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I. INTRODUCTION

The history of home decoration can be traced to the
primitive cave drawings of our remote ancestors. Since
prehistoric days man has continuously sought ways to express
and communicate his thoughts through paintings, drawings,
sculptures and textiles. Each civilisation has developed
its expression of decoration bagsed on the interests and needs
of people, say Richard Shoemaker (‘l958)1 .

A home provides space for the various phases of daily
living. Each place or room has a definite function. Its
arrangement and decoration express its partiocular use, Kay
Peterson (1949)2°

Home constitutes the enviromment in which a great part
of the lives of members is spent. As such they influence
constantly and profoundly, their personalities. Therefore a
home need to be furnished well.

In order to furnish a home, artistic talent is required.
The way a home is furnished, represents the personality of
the homemaker. The field of art touches our lives at every
point. Faulkner et al (195‘9)3 opine that art is a many sided
subject and can be approached in a variety of ways.

Interior decoration is one of the creative arts trans-
forming an empty house into a place of restful beauty. It
does not require dexterity of hand and skill in ereftmanship
for its successful practice but rather skill in selection and

arrangement. The real ajm of interior decoration is the



creation of beautiful and fitting home. According to
Soundarars jan (1955)4 interior decoration is the art of
adjusting the space and equipment to suit the fundamental
and cultural needs of the dwellers. Home fumishings, pictures
and other acceasories constitute the equipment in a room and
they are arranged harmoniously for the pleasing effect. As
Agan (1939)5 says this oreative activity of house should be
based on an understanding of the family concerned, an accep-
tance of the function and utility of each room and an under-
standing and appreciation of the use of colour, line and form
in the creation of beauty.

The twentieth century is witmessing the development of
new type of architecture, home furnishings and other products
which are unadorned and effective as machines that inspired
and produced them. Ieura et al (195'7)6 list furnishing
materials as materials used to make curtains, wall hangings,
coverings for furniture, cushions and panels for screens. They
heve varied designs, colours and styles. Farnishing materials
vhether hung, draped, or stretched include skins, K leather, hide, o4
fabrics woven from fibres of animal, vegetable and mineral origin.
In this century synthetic materials and plastics have provided
further variety.

Furnishing msterials arer simple home equipments, which
can be used frequently and replaced easily. They look and feel
softer than any other material and ere of different textured,
brightly coloured and richly pattermed. All these qualities
make them link together people, furniture and architecture in
a wvay unequalled by anything.



Caxpete and other fabrics fastened to the floors and
walls if used appropriately, emphasises the architectural
quality in a room. Upsholstery and table linem adopt them-
selves to the seating on tables on which they are used.
Curtains and draperies teke part of architectural quality of
windows as well as belate openings to the enclosing strudtures
and to the furniture of the room.

Thies study aims at the Home furnishing practices of
some salected urban homemakers in terms of selection, main-
tenance, care, stitching and storage of textiles, in order te
locate the problems and offer suggestions for solution. I is
hoped that this study will interest the producers of various
brands of home furnishing materials in the furnishing preference
of the homemskers in Coimbatore city.



II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The available literature has been reviewed under the
following headings:

1. Bemeflits derived from home decoration

2, Materials suitable for home decoration

3. Planning, selecting and purchasing of furnishing
materials

4. Application of furnishing materials in different
areas

5. Stitching of furnishing fabrics

6. Care and storage
1. i v t

"A house is more a home for being a work of Art", refer
Faulkner et al (1960)7 as quoted by Frank Lloyd. It is an
indispensable fact that every human being lives and moves and
has the major part of his living in a home.

According to Soundararsjan (1963)4 whether one i3 a
prince or a beggar, an industrialist or a worker, a landlord
or a farmer or vhatever may be one's position In the society,

a good pmporbion‘ of one's time is spent at home., The homs can
make or mar one's wellbeing. The best of a civilized nation
lies its sweetness of home and the people who live in.

As opined by Dorsey (8) a reel home is made up of a
combination of many different things, some functional, some
decorative. These two aspects of it are equally important and
even overlap to a certain extent. The great thing is to preserve

a proper balance between them and mot to let either one overweigh
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the othér. Home furnishings, pictures, and other accessories
constitute the equipment in & room and they are arranged har-
moniously for the pleasing effect.

Laura et al (1957)6 list out furmishing materials as
the materials used to make curtains, wall hangings, coverings
for furniture, ead cushions and panels for screens. The
earliest fumishing materials were used as hangings either for
decoration or for protection against heat or cold. They were
often used as substitutes for doors and walls and as covers.

2, i o_Fi D. t

Acecording to Dorothy et al (9) a survey of the available
furnishing materials give the following fabrics in differemt
textures and prices. They are cotton, linem, plastic, rayon,
8ilk and wool. Plastic sheeting 1s now made in a variety of
colours with printed design in large and small pattems, ‘i.n
thick and thin sheets to suit all purposes. Rayon fabrics may
be lustrous or dull depending on their finishes. Many pure silk
fabrics are not in use for furmishing fabrics as they are expen-
sive, Nylon has many interesting varieties suitable for furnish-
ings of different kinds.

The role of home furnishing materials are menifolded,
state Faullmer et al (1960)7 . Textiles come im such width end
breadth that they can be reddily used to any dimemsion. They
can be cut down and sewn together with simple home equipment.
Uniguely pliable and manipulatable they can be used frequently

in quantity throughout the home and can brovide sasily cleanable



coverings. They look and feel softer than any other material
and are of differently textured, richly patterned and brightly
coloured. They link together furniture, people and architecture
in a way unequalled by anything else.

Thus fabrics are important, say Deriux and Stevenson
(1966)10 . They may inspire the whole colour scheme, provide
a large part of essential interest, variety, and also comfort.
The wamth and softness which make any room homelike and wel-
coming can only be supplied by means of decorative textiles in

appropriate colours, textures, and attraotive designs.

According to Rutt (1948)‘11'-110 main objectives in planning

for furmishing of a house would be beauty, expressiveness and
functionalism.

Richard Shoemaker (1958)1 opines that a careful plan
based on the family needs, tastes, finances and prespect as well
as on climate and environment is essential., These criteria should
be applied to every room whether large or small, Certain funda-
mental principleas should be considered in such planning. They are
suggestive rather than hard and fast rules. Unity and effect
spiced with interests in solour, texture, design or pattern and
1light must be understood to be used effectively.

In planning for furnishing Gillies (1949) %45 of the
opinion that drawing a free hand plan of the room indicating all
windows and doors, fire places, radiators and juts in the walls
is advisable. Such a diamensional plan before actual selection

will help to meke all furnishing plans more quickly especially



when the purchase is for a newly built house.

Gross and Crandall (1954)'> state that the most common
planning device for the use of money is the budget. It repre-
gents the first step in the managerial process as applied to
monaey and its success depemnds upon its being realistic and
flexible plan for the group for which it is made.

Clothing item in budget includes all garments and other
accessories for the family members and also furnishing fabrics
and tailoring expenses. But it does not include cleaning and
washing expenses (1963)%.

Rosalie (191.0)"’uys that the smaller the amount of
money spent the more the time and care must be taken in the
original selection of the furnishing materials. Unfortunately
many people feel that because a'mon is attractive, it is nece-
ssarily costly and consequently extravagant and that because
it 1s comfortable asd it is luwxurious. Many lovely rooms have
been costly in the matter of time spent on them besause it takes
time to search for attractive low cost items especially when
the house is located at some distance from the maxket.

Hess (1966)'° stresses that the thres qualities demanded
of fabrics are attractiveness, suitability and serviceability,
In other words, the articles should meet the needs for which it
is purchased. Ruth Morton (1959)160p1nes that fabrics accentuate
the personality of a room in the same way as clothes accentuate
the personality of the wearer and therefore fabrics must be
salected to meet the same tastes as those used in selecting

dress fabriecs.



