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INTRODUCTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Street child is a term for children experiencing homelessness who live on the streets of a city. A Street child is a minor for whom the street (in the wide sense of the word, including un-occupied dwelling, waste land etc.,) has become his habitual abode and who is without adequate protection. They can be found in a large majority of the world's cities, with the phenomenon more prevalent in densely populated urban hubs of developing or economically unstable regions, such as countries in Africa, Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia.  According to the Report from the Consortium for Street Children, a United Kingdom-based consortium of related non-governmental organizations (NGOs), UNICEF estimated that 100 million children were growing up on urban streets around the world. Fourteen years later, in 2002, UNICEF similarly reported, ‘The latest estimates put the numbers of these children as high as 100 million’. More recently the organization added, ‘The exact number of street children is impossible to quantify, but the figure almost certainly runs into tens of millions across the world. It is likely that the numbers are increasing’. The 100 million figure is still commonly cited for street children, but has no basis in fact. Similarly, it is debatable whether numbers of street children are growing globally, or whether it is the awareness of street children within societies that has grown.
The operational categories of street children given by UNICEF;
· Children on the Street: Forming the largest category, these are children who have homes, and most return to their families at the end of the day.
· Children of the Street: These children choose the street as their home and it is there that they seek shelter, livelihood, and companionship. They have occasional contacts with their families.
· Abandoned Children: These children have severed all ties with their families. They are entirely on their own, not only for material survival but also psychologically.
The causes of the phenomenon are varied, but are often related to domestic, economic, or social disruption; including, but not limited to, poverty, breakdown of homes and/or families, political unrest, acculturation, sexual, physical or emotional abuse, domestic violence, lured away by pimps or internet predators, mental health problems, substance abuse, and sexual orientation or gender identity issues. Children may end up on the streets due to cultural factors. For example, some children in parts of Congo and Uganda are made to leave their family because they are suspected to be witches who bring bad luck upon their family. In Afghanistan, young girls who perform ‘honour crimes’ that shame their family and/or cultural practices—like adultery or who refuse an arranged marriage—may be forced to leave their homes. Children may also end up on the streets due to religious factors. For example, some children in the far northern parts of Nigeria are forced to leave their homes by indenturing under a mallam in order to understand the teachings of the Holy Quran. During the period of indenture, these children are forced to the streets in search for their daily livelihoods through alms begging. These children are also in most circumstances compelled to make returns from their daily proceeds to the mallam and failure to do so means severe punishment. 
Street Children in India
A street child in India is someone ‘for whom the street has become his or her habitual abode and/or source of livelihood; and who is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by responsible adults’.  It is estimated that more than 400,000 street children in India exist. Mainly because of family conflict, they come to live on the streets and take on the full responsibilities of caring for themselves, including working to provide for and protecting themselves. Though street children do sometimes band together for greater security, they are often exploited by employers and the police. Their much vulnerability requires specific legislation and attention from the government and other organizations to improve their condition. Mark W. Lusk, a prominent researcher of street children, developed four categories of children on the street from his research: children who work on the street but return to their families at night; children who work on the street but whose family ties are dwindling; children who live and work with their families on the street and children who work and live on their own on the street.  The term “street child” has come to refer only to the last group. It is important to distinguish the group of children that live on their own on the streets because their lives vary greatly from those of children who simply work on the streets; they thus have different needs and require targeted attention. While 18 million children work on the streets of India, it is estimated that only 5-20 percent of them are truly homeless and disconnected from their families. Because the street children in India have unique vulnerabilities - the amount of time they spend on the street, their livelihood depending on the street, and their lack of protection and care from adults - they are a subgroup of the Indian population that deserve specific attention in order to ensure that their needs are known.  As the most vulnerable group of children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. 
A government study has found that a vast majority of street children face sexual abuse in India, which is home to the world's largest number of destitute children. According to a study conducted by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, the overall incidence of physical abuse among street children was 66.8 per cent. The majority of the street children facing physical abuse are in the age group of 5-12 years. Around 55 per cent of the street children reported having undergone sexual abuse, it said. The study covered 13 states -- Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal with a sample size of 12,447 children. These included children in family environment, those attending schools, those in institutional care and street children. Out of these, 2,317 children (18.6 per cent) were street children. Estimates by international agencies put the number of street children in India at 18 million, which is the largest in the world. The women and child development ministry has recently introduced a centrally-sponsored scheme, namely Integrated Child Protection Scheme, for such children. It is also implementing another scheme called 'An Integrated Programme for Street Children' for the welfare and rehabilitation of street children. (Times of India, 14/1/10) 
Characteristics
Number: There is currently no official statistic of the number of street children in India. The primary reason for this is that it is difficult to obtain accurate data about them because of their floating character. Street children usually have no proof of identification and move often. Of the 50,000 people in India that are officially reported as leaving home annually, 45 percent are fewer than 16; this number, though, is likely very low. Various studies have formulated estimates of certain cities. In the late 1980s, for instance, it was estimated that there were at least 100,000 street children in both Kolkata and Bombay. Overall, estimates for the total number of street children in India range from 400,000-800,000. 
Age: Because it is difficult to obtain precise and accurate statistics about street children, information about their ages is approximate. Most of the street children in India are over 6, and the majority is over 8. The mean age of street children in a National Institute of Urban Affairs study in 1989 was 13 years. Another study in 1989 by UNICEF found that 72 percent of the street children studied were ages 6–12 and 13 percent were under 6 years of age.
Gender: The majority of street children in India are boys with little or no education. 
Economic Activity
Work: As street children must provide for themselves, work is a very important aspect of their lives. Unfortunately, working conditions for street children are often very poor because they are confined to working in the informal sector, which is unregulated by the government. In Bombay, 50,000 children are illegally employed by 11,750 hotels, restaurants, canteens, tea shops, and eating places. Because of street children’s lack of protection from a family and the law, employers often exploit them, making them virtual prisoners, sometimes withholding pay, and abusing them.  Employers that would not mistreat the children often will not hire them because they are seen as too great of a risk. Because of the low pay from employers, street children in India often choose to be self-employed or work multiple jobs. In fact, the majority of them are self-employed. One of the most common economic activities done by the children is scavenging for recyclable materials, such as plastic, paper, and metal.  Other jobs include cleaning cars; petty vending, selling small items such as balloons or sweets; selling newspapers or flowers; begging; shining shoes; working in small hotels; working on construction sites; and working in roadside stalls or repair shops. Street children, especially the older children, are also sometimes engaged in activities such as stealing, pick-pocketing, drug-peddling, and prostitution, though this is a small proportion. Most of the street children work 8–10 hours total each day in their various economic activities. 
Spend: The earnings of street children fluctuate greatly, but they usually only make enough for subsistence. Most street children in India earn between 200 ($4.00) and 830 rupees a month, with older children making more than younger children. Self-employed children also typically make more than children who are employed under an employer. The largest expense in a street child’s budget is food, which often costs 5-10 rupees a day. In order to cut down on food expenses, many children drink tea to dull hunger. The money street children earn that is not spent on food is usually quickly spent on other things because older children and police frequently steal their money. This lack of ability to save causes severe financial insecurity. While children occasionally send some of their earnings home to their families, they spend most of their extra money on entertainment. Many street children spend 300 rupees a month on movies, though older children also use their money to buy cigarettes, chewing tobacco, alcohol, and drugs. Street children often spend very little on clothing because their employers often provide clothes for work or their families occasionally give them clothes if they know where they are living. Also, the boys among them do not bother wandering fully or partially naked in public because it adds to the people’s sympathy for them. 
