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Cl l/\ PT ER —2 

PoVERTY: A INCLRAI3I.E DISEASE? 

Po\ert\ is a condition in \\ hich  people do not have the means to afford basic human 

needs such as nutrition, health care. education, food. clothing and shelter. Poverty is one of the 

biggestproblems that India faces today. In spite of all the progress that India has made during the 

years, the problem of poverty has not been eliminated. A great segment of the country lives 

belo the poverty Ii ne. Even alter sixty tvo years of independence from the British rule, large 

scale poverty remains the most shameful spot on the face of India. 

India is horribly gripped with povert\ . About one-third of the world's poor live in India. 

Poverty is v idely seen here. The reasons for the high level of poverty in India are its history 

under British rule. large population. low I ilerac\ . lack of individual responsibility, bad 

government polices, exploitation of people, the social strLictLire of India and India's caste 

system. 

India's most distressing feature in its social system is the great disparities in incomes and 

Ii festvles. On the one hand India has millionaires and billionaires and on the other hand it has 

mill ions of people \ho struggle to have their daily bread. They are weak in economic condition. 

lhev cannot bear ith the rising prices of essential commodities, and their incomes further 

s hi' ink. 

One of the biggest reasons fur this poverty is illiteracy. Education is a fundamental 

human right and a major element of human and economic development. It strengthens personal 

integrity and shapes the societies in which one lives. India has moved fast. during the last few 

\ ears but still the ill iterates are unable to keep pace \ ith the world as they are not able to find 
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jOh.l1\ en i fthey are able to Ii id ohs. their earnings are not enough for their sur ival and for 

their mi I es. They are not able to heed their clii Idren properly. Poverty gives pain to that in 

multiple dimensions. ihese poor people I i'.e i n the sl urn areas where they have no clean \\ ater  

and h\ ien ic environment. So these poor groups are much more affected by il lness and congenial 

diseases. this causes health, disease and disability,  which prevent them Ii'orn working full time, 

thereby limiting their income and AN ability to ork to move out of poverty. The illness in the 

fonii k ruins an entire household. Not only is the income lost, but expenses go up due to the need 

for medicines and health care and the need for fani il\ members to care for the sick They have to 

lead a marginal and a miserable life. 

ileracy can reduce their poverty. but in some rural areas. people are still superstitious. 

I he's (to not al lo\\ their  clii Idren to learn ne an and services. This is all because of ignorance 

and lack of kno\\ ledge  and education. There is an Lirgent need to end poverty and find all the 

possible solutions to eradicate poverl\. It eakens the strong pi lIar of our country. Poverty is a 

silent killer. I o sa\ e India. it should he eliminated. Necessary steps should he taken to eradicate 

A ra nd Adiga has clearly portra\ ed po ert\. hich is one of the dread fLil social issues in 

his no els 7/ic IT li/ic Tiger and Bciwccii the ;lsscis.vinui/oii,v. Deepi ka Sri vastava in the article 

i/ic Il/i/ic Tiger : The Anti I lero' 5 Journey from Darkess to Light and Beyond" quotes the 

\\ ords  oh Adiga ho explains that 

the II li/ic iigcr gre out oh a couple of a x ignettes or stories that I had set down 

from the Bciuccn the .1s.va.s/in,iio17s. The 1\\ o plaed  off each other as I was 

v riting theni. I alv ays had an idea for t\\ o related  books on India which \ ould he 

set on either side of the great (liv ide in modern I id ian liistory wi ich was I 99 I 
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hen India opened up its socialist economy to the world. That' s created what's 

cal led ''Ne\ India". the India of rapid economic gro\\th  and great disparities of 

ealth. hich is the India of The Jr/i/ic 77ger. (89) 

When \diga returns from Australia to India, ever\ thing has been changed except 

poverty. Adiga vehemently opposes poverty, lie considers poverty is the flrst pitfall in India for 

its development. II is novels deal v ith povert\ in an elaborate style. Today's economic 

opportunitics ha c expanded the avenues for cntrepreneurship and have exploded some 

sophisticated sectors in business and trades. With this development millions in the urban, middle 

and the loer middle classes can aspire for better lif. Poert is being a dreadful disease in 

I ndia. [ver\ citi/en is in need to anal ze about the status of India's poverty history. Incidentally. 

death due to povcrt considerabl\ has been rising. India is held in the hands of drought and what 

is the reason that lies beh i id this drought is \\ hat  Ad iga anal\ ses in Ii is " orks. 

