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INTRODUCTION

A g r ic u lt u r e  i s  th e  predom inant ac  

and i t  i s  in  t h i s  s e c t o r  th a t  women in  

engaged , in ,  b e s id e s  o f  c o u r s e  managing 

e v e r y  where d o . I t  i s  e s t im a te d  th a t  

a c t iv e  r u r a l  women are engaged  in  a g r ic  

p er  c e n t  o f  men. A bout 50 p er  c e p t  o f  

la b o u r e r s  and o v e r  a t h i r d  are  c u l t i v a t

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  e x c e p t  th ose
o

machine power a re  p erform ed  by  women ai| 

l ik e  t r a n s p la n t a t io n  ( in  South I n d ia ) ,
T

c le a n in g  e t c . ,  a re  e x c lu s i v e ly  ddne by 

c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  p h y s ic a l  la b o u r , woment
in  d e c i s i o n -  making in  c r o p  p r o d u c t io n .

t i v i t y  in  r u r a l  In d ia  

v i l l a g e s  a re  p r im a r ily  

t h e i r  homes as women 

a b ou t 78 p er  c e n t  o f  

u ltu r e  com pared t o  63 

th e se  a r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o rso  The whole range 

in v o lv in g  an im al and 

d in d e e d  some o f  th e se  

w eed in g , p ro d u cin g , 

them# A p a rt from  t h e i r  

p la y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o le  

d a ir y  p o u lt r y  e t c .

A g r ic u lt u r e  in  In d ia  i s  re g a rd e d  as a s u b s is t e n c e ,

u n o rg a n ise d  and t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .

o f  In d ian  fa rm in g  are th e  uneconom ic s iz e  o f  h o ld in g s  and the 

fra g m e n ta t io n  o f  h o ld in g s ,  th e  la ck  o f  p ro p e r  lo a n  and c r e d i t  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  r u r a l  p e o p le #  th e  in t e r n a l  r i v a l r i e s  and 

th e  l i t i g a t i o n s  in  th e  v i l l a g e s ,  m arketing f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  

c u l t i v a t o r s .  Thus i s  I n d ia , th e  t i « e  demands an econ om ic 

r e v o lu t io n ,  f o r  a tta in m e n t o f  g r e a t e r  p r o d u c t iv i t y  o f  human 

la b o u r .

The o u ts ta n d in g  fe a tu r e s
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In d ia  i s  th e  land  o f  v i l l a g e s  

p o p u la t io n  l i v e s  in  c o u n tr y  s id e  

50 per c e n t  o f  r u r a l  p op u la tion *M > o 

r u r a l  w ork in g  women are en gaged  in  

In o r d e r  t o  in c lu d e  r u r a l  women as 

stream  o f  econ om ic  develop m en t, i t  

as  t o  what e x a c t ly  th ey  a re  d o in g  n 

and where th e y  can  c o n t r ib u t e  t o the

rid

In th e  o f t e n  q u oted  memorable 

“ I f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in  t h is  c o u n tr y  fa  

f a i l s  and the n a tio n  f a i l s .  There 

t o  s u cce e d  in  A g r i c u l t u r e " .  R a is ir , 

h as thus becom es a p r e r e q u is i t e  fc  

developm ent o f  In d ia  in  g e n e r a l  a 

There are  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  o f  p rod ii 

s c ie n c e  and te c h n o lo g y  and th e  ent. 

fa c t o r s  n eed  t o  be ju d i c i o u s l y  c o  

p r o p o r a t io n s  t o  o b ta in  maximum protjl 

developm en t programme thus in c lu d e  

v i t i e s  aim ed a t  an a cce p ta n ce  and 

o r  changes in  th e  methods o f  farm in ' 

t o  the t r a d i t i o n a l  methods o f  a g r  

number o f  la n d  t i l l e r s  c o v e r in g  

undergroups# s o  th a t  the u lt im a te

and 80 p er  c e n t  o f  i t s  

Women c o n s t i t u t e  n e a r ly  

ut 87 per c e n t  o f  the
c

a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s .
Jt

a com ponent in  th e  main 

becom es e s s e n t i a l  t o  know 

ow# where th e y  need h e lp  

d e v e lo p m e n t.

w ords o f  J a w a h a rla l Nehru# 

Is# we f a i l #  Government 

i s  no h e lp  f o r  us b u t 

g a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t io n  

r  the p r o g r e s s  and

r u r a l  In d ia  in  P a r t i c u la r ,  

c t i o n  l i k e  land# c a p i t a l ,  

r e p r e n u r s . A l l  th ese  

in ed  in  a p p r o p r ia te  

u c t io n .  A g r ic u l t u r a l  

b e s id e s  o th ers#  a c t i -  

a d o p t io n  o f  new p r a c t i c e s  

,g in  p la c e  o r  in  a d d it io n  

ic u l t u r e  b y  th e  la r g e s t  

the la r g e s t  p o s s ib le  area  

r e s u l t  i s  a s u b s t a n t ia l

mb
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in c r e a s e  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t io n . A g r ic u lt u r e  developm ent

i s  a com p lex  and a c o m p lic a te d  program lie. A g r ic u l t u r a l

e x t e n s io n  i s  th e  t o o l  in v o lv in g  th e  la: rg est number o f  fa rm ers

c o v e r in g  the la r g e s t  p o s s ib le  a rea  unde :r c r o p s  t o  a c c e p t  and

ad op t s c i e n t i f i c  methods o f  farm ing 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t io n .

w ith  a v iew  t o  r a is e
V

From th e  tim e irumemorial, women piLayed d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s

in  t h e i r  home a c t i v i t i e s *  as w iv es  in  1;h e ir  p e r s o n a l l i v e s

w ith  t h e i r  husbands; a s  m others in  th<j i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

f o r  the developm en t o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n , and as homemaker^

in ch a rg e  o f  th e  o p e r a t io n  t o  t h e i r  home:s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  women

a ls o  p la y e d  a p i v o t a l  r o le  in  a g r ic u l l :ure and l i v e s t o c k

management. In  modsrn a g r ic u l t u r e  toe >, women c o n t in u e d  t o

share a number o f  farm  o p e r a t io n s  w ith men *

The la r g e s t  number o f  w ork in g  wor e n  in  In d ia  were en gaged

in  farm in g o p e r a t io n s  e i t h e r  as c u l t i v i it o r s  o r  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l

la b o u r e r s .  A cco rd in g  t o  ce n su s  1981, women c o n s t i t u t e d  330

m il l i o n s  o r  48 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  pc > p u la tio n . There were

46 m i l l i o n s  o f  women w orkers in  In d ia , ou t o f  w hich 4 0 .5
■*

m il l i o n s  ( i . e ,  88 p er  c e n t )  were in  rui a l  a re a s  and 5 .5

m i l l i o n s  ( i . e ,  12 p er  c e n t )  in  urban ai e a s .  In  r u r a l ,  a reas

a g r e a t  m a jo r ity  o f  women w orkers  v iz 78 p er  c e n t  were

engaged in  a g r i c u l t u r e  4 p er  c e n t  hoi:.se h o ld  in d u s try  and

9 p er  c e n t  in  m an u factu rin g  in d u s tr ie s ) .
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In  r u r a l  a re a s  16 p er  c e n t  o f  the women were in  th e  

w o rk fo rce  w hereas i t  was l e s s  than 6 p er  c e n t  in  urban a r e a s .  

Nehru once s a id  "To awaken p e o p le ,  i t  i s  th e  woman who must 

be awakened, once she i s  on move th e  fa m ily  m oves, the v i l l a g e  

moves and th e  n a tio n  m ov es".

S in ce  a n c ie n t  t im e s , women have p la y e d  a p i v o t a l  r o le  

in  our a g r i c u l t u r e .  She s h a re s  w ith  h er  man th e  arduous 

burden o f  farm  work in  a d d i t io n  t o  h er m ajor r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

as  home m aker. Women can  thus in f lu e n c e  t h e i r  fa m i l ie s  tow ard s 

in c r e a s e d  farm  p r o d u c t io n  and in com e.

The farm  women p la y  a dom inant r o l e  n ot o n ly  in  

in f lu e n c in g  v a r io u s  farm  m a n a g eria l d e c is io n s  b u t a l s o  in  

c a r r y in g  o u t  th e s e  d e c is io n s  by  p u tt in g  in  la b o u r  in put in  

v a r io u s  farm  o p e r a t io n s .

Women's p la c e  in  In d ia n  s o c i e t y  has been  p re -e m in e n t .

T h is  i s  e q u a l ly  t r u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  where women p la y  a p i v o t a l
•*

r o l e .  They work in  th e  f i e l d s  a lo n g  s id e  men, a t te n d  t o  o f f -

farm  a c t i v i t i e s  l ik e  p r o c e s s in g *  g ra d in g  and m arketing o f
<

p rod u ced , te n d  th e  c a t t l e  and run th e  home. N e v e r th e le s s  

th e  b a s ic  in a d eq u a tes  in  term s .o f  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  low er 

l i t e r a c y  and the s k i l l s ,  among wonTen t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o
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engage in  work c o n s i s t e n t ly  f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s , l im it e d  

avenues f o r  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  e t c ,  have h a n d icapped  the d e s ir e d  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  r u r a l  d ev e lop m en t. As a 

r e s u l t  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  by  women has la r g e ly  been  c o n f in e d  

t o  a c t i v i t i e s  in v o lv in g  low wages and d r u d g e . D esp ite  

th e se  d is a d v a n ta g e s , the e con om ic  p re s s u re s  and th e  urge 

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  l i v i n g  g e t t in g  e r o d e d  fa s t  

made" them c o n t in u e  in  th e  work strea m . Removal o f  th e se  

in a d e q u a c ie s  and c o n s t r a in t s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  th e  grow th 

o f  a g r ic u l t u r e  in  the d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r ie s .

Women's r o le  in  th e  econ om ic  a c t i v i t i e s  was brou gh t 

t o  s tr a p  fo c u s  in  the W orld C on feren ce  on A g ra r ia n  

Reform s and R ural D evelopm ent (WCARRD) o r g a n is e d  b y  the 

FAO in  J u ly  1 9 7 9 .WCARRD p le d g e d , i n t e r a l i a ,  f o r  “ Equal 

p a r t i c ip a t i o n  o f  women a lo n g s id e  men in  the s o c i a l ,  econ om ic 

and p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  r i v a l  developm ent and t h e i r  e q u a l 

a c c e s s  t o  in s  b e n e f i t s " .  T h is  may perhaps be one o f  the 

im p orta n t r e a s o n s , w hich w ou ld  e x p la in  th e  in c r e a s e  

in  fem ale work p a r t i c ip a t i o n T r a t e s  in  th e  r u r a l  a rea s
f

ov er  the l a s t  d e ca d e . The fem ale  work p a r t i c ip a t i o n  ra tes  j_n 

th e  r u r a l a re a s  in c r e a s e d  from  1 3 .4  p er  c e n t  in  1971 t o  

16 p er  c e n t  in  1961. On th e  o th e r  hand male work p a r t i c i ­

p a t io n  r a t e s  d e c l in e d  m a r g in a lly  from  5 3 .6  p e r  c e n t  in  

1971 t o  5 2 .6  p e r  c e n t  in  1981 .
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A g r ic u lt u r e  i s  a fa m ily  e n t e r p r i s e .  A l l  members o f  

the fa m ily , men, women and c h i ld r e n  are  t h e r e fo r e  in v o lv e d  

in  the p r o c e s s e s  o f  in c r e a s e d  fo o d  p r o d u c t io n . The Gram 

Sevika in  has a v e r y  im p ortan t p a rt  t o  p la y  in  o r g a n iz in g  

the v i l l a g e  t o  c a r r y o u t  an in te n s e  d r iv e  t o  in c r e a s e  i t s  

fo o d  p r o d u c t io n .  She had t o  o r g a n is e  programmes t o  demon­

s t r a t e  and t r a i n  a l l  the women in  a l l  th e  new a g r ic u l t u r e  

p r a c t i c e s  w hich  le a d  t o  im proved  fa m ily  l i v i n g  as  a r e s u l t  

o f  in c r e a s e d  fo o d  p ro d u ct io n *

S in ce  women do p la y  such  an im portan t p a r t  in  c a r r y in g

ou t a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  and s in c e  th e y  must be c o n v in c e ^

a b ou t th e  ad v a n ta g es  and know how t o  C arry  ou t the im proved

p r a c t i c e s ,  i t  i s  su g g e ste d  th a t  as a s t a r t  in  in v o lv in g  th e

women, th e  w iv es  o f  the men members o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l

p r o d u c t io n  com m ittee  form  a wom en's com m ittee t o  have r e s p o n -»
s i b i l i t y  f o r  e d u ca tin g  the v i l l a g e  women a b o u t  im proved 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s .

S ep arate  t r a in in g  c o u r s e s  were o r g a n is e d  f o r  farm  women 

e i t h e r  a t  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  such  as  'Gram S e v ik a ' t r a in in g  

c e n t r e s ,  KVKs or  in  th e  v i l l a g e s .  C ourses were o r g a n is e d  

on a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  commonly p erform ed  b y  women 

( i . e )  s e e d  s e l e c t i o n ,  p la n t in g ,  s to r a g e  and h a n d lin g  o f  

f e r t i l i z e r ^  s a fe  cu s to d y  o f  p e s t i c i d e s ,  g r a in  s t o r a g e ,
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s e l e c t i o n  o f  h igh  y i e l d i n g  v a r i e t i e s ,  fa m ily  n u t r i t io n #  

k i t c h e n  g a rd en in g  and c o l l e c t i o n  and s to r a g e  o f  farm  

y a rd  manure. Thus a p p r o p r ia te  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  th e  HYV 

programme a re a s  in  e a ch  s t a t e  were en co u ra g e d  t o  o r g a n is e  

s h o r t  c o u r s e s  la s t i n g  from  7 t o  10 days f o r  a b o u t  30 

farm  women a t  a t im e . S eparate  c o u r s e s  f o r  l i t e r a t e  and 

i l l i t e r a t e  women were o r g a n is e d .

O b je c t iv e s :

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  s tu d y  a r e :  To s tu d y
cth e  in v o lv em en t o f  women in  a g r i c u l t u r e .

th e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  t r a in in g  g iv e n  by  th e  t r a in in g

i n s t i t u t e s  f o r  farm  women.

b e n e f i t s  g a in e d  by  the women fa rm ers  th rou gh  the 

t r a in in g  program mes*

t o  what e x t e  n t  the farm  women had p u t in t o  p r a c t i c e  

th e  im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  th e y  had g a in e d  in  

th e  t r a in i n g .

N eed f o r  the s tu d y :

The t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  had been  g iv in g  t r a in in g  in  th e  

im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  th e  p a s t  10 y e a rs  and th e  

in v e s t i g a t o r  f e l t  t h a t  an o b j e c t i v e  stu d y  o f  th e  u t i l i s a t i o n  

o f  th e  t r a in in g  in  m odem  farm  p r a c t i c e s  on a s c i e n t i f i c  

b a s i s  may h e lp  t o  im prove th e  t r a in i n g  as  w a ll  as in c r e a s e  

th e  p r o d u c t io n . Hence th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  was u n d e rta k e n .

4



L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  s t u d y i

Due t o  th e  sh orta g e  o f  tim e and p oor  t r a n s p o r t  

f a c i l i t i e s  and heavy c o s t  in v o lv e d ^ th e  p r e s e n t  stu d y  was 

c o n f in e d  t o  a l im it e d  area  in  Tam il 

C oim batore D i s t r i c t .