Furnishing fabrics should be so selected as to sult
the purpose of the room for which it is intended and they
should enhance the personality of the homemaker. If these
requirements are fulfilled many of the mistakes could be
avoided, and the fabrics in each room would be appropriate
and individually beautiful.

While selecting material for furnishing, the consumer
is always confused by contradictory statements in advertisements,
by the constant arrival of new materials and new finishes.

The problem can be solved in three ways. One way is to
attempt to keep informed about the new materials as they enter
the market in order to know what materials are available for
choice. 4&nother 1s to buy the goods with guaranteed labels for
care and to tell the purchaser what she is paying for. The
third is to take an interest in and to participate actively in
any movement that aims to help the consumers to make intelligent
choices. Bvans (1957)17 states that newspapers or ciroulars
issued by the individual stores are the first sources which one
turn for information concerning what the stores have to offer.

A eritical reading is necessary to save both time and money.

The first thing usually a consumer looks at 1s the price
tag, since it gives her some idea as to whether or not the article
in question is within her price range and worth her time esamining
further. There are also labels that give the homemaker some indi-
cation about the characteristics of the fabric. The consumsr
is wise if she follows the direction about the washing and clean-

ing of the products, if they are given through labels. The



guarantee of colour fastness of a fabric is something much
to be desired.

While selecting the furnishing material Davidson (1960)"
is of the view that cheap fabrics are inadvisable and it is
always better to select the best that can be afforded, Both
man made and natural fibres are sultable for furnishing
materials, The material should stand up well for washing and
dry cleaning.

Home furnishing materials should be selected according
to the type, size and functions of the room. The material
selected should be suitable to the entire colour scheme of the
room.

Dorothy et al (9) is of the opinion that arranging and
choosing of furnishings is a wide varied subject requiring
careful thought and planning.

Peterson (191.6)2 opines that a summer dress and a winter

dreas for the windows sound expensive but in the long run twe
sets in succession 1s very useful as a fabric which is rested
periodically doubles its 1ife span.

If privacy is the alm in curtaining the window, materials
which are opaque from outside must be chosen. Sometimes both
draperies and glass curtains can be used in a room where one
wants to soften the glare of light and to emhance further the
beauty of the window.

The next consideration is to decide whether plain or
printed material is needed. While selecting the printed material
it is always better to see whether the design is good and it also
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suits the purpose of the room where it $s going to be used.

The right arrangement of the curtain whether it is hung straight,
draped, tied back and the best length suitable is decided.

The curtains may also be planned to change the apparent propor-
tions of the room,

Trilling et al (1‘;?!.6)19 consider: colour as the first
factor while selecting curtains. When coloured glass curtains
are used the colour must be chosen carefully so that the light
entering the room will transmit a pleasant light in the room,

Ratt (191.8)11 is of the opinion that the shopping of
slip covers and the draperies at the same time is the wisest
thing to do. A plain wall and the plain rug will allow either
the upholstery or drapery fabric dominate if the upholstery is
featured. A room with patterned rug or patterned wall paper
necessitates plain upholstery fabric, Sometimes it is best
that all chairs are similar in colour but in different textures.

Slip covers have become an important item in home fur-
nishings. They no longer are limited to summer but are used
sometimes with different sets for summer and winter, Slip
covers are good for old furniture which may be ugly or worn out
or inharmmonious with the decoratic¢®r acheme. The bed spreads
should suit the chamaoter of the room and they should be fun-

ctional in a small home (1948)11o
Craig and Rush (1952)20 point out that many people prefer

for table cloth any plastlc, or cork place mats., Combination of
cotton and linen produce a moderate priced cloth which may be

nore satisfastory than a poor quality linen cloth.
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Kay Peter (1946)2 points out that rugs are as old as
civilization itself., They are Asiatic and @riental in their
origin and belonged first to the interiors that provided an
escape from a merciless hot sun, when they are used to sit or
1ie on. BRugs with borders cut down the apparent size of the
room, but they create an unifying line which ties the legs of
every plece of furniture into a common relationship on the
floor.

According to Goldstein et al (1966)21mgs and carpets
should be chosen for appearance and economy. The fabrics
used for rug are wool, linen, cotton, hemp, jute, glass and
synthetic fabrics. The shape of the rug should harmonise
with the shape of the room, It is desirable to have it large
enough to appear to cover the floor space, adequately. A rug
which serves as a good background for furmishings is quiet in
effect, that is it is inconspicuous and appears to stay flat
on the floor. The type of design should barmonise with the
furnishings. These considerations call for a plain rug. If
the rug is chosen for its background qualities quiet colours
and not much contrast between the light and dark shades be
selected.

A- Decoratipg the Different 4rceg

Gillies (191.9)12 says that there is no magic formula
for learning how to live or how to decorate the home. Decorating
or furnishing a house is not a matter of appearsnce as much as
it is a problem in comfort and convenience. Comfort comes before

any other folble of decoration.
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Wingate (1965)%2 states that if a room is to be well
furnished the first consideration is to decide what sort of an
atmosphere is to be created - formal or informal. This deci-
sion depends particularly upon the use for which the room is
intended.

According to Ruth Morton (1959)16 fabrics are divided
into three categories depending upon the qualities they exhibit.
They are the feminine, masculine and impersonal fabrics. Femi-
nine fabrics are so called because of their delicacy of design,
colour, or weave and it is appreciated in.girl's room. A fabric
which has one or two feminine qualities may be used in a master
bed room. Masculine fabrics have a roughness or coarseness of
.weava, strength of faebric and a simplicity and boldness of pattern
or weave. Impersonal fabrics are equally useful for both men's
and women's rooms so far as fibre, weave, pattem and colour are
concerned. They are especially useful in traditional living
room and dining room because they are stronger than feminine
fabrics and yet are not so strong as to overpower the fine car-
vings and delicate inlay of traditional furniture.

Goldstein and Goldstein (1961)2' mote down that a feminine
quality will result from the selection of a little lighter type
of furnishings and slightly smaller patterns in the drapery
material and a little more grace in the lines of the furniture
and other objects., The colour in a feminine room should be
lighter and the texture finer. A guest room should be intermediate
that is just between masculine and feminine so that either a woman
or a man will feel at home in it. A transitional quality which
may be achieved by selecting furnishings neither directly light
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nor heavy pattern, neither very small nor very large and colour
neither dainty nor heavy is desirable.

Referring to the colour schame Dorethy et al fesl that
the aspect of a home largely determines what sort of colour
schemes can be safely adapted when redecorating or furmishing
its various rooms. Homes which are placed with a south aspect
are likely to have a good deal of sun shine at the front through
out the day while back of the home is rather.aunless until late
in the afternoon when only the western cormer is in direct sum
shine, Therefore while the room at fromt of a house which is
80 placed need cool, subdaed colour shhemes,those at the back
require brighter, warmer tones. Colour schemes need to be
planned im relation to the backgrounds and surrounding too.

In using colours the quantities should be kept in mind
(1963)% while a small area of any bright colour may be attrective,
all the four walls of a room painted with the same bright colour
may be a strain on the eyes and cause emotional unrest.

Some colours are more appropriate than others for certain
rooms in a house. A bedroom for instance is a place of rest and
quietness, hence a colour that produces a peaceful atmosphere
such as blue or blue green should be chosen. The dining room
should have a cool and restful colour. Since a kitchen may be
spolled by smoke, buff, blue, grey or smoke green should be used.
Bathrooms should have clear and stimmlating colours such as ivory
or cream, so that the bather may have a clean and refreshed
feoling. It is a good idea to repeat one colour from a room in

the colour scheme of the adjoining room. This produces a feeling
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of continuity as one moves about a house.

