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CFIAPI'ER - 

IN'I'RODUCTION 

Indian fiction \\ritten  in English is a li ing and an evolving genre. It is rich in content and 

widc in range. Indian English literature is one and a halfcenturies old. The first Indian fiction in 

English is ritten by Sake Dean Mohamet titled Th,rt'el,v o/'Dcan Aiolia,net (1 793). The Indian 

ritings in English are heavily influenced by the Western art form of the novel. It is typical for 

the early Indian English langLiage \riters to use English unadulterated bv Indian words to convey 

experiences that are prirnari l\ Indian. 

Indian English fiction fal Is into ('our divisions. The first phase of' Indian English fiction 

begins v tb the publication of Bankim Chandra Chattrejee s Rcij 1'Johwi 's fl7/e in 1864. lie 

other novel kts of this period include Raj I ,akhsmi Dc% i. I I.Dutt and Rajam her. The second 

phase of Indian English hction is cal led Gandhian Era (191 7-1948). The fiction of this period 

have the impact of the Second World War. Some of' the novelists of this period are Sardar 

.logcndra Si ngh. AS. P. AN ' ar and Mi's. Ka\ cri Bhai . The th ii'd phase of the Indian English 

fiction encompasses the time of Independence and the echo of Gandhian thoughts is apparent in 

the orks of this period. 

A 11cr this long span. now the Indian fiction in English has come of age has received 

international 'ecogn lion. mainly through \\ riters  of' I nd ian origi ii ho Iiae settled in other 

colilltl'ies. 'I hese c'eati e riters are Salman Rusdie. Vi krani Seth, Arundhati Roy, Jumpha 

ShLIu nu Si ngh Bald in and A iii itav (ihosh . These \\ riters  deal mth the socio-pol itical 

liciiies in their no els. 'I heir creative \ orks are de oted to the common poor and downtrodden 

people. espec all \ the orld of woman. 
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The first generation of the Indian writers in Englis!i is Raja Rao. R.K.Narayan and Mulk 

Raj A nand. These Indian writers are influenced with Gandhian philosophy and deal mainly with 

freedom struggle and speak about the social issues in India. In Raja Rao's Kanihapura (1938). 

the overall idea of the novel is that it is immensely clever and it reflects much of the nationalistic 

themes including the patronizing attitude toards the loer caste society. The novel, much like 

hegemonic Indian nationalists, deploys anti-caste postures to dissenible the projection of 

brahm in ical culture as the legitimate national culture. 

R.K. Naraan is a writer, a close friend of Graham Green. contributed more works over 

many decades and continued to rite till his death recently. Similar to Thomas Hardy's fictitious 

place \\essex. \ara\an creates the fictitious to\\ n of  Malgudi here lie sets his novel. R.K 

Nara\ an introduces the lictional town Malgudi in his Swami and Friends (1 954). His narratives 

high light social context and provide a feel for his characters through everyday life and displayed 

con1pasionate human sm in his \vritings. 

Another popLilar v riter is Mulk Raj Anand. ho similarly gains recognition for his 

\\ riling  that is set in rural India: hut his stories are harsher, and his themes deal with divisions of 

caste, class and religion. In this literary sequence the present versatile writers of the present era 

are Sal man RLishdie. Shash iT haroor. Siddartha IVlukerjee. Amitav Ghosh. Vikrani Seth. Kiran 

Desai. '\ ii ta Desai. .lhumpa Lalii ri. and Shoha Dc. 

One ol the greatest as elI as a controversial writer in this lineage is Salman Rushdie, an 

I ndian-l3ritish no'. el st and an essayist. He is blo'.'. n up in controversy with his novel The Satanic 

r'crscs (l99). Rushdie's style is often classified as magical realism mixed with historical fiction. 

descriptions and niigrations between the [astern and the Western '.'.orlds. Some of his other 

'.'. orks include Slialiniar the (lawn (2005) and ,Iidnithi 's ('hi hlre,i (1980). H is novel 
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lIichiilii x ( 'h/ic/i'cri, V,111CII '. on the Booker Prize, deals ith India's transition from British 

co I On in Ii sm to Independence. 

Shashi Iharoor. an  Indian politician and a Member of the Parliament from 

I hiru ananthapuram in Kerala is also a proli fic author. journalist and a human rights advocate. 