Nadu^, nam ely^
o

Jt

Cf
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I I  REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The re v ie w  o f  the r e le v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  r e la t e d  t o  th e  

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  a re  p re s e n te d  under th e  f o l lo w in g  headings*

A . Im proved m ethods o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  O p e ra t io n s

B. T ra in in g  g iv e n  in  th e  Im proved M ethods o f  c

A g r ic u l t u r a l  O p era tion s

C. R ole o f  Women in  A g r ic u l t u r e ,  and

D. T r a in in g  g iv e n  in  A g r ic u lt u r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  

farm  Womenc

A . Im proved m ethods o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  O p e r a t io n s t

M athur(1972) s t a t e s  t h a t  fa rm ers e d u c a t io n  has been  

seen  t o  be the v e ry  key t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d ev e lop m en t.

E du ca tion  h ere  means fu n c t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  "d e s ig n e d  t o  g iv e  

t o  th e  le a r n e r  th e  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r fo rm  more 

e f f i c i e n t l y  th e  v o c a t io n s  t o  w hich he b e lo n g s  and t o  

fu n c t io n  more e f f e c t i v e l y  in  the en v iron m en t in  w hich 

he 1 iv e  s " .

Pandey and Roy (1 9 7 7 ) , c o n c lu d e d  th a t  d is c u s s io n  was

th e  most e f f e c t i v e  mode o f  p r e s e n ta t io n  f o r  gainwjin know ledge

im rnediatly a f t e r  the b r o a d c a s t  in  r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  th re e  age

g r o u p s . As re g a rd s  the know ledge r e ta in e d  15 and 30 days

a f t e r  th e  b ro a d ca st#  d i s c u s s io n  was fou n d  m ost e f f e c t i v e ,
*

f o r  young and m idd le aged  fa rm ers  o n ly .

tf

T
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Singh (1977) says th a t  in  the p a st  when seed  

p o ta to e s  had t o  be kept in  o r d in a r y  s t o r e s  in  th e  p la in s  

o f  I n d ia , p h y s i o l t g i c a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  in f lu e n c e d  the r

t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  s e e d  p o t a t o  p r o d u c t io n  which •*

in c lu d e d  l .  th e  c h o ic e  o f . lon g  and m ediu m -duration  

v a r i e t i e s  o f  lo n g  dormancy and p rod u cin g  sm a ll o r  medium 

s iz e d  t u b e r s .  2 .  Use o f  sm a ll s iz e d  se e d  and 3 0 Adop­

t i o n  o f  la t e  p la n t in g  w ith  c l o s e  s p a c in g .

Ray (1982) em phasised  t h a t 't h e  r a p id  p r o g r e s s  o f

th e  In d ia n  A g r ic u lt u r e  w ith  newer a ch ievem en ts  was v i v i d  ly^ ■*
d e p ic te d  a t  v a r io u s  p a v i l i o n s  th rou gh  m o d e ls , c h a r t s ,  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and o th e r  media w h ile  the s t a t e  p a v i l io n s  

h ig h l ig h t e d  the i r  own s p e c i a l  fe a tu re  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  was d i f f e r e n t  from  s ta te  t o  s ta te  becau se  

o f  the v a r y in g  nature of s o i l ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  in p u ts  and the 

c l im a t e .  The e la b o r a u e ly  l a i d  o u t  p a v i l i o n  o f  th e  

D ir e c to r a t e  o f  E xten sion  o f  th e  Union M in is tr y  o f  A g r ic u ltu r e  

t i t l e d  “March o f  In d ian  A g r ic u lt u r e  " was d e v o te d  t o  the 

c e n t r a l  theme o f  th e  rem arkable  advancem ent o f  Ind ian  

A g r ic u ltu r e  ' o v e r  th e  p a s t  th r e e  d e ca d e s .

A r e p o r t  from  th e I n t e r n a t io n a l  C o u n c il f o r  R esearch■f
in  A g r o fo r e s t r y  S ta tes  t h a t  u s in g  co m p a tib le  s p e c ie s  in

optimum s p a t i a l  and tem p ora l arrangem ents and a p p l i c a t io n
o

o f  a p p r o p r ia te  methods o f  management o f  a g r o f o r e s t r y

r
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c

t e c h n o lo g ie s  have C on sid era b le  p o t e n t ia l  f o r  a l l e v i a t i n g  .<

some o f  the s e r io u s  prob lem s o f  fo ra g e#  f o o d  and fu e l  

b e in g  fa c e d  by  lan d  u sers  in  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r i e s «

Sachidananda (1972) o b s e r v e d  th a t  a number o f  new 

seed s  and f e r t i l i z e r s  were n o t  a d op ted  due t o  la c k  o f  

i r r i g a t i o n  and p o o r  f in a n c e .

M uthiah (1978) -c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  farm 

s iz e  g rou p s  a d o p te d  recommended p r a c t i c e s  i r r e s p e c t iv e  

o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s .

Deb and Karam Singh (1975) has r i g h t l y  p o in te d  ou t 

t h a t  the h ig h  y ie ld in g  v a r i e t i e s  in tr o d u ce d  in  1966 r e s u lt e d  

in  la r g e  s c a le  use o f  im proved seed  v a r i e t i e s  and th e  

a s s o c ia t e d  y i e l d  in c r e a s in g  farm  o u tp u ts . They o b se rv e d  

t h a t  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s t r u c tu r e  has been  u n d ergoin g  s i g n i f i c a n t  

changes such  as  in c r e a s e s ,  in  p e r c a p ita  in com e, r e a l  wages 

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  la b o u r e r s  and im provem ent in  th e  l i t e r a c y  

r a t e .  R egard in g  a s s o c ia t e d  ch an ges th e y  rem ark th a t  

"There i s  s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  o f  an in c r e a s e  in  the ra te  

o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  and u r b a n is a t i o n .  Above a l l  the 

v a lu e  system  is  a ls o  u n d erg o in g  change from  'T r a d i t i o n a l '  

t o  'M o d e rn ', In a com p a ra tiv e  study, in  P unjab th e y  

in d ic a t e d  t h a t  due t o  t e c h n o lo g i c a l  grow th  therefwere 

s o c i o -  e con om ic  ch a n g e s . The^y found .th a t the developm ent
i

s t im u la te d  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  r e g io n ,  p o s s e s s io n  o f  p r e s t ig io u s
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a s s e t s  and o c c u p a t io n a l  s h i f t  f^rom farm  t o  n on -fa rm  

a lo n g  w ith  a s h i f t  in t e c h n o lo g y .  I t  a l s o  le a d  t o  m o re . 

em ploym ent o p p o r t u n it ie s  and chan ges in  fa m ily  a t t i t u d e ,  

v a lu e s  and com m unication  b e h a v io u r  o f  fa r m e r s .

R ogers (1982) r e c o g n is e d  th a t  the know ledge fu n c t io n
*

as one o f  our fu n c t io n s  in  th e  in n o v a t io n -d e c is io n  -p ro ce s s . 

He a ls o  i d e n t i f i e d  know ledge ab ou t farm  p r a c t i c e s  as a 

f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  a d o p t io n  b e h a v io u r  o f  fa r m e r s . An in d i ­

v id u a l is  s a id  t o  p o s s e s s  know ledge ab ou t an in n o v a tio n  

when he is  e x p o s e d  t o  th e  in n o v a t io n  e x is t e n c e  and g a in s  

some u n d ersta n d in g  o f  how i t  fu n c t i o n s .  A number o f  

s tu d ie s  have in d ic a t e d  t h a t  know ledge o f  an in n o v a t io n  

i s  a p r e - r e q u is i t e  f o r  a d o p t io n  o f  the p r a c t i c e s .

B. T ra in in g  g iv e n  in  the Im proved  methods o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  

O p era tion s*

R egard ing  r o le  o f  'F a rm e rs ' e d u c a t io n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

in  the c o n t e x t  o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  developm ent M a la s s is (1976) 

remarks th a t  "As fa r  as a g r i c u l t u r a l  developm ent i s  

co n ce rn e d  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a system  le a d in g  

from  c r e a t i o n  t o  d is s e m in a t io n  "C r e a t io n -d is s e m in a t io n  

sy s te m ", on w h ich  the developm ent o f  th ese  s e c t o r s  w i l l

be b a s e d .
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*

Mathur (1970) e x p la in e d  th a t  g o a l  in  fo o d  g r a in s  and 

p u lse  p r o d u c t io n  was 129 m i l l i o n  ton n es  a n n u a lly  by  the 

f i s c a l  y e a r  (1 973 -74 ) and c u r r e n t  annual ou tp u t was
T

e s tim a te d  a s  100 m i l l i o n  ton n es*T h a t i s  why Government o f  

In d ia  was g iv in g  h ig h er  p r i o r i t y  t o  fa rm ers t r a in in g  

programme as k ey  e lem en ts  t o  a c h ie v in g  i t s  new g o a l  in  fo o d  

p rod u ction ,) He fu r th e r  e x p la in e d  th a t  la r g e  number o f  

fa rm e rs / b ig  and sm all had t o  be g iv e n  t r a in in g  in  the 

use o f  new m eth ods.

S ingh  and K o lte  (1979) a ttem p ted  an e v a lu a t io n  o f  the 

e f f o r t s  made in  In d ia  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  

and fa rm ers  t r a in in g  program m e. S in ce  the im m ediate g o a l  

o f  th ese  programmes was a g r i c u l t u r a l  developm ent^ a d o p tio n  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  in n o v a tio n s  s e rv e d  as the y a rd  s ic k  o f  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  I t  was c o n c lu d e d  th a t  i f  th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  developm ent has t o  be a c h ie v e d  th en  both  

fu n c t io n a l  l i t e r a c y  and fa rm ers  t r a in in g  programmes sh o u ld  

be w e ll  c o - o r d in a t e d .

R a ju (1977) aim ed o u t  th e  f in d in g  ou t th e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  e d u c a t io n  ojf) farm  e f f i c i e n c y  and a l s o  th e  im pact o f  

e d u c a t io n  on th e  use o f  modern a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,

Such as f e r t i l i z e r s  HYV s e e d s , t r a c t o r ,  human la bou r in p u t 

and c ro p p in g  p a t te r n , Farm e f f i c i e n c y  was m easured in  term s
c

o f  farm  incom e per u n it  o f  la n d , human la b o u r , f e r t i l i z e r ,
X
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t r a c to r #  in p u t and fa m ily  la b ou r#  Both i l l i t e r a t e  and 

e d u ca ted  fa rm ers  (who had ^pme form al e d u ca t io n ) 

p o s s e s s in g  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  o f  la n d  h o ld in g s  w ere the 

r e s p o n d e n ts . I t  was fou nd  t h a t  form al e d u c a t io n  had 

some in f lu e n c e  on the use o f  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  human la b o u r , 

t r a c t o r ,  pow er b u t n o t  on the use o f  HYV se e d s  and comm­

e r c i a l  c ro p s#  Farm e f f i c i e n c y  in  term s o f  p r o d u c t iv i t y  

o f  each  u n it  s tu d ie d  was h ig h e r  among e d u ca te d  farm ers 

than i l l i t e r a t e  fa rm e rs . However i t  was c o n c lu d e d  th a t  

h ig h e r  p r o d u c t iv i t y  w ould be a ch ie v e d  i f  th e  farm ers 

has some e d u c a t io n  t o  u n d ersta n d  the management o f  in p u ts  

which r e s u l t s  in  farm  e f f i c i e n c y .

To q u ote  M a la s s is (1976) “ th e  a cce p ta n ce  and a p p l i c a t io n  

o f  the m ethods and in p u ts  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r e  in v o lv e  

a change in  th e  b e h a v io u r  and o r ie n t a t io n  o f  th e  t r a d i t i ­

o n a l a g r i c u l t u r i s t .  T h is  change c o n s i s t s  in  th e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  s t y l e  o f  fa rm in g , h is  c u l t u r e  and more than l i k e l y  

th e  co m b in a tio n  o f  p ro d u c t io n  in p u ts  he u se s  S e v e ra l p a s t  

s tu d ie s  have b rou g h t o u t  th e  r e la t i o n  betw een  farm ers 

e d u c a t io n  and t h e i r  a d o p t io n  o f  in n o v a t io n s .

A ccordan gioC h au d h ary  and P rasad  (1981) c o u r s e s  o f c
th re e  d i s t i n c t  c a t e g o r ie s  o f  fa rm ers  have been  arranged  

s e p a r a t e ly .

1 . In  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e , th e r e  were c o u r s e s  o f  a w eek ’ s 

d u ra t io n  in  w hich a r a b le  fa rm in g  d e a lin g  w ith  main crops 

was d is c u s s e d  w ith  t h e 'c u l t i v a t o r s . The d u ra t io n  was
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k ep t a s  one week b e ca u se  such farm ers c o u ld  h a rd ly  

a f f o r d  t o  keep  th em selves  away from  t h e i r  farm s f o r  a 

p e r io d  lo n g e r  than  t h i s .  So th e  d u ra t io n  o f  t r a in in g  

cou rse  had a lw ays g o t  t o  be s h o r t  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  c o n v e n e -
t

nee w ith  in c r e a s in g  e d u c a t io n  and e f f e c i e n t  methods o f

com m u n ication , t h is  d u ra t io n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be red u ced  t o

2 -3  d a y s . ^

2 . The S econ d  ty p e  o f  c o u r s e s  h e ld  o f  s p e c i a l i s e d  t r a in in g  in

such s u b je c t s  as v e g e ta b le  and f r u i t  p r e s e r v a t io n  and f r u i t
1/

grow ing# d a ir y ,  p o u lt r y  k e e p in g , h a n d lin g  o f  farm

m achinery  bee  k eep in g  and s e r i c u l t u r e .  The d u ra tio n
/

T
o f  such a c o u r s e  ranged from  a week t o  two w eek s. These 

c o u r s e s  were in ten d ed  t o  a i t r a c t  t r a in e e s  w ith  a s p e c i -
b.

a l i s a d  in t e r e s t  in  the p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t .

3 0 The t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  o f  c o u r s e s  have been  a rra n g ed  f o r  th e  

young fa rm ers who have been  g iv e n  more com p reh en sive  

in fo r m a tio n  im parted  p r a c t i c a l  t r a in in g  in  p er form in g  

v a r io u s  im proved  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s .

C. R ole o f  Women in  A g r i c u l t u r e :

Rao (1962) c la im s  th a t  fa rm in g  in  In d ia  ia  n o t  o n ly  

an o c c u p a t io n  and a b u s in e s s  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  a fa m ily  

e n t e r p r is e  in  w hich th e  home maker needs t o  a d ju s t  t o  

a l l  a s p e c ts *  A g r ic u ltu r e  i s  the o ld e s t  and m ost o f  a l l
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P rim ary in d u s t r ie s  becau se  i t  s a t i s f i e s  ou r most v i t a l  

need nam ely, f o o d .  In  t h is  in d u s try  w ife  i s  an eq u a l 

p a rtn e r  o f  th e  farm er ta k in g  f u l l  share in  the c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  the f i e l d .

J a in  (1986) s t a t e s  th a t  womgn p la y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o le  

in  farm ing and in  farm  management. The farm  women, i s  o f t e n  

th e  key p erson  on whom depends s u cce ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  the 

farm .

Devadas (1969) has s t r e s s e d  th a t  women determ in e th e  

g o a ls  and v a lu e s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  S in ce  a fa rm er i s  

ex p osed  t o  and in f lu e n c e d  g r  a t e l y  by  h is  m other in  h is  

c h ild h o o d  and w ife  l a t e r ,  p ro p e r  e d u c a t io n  o f  the farm  

women t o  th e  gu id a n ce  and h e lp  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n  

i s  im p orta n t in  the home and on the farm .

