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Jesudasan
ith over
1,100 un-
jversities
and nearly

45,000 colleges catering to
around 4.5 crore students,
India continues to streng-
then its position as one of
the world’s largest educa-
tion hubs. The country al-
so aims to achieve 50%
gross enrollment ratio
~ (GER) in higher education
by 2035. To achieve this
target, India must streng:
then all areas of higher
education. Government
and private institutions are
| worIFing towards this,
~ through various initiatives
such as the One Nation
One Subscription (ONOS).

What is ONOS?

The scheme aims O pro-
vide nationwide a_ccess to
major scholarly e-jour]r}a}lls_
from prominent publis
ers across disciplines such
as STEM, Mediciné, Man
agement, Social Sc1e:}1§}tlez
and Humanities-
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Why the One Nation One Subscripti
1on ¢ tion should
extended to private universitieg and clcl)l(;(lelges}) ;

boost research HEIs in
smaller towns with plans
for central funding to sup-
port Indian authors in pay-
ing Article Processing
Charges for quality open-

. Y

access Jjournals. However.
gnvatle ﬁuniversities havf:
een left out of the i
of ONOS. o

Before the 1990g, the
higher education Japg.

scape was dominated by
government-funded nsti-
tutions. Economic liberali
sation also led to various
transformational measures

including establishment of
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private universities and
colleges. As a result, today,
around 80% of students
pursue higher education in
private universities and
colleges. In the last two de-
cades, the number of these
colleges and universities
has expanded in response
to the increasing demand
for higher education.

Research focussed

Apart from offering pro-
grammes in emerging
fields such as Robotics, Al,
Fintech, Precision Tech-
nologies, Cybersecurity,
Design Thinking and more,
they also offer internation-
al exposure, industry-

||

linked learning, interdisci-
plinary and flexible aca-
demic options and other
benefits to students. Many
of these institutions are lo-
cated in urban and semi-
urban areas and account
for nearly 36% of the stu-
dent population. Apart
from this, many private un-
iversities have positioned
themselves as research-
and innovation-focussed,
as Bansal et.al. (2019) note.
Some are very large with
multiple campuses, mod-
ern infrastructure, and fa-
culty members enabling
them to compete with and
match the research output
of well-known govern-
ment-funded institutions.
Some even project them-
selves as the second-largest
contributors to India’s re-
search output after the
[ITs. Quality publications,
spending on faculty deve-
lopment and infrastruc-
ture creation, automation
of libraries, including esta-
blishment of digital librar-
ies, RFID, and other techn-
ological advances have all
contributed to this.
Considering that private
HEIs have made immense
contributions to the educa-
tion landscape and the
growth manifested in ma-
ny areas, extending ONOS
to such institutions would
help the country achieve
the goal of a developed In-
dia by 2035. This will not
strain the country’s finan-
cial resources and willhelo
India develop a robust
knowledge economy.
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