Ills fi rsi. book The (irecli hid/wi Vovei cwc/ Show Businevv (1992)   is tot I owed by Inc/ia /i'om 

l/ic/iiighi to llilieiimiwi (1997), a non-fiction chronicle of India's past and future. Siddartha 

\iukerjee. an  Indian horn American Ph\ sician Scientist and writer, made literary history with his 

nos el the Lmperor 0/ ciii \Iaicui/es (2010). It is a biography of cancer and NNO11 the Pulitzer Prize 

or LCllcral ion-ti ci ion. 

Am itav (]hosh is an acclaimed Indian \\Titer  who has on the Sahithya Akademi award. 

I Ic portra\ s the effrct of colonialism Ofl the native people. 11 is novels include The ('ire/c o/ 

Rccioii (1986), ihe (ila.s Pciicicc (2000), i/ic ('ciic'utici (7iromosomc (1995) and The JIuiicri' 

Ih/c (290_5). He becomes popular v. ith his novel Sea o/ Poppies (2008) that encapsulates the 

colonial history of the East. 5cc, u/Poppies paints a poignant picture of the human devastation 

caused b iii pen al i sm. 

\/iki'ani Seth is an Indian novelist. poet. and clii Idren's riter. He gains popularity ith 

his second book. 1 S'u/icihie But' (1993). a novel that is based on post-independence India. The 

novel details the domestic drama of an Indian mother's search for an appropriate husband for her 

dauehter. against the backdrop of the formati e years of India after Independence. Vikram Seth 

has also published orks like The (loic/en (ice/c (1986), ;lii Ecjuai AIusic(1999) and Two Lives 

(2008). 

K iran Desai. daughter of the noted author Anita Desai, is known for her work The 

hehei'/icwce 0/ Loss (2906) that s on the Man Booker Prize. Her other novel is lluiiabaioo in i/ic 



rI 

(ium'cl (.hcliw'J (199). Anita Dcsai, a novel ist and a short story riter herself is known for her 

sensiti\ c portra\ a! of' the inner f'eel ings of bet' female characters. Many of Anita Desai's novels 

explore the disturbed psyche of modern Indian women. She presents the sufferings of sensitive 

omen characters. ho find it very difficult to adjust themselves to the urbanized setup. Her 

\\ omen  characters sulir between tradition and modernity. 

Desai's w'o th of' oman is from self'- abnetation to sel f-assertion. She has been 

shorti isted ftr the I3ooker Prize three times. and a recipient of the Sahithya Akademi award in 

1978 bar her novel /"irc' on i/ic i/owl/all? ( / 9T. Sonic o C her other works Inc lude Gaines at 

7'ii'i/i/71 (1978)   ( 'it', i/ic Peacock (1963) and 7'/ie Zit Zar ft'ai' (2004). 

lie Pal it/cr Prize bar fiction is arded to Jhumpa Lab ri ft)r the debut short story 

collection entitled The Inierpreici' of ,'tlalailics (1999). The short stor deals with the lives of 

Indians and Indian-Americans v ho are caught bet\\een  the cultures. 11cr first novel The Nanie 

5ike (2003) is a major International best seller and named the Ne York magazine book of the 

\ ear. 

Shoba Dc is an eminent Indian novelist WhO over the course of her career in journalism 

baunded and, edited three magazines viz Siardusi. Socwiv and CelehrTh'. Shoba Dc is another 

eminent \riter. Her novel Spouse (2005) examines the urban institLttions of marriage and is 

currently being translated into several languages. De's writing is bold and individualistic. She is 

credited with having invented Hinglish, a heady mix of 1-lindi and English. The other novels are 

S'ocialiie Evenings (1 989). Siai'ry Nights' (I 99 I ). Sn/in' Da't's (1 994) and Second Jhoughis 

(1996). 

When the British conquest of India was achieved. 'a new breed of writers starts to emerge 

on the block in the early 
20

t1' century. These writers are British who were born or brought up in 
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id ia. l heir \\ I II  ngs consist of lid an themes and sentiments hut the way of story telling is 

primari i\ Western. Such 's'. riters include Rudyard Kipling. Jim Corhett and George Or\\ eli  '\ho 

authored man\ books like The .func,/e Book (I 984). ;i/if/)1(I/ Farm (1945) and The tlaii-Eaier,v of 

Kaiiuioii (1954) respectively. hich are liked and read all over the English-speaking \vorid. 