Devadas (1972) r e p o r te d  th a t  farm  women w ere a lm ost  

alw ays c o n s u lt e d  in  making d e c is io n s  w ith  re g a rd  t o
r

v a r io u s  farm  o p e r a t io n s ,  l i k e  g e t t in g  new s e e d s , s e l e c t i n g  

c r o p s ,  g e t t in g  f e r t i l i z e r s  and p e s t i c i d e s ,  a p p o in t in g  

la b o u r e r s ,  e t c .

G opal (1975) view ed th a t  some w orking la d ie s  used 

t o  do a g r i c u l t u r a l  work a t  the farm s o f  t h e i r  husbands 

from  m orning t i l l  e v e n in g . They used  t o  a t t e n d  t o  many add 

jo b s  f o r  e x arople2 ta k in g  m eals t o  t h e ir  husbands in  the 

farm s, d ry in g  o f  g r a in s  g r a in d in g  e t c .
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K rishna (1975) r e v e a le d  t h a t  some o f  th e  im portant 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  l ik e  weeding# sowing# t r a n s p la n t in g , 

h a r v e s t in g , th r e s h in g  s t o r in g  e t c ,  are p er form ed  more o r  

le s s  e x c l u s i v e l y  b y  th e  women. In th e  h i l l y  a r e a s , women 

p la y  a more a c t iv e  p a r t  in  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  

than th e  men f o l k .

Chany (1981 ) argued  th a t  women are  p la y in g  im p orta n t 

r o le  in  c o r p  p r o d u c t io n , s t o r a g e ,  p r o c e s s in g  and o f f  farm  

a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o  la n d , a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x te n s io n  

and non a g r i c u l t u r a l  em ploym ent c o n t in u e s  t o  be l im it e d .

A garw al (1983) r e v e a le d  th a t  In r i c e  system s women 

su p p ly  on an a v era ge  70 -80  p e r  c e n t  o f  la b o u r  f o r  t r a n s ­

p la n t in g  j 7 0 -8 5  p er c e n t  f o r  w eed in g , o v e r  60 p e r  c e n t
■»

f o r  h a r v e s t in g .  They do a l l  th e  h u sk in g  and have im p ortan t 

r o le s  in  seed  s e l e c t i o n  and s t o r a g e .

Sadhu and D h esi (1977) r e p o r te d  th a t  women were m ain ly  

c o n s u lte d  f o r  s e l l i n g  th e  p ro d u ce , th e  a rea  t o  be sown 

under v a r io u s  c r o p s ,  th e  change in  the c r o p p in g  pattern^  

th e  h ir in g  o f  farm  s e r v ic e s  and the p u rch a s in g  o f  s e e d s .

They ware r a r e ly  c o n s u lte d  in  the s u p e r v is io n  o f  the s e rv a n ts  

and th e  l e a s t  c o n s u l t a t io n  was made w h ile  p u rch a s in g  t r a c t o r  

and o th e r  m ach in ery .
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H lranand (1979) o p in e s  t h a t  a r e a s  in  w hich women 

in f lu e n c e d  the d e c is io n  nuking p r o c e s s  w ere : s e t t in g  o f  

m a rr ia g es , pu rch ase  and s a le  o f  an im als and the e d u ca t io n  

o f  g i r l s .

pandey  (1986) a rgu es t h a t  r u r a l  women had su p p o ra tiv e  

r o le  in  m ost o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e c i s io n s .

G rov er  and K apoor (1988) sa y  th a t  s e v e r a l  s tu d ie s  

have in d ic a t e d  that, w om en 's, p a r t i c ip a t i o n  i s  more in  the 

cu  l t i v a t i o n  o f  r i c e , , c o t t o n ,  sorghum and berseem , w h ile  

men tak e  more a c t iv e  p a rt  in  r a is in g  p ig e o n p e a , c h ic k p e a , 

c l u s t e r  bean and su g a rca n e .
o

Women a re  more e f f i c i e n t  than  men by  16 p er  c e n t  in  

t r a n s p la n t in g  r i c e ,  by 8 p e r  c e n t  in  w eeding r i c e  and wheat 

f i e l d s ,  b y  24 p e r  c e n t  in  h a r v e s t in g  p e a r l  m i l l e t  and by 

37 p er c e n t  in  p ic k in g  o o t t o n .  They are  300 p e r  c e n t  a s  

e f f i c i e n t  as men in  u s in g  some p o ta to  d ig g in g  equ ip m en t. 

Th e ir  e f f i c i e n c y  in  h a r v e s t in g  and p r o c e s s in g  o f  t e a , 

c o f f e e  and p la n t a t io n  and h o r t i c u l t u r a l  c o r p s  has never 

been  in  d o u b t .

In  th e  r i c e  fa rm in g , women p ro v id e  th e  m ajor share o f  

la b o u r  in v o lv e d  in  t r a n s p la n t in g  (75 per c e n t ) , w eeding 

(7 8  per c e n t  ) and h a r v e s t in g  (60 p er  c e n t ) , They v i r t u ­

a l l y  p er fo rm  a l l  jo b s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  w innow ing, h u sk in g , 

c le a n in g  and s t o r a g e .
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S ith a la k sh m i ( 198u) say «r "th at '*A Survey c o u d u c to d  t o  a sse

th e  a p t i tu d e  o f  196 farm  women -showed t h a t  98 p e r  c e n t
T

a re  in t e r e s t e d  in  le a r n in g  more a b o u t  im proved  seeds^  

F e r t i l i z e r  use and p la n t  p r o t e c t io n  m easures, 83 p e r  c e n t

were in t e r e s t e d  in  a s c i e n t i f i c  w ater u s e , 75 p er c e n t  

in  im proved  methods o f  s to r a g e  and 70 p e r c e n t  in  im proved  

im plem entso However, a s u r p r is in g ly  low  f i v e  per c e n t  

were in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  use o f  e x o t i c  b re e d s  in  an im al 

u p g r a d a t io n . S hou ld  farm  women be sh y in g  away from  th e 

th ou g h t o f  a r t i f i c i a l  in se m in a tio n  o f  c a t t l e ,  adequate 

t r a in in g  from  women e x t e n s io n  w orkers a p p ears  t o  be 

n e ce ssa ry ,,

In  J o rd a n , women say  t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e y  nor nan can  

b y  th e m se lv e s  make ad equ a te  d e c is io n s  a b o u t  how much 

la n d  t o  p la n t  w heat.

In  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r ie s ,  in c lu d in g  In d ia  r e se a rch  i s  

b e in g  done on women's p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in  A g r ic u l t u r e .

A stu d y  was u n d ertak en  by  M.P S ingh  and Huraj Sharma 

in  1988 t o  f in d  ou t th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p r o p o r t io n  o f  women 

managed farm h old s in  h i l l s  and th e  w estern  p la in s  a t

U tta r  P ra d e sh .



rt
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I l l i t e r a c y  was found t o  o e  rampant among the farm  

women o f  b o th  h i l l s  and th e  p l a i n s .  The l e v e l  o f  women's 

p a r t i c ip a t i o n  was s lu t is C t ic a l ly  h ig h e r  than  t h a t  o f  men in  

a l l  the s ix  m ajor a c t i v i t i e s  s tu d ie d  nam ely paddy, w heat, 

f r u i t ,  and v e g e t a b le  c u l t i v a t i o n ^  l i v e s t o c k ,  r e a r in g ,  f u e l ,  

fo d d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  h i l l  women in  

a g r i c u l t u r e  was m ore.

Of th e  t o t a l  1 ,953 farm  h o ld s  o f  the 14 v i l l a g e s  

su rveyed  in  th e  h i l l s ,  1 ,1 43  (5 8 .5 3  p e r c e n t )  were managed 

by men, 224 ( 16 .59  p er c e n t )  b y  women and the r e s t  486 

(2 4 .8 8  p er  c e n t )  were j o i n t l y  managed. In  th e  p la in s ,  

u n lik e  in  th e  h i l l s ,  9 2 .6  p er  ca n t  farm  h o ld s  were managed b y  

men and o n ly  2 7 .6  p e r  c e n t  were managed by  women. The avera ge  

s iz e  o f  the h o ld in g s  in  the h i l l s  tu rn ed  o u t  to  be 0 .9 6  

h e c t a r e s .  In  th e  p la in s  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  a v era g e  h o ld in g  

was fou n d  t o  be 2 .1 7  h e c t a r e s .  One o f  th e  im p orta n t f a c t o r s ,  

b e s id e s  th e  s i z e  o f  h o ld in g s ,  which d e c id e s  th e  e x t e n t  and 

l e v e l  o f  farm  b u s in e s s  i s  th e  n e t  annual incom e o f  th e  

fa rm e rs .

The a v era g e  annual incom e in  th e  h i l l s  was found t o  b e -  

Rs .3,233# The a v era g e  annual incom e o f  th e  women farm ers in  

th e  p la in s  on th e  o th e r  hand, was R s. 8 ,2 6 7 / -  I t  i s  a form  

o f  work th a t  is  h ig h ly  s u i t a b le  f o r  t e c h n o lo g i c a l  in n o v a tio n  

t o  r a is e  r u r a l  women's incom e and im prove t h e i r  w e lfa re

/
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This exam ple in d ic a t e s  th e  n eed  t o  be f u l l y  aware th a t  

r u r a l women are n o t  an u n d i f f e r e n t ia t e d  c a t e g o r y  when i t  

comes t o  th e  n e g a tiv e #  o r  p o s i t i v e ,  e f f e c t s  o f  t e c h n o lo ­

g i c a l  ch a n g e .

In  one su rv e y  in  Kenya# i t  was fou n d  th a t  women spend 

an average  o f  4 -5  hours a day on th e  farm  d u rin g  low la b o u r  

demand tim es  and 6 -9  h ou rs  a day in  peak season s#  e s p e ­

c i a l l y  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  and se co n d  w eed ings (p a la#  1976)•

C a ir  (1976) r e v e a l  th a t  women spen d  9 -1 0  h ou rs a 

day in  th e  f i e l d s  du rin g  the b u s ie s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e a s o n s . 

When a l l  o th e r  ta s k s  a re  added t o  th is #  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r is in g  

t o  f in d  t h a t  r u r a l  women work a<s many as 15 h ou rs a day a t  

th e  b u s ie s t  tim es  o f  th e  y e a r .

S h a s ip u r i  (1974) stu d ied } th e  r o le  o f  100 farm  women 

in  24 v i l l a g e s  o f  N a ja fg a rh  B lock# D e lh i w ith  r d s p e c t  t o  

e x p e c te d  and a c t u a l  p erform an ce  o f  s e l e c t e d  ta s k s  and 

d e c i s i o n s .  The stu dy  showed th a t  a l l  the f o l lo w in g  m a te r i­

a l s  r e la t e d  ta s k s  w ere p re d o m in a te ly  w i f e - c e n t r e d  and 

were m o st ly  p er form ed  and d e c is io n s  tak en  b y  them ; 

b r in g in g  fo d d e r  from  the f i e l d ,  c h a f f  c u t t in g #  p re p a rin g  

f e e d  f o r  the c a t t l e ,  g iv in g  w ater and fe e d in g  th e  c a t t l e #  

c le a n in g  th e  c a t t l e  shed# nfiO-king cowdung c a k e s , p re p a rin g  

b i t o r a ,  com p ost making# m ilk in g  and making curd# b u t te r  and 

g h e e .



2 2

A cco rd in g  t o  owuiuim than (1965) “ some h is t o r ia n s  

say th a t  i t  was wonun who f i r s t  d orn estica ted  c r o p  p la n ts  

and th erap y  i n i t i a t e d  the a r t  and s c ie n c e  o f  fa rm in g .
J

W hile men went ou t h u n tin g  in  sea rch  o f  f o o d ,  women 

s ta r t e d  g a th e r in g  se e d in g s  from  th e  n a t iv e  f l o r a  and 

began c u l t i v a t i n g  th ose  o f  in t e r e s t  from  th e  p o in t  o f 

v iew  o f  food #  f e e d ,  fod d er#  f i b r e  and f u e l .  Women have 

p la y e d  and c o n t in u e  t o  p la y  a Key r o le  in  th e  c o n s e r v a t io n  

o f  b a s ic  l i t e  su p p ort system s such as land# water# f lo r a #  

and fa u n a . .

In t h is  s tu d y , the c o n c e p t  o f  d e c i s io n  making in v o lv e d , 

d e f in in g  the problem# fin d in g #  com paring  and ch o o s in g  a c o u r s e  

o f  a c t i o n .  I t  was assumed th a t  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  

women in  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p a tte r n  o f  home. and farm  management 

m ight have c o - r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  r o le  b e h a v io u r  in  home and 

farm  management.

C h akravarthy  (1975) c o n d u cte d  a stu d y  in  some v i l l a g e s  

o f  Haryana t o  see  the r o le  perform ance o f  women in  the farm  

f a m i l i e s .  The stu dy r e v e a le d  th a t  an a c t iv e  farm women 

sp en t b t o  9 h ou rs  on th e  farm  du rin g  th e  peak a g r i c u l t u r a l  

season# The stu d y  was co n d u c te d  du ring  the w heat h a r v e s t in g  

p e r io d -3 t o  4 hou rs on ta k in g  ca re  o f  th e  c a t t l e  and 3 t o  4 

hours on house h o ld  c h o r e s .

T
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As th e  N a t io n a l I n s t i t u t e  o f  R ural D evelopm ent 

and F .A ,0  w orkshop on the in t e r g r a t io n  o f  women in  A g r ic u ltu r e

and R ural D evelopm ent (1980) o b s e rv e d  “There i s  an u rg e n t 

need  t o  expand know ledge and s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  on a l l  a s p e c t s Jt
o f  th e  r u r a l  p o o r  p a r t i c u l a r ly  w ith  r e g a r d  t o  women's

r o le  in  r u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  d issem in a te  t h i s  in fo r m a tio n

in  o r d e r  t o  prom ote g r e a t e r  awareness o f  wom en's r o le  in

S o c i e t y " ,
Nagre (1976)

stales th a t  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  o f  women, in  d e c i s io n  making 

was the h ig h e s t  (81 p er  c e n t )  in  s to ra g e  and s a le  o f  

p ro d u ce . Women p a r t i c ip a t e d  j o i n t l y  w ith  t h e i r  husbands 

in  d e c is io n  making ab ou t c r o p p in g  p a tte r n  in  15 p e r  c e n t  

o f  the c a s e s ,  W on^n's in v o lv e m e n t was meagre 2 ,5  p er  c e n t  

in  d e c is io n  making on c h o ic e  o f  seeds# use o f  ch e m ica l 

f e r t i l i s e r s #  a d o p t io n  o f  p la n t  p r o t e c t io n  m easures (Use 

o f  i n s e c t i c i d e s  and p e s t i c i d e s  )

A c co r d in g  t o  S u n ita  (1 9 7 0 ) t ,

a) A l l  members o f  farm  f a m i l i e s  to o k  p a r t  in  d e c is io n  

making in  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  r e la t in g  t o  

p r o d u c t io n  and s to ra g e #  s a le  o f  p rod u ce  and s a le  

and p u rch a se  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,

b) Male fa m ily  heads p la y e d  th e  dom inant r o l e  in  d e c is io n  

making o f  a l l  farm  t a s k s .  Sons p la y e d  th e  secon d  

im p orta n t r o l e  in  d e e is io n  making f o r  a l l  farm  ta s k s  

e x c e p t  v e g e ta b le  g row in g  f o r  w hich h o u se w ife  p la y e d
T

th e  se co n d  im p ortan t r o l e .



f' ^c ) Women in  n u c l e a r  fa m i l i e s  had r e l a t i v e l y  g r e a t e r  sa y  

than t h e i r  j o i n t  fa m ily  c o u n te r p a r ts  r e g a r d in g  a g r i -

«  c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o d u c t io n  a rea  t o

be sown# s e l e c t i o n  o f  s e e d s  and grow in g  o f  v e g e t a b le s .