The editors of Better Homes and Cardens (1960)%° state
that an easy colour scheme to carry out is to combine colours
next to each other in the colour wheel choosing one colour
for major areas and adjusting it with enough strength is
advisable, Even the most appealing colour scheme is handi-
capped 1f colours are not effectively distributed in a room.
In placing colours to achieve balance, walls, floors, large
furniture and decorative accents should be taken into consi-
deration,

Rathbone and Tarpley (1959)24 opine that one of the
ways by which to improve the appearance of a room is by intro-
ducing more colour into the room through the use of pottery,
plctures, upholstery and draperies at a small cost instead of
replacing the furniture.

Derfax and Stevenson (1956)10 bring about modern deco-
rating as a tern which includes aspects of present day practice
which depart widely from traditional and continuing in effort
to adopt furniture to backgrounds in form and function to the
changing moods of the functions.lt is stream lined for comfort
and beauty to modern manner.

Stitching

Odhams (25) states that in every home there is needle
work to be done which does not come under the heading dress
making, embroidery or the other recreational crafts and that
is the household needlecraft which covers the essential if
perhaps the dull jobs which have to be done in every wall
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organised home. As such it includes making of covers to protect
chairs, window curtains, rugs for the floors, and all odd repairs
that are for ever needing attention. The appearance of a room
can be completely changed by the use of loose covers for the
chairs, a change of cushion covers and differeat curtains. All
these things can be made easily and quickly with less expenditure
by the housewife.

Nickell and Dorsey (1960)26 fesl that the sewlng at home
depends upon the capabilitlies and interests of the homemaker and
in the time they can use for this activity and also in the availa-
bility of space and equipment. If enough money can be saved
through home sewing to keep in meeting other needs or desires
it usually can be the motivation, probably will not be a problem.

Thompson (1949)27 saye that a considerable money can be
saved or made avallable for other purposes when the homemaker is
able to make some clothing. Dr. Devadas (1959)2'8 opines that
making durable clothes at home is a means of stretching the
rupees available for clothing. If the housewife does the family
sewing the expenditure can be reduced to one half of the original
cost, or the family can have tried as much for the same cost.

A considerable amount of sewing can be done by hand
stitching (1959)28 but a good sewing machine makes sewing easier,
quicker, more durable, and attraoctive if carefully selected ,
properly used and weall cared for.

According to Odhams (25) many household articles wear
out and need replacing from time to time. This may be done
quite often at home with a little skill and patience and a mini-
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mum amount of equipment and common semnse; in fact much enjoyment
may be had by remaking attractive articles from these already
worn out in past or those where the fabric needs replacement.

If curtains, sheets, blankets become old they can be
utilised for various smaller articles. In case of curtalns,
parts of the materials may fade although the texture still remain
strong. These curtains may be dyed in piece and can be used as
cushion covers,table mats, tray clothes, or divan covers. 4
thick quilt can be made with an o0ld blanket by padding and
covering it with a curtain material and stitohing the two
together. Teacosy, hot plate mats, small cot blankets, hot
water bottle covers, shopping bags with a washable plastic
lining, can be made from old rugs and blankets., Rugs and carpets
often wear out in certain places leaving the rest of the pile
perfectly in good condition. These worn parts may be repaired
by hand, small pieces of good pile are rejoined to make a large
rug.

Care of furnishing fabrics

Care of a garment includes the way it is used, the
repair given to it and the cleaning and storage provided for it
during its use, (1960)2~6

Justin and Rust (1953)29 state that home furnishings have
much to do with making the home a home. By their very mature
they require almost constant care if the house is to look at its
best, The plan for the care of the home should make ample
provision for the care of its furnishings. For each a suitable
method is chosen and followed by all family members. Mich mnece-

ssary cleaning and work can be avoided by proper daily cleaning.
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Because of the heavy initial cost of the household
linsen it is essential to keep it in perfect condition as long
as possible., This can be done by careful maintenance, mending,
laundering and careful usage.

According to Kaye (1955)% marking is necessary for
the proper care of fabrics and this can be done either by
marking ink or woven names bought in shops, in various colours.
The great disadvantage of the latter is the ease with which the
name tgpes can be removed. Embroidery is the most beautiful
method and great variations and ingenuinity can be had in arrang-
ing and carrying out the work, If time and skill do not permit
hand embroidery, it is possible to have it done by machine.
Mending, say Dorothy et g9

completion of a neat patch or perfect darn never fails to give

is one of oldest arts and

the worker a feeling of satisfaction. Mending falls into two
categories - darning and patching, Darning is done either to
strengthen the weak places or to weave new threads into and
amongst the old ones where hoks and tears have besn occurred.
Patching is the most satisfactory method of mending large holes
whether they are worn or torn.

Stains may be removed by applying an absorbent dissolved
in a common solvent like water, petrol or turpemntine or by
bleaching with lemon juilce, sour milk, or hydrogen peroxide
depending upon the nature of the stains (1965)4.

Discussing about the care of upholstery fabrics and
rugs Rathbone and Tarpley (1959)21’say that probably the most
important item is the removal of dust. When dust is allowed
to stay, the articles become discoloured and weakened more
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quickly. Carpsts and rugs must be cleaned at least once a
week with a Vacaum cleansr or by a brisk brush.

Curtains and draperies frequently need to be taken
down and aired and the loose dirt removed, by handing them
over the clothes line and brushing them with a brisk broom.

In homes having & vacuum cleaner with special attachment

the curtain can be cleaned without taking them from the rods.
Draperies and curtains which cannot be washed safely can be

dry cleaned. Curtains and draperies are washed by socap suds
until clean. Rinsing starching and pressing is advisable.

Some white fabrics of cotton and linen may be boiled after wash-
ing and rinsing to keep them white, Bleaghing also ean be done
to make them whiter. Uoloured clothes are dried in.-door to
preserve the colours and the pleces may be starched if desired.

Justin and Rast (1953)29 state that beds need daily,
weekly and occasional care. They should be made early in the
morning if possible. Pillows are shaken and pressed into form,
The used bed linen should be laundered each week. The spreads,
blankets and other covering are cleaned as oftem as they indi-
cate the need.

As viewsd by Florance M. Reif? (1966)Xpressing and
ironing hints include in general synthetics need the lowest
temperature, silk low, wool medium, cotton high and linen the
highest.

Keye (1955)318tates that the new fabrics should be

wrepped in paper and placed in a cool and dry chest cupboard
or draw. It is not advisable to store starched goods for a
long period. Taking out at intervals and refolding them is

necessary 1o prevent wear at the creases.
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Top shelves are for large and heavy ones like blankets.
Each kind of article should be in a separate pile as single
bed sheets, pillow casesgdhalves should be lined with white
paper and the door with:: a lock and key. Keeping a writtem
list of inventory of tags with additional information regard-
ing cost, date and place of purchase is extremely useful.

The storage shelves should be properly cleaned at
intervals, the contents removed, aired and sunned. Tha
shelves should be sprayed with suitable insecticides. They
should be free from moths and other household pests. 4 soiled
linen box made out of wood with perforated sldes is useful
for soiled linen.

According to Trilling Nicholas (‘1953)32 the plece in
which one lives 1s a matter of circumstance. It may be a six
room house, twenty-rcom mansion or a two room apartment. Where-
ever the home may be located the housewife naturally wiches
her home to be lovely and livable as she can make it. There
is something instinctive within each of us that craves for
beauty in our own lives and most of all within our homes,
Indeed one of the homemaker's most interesting duties is to
become a creative artist, It is she who selects the furniture
and draperies and arranges the room chooses harmonious colours
and creates beautiful home like effect. All these can not be

accomplished in a moment. It takes time to become an artist.



III. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

The appearance of hame should be worthy of its high
purpose to provide a place for the promotien of spiritual,
intellectual and physical growth of the family as well as to
furnish a shelter. Home furmishing fabrics along with furniture
and other accessories play a great rcle in creating an atmos-
phere in the home. In this study the investigator made an
attempt to find out the preference of selected urban home
makers for furnishing material and the experimental procedure
was followed ir the order belows

. I, Conducting a market survey

. Framing the questionnaire

3. Selection of the method

A:. Pretesting

5. Reframing the questionnaire

6. Selection of the sample

‘7. Actual survey

8 . Consolidation of the data collected.