Education: The education of street children in India is very poor and often nonexistent. A study of street children in Bombay in 1989 found that 54.5 percent had never been enrolled in school and 66 percent of the children were illiterate. A 2004 study of street children in Bombay revealed that circumstances were largely the same: 60 percent of the children had never attended school and approximately two-thirds were illiterate. Thirty percent had been to elementary school, while only 10 percent had been to middle or high school.  In fact, many children in the 2004 study said that one of the reasons they ran away from home is because they did not want to be forced to work and unable to attend school. Obviously, however, the demands of living alone make it very unlikely that they will be able to obtain education through leaving.
Relationships and coping: The street children in India are especially vulnerable among low-income children because they do not have the support structures that other children normally have, namely families and the psychological and monetary support they offer. Thus, street children adopt strategies to cope with the harsh realities of their lives. For many, these strategies include developing a tough exterior and strong independence to hide their vulnerability. They live in survival-mode, constantly having to be aware of their surroundings and fight for their safety. These circumstances lead children to engage in behaviours that children in families typically do not, such as creating a new identity, using aggression frequently, and valuing relationships based on what can be gained from them. While the majority of street children in India have been found to use positive coping mechanisms to deal with the stress of their lives, some choose maladaptive strategies, such as drinking alcohol, using drugs, and visiting prostitutes.  Fortunately, street children are not entirely on their own. Many form groups with other street children to protect themselves. These groups normally have a leader and specific territory; unfortunately, though these groups bring safety to most, younger children are sometimes used by the leader to steal or do other illegal activities. Among the most important deprivations faced by street children is the lack of a protective and guiding adult, but some street children manage to find individuals to fulfill this role. Though most live on their own or with friends, some streets children form connections with families that live on the streets or in slums and see these families as their substitute families. Many of these children find a “mother-figure” that cares for them when they are ill and is interested in their well-being. 
Health and Nutrition: Street children in India face additional vulnerability because of their lack of access to nutritious food, sanitation, and medical care. Street children lack access to nutritious food because many are dependent on leftovers from small restaurants or hotels, food stalls, or garbage bins. In a study of street children in Bombay in 1990, 62.5 percent of the children obtained food from hotels.  Lack of sanitation in bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to poor health. In the same study of street children in Bombay, 29.6 percent of children reported bathing in the sea and 11.5 percent reported bathing in pipes, wells, or canals. Open air bathing of street children is in fact a very common sight in all parts of India. These children have to put their naked bodies on display for a very long time before, during and after bathing. As a result they develop hardly any sense of modesty. They as well as the onlookers have a casual approach to this phenomenon. Street children also lack restroom facilities, demonstrated by the fact that 26.4 percent of the children used the roadside or railway line for their toilet. For water, the children reported asking restaurants or hotels for water (69.1 percent) or using pipes and water taps (15.6 percent).  Most of the street children in India also lack access to medical care, which is especially detrimental during times of illness or injury. The study of street children in Bombay found that 34.9 percent had an injury and 18.9 percent had a fever in the past three months. Only about a third of the children received any help with their illness or injury, though some were able to receive help at a government clinic. Other studies have found that many illnesses are very prevalent among street children. 
Abuse: Street children in India are frequently exposed to abuse and extortion. Because they have no social status and no adults to protect them, street children identify being physically threatened and intimidated by adults as the one factor that contributes most to the misery of living on the streets. The primary cause for this treatment is the views that the police and general public hold toward them: most scorn them and react to them with hostility. Abuse by the Indian police is often reported by street children. Many street children have reported that police will beat them in order to coerce them into giving them a “cut” for working in certain areas. Police often arrest street children under the Vagrancy Act, and, having no formal way to appeal their arrest, the children must bribe or work at the police station until their “debt” has been paid. Under a government-sponsored programme called “Operation Beggar,” street children in Bombay were rounded up and given into what was essentially indebted servitude. Many factors contribute to the police abuse of street children, including the police perceptions of the children, widespread corruption, a culture of police violence, the inadequacy and non-implementation of legal safeguards, and the level of impunity that the police enjoy. Though the Juvenile Justice Act, which applies to all the states and Union Territories in India except Jammu and Kashmir, prohibits detaining neglected or delinquent juveniles in police lock-ups or jails, it is rarely enforced. One study that looked at the abuse of street children in Jaipur City, India in 2009 provided new insight into the abuse that street children in India suffer by studying the types and prevalence of abuse and how these things were related to other factors. The street children in the study reported all five types of abuse: general abuse and neglect, health abuse, verbal abuse, physical abuse, psychological abuse, and sexual abuse. Verbal and psychological abuses were reported the most. Older children and children with higher incomes were abused more than younger children and children with lower incomes, respectively. 
Government Involvement: India has set in place various forms of public policy concerning street children over the past two decades, but they have largely been ineffective. Prior to 1993, the “Official Vocabulary” of post-independence India did not contain the term “street child,” and street children were only helped because they were grouped with other children that worked on the streets. For instance, the Coordination Committee for Vulnerable Children worked to give identity cards to children working on the streets in order to help protect them from police violence. In the early 1990s, facing pressure from non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the Indian government created the “Scheme for Assistance to Street Children,” which launched in February 1993. Since their entrance into the policy arena and the Scheme was set in place, street children have been included in some other policies and programmes as well. The Indian Council of Child Welfare has included street children in their programmes, and in the 8th Five Year Plan a scheme for children in 6 metropolitan cities was set in place. The Ministry of Labour has also included street children in their livelihood training programmes, though this has been met with minimal success because many street children do not have the education necessary to participate in the programmes. 
The Problems of Street Children
Street children have a greater burden than other poor children who are supervised by adults. Their problems could be grouped into three classes: social, physical, and psychological.
Social Problems
Poverty and illiteracy: They lack basic resources to sustain a healthy living. They usually have no financial means to buy food, which is crucial for their development. Street children cannot afford to go to school unless supported by non- formal services provided by NGOs, etc. Even where schools are free, many children cannot afford to buy uniforms, shoes and books. Since they live in places where they are not adequately protected from the environment, they rarely have access to facilities that they need for hygiene and sanitation, such as toilets and clean and safe water supply. They are, therefore, more vulnerable to health problems resulting from poor sanitation.
Discrimination and Lack of Accessible Resources: When civic authorities plan towns, cities, etc. street children’s plight tends to be excluded from the planning process resulting in their not having facilities to get medical, educational, recreational and vocational resources. They face problems such as lack of vaccinations; poor health, illiteracy, and they cannot acquire skills needed for finding jobs.
Violent Environment: The Street is an unprotected environment and street children are exploited frequently. In some places, street children may even face the possibility of physical injuries or death from violence. Common sources of violence are: the police, gangs, drug peddlers, pimps, other street children, families and sexual partners.
