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Funding hiked, social science
research to get major push

ICSSR To Back BOOST TO STUDIES

~ StudiesOn
Trlbals Women

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

. New Delhi: The Indian Coun-

' ¢il of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) is set to significantly
bolster social scienceresearch
. in India through expanded
funding and inclusivity.

With a projected budget of
%235 crore for the current fi-
nancial year (excluding UG
and PG research projects),
" ICSSR planstosupportstudies
focused on vulnerable indige-
nous tribes, women-led re-
search initiatives, and college
and unijversity student-led
projects. The selected projects
are expected to be announced
by January next year.

Under the Centre’s new di-
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rective, ICSSR will take a mul-
ti-pronged approach, includ-
ing research on Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs)inIndia,longitudinal
studies, and projects specifi-
cally for women scholars. The
PVTGstudies, scheduled tobe-
gin early next year, aim to cre-

ate a detailed database to in-
form research and policy and
to document the social, cultur-
al, and environmental practic-
es unique to these communi-
ties. This initiative will also in-
vestigate the economic and so-
cial vulnerabilities faced by
PVTGs.

According to ICSSR mem-
ber secretary professor Dha-
nanjay Singh, the research
will prioritise understanding
the cultural practices, sustain-
able living techniques, and cli-
mate adaptation strategies of
these communities, which
hold insights relevant to mod-
ern challenges like equity, so-
cial harmony, and environ-'
mental sustainability “This
study will help us not only to
preserve their rich heritage
but also to learn from it,”
Singh remarked.

ICSSR’s focus on PVTGs
reflects a growing governmen-
tal interest in data collection
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on marginalised groups. The '

research, open to faculty and
researchers across India—es-
pecially those near tribal pop-

ulations in states like Odisha-

—will include surveys, inter-
views, and case studies to de-
velop comprehensive datasets,
which are at presentlacking.

Full report on wwwitoi.in
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