I.  Copgucting a Market Survey

As an initial step, the investigator conducted a market
survey in Coimbatore city to study the different brands and
varieties of furnishing materials available. The area selected
for this survey included R.S. Puram, Gandhipuram, Toun Hall end
Raja Street. This study was helpful later in the framing of

questionnaire.
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The questionnaire was framed to collect the necessary
informations from the homemakers. It consisted of questions
connected with family background, colour, design 'tettnre and
brand preferences of the homemaker, maintenance, stitching,
care and storage of furnishing materials., The questionnaire
consisted of simple words and phrases that would be easier
for the informant to answer,

3. Selection of the Mothod

The method chosen by the investigator to perform the
study was the questionnaire method as it has several advantages.
The questionnaire is @ form prepared and distributed to secure

)33

response to certain questions. Jahoda et al (1957)°° opine that

the questionnaire is impersonal in nature consisting of stan-
dardised wordings and instructiones for recording the response
of the informant, ensuring uniformity from one measurement
situation to another,
4. Pretesting

A preliminary study was carried out in order to test the
officiency, reliability and clarity of the questions in the
questionnaire. Twenty houses from Gandhipuram, Ram Nagar and
Pappanaicken Palayam were selected for this study and the ques-
tionnaires were filled in by the investigator as answers to the
questions by interviewing the housewives. The pre-testing pro-
vided a means of catching and solving unforeseen problems in

the questionnaire.



5. Reframing the Questionpaire

The questionnaire was finalised with necessary altera-
tions after pretesting and a sample questionnaire is given
in Appendix I,
6. Selagt e ®

The investigator visited some of the arees in person
and selected 200 houses for this study. The only criteria
taken into account was that all the selected houses were
making use of the necessary furnishing items in the form of
furnishing fabrice. The families were of different income
lgvels and different family backgrounds.

7. Actual Survey

The information regerding the preference of furmishing
fabrics was collected by interviewing the informant, as inter-
view 1s the major instrument for the emumeration of social and
economical standards of living.

As viewed by Burchinol et al (1957)2# interview method

has several advantages. The interview method yields a high
percentage of co-operation in as much as most people when
reasonably approached, are willing to co-cperate. It can be
made 1o yleld an almost perfect sample which alleviates the
concern that investigator have often obtaining 40 or perhaps
60 percent return on a mail questiomnaire.

Another advantage is that information obtained by means
of this method is more likely to be correct than is information

obtained by means of other techniques because interview can
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clarify seemingly inconsistent responses. Inaccurate answers
or attempts to mislead the Interviewer can be identified and
rectified.

Two hundred houses were selaected for the study and the
investigator visited the houses im person to collect the
necessary information, The area for this study includeds
1. Ram Nagar
2. Gandhipuram
3. Rathna Sabhebathipuram
4e S.R.P. Colony
5. Tatabad
6. Pappanaicken Palayam
7. Puliakulam
8. Race Course
9. Avinashi Foad
10. Red Fields
11. Saibaba Coleny
12. North Coimbatore
13. Oppanakkara Street.

Rapport was establiszhed first by the investigator by
defining problem, purpose of the survey and the purpose of the
study and the homemakers were requested to elicit the necessary
information in the form of answers to the questions asked by the
investigator. The answers were filled in by the investigator as
the homemekers answer the questions.

lysip of the Data
The results of the survey was consolidated and the data

is presented iIn the results and discussions.



IV, RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The aim of the study was to find out the preferences of selected
urban homsmakers for home furnishing materials and the results are
presented and discussed under the following headings:

1. Educational status of the homemakers

2., Income pattern of the family

3. Clothing and furnishing expemnditure of the family

4. Objectives in furnishing the home

5. Selection of furnishing fabrics

6, Stitching aspects

7. GCare of furnishing fabrics

8, Satisfaction derived and problems faced by the homemakera.
1. Educations] Statys of the Homemakers

Out of the 200 families surveyed 102 homemakers had their
education upto the high school level, 45 candidates upto the college
level, and 31 members upto the middle school level, Fifteen of them
had studied upto the elementary school level and only seven of them
were found to be illiterate, One hundred and eighty eight persons
of the surveyed sample were just homemakers, while the remaining twelve
persons were both homemakers as wsll as caresr women,

2, 1 e patt t

The surveyed sample included households with different pncames

levels ranging from Rupees 500 to Rs. 5,000 monthly,



INCOME RANGE OF THE FAMILIES

S

TABLE I

[P

S,No. He?:l;lf-n ;2::1;19
1o 500 - 1000 89
2. 1000 - 1500 49
3. 1500 - 2000 29
he 2000 - 2500 14
5. 2500 - 3000 7
6. 3000 - 3500 -
7. 3500 - 4000 2
8. 4500 - 5000 6
. 5000 and above 4

- e g T T gy D W R Y R e Sy Y o

Number of
families

Percentage

- W U N g o W T Ty T o g

4he5
24.5
14.5

3.5

1

3
2
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From Table I, it is evident that out of the total, 89 families,

forming a majority of the sample came under the level of monthly income

ranging from Rs.500 - 1000, 49 families had an income ranging from
Rs.1000 = 1500 per month and 29 families were found to be belonging

to the monthly income group ranging from Rs.1500 - 2000.

a) Systems

The investigator found out the types of budget systems followed

by the homemakers of different educational levels and the findings
are presented through Table II,

65 followed the budget system where as 35 did not follow any budget

system,

Cut of the total families interviewed
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TABIE II

TYPE OF BUDGET FOLLOWED BY HOMEMAKERS OF
DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

Educational Type of budget followed and number

S.No. level of ths of families
homemakers Oral Mental Written No budget
system
1« Illiterate 1 1 1 4
2. Elementary school 2 2 1 10
3. Middle School 8 7 6 10
4. High School 22 16 31 33
5. GCollege 7 9 16 13

It 138 evident from Table II that 16 of the homemakers who
had studied upto college level maintained written budgets, Among the
homemakers who were educated upto the high school level, thirty three
did not follow any budget system, whereas 31 of them followed a writtem
budget. Most of the illiterate,four out of ten did not follow any
budget system.
3.

The investigator made an attempt to find out the percentage of

mo ney spent on clothing out of the toigl income and the findings are
given in Table III.



TABIE III
PERCENTAGE OF MONEY SPENT ON CIOTHING

oo - PR G T Ehes "V an @8 S O = dr @l T s man &

S.MNo. Porcent;go of total Number of Percentage of

income allotted for families families

clothing spending spending
1. 1- 5 17 8,5
2. 6 - 10 101 50.5
3. M- 15 69 3445
4. 6 - 20 13 6.5
5. 21 - 25 - -
6. Above 25 - -

[T, - o o Sy - . -

It is clear from Table III that out of the total,101 families
teen spent six to tem percent of their monthly income on clothing,
whereas 69 and 17 families spent 11 - 15 per ceat and 1 - 5 per cent
of their monthly income on clothing respectively,

Table IV gives a picture of how much money is allotted for
purchasing the furnishing fabries out of the money available for the
clothing expenditure.