On th e  o th e r  hand women in  j o i n t  fa m i l ie s  had r e l a t i v e l y  

g r e a t e r  sa y  re g a rd in g  use o f  ch e m ica l f e r t i l i s e r  and 

a d o p t io n  o f  p la n t  p r o t e c t i o n  m easures.

d) Types o f  fam ily#  e d u c a t io n  ana fondly c o m p o s it io n  

in f lu e n c e d  the e v e n t  o f  a cce p ta n ce  o f  wom en's r o le  

in  d e c i s i o n  making r e la t in g  t o  farm  t a s k .

e) The re a so n  f o r  ig n o r in g  women in  d e c is io n -m a k in g

r e la t in g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u ct io n  p r a c t i c e s  and c

m arketing  o f  f a ' ‘m prod u ce  were 'men know b e t t e r *  and 

'th e  j o b  i s  mans re a so n  f o r  the a c c e p ta n c e  o f  wom en's 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  d e c i s io n  making r e la t in g  t o  purchase 

and s a le  o f  an im als and s to ra g e  o f  farm  produ ce was 

's h a r in g  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y * .

Varma (1984) s a y s i

a) D e c is io n s  were tak en  by  male fa m ily  head a le n e  on 

v a c c in a t io n  o f  an im als  55 p er  cent# fe e d in g  o f  m in era ls  

and v ita m in s  48 p er  c e n t  and c a s t r a t io n  46 p e r  c e n t .

b) J o i n t  d e c is io n s  b y  husband and w ife  were ta k en  in
I

r e s p e c t  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  in se m in a tio n  57 p e r  cen t#  fe e d in g  

o f  b a la n c e d  r a t io n  53 p e r  c e n t ^ e x e r c is e  o f  an im als  50 

p er  c e n t ^ d i s i n f e c t i o n  o f  sheds 42 p er  cen t#  d e form in g  

o i  an im a ls  40 p er  c e n t .
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c) D e c is io n s  by  the T r ib a l  women a lo n e  was h ig h e s t  in  

r e s p e c t  o f  d i s i n f e c t i o n  o f  sheds 34 p e r  cen t#  

i s o l a t i o n  o f  s i c k  an im als  32 p er  c e n t#  e x e r c i s e  o f  

an im als  2 0  p er  c e n t  and deworming 18 p e r  c e n t .

K a ik a ra n i (1983) fou nd  o u t  th a t  a m a jo r i t y  o f  farm  

women re sp o n d e n ts  (71 p er  c e n t )  were in v o lv e d  in  in d e ­

pendent d e c is io n -m a k in g  on any o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o p e r a t io n s .

Ghosh, (1987) o p in e s t

a) In  p r a c t i c e s  r e la t in g  t o  l iv e s t o c k #  m ale heads o f  

f a m i l ie s  to o k  d e c is io n s  j o i n t l y  w ith  t h e i r  w iv e s . In  

d e c is io n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  b o rro w in g  money a l s o  women p la y e d  

some r o l e .  H ow ever, in  c a s e  o f̂ d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a t io n s  

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  c r o p  p r o d u c t io n  (a re a  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

crop s#  c r o p p in g  p a ttern #  h i r in g  e x t r a  farm  h elp #  p la n t in g  

tim e f o r  c r o p s ,  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  and h a rv e s t in g  

tim e) male farm  heads to o k  d e c is io n s  in d e p e n d e n t ly . For 

t r y in g  new c r o p  v a r ie t y  o r  p la n t  p r o t e c t io n  measure 

( a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  w e e d ic id e  o r  p e s t i c id e  ) a l s o  women were n o t  

in v o lv e d  in  d e c i s io n  m aking. A sm a ll p e r ce n ta g e  o f  women 

were c o n s u l t e d  f o r  g r a in  s to r a g e  and /  o r  ta k in g  farm  lo a n s .

Satnam Kaur (1983) q u o te s  th a t

R egard in g  d e c is io n  making p a tte r n  r e la t in g  t o  farm  

n a t te r s  male dom inated m o s t ly , mone o f  th e  d e c is io n s
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r e la t e d  to  farm  e x c e p t  s to r a g e  o f  farm  p ro d u ce , was made 

b y  farm  women on t h e ir  own. In  the f i n a l  d e c is io n  

women's in v o lv em en t was th e  h ig h e s t  in  th e  pu rchase  and 

s a le  o f  an im als (1 9 .9  p e r  c e n t )  fo l lo w e d  b y  s to r a g e  o f  

farm  p rod u ce  (1 4 .8  p e r  c e n t ) -  None o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

(Women)was in v o lv in g  in  f i n a l  d e c is io n -m a k in g  re g a rd in g  

v a r ie t y  o f  c r o p  t o  be sown and farm  c r e d i t .  M atters  

w h o lly  d e c id e d  b y  m ales (ev en  w ith o u t  c o n s u l t in g  fem ales) 

w erej use o f  p la n t  p r o t e c t io n  m easures and a p p l i c a t io n  

o f  f e r t i l i z e r s .

E d u ca tion  in c r e a s e d  th e  r o l e  o f  farm  women in  d e c is io n  

making on home a s  w e ll  as 'farm  a s p e c t s .  For in c r e a s in g  

th e  say  o f  farm  woman in  d e c is io n -m a k in g , th e r e  i s  a iw e d - 

t o  in c r e a s e  wom en's a c c e s s  t o  know ledge r e g a r d in g  new 

v a r i e t i e s  o f  c r o p s  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  a g r o -c h e m ic a ls ,  c r e d i t  and 

m arketing .
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C oncept Iona 1 m odel f o r  R ole A n a ly s is  o f  R ural F a-rm  Woman i

From th e  c o n c e p t io n a l  m odel f o r  r o le  a n a ly s i s  o f  

Rural farm  women i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  fo u r  r o le s  e x p e c te d  

t o  be p er form ed  by r u r a l  women w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  farm  

management a c t i v i t i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  b a se d  on review * 

re se a rch  and c o n s u l t a t io n  w ith  e x p e r ts *  These m ajor 

r o le » it e m s  were g iv e n  t o  th e  e x p e r ts #  r u r a l  women and 

t h e i r  husbands in  o r d e r  t o  know t h e i r  e x p e c t a t io n s  

r e g a rd in g  t h e i r  r e la t iv e  im portance  o f  th e se  item s as 

p e r c e iv e d  b y  them . I t  was a lso  h y p o th e s is e d  th a t  th e re  

w i l l  be d i f f e r e n c e  betw een p e r c e iv e d  r o l e  e x p e c t a t io n s  

and a c t u a l  r o le  perform an ce o f  r u r a l  w o m e n * In d d e n tia lly #
A

th e  s tu d y  a ls o  c o n c e p t u a l is e d  t o  examine th e  tim e u t i l i s a t i o n  

p a tte r n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e con om ic  g rou p  and o f  r u r a l  women 

w ith  the p erform a n ce  o f  I d e n t i f i e d  f o r  r o l e  ite m s . T h is 

stu dy  a l s o  aim s t o  un earth  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  a s e t  o f  

in d ep en d en t v a r ia b le s  w ith  the r o le  p erform a n ce  which 

w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  r o le  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  a farm  women 

b e lo n g in g  t o  r u r a l  f a m i l i e s .
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D. T ra in in g  g iv e n  in  A g r ic u lt u r e  E x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  Farm Women*

Brachhan (1978) p o in te d  o u t  th a t  in  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r ie s  

th e re  a re  h a r d ly  any p r o je c t s  t o  t r a in  women in  modern 

te ch n iq u e s  o f  p ro d u c t io n  o r  t o  in form  them ab ou t m arket and 

c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  in s p it e  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  women p la y  an 

im p orta n t r o l e  in  econ om ic  a c t i v i t i e s .

In  T am il Nadu the women farm ers work s h o u ld e r  t o  

s h o u ld e r  w ith  th e  men f o l k .  About 25 women fa rm ers o b ta in e d %
a day t r a in in g  co u rse  under th e  fu n c t io n a l  l i t e r a c y  c la s s  

in  s c i e n t i f i c  fa rm in g . The main s u b je c t s  ta u g h t  t o  them 

were bu d g ettin g ^ h ow  t o  o b t a in  y i e l d  th rou gh  b e t t e r  s e e d s , 

manures and a l s o  p la n t  p r o t e c t i o n  m ethod. They were a l s o  ‘ ' 

taken  t o  TNAU in  C oim batore and were shown a g r i c u l t u r a l  

e x h i b i t s ,  m i l l e t  and paddy b r e e d in g  i n s t i t u t e s ;  Sugarcane 

and c o t t o n  r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n s  and some a g ro  b a se d  in d u s t ­

r i e s .

The Farmers T ra in in g  C entre o f  Tam il Nadu A g r ic u l t u r a l  

U n iv e r s ity  in  c o - o r d in a t io n  w ith  the M odakuruchi P anchayat 

Union has s o  f a r  o r g a n is e d  two women t r a in in g  camps and 

more than  300 women have been  t r a in e d .  D uring the la s t  

te n  y e a rs  a t o t a l  o f  a b ou t 7 ,0 0 0  women have been  t r a in e d  in  

s c i e n t i f i c  fa rm in g .



( J M E t f y o b o I o g y



I l l  METHODOLOGY

The m eth od o logy  f o r  th e  s tu d y  "E x ten t o f  u t i l i s a t i o n  

o f  t r a in in g  on im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  by  r u r a l  women" 

c o n s is t e d  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  s t e p s :

A . S e le c t io n  o f  th e  Area

B. S e le c t i o n  o f  the Sample

C# S e le c t i o n  o f  th e  M ethod

D. E v o lv in g  Q u e s t io n a ir e  and In te rv ie w  S ch ed u le

E. C onduct o f  th e  Study

and F. A n a ly s is  and I n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  Data

A . S e le c t io n  o f  th e  A rea :

F ive  v i l l a g e s  in  Karam adai b lo c k  nam ely M uttukulur, 

Kuranur# T h ak am patti, K ittam palayam # K ondaipalayam  and one

from  A th ipp a layam  v i l l a g e  in  S ark ar Samakulam b lo c k  were
for

s e l e c t e d  th e  s tu d y .
A

The C r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  the v i l l a g e s  w ere :

1 .  C o -o p e r a t io n  and i n t e r e s t  en su red  by  the p e o p le

2 . Easy a c c e s s a b i l i t y  and th e  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  

t o  the v i l l a g e s #



31

B. S e le c t io n  o f  th e  Sam plei

105 Farm women who had undergone t r a in in g  were 

s e l e c t e d  random ly from  6  v i l l a g e s  nam ely, K uranur, M uttu -
c

k u la r , T hak am ap tti, K ittam palayam , K ondaipalayam , and
and

Athippalayam ^3 t r a in in g  a s s o c ia t e s  from  K V K and 5 t r a in in g  

A s s o c ia t e s  from  T N A U w ere s e l e c t e d  a s  s a m p le s .

C. S e le c t io n  o f  the M ethod*

In te r v ie w  sch ed u le  i s  the name g iv e n  t o  a l i s t  o f  

q u e s t io n s  t o  w hich re sp o n se s  are  o b ta in e d  from  th e re sp o n ­

d en t by  th e  in v e s t ig a t o r  in  a fa c e  t o  fa c e  c o n t a c t .  I t  i s  

th e  name u s u a l ly  a p p l ie d  t o  a s e t  o f  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  

a re  ask ed  b y  th e  in te r v ie w e r  "to the in te r v ie w e e  

(B in dh , 1984) .

Q u e s t io n s ir e  method a f f o r d s  g r e a t  f a c i l i t i e s  in  c o l l e c t i n g  

data  from  la r g e ,  d iv e r s e  and w id e ly - s c a t t e r e d  g rou p s  o f  

p e o p le .  I t  i s  u sed  in  g a th e r in g  o b j e c t i v e ,  q u a n t it iv e  data  

as  w e ll  as f o r  s e c u r in g  in fo r m a t io n  o f  a q u a n t i t a t i v e  

natu re (W ik in son  and B handarkar, 1 9 8 2 ).

The in t e r v ie w  sh ed u le  f o r  e l i c i t i n g  in fo r m a t io n  from  

farm  women and q u e s t io n n a ir e  t o  c o l l e c t  in fo r m a t io n  from  

t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  were th e  methqds a d o p te d  f o r  the p r e s e n t  

s tu d y .

f
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D, E vo lv in g  Q u e st io n n a ire  and Intexrvlew  S ch e d u le !
T

Ar. in te r v ie w  s ch e d u le  t o  e l i c i t  in fo r m a t io n  from  th e  

farm  women a b o u t  th e  u t l i s a t i o n .  o f  know ledge g a in e d  by 

a t te n d in g  th e  t r a in in g  in  th e  modern farm  p r a c t i c e s  was 

e v o lv e d  and g iv e n  t o  a ju r y  p a n e l f o r  s c r u t in y .  I n c o r p o r a t in g  

t h e i r  s u g g e s t io n s  th e  in te r v ie w  sch ed u le  was f i n i l i a ^ e d .

To o b t a in  th e  in fo r m a t io n  r e la t in g  t o  th e  ty p e s  o f  

t r a in in g  and the p e rs o n n e l t o  whom th e  t r a in in g s  were 

g iv e n  and g e t  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  t r a in in g  g iv e n  t o  th e  

farm  women in  im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  and the names 

and a d d r e s s e s  o f  the farm  women t o  whom th e t r a in in g s  

were g iv e n *  from  the t r a in in g  ce n tre s #  a q u e s t io n n a ir e  

was e v o lv e d .

E. C onduct o f  the S tu d y»

W ith the h e lp  o f  the f i n a l i s e d  in te r v ie w  sch edu le#  

th e  in v e s t i g a t o r  p e r s o n a l ly  c o n t a c te d  and interview ee^05 }

farm  women who had underg ne th e  t r a in in g  t o  c o l l e c t  

in fo r m a tio n  w ith  re g a rd  t o  th e  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  know ledge 

g a in e d  in  t r a in in g  in  t h e i r  fa rm s .

The q u e s t io n n a ir e  e v o lv e d  f o r  the p u rp ose  was 

a d m in is te re d  t o  th e  8  t r a in e r s  o f  the 2  t r a in in g  c e n t r e s .
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P. A n a ly s is  and I n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  D ata:

The d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  a re  c o n s o lid a te d #  t a b u la te d , 

a n a ly se d  and p r e s e n te d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  c h a p t e r .

■c

/
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IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The r e s u l t s  o f  the s tu d y  w hich was p lan n ed  and 

im plem ented t o  e l i c i t  in fo r m a t io n  a b ou t "The e x t e n t  o f  

u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  t r a in in g  on im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  by  

r u r a l  Women"# a re  p r e s e n te d  and d is c u s s e d  under the 

fo l lo w in g  h ead in gs*

A . ( i )  B ackground In fo r m a tio n  abou t th e  Farm 

Women

( i i )  A g r ic u l t u r a l  O p e ra t io n s  o f  Farm Women 

and B. T r a in in g  g iv e n  by  d i f f e r e n t  T ra in in g  I n s t i t u t i o n s *

A« ( i)  B ackground In fo rm a tio n  a b ou t the, Farm Women*
i)

A sam ple o f  105 farm  women who had un dergone 

t r a in in g  in  A g r ic u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  co n d u cte d  b y  t  he 

t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  were tak en  f o r  th e  stu dy  and in te r v ie w e d  f 

b y  the in v e s t i g a t o r  w ith  the h e lp  o f  a s p e c i a l l y  e v o lv e d  

in te r v ie w  S ch e d u le .