A di ga s flO\ e Is i/ic if/i/ic iigcr and tic/n ccii i/ic .1.sussi,uiiiou.v have been ritten with 

di firent and eflcti\ e techniqLles to bring the pain and real picture of povert . With the focus of 

the do ntrodden. in India. these novels attract a \ ide audience. The tV/u/c Tiger takes the form 

of series of letters \\ ritten  b the protagonist. Balram to the Chinese prem icr Wen Jiabao who 

conies to India. In these letters, lie narrates his rebell 0115 Ii f against poverty. These letters 

express the pathetic condition of the poor. This novel centres on Balram Halvvai, son of a 

ricksliLm man from a poor fomil ho becomes a great entrepreneur. 

Ihe protagonist Balram I Ialwai is the representative ol' the underclass people. Adiga 

dra\\ s the  miserable picture of povetty in the life of Balram iial\\ ai. Through  his valid character 

he gives an a aken i ng call to the society and brings out the negative impacts of pOvert\ I he 

extreme povert\ creates darkness in the Ii l of rural as \\el  I as the urban people. Adiga's works 
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reflect the condition of the poverty stricken areas in India. He makes an attempt to realize the 

cause and consequences of the povert>. I us works vividly portray the neglected class of India. 

[he narrative throws ample light on the plight and the problems of the poor in India. Totally 

these novels are a satire on the contemporar\ India. 

l3alram llalwai ho hails from the village Laxmangarh in Bihar. is severely affected by 

poverty. This poverty ftrces 13a1ram to move to city. Balram Halwai's social mobility from the 

illage I .axmani.arh to the cit\ Delhi scrutinites the poverty of India. Balram and his family 

status and their pathetic conditions are quite enough to understand their slavery and poverty life. 

Ad ga uses some heart breaking words to explore the pathetic issues of India. 

Poverty makes the poor to feel that they are destined to remain poor forever and so are 

their clii Idren. It is after death that, this society lifts their living conditions by spraying the 

perfume.c overing their bod ith silk or cotton clothes and with rose garlands, which actual lv 

goes vain. l3alram says about his mother's death. "M mother's body had been wrapped from 

head to toe in a saffron Silk cloth. hich was covered in rose petals and jasmine garlands. I don't 

think she had ever had such a fine thing to wear in her life. 11cr death \\ as  so grand that I kne 

all at once that her Ii fè must have been ni iserahie" (1 6). 

[lie illage Laxniangarh is a representative of the Indian villages. The status of village 

outh is so miserable. they struggle to earn their daily wages for their families. In Laxmangarh 

there is a migration of jobless youths to big cities to earn: and the protagonist Balrani 1-lalwai is 

not an exception from this migration. He narrates "The rest of the village wanted in a big group 

our side the shop - hen the buses came. the),  got on - packing the inside, hanging from the 

railings - climbing on to the roofs - and went to Gava, there they went to the station and rushed 
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i nto the train packing the inside, hanging from the rai lug cl imbi rig on to the roofis -- and went 

to Delhi. Calcutta and Dhanbad to find \\ork  (26). 

In 13alram 's I Ic. povei'ty restricts all his developments. First poverty shatters his 

education e en though he is a brilliant student in his school. Bairam is a distinguished student 

much abo e the others. I -I is intelligence is lound out b\ the inspector of schools who asked 

Balram se\ eral (.lueStions  and the edUcational inspector says: 

You young man. are intelligent. honest vi\acious fehlo in this crowd of thugs 

arid idiots. In all ungle \\ hat  is the rarest animals that comes along on!\ once in 

a generation? 

I thought aboLlt it and said: 

Ihe White liger. 

l'hat s vhat you are. in this juriile. (35) 

The inspector is so delighted 5y Balram 's intelligence and deterni ination. I- loever. the 

death of his parents and the po ert\ compel hi ii to leave the school and v ork in a tea stall to do 

some menial jobs. Adiga's protagonist is not an ordinary man. He is a brave man 'the white 

tiger' as the inspector says. Bairam encounters poverty and finds solution to escape from this 

bondage life. 

The name Balram has a hidden and pathetic story. Initially lie does not have any proper 

nariie to call. In the poverty-stricken society young kids are given no formal names. Balrarn is 

simply cal led n Lrnna . Neither the mother nor the lither is concerned about his name. The 

education inspector asks ''Didn't your mother name ou? Balram reports: ''she's very ill sir. 

She lies in bed and spews blood. She's got no time to name me (13). Then lie asks ahoUrt his 

litlier. Balrani sa s "He's a rickshav puller . He's got no time to name me" (13). 



24 

It is the school teacher ho nanies him 13a1ram and marks Ill s ace in the school ledeer. 

V kram I lal ai I3alrani '5 father is hit b\ po ert and has tough manual work. 1-I is weak hod 

speaks of' his poert\ and sufferings. Ad iga through Bairam conveys the real itv of' poverty. 