Stigmatization: Society usually perceives street children as difficult children who are out there to cause trouble. In general, the public thinks that street children are uncontrollable and violent, have substance use problems, have no morals, have lost all the ability to feel emotions such as love and that they turn into terrorists and revolutionaries. They tend to be unsympathetic to the street children’s plight. This negative attitude may be a result of the society’s inability to care for its people.
Physical Problems
Lack of Adequate Nutrition: As street children do not get enough to eat, they are malnourished, anemic and suffer from vitamin deficiencies.
Injuries: Injuries may be caused intentionally (including injuring self while intoxicated or when depressed) and unintentionally, e.g. due to use of tools which have been designed for adults. The rate of injuries is usually higher for male than for female street children.
Sexual and Reproductive Health Problems: Sexual and reproductive health problems affect both girls and boys. However, street girls are more vulnerable to physical and sexual abuse and exploitation. Common sexual and reproductive health problems include sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS and unwanted pregnancies.
Common diseases: Street children experience many common diseases such as tuberculosis; skin diseases, dental problems and parasitic diseases which can be prevented easily if these children have enough resources and their basic needs are met.
Psychological Problems
A Stressful Past: Many situations and events that pushed these children onto the street in the first place (like natural disasters, manmade disasters, exploitation and conflicts) may have a lasting impact on their well-being. For example, the family conflict that pushed the child onto the streets continues to deprive the child of emotional and material support for years afterwards.
A Transitory Lifestyle: Street children in some large cities move frequently from district to district or between cities. Sometimes they do this by choice, but at other times they are forced to move to hide from the police, welfare authorities, gangs, and drug peddlers. This type of lifestyle leads to problems of social isolation and loneliness and difficulties in developing emotional attachments to special individual
Mental Health: The stress that street children experience makes them vulnerable to emotional problems, psychiatric disorders and learning difficulties. They do not receive adequate care for these conditions.
Substance Use: Many street children are involved in harmful use of psychoactive substances. This can lead to overdose, increase the chance of accidents, violence, unwanted pregnancy and unprotected sex. Over time, the continued use of substances can lead to complications such as brain and liver damage.
Need for the Study
[bookmark: 25]The street children problem is a serious problem at national and state level. They have many issues, and there is a need for greater concern for these people. The present study is an attempt in this direction, which will help understand the socio-economic characteristics of the street children. Publications in both academic and welfare literature have emphasized the sheer scale of the worldwide problem of street children but not able to explain fully the root causes of this phenomenon. There is a need to make in-depth study on street children, as they are the most vulnerable group even among child labour category. There are many researchers, officials and social workers who work directly with disadvantaged children in urban areas. There have also been many studies and reports on this issue with various purposes and methods. Based on these existing works and studies, the researcher would like to analyze the socio-economic status and problems of street children further with a special attention on the dynamic implications of Indian economic growth. The present study summarizes the identified characteristics of street children in selected area of Coimbatore city, and it also documents the dire consequences of street children’s health and development. The present study fulfils the gap in literature as it forms the area in specific study. The study provides an overview of the major forces and social factors that impact the lives of street children. They need to be studied in respect of the family background, parental status, education, health, nature of work, earning, day to day physical and psychological problems encountered by them. This particular part of the study will provide a precise and comprehensive picture of street children in selected area of Coimbatore city. 
Objectives of the study 
· To examine the socio-economic, profile of street children in the city of Coimbatore
· To identify the reasons why children are living in the street
· To study the working conditions and health hazardous of the children
· To explore the rehabilitation status among the children
· To identify harassment and problems faced by the children
· To examine the future aspirations among the children. 
Hypothesis of the study
· There is no significant association between working status with gender of the street children
· Domestic problems and economic conditions affects the children’s education level
· Lack of parental care and family problems have impact on the children living in the street 
· Harassment and domestic problems are the major hurdles faced by the street children
· Opinion on the care of rehabilitation centre was not favourable among the children
· Rehabilitation center was not effective in carrying for the street children. 

The findings of the study will be of significance to government officials and policy makers to formulate strategies to improve the living conditions of children processes through better services and thereby improving their poor economic situations. Further, this study aims to find out the potential problem faced by the children while they are in the street and take actions to overcome them and improve the standard of living of the children.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Francise Remington (1993) stated that over 120 million children live in the cities and town of South Asia. Denied by their rights, enshrined in the CRC and deprived of basic services, many of them suffer extremely from exploitative and violent conditions. Growing up in crowded slums and shanties, competing with adults for their share of crumbling urban services and leaving school early in order to help their families and themselves, to fight the pressure of extreme poverty, these children have become victims of the urban cash economy and its individualism. Many of these children spend a significant part of their time away from home and school, and many are engaged on the street and marketplaces without support or protection. 
Mia (1990) in his study highlighted the problems of street and working children in Bangladesh. He says that in 1990 there were 1.8 million children in the age group of 15-18 years, and it would increase to three million by the year 2000 constituting sixty-four per cent of the urban poor. The Bangladesh government has ratified the UN Convention on the rights of the Children, and has adopted a ‘National Plan Action Addressed to Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances.’ The Underprivileged Children’s Education Programmes (UCEP) runs special schools providing formal and vocational education for children. He stressed the need to develop a link between schools of social work and the NGO network.
Irene (1992) examined the problem of street children in urban India is a very complex and acute, and therefore calls for immediate, suitable and feasible policy action to bring these children back into the normal system. Very little work has been done exclusively on the problems and situation of the street children in our country covering all the aforesaid aspects in its holistic perspective. The study it is hoped would be of help to planners, administrators and policy makers in providing them with sufficient knowledge and information about the street children and in carving out suitable schemes and programmes not only for welfare and rehabilitation of these children but also for possible and feasible preventive to contain the problem. 

Reddy (1992) conducted a survey in Bangalore city in India. He pointed out that Bangalore had about 45,000 street children and out of them approximately 25,000 were said to be homeless. The phenomenal increase in the economically marginalized migrant population from rural to the city, in recent times, has led to this type of situation. Railway station and bus stand are the places, which provide them with night shelter. They get daily wages jobs or contract jobs, for first few days. However, they are soon disillusioned. Their hopes and aspirations are spattered but the crudity of society which chooses to ignore their plight is pitiable. In cities, these children are seen at places such as airport, railway stations, bus stands, markets, shopping areas and also in residential areas. Street children are deprived of the basic needs as shelter, nutrition, medical care, education, recreation, and immunization, and they have no access to water, bathing facilities or toilets. Almost all these children suffer from scabies, chronic dysentery, lung, ear, and nose and throat infections. A large number of them are anemic and are malnourished.
Remington (1993) identified that the number of “Street Children” in India and Nepal is increasing at an alarming at an alarming rate because of urbanization. Each year an estimated 150,000 young Nepalese girls are sold as prostitutes in India where the number of working children under age 14 has grown from 13.59 to 18.17 million during 1981-90. Indeed, these figures may be unrealistically low. NGOs try to persuade parents that the education of their children is more beneficial for families in the long-tem than putting the children out to work. The children comes to school in various stages, but they find acceptance there if fun is incorporated into school time, and teachers assure the children of their worth and act as important role models for them. It is hard to find teachers trained in non-formal education to work for the minimal salaries NGOs can offer. Funding is a special problem, since government’s trend to ignore these children, but international donations could provide much needed learning materials and teacher training. Government must realize that it is less expensive to meet the current needs of these children than to incur the long-term cost of harbouring millions of ignorant young people.   