The age range o f  the women b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i s  

g iv e n  in  T a b l e . I .
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TABLE I

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BENEFICIARIES

SoNo. Age grou p T o ta l P e rce n ta g e

1 . 15 -  25 29 27 o 6

2 . 26 -  35 28 2 6 ,6

3 . 36 -  50 31 29 ©5

5 . 51 and above 17 1 6 .1

Of th e  105 Farm Women ta k en  f o r  the study# 31

b e lo n g e d  t o  the age r a n g e .o f  3 6 - 5 0 years#  29 in  the

age range 15 -  25* 28 t o  26 ■-  35 and 17 v/ere above 51

y ea rs •

t a b le I I

edu cation al  STATUS OF 'THE BENEFICIARIES

S .N o. E d u ca tio n a l S ta tu s T o ta l P e rce n ta g e

1 . S tu d y in g 56 5 3 .3

2 . I l l i t e r a t e 33 3 1 .4

3 . Up t o  V sta n d a rd 1 2 1 1 .4

4 . Up t o  X II  sta n d a rd 3 2 . 8

5 . D egree 1 0 .9
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The above ta b le  shows t h a t  53*3 p e r  c e n t  were 

s t u d y in g j3 1 .4  p e r  c e n t  were i l l i t e r a t e s ^  11 o4 studiedl 

u p to  5 th  S ta n d a rd  and one D egree h o ld e ro

TABLE I I I  1.

CASTE DISTRIBUTION

S . NO. C aste T o ta l p e rce n ta g e

1 . Gowde r 59 5 6 .2

2 . N aidu 28 2 6 .6

3 . Voka 1 ie  r 1 8 1 7 .1

The t a b le  ’r e v e a ls  th a t  56*2 p er c e n t  b e lo n g e d  t o  

gow der com m unity, N aidu 2 6 ,6  p e r  c e n t  and 17• 1 p e r  c e n t  

v o k a l i e r •

The o c c u p a t io n  o f  th e  husbands o f  th e  105 ■'women 

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  taken  f o r  the s tu d y  a re  g iv e n  in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  T a b le  IV e

o

X
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ta b le  i v

OCCUPATION OP fflE HUSBANDS

S .N o . O ccu p a tio n T o ta l

— • A g r ic u lt u r e 45

2 . M i l l  la b o u r 5

3 . P e t t is h o p 4

4 . T each er 4

5 . O f f i c e r 4

6 . Manager 1

7 . O thers 1 2

O f the 105 Farm women ta k e n  f o r  the stu d y  75 were

m a rr ie d  women and th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  t h e i r husbands a re  g iv e n

in  the above t a b l e .  !̂ 5 in  a g r ic u l t u r e #  5 m il l  la b o u re r#  4

e a ch  p e t t is h o p #  'teacher#  o f f i c e r ,  and O ther ty p e s  o f  j o b s .

TABLE V
** CHILDREN IN THE FAMILY

S .N o . Number o f  C h ild re n T o t a l

1 . 1 - 3 60

2 , 4 - 5 14

3 . 7 1

- 60 o f  th e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  had 1 t o  3 c h i ld r e n  in  the

fa m il ie s # 14 had 4 t o  5 c h i l d r e n ’ and one had 7 c h i l d r e n .

ft

T
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i  i )  A g r ic u l t u r a l  Oi„a r a t  Ion s  o f  Farm Women*

ta b le  v i

POSSESSION OF LAND

S oN O • Land in  A cres T o ta l P ercen

i . Dry lan d  

1 - 5 50 47'o6

5 - 1 0  - C 5 <>7

1 0  and above 4 . 3 . 8

2 C Wet land

1 - 5 58 5 5 .2

5 - 1 0 9 8  o5

1 0  and above 14 13 .3

The t a b le  r e v e a ls  th a t  4 7 0 6  p e r  c e n t  had 1 -5  a cre s#  

5 .7  had 5 -10  a c r e s  and 3 .8  had more than 10 a c r e s  o f  

Dry la n d  where as  5 5 o2 p er  c e n t  had 1-5  a c r e s  o f  Wet land# 

8 .5  had 5 -1 0  a c r e s  and 13 03 had more than  10 a c r e s  o f  

wet la n d .

Out o f  105/ o n ly  83 v iew  "Va^yalum Vazhvum" , in  th e  

T .V o , and 6  l i s t e n  t o  th e  farm  b r o a d c o s t  (Puthum urai 

V ivasaysm ) A l l  o f  them had s t a t e d  th a t  th e y  had le a rn e d  

new a g r i c u l t u r a l  farm  p r a c t i c e s  by  v ie w in g  th e  T .V . and

l i s t e n i n g  th e  r a d io  programmes and 9 6 .6  p e r  c e n t  were
0

p u tt in g  them in  t h e i r  farm  o p e r a t io n s .  The v a r io u s  ite m s
m

c u l t i v a t e d  b y  th e  farm  women th e ir ' farm  are  g iv e n  in
a t

T ab le  V I .



TABLE V I I

CROPPING PATTERN

S.NO. V a r io u s  item s 
c u l t i v a t e d T o ta l pe r ce  ntage

1 . G reen gram dh al 39 3 7 .1

2 . Paddy 39 3 7 .1

3 . C otton 38 3 6 .1

4 . H orse gram dhal 24 2 2  0 8

5 . B engal gram dhal 23 21 .9

6 . Sugar cane 2 0t 1 9 .0

7 . C u rr ie  le a v e s 13 12 .3

8 . A v a ra i 9 8 .5

9 . Banana 6 5 .7

1 0 . „ K o ria n d a r  le a v e s 5 4 .7

1 1 . T abacoo 5 4 .7

1 2 . Channa 3 2 . 8

13 o O i l  Seeds 3 2 . 8

14 . Ragi 2 1 .9

15 o B r in ja l 2 1 .9

16 . O th ers 82 7 8 .0

The t a b le  c l e a r l y  shows th e  d i f f e r e n t  item s 

c u l t i v a t e d  in  t h e i r  lan ds 3 7 .1  p e r  c e n t  c u l t i v a t e  g reen
•f

gram d h a l, 3 6 .1  p er  c e n t  c o t t o n  and 2 2 .8  H orse gram d h a l 

78 p er  c e n t  c u l t i v a t e  v a r io u s  item s l ik e  W aterm£lOan,
T

Jasm ine e t c .  f
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TABLE V II I

ROLE OF WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE CULTIVATION

S 0NO. Be le T o ta l P e r c e n ta g e '

1 . C a t t le  management 92 8 7 .6

2 . Farm management 87 8 2 .8

3 . G oat r e a r in g 7 6 . 6

The t a b le  c l e a r l y  shows the d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  

works c a r r i e d  o u t  by  th e  women in  a g r i c u l t u r e .  8 7 .6  

p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  farm  women in v o lv e  th em se lv es  in  c a t t l e  

management and 8 2 08 p er  c e n t  in  Tarm management.

T
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TABLE DC
TYPE OF WO UK THE FARM WOMEN DO

S .N o.
« *

Types o f  work T o ta l P ercen ta g e

1 . S eed  sow ing 87

000
4

G
O

2 . H a rv e s tin g 6 8 6 4 .7

3 . S tora g e  o f  fo o d  g r a in s 56 5 3 .3

4 . C o tto n  p ic k in g 35 3 3 .3

5 . Winnowing 34 32 .3

6 . M arketing 29 27 .6

7 . W ater management 17 16 .1

8 . Paddy c u l t i v a t i o n 13 1 2 .3

9c G reen gram d h a l 
h a r v e s t in g  and p ic k in g 7 6 . 6

1 0 . S p ray in g  p e s t i c i d e s 7 6 . 6

1 1 c R agi h a r v e s t in g  and 
s e e d  sow ing 2 1 .9

1 2 . O th ers
«

81 7 7 .1

From the t a b le  i t  c o u ld  be seen  t h a t  women were 

engaged  in  d i f f e r e n t  farm  o p e ra t io n s#  8 2 ,8  p er  c e n t  in  

se e d  sow in g ^ 6 4 .7  p e r  c e n t  in  H a rv e s tin g ^ 7 7 .1  p e r  c e n t  

in  o th e r s  l ik e  i r r i g a t i o n ^  weed rem ov in g . O nly  1 .9  p er  

c e n t  w ere in v o lv e d  in  R agi c u t t in g  as  R agi c u l t i v a t i o n  

i s  n o t fo l lo w e d  much in  t h is  a r e a .



l c " “ WEN IN pARM
UPERATI0N WEED REMOVAL

Fig lire-/it

Figure- Fin



3 * WOMEN in  farm operation cleaning the grains

Figure-

4 • TfiAIN1HG classes held

Figure



5 .  TRAINING GIVEN IN SEED TECHNOLOGY

F ig u r e  - / ? 5
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A l l  the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  were in  need o f  t r a in in g  

in  im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e .  The a rea s  in  w hich b e n e f i c i a r i e s

needed  

in  the

t r a in in g  

ta b le  X .

AREAS

in  the im proved farm 

TABLE X

IN WHICH TRAINING IS

p r a c t i c e s  a r e .g iv e n  

needed

S .N o. Area T o ta l p ercen ta g e

1 . C o tton 40 4 7 .6

2 . Banana 30 35 .7

3 . T a b a cco 14 16 .6

4 7 .6  p er  c e n t  o f  th e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  r e q u i r e d  more 

t r a in in g  in  c o t t o n ,  35-7per c^ n t in  Banana and 16 .6  

p e r  c e n t  in  ta b a cc o  c u l t i v a t i o n .

A l l  the 10 5 women b e n e f i c i a r i e s  had a tte n d e d  th e  

t r a in in g  programme l ik e  banana, c o t t o n ,c o c o n u t ,  t a b a c c o ,  e t c .

9 4 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  th eT .b e n e f i c ia r i e s  had a tte n d e d  

th e  t r a in in g  programme v o l u n t a r i l y  w hereas 5 .7  p e r  c e n t  

had a t te n d e d  the t r a in in g  beca u se  o f  th e  p re s s u re  g iv e n  

by  KVK -and TNAU p e r s o n n e l .
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'■’■he t r a in in g  programme in  im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  

fo r  women were o r g a n is e d  by  S r i  A v in a sh ilin g a m  K r is h i  

v ig y a n  Kendra and Tam il Nadu A g r ic u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s it y .

A l l  the b e n e f i c i a r i e s  were m o tiv a te d  b y  the A s s is t a n t  

A g r ic u l t u r a l  O f f i c e r s  in ch a rg e  o f  t r a in in g  programme and 

T ra in in g  A s s o c ia te s  o f  the KVK.

The t r a in in g s  were co n d u cte d  a t  th e  KVK campus 

Vivekanandapuram  and TNAU co n d u cte d  t r a in in g  in  th e  v i l l a g e  

i t s e l f .  The t r a in e e s  were tak en  t o  the v i l l a g e s  on f i e l d  

v i s i t .  D em on stra tion s were co n d u cte d  in  th e  v i l l a g e  

f i e l d s .

Two ty p e s  o f  t r a in in g  were c o n d u cte d  v i z ,  7 and 

15 days and 78 p er  c e n t  o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  had a tte n d e d  7 days 

t r a in in g  and 22 per c e n t  had a tte n d e d  15 days t r a in i n g .

5 0 o4 p er  c e n t  had s t a t e d  t h a t  the t r a in in g  was more
»

t h e o r e t i c a l  w hereas 4 9 .6  p e r  c e n t  had s t a t e d  th a t  the 

t r a in in g  em ph asised  more o f  p r a c t i c a l .

The t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  had g iv e n  t r a in in g  in  im proved  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  v a r io u s  c u l t i v a t i o n s .  The 

im proved  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  in  d i f f e r e n t  item s of 

c u l t i v a t i o n  t o  the farm  women and t o  the e x t e n t  th a t  

th ey  had le a r n t  from  a re  g iv e n  in  T ab le  X I .
A
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TABLE XI

IMPROVED AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES LEARNT

ScN.o» Im proved A g r ic u l t u r a l  T o t a l  p e rce n ta g e
p r a c t i c e s

2.

3 .

a,. Aw areness o f  h igh  y ie ld in g  
v a r ie t y  seed s 21 20

b .  Modern c u l t i v a t i o n
me th ods 1 8 17 o l

Co The manures t o  be u sed 17 16 o l

Banana p la n t :

a ,  R oot d e ca y in g 9 8 . 5

b .  D isea se  c o n t r o l  in  <» 
th e  banana p la n t 8 7 06

C o tto n : .
0

a .  D ipping th e  s e e d s  in  
w ater c o n t a in in g  
b e v e s te e n  * 56 5 3 .3

b .  Rodent c o n t r o l  in  
c o t t o n  f i e l d s 24 2 2 . 8

Co Usage o f  manures 2 1 o9

d . L ig h t  drum 2 1 . 9

T a b a cco :

a .  Y ear head buck  a t t a c k 2 1 . 9

b# C o n tr o l o f  in s e c t s  -  
a t ta c k in g  r o o t s 2 1 . 9

4
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5 . - Coconut*

a . D igg in g  t ip s  and a p p ly in g  
manures f o r  c o c o n u t  p la n t in g

20 19 .0

b . C o n tr o l o f  c o c o n u t  wasp 19 1 8 .6

6 c G reen Gram Dual* •

a . D rip  i r r i g a t i o n 26 2 4 .7

b . U sing manures 26 2 4 .7

c  . S o i l  s u i t a b i l i t y 24 2 2 .8

7 . P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  seed s*

a . P r o t e c t io n  o f  se e d s  from
i n s e c t i c i d e s 3 2 .8

b . P ack in g  seed s 3 2 o 8

8 . Ground p lan t*  ,

a . The im proved te ch n iq u e s  in
grou n dn u t c u l t i v a t i o n 2 1 .9

b . V a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  manures u sed 2 1 .9

c . S o i l  s u i t a b i l i t y 2 1 o9

9 . P o u lt r y  farm ing*

a„ D isease  t h a t  a t t a c k  the 
c h ic k s 3 2 .8

b . P o u lt r y  fe e d in g 2 1 .9

c . C o n tr o l  o f  d is e a s e s 1 0 .9

10 . S e r i c u l t u r e  *

a . F eeding f o r  la rv a 8 7 .6
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The above t a b l «  c l e a r l y  shows th e  e x te n t  th e  farm  

women had le a r n t  a b o u t  the im p r o v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  

f o r  w hich th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  had g iv e n  v a r io u s  t r a in in g s  

t o  th e  farm  women. 20 p e r  c e n t . o f  th e  farm  women ta k en  f o r  

th e  s tu d y  became aware o f  th e  HYV o f  paddy seeds*  2 4 .7  

knew a b o u t  d r ip  i r r i g a t i o n  and new manures on g re e n  gram 

d h a l and 2 2 .8  u n d e r s t o o d  a b o u t  s o i l  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  g reen  

graradhal o n ly  a f t e r  u n d erg o in g  th e  t r a in i n g .  2 2 .8  p e r  c e n t  

o f  Farm Women knew a b ou t r o d e n t  c o n t r o l  in  c o t t o n n f i e l d s  •

5 3 .3  rem oval o f  i n s e c t i c i d e s  b y  d ip p in g  th e  w ater c o n t a in in g  

b e v e s t e e n .
T

f

No f i n a n c i a l  a s s is t a n c e  was o f f e r e d ,  d u rin g  th e  t r a in i n g .