Amoni. these vigorous and versatile riters. Aravind Adiga gains the prominence as 

notable and a winner of the Man Booker Prize for his first novel. The While Tiger (2008). In the 

past tv entv fi'e years the Booker Prize has been awarded to four Indians. Salman Rushdie in 

198 1 , Arundathi Roy in 1997. Kiran Desai in 2006 and to Adiga in 2008. With flawless language 

and a great writing skill, it is no wonder that Aravind Adiga bagged Britain's most prestigious 

literary award. 

Adiga born in Chennai in 1974 and moves with his firni ly to Australia after the death of 

IIIS mother. He has his education at James Ruse Agricultural High School in Sydney. Australia 

\\ here  he and his fmil\ emigrate during the I 990s. lie further pursues his study in English 

literature at Columbia College, Columbia University in New York. He is a graduate of the US 

university in the ear 1997. 

\ ler 1 5 ' ears. Adiga returns to India as a journalist for the Time Magazine. He finds 

that the country has changed vastly. The population of the cities has doubled. shopping malls and 

high rise apartmeilt buildings has reshaped the skyline. There are new medical colleges, dental 

colleges. physiotherap\ colleges and man schools. colleges and poivtechnics. Looking around 

the transformed cities. lie also notices a group of drifters and homeless men and their miserable 

life- begging for lood, sleeping under concrete flyovers, defecating on the roadside, shivering in 

the cold. and struggling for their freedom in the 2 1 centur) 



Adiga feels that the part of the do ntrodden or the underclass has been left out of the 

storY of 1nd1as groth. He is curious and troubled by these dark sights and he wants to explore 

more. All these hitter experiences stimulate him to \\rite. Adiga's three major works are The 

ifliite T/i,'er (2008), Between the .4ssassinaiions (2008), and Last Man in Toii'er (2011), and 

sonic of his short stories are The Sultan 's Batten' (2008). Smack (2008). Last Christmas in 

Bandra (2008) and 777e Elephant (2009). Adiga uses the literary feld as a tool to accumulate his 

thoughts and tries to give a cleat' sketch about his nation. 

Adiga is a journalist and has travelled to many places. The idea of writing his flrst novel 

The Ji'/iiie Tiger came to his mind hen lie visits Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. He discovers a new 

India. here migrations of labourers change their I fe style and traditional values. Adiga has 

created t\\ o lid  as in one "an India of light and an India of Darkness'S (1 4). II is purpose is to 

reveal the new aspects of master-servant relationship, class system and disproportion of income 

in India. 1 he no ci The It lute Tiger hi nts the restlessness in the servant class "a h ich iii ight erupt 

in ' ioiencc. Adiga says. his novel attempts to look at s hat kind of man would be prepared to 

break the structure. It is a warning story and also gives the awareness to the society. 

Ihe novel 7/7c It 'li/fe Tiger has been ritten in an epistolary form. The protagonist writes 

a series of,  Iettct's to the Prime Minister of China. Mr. \\'en .Iiahao. l3alram Halwai, the narrator 

acknoss ledges. the l'uture of the world lies sith the vello\\ man  and the brown man now that 

our ei'st\\ hi  Ic master. the White skinned man has 'a asted himselfthrough buggery, mobile phone 

usage and drug abuse'' ( 5-6). I3aI ram's joLlrnev from the darkness of' village life to the light of' 

entrepreneurial success is amoral altogether. bri I Iianti\ irre erent. deeply endearing and 

completely Liii forgettable. Bairam is a typical voice of the underclass, metaphorical lv described 

as 'Rooster Coop' (173).  struggling to set free from the age-old slavery and exploitation. 
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Balram s anger against indulgence in criminal actk prostitution. drinking, chasing, 

grabbing. bloody revolution, use or barrel and guns. emergence of socialists ignored for long all 

the opportunities and means fair or tool endorse deep-rooted frustration and its reaction against 

the haves, The voice of the underclass cannot he ignored for long. This novel attacks the 

cham,tin moral \alues and ethics in the society. The novel. The tJ77/te Tiger is being the torch 

liht to the darkness here millions have to breathe with undesirable conditions. It reflects the 

real India. All the major problems of India are scrutinized in his works through his characters. 