Nigam (1994) observed that in India, 90% of street children are working children with regular family ties, but they are on the street due to poverty and their parent’s unemployment. The remaining 10% are either working children with few family ties who view the streets as their homes or abandoned and neglected children with no family ties. The national policy for children established in 1974 emphasizes the provision of equal opportunities for the development to all children during their growing years. Policy stresses programs to maintain, and train destitute children and orphans.
Aptekar (1994) in his article reviews the literature on street children and points out why there are street children in certain cultures and not in others. The reasons for their existence are related to poverty, abuse, and modernizing factors. Street children are defined and distinguished from working and refugee children. Details about the family structure of street children and how the children cope and their levels of psychological functioning are discussed. The article gives reason for why the children are treated with such violence and gives attention to methodological research problems that include the children’s ability to distort information, the researcher’s capacity to under – or overestimate the children’s emotional condition, distortions of facts by the press and international organizations, and general cross-culture research issues.
Rane and Shroff (1994) based on the UNICEF sponsored research studies in seven major cities on their practical experiences of working street children, in their paper and presented a profile of street children in terms of age, sex family background, living and working conditions and health conditions. The major problems encountered by street children in India include harassment by the municipal authorities and the police, exploitation by employers, and a general lack of recreation facilities. A UNICEF study found that almost 40,000 children die every day in developing countries, 25% of whom are in India. Studies in some major cities indicate that the street children in India are of moderate health status, suffering from various chronic diseases and undernourishment. They are deprived of all health programs, but seem to prefer government hospitals in case of dire need. Almost 97% in Calcutta, 99% Bangalore, and 90% in madras reported having no access to toilet and bathing facilities, 83% in Kanpur, however, had access to such facilities.     
Parents also play a vital role in child behaviour. Prolonged breaks or conflict {in the mother-child] during the first three years of life leave characteristic impression on the child personality, notes Desai (1995). As per his observations while dealing with child behaviour, clinically, such children appear emotionally withdrawn and isolated.  They fail to develop individualities with other children or with adults, and consequently have no relationships worth the name.  There is a specific connection between prolonged deprivation in the early years and the development of an affectionless psychopathic character given to persistent delinquent conduct which is extremely difficult to treat.
Irene and Mark (1995) presented an overview of the situation of street children and youth in urban Latin America. Findings from numerous studies throughout the region including original studied by the authors, are synthesized. The authors suggest that economic factors underline the marginalization of vast numbers of Latin American children. The results are the exclusion of many of the regions children from meaningful participation in society and its institutions.   
Suda (1997) observed that poverty, rapid urbanization, population growth, family instability and the declining role of the extended family system are among the key factors responsible for the prevalence of child abuse and neglect in Nairobi.  In this state of flux, cases of children who have been battered, abandoned, abused and neglected by their families or displaced as a result of armed conflict in the region have increased at an astounding pace over the past several years.  One out of every three children from poor urban families in Kenya is regularly battered or subjected to other forms of maltreatment by parents or other family members, the public and the authorities.  Basically, there are two levels of abuse, and neglect.  There is abuse and neglect which children experience at home and which drives them on to the streets.  There is also abuse and neglect which street children endure while on the streets.
Guruswamy (1997) experiences that forces of modernization, including those of industrialization and urbanization, coupled with the conditions of poverty have adversely affected family life. Marital disharmony, separation or divorce, family tensions, death of parents, ill treatment by step parents, mortgaging of children as bonded labourers are some of the conditions that bring a large number of children on the streets. Among them there may be different types who spend their time on the pavements and street only returning home for the night, or may be others whose parents have no commitment towards them. So, they stay on the street not only during day time but often during the night and only occasionally they stay with their parents; and further, there is a more vulnerable group consisting of abandoned and neglected children who work, sleep and live fully on the street or pavements of cities. The stories of their brutal exploitation and inhuman treatment, and the conditions in which they live put any civilized society to shame. 
 Scanlon (1998) states that millions of children throughout the world live on the street. These children are among the most deprived, they usually have no access to health care or education and some of them have been victims of violence even before taking to the street. Many countries have used violent and punitive measures to remove them.
Newar (1999) said that street children are highly vulnerable to sexual abuse and exploitation.  Their vulnerable conditions in the street and the expanding sex market appear to be some of the major causes of sexual abuse and exploitation of street children. CWIN (2001) indicates that foreign paedophiles abuse about 5% of the street boys in Nepal. There is no available information on Nepali paedophiles so much so that presently all paedophile activity is considered synonymous with foreigners only. The situation of paedophilia is further compounded by lack of national legislation on the issue, and as a result is speculated that Nepal may increasingly become a hotspot for paedophiles and sex tourists. 
Pandian (2000) observed that children who spend considerable part of their time in gainful employment are deprived of education. That is not only a loss to children but also to the nation in the future. Education is an investment both to the individual and to the society at large, producing not only huge direct benefit but also an immense magnitude of externalities, economic, social, cultural and political. Education is also considered a human right, and effort is initiated in the recent years to make elementary education as a fundamental right in the constitution. 
Das (2000) explained the initiatives undertaken by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment to provide the support to the street children. She emphasized that the Ministry provides support only for “of the street” category of children who have no support on the streets. She felt that the findings of the study support the contentions of the Ministry, which the majority of these children should be made to reintegrate with the families and sensitize the parents about their responsibilities towards their children.  
A special article (2000) on educating street children in India revealed that children who are most distinctive of other categories are known as street children. This is the group of children who have been seen away from home due to unbearable and traumatic environment. This is the most vulnerable group facing worst form of abuses and exploitation at all levels i.e. family, work place, and anti social elements in and around their environment. They stay on the street, work on the street, and pass through most torturous street life. They are often found at the railway stations, crowded bus stops, and commercial places across the pavements. Many of them earn their living as shoeshine boy, car cleaner, rag picker and wayside restaurant helper. Some of them have no other choice but to do begging on the street. Some even live the most abused life of the prostitute. Many of them lead a high-risk life as HIV/AIDS victims. 
UNESCO (2000) project in Bangkok, jointly with the Jakarta and Beijing offices, has initiated the capacity building and information exchange to strengthen the expertise of practitioners concerned with out-of-school children, mainly from NGOs in selected countries in the Asia region. UNESCO has also supported a network of NGOs through civil society forum region, promoting the Rights of Street Children. Forums for south Asia and Southeast Asia were organized in 2002 and 2003 respectively. 
Hyderabad is the largest city as well as the capital of the state of Andhra Pradesh. According to 20001 Census, in Hyderabad, the total city population was 7,280.000, out of which 40% were children. As per the government report, the street children in Hyderabad city are more than 55,000. Majority of these street children are below the age of 15 years and mostly are migrants from rural or semi-rural areas from all over Andhra Pradesh. Government Census Report (2001)
Koller and Hutz (2001) observed that millions of children can be found working and sometimes, living on city street around the world. Although they all look alike, a distinction must be made between children actually living on the street and those who go home in the evening. These two groups have different life histories and prognosis; they differ especially with regard to the risks they face and the productive factors which are available to them. The knowledge about their psychological development is still sketchy. Some studies have indicated that living on the street is harmful because of the exposure to addictions, violence and exploitation. However, other studies have shown that the street allows for cumulative experiences, which promote a healthy development. Recently researchers conducting systematic studies on the emotional, cognitive, and social development of street children have found that, although these children are exposed to stressful situation and to great personal and social risks, they develop coping skills that allow them to overcome the hazards of life on the streets. They master strategies to establish social group that increase safety and improve the odds of surviving. It was recently found that street children and low SES children present similar levels of depression and alternatives to a nurturing home must be found. The streets are not a healthy place for a human to live, even if it does not cause great psychological harm.  