Balran sa\ s: 

A rich man's both is like a premium cotton pii10 . white and soft and blank. 

Ours are different. My father's spine was a knotted rope. the kind that vvomen use 

in villages to pull water ñ'om ells: the clavicle curved around his neck in high 

rellef. like a dog's collar cuts and nicks and scars. like little hip marks in his 

flesh ran down his chest and waist reaching down below his hip hones in to his 

buttocks. The story of a poor man's life is written on his body. in a sharp pen. 

(26) 

kxploitation is one of the root causes of' poverty. Zamindari practice is a dangerous 

po\er to suppress the underclass. Wages are delayed for the workers. But these landlords and 

masters suck their blood and leave theit' body as di'oss. The craze of money makes them act as a 

ruth less being. Balrani narrates clearly, hov the village peoPle  are trapped in the exploitation b 

the landlords. Due to their exploitative tendencies. Balram calls landlords as 'Animals'. Balram 

gives the names of' the exploitating land lords in his own village. Buflalo', 'stork'. 'wild boar'. 

and 'raven' are the fiut' landlords who got their names f'roni the particLilarities of' money appetite 

that has been detected in them. I Ic says: 

The stork was a fiii, man with a fiit moustache, thick and curved and pointy at the 

tips. lie omied the rker that flo ed outside the village and he took a cut Of every 

catch of' flsh caught by every fisherman in the river, and to toll from every boat 

man \\ ho  crossed the river to come to our village. II is brother as cal led the Wild 
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Boar. This feHow ov ned Al the good agricultural land around Laxmangarh. If 

you wanted to work on those lands you had to ho down his feet. and touch the 

dust under his slippers and agree to swallow his day wages ... The Raven owned 

the worst land, which was the dry rocky hill side around the fort, and took a cut 

from the goat herds that 'vent up there to graze with their flocks. It they didn't 

have their money: he liked to dip his beak in to their backside& so they called An 

the Raen. The Buffalo was the greediest of the lot. He had eaten up the 

rickshaws and the roads. So if you ran a rickshaw, or used the road you had to 

pa him his fued - one - third of hatever you earned, no less. (2025) 

Places that are destitute and are left undeveloped by government are other miserable 

areas. These places are ruled by some landlords. 1'he bloody fighting between the landlords and 

the naxals create the anxious lift among the do ntrodden. Naxals quench their hostile on 

landlords by killing the innocents. So these unprotected human beings lead a weary life. But 

landlords send their sons and daughter to some other states for protection. 

Poor become the victims in these battlefields. Adiga brings out the pathetic condition of 

these destitute villages. These ' il lages are left unconcerned about the basic needs of' villages that 

ha c not been fulfil led by this sluggish government. Most of the villages are stuck with poverty. 

\lonc\ is the glistening power of government employees. I lence, this government hesitates to 

pros ide com hart to the povert -strickeii people. 

Aravind Ad ga gives an outlook to the in frastructure of the destitute villages: Bairam 

sa s l Ia! [lectricitv poles - defunct. Water tap - broken . Children - too lean and short for their 

age. and \ ith oversized heads from which vivid e es shine, like the guilty conscience of'the 

governilient of nd a'' (I 9-20). Poverty causes malnutrition among children. These symbols are 
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pre alent in every vii age to prove the inability of the government to help the poor children. 

Normally go ernment says villages are the spinal cords for a countrys growth. But this spinal 

cord has been broken by this hike government. 

!\dn.La s\ itches over to city to talk hov the povert\ infiltrates in to the city as el I. 

13a1 ram moves from Laxmangarh to Dcliii as a driver to get rid of poverty. Ad iga provides a 

clear pictUre of the city dontrodden and servant class people who are the victims of poverty. 

I3alrams journe\ from I axmanearh to Dhanbad and then to Delhi and finally to Bangalore 

endorses that the socio-psvchoiogical condition of the underclass remains unchanged. Though 

the cities provide ample job opportunities. bLit the social behavior and psyche of the upper class 

is identical everv\here. whether it is a landlord. poi itician. bureaucrat, upper caste people, rich 

man. industrialist or entrepreneur. [very here the underclass is trapped in slavery is ell 

Obser\ ed. 

India is sho\\ n as  an emerging entrepreneLlrial po er in the world. Advancement in the 

field of science and technolog . space. transportation. hotel industry. tourism, real estate 

expansion of the cities, mall culture industries and outsourci ng etc, characterize the best image of 

lid a. I lie narrator 13a1 ram explains the reasons for entrepreneurial success. He says ''My 

countr\ is the kind vhere it pays to play it both ays: the India entrepreneur has to be straight 

and crooked mocking ad believing, sly and sincere, at the same time"(8-9). When there is a 

thought that the orld is raving about the economic miracle of India. a brutal confession by The 

It he Tiger protagonist exposes the rot in three pillars of modern I nd ia-democracy, enterprise 

and justice reducinu them to the tired cl chs of the faIterin nation. But all these developmental 

activities depend on the underclass because they are the ladders of these entrepreneurs to reach 
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their destinations. They are bein left as unconcerned. Balram says of the Ii lest) Ic of the poverty 

stricken in the cit\ as. 