A f t e r  th e  t r a in in g  was o v e r  th e  t r a in e e s  were s u p p l ie d  w ith  
*

some Item s a s  in c e n t i v e s .  The item s s u p p lie d  a f t e r  th e  

t r a in i n g  i s  p r e s e n te d  in  t a b le  X I I .

TABLE X I I

ITEMS SUPPLIED AFTER THE TRAINING

S .N o . Item s T o t a l  P e rce n ta g e

x ‘« Urea (12 kg) 57 CM•in

2 . High Y id ld in g  v a r ie t y
seed s  c o c o n u t  n u rsery 33 3 1 .4

3 . 200ml m ataceta x  and
Demakaran 13 1 2 .3

4.* Spade 2 1 .9
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Fr^m th e above t a b le  i t  c o u ld  be seen  th a t  5 4 .2  

p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  farm  women who had undergone t r a in in g  

in  im proved p r a c t i c e s  in  a g r i c u l t u r e  were s u p p l l i e d  w ith  

urea  and 3 1 .4  per c e n t  w e r e <s u p p lie d  w ith  HYV se e d s  l ik e  

Green Gram dhal# soyabeans# O i ls e e d s ,  and c o co n u t  n u r s e r y .

A l l  th e  farm  women ta k en  f a r  th e  s tu d y  a c t i v e l y

p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  d is c u s s io n s  du rin g  th e  t r a in in g  and

c le a r e d  th e  d o u b ts . t ‘
»

TABLE X II I  *

KNOWLEDGE GAINED IN IMPROVED FARM PRACTICES

S.NO. Knowledge g a in e d T o ta l p e rce n ta g e

•*. •
<

A g r ic u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n  f o r  
more p r o d u c t io n 10 2 97 .1

2 . Use o f  f e r t i l i z e r s 55 5 2 .3

3 . U sing H ybrid  se e d s 37 35 .2

The farm women who had undergone the tra'ining in 

improved farm practice had gained more knowledge in 

d iffe r e n t  areas.They are 9 7 .1  per cent on the new technique 

o f a g r ic u ltu r a l operation which w il l  provide more y ie ld ,

52 .3  per cent on use o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  and 35 .2  on using  

Hybrid V ariety  seeds.
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A l l  th e  farm  women had s t a t e d  th a t  th e y  were a b le  

t o  u t i l i s e  th e  t r a in in g  in  im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  in  t h e i r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s .

The women b e n e f i c i a r i e s  had s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  t r a in in g  

c e n t r e s  c a r r y o u t  f o l lo w -u p  a c t i v i t i e s .

Many o f  the farm  women had pu t in t o  p r a c t i c e  th e  

d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  im proved  farm ing le a r n t  from  the 

t r a in in g  in  t h e i r  fa rm s . They are  p r e s e n te d  in  t a b le  X IV .

TABLE XIV

PUTTING INTO PRACTICE THE IMPROVED FARM TECHNIQUES
c

S .N o. Farm te ch n iq u e s T o ta l Pe rce n ta g e

1 .
< *

D ip p in g  the se e d s  in  w ater 
c o n ta in in g  b e v e s te e n 56 5 3 .3

2 . D rip  i r r i g a t i o n  d u rin g  Water 
s c a r c e  p e r io d 26 2 4 .7

3 . U sing new paddy v a r ie t y  
o f  seed s 20 19 .0

4 . Rodent c o n t r o l  in  
c o t t o n  f i e l d s 20 19 ,0

5 . D ig g in g  t ip s  and a p p ly in g  
manures f o r  c o co n u t  p la n t in g 18 1 7 .1

More women were in v o lv e d  in  sow ing th e  c o t t o n  se e d s  

in  t h e i r  f i e l d s  and 5 3 .3  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  farm  women d ip  

th e  c o t t o n  seed s  in  w ater  c o n ta in in g  b e v e s te e n  fo r  p la n t  # 

p r o t e c t io n ^ 2 4 .7  per c e n t  u sed  d r ip  i r r ig a t io n #  j. C) p e r  c e n t  

u sed  new v a r ie t y  o f  paddy seed s  and 'l.CJ p e r  c e n t  r o d e n t '

c o n t r o l  in  c o t t o n  f i e l d .
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9 2 .3  p er  c e n t  o f  farm  women c o n t a c t e d  th e  t r a in in g  

c e n tr e  f o r  more in fo r m a tio n  when th ey  were p r a c t i c a l l y  

doing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s ,  7 .6  p e r  c e n t  s a id  th a t  

th ey  c a r r i e d  on th e  p r a c t i c e  by th e m s e lv e s .

The farm  women who had undergone t r a in in g  and had 

put new t e c h n o lo g ie s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  in to  

p r a c t i c e s  in  t h e i r  farm s had b e n e f i t e d  b eca u se  o f  the 

t r a i n i n g .  The b e n e f i t s  th e y  had a c q u ir e d  are  p e rs e n te d  

in  T ab le  .XV.

TABLE XV

BENEFITS ACQUIRED BY THE FARM WOMEN

S.NO. B e n e f it s  A cq u ire d  
th e  farm  women

by T o ta l p e rce n ta g e

1 . More y i e l d * 102 97 .1

2 . Fine q u a l i t y 98 9 3 .3  '

3 . More Money < 15 14 .2

4 . Good p r o f i t 10 9 .5

T
t

9 7 .1  p er  c e n t  had s a id  th a t  th ey  g o t  more y i e l d ,

93 .3  p e r  c e n t  f e l t  th a t  th e y  g o t  f in e  q u a l i t y  o f  g r a in s ,  

14 .2  g o t  more tnoney b eca u se  o f  more y i e l d  and 9 .5  g o t  

more p r o f i t  which is  p r e s e n te d  in  p ie  d iagram .
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MORE YIELD 

£>FINE Q.UAUTY 

MORE MONEY 
GOOD PROFIT

BENEFITS ACQUIRED BY THE FARM WOMEN

Fig ure. £
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O f th e  105 farm  women who had a tte n d e d  the 

d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  t r a in in g  in  the im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s ,  

102 had p u t in t o  p r a c t i c e  what th ey  had le a r n t  in  th e  

t r a in in g  and they  g o t  b e n e f i t  o u t  o f  t h a t .  O nly 3 had n o t  

put in t o  p r a c t i c e  the im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  an d -th e  

re a so n s  g iv e n  by  them f o r  n o t  p u tt in g  them in t o  p r a c t i c e  

were t h a t  " I t  in v o lv e d  more e x p e n d it u r e " .

The farm  women had fa c e d  prob lem s w h ile  p u tt in g  

th e  new ly  le a rn e d  t e c h n o lo g ie s  and the p rob lem s were 

8 .5  p e r  c e n t  had s t a t e d  th a t  " I t  in v o lv e s  more m oney", 

and 2 .8  p e r  c e n t  had s t a t e d  t h a t  " I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

g e t  more farm  la b o u r e r s "

The farm  women had taken  lo a n s  from  the banks t o  

overcom e f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b u t  th e y  were unable t o  

g e t  more farm  la b o u r e r s .  e

Out o f  105 farm  women, 68 .5  p e r  c e n t  had s a id  th a t  

th e y  do n o t  have fa rm ers  c lu b  in  t h e i r  v i l l a g e ,  w hereas

3 1 .4  p e r  c e n t  had s a id  th a t  th ey  were h a v in g  farm ers c lu b  

in  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  Thejfarm ers c lu b  n o rm a lly  m eets once 

in  f i f t e e n  days."? A l l  the women who had s a id  th a t  fa rm ers 

c lu b  i s  in  e x is t e n c e  a t te n d  th e  m eetin gs r e g u la r ly .
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The s u g g e s t io n s  g iv e n  by the farm  women f o r  

making the t r a in in g  Oh im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  more 

p r a c t i c a l  and u s e fu l  a re  prese~~'nted in  th e  T a b le .  X V I.

TABLE XVI

SUGGESTIONS OF FARM WOMEN

S .N o. S u g g e s t io n s T o ta l p ercen ta g e

1 . S tora g e  o f  f o o d  g r a in s 75 7 1 .4  .

2 . R odent c o n t r o l 62 59 .0

3 . P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  
v e g e ta b le s

i
54 51 .4

4 . M arketing  and T 
C o -o p e r a t iv e s  f 48 4 5 .7

From th e  t a b le  i t  c o u ld  be seen  th a t  7 1 .4  per c e n t  

had s t a t e d  th a t  s to r a g e  o f  fo o d  g r a in s  and 59 p e r  c e n t  

Rodent C o n tr o l  c o u ld  be in c lu d e d  in  th e  t r a in in g ,  5 1 .4  

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  v e g e t a b le s  c o u ld  be in c lu d e d  in  the 

t r a in in g  4 5 .7  p e r  c e n t  had s a id  th a t  m ark etin g  and 

c o - o p e r a t iv e s  may a l s o  be in c lu d e d  in  th e  t r a in i n g .  A l l  o f  

th e m  had s a id  th a t  more p r e c t i c a l s  w ith  d em on stra tion s  

and l e s s  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  in fo r m a tio n  may be fo l lo w e d  

as  the m eth od ology  o f  th e  t r a in in g  w h ile  o r g a n is in g  

t r a in in g  programmes f o r  farm  p e r s o n s .
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Two t r a in in g  c e n tr e s *  namely* S r i  A v in a sh ilin g a m  

K r is h iv ig y a n  Kendra and T am il Nadu A g r ic u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s it y  

w h ich  were c o n d u c t in g  t r a in in g  programme f o r  farm  women 

were tak en  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .

S r i  A v in a sh ilin g a m  K r is h i  V igyan  Kendra sp o n so re d  

b y  th e  ICAR was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1979 and TNAU s p o n so re d  by  

th e  S ta te  Governm ent s t a r t e d  g iv in g  t r a in in g  from  1 9 8 1 .

The p a r t i c u la r s  about th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  and the v a r io u s  

t r a in in g s jo r g a n is e d  b y  them were g a th e r e d  b y  a d m in is te r in g

a s p e c i a l l y  e v o lv e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  t o  8 t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l
t

(3  from  KVK and 5 from  TNAU) o f  th e  c e n t r e s .  The
J

re sp o n se  a re  g iv e n  in  th e  fo l lo w in g *

TABLE X V II

PERSONS TO WHOM TRAINING WAS GIVEN

B # T r a i n i n g  g i v e n  b y  D i f f e r e n t  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n a l

S.NO. P e rs o n n e l Number
R esponding

1 . Farm men and women 5

2 . R ural men and women on
s a n it a t io n  and n u t r i t io n 4

3 . Youth c lu b  members 2

4 . P e rso n n e l o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l
Departm ents 2

5 . Panchayat P r e s id e n t s ,V i l la g e
l e v e l  w ork ers 2

6 . R adio p e r s o n n e l 1

7 . A d u lt  E d u ca tion  (A n im ators) 1.

8 . S o c i a l  f o r e s t r y  p e rs o n n e l 1
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The two t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  o r g a n is e  t r a in in g  

t o  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r ie s  o f  p e o p le  w hich i s  p re se n te d  

in  the above t a b l e .  Out o f  8 j5  re sp o n d e n ts  had s a id

th a t  t r a in in g  was g iv e n  t o  farm  men and women# 4 had
«•*

s 'a id  t o  r u r a l  men and women on s a n i t a t io n  and n u t r i t i o n .  

T r a in in g s  were a rra n g ed  f o r  you th  c lu b  members/ p e rs o n n e l 

o f  A g r ic u lt u r e  D epartm ents Tand P anchayat members# 

v i l l a g e  l e v e l  w orkers# p e r s o n n e l in ch a rg e  o f  Radio
t.

Programmes and a n im ators  o f  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  c e n t r e s .

A v in a sh ilin g a m  K r is h i  V igyan  Kendra p ro v id e d  

s e p a ra te  t r a in in g  f o r  farm  women w hereas TNAU p r o v id e d  

com bained  t r a in in g  f o r  men and women.

c

Jt
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TABLE X V III

TYPES OF TRAINING GIVEN

S.NO. V a riou s  T ra in in g Number
Responding

1 . B io -g a s  p la n t 3

2 o A g r ic u ltu r e  p r o c e s s in g 3

3 . D a iry 3

4 . Paddy p a r b o i l in g 2

5 .' C o n tr o l  o f  p e s t  and d is e a s e 2

6 . C u lt iv a t io n  o f  c r o p s 2

7 . P o u lt r y 2

8 . S e r ic u lt u r e 2

9 . Farm m achinery and le a d e r s h ip ­
t r a in in g 2

10 . D em on stra tion  on farm  p r a c t ic e 1

11 . A g r ic u lt u r e  im plem ents 1

12 . P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  f r u i t s  and 
v e g e t a b le s 1

1 3 . Labour and e n e rg y  sa v in g  
d e v ic e s 1

14 . Use o f  naveen s i c k l e 1

The d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  t r a in in g  g iv e n  b y  th e  

t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  t o  th e  farm  women in  the modern farm  

o p e r a t io n s  are  g iv e n  in  th e  above t a b l e .  They had p r o v id e d  

t r a in in g  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s in g .  B io -g a s  p lant#  Dairy# 

Paddy P a r b o i l in g ,  p e s t  and d ise a s e  c o n t r o l#  c u l t i v a t i o n  

o f  c r o p s  and o t h e r s .
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The S t i  A v in a sh ilin g a m  K r is h i 'v ig y a n  Kendra 

co n d u cte d  1-7 days on-cam pus t r a in in g  a t  Vivekanandapuram  

whereas TNAU co n d u cte d  t r a in in g  from  1-10  days o ff .ca m p u s  

t r a in in g  a t  the v i l l a g e s  i t s e l f .

TABLE XIX
c

PUBLISISING THE TRAINING FOR WOMEN

SoNO. P u b l i c i t y  - Number
R esponding

lc Through A l l  In d ia  R adio 6

2. Through you th  c lu b s  and 
M ahila Manduls 3

3. Through p o s t  c a r d  (o r )  
c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s 1 .

4 . Through l o c a l  le a d e r s 1 ‘

'he in fo rm a tio n  as t o ,  how do th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  

p u b lis iS e  a b ou t the o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  t r a in in g  t o  th e  farm  

women i s  g iv e n  in  th e  above t a b le ,  6 o u t  o f  6 had s a id  t h a t  

th ey  p u b lis a  through  A l l  In d ia  Radio and 3 through you th  

c lu b s  and d a h ila  rnandals0

T
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TABLE XX 

MOTIVATION METHODS

S.NO. M ethods t
Number
R espond ing

1 . I n c e n t iv e s 5

2 . Through m eetin g s  and 
D em onstrat io n s 4

3 . C o n v e rsa t io n 1

4 • E x p la in in g  th e  natu re  
o f  th e  t r a in in g 1

t r a in i

The farm  women were m o tiv a te d  t o  undergo the
the

ng by  g iv in g  in c e n t iv e s  in ^ form  o f  c a s h  and

k in d ^ th rou gh  g e n e ra l m eetin gs  and d e m o n s tra t io n s , and

th rou g h  g ro u p  m eetings and p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s .