Aruvind Adiga's treatment of the themes of class or caste consciousness and conflict, the 

master-sei'\ ant relationship, the politicians-electorate relationship or the hoLirgeoisie-prol iterate 

relationship or the upper caste, lower caste relationship or the oppressor-oppressed relationship 

are ironical and opt ni i stic are W1 portrayed. F I is works ultimately offer an answer to the ever 

ensla\ ing techniques and purposes of the above mentioned conflictual sets of relationship. 

i3ali'am I lalw ai. the protagonist or i/ic It u/ic iigcr comes from the village Laxmangarh 

in Ni bar. w h cli is advei'selv afThcted by poverty. Bal ram narrates the whole novel to the Chinese 

premier Well .Jiabao. In his letter he explains how a poor car driver becomes a successful 

enti'epreneur. lie also sa s how the son of rickshaw puller escapes a life of servitude and 

becomes a great achiever in business. 

I3alram begins the novel by describing his Ii f'e in Laxmangarh. There lie lives with his 

famil\ lie is a bright and smart child. He is forced to quit his studies to pay for his sister's 

dwry. lie begins to work in a tea shop w A li his brother in Dhanhad with no interest. He works 

unhappi K as a ser ant. While working in a tea shop he begins to learn about India's government 

and econom\ from the customers cons ersation. lie describes himself' as a had servant and 

decides to become a dri vei'. 



[3a1 ram s dream comes true as he beComeS a driver to Ashok. the son of the local land 

lord. I Ic oes to Delhi ith AshoLs fumily. Balram moves to New Delhi with Ashok, and his 

c. I'c Ms. Pinks There lie liiccs many ear\ experiences. These embittered experiences 

translorni hi iii to be a niurderer. lhroughout the time in Dcliii. Balram is exposed to the 

e.\teiisi\ e corruption of lid ia's societY. One of the incidents is. one night Pinky Madam decides 

to dri e the car b\ hersel land on her wa . she happens to hit a child. Ashoks family decides to 

put the blame on 13a1 ram. So they decide to frame Balram fbr the hit-and-run case to save Pinky 

Madam. But luckil\ no one reports about the missing child. No further inquiry is done. So 

Balram escapes from the]]-  cunning plot. Through the incident Balram realizes the influence of 

mone . Then lie decides that the on l\ av to escape from this painful Ii Ic is killing and robbing. 

So lie plans to kill his master. Ashok. 

13a11-am murders his master Ashok with a broken liquor bottle and escapes to Bangalore. 

1 here lie bribes the police from the looted mone\ in order to h ide his murder. With the rest of the 

mone\. lie starts his o n taxi service. At last lie becomes a great entrepreneur. Ihus. Adiga 

portrays how this immoral society changes an innocent man into a murderer to save his life. 

I lence. i/ic flu/ic luger is a moving and eve-opening stor\ of the Indian society. 

Adigas second ork Between the -1,suvx/17ui/onx shares many of the issues addressed in 

his Man Booker- inning noel The Ph/ic 77ger, namely the plight of the poor, the 

disadvantaged, the caste system, religious tension and political corruption. India's political and 

social life is immensely complex, and there are many tragic dimensions in its contemporary 

reality All these complexities are vividly sho ii b Adiga in his first three orks. 

Between the ;lS1VV11i06017V spans a period of seven years that separates the mLirder of 

India's Prime Miii ister Indira Gandhi by her own Si kh bodyguards in October 1984 and that of 
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her son Raj i. a former Prime Mill ister. in May 199 1 by a suicide bomber From the Liberation 

I iier of I am I I elani. In this Ara md Adiga presents a collection of twelve inter linked short 

stOles. 

In the novel l3e1uceii Il/c' ;ls.Sa\.51//(lIiH/1S, all the stories take place in the same fictional 

c it\ . K ittur. Ad ia claims that K ittur is not real but completely flctitious. The flctitious town is 

closely modeled on Adiga's native. Mangalore. Each story's title refers to a location in the city. 