I housands of people live on the sides of the road in Delhi. They have come from 

the Darkness too - von can tell b their thin bodies. Ii lth\ faces. by the animal - 

I ike wa the\ I i' e under the huge bridges and overpasses. making fires and 

\\ashing  and taking lice out of their hair while the cars roar past them (119). 

lhe poor people are in search of better life and so migrate from the village to the city, but 

the\ remain the same. Balram reports: "These poor bastards had come from the Darkness to 

Delhi to find some light - but they '. crc still in the darkness" (138). Adiga feels, the migration 

of these people gi\es onl disappointments. So he equalizes this hopeless survival to death. 

Balram quotes: "To I i'. e under sonic concrete bridge, begging for their food and ' ithoLit a hope 

kr the future, that' s not ni uch better than being died" (21 4). 

A mong the po ertv-strickcn people in the cit\. the auto and taxi drivers Ii fe condition is 

also m isei'able. 13a1ram is a true example of these miseries of their life like humiliation. 

struggles, dreams and in ol\ ement in en iii nal and if legal activities. Ad ga portrays the restless 

lif of' serants in the city. Apart from their work, drivers also carry out the work ofa servant - 

\US1111121 utensils. brooming the floors, cooking. massaging. scrubbing lathering and drying the 

ski ii of pet dogs. This exIoitation exhibits the restless life of servants. Balram says about the 

master's unconcern about the drivers. He says about the il I-treating and unconcerning nature of 

their master's on drivers. I-Ic reports: 

What blindness \ou people are capable of here. You are sitting in glass buildings 

and talking on the phone night after night to Americans who are thousands of' 

iii les a'. a . but ou don't have the Ihintest idea hat's happening to the man 



\\ hos  dri\ Q the car", To cain money they should tolerate all. He says the agony 

of their masters they have no stamina to We questions against them. They must 

repress their lel i nu and thoughts. (257) 

Oilier horrible sihts in servants life are so tearful. Drivers and servants are forced to 

con lcs the crime that their masters have committed. The) earn some extra income by doing this. 

But Bairam becomes verY abominable about slavery I ft. He ants to quit from the bondage life. 

I Ic \\ ants  to he a free man. He records "Just hr a day, just an hour. .Just for a minute. what it 

means not to he a servant" ($21). This is the panic voice of city servants. in the village 

Balrum's father, Vickram I Ialai's longing, is the panic voice ofa village man. He says "my 

hole life. I have been treated like donkey All I want is that one soil of mine - at least one - 

should live like a man" ($0). 

Adiga talks about the dowry system, and analyses ho this custom suppresses the poor. 

'v'v'hen Balrams cousin becomes engaged, his family gets screwed v ith a large dowry. hich they,  

cannot at lord. To save OR reputation and the marriage, the family has to take a loan from the 

village landlord. Hence they are turned into slaes to the landlord. Balram is forced to drop out 

of school and work in a teashop to earn money to pay back the debt. This is the preset condition 

of Indian villages. 

The practice of dowry is another social stigma in Laxrnangarh. The marriage of 

Balrani cousin. Reena pushed the whole family into a world of misery. Bairam says ho his 

brother K ishan 's marriage also brings huge dowry to his family. Balrarn reports: 

It \ as one of the good marriages. We had the boy, and we screwed the girl's 

famil) hard. I remember exactly what we got in dowry from the girl's side. and 

thinking about it now makes my mouth fill up with \\ ater:  flve thousand rupees in 
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cash. all crisp iie unsoi led notes fresh from the bank, plus a Hero bicycle, plus a 

thick gold necklace For Kishan. Alter the edding. Kusum Granny took the fle 

thousand rupees and the I lero c dc and the thick Gold necklace. (5 1) 

Thus a huge amount of money and precious jewels are being snatched in the name ofdory 

from the bride's ltniil\ In cities, educated people also commit this sin. Legally do\\ r is  a 

banned practice in India but still happens all over the place. 