Moura (2001) argued that the discourses on street children naturalize social deprivation and stigmatize poor families and children. Street life is presented as the outcome of an organic and linear chain of adverse factors including migration, economic hardship, family dysfunction and child abuse. Street children and their families are portrayed as displaying socially unacceptable attributes which plays them outside mainstream society. It is also argued that the social construction of street children prompts interventions which sustain the status quo of social inequalities. It is suggested that potential way to move forward is to employ these arguments along with other perspectives in a communal reflexive exercise, as the foundation for the   creation of a new future for children and adolescents.
UNICEF (2002) in a study on street in Zimbabwe revealed that the majority of children interviewed were children of the street while 31.4% were found to be street working children. Around 12% were children who spent on the street and at homes. Around to UNICEF, the latter group represents the grey areas. UNICEF further states that this is a stage of transition which all street living children pass through; sleeping both at home and on the street, the child finally choose the street when home conditions were no longer supportive due to critical incidences like the death of a parent or guardian or due to increasing poverty or child abuse.
Kenyon and Donna (2002) are of the opinion that street children represent a rapidly growing socio-educational challenge affecting both the development and industrialized nations of the world. At risk for physical, emotional, social, and cognitive violation, these children are in need of interventions that appropriately address their needs of their environment, and build upon the positive survival skills that they developed as a result of street life. This study explores the causes, and consequences of this growing phenomenon. It seeks o make knows the global dimensions of the physical, social, mental and development health consequences of street life for growing phenomenon. It seeks to make known the global dimensions of the physical, social and development health consequences of street life for the child. It offers possible occupational therapy intervention strategies and opportunities for working with street children which transition them from youth to mainstream adult and citizenship in the world.
Brick (2002) observed that the turn of the twenty-first century has seen a sea change of perspective in studies concerning street youth. This review examines five stark criticisms of the category “street child” and of research that focuses on identifying characteristics of a street life style rather than on the children themselves and the depth or diversity of their actual experiences. It relates to the change of approach to a powerful human rights discourse-the legal and conceptual framework provided by the United Nations Convention on the rights of the capabilities to enact change in their own lives. This article examines literature focusing on the risks to health associated with street or homeless lifestyles. Risk assessment that assigns street children to a category “at risk” should not overshadow helpful analytical approaches focusing on children’s resiliency and long-term career life prospects. 
Mane (2002) observed that children around the world suffer appalling abuses. Too often, street children are killed or tortured by police. Children as young as seven or eight are recruited or kidnapped to serve as soldiers in military forces. Sometimes as young as six years old, children are forced to work under extremely difficult conditions, often as bonded or forced prostitution. They are often brutalized by guards and not protected from assaults by other inmates. Refugee children, often separated from their families are vulnerable to exploitation, sexual abuse and domestic violence. Ironically, within the care of the state, children are often subject to abuse and mistreatment-orphaned and abandoned children are housed in appalling institutions where they suffer from cruelty and neglect.
Association for Development, Delhi (2002) conducted a study among street and working children at old Delhi, New Delhi and Hazrat Nizamuddin railway station to identify the reasons for leaving their homes and the problems faced by them in their day-to-day life. A sample of 100 respondents was taken and most of them were in the age group of 8-16years. Data was collected through questionnaire and it was found that children belonged to Uttar Pradesh and Bihar had stayed in a home/government institution at one time or the other but some wanted to remain on the streets, because of freedom and employment opportunities. In this study, Children mentioned abuse by parents as the main cause for having left their homes; they did not have any contact with their families, and did not want to go back to their families.  Education should be an essential part of the programmers to give them a better standard of life
Singh (2003) is of the opinion that child labour in India is more of rural than phenomena. Approximately 90 per cent of the working children in the rural areas are employed in agriculture and allied activities of the unorganized and informal sector. Urban informal sectors account for almost the entire child labour force. States having a large population living below poverty line have a high incidence of child labour and it is accompanied by high dropout rates in schools. The incidence of child labour is partly linked to the level of socioeconomic development of an area, and partly to the attitude and approach of parents of street children.
Velayutham (2004) felt that child beggary is prevailing in the cities. The most lucrative ventures for the children beggary are the temples, where people stuffed godly feeling as the devotees are quickly motivated to part with money in order to earn more blessings. Child beggars are increasingly seen over rail/foot over bridges and road signals, causing hard ship to passengers. In Chennai around 1500 child beggars are present on full time. Income of the child beggars is more than 60 per cent earning of the normal workers Rs 30 – 100 daily. A small percentage of child beggars earn more than Rs.100 per cent.
Ohne (2005) observed the problem of street children in Vietnam, a country rapidly growing and integrating with the world. He classified the cause into broken family, mindset problem, and economic migration. Situations are divided to current protection and further investment. It is shown that that broken family group is most difficult to assist while the economic migration group often shows strong desire for study and better life. However, their aspiration is frequently interrupted by various setbacks. Since the street children are not a homogenous group, intervention must also be diversified according to the needs of each type of child.  
Paniker (2005) has pointed out that many of the children in South Africa are basically rootless, mostly because they exist without recourses, homes, education, and guidance, care and affection. They are often brutalized by police, older street children or gang members, and are often exposed to drug dealers and pimps. In a nutshell, they are exploited by all levels of society. The more these youths are exposed to street lives, the more they are assimilated in to the street culture, and therefore, their chances of staying on the street increases.
Duyan (2005) on his study examines the relationships between socio-demographic and family characteristics, family relations, street life experiences and the hopelessness of street children. The study focuses on a population of street children living in the city of Gaziantep, Turkey, chosen for its high density of street children. Data were collected by distributing the Hopelessness Scale for Children and a questionnaire. In his research Duyan, interviewed 195 street children and found significant relations between physical violence, father‘s alcohol usage, unemployment, threatening of the child at home, and hopelessness among street children and behaviors under this feeling‘s.
The Child Hope Asia (2006) observed that Pakistan do not have children who on the street but there are many who are living off the street and the number is increasing. Many children of school age go out on the streets to earn money to supplement their family income. In Pakistan it is estimated that 3 out of 10 children aged 5 to 9 years, do not go to school, and 3 out of 5 have never been inside a classroom. Among the groups of street children, the most vulnerable, marginalized and ignored are the gypsy children. While recognition of child rights to education, production, and just and humane of work are enshrined in the constitution of Pakistan and reflected in state policies and legislation, enforcement is reportedly insufficient. Numerous programmes targeting street children have, however, been implemented in Pakistan.