The stories and characters created h\ Adica have a deflnite purpose. Through them, lie tries to 

iive a message Although the setting of the novel is local, the issues raised by Ii rn are of national 

importance. In the 2 1 centur\. no one can talk about progress ignoring and the burning issues 

raised by Adiga. 11 is intention of giving this title to the novel must be to invite the attention to 

the important national issues. The group of characters represents each section of the I nd ian 

societ\ 

Adiga's characters belong to different castes, creeds and economic statLis. He makes 

various characters march as Geofrey Chaucer ho presents a cavalcade of characters in his The 

Prologue to the Canlerbiti-v Tales. in Beliieeii the .'1ssassmaiio17s, One can see, hear and smell 

India's pathos. ironies and nj ustices of I fe. Adiga neatly  segments his stories into a narration 

that spans to seven days narration. This seven days narration represents the seven years of life of 

Kittur between the assassinations of' Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. It gives a true picture of 

India and Kittur plays the role of niiniature of this country. 

The first story is otZiauddin a coolie and a oun Muslim boy, who works ill the 

rai av station. Unkno inglv he comes under the sway of a foreign terrorist Pathan. At last lie 

reall/es ibr horn lie is \\ orking  and so escapes fi'om him File second story is of Abbasi. a 
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Musi ni. lIe is a textile m I 0\\ IICI-  ho kno s how to conceal the illegal attitudes by corruption. 

II is I i\ el Illood sho\\ s hO\\ the  corrupt s stem creates a sLilfocating situation in the country. 

The flrst two stories depict about two Muslims flghting the forces of communalism and 

corruption. The third and fourth stories document the deep caste-based divisions in India. The 

third story of a Dal it bookseller. Xerox Ramakrishna. who takes pride in selling illegally xeroxed 

books at lo rates. As a Dalit, his fathers profession is cleaning the toilets of rich landlords vc ith 

Ii is loincloth. I us fhniilv adversely suffers in the name of caste. When lie is caught selling 

Rushdies Satanic ftrscs the upper caste inspector takes pleasure in breaking his legs . though 

Ramakrishna pleads ignorance of the ban on the book. 

Ramakrishna is not just a pett\ thief. He is the symbol of the oppressed group. His open 

rebellion shos that the Dalit ill no longer take insults lying down. His act ofdefance 

challenges the Indian state that has failed to establish true equality. Adiga underlines the fact that 

unless social attitudes change. no amount of quotas ill lend dignity to the dontrodden. The 

conditions in the jail and the corruption of the police force reflect the sorry state of the criminal 

justice system in India. 

ftc fourth story is about a college student. Shankara Kinni who is the son of a Brahmin 

father and a lower caste mother. i-Io\ ka. He suffers due to the the caste discrimination and so 

bursts a bomb in the class room to avenge those who humiliate him for being half-caste. But 

police arrests Rii an and Shahir All for the bomb blast because they are Muslims. In the present 

condition, only the MLisl iii society is being considered as bomb throwers. 

Ihe fl fth stor\ is about the man. Mr. D' Mel lo. an  orthodox and highly idealistic teacher 

at StA I lonso s School \\ ho  is bitterly d sill usioned h the corruption in the 
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Post-hidependence India and the immoral itv of the oung generation. \'vhen Girish. his I1\ orite 

pLipi I and sole comfort shovs a desire to see pornographic pictures. he dies of a heart attack. The 

old-fashioned DMello starts to hate the school that symbolizes the fall of orthodoxy and the 

chaniing morality ofa nation during the era when the Western ideas are being increasingk' 

mutated. 

The sixth story is of Gururaj Kamath, a famous journalist. One day he realizes that the 

freedom of the press is a myth and it is the fhte of every journalist in this whole world to walk on 

a false earth here the innocent are punished and the gui lt are free. His paper is owned h\ the 

corrupt politicians and the rich men. II is effort to \\ rite  a true history of Kittur is deemed as 

madness and lie loses his oh. 

The present scenario is where ne SpaperS and media are becoming the domain of 

politicians and business-houses. This emergenc\ curbs the freedom of the press and the late 80s 

and earl\ 90s ha e seen the media rcdLICCCi to a hand-maiden of the elite, a process that has 

reached its cuim nation today. The next three stories present moving pictLires of poverty and the 

e er-increasing gap bet\\ een  the haves and the ha\ e-nots. 

[he seventh story of rural migration from the rural areas to the cities and the life in slums 

is seen through the e\ es of the little children of a construction labourer. Soumva and Raju. who 

beg to bu\ drugs for theii' fother. In this stor\ Adiga brings about the awareness of alcohol sm. 