Do\\ ry  actually is a cultural system \\ here  the parents of the bride give sonic Money and 

some expensive gills to her so that in case of lack of reoures she can lead a conifortable lifi 

ahead after marriage. Historical lv. this s stem is willingly followed by the bride's parents. But 

no at many places especially in India it is being forcefully asked for. Earlier the system was 

prevalent onE in the ealthier tuirnilies hut now unfbrtunately the greed of dowry has struck to 

most ordinary families and has become an unspoken demand for marriages. This dowry system 

also ruins the poor s blissful Ii l. [heir marriage I ifè becomes a mystery for them. They remain 

as spinsters or involve themselves into the illegal activities like prostitution. 

fhere are many instances when a fe commits sLlicide. because of her helplessness 

to tolerate the harassment for do rv. The do\\ ry  system is a social evil prevalent in India till date 

hich ever\ citi/en has to fight against. Each one has to take up this fight by creating awareness 

in the lam i l\ . corn muii ties and societ\ at large. Constant and alert actions against this evil 

people ill slo\\ ly  help in getting rid of this dory system. 

No blame game is going to help at this crisis. The problems are identified and solutions 

have to be worked upon positivel\ . Do ry system is one of the social evils that prevail in the 

Indian ociet\ . To eradicate this ey ii do ry s stem from India. it requires sustained and concrete 

efforts in the right direction. The dowr\ S\ stem plays the most devastating role. It has spread out 
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its poison tar and wide affecting almost every section of the society. The dowry system has 

grown into a greedy nionster. vhich is constantly looking out for hapless preys especially from 

tCminine ender. 

The do\\ry  System has the monstrous growth now a days. It has become a pai-t of the 

institution ot marriage. In other words, v ithout do\\ ry  no marriage is solemnized. When the 

agreed amount of do ry is not paid or it is partly paid it means that sometimes the marriage is 

not solemnized. When the hrides family is not able to fulfill the promise of dowry dLie to 

poverty, the conflict begins at the marital home. in \ hich the entire family members of the 

bridegroom turns against the bride. Going further. the bride for no l'au It of hers, is verbally 

abused in a vulgar language. assaulted or violently beaten by her husband. In extreme cases the 

bride is strangled to death or put to flame using petrol or kerosene. The bride is not spared even 

hen she is pregnant or a mother of a baby. 

I nable to fulfill the do\\ ry  demands of the marital home. the bride is mostly driven hack 

to her parent's home. Somcho or other. the brides parents shoLi Id fulfill the demands for 

do r\. so as to ensure a better future for their daughters at their marital homes. As a result, the 

bride's parents become heavi l\ indebted and plunge in poverty or struggle to have their both 

ends meet throughout the][-  life. 

In the modern days the dowry prohibition act. specifically makes the act of demanding or 

taking as elI as giving do\\ r during  the marriage is a crime. But the laws created by men are 

al\\ a s  v caL. ihere are many loopholes to escape from a crime. So consequently. there is a long 

lLiCUC of hapless women standing before the omen police stations as well as the courts to prefer 

a complaint against the members of their marital home. In some cases. harassment for dowry 

results in death of women leading to a protracted trail against the members of the marital home. 
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Thus the dowry system creates a chaos in society, by promoting violence and hitter 

conflicts among the members of the famil es and thereby dismembers the families. This do ry 

s\ stem and their poverty compel them to involve themselves into prostitution. 

ProstitLition becomes another serious issue in India. In the big cities. most of the poverty 

stricken and destitute women are forced to adopt prostitution as their profession. Adiga feels 

prostitutes tones are created by poverty. lie indicates the places like Dhanbad. Delhi. and 

13anga1ore hich have the red light areas due to poverty. One can negotiate a price with these 

\\omen. Ihe  price depends on. "High class or lo class? Virgin or non virgin?" (228). In Dcliii 

rich people like Golden hair women to quench their lust. 

Adiga particularizes in the novel 777C White Tiger the Nepali girls. Ukrainian students 

in oRe themselves into prostitLition. Also Adiga indicates the pathetic condition in this 

profession hen the poor labourers from the village work in construction of malls allow their 

\\ oman  for prostitution. Exploring the causes of prostitution. the flrst and foremost factor is 

O\ ert\ hich brings helpless and destittite \\ omen  to the doors of prostitution. In some places 

girls are ill treated by parents or seduced by boyfriends who later on turns out to be prostitutes. 

I lence po ert\ is the root cause of their degradation and encourages their flesh trades to 

encou titer their 110\el-t N.  

1 here are many organizations to save such girls omen who are indulged in prostitution 

due to po ert\ . Government also propagates some safety methods for them to avoid epidemic 

diseases. Ihese women should be saved and provided vocational training and education and their 

prod ucts should he marketed so that the\ do not face the same trouble all over again. 