  Every child, during the span of development runs several risks to his/ her healthy development. It is the duty of significant adults to be mindful of these barriers to development and enable the child to experience and enjoy the process of growing up. After all, child is meant for growing, learning and developing in to all that one is meant to be. When the developmental process is hindered, a child is in a situation of risk in such situations; and the complexities of the situations must understood and relevant efforts must be enable to rescue these children (Hanna Anandraj, 2007)
Forum for child rights and children are a common platform of NGOs working for the cause of street children in Vijayawada for collective action towards children at risk. Its vision is to promote the rights of the child as enshrined in the UN charter: survival, protection, development and participation. Its mission is to make Vijaywadwa a child-friendly city. The chairman of care and share is the secretary of he forum (the government body include the mayor, commissioner of police, commissioner of municipal corporation and assistant labour commissioner). Its office is at the tana bhavan, which also functions as a rescue shelter. The forum runs children 1098- a 24 hours helpline for children in distress. The staff are located at 3 places in the city tama bhavan, police control room and the railway station. (Child Health Forum, 2007). 
India had ratified the convention on the right of the child, which came into force in 1990. This ratification implies that India will ensure wide awareness about child issues among the government agencies, implementing agencies, the media, and the judiciary, the public at large and the children themselves. The government’s endeavour is to create a conductive climate for acceptance of the goals of the convention, and to amend all legislation, policies and schemes to meet the standard set in the treaty framework. (UNICEF, 2007)
The street child runs into a friend who introduces him to a gang for a price. He has to slowly gain inroads, contacts and acceptance. Generally, within a month, he gets accustomed to the rough life. But it takes at least two years to make the grade as a street child, somewhat equipped to cope. He learns the hard and cruel way to survival to beg, steal, scavenge and win patronage of the bigger boys or pimps. And solely he is on his own, in his own gang of street children but ‘independent’ and ‘his own master.’ Most kids live on the railway platforms, in the bus terminus, market yards and shop verandas, parks, pavements and footpaths ISO (2007).
Hassani (2008) observed many of the street children who are away from their homes, were either beaten or sexually abused. Tragically, their homelessness leads to their further exploitative child labour and prostitution. Most Indian street children work. Children who work, are not only subject to the strains and hazards of their labour, but are also denied the education or training that could enable them to escape the poverty trap. Poor health is a chronic problem for them. Half of all children in India are malnourished, but for street children, proportion is much higher. These children are not only underweight but there growth has often been stunted.  Such homeless kids are seen begging. Some near a ticket-counter, some near a food store, some at traffic signals, selling flowers are books. Mumbai, a city that gives place to each and every one, does not have place for them. Their plight is getting worse day by day. Hassani (2008) suggested that a small deed can get millions of smiles. Therefore people should wakeup now. Give these sweet and innocent children, a better life to live and show them a proper path towards a bright future.
Prajwala (2008) reported that thousands of women and children are globally trafficked for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation every year. Within India, women and children procured from different parts like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, west Bengal, Maharashtra, Bihar, and are trafficked to major red light areas. A sizeable number in these areas are also trafficked from Nepal and Bangladesh. Commercial sexual exploitation is not just confined to red light areas. It has spreads its fangs in the form of pornography, sex tourism and cyber crimes. Trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation is one of the largest organized crimes. Thousands of young girls are deceived, forced or coerced to enter this trade every year. It is, perhaps, the most degrading form of human rights violation. Victims of sexual exploitation are subjected to irreversible pain and trauma that handicaps them psychologically and become a major block in their social reintegration.
Turnbull et.al. (2009) analyzed the interaction between street children and youth and the people who try to help them. They seek to understand outsiders’ role in the children and youths’ career on the streets and to provide ideas for programs and interventions. A group of volunteers in a Mexico City bus station gathered data. Data was collected through observations and interviews with street children, youths and helpers, and analyzed them using the Grounded Theory method over a period of four years. This retrospective uses the core concept of Social Interface, which is a point of encounter between two social systems, to understand the relationship between the children and their many helpers. The data revealed that the children use the programs and services in their own way and the helpers try to make them “use it right” by modifying the programs. Thus, each side protects its own view of the situation from the other and this struggle contributes to keep the children and youths on the streets. Attentive self-awareness is necessary on the part of those who own the programs and services, so that the children’s view can be included in the planning, implementing and running of these programs.
Javid et.al., (2009) observed that street children typically live independent of families in make shift living arrangements, and survive on little. They estimated that there are 100 million street children in the world. To better understand the lives of street children, they conducted 150 days of ethnographic investigations in and around Calcutta, with an emphasis on street children who lived in train stations.
Mathur (2009) carried out a detailed study with an aim to map the socio-economic realities of street in Jaipur City, India .The field scenario indicates that majority of street children were boys (71%) and in 8-12 years age group incidence of migration was observed and 70.5% of these children lived with their families. Gambling, watching films and television, smoking and drinking, and taking drugs were common entertainment and relaxation for these children.
Faloore et.al. (2010), examined in sprite to remarkable nature and human resources, most people have tasted the bitter pills of poverty in Nigeria. However, children in Nigeria experience poverty difficulty. This is particularly noteworthy in the way most children are deprived of nutrition, water, sanitation facilities, and access to basic health-care services, shelter, education, and protection. Hence, poverty makes them unable to enjoy their rights, participate as full members of the society. Based on this a study was taken by factors et.al (2010) on social network and livelihood of street children in Ibadan, Nigeria. It investigated the causes, incidence of poverty among street children and the relevance of their social networks to their survival on the street. Data were collected through triangulation of in-depth interviews (IDIs), case studies, structured questionnaire and focus group discussions. A sample of respondents was selected for the survey. The results indicate a strong relationship between poverty and living on the street. To address the problems of street children, it is suggested that government should adhere strictly to Millileum Development Goals (MDGs) in Nigeria. Essentially, the gaps between the promise made and the actions should be bridged by the government.
Arabi and Ali (2011) studied the factors that affect homelessness in Khartoum State on 300 street children. It was found that most of the street children were born in this State but the origins of majority of them are the western and southern Sudan. Factor analysis was used and showed that there are seven factors which could be labeled city life, risky behavior, economic reasons, natural and environmental, family disruption, observation, and family abuse. The study recommended to locate perspective programs in areas where most street children families live in at present; intervening at home to prevent children from coming to streets; reduce school fees; create opportunities to increase income of vulnerable families specially those affected by war and drought; build trust with street children to convince them return home; provide safe night shelters for street children to protect them; help addicted children to overcome their addiction; reform and improve legislations and laws to protect children.  
Prakash and Singh (2011) identified that several of runaway children come to cities mostly through railways. Therefore, the need for special safeguards and care for children around Railway Stations is important. This is the point where they can be contacted, treated with respect and their rights to protection and development guaranteed lest they join the huge numbers of invisible and vulnerable children.
Islam et.al. (2013) argued that children involved in multiple economic activities due to mostly for plain survival have found in each and every developing country. On the other hand, the nature and intensity of child struggle vary from to region, depending on the socio-economic condition of a particular society in which the children live. However, street children mostly work as beggar or assistant to beggar, day laborer, fish seller or assistant to fish seller, wanderer (floating), rickshaw-pusher, show-shiner, porter, waste-collector, hawker, etc. But changing the job is very frequent among the street children found Notun bazaar, boyar, Nirala, railway station in Khulna city. Therefore, this study has made possible because of the support of many poor working and street children. Furthermore, primary data has been collected through questionnaire survey. Secondary data has been collected through constitution of Bangladesh, Bangladesh code, publication of UNICEF, books and journals. The collected data has been analyzed through statistical packages. The present paper attempts to derive a participatory monitoring tool for progress towards sustainable human resource development of street children area in Khulna city of Bangladesh.