TABIE IV
PERCENTAGE OF MONEY SPENT ON FURNISHING MATERIALS

- e s—— pre— > € -
- - o

Percentage of J?ercenta-go of

S.No, Money allotted  No. of families families
for furnishing spending spending

materials

10 1 - 5 103 24

2, . 6 - 10 10101 50.5

3. 1M1 - 15 22 1

4 16 - 22 15 7.5

56 21 - 25 7 3.5

6. Above 25 7 3.5

- -,
- -

There was a vast difference in the amunt of money spent on
furnishing materials by different families. But of the two hundred
families surveyed, 101 families spemt 6 - 10 per cent of their clothing
allotment on furnishing materials, Forty eight families spent 1 - §
per cent, and sevem families spent above 25 per cent of their clothing
allotment on furnishing fabrics,

4 Obiectives in Pyrpishing tho Homes

Anong the total number of houses surveysd, 127 houses were
found to be own houses where as the rest of the 73 houses were rented
houses,

Regarding the extemt of furnishing materials used, it was found
out that 65 houses were completely furnished with all the items of
furnishing materials, 74 houses were found to be furnished partially
still needing a few more items of furnishing to reach the fully fur-
nished state while the other 61 houses were found to be furnished te
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some extent needing some more items of furnishing materials to become
completely furmished,

For the question on the objectives of furnishing, 152 homemakers

have answered that they had furnished thelr houses for decoration, 144
for privacy, 118 out of perscnal interest, 65 for personal satisfactien,
44 for dignity, 36 to protect from dust and ten to protect from glare,
(Figure.1). From the given data it can be determined that most of the
homemakers had furnished their houses mainly with the three objectives
namely decoration, personal interest and privacy.
a. Areag Furplghed

The types of furnighing fabrics used in different areas of the
houses by the homemakers are discussed in Table V. Some of the houses
contained all items of furnishings in all the rooms but many had only
the necessary items in the frequently used areas., like the living room
and bed room, Table V gives an idea of the different areas furnished
with the different items of furnishing materials.
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GrTECTIVES ofF HoMerakErs For Fuenishing THEIR HoMES.
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TABIE V

AREAS FURNISHED AND ITEMS OF FURNISHINGS
' : USED

- - - e Wk @k B PGS W™

8.No, Tems used Living Bed Stu.dy Di.ning Kitchen Guest

TOOm Toom Troom  Toom room
1«  Curtains 194 97 65 (4 22 65
2, Draperies 162 172 3 38 15 i
3. Bed spreads - 200 - - - 19
be Bed covers - 200 - - - 19
5e Pillow covers - 200 - - - 19
6. Cushion covers T4 7% 21 9 3 26
7. Table olethes 127 k) 52 52 7 17
8. Rugs and carpets 62 28 4 4 - 9

aarseces 11 3 -pat -y e = e 1 TRl e @ o0 g b e

It is clear from Table V that the living room was furnished with
a maximm number of furnishing items next came bed room and third the
guest mom, Rugs and carpets were the least items used by the homemakers.
In some of the houses rexin covers of cushions have replaced the use
of separate cushion covers and Sunmica, Formica, Decolum and glass tops
proved that the tables do not need a separate table cloth.

5. Selection of Fyrnishing Mabrics
a) Who pelects the furpighipg materjals

Shopping for furnishing fabrics was dene by different
pecple in different households.

Hausband and wife did the shopping in 81 houses among the
total number surveyed, Homemakers alene did in 73 houses, both housewife
and daughters ocombined and did shopping in 21 houses. The daughters alone
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did in 12 houses while the sons in three of the houses and housewife

and daughter-in-law both together in three houses., In the remaining
seven houses the housewife did the shepping along with friends, sons
and daughters as the case may be,
b, Frequency of Shopping

In 86 households the shopping was done only when the need
arose. Fifty six of the households bought once in a year, 46 housebolds
once In two or three ysars and six households once in three to five
years, Bed spreads, bed covers and pillow covers were the items bought
at a regular period of interval wherees the other items were bought
vhenever necessary.

Ce

Price, durability, texture, selour and design were some of
the factors which influenced the homemakers in the selestion of the
furnishing materials, Table VI shows the extent to which these factors
influenced the different families in the selection of furnishing
materials,
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TABLE VI
FACTORS INFLUENCING THE SELECTION OF FURNISHING
‘ ‘ MATERIALS .
] Factors I preference II prefermnce III preference
S.NO. influencing No. of houses No. of houses No. of houses
selecticn
1e Price 25 17 81
24 Durability 60 67 31
3. Texture 32 49 27
e Golour 64 74 15
5 Design 54 53 20
6. Iabel information 1. 7 7
7. Suitability to the
room or furniture 37 15 7
8. Brand name 1 2 3

- L C L1 2%

Out of the total, 64 gave colour as the first factor influencing
the purchasing of furnishing fabrice, Durability was given as the
second factor influencing the buying by 60 homemskers and design ae
the third factor by 54 homemakers,

Colour wap given by 74 of the homemakers as the second preference
and price by 81 of them as the third preference.

Table VII and Figure 2 show e account of the colours preferred
by the homemakers for various items,
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COLOUR PREFERENCES OF HOMEMAKERS FOR HOME FURNISHING MATERIALS

Scale 1 cm = 5 per cent
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It is evident from the Table that green colour was preferred
by a mjority of the homemakers for almost all the furnishing items
+ except for rugs and oarpets for which any dark coleur was prefermed,

For the second preference 30 of the homemakers gave green
for ourtalns and draperies, 38 and 30 of them gave blue and all light
colours for bed spreads, 32 gave green for bed cover and pillow covers,
62 of them gave pink for cushion covers, 31 gave green for table cloth
and 31 gave blue for rugs and carpets,

The investigator noted down the reasons given by the homemakers
for selesting particular colours and the findings are givem in Table VIII,

Most of the homemakers sald that they liked the particular
colour becuase they had a personal liking for that colour, and because
it added beauty in their homes. Another main reason: given by them
wes that the particular colour facilitated laundering.

Very few members gave the reason that the colours like pink
looked digniﬁod, blue and green seemed to be cool amnd fresh, and ecolours
like white gave neat appearance.

The textures preferred by the homamakers for various furnishing
items differed and the results are tabulated and given in Table IX,



TABLE IX
PEXTURE PREFERENCES

- - D o ol W .y Ay ol T T TP Ay s 0 T h i S0 St Ty Tk D T o W it it =

Item Rough  Glossy Smooth Grisp Grainy
T R e Ne e Mo
Curtainsand dra-
peries 122 18 74 72 56
Bed spread 13 4 188 2 20
Bed cover and
plllow cover 10 3 194 22 77
Cushion ocover 10 9 161 10 5
Table cloth 13 9 150 20 10
Rugs and carpets 154 1 36 2 4

oL I L Y 1 LI ] i 0 " Y ] rL T L L] N T o

It 18 clear from the Table that for most of the items of
furnishings, a mejority of the sample preferred a smooth texture
122 homemakers preferred a rough texture and 72 a orisp texture
for curtains and draperies. One hundred and fifty four members
said that they preferrod a rough texture for rugs and carpets. (Figure.3)
Table X gives the different reasons as given by the homemakers

for their preferences of partisular textures.



Sper . ._.i

i
s’

s For

Ry
[ &
L3
7
' &)
e

FEF
e
o
™\
Gt

a - g .
A
. RN 4

A RR

A

i s
"‘;l »

TEER

tip

?
P K St

s

FUE i

TEXTuRY PREFEEENCES OF jie HEME
H Y]

. . .
5 R -
& :
!
w ]
‘ .w A L B “ Y RSN WS SO SRR T SN SR SR S !
» . > e 3 E
! : o - > i ] . °, 7 R



TABLE X

L]

REASONS GIVEN BY HOME MAKERS FOR TEXTURE
PREFERENCE

*

m--’------_ e P D D T W D G T G D TR G R S D W .-

Perso- adds Suits Easy to comfor-

S.No Items nal 1li- Func-
king Beauty tion launder table
l. Curtains a4 117 129 132 38 18
Draparuy
2. Bed spreads 124 127 131 43 18

3¢ Bed covers and

Pillow covers 123 128 119 44 4
4, Cushion covers 113 133 132 38
S. Table clothes 108 122 127 43
6. Rugs and

carpets 87 107 141 36 -

- an U e GVen G @GS EF 65 Mo G gn OF @F GD ¥ SF g U SR OB S G SR s ey OF an GG me OF G AP G OF S &F OF G S5 EDGR B GG U5 U a6 W e T en Gn D

It is evident from the Table that most of the home-
makers have given that the texture chosen by them suits the
function. Personal liking and beauty stood next in the
order of priority for selecting the particular texture.