Poverty makes them to live like an animal ithout conscience. Somehow they want to 

their needs. It is harmful to the humanity. Balram reports: "Let animals live like animals, 



let hunian Be like human. [hat's my hole phi losophv in a sentence'' (276). Balram 's life is an 

example o t the loss ol hLlmanit\ . Ihe bitter experiences in his life Will Ii im to be a murderer. 

Adiga uses the phrase rooster coop to compare India's poverty and its consequences. The 

rooster coop is used to keep the chickens in the butcher shop. Balram says: 

Go to Dcliii behind the .Jama Masjid and loot at the way they keep chickens there 

in the market. F lundreds of pale hens and brightly coloured roosters, stuffed 

tightly into wire mesh cages. packed as tightly as worms in a belly, peeking 

each other and shining, on each other. .Jostl ing just for breathing space : the hole 

cage giving oft a horrible stench - the stench of terrified, feathered flesh. On the 

\\ooden  desk above this coop sits a (, rinning young butcher. showing off the flesh 

and organs of a recentl\ chopped-up chicken. still oleaginous with a coating of 

dark blood. The roosters in the coop smell the blood from above. 1hev see the 

organs of their brothers lying around them. They kno they're next. Yet the do 

not rebel. The do not try to get out of the coop. The very same thing is done 

v ith h u man beings in this country. (I 73) 

The unadorned portrait of this coLlntry is done v elI by Adiga through the phrase 'rooster 

coop. here the chickens are kept in the butchers shop. It gives the exact condition of the life 

style of the poor. Adiga compares the life style of the poor and their poverty, to a rooster coop 

here the chickens are stuffed tightly in the vire mesh cages where they suffocate for breath. All 

the poor and do ntrodden are stu fled in the cage like Roosters. But no one has the thought of 

getting freedom from the bondage Ii f'e because they are under the hegernonial power. These 

victims do not have the power to break this deadlock. They lead their life like a rooster in a 

cage 
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/\d iga mentions in The Great Indian Rooster Coop' (I 73) that all the victims are 

searching for a salr rewon in the sutlocated area instead of breaking the cage. They lack the 

couage. F3alram is one such exaniple ho is affected b\ this social structure and the rooster 

coop. But he \ ants to change his future and desti n . lIe has not accustomed h msel 1' to live in 

the rooster coop. He makes bold ellorts to COSS the boundary marks which are drawn by the 

ruling class. The consequence of povert\ is. a rustic and an innocent person turns into a 

murderer. Poverty thus creates monsters in the society. 

Balrarn I 1äkai says that a poor Indian can never get rid of this psychology of slavery. 

This feel of slavery is soed in them from childhood. I-Ic \\rites  in his email: 

Do you kno about Hanuman sir? He as the futhful servant of the god Rama, 

and we worship h mi in our temples. Because he is a shining example of how to 

serve your master with absolute fldelity love and devotion. These are the kinds of 

Gods the have foisted on us. Mr. Jiaboa understands now, how hard it is for a 

man to win his freedom in India. (197 

The poor people are abused by the rich. For instance. when Balrarn absent-mindedly 

scratches his groin v hile ashing ginger in Pinkv Madam's kitchen, she screams at him. She 

says You're so fl lthv! Look at you, look at your teeth, look at your clothes! There's red pann all 

over your teeth. and there are red spots on your shirt. It's disgusting! (146). Balrarn takes serious 

notice of Pink\ Madam's objections. lie thinks: 

Why had my lither never told me not to scratch my groin? Why had my father 

never taught me to brush my teeth in milky foam? Why had he raised me to live 

like an animal? Wh\ do all the poor live aniid such fIth, such ugliness? 

Brush .hrLlsh. spit. 
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Brush.brush .spit. 

I I only a man could spit his past out so easily (151). 

It is disconcerting that things have changed so little Or the Indian poor in the space of so many 

sears. The poor are deprked. abused and hated for their lo status. 

Balram ants to change this slave psychology by breaking this rooster coop. He realizes 

by breaking the rooster coop. he can put an end to poverty. According to philosophy individual 

action is the key to break out of the rooster coop. At the same time, if anyone thinks about 

breaking the rooster coop. they should also think about the consequences. They must prepare 

themselves to tolerate all this breaking repercussions. 

l3alram says "can man breaks out of the coop? The answer ... Is only a man who is 

prepared to see his Iimilv destroyed - hLlnted beaten. and burned alive by the masters - can 

break out of the coop. That ould take no normal human being hut a freak, a pervert of nature" 

I 76). Balrani is not a normal human being, lie has been named as a v lute tiger. A vthite tiger 

can break the coop. He says '1 think the Rooster Coop needs people like me to break out of it" 

(320 ). I3eena Agar\\ al  in the article Adiga's The U'Iiiie Tiger: The Twilight of Two indias'' 

quotes the ords of 11.1 Iatterr. ho comments ''All impossible are probable in Ind iu''( 56). It 

gi es the necessity of the revolution and also brings the courage that nothing is impossible in 

India. This is the \\a\ Balram selects to achieve his goal. 