Ilie eighth and ninth stories are about t\\o servants. Ja amma. a Brahmin cook and 

Georgel)' ou/a. a catholic dri er respectively, who sho\\ the  subtle harriers that separate the 

master and the servant, the rich and the poor. Adiga explores the psychology of the master-

ser\ ant relationship and re eals ho\\ poverty  becomes a hurdle to their development. 
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ihe tenth tale is of Ratnakara Shettv a struggling lower middle-class salesman \ ho helps 

a \ oung man to fight Al DS. reflects the poer of one man's compassion against the backdrop of 

the enormous social stigma and ignorance attached to the disease, at a time ' hen India came to 

terms \ ith the Al DS epidemic. This episode takes place against the larger backdrop of moral. 

social and political degradation in the countr\ 

[he eleventh story is about the beauti 'ui forest of Bajpe. the forest area of Kittur is 

niercilessl\ destro\ ed. It is the 5\ mbol of the massi\ e deforestation, being done h) greed) multi-

nut otia I corporations and land developers, creating a monstrous of' pollution. This is the cause 

for the change in eather condition. lIence this deforestation is a dangerous threat to India. 

I lie last stor\ in the novel l3ciuct'ii 1/ic -1 usiiaHo,is (200) is a story of the old 

coni iii un st. \ lu 'al , It is about ho\\ Marx  sm. idealism and all other political ideologies have 

fii led to 1,1111111 the less-pri\ i leged in India. These 5) stems are either hopelessk outdated or 

I Ilipracticu I or completeR corrupt. Kittur is portrayed as a replica of' India. As such. these 

interl inked stories are a replica of contemporar\ India. Thus, this noel encapsulates the painf'ul 

Ii Ic of' this community. 

:\diga's next \ ork is Luxi liwi iii 1/ic loner (2011) focuses the life of' Mumhai city. It 

portru\ s the struggle that the Indian middle class f'aces. The world moves fast and the growth of 

the nat ions is al ued in terms of econom\ . trade. science and political power. But for a short time 

econom leaf development the social, en ltui'al. moral and spiritual values are being ruined. 

In \lumhai. propert\ development is a serious business According to the real estate 

O\\ ners. land  is more expensive than h uman Ii fe. Lut 11017 In 1ntcr presents various horrible 

dimensions in the field of real estate and also shows ho lands are being grabbed illegally f'rom 

the land ners ithout their permission. [Ii is horrible thought is vividly presented in no eI Luxi 
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10/7 in 701/('r. [he riter sho\\ s hov  the neiehhours turn i ito rUthless, murderous mob for the 

SUI\e of mone\. 

Lust .11all in h)oe/' has nianv characters. It is a story about Visharam society all old 

residential apartment in Munihai near SantacrLiz airport, hich is about to he brought down by 

\ Ii'. Darmendra Shah for a ne construction. I-fe ants to demolish the old building Visharam 

societ\ and construct a new sky scraper. To ' acate the old building. Shah ofbrs life-changing 

sums of' mone\ to sli i It the residents. Most people are read) to accept. but very few refuse. 

Pressure slo ft builds on the resisters to accept. Finally all are compromised except the 

one man. the retired. teacher Yogesh Moorth\ kno n as Masterj i ho rejects the huge aniount 

and does not accept to acate his house. He sticks on to his past memories of' his wife. Due to 

this resistance. Masterj i's neighbours and friends become his enemies. and turn as conspirators. 

'I he feel Masterj i is a hurdle to get the huge amount of mone\ fi'om Darmendra Shah. A few 

from the \/ isharam society plan to kill him. At last. neighbours kill him ruthlessly. Thus, the 

book moves around the greed of' neighbours and the conviction of' Masterj as well as Mi'. Shah. 

[he ending is tragic. in olving blood, death and extremities of' human emotions. 

[his Visharam societ\ is considered as a miniature of India and it is assumed that the 

counti' a! lo s citizens from all the religions only to live peacef'uf lv. But the miscreant 

Darmendra Sha shatters the unity of the Visharam society for his individual gain. It is not only 

the cheap housing society that is being demolished bLit the values of India that are disintegrating. 

