
Continuous Internal Assessment Test 1 August–2025 

Semester V 

Class:  III UG                            Time:  2 hrs 

Major: English                            Max. Marks: 60 

23BENDE4 Science Fiction and Detective Literature 

Course Outcomes: 

1. Write critically about the two genres: Science Fiction, and Detective Literature  

2. Engage with the philosophical and psychological and social issues that are an intrinsic part to 

the two genres  

3. Think through the concept of progress, and the role of technology in our life and the 

interaction between technology and human behaviour  

4. Engage with the social and historical construction of crime  

5. Analyze individual or multiple texts in the two genres in terms of key concepts including 

genre, implied audience, plot construction, linguistic texture, authorial identity, publication 

context, and sociocultural context 

                                                                         Part A                                                            6x1=6 

                                                          Choose the correct answer 

1. The phrase ‘Nolite te bastardes carborundorum’ is best described as ___                                   CO1K1 

a. Biblical quote                  b. Latin joke              c. Gileadean motto                 d. commander’s rulebook 

2. The Commander offers Offred a forbidden privilege by ___                                                            CO1K1 

a. taking her to the Colonies                                 b. giving her access to books                                                         

c. letting her play Scrabble                                    d. letting her call her daughter 

3. The symbol associated with the Handmaids is ___                                                                            CO1K1 

a. green scarves                   b. white wings            c. red cloaks                           d. blue belts 

4. The genre of Escape aligns best with ___                                                                                            CO2K1 

a. space opera                      b. climate fiction.       c. feminist dystopia              d. hard science fiction 

5. The role of the Barrymores primarily contributes to ___                                                                 CO3K1 

a. comic relief                                                             b. false trail in the investigation.                                                                                       

c. motive behind the crime                                      d. subplot about colonial wealth 

 

 
 

Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women 
(Deemed to be University under Category ‘A’ by MHRD, Estd. u/s 3 of UGC Act 1956) 

Re-accredited with A++ Grade by NAAC. Recognised by UGC Under Section 12B 
Coimbatore - 641 043, Tamil Nadu, India 



6. The clue most directly leads to Stapleton’s exposure ___                                                                CO3K1 

a. the missing boot                                                 b. the escaped convict                                                                                                 

c. the painting of an ancestor                               d. the mysterious letter sent to Sir Henry 

                                                                       Part B                             3x6=18 

                                               Answer should not exceed 400 words 

7 a. Mention the symbolic dimensions of colours in The Handmaid’s Tale.                                       CO1K2 

(or) 

7 b. List any 6 phrases or terms from The Handmaid’s Tale.                                                                 CO2K2 

8 a. Define ‘speculative fiction’ and show how Escape fits the category.                                           CO2K3 

(or) 

8 b. Identify and comment on a recurring symbol in Escape.                                                               CO2K3 

9 a. Comment on the role of the moor as a gothic setting                                                                   CO3K2 

(or) 

9 b. Identify a red herring in the story and explain its effect.                                                              CO3K3 

                                                                            Part C            3x12=36 

                                                  Answer should not exceed 800 words 

10 a. Discuss 10 reasons why The Handmaid’s Tale is a dystopian Scifi.                                             CO1K5 

(or) 

10 b. Compare the roles, restrictions, and resistances of women across three categories in The 

Handmaid’s Tale: Handmaids, Wives, and Marthas.                                                                              CO1K5 

11 a. Provide a list of technologies or scientific advancements mentioned in Escape and their social 

functions.                                                                                                                                                       CO2K4 

(or) 

11 b. Compare Escape with The Handmaid’s Tale under the following categories: Theme, Setting, 

Characterization, Use of Technology, Message.                                                                                      CO2K5 

12 a. List the main clues Holmes uses to solve the case in The Hound of the Baskervilles. Present your 

answer in a table with columns for Clue, Source, and Importance.                                                    CO3K5 

(or) 

12 b. List three ways Doyle creates suspense in the novel. Support each point with a short example 

from the text.                                                                                                                                                CO3K5 
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