At last by killing his master l3alram breaks the rooster coop and becomes free from 

O\ ert\ and slavery. Balrani declares I've made it! - I've broken the Coop! (320). This is a 

dangerous consequence of atrocities. The unbear'ahlc misers life changes a man who is a rustic 

innocent as an opportunist. sd flsh being and flnal ly as a murderer. Adiga writes"To sum up - in 

the olden days there are one thousand castes and destinies in India. These days. there are List 
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two castes. Men with big bellies, and men ith small bellies . . . And only two destinies eat -- or 

get eaten up" {64). 

Aravind Adiga again explores and exposes the multi-facets of poverty in his second 

no el Bciit'ccn i/ic .1sus.67aiion.s. He deals ho\\ poverty  creates child labour and alcoholism 

heightens poverty and paves the way for their weary life. He also deals how poor are suppressed 

Nv injustice. 

Child labour is the repercussion of povert\ . Government has taken more steps to 

eradicate the child labour. In India millions of children are forced to work in order to survive. 

i'hese chi ldren ork as domestic help, on streets, in fctories and farmlands and silently they 

su ffr. Poert is Lindoubted lv a dominant factor in the use of child labour. The families who are 

belo the poerty line force their children into ork to supplement their household's meager 

income. 

Millions ol'children in India do not go to schools. Instead, they become subject to 

untold miser\ I he\ live the lkes of drudger . uncared system, unprotected and unnoticed. It is 

their lon hours of \\ oik. under  conditions of total submission and servility, without any support. 

far of abuse. insults and humiliation and risks to health. Small children ork under scorching 

heat. \ ith blistering sore fet dug into the miry land. They do the sowing. weeding and 

harvesting of vegetables etc. When the\ are not orking in the flelds they are burdened with the 

iiionoton\ of ork at home like cooking, fetching ater, taking care of siblings and doing all the 

domestic works. Children are also engaged in tending to cattle, sheep, goats. flshing and working 

in the poultry. 

1--lundreds and thousands of children work in production of hybrid cotton seeds. T lie 

cotton ginnilig iii Is. hand loom \\ caving  looms as el I as the spinning machines and power 
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looms too cnlplo\ children. The process of sericulture has an abundance of children N%orkin,  in 

damp. dark. poork ' cmi lated. have loud. deafning noise of machines. In. brick Lilns children 

are used to load the bricks under the blazing sun: they are also involved in the bui ding 

construct ion v ork. Fhe, suffer from by man\ ph\ sical problems like. nausea. knocking 

headaches. gidd ness and mental depression. 

I he homes of most middle and upper classes to() depend on voting girls and ho\s 'ho 

\ ork as domestic servank. They are either f'ul I time or part time workers. Poverty fbrces them to 

oi'k as a child labour. ('Iii Id labour is a pathetic and condemned one. An underage child cannot 

bear the burdens of a 'am i lv. Most, of the poor parents are ready to send their children under a 

contract basis. These pathetic \ oung ones undergo man\ ruthless activities by their masters; 

particu lark the female clii ldren undergo sexual harassments. 

liii mature and inexperienced child labourers may be completely una are of the short and 

lone term risks in oled in their ork. \\ (irking long hourn child labourers are often denied a 

basic school education. normal social interaction. personal development and emotional support 

from their 'am i k . Beside these problems. children face mans pli sical dangers and death from 

their masters. So poert perishes the clii Id' s colourf'u I Ii f'e. I heir clii Idhood is stolen. 

In the no el I3ciictii the ;i X I.sjI1uijo/i. a Musl i iii boy namel\ Liauddin ' ho is t\\ eke  

years old conies from a 'arm labouring f'am i k and \\orks  in a tea stall in a rai way station. Below 

the age ol' t'el e years onl\ a child can reap the joy of childhood. But as a child labourer. 

tiaudd in develops a some of isolation from the soc iet\. lie has to struggle like an adult for 

sur kal. lie orks for their f'amil\. In the \\ords  of Adiga "I-Ic as the sixth of eleven children 

in a Inm-labouring f'ami Ivup in the north of the state" (5). Their poverty compels the small boy 

also to ork. Ad ga says that 
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"I Ic ( /iauddin ) \\ as  going to do his duty to his family and work alongside his lather and mother 

and brothers. Weeding or so in.), or harvesting some rich man's fleld for a fev rupees a day" (6). 

(Jhi Idren can be described as living in poert\ if their parents are addicted to drLlgs or 

alcohol Ad i ga v ca es a li-u l a great stor\ about how clii IW'en suffer by their addicted father. 