[he novel brings out the old and the new voices of Indian values. This is all 

emotional stor\ that perfectly picturizes the di lemma of the old and modem views of' India. The 

t o chief' characters Dharmendra Shaw and Masterj i play a vital 'ole. Darmendra Shaw 
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represents the modern lid Ia in trans ition and de\ elopment and Masterji symbolizes the values of 

the old India. 

The death of Masterj i s mhol izes the death of \ alues. ['he pathetic man Masterji thinks 

the orld and its people to be cood. But lie lices his end in the brutal hands of the ne India that 

is more materialistic and thinks in terms of personal development. Masterji v ho stands For the 

old tuih is the only hindrance that stands between the rapidly developing modern India. 

Darmendra Shah selects the horrible vav of violence to achieve his goal. Persons like 

Darmendra Sha never think about the plights of others hi Ic implenienting their views and 

agendas. They make the city their own. They have their own culture and \\ays  to live in the city. 

lhe have no remorse for the wrongs committed by them. 

travind Adiga. in his attempt at tction \ riting. seems favourably inclined and 

sympathetic to\\ ards  the neglected classes of India. The narrative throws ample light on the 

plight of the poor and the middle class in India honi Adiga considers as subaltern. The are 

economically exploited. sociall\ condemned. medically neglected, and educationally ignored. 

These vanishing sons of this soil struggle to keep their body and the soul together. 

Most villagers are like bonded labourers of the landlords who take advantage of their 

poverty and ignorance. They are subalterns in the true sense of the word. India's economic 

success has failed to deliver enough to the country's poor. Neeru Tandon in the article 

Unadorned portrait' of India by Aravind Adiga" quotes the v ords of Michael Porti I lo ho 

says: 

It changed my view of certain things like hat is the real India and what is the 

nature of po ertv ... hat set this one apart was its originalit . For many of us 

this \ as entirely ie territor\ the dark side of India ... It's a hook that gains 
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from dealme v ith \ er\ important social issues the div iSlOilS between rich and 

poor and the i mpossi hi I itv of the poor escaping from their lot in India. (95) 

The last t\\o Booker Prize winners Kiran Desai and Aravind Adiga from India portray the 

Indian society mainly as poverty-stricken. Moreover, illiteracy. unemployment, impacts of 

cultural conflicts, traditional values, customs. practices and multiplicity of languages. religions. 

faiths constitute the very structure of the Indian society. 

Adiga feels sorry for the status of the Indians. All the suffering groups of people are 

under the hegemonic or the dominating groups. No one has the courage to raise the voice against 

them. Adiga stresses on the motto that, to break this bondage and Ii l'e of slavery, the suppressed 

people must have courage to revolt against dominating groups. M.S. Wankhede quotes the words 

of A nihedkar in the article Arav md Adiga's The 11 'h/fe Tiger: A I-I istography of Indian Culture 

and Societ\ '' v ho sa s that ''revolt and rebellion against the Establish order is a natural part of 

the histor\ of the poor in all countries ol'the orld" (136). Adiga gives an avakening call 

throLigh his ritings to revolt against this i mnioral society. 

Adiga has done an achievement \\ ith  his unusual voice and unsparing vision of India, 

that one maN prefer to ignore. Unequal distribution of ealth characterizes not only India, bLit in 

the hole orld that gives a poignant life to the people. N.Sharadha Iyer quotes the words of 

Carlyle and Goldsmiths in the article "Aravind Adiga: The White Tiger - Another Slumdog 

Vli II ionairc" thc\ coninient England is not one nation bLit two-the haves and have-nots" (1 86) 

and Ihe rich men rule the kM. the la\\ grinds  the poor (I 86) respectively. It is exactly a true 

statement. I he rich and ro al groups frame the la\\ s according  to their convenience. It crushes 

the life of the poor. 
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Aravind Adiga's interpretation seems to he an echo of the words of the honorable former 

scientist and scholarly President of India. Mr. A . P .J. Abdul Kalam. Gulrez Roshan Rahman 

quotes the words of Mr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in his article A Reading ofAravind Adiga's The 

H 'h/ic Tiger". who sa\ s "We, therefore. have a dream. Our dream is that both our houses of 

parliament would adopt a resolution for the second vision ofa great nation: India will transform 

into a developed nation before the year 2020 .A billion people are our resource for this national 

transformation (227). Adiga also asks the readers to find the resolution to build the great nation. 

l'hus Adiga carves his views in the form of novels. 