Table XI and Figure 4 give the home makers preferences
for plain and featured materials for the different items
of furnishings.
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It is evident that among the total, 77 of the home-
makers preferred floral designs for curtains and draperies.
For bed spreads 66 of them liked plain fabrics without any
design, and among the designs, delicate design was preferred.
by 34 homesmakers. Plain materials were preferred by 177 and
151 members for bed covers and pillow covers and—pillew—ecovers.
Cushion covers and table clothes with embroidery suited the t--*::
tastes of 87 and 88 home~makers, For rugs and carpets floral
designs were preferred by 55 homesmakers.

The reasons given by the home makers for selecting
particular designs for the furnishing items are given in
Table XI.

TABLE XII

REASONS GIVEN BY HOMEMAKERS FOR THE PREFERENCE OF
PARTICULAR DESIGN

o Oy "R ad iy U5 a0 2P "5 ap €5 ED HP o an R ub B WP b =D G = - . an - e - - b s - op B ED ub <P WD <P o8N GF up "

Personal Adds Suits Easy to De-
S. No Iteus bea- func- others
liking uty tion launder sign
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l. Curtain and No No No No No No

draperies 166 163 95 9 21 1l
2. Bed spreads 163 149 96 17 15 2
Se Bed covers 165 144 89 19 14 -
4, Pillow covers 162 146 92 14 12 -
S. Cushion

covers 155 155 93 13 16 -
e Table clothes 152 151 92 9 20 2

Te Rugs and
carpets 150 143 93 8 26 -

Among the reasons given by the homes<makers for selecting
the particular designs, personal liking stood first in the
order of priority, the design adds beauty was the second

reason, and suitability to the function was the third reason,



as given in XII.

There are a number of brands available in Coimbatore city
and the homesmmakers have giten the particular brands for
which they go in, and the brands preferred by them along .with
the reasons for their preferences are brought out by Table-

XIII and Figure 4.

TABLE XIII.
BRAND PREFERENCES AS GIVEN BY THE HOMEeMAKERS.

- A D MDD G VD A S o A D el S ED NG D D D D S a el TP S G D D D A S G b D o B e u) R D R e D = - b B NP uS W D an u

No. of ¥arie~ Varie- Dura popu-
S.No. Brand home ty in ¢ty in lar- Others
makers design colour bilitty ity
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1. Bombay

dyeing 131 114 99 71 2 28
2. Handloom 107 36 40 20 30 10
3. Binny 92 32 32 74 35 1l
4, Delhi Cloth

Mills 39 20 26 25 14 3
5. Mafatlal 16 9 8 9 6 -
6., Khadi 10 4 6 10 3 -
7. Gualiar 3 3 3 2 1 -
8. Lakshwi Mills 3 3 3 2 - -
9. Tata Textiles 2 1 2 2 - 1l
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A8 shown by Table XIII Bombay Dyeing was appreciated and
used by 131 homemakers among the 200 households surveyede
The main reasons given by 114 and 90 families were that Bombay
Dyeing furnishings gave a variety in design and colour res-
pectively. Durability was given as the third and popularity
as the fourth factor for going in for Bombay Di?ng goods.

The other reasons included availability in s;ts, colour faste
ness, attractive and delicate designs, in good length and
breadth, reduction in sales, soft and comfortable textures
and according to the tastes of the family members.

Handloom was preferred by 107 homemakers and durability
was the reason given by 90 of the homemakers for their mes
preferences. Forty members gave variety in colour, 30 popula=-
rity for choosing handloom furnishings. The other reasons
given by them for their preferences for handloom included
dark colours, simple designs, suiting the tastes of the
family members, the percentage of rebate given to the consumers,
and above all availability in wide variety specially at
Coimbatore.

From Table XII it is quite evident that Binny stood third
in the order of preference and it was selected for furnishings
by 92 homemakers. Seventy four and thirty five homemakers
gave the reasons as durability and popularity, for selecting
furnishings. Thirty two home-~makers s&aid that they choose



Binny for its variety in colour and designs. Other reasons
included that Binny was available with good standard.

Delhi cloth Mills furnishings were preferred by 39 home-
makers and variety in colour and durability were the impartant
reasons given for preference by 26 and 25 respectively. Twenty
and fourteen of them sald that variety is design and popularity
were the reasons for the choice. Other reasons given by tham
included delicate designs and cool colours.

Mafatlal furnishing fabrics were preferred by 16 home-
makers and durability was the reason given by nine of them,
variety in design by nine, variety in colour by eight and
popularity by six of the home~makers.

Khadi was preferred by ten homemakers and all the ten have
mentioned durability as the reason for their preference, six
gave variety in colour, four variety in design and three,
popularity as the reason.

Lakshmi Mills furnishings were preferred by three home-
makers in the sample and all three sgid that because of
variety in design and colour, and durability they liked
Lakshmi Mills furnishings. The other reasons given by
them included that it was their own product and one told that
they get reduction as they were employed in Lakshmi Mills.,

"“ota textiles were used by two members and they sald
that colour durability made them choose those textiles.
Delicate designs were the reasons for choosing Tata textiles
furnishingse.

Hi



d. Influence of Fashion.
Half of the sample said that they followed fashions in

furnishing their homes while the rest said that they did not
follow strictly -any fashion. Only 24 houses surveyed were
using not so common furnishing fabrics like nylons for easy
chair backs and door curtains, switzerland embreidexmed. .. .u
table clothes, Chinese and Japanese embroidered velvet
cushion covers, Belgium rugs and Persian carpets.
e. Sources of Influences

Advertisement, exhibition, window: display, friends and
relatives were the different sources influencing the home-
makers in purchsing furnishing fabrics.

Seventy seven of the home makers saaid that they were
influenced by their friends and relatives to :ome extent in

buying the

their furnishing fabrics. Twenty five of them said they were
influenced to a little extent, and 15 to a great extent.

Advertisement to be the influencing factor in buying
the fabrics for 30 home makers to a little extenh, for 58
to some extent and for 20 to a great extent.

Forty four members were influenced to some extent by the
window display, 26, to a little extent and 12 to a great extent
and as regards exihibitions 32 of the home~-makers were influenced
to some extent, 21 to a little extent and 12 were influenced

to a great extent.

Tw



All the above mentioned sources seemed not to have
influenced 136 members as their answers revealed that they
selected according to their own personal taste rather than
any other source influencing them.

6. Stitching 4spects;

OQut of the total number of home-makers, 127 homemakers
sald that they stitched their furnishings at home. Bed
cover, pillow cover, cushion cover, and table cloth were
the most common items stitched by the homemakers. Curtains
and draperies were mainly stitched by tailors as they
were considered bulky to be handled by the homemakers.

Only in 39 households old clothes unfit for xak
other clothing purposes were used for furnishing materials.
All the home makers made use of sarees as curtains and
draperies but in four houses they were used for bed spreads.
Thick and coarse garments like Kurtha, Kameezme skirt were
used as cushion and pillow covers. Some homemakers used
bed spreads as toweks and some others as cusion and pillow
covers.

7. gare of Furnish abr i
a. Laundering methods

The laundering methods followed by the home-makers
were found out by the investigator. Among the 200 households
surveyed, in 117 houses the laundering was done at home
only, in 50 hduses homemakers sent their furnishing fabric
to dhobik and in 33 households they washed themselves
and also gave them to dhobi just for a change.