Khatun et.al. (2013) Knowledge about life experience of street children is important in taking effective initiatives for their improved life chances and hence, development of the nation. Few efforts were taken previously to sketch their life style. However, the study aims to have an understanding on the circumstance of the street children which explore their life styles. For this, study used survey design to collect data form purposively selected 100 samples of street children aged between 6 to 18 years in Khuna City of Bangladesh, additionally a total of 3 FGDS were used on a sub-sample of 24 respondents (each group continued 8 participants). The findings of the study explicate that the street children face harsh reality and are deprived of the basic necessities of life.  The study found that a large number of street children (64%) lived in slum. Poverty or hunger was the prime facto (89% street children) that forced them engaged in work at early years of life. It was revealed that the street children considerably very low (average daily income 44.9 BDT). While the majority of the street children took meal twice in a day, about one seventh (13%) of the children took meal only one time in a day. Moreover, among the street children about two third (69%) were exploited physically or verbally in many times. The study concludes that realistic steps are needed for improving the condition of street children with collaboration of GO and NGOs.    
Subarna (2014) assessed the effect of street life on the socio- psychological problem of street children who live and work full-time on the streets of Khulna, Bangladesh. The study used survey design to collect data from purposively selected 150 samples of street children aged between 6 to 17 years in Khulna City of Bangladesh. The findings of the study explicate that the street children face harsh reality and are deprived of the basic necessities of life. The study found that a large number of street children (51.3%) lived in rail station. Most of them (43.3% street children) are living alone that forced them engaging in work at early years of life. It was revealed that the street children worked for long time (on an average 10.62 hours daily) in dirty environment but their income was considerably very low (average weekly income 362 BDT). While the majority of the street children (56.7%) took meal once in a day, about one seventh (25.3%) of the children took meal only twice in a day. Drug taking of street children was found significantly associated with the person respondents living with (p< .001). Taking vitamin D and Zinc contains food of street children was found significantly associated with how much the respondents earn last week (p< .001). The study concludes that realistic steps are needed for improving the condition of street children with collaboration of GO and NGOs. 
According to Kudachi (2014) knowledge about life experiences of street children is important in taking effective initiatives for their improved life chances and, hence, development of the nation. Few efforts were taken previously to sketch their life styles. However, this study aims to have an understanding on the situation of the street children which explores their life styles. For this, the study used survey design to collect data from purposively selected 100 samples of street children aged between 6 to 18 years in Bangalore City. The findings of the study explicate that the street children face harsh reality and are deprived of the basic necessities of life. The study concludes that realistic steps are needed for improving the condition of street children. 
Kaushik (2014) observed India has the largest child population in the world i.e. almost 19 percent of the world’s child population. The constitution of India expresses concern for upbringing of children in safe, secure and healthy manner through various provisions in the constitution. However millions of children exist below poverty line and are malnourished and many of them die. Children become victims of many crimes. Many children spend their childhood begging either due to poverty or under threat however not many studies exist on child beggars in India. The present study was conducted on fifty child beggars, using random sampling method, in 2012-13 in Varanasi city in India. The children involved in begging can be divided in three broad groups: boys, girls and children with mothers. The children who beg arrive from nearby rural areas in small groups in the morning and leave in the evening. They have family and peer acceptability, encouragement and inspiration for begging. They carry a steel utensil in which they either keep some oil or photograph of a Hindu deity and ask for money on specific holy days. Some of them do not seem destitute but most were very poor. They are seen mostly in the market, near temples and railway station. Some of them have gone to school but left due to learning difficulties or fights with others. Most are not going to school and those who are going are unable to read. Children said they earn 20 to 100 rupees everyday by begging. Most give the money to mother or elder brother who will make food for them. Some said their parents do manual labour or petty business while others said they do not have parents. Children are not habituated to begging and can be weaned away. There are more boys than girls. Girls are seen only in the afternoon and mostly on Sundays. Girls beg along with their siblings and cousins. Some women also beg with one or two kids. The children with women are very shy and quiet. Government must help these children by sending them to school and helping their families to cope with extreme poverty as well as criminal gangs.
Ngboawaji Daniel Nte (2009) in their work, evaluated the endemic problem of street children in the third world, Africa and Nigeria in particular. More so, the study also tried to establish a link between street children and national security in Nigeria. In its findings, the study showed that the exponential rise in the number of street children in Africa albeit Nigeria could spell a security disaster, as these kids become foot soldiers and terror elements during ethno- religious conflagrations. This becomes more glaring in most African states as they grapple with series of development crises .The reality therefore calls for concerted efforts to check this potential time bomb through sustainable rehabilitation of street kids. In arriving at the above conclusion, the work relied on ethnographic data and data from such secondary sources as Books, Journals, Gazettes, News Papers, and Government documents. 
A. Khan (2008) opined that while a number of countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America have implemented successful interventions to ameliorate the street child phenomenon. Pakistan’s efforts for eradicating the problem have been limited and it is estimated that 70,000 street children currently exist in the country. There are a plethora of complex factors that have coalesced to create a socio - economic climate conducive to the persistence of street children. The US war in Afghanistan which began in October 2001 led to the immediate influx of approximately 200,000 Afghan refugees into Pakistan, and of the 1.5 million refugees that crossed the border in 2001 an estimated 59 % were children. The Afghan children are discriminated against in terms of employment opportunities and physical and sexual abuse and exploitation. The survival of a street child is substantially defined by severe socio – economic instability and deprivation leading to high risk coping strategies. Evidence indicates that 90% of street children in Pakistan are involved in inhalant abuse; this combined with risky sexual behaviour and vulnerability to disease, makes street children one of the most ostracized and marginalized social groups in the country. Despite preventative measures from the national government and rehabilitative projects sponsored by non - governmental organizations, policies and programmes in Pakistan are both quantitatively and qualitatively inadequate. Examples of successful interventions internationally, in terms of preventative programmes and rehabilitation through education and vocation, provide lessons for Pakistan.
TISS (2013) this study was conducted in the city of Mumbai, India. Given the fact that no previous attempt has been made to count the number of street children who live in the city of Mumbai and the paucity of literature about the condition in which these children live, it is hoped that the study would add to knowledge and contribute to the cause of making a strong case towards the development of policy and services for street children in the city and in the country as a whole. The objectives of the study included; to undertake a census of street children in the city of Mumbai; understand the social, economic, educational, work, and family background of street children in Mumbai and to understand the reasons why children live on the streets, the current problems, and future aspirations of children living on the streets of Mumbai. A quantitative research design was adopted for the study. This comprised of two parts: a census and a sample survey from those enumerated through the census. Part one of the study included a head count of street children living in Mumbai as per the UNICEF definition of street children. A tool was designed to capture basic details about street children who were covered through the census – age, sex, category of the child vis-à-vis the location, health status, disability, and addiction. Part two of the study included a sample survey of street children based on a structured interview schedule to capture the details about the socio-economic, education, work and family background of the children, as well as to understand the reasons for their existence on the streets.