Ibis thesis is a study of the miserable social issues in Adiga's works The While tiger, 

I3eiueeii the ,1.sciinitio;i.s and Last niaii in loner. The first chapter entitled "Introduction' 

records the emergence of Indian fiction and the first generation of Indian writers in English. It 

also revie\\ s the  \ orks of the contemporary riters like Salman Rusd ie. .Jumpa Lahiri. Sashi 

Deshpande. Shoha Dc, Vera Seth. Anita Desai and Kiran Desai. This chapter describes Adiga's 

Ii f. s oiLs and summarizes the novels The H 77i1e Tiger. Between the Assa.s,sinatioii and Last iIan 

in loner \\ hich  reflects the social issues of India such as poverty. corruption, caste and cultural 

conflicts. Ihe lareer canvas of the novels discusses the dark pictures of India. Adiga highlights 

the brutal n ustices of society and the great divide. 

The second chapter entitled "Poverty: An Incurable Disease?" deals with poverty. Adiga 

paints the picture of PO\ el-tN and its dreadful consequences clearly through his characters. 

Po\ ert\ perishes the life of the down trodden in India. He draws attention to the misery and the 

' ear\ Ii f'e of the poor in village as elI as in the city. I-I is protagonist Balrarn undergoes 

unbearable pain and sufferings due to poverty. Poverty changes him to a murderer. In The White 

Tiger. Nalram ki I Is his master Ashok and loots his money. Poyert turns a rustic man into a 
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niurderer. Ihus, Adiga not only brings out the ill effects of poverty hut also gives warning to the 

hegenion in I O\\ er. 

Ihe third chapter entitled "Corruption: A Crime against liumanity" mainly focuses on 

corruption. Aravind Adiga feels disgusted against corruption which still exists in certain areas 

l ike  politics. la and order. educational S\ stem and government hospitals. Adiga presents vividly 

lio\\ the  corrupt-minded people and criminals get themselves involved in corruption to escape 

1m111 the crimes. Corruptions act as a catalyst to develop crimes. hich are not punishable. Adiga 

sa\ s corruption is one of the serious social issues in India Ii ich deterloratesj ustice and law 

I he lourth chapter entitled "Culture and Religious conflicts: An Irremediable one?" 

presents India's caste system, religious con Ii icts, influence of western culture and its adverse 

el'fects on the degradation of India's culture and identity. Indians should be proud of its culture. 

13u1 in India. people do not respect each other. Indians have low feeling on one another. So 

people don't like each others cultural backgrounds or their history. 

I ndians ha'c to he proud to he an Indian. No other country has so strong a population 

brought together di Ilerent races, colour. 'el igion or castes. Still India's back hone is strong  

because of unit\, Adiga says Indian culture should he saved. He satires the caste system of' India. 

I he caste s stem results in communal riots \ hich destroys the communal harmony and national 

Integration. 

Ihe Ii f'th chapter is the "Conclusion" and it is the summation of the previous chapters. It 

also anal\ ses llo\\ the  societ su f'I'ers with the social issues like poverty, corruption. and culture 

and religious conflicts 'a hich refor to the dark sights of India. It also suggests the solutions to 

eradicate these iii iserahle social issues. 



Thus Adiga has successfully portrayed the different images of India. He tries to give it 

through a literary voice. Krishna Singh quotes Adiga's personal opinion in his article Aravind 

Adiga's 171L' J[hiie Tiger: A Tale of I\\o Indias" that 

At a time when India is going through great changes and. with China, is 

likely to inherit the world from the West, it is important that writers like 

me try to highlight the brutal injustices of society . . . criticism by writers 

like Flauhert. Baizac and Dickens in the 
19th 

 century helped England and 

France to become better societies. That's why I am trying to do—it's not an 

attack on the country, it's about the greater process of self-examination. 

(16) 

Ilence. all the three works of Adiga's are moving and are the eye openers of Indian 

society. Adiga's work portrays the two sides of India: 'The India of Light and thy India of 

Darkness'. The main objective of this project is to record the thoughts of Adiga on the miserable 

social issues. This thesis will provide deeper insights ofAdiga's works and views. 