47



Sixty 6ive of the homemakers who wéhed their furnishing
fabrics at home said that the materials lasted longer by wash-
ing at home, The other reasons given by them were washing
at home was hygienic (30), economical (24) and the fabriés
were available for immediate use (19). A few of them remarked
they had interest in washing at home and a large amount of
satisfaction was derived by washing by themselves.

Furnishing fabrics were given to dhobi by homemakers
because dhobi wahkhing proved to be effort saving by 78,
time saving 44 and neatness in washing by 10. Some gave the
reason as the lack of water facilities for washing and also
the lack of interest in washing clothes at home.

The sets possessed in different items of furnishing fa-
brics in different households are listed in table XIII .

TABLE XIII
SETS POSSESSED IN DIFFERENT ITEMS OF FURNISHING MATERIALS

I II III IV V Visets
S.No. Items

No No No No No NO
1 Curtains 29 126 10 16 2 -
2 Draperies , 2 124 2 12 - 10
3 Bed spreads - 30 43 88 10 3
4 Bed covers - 63 - 8l -
5 Pillow covers - 42 - - - 11
6 Cushion cover 11 99 - - - 2
7 Table clothes 13 104 22 26 4 3

8 Rugs and carpets 44 14 1 - - -



Most of the households possessed the sets which was Just
adequate for them, and only a few houses possessed inadequate
sets in items like curtain, draperies, cushion covers, and
table clothes. 1In some of the families they had enough and
more sets 1o store also.

TABLE XIV
FREJUENCY OF CHANGING THE FURNISHING MATERIALS

Twice Fort Mon- Once in Once in
S.No Items weekly nighte 2 3
a week ly thly months months
1l Curtains - 12 36 956 50 4
2 Draperies - 15 35 88 49 5
3 Bed spreads 6 123 56 - 5 -
4 Bed covers - 75 65 30 - -
5 Pillow covers 3 107 64 8 - -
6 Cushion covers = 27 34 31 4 -
7 Table clothes 1l 26 70 -- 15 -
8 Rugs and carpets - - - 6 6 28

- T e D D U T G TP DGR el S e Tl T G D S G TP R D D R Sy e e v A6 Ay Sy S - D g b D ol ED P o o .

It is clear from the Table that the most commonly used
items were changed at a reasonable interval of time by most of
the home makers and the items which under go less strain like
cushion covers and table clmthes were changed once in three
months by most of the families.

b. Storage:

0f the 200 houses in 180, the furnishing fabrics were

stored in cupboardsy in 16 houses in boxes, and in four

houses in chest of drawvers.

-®
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8. gSatisfaction Derjved and Problems Faced by the Homemakers :

Sixty one homemakers said that they derived satisfaction
to a great extent by furnishing their home wherever they needed
to be furnished with all the items, they could afford. Hundred
and twenty six of the home makers answered that they were
satisfied to some extent out of furnishing their homes but felt
they still wanted to improve the appearance of their homes
and to add to the comforts derived satisfaction only to a
little extent. They wanted to do a better job out of home
furnishings in future.

Problemss
Among the 200, 165 of the home makers agreed that they

did not have any problems in furnishing their homes with
fabrics, where as the rest of the 35 home makers said that
they had problems mainly in the aspeets of selection and
maintenance.

Twenty five home-makers felt they found it difficult to
maintain the furnishing fabrics because of the heaviness and
the large number they had to care for, improper and rough hand-
ling by dhobi, lack of knowledge in children to keep the
furnishihgs cleans and difficulties in washing at home. Ten
bad problems in selecting the fdrmishings suitably for the room
and the furniture concerned and also to fulfill the tastes of
the family members. They included that the wide varieties of
furnishing fabrics in the market also increased complexiety in
selection of home furnishings.



V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The study was aimed to find out the preferences of urban

honemakers for heme furnishing fabrics and to understand the problems

involved in furnishing their homes with fabrics, A survey was conducted

with tuwo hundred households at Coimbatore City using inSerview method.

The results are sunmarised below.

1.

2.

3.

be

5.

6.

Nearly two thirds of the homemakers plamned their budgets

for purchasing various items while the rest did not follow
any budget system,

The main ebjectives according to the homemakers for furnishing
their homes were decoration, privacy, and personal interest.
Out of waetotal of 200 families interviewed, 170 families
allotted 6 - 15 percent of their income on clothing where as
149 families spent § - 10 percent of their clothing btudget

on furnishing fabrics,

Out of the total number surveyed, in 81 households the fur-
nishing fabrics were selected by both husband and wife.

Colour sesmed to be the first influencing factor while selecting,
durability the second, and design the third, in most of the
families.,

Green colour was given the first preference by a majority of
the homemakers, for all the furnishing items except for rugs
and carpets for which all dark colours were given the first
preference. 'The hght, medium colours as well as blue stood
second in the order of their pi'erorenoo and the main reasons

listed out were personal liking and the colours added beauty.



7.

8.

9.

10.

1.

12.

13,
14,

A rough texture was preferred for curtains, draperies, rugs and
earpets, and a smooth texture for the rest of the furnishing
materials by a large number of the surveyed sample, and the
reason given was that the particular texture suited function.
Floral design was preferred by & majority of the homemakers

for curtain, draperies, rugs and oarpets, where as plain fabriecs
without any design was liked for bed spreads, bed covers and
piliow covers, Cushion covers and table clothes with embroidery
ware preferred by a great number of the homsmakers and the reason
for choice was personal liking,

Bombay dyeing was prefarred by a majority of the homemakers
because of its attractive colours and designs, Handloom varisties
stood next in the order of priority as they were durable and
standard goods.

Pifty percent of the surveyed sample followed the fashion in
decorating their houses, while the rest did not,

Porsonal taste seemed to be the first source which influenced
the buying, friends and relatives next and advertisements the
third.

In nearly two thirds of the households the furnishing fabrics
were stitched at home and the rest gave them to tallors., Only

in a very few houses, they made use of old materials for stitching
furnishing 1tm‘:%\§o min ftens used weresarees for curtains and
draperies,

Most of the houses stored their furnishing fabrics im cupboards.
Adequate sets in each item of home furnishings were possessed

by & majority of the households and they used to change them at

a reagonable interval of tho.‘



15.

A majority of them have derived satisfastion to some extent,
most of them to a great extent and only a few to a 1little extent,
out of furnishiag their own homes, Mest of the homemakers did
not have any problems but a few said that they had problems in
sweh aspects as seleotion and maintenance of furnishing fabrics,
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SRI AVINASHILINGAM HOME SCIENCE COLLEGE

COIMBATORE-II

PREFERENCES OF SELECTED URBAN HOMEMAKERS FPOR HOME FUENISHING MATERKIS

Questionnaire,

Peraonal data

Te
2.
30
4.
Se¢
6.

Name of the Investigator:
Nane of the Home maker
Age of the Home Maker
Present address 3
Ejueational Qualification s

Pregsent Position of the Home Maker :

Eaployed /- Not employed /______7

Te Pamily B s
To. Name of the Belation Age Sex Baueation Income
Member Hime m ker (Monthly)

8¢ Toetal monthly inwmome of the family, Rs,.

9+ Do you possess a family Budget?

10.

1.

12.

13.

Yoes /7 ¥ [/ __7
If yes,what kind of Bulget to you follow?

oral /7 Memtad [/ __7  Writtem [/____/
How much do you allot for clothing Budget? i

Out of your clothing Budget how much do you allot for home furnishing
materials?

Regidence

om houss [/ Bented house /[~ 7



GENERAL INFORM\TION ABOUP FURNISHING MATERIAIS:

14, Have you furnished your house Wi th fabries? If yes, to what extent?
Completely /7 ©Partlally / /  to some extent /___/

15, What are the main objectives in furnisking your hows e?

8¢ Out of personal interest,

b, PFor Decoration.