TABLE XXI

ENROLMENT OF WOMEN FOR TRAINING

S.NO. E nroll ' th e  women f o r  
t r a in in g

Number
R esponding

1 . Through farm  c o n v e r s a t io n 3

2 . E d u ca tion 3

3 . Through l e t t e r s 2

4 . Farm S ize 2

5 . Age l i m i t  (1 6 -6 0 ) y e a rs 1
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The in t e r e s t e d  farm  women who were betw een the 

age range 16-60 y e a rs  p o s s e s s in g  some c u l t i v a b l e  la n d  f  

and h avin g  some e d u c a t io n  were e n r o l l e d  f o r  the t r a in in g . .*  

. They were a l s o  e n r o l l e d  th rou gh  c o n v e r s a t io n  in  th e  farm s 

and th rou g h  l e t t e r s .

TABLE XXII

DETAILS OF THE TRAINING GIVEN FOR WOMEN

S.NO. Area o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  
farm  p r a c t i c e

Number o f  women 
p a r t i c ip a t e d

l . Im proved a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r a c t i c e s 419

2 . P o s t  h a r v e s t  t e c h n o lo g y 274

3 . Water management 260

4 . A p p l ic a t io n  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s 210

5 . F la n t  p r o t e c t io n 200

6 . P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  f r u i t s 50

7 . S p ray in g  and d u stin g  
o p e r a t io n s 2Q

Tn th e  l o c a l i t y  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  80 p er  c e n t

o f  th e  p e o p le  a re  en gaged  in  a g r ic u l t u r e  C u l t iv a t io n  o f
*

c r o p s  e x a m p le .* (A g r icu ltu re , H o r t ic u lt u r e ,  O ils e e d s ). M ost

o f  the farm  women are  d o in g  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n  co n n e c te d
■fo

w ith  c r o p  p r o d u c t io n .  They m o stly  do n o t  a t te n d  hard
A

p h y s ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  p lo u g h in g , d ig g in g  o p e r a t io n

e t c . T



*

1. REPRESENTS IMPROVED AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

6 2

2. REPRESENTS POST HARVEST TECHNOLOGY

DETAILS OF THE TRAINING GIVEN FOR WOMEN

Figured
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Hence t r a in i n g  was g iv e n  t o  th e  farm  women based

on the typ e  o f  farm  work th e y  d o . 419 farm  women were
-training in

g iv en ^ im p rov ed  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s *  274 farm  women w ere 

g iv e n  p o s t  h a rv e s t  t e c h n o lo g y , 260 w ater  management and 

210 a p p l i c a t io n  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s .  T h is  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  

b a rd ia g ra m .

A l l  th e  women had tak en  ik een  i n t e r e s t  t o  know 

th e  new farm  p r a c t i c e s .

TABLE X X III

PRACTICAL AND DIRECT EXPERIENCES PROVIDED * 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 * 10 11

S .N o . P r a c t i c a l /D i r e c t  E xp erien ce Number o f  
R esponding

1 . P a r t i c i p a t io n  in  D em on stra tion s 2

2 . S u cce ss  s t o r i e s  2

3 . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p e s t s  and
d is e a s e  2

4 .  F ie ld  v i s i t  2

5 . 5howing th e  a g r i c u l t u r e  im plem ents 1

6 .  P re p a ra t io n  o f  jam . J e l l y ,  p i c k e l s  e t c  1

7 .  Seed trea tm en t 1

8 .  D is t r ib u t io n  o f  s e e d s , f e r t i l i z e r s
>and d i s t r ib u t e d  f r e e  o f  c o s t  1

9* Supplem entary f o o d  p r e p a r a t io n  1

1 0 . Food p r e p a ra t io n  and p r e s e r v a t io n  1

1 1 . P r a c t i c a l  in  the u se  o f  a l l  la b o u r
and en erg y  s a v in g s .  1

•4



The tra in in g^  in  a d d i t io n  t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  in fo r m a tio n  

C -  u in  the c la s s r o o m s  in c lu d e d  d em on stra tion s#  

p r a c t i c a l s  and n a r r a t io n  o f  s u c c e s s  s t o r ie s #  as g iv e n  

by  th e  t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l .

A l l  the 8 t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l ta k en  f o r  the stu d y  had-1 

s t a t e d  t h a t  a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  d u rin g  d is c u s s io n s  in  th e  

t r a in in g  was much e n c o u r a g e d .

P e r i o d i c  e v a lu a t io n  o f  the t r a in in g  a s  t o  the p ro g re s  

o f  the t r a in e e s  le a r n in g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  e v e ry js ta g e .
i

The t r a in in g  c e n t r e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  the fo l lo w -u p  

a c t i v i t i e s  in  v a r io u s  ways . The t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l 

v i s i t e d  th e  farm s o f  th e  farm  women who had a tte n d e d  th e
T

t r a in in g  p e r i o d i c a l l y  and h e ld  d is c u s s io n s  w ith  them as 

t o  how th e y  were p u t t in g  the^ new p r a c t i c e s  in  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  

D oubts were c le a r e d  th e n  and th e r e  on th e  s p o t  b y  the 

T ra in in g  P e rso n n e l and e x t e n s io n  s t a f f .

The t r a in e e s  were m o tiv a te d  t o  pu t in t o  p r a c t i c e s  

what th e y  had le a rn e d  in  th e  t r a in i n g .

a .  By su p p ly  o f  s u i t a b le  in p u ts  in  th e  form  o f

t o o l s  an d  im proved im plem en ts.

b .  Through fr e q u e n t  house v i s i t s .

Co P a y in g  cash  in c e n t iv e

d . By e x p la in in g  th e  b e n e f i t s  t o  th e m in a co n v in c in g  w ay.
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e .  By g iv in g  s p o t  g u id a n ce

f .  By s o lv in g  the p rob lem s i f  any on th e  s p o ts

The t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l had s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  t r a i n e e 's  

had u t i l i s e d  th e  t r a in in g  b y .

a . P o p u la r is in g  th e  equ ipm ent th rou gh  le n d in g  t o  

o th e r s  •

b .  H elp in g  the n e ig h b o u rs  in  r e p a ir in g  and m a in ten an ce .

c .  Im proved seed s  are r e q u la r ly  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  s a v in g s -

use  o f  f e r t i l i z e r  B i o - f e r t i l i z e r s  and b a c t e r i a l  a re  

w id e ly  ad op ted  • ' —

d . By r a is in g  c r o p  p r o d u c t io n .

e .  C u l t iv a t io n  o f  v a r io u s  c r o p s  l i k e  paddy, m i l l e t s  

c o t t o n ,  su garcan e  e t c  a d o p tin g  th e  new p r a c t i c e .

The farm  women a p p roa ch  th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e  and 

c l e a r  t h e i r  dou bts on v a r io u s  a r e a s . They g e t  c l a r i f i ­

c a t io n s  w ith  reg a rd  to*

a .  Mushroom c u l t i v a t i o n  f o r  the d e t a i l s

b . Seed r a t e ,  p o p u la t io n  o f  p la n t s ,  a c r e  a p p l i c a t io n  

o f  h e r b i c i d e .

c .  C u l t iv a t io n  o f  v a r io u s  c r o p s ,  p o u lt r y  fe e d ,  p e s t s  

and d is e a s e .

d . W hile a p p ly in g  m ixtu re  (o r )  com plex  f e r t i l i z e r s
1

w henever th e y  had d o u b t , to  know a b o u t th e  q u a l i t y  

th e y  had t o  a p p ly  th e y  came and to o k  a d v ice  from  th e  

t r a in in g  c e n t r e .

T
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TABLE XXIV
r '

REASONS FOt< NOT PUTTING IN TO PRACTICE

S.NO Reasons Number" o f  
Responding

1 , Good seeds not a v a ila b le  1

2 ,  Shortage o f  water 1

3 , Lack o f finances 1

T
The reasons, as given  by the tra in in g  personnel 

taken fo r  the study fo r  not putting in to  practice the 

improved farm p ra ctices by the farm women are given in 

the above ta b le . The tab le  reveals th a t non a v a i la b i l i t y  

o f  good seeds* shortage of water and lack o f  finance
i

o f  the part o f  farm ers.

The so lu tio n s suggested to  overcome the above 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  were to  approach the government godowns • 

fo r  g e ttin g  good seeds, using improved implements, 

a v a ilin g  loans from banks and c u ltiv a tio n  o f  those 

corps which required le s s  w ater.

The tra in in g  centres had recommended sorre cases  

fo r  g e ttin g  fin a n c ia l loans from the commercial banks,.

The d if fe r e n t  items fo r  which loans had been recommended* 1 

were s e r ic u ltu r e , p o u ltry , dairy and p iggery .

%
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The s u g g e s t io n  f o r  making the t r a in in g  f o r
c

farm  women more u s e fu l  as g iv e n  by the t r a in in g  p e r s o n n e l 
in

are p re se n te d ^ th e  f o l lo w in g  T a b le  XXV.

TABLE XXV

SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING THE TRAINING MORE USEFUL

S.NO. S u g g e s t io n s Number o f  
R esponding

1 . A t t r a c t iv e  and u s e f u l  in p u ts  
t o  be s u p p lie d 2 '

2 . Mote in c e n t iv e  t o  be p ro v id e d 1

3 . I n te n s iv e  f o l lo w -u p  sh o u ld  be 
done 1

4 . R e fr e s h e r  c o u r s e s  w ou ld  be more 
u s e fu l 1

5 . No s u g g e s t io n s 3

The t a b le  r e v e a ls  th a t  2 o u t  o f  8 had s a id  th a t  

a t t r a c t i v e  and u s e fu l  in p u ts  t o  be  s u p p l ie d ,  one had 

s a id  more in c e n t iv e  t o  be p r o v id e d , r e f r e s h e r  c o u r s e s  

t o  be o r g a n is e d  and I n t e n s iv e  f o l lo w -u p  s t r e s s e d .

T
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V SUlulARY AND CONCLUSION

The stu d y  on "The e x t e n t  o f  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  t r a in in g  

on im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s  b y  r u r a l  women"/ was c a r r i e d  

ou t in  f i v e  v i l l a g e s  in  Karam adai b lo c k ,  nam ely M uttU kalur, 

K uranur, T hakkam patti, K ittam palayam  and one from  A th ip -  

palayam  v i l l a g e  in  SarkarSamakulam b lo c k . _ - —

- fcr — * “  T- •

The f in d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y  a re  p r e s e n te d  in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  p a g es :

A . R espon ses f rom Farm Women:

1 . Among 105 farm  women, from  6 v i l l a g e s  taken  f o r  th e  

s tu d y  31 were in  th e  age grou p  o f  35-50 y e a rs ,

29 in  the age range 15-25 and 28 were in  th e  26-35  

age ra n g e . There were 53*3 p er  c e n t  s tu d y in g
f

and 31 .4  p er  c e n t  were i l l i t e r a t e s .

2c A la r g e  m a jo r ity  o f  them ( 5 6 c2 p e r  c e n t  ) b e lo n g e d  t o
■f

Gowder com m unity.

3 . Among 105 fa m ily  su rv e y e d , th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  J4-6 '
T

husbands 'Ua.S a g r i c u l t u r e .

4 0 Among th e  su rv e y e d  fa m i l i e s ,  60 o f  the b e n e f i c i a r i e s
*

had 1 -3  c h i ld r e n  in  t h e i r  - fa m i l ie s *

5 0 4 7 .6  per c e n t  had 1-5 a c r e s  o f  d r y la n d ,,  and 5 5 .2

p e r  c e n t  had 1-5  a c r e s  o f  w et la n d .
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r\
6 *  O u t o f  105#  o n l y  83  v ie w e d  "V a ^ y a lu m  V azh vu m " in

t h e  T . V . ,  a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 7 8  p e r  c e n t )  o f  them

c u l t i v a t e d  v a r i o u s  i t e m s  l i k e  w a t e r m i l o n .  J a s m in

e t c .  W h ile  1 . 9  p e r  c e n t  c u l t i v a t e d  R a g i a n d  B r i n j a l .«

7 .  Among 1 0 5 /  9 2  o f  t h e  fa r m  women w ere e n g a g e d  in  

c a t t l e  m a n a g e m e n t.

8 .  A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 8 2 . 7  p e r  c e n t )  o f  th em  w ere  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s e e d  R ow ing o p e r a t i o n s .

9 o  4 7 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  r e q u i r e d  m ore*
n

t r a i n i n g  in  c o t t o n #  3 5 * 7  p e r  c e n t  i n  b a n a n a  a n d  

1 6 . 6  p e r  c e n t  i n  t a b a c c o  c u l t i v a t i o n .

1 0 .  9 4 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  h a d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  program m e v o l u n t a r i l y  w h ere  a s  5 . 7  p e r  c e n t  

h a d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  

g i v e n  b y  KVK a n d  TNAU p e r s o n n e l .

1 1 .  The t r a i n i n g  p rogram m e i n - im p r o v e d  fa r m  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

women w ere  o r g a n i s e d  b y  S r i  A v i n a s h i l i n g a m K r i s h i  

V ig y a n  K en d ra  a n d  T a m il  Nadu A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y .

1 2 .  A l l  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w ere m o t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c e r s i n c h a r g e  o f  t r a i n i n g  program m e  

a n d  T r a i n i n g  A s s o c i a t e s  o f  th e  K VK .

r
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1 3 .  The t r a i n i n g * .  w ere  c o n d u c t e d  a t  t h e  KVK cam pus  

V iv e k a n a n d a p u r a m  a n d  TNAU c o n d u c t e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  

t h e  v i l l a g e s  i t s e l f .  The t r a i n e e s  w ere  t a k e n  t o  

t h e  v i l l a g e s  on f i e l d  v i s i t .  D e m o n s t r a t io n s  w ere  

c o n d u c t e d  in  th e  v i l l a g e  f i e l d s .

1 4 .  Two t y p e s  o f  t r a i n i n g  w ere  c o n d u c t e d / v i z .  ,  7 a n d  

15  d a y s  and 7 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  h ad

a t t e n d e d  7 d a y s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  2 2  p e r  c e n t  h a d

a t t e n d e d  15 d a y s  t r a i n i n g ,

1 5 .  20  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  fa r m  women t a k e n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  

b eca m e aw are o f  th e  H Y V  o f  p a d d y  s e e d s ,  2 4 .7  knew  

a b o u t  d r i p  i r r i g a t i o n  a n d  new m a n u re s on g r e e n  

g r a m d h a l a n d  2 2 . 8  u n d e r s t o o d  a b o u t  * © i l  s u i t a b i l i t y  

f o r  G re en  G ram d h al o n l y  a f t e r  u n d e r g o in g  th e  t r a i n i n g .
t

1 6 .  5 3 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  fa r m  women d i p  t h e  c o t t o n  s e e d s

i n  w a t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  b e v e s t e e n *  A m a j o r i t y  ( 2 4 . 7  p e r  c e n t )

Knew  a b o u t  d r i p  i r r i g a t i o n  a n d  new m an u res on  g r e e n

g r a m d h a l a n d  2 2 . 8  p e r  <jfent u n d e r s t o o d  a b o u t  s o i l
»

s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  g r e e n  g r a m d h a l o n l y  a f t e r  u n d e r g o in g  

t h e  t r a i n i n g .

1 7 .  N o f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  w as o f f e r e d  d u r in g  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

A f t e r  th e  t r a i n i n g  w as o v e r ,  th e  t r a i n e e s  w ere  s u p p l i e d  

w i t h  som e i t e m s  a s  i n v e n t i v e s .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  th em  

g o t  u r i e a  a s  i n c e n t i v e s .



71

1 8 .  A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 9 7 . 1  p e r  c e n t )  h a d  g a i n e d  

k n o w le d g e  in  im p r o v e d  fa r m  p r a c t i c e s  In  m v  t e c h n iq u e  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  m ore p r o d u c t i o n .
s

19 .  A m a jo r it y  (5 3 .3  p e r  c e n t )  o f  th e  farm  women had 

p u tjin to  p r a c t i c e  in  t h e i r  f i e l d s  "D ip p in g  the 

se e d s  in  w ater c o n t a in in g  B e v e s te e n " .