Ad ga portra\ s the life of the pitiable clii Idren and the unlucky kids. Soumva and her brother 

Ra it in the novel Ikiuecii ilw ;Ixvus.viuuIiou. The ten ' ear old Soumya Lindertakes the difflcult 

task of procuring smack for her addicted father. 11cr father gives no money. So Soumya is 

pt-act iced to beg. She takes her small brother out on the roads to beg. 

She \\ent  from auto ricksha to auto ricksha . opening and closing her fingers 

U ice. ha e pity. I am starving - 

l\lother. I am hungry (rubbing her tummy ).'give me food' 

Big Brother. I - iii hu ngry 

Grandpa. even a small coin on Id . (I 45) 

TO escape from this pain they are being addicted and loss their life. 

Adiga gives an incident in his second novel Beii,i the .ls,vassiiiuiioiis to show how the 

poor suffer by the iniLtstice. A rich engineer ho drives the cat-  hits a poor man ho dies. The 

mci-ci less man immediately flees from there. The hotiest journalist Guru Raj cotiies to kno\\ of  

all the facts of the accident frotii an honest security guard. Bahadur Gurkha who is the eye 

\\ itness. The  journalist asks the guard. 'You have lived here long enough. Sir. You know it can 

be. Engineer as drunk lie as coming hack troni his mistress' honie he hit the fellow like 

sotiie stray dog, and drove away . leaving him there mth his gLtts out on the street (123). BLtt 

the rich man makes another poor man who orks in his concern as his scapegoat in the police 
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the richest man in that area. I he eve \ itness Gurkha sa\ s: 

lIe is the richest man in this to\\ n. He o us the tallest building in this town. lie 

cannot be arrested. lie gets one of the employees in his factory to say he as 

driving the car hen it happened. The gu gi\ es the police a sorn affidavit. I 

as dri ing under the 11111 uence 01' alcohol on the night Of 12 May \ hen I hit the 

victim. (123) 

When a master,  is trapped in crimes, they easily use their servants as a substitute. 1-lere 

their O\ ert\ plays a major role to change them as evil doers. So, poverty has multi-facets to get 

into a fImil\ and ruin theni. Although india's image is portra\ ed as incredible across the globe. 

hut the countr\ has failed to address the concerns of the poor. India is still a country here rich 

are getting richer and the poor are gro\\ ing  poorer. 

[he large gap beteen the rich and the poor creates insatiability that often leads to 

moral itv being compromised for individual gain. The poor are so desperate that they are vi II ing 

to do almost an\ thing to lead their lii. Poverty compels the downtrodden to deviate from the 

moral Ii l'e. Poverty and unemployment should he weeded out first in order to tackle the menace 

of naxal ism. regionalism, terrorism, separatism, extremism. communalism. casteism etc. Thus. 

these no els are a social commentar\ on the efflcts of the huge gap between the wealthy and the 

POOr in India. 

Adiga gives the true picture of poverty and its consequences. Everyone in the globe 

ants to put an end to po ert\ . lie brilliantly presents his characters to show the real life of the 

do ntrodden. It makes the readers to think the living condition of the poor and its dreadful 



39 

consequences in India and also gives the aakening call to the society to take necessary steps to 

efface. 

Adiga in his novels The H'/iiie Tigei' and Between the As,sussinulions gives a detailed 

account of' Indian society and its various ficets like poverty, unemployment, economic disparity, 

exp lo tat on of the poor, embittered master-servant relationship form the dark image of India. 

These factors perpetuate the suffering of the underclass. i'hough Balram finds that the social 

circumstances of his Ii f are not of his on making or in accordance to his ill. l-e con f'roiits 

them every day \hich helps to change. H i s stand is a symbol of many aspiring young men in the 

social l\ changing scenario of India. Adiga's novels are friscinating portrayal of the divisions 

between the world of rich and the poor of ne India. Towards the end in The (V/i/fe 'Tigei'. 

13a1ram puts up a hope 's ill the\ destroy the Rooster Coop? I-Ia! May he once in a hundred years 

there is a re ol ution that frees the poor" (303). 

Between the J.v,cav,sinui ions is a triumph of the voice of the downtrodden. The stories 

focus the poss er struggle betss ecu the poor and rich. The characters depict the ironies and 

intricacies of human Ii f. ss h cli is actually Ad iga' s triumph of realism. 1 hrough this novel. 

Adiga brings I mid ight to the ever- idening gap bet\\ een  the poor and the rich and between the 

haves and the ha e-nots. Ihus. both the no els The U li/ic llgei' and Between the 4svay.vinalion,r 

c\plorc and reveal the realities of India. 