¢. Por privacy,

d. Por Dignity.
e« Por personel satisfaction.

f. To proteet from dust,

8+ To protect from glars,

h. Any other objectives

16. What are the items of furmishing materias you have used in different
areas of your how e?

“¥o. Items used Ares Furnished

Iiving DBed Stuly Dining Guest Kitchen Any

TOOR rO0R room TOOR Troom other

1 Curtain

2. Drapery

3. Bed S])I‘Cad

4o Bad Cover

5 Pillow Cover
6e Cushion cover
Te Table cloth
8. R'ugs & carpets
9. dny other

Vil



Selections

17.

18.

19.

How often do you shop for furnishing m terials?
Once in
a. 6 months,

b. one year,
Ce 2 years,

&. When necessary.

Who does the shopping for furmishing materials?

&s Housewife.

be Husband,

¢. Husband aml Wife,

d. Soms,

f. Daughtexrs,

g+ Axny others,

¥hat are the factors do you look for while selecting the furniehing
matersals Number according to your preference If more than one factor
18 of equal importance give the ssae number),

@y Price.

be Durablity.

¢. Texture,

d. Colour,

f. Drand name,
8. Ilabel irformation,
he Suitability to the fwrniture or room.

i. Any other.



20, Which colours do you prefer for furnishing material? Mark the colours
acoording to your preference,

Purnishing item, Colowr
[ 18
Pirst Second Third
preference preference preference
Iight Mediwm Dark Light Medium Dark 1light Medium Dark
1e Curtains.
2. Dreperies,

3+ Bed Spread.

4. Pillow Cover.

5S¢ Pillow cover,

6+ Cuskibon cover.

7. Table c¢loth.

8. Bugs and Carpeta.
9. Any other.

20, b, Recasons for liking particular colours.

¥o. Murnishing Items Colours Reasons

Personal Adds Eay to No Re Auy
lking Beauty launder ason other

1. Cwtalm,

2, Drsperies.

3. DBed spread,

4. Pillow cover.

5. Table cloth

6o Cushion cover,

T. %a and carpets.
8+ Red cover.

9. Any other,




2l1. The Textures preferred by you

Textures
No mrnisnins items L e il - e e Y WD e O O S QIS
Rough Clessy Smooth Crisp Grainy Anyother

l. Curtain.

2. Draperies.

3. Bed Spreade

4. Bed cover

5. Pilloveover

6. Cushion cover

7. Table cloth

8. Rugs and Carpets.
9. Any other

2l.b.Reasons for preferencee.

Reasons
Furnish- Textu~- Per- Adds Suits Easy to

No. . res sonal
ing Item prefer- lik- beauty | Any other
red ing Function launder

l. Curtains.

2. Bed spread.

3. Draperies.

4, Bed cever.

S. Pillew cover.

6. Cushion cover.

7. Table cloth.

8. Rugs and carpets.

9. Any other.

Bt
s



22. What type of design do you prefer for furnishing

materials ?

SRS e S R e G gy @S S G S e Gl S P A Gk T b T Gl G SR S OGS G T G0 P G G G =GN D SR g SR 6 G S TS ED T g e CR— G P -

Furnishing -Items
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Bed Bed Pillo Cush-Table Rugs any

Curtain Dra-
periesSpread Tover cover ion & ot-

Design

coverCloth car-~ hers
pets

. X L .2 7 r F 1 R I B b J ¥ 2 F ¥ X 2 T ¥ F K L 2 T ¥ T F ¥ T 3 R J 2 1 T X £ & £ L 2 [ ¥ 2 £ F 2 2 2 2 R & J T T 2 ¥ £ 2 2 J

Plain

Printed
Floral
Abstract

Bold print
Delicate print
Vertical lines
Horizontal lines
Small-checks
Medium checks
Big checks
Woven design

Double sided
design

Embroidery
Crochet
Any other.

- D ET sy e SR G OO P G OB G Y i G G P G G GRS O I GR T E G G G a T e  SN GRS GRSt G SR G S R e S e SO U ap e, P
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22. Reasons for liking

Reasons T
No. Furnishing Design Per- Adds Suits Ea;y Biggi-;n;
Item pre- sonal Beau~ Fun- {0 laun- ot~
ferred 1liking ty ction der fied hers.

l. Curtain

2. Draperies

3. Bed spread
4. Bed cover

5. Plllow cover

6. Cushion cover
23. What are the Brands do you prefer for furnishing materials ?

a. Binny
b. Mafatlal

¢. Bombay dyeing

d. Delhi cloth mills
e, Tata textiles

f. Gwalior furnishing
g. Handloom

h. Khadi

i. Any other

23.b. Reasons for preference.

Reasons for preference
Brand Variety Variety Popu-~
in in Durability Anyother
design colour larity

Xili



24. Do you follow the latest fashion in furnishing your home
with fabrics

Yes [ 7 No /7

256, Mention the name of the new furnishing materials if you
have included any give the reasons for selecting.

- O Vi mr O e T R RO N S TR e O R e e O A S T GF A G e OV g O g O e

Reasons

1l 2 3

O P g g A e T T g i P g g T g A O S e e SR A N Y T S e i e

- T e Y g O A Y e o A T, P e T G A S e el O e A

26. To what extent the following sources influence you in buy~
ing furnishing materials?

- O G R ge OGP ap g SO oy o B e oy O 00 gl gu O BN A U i g B0 GO0 v gy gt pl G5 TR an WS G gy G5 GF i @F I T G S S SR AR OF nl N g SPER G T ol o an e O an BN a

To a little To some To a great

No. sources
extent extent extent

T e g O e DS A e T O e T T i e o o O D R R O s e R o ol

Le Advertisement

2. Bxhibition

3e Window display

4, Friends and Relations

6. Any other source.

-G G TGS gu O G AR O S 08 e I SO g O8N GO g OF R AT G OB g OR GR A OO N =GR O G €O g T D S G S0 g GRS gy T O A un G O G e =
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SIJICHING

2?. Do you atikeh the furnishing materials at home 2
Yes [ 7 No [ 7

28. What are the items #titched at home in furnishings ?

1. Se
2. / 6.
3. Te
4. 8.
2. Do you use any old eloth for stitching furnishing materials ?
Yes /__7 No /7
29.b Items used.
1.
26
3.
4,
CARE 3
30. How do you launder your furnishings %
at home /_ 7 gtogiobig

3l.a.Reasons for washing at homes

1. Economical L7
2. Materials last longer /7
3. Available for immediate use /~ _ 7
4. Hygien}oe __/_'_:7
5. Any other 7

XV



3l.b. For giving to Dhobis
le Time saving.
2. Effort saving.
3. Lack of interest.
4. Any other.

32. How many sets do you have in each item of furnishing ¢
How often do you wash and change ?

g e Wy s W gy el i R ga D A A A S O P O e g g W g el e gl AR O G R e

'Ne Item No. of sets Frequency of change
weekly Fort- Once in Once
nightly one in 2
manth months

- P G0 OF B G5 gy O wm v glin g @ S i 0 I W B R e e gy W A G S G G O O G A B S e T e S

()

Curtain.
Draperies.

Bed spread

Bed cover.
Pillow cover
Cushion cover
Table cloth
Rugs and carpets
Any other.

O 0 N O O & W W

33. How do you store the furnishing materials ?
& In cupboards.

b. In boxes

Ce In shelves

da. In any other

%x\Vi



M. Ege extent of satisfaction derived out of furnishing your
ne 7
T2

30
To a little extent [/ / To some extemt / 7
To a great extent / 7

PROBLEMS 3

36. Do you face any problems in furnishing your house with
naterials ?

36.b.If yes,in what aspect}

- = G g GVES A e P G0 oG8 SN S e e DG GF Ve D iy g Y G W S P O G i O e GO W R Dy o SR A G un PR

No Aspeet Types of problems faced

- - Sy = GG O GR GP G e B O gl W e e P G e O G W R g S Dy S e .

Selection
iaundoring
Maintenance.
Sstitching
Storage

o 6 b w p M

Any other
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