2 0 .  A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 9 2 . 3  p e r  c e n t )  o f  fa r m  women 

c o n t a c t e d  t lie  t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e  f o r  m ore i n f o r m a t i o n  

w hen t h e y  w ere  p r a c t i c a l l y  d o in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o p e r a t i o n s .

2 1 .  A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 9 7 . 1  tier c e n t )  h a d  b e n e f i t e d  i n  t h e  * 

f i e l d  o f  m ore y i e l d ,  w h ile  9 . 5  p e r  c e n t  - g o t

more p r o f i t .

2 2 . The farm  women had fa c e d  some prob lem s w h ile  p u t t in g  

th e  new ly  le a rn e d  t e c h n o lo g ie s  and th e  problem s 

w ere , 8 .5  per c e n t  had s ta te d  th a t  " I t  in v o lv e s  more 

money" and 2 .8  p e r  c e n t  had s t a t e d  th a t  " I t  i s

d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  m ore fa r m  l a b o u r e r s " .

Had
2 3 . Out o f  105 farm  women, 6 8 .5  p er  c e n t  s a id  th a t  th e y

A

d o  n o t  h a v e  fa r m e r s  c lu b  i n  th e  i r  v i l l a g e s ,  w h e r e a s  

3 1 . 4  p e r  c e n t  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y ' w e r e  h a v in g  fa r m e r s  

c l u b  i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  The f a r m e r s  c l u b  n o r m a lly  

m e e ts  o n c e  i n  f i f t e e n  d a y s .  A l l  t h e  women who h a d  

s a i d  t h a t  fa r m e r s  c l u b  i s  in  e x i s t e n c e  a t t e n d e d  th e  

m e e t in g s  r e g u l a r l y .
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2 4 .  A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 7 1 . 4  p e r  c e n t )  o f  th e  women 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  

s t o r a g e  o f  f o o d  g r a i n s .

E . R e s p o n s e s  fr o m  t h e  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e s !

S r i  A v i n a s h i l i n g a m  K r i s h i v i g y a n  K e n d r a  a n d  

T a m il  N adu A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  w ere  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

g i v i n g  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  fa r m  woman o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y  i n  t h e  

im p r o v e d , fa r m  p r a c t i c e s .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was a d m in i ­

s t e r e d  t o  5 t r a i n i n g  a s s o c i a t e s  o f  TNAU a n d  3 t r a i n i n g  

A s s o c i a t e s  o f  KVK a n d  t h e  Summary o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  

g i v e n  b e lo w !

1 .  The t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e s  p r o v i d e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  th e  v a r i o u s  

p e r s o n s  su c h  a s  fa r m  men a n d  wom en, r u r a l  men a n d  

w om en, y o u th  c l u b  m em b ers, p e r s o n n e l  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  p a n c h a y a t  p r e s i d e n t ,  v i l l a g e  l e v e l  

w o r k e r s ,  r a d i o ,  p ro g ra m m es O f f i c e r s  a n d  a n i m a t o r s .

2 .  The d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  t r a i n i n g  g i v e n  b y  t h e  t r a i n i n g  

c e n t r e s  t o  th e  fa r m  women i n  th e  m od ern  fa r m  o p e r a t i o n s  

w ere a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s i n g ,  b i o g a s  p l a n t ,  d a i r y ,

p a d d y  p a r b o i l i n g ,  p e s t  a n d  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  a n d  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c r o p s .

3 .  The t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e s  p u b lic is e d  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  

t r a i n i n g  p rogram m es t h r o u g h . A l l  I n d i a  R a d io , Y o u th  

c l u b s ,  a n d  m a h a l ir  m a n d ram s.
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4 *  T he fa r m  wom^n w ere  m o t i v a t e d  t o  u n d e r g o  th e  t r a i n i n g  

b y  g i v i n g  i n c e n t i v e s  in  th a  fo r m  o f  c a s h  a n d  k i n d .

5 *  E i g h t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  w e re  e n g a g e d  i n  A g r i c u l t u r e  

c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  fa r m  women w ere d o in g  

t h e  fa r m  o p e r a t i o n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n .

6 .  A l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p e r s o n n e l  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  h a d

s t a t e d  t h a t  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d u r in g  d i s c u s s i o n s  c 

i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w as much e n c o u r a g e d . *

7 .  P e r i o d i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  t r a i n i n g  a s  t o  t h e  

p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  t r a i n e e s  l e a r n i n g  w as c a r r i e d  o u t  

a t  e v e r y  s t a g e  •

8 .  D o u b ts  w ere  c l e a r e d  t h e n  a n d  t h e r e  on  th e - s p o t  b y  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  s t a f f .  9

9 .  Due t o  n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  g o o d  s e e d s ,  s h o r t a g e  o f  

w a t e r  a n d  la c k  o f  f i n a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  f a r m e r s .
r-V

3 o u t  o f  8  h ad  n o t  p u t  th e  t r a i n i n g  k n o w le d g e  in  t o
v-v*

p r a c t i c e .

T h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  e m e r g in g  fr o m  t h e  s t u d y  f o r  t h e  

im p r o v e m e n t o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  fa rm  women a r e  a s  f o l l o w s *

1 .  W id e r  p u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  fa r m  women 

i s  n e e d e d .

2 .  M ore i n c e n t i v e s  c a n  b e  p r o v i d e d  d u r in g  t h e  t r a i n i n g .
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3 .  p e r i o d i c  r e f r e s h e r  c o u r s e s  c a n  b e  o r g a n i s e d .

4 . I n t e n s iv e  f o l lo w -u p  can  be s t r e s s e d .

5 .  M ore a t t e n t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  p a i d  t o  i n v o lv e

fa r m  women in  c l o s e r - t o - t h e  home e n t e r p r i s e s  w h ic h  

w i l l  s a v e  t r i p e  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  s i n c e  m ore women 

a d o p t  t h a n  m en . 1

Jfr
6 .  M ore o f  women t r a i n e e 's  a r e  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  s i n c e  

r u r a l  women i n t e r a c t  more e a s i l y  a n d  com ejout w i t h  

t h e i r  i d e a s  when t h e  t r a i n e r s  a r e  w om en.

7* R esea rch er  s h o u ld » ta £ e  a c l o s e r  lo o k  a t  the j o b s

women p e r fo r m  on th e  fa rm  an d  d e v e lo p  s im p le  t e c h ­

n i q u e s  t h a t  r e d u c e  d r u g e r y  a n d  im p ro v e  e f f i c i e n c y .

8 ,  A ny b i a s  i n  d e v i s i n g  im p le m e n ts  s h o u ld  b e e s t i m a t e d #  

a n d  e x t e n s i o n  w o r k e r s  s h o u ld  im p a r t  t o ’ women th e  

f u n c t i o n a l  s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  w o r k in g  w it h  im p le m e n t s .

9<> V o c a t io n a l  t r a in in g  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  f o r  women# o n ly  

o a f t e r  an adequate su rv e y  i s  made o f  the demand- and -  

s u p p ly  s i t u a t i o n .

C o n c lu s io m

I f  th e s e  m ajor c o n s t r a in t s  are  rem oved in  our

t r a n s f e r - o f - t e c h n o l o g y  p la n s #  women ' c a n  b e  made a c t i v e

p a r t n e r s  in  o u r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t s .

i

T
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appendix. I ?

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE TO ELICIT INFROMATION FROM THE FARM WOMEN*
$

Name o f  th e  In te rv ie w e e *

Age *

C aste* M a r ita l  s ta tu s*

H usband 's o ccu p a tio n *

1« How many c h i ld r e n  you  ha ve?

2 . How much o f  la n d  you  p o s s e s s ?

i )  Dry lan d  i i )  Wet land
3

° Do you  l i s t e n  t o  r a d io  farm  programmes?

1) VtLyalum  Vazhvum

2) Puthum urai V ivasayam

4* . Have you  le a rn e d  any new a g r i c u l t u r a l  far^m

p r a c t i c e s  b y  t h i s  r a d io  programmes?

5* Have you t r i e d  t o  put th e  farm  p r a c t i c e ?

6« What do you c u l t i v a t e  in  you r la n d ? ■

A
7 .  What i s  th e  r o l e  o f  women in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c u l t i v a t i o n ?

8c What typ e  o f  work as a wom^n you  do in  the

farm ?
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T

farm  p r a c t i c e s ?
¥ » «  NO

I f  y e s ,  in  w hich a re a ?  why?

1 0 . Have you undergone any t r a in in g  in  
im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  ?

11 . D id  you a t te n d  th e  t r a in in g  programme v o lu n t a r i ly  
o r  on cornpulson^? •**

*  •

I f  on com pulson b y  whom?

12 . Who had o r g a n is e d  th e  t r a in in g ?

13o Who m o tiv a te d  you  f o r  u n d ergo in g  th e  t r a in in g ?

i
14c Where was the t r a in i n g  co n d u cte d ?  what w as 

th e  dura t io n ?

15* What i s  the c o n te n t  o f  the t r a in in g  t h e e r t i c a l l y /  

p r a c t i c a l  f i e l d  w ork?

16 . What are  the im proved  t r a in in g  p r a c t i c e s  you
have le a r n t  from  the t r a in in g ?  c*

1 7 . Were you  g iv e n  any f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e /  

in c e n t iv e s  du rin g  and a f t e r  t r a in in g ?

9 e Were y o u  in n e e d  o f  a n y  t r a i n i n g  in  im p r o v e d

D id  you p a r t i c ip a t e  a c t i v e l y  in  th e  d is c u s s io n s  

d u rin g  th e  t r a in in g ?

1 8 .
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2 0 . What d id  you u n d ersta n d  iyrom th e  t r a in i n  g on 

im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  V

G ive area  w i s e ; -  T,

2 1 . Do you  f e e l  t h a t  you  may be a b le  t o  u t i l i s e  

t h i s  le a rn in g  o f  im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  in  

y ou r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s ?

Yes No

2 2 c Does th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e  c a r r y o u t  f o l l o w  up 
work f o r  the e f f e c t i v e  ^ u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  the 
t r a in in g ?  ^

2 3 . How have you put in t o  p r a c t i c e  th e  d i f f e r e n t  
a s p e c t s  o f  im proved fram in g  in  y ou r land  
w h ile  c u l t i v a t i n g ?

G ive area  w i s e : -

2 4 . Do you  c o n t a c t  th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e  f o r  more 
in fo r m a t io n  when you pu t in t o  -p r a c t ic e  what 
you  have le a r n t  w h ile  u n d ergoin g  t r a in in g ?

Yes No

2 5 . I f  you  had n o t  u t i l i s e d  the d i f f e r e n t  im proved 
fa rm in g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  you  have le a r n e d  g iv e  
th e  re a so n s  area  w is e ?

1 9 0 D id  y o u  i i e a r  a l l  d o u b t s in  th e  t r a i n i n g ?



88

2 6 . How d id  you b e n e f i t  bee  ause o f  the 
u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  im proved farm  p r a c t i c e s ?

2 7 . H aw you  fe c e d  any prob lem s w h ile  p u t t in g  in to  
p r a c t i c e  what you  had le a r n t  in  th e  t r a in in g ?

2 8 . Have you taken  e f f o r t s  t o  s o lv e  them?
I f  yes*  how t o  s o lv e  th e  p rob lem s?

2 9 . Do you  he\o farm ers, c lu b  o r  fa rm ers 
forum  in  your v i l l a g e ?
How a f t e n  do th e y  m eet?

3 8 . Do you  a t te n d  and p a r t i c ip a t e  in  th ose  m eetin gs?

31c. G ive s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  making th e  t r a in in g  in
im proved  farm ing p r a c t i c e s  f o r  women more u s e fu l  
and u t i  U s a b le ?



APPENDIX I I

QUESTIONNAIRE TO ELICIT INFORMATION FROM THE TRAINING CENTRE*

Name o f  th e  In te iv ie w e e *

Name o f  th e  T r a i l in g  C e n tre :

S p on sor in g  Body o f  the T ra in in g  c e n tre *

1« When was the t r a in in g  c e n tr e  e s t a b l i s h e d ?

2© To whom does th e  t r a in in g  c e n t r e  g iv e  t r a in in g ?

3c Do you  have pe pa r a te  t r a in in g  f o r  farm  men 
and women?

4 . Do the t r a in in g  c e n t r e  g iv e  t r a in in g  in  the 
farm  women?

5o What are  the d i f f e r e n t ’‘ty p es  o f  t r a in in g
g iv e n  t o  the farm  women in  th e  im proved  farm  
p r a c t i c e s ?

6 .  What i s  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  the t r a in in g ?

T
t

7o How do you  p u b lia s e  th e  t r a in in g  f o r  women?

8 . How do you m otiv a te  th e  women t o  u n d erg o
t r a in in g  ?

/*>
9c How do y  ou e n r o l l  th e  women f o r  t r a in in g ?

1 0 . Where do you  c o n d u ct  th e  t r a in in g  and
what i s  the d u ra t io n ?
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11« K in d ly  g i v .  the d e t a i l s  o f ‘'th e  t r a in i n g  f o r  
women in  the im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s «

---------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- T_____ _________ ’_____________ __________

A rea o f  The date
S.l'lOo A g r i c u l -  D u ra tion  o f  t r a i n -

t u r a l  farm in g  o r g a -  c o n te n t
p r a c t i c e  n i se d

Number o f  
women p a r t i -
c  ipa  te  d .

1 2 . Do th e  women ta k e  k een  in t e r e s t  t o  know the 
p r a c t i c e s ?

13 . What § re  th e  p r a c t i c a l / d i r e c t  e x p e r ie n c e  you 
p r o v id e  t o  the t r a in e e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t r a in  ing 
p rog  ramme?

G ive a re a -w is e  .

14 . Do you  p ro v id e  o p p o r t u n it ie s  f o r  a c t iv e
p a r t i c ip a t i o n  d u r in g  d is c u s s io n  in  th e  t r a in in g ?

15o Do you  co n d u ct  e v a lu a t io ~ n s  o f  the t r a i n i n g  p e r i -  c 
o d i c a l l y  and a t  the end o f  th e  t r a in in g ?
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t.

17* How do you. m otiv a te  €^ie t r a in e e s  t o  pu t :.n t o
p r a c t i c e  wnat th e y  have le a r n t  in  the -tra in in g ?

1 8 c How have th e  t r a in e e s  u t i l i s e d  the t r a in in g  
programme in  t h e i r  farm  p r a c t i c e s ?

G ive  area  w ise*
r\

1 9 o Do th e y  approach  you  t o  c l e a r  t h e i r  doub t s
w h ile  im p le m e n tin g  th e  im proved  farm  p r a c t i c e s  
th a t  th ey  have le a r n t  in  the t r a in in g ?

I f  yes# p le a se  g iv e  d e t a l l s * -

20 o I f  th e y  have n o t  pu t in t o  p r a c t i c e ; ;  im proved
farm  p r a c t ic e s #  p le a s e  g iv e  r e a s o n s  and s o lu t io n s  
t h a t  you have su g g e s te d ?

2 1 . Have you recommended some c a s e s  f o r  g e t t in g  
f i n a n c i a l  loa n s  from  the banks?

Yes No

I f  yes# what fa r ?

2 2 . S u g g e st  the ways b y  w hich the t r a in i n g  f o r  women 
c o u ld  be more u t i l i s a b l e ? .

16* How d o  y o u  f o l l o w - u p  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p rogram m e?