Along with the census of children found on the streets, an enumeration exercise was carried out by a small team to cover the suburban railways. Another exercise was carried out to cover children coming to night shelters and day-care centers run by NGOs working with street children in Mumbai. In addition the study team also documented, ‘case studies’ of certain urban poor communities/areas which did not exactly fit into the operational definition of street children, but felt the need to document them, as the situation of children in these communities was very vulnerable. 
Sharma and Lal (2011) although substance misuse among children in India has been documented for over a decade, volatile substance misuse (VSM) is a comparatively recent phenomenon there. The paper reviews available Indian studies on VSM among street children and documents the extent of misuse, experienced benefits and harms, and risk factors. Reported perceived benefits include enhanced physical strength, decreased shyness, sleep induction, feeling good and numbing physical and psychological pain. Identified risk factors include domestic violence, a dictatorial father, presence of stepparents, migrant status and substance use in the family. Limitations of the current paper and the need for further research are discussed.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
	The methodology adopted in the current study is discussed under the following heads:-
3.1 Locale of the Study
3.2 Selection of Sample
3.3 Data base of the Study
3.4 Period of Study
3.5 Techniques of Analysis
3.6 Limitations of the Study
3.1 Locale of the study
Coimbatore, popularly known as the Manchester of South, is the third largest city and the second among the most industrialised cities in Tamil Nadu. 
It is located in the western part of Tamil Nadu, on the banks of river Noyyal. It is surrounded by the Fairy Queen; The Nilgiris (the Blue Hills) in the north, the revolutionary Western Ghats side of Kerala in the west, newly formed Tiruppur in the south and south east, and the highly agriculturally commercial turmeric Erode District in the East. This highly progressive, entrepreneurial and commercial district of Tamil Nadu lies between 10, " - 10' and 11," -30' Northern latitude and 76,"-40’ and 77,"-30’ Eastern longitude.  The district has a geographical area of 7469 sq.kms. With the formation of Tiruppur district in 2008, the geographical area of Coimbatore shrank to 4,849.89 sq.kms. The district is divided into three revenue divisions, 9 taluks, 19 blocks and 482 revenue villages. 
According to 2011 census, Coimbatore had a population of 1,050,721 with a sex-ratio of 997 females for every 1,000 males, much above the national average of 929. A total of 102,069 were under the age of six, constituting 52,275 males and 49,794 females. The average literacy of the city was 82.43%, compared to the national average of 72.99%. There were a total of 425,115 workers, comprising 1,539 cultivators, 2,908 main agricultural labourers, 11,789 in house hold industries, 385,802 other workers, 23,077 marginal workers, 531 marginal cultivators, 500 marginal agricultural labourers, 1,169 marginal workers in household industries and 20,877 other marginal workers.  Located in the rain shadow region of Western Ghats, Coimbatore enjoys pleasant weather throughout the year. The rich red loam soil and red sandy soil in the district are favourable for production of cotton and a wide variety of cereals and food grains, spices, and condiments. The region has a total cultivable area of 330,584 hectares. Forest coverage spans across 158,801 hectares and is primarily suitable for timber, mango, walnut, and silk cotton.
Coimbatore has been among the front runners in attracting a large amount of domestic and foreign industrial investments. The city is fast evolving into diversified activities such as engineering, textiles, power loom, hosiery, auto components, pumps, and motor sets. Rapid urbanization and improved standard of living is making the region one of the most preferred destinations for industrialization. Coimbatore is also a commercial base for about 58,072 (as on May, 31, 2008) registered micro, small and medium enterprises. As per the Annual Employment Report of Coimbatore for 2007-08, only 3.4 percent of the population is employed in organized services. The unorganized sector plays a crucial role in the livelihood of the poor.
Coimbatore district is an educational hub of Tamil Nadu, with a large base of educational institutes. In 2007-08, the literacy ratio among males and females was about 55.5 percent and 44.5 percent respectively. The district comprises of a number of universities and schools including five universities, more than 1,400 primary schools, 420 middle schools and 165 higher secondary schools. Coimbatore is well connected with other cities and states through a vast road network across 322 kms of National Highways and 4,058 kms of State Highways. The three National Highways, NH-47 (Kanyakumari–Salem), NH-67 (Coimbatore– Nagappattinam), and NH-209 (Bangalore–Dindigul) pass through the city. The district has 20 railway stations with Podanur and Coimbatore North being the two prominent junctions. The rail network comprises both broad gauge and meter gauge with total route length of 211.7 kms and track length of 327.62 kms. Coimbatore also has an international airport at Peelamedu, which handles domestic and international passengers and various types of cargo. The nearest major port is located in Cochin.
Coimbatore has also emerged as a tier-II destination for the IT sector. There are about six notified Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in the region, of which five are occupied by the IT/ITES (Information Technology Enabled Services) sector and one by hi-tech engineering. Factors such as a sound industrial base with adequate infrastructure, connectivity, top grade educational institutions and skilled workforce have made Coimbatore a favourable destination for IT companies. Coimbatore is among the major contributors of overall exports from Tamil Nadu. According to District Industry Centre (DIC) of Coimbatore, about 20 percent of the country’s foreign exchange is earned by cotton textile units in Coimbatore. During 2003-08, exports in Tamil Nadu grew at 29.6 percent Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) and imports grew at 39.7 percent CAGR. Major items of import include natural or cultural pearls, precious/semi precious stones, metals, ores, minerals, fuels, mineral oil, bituminous substance and mineral wax, electrical machinery, equipment and parts of sound recorders, and organic chemicals etc. In 2007-08, Coimbatore accounted for about 3.5 percent of total exports (by air) and 6.9 percent of total imports (by air) from Tamil Nadu.
Coimbatore city being a prominent industrial hub is a home to a large number of migrant labourers. This has increased the number of families living in the slums and street. Growing urbanization has also increased the number of street children in the city.  Hence, Coimbatore was selected as the area of study to examine the socio-economic profile of street children. 
Selection of sample	
	The population of the study consisted of street children residing in Town Hall and Gandhipuram in Coimbatore city. From these selected areas 75 samples were selected by adopting incidental purposive sampling technique. The term incidental sampling is applied to those samples that are taken because they are most readily available. The basic assumption behind purposive sampling is that with good judgement and an appropriate strategy one can handpick the cases to be included in the sample and thus develop samples that are satisfactory in relation to one’s needs (Guilford, 1978). A common strategy of purposive sampling is to pick up cases that are judged to be typical of the population, in which one is interested, assuming that errors of judgement in selection will tend to counter balance each other if sufficiently large sample is taken. Questionnaire was administered to street children within the selected area of the city. Every street child was asked to complete the questionnaire after identifying whether they were in the streets or not.  A total of 75 children were contacted.
Data base of the study
	Data pertaining to the study were collected by personal interview method. The interview schedule consisted of questions relating to the demographic profile of the street children, the living conditions and family background of the children, working conditions of the children, health conditions, the problems faced while they were in streets and their future aspirations. The schedule was first pre-tested with few selected sample units and based on their responses the questions were reformulated and the final interview schedule used in the study is given in Annexure I.
Period of study
	Data for the study were collected from the sample units by administering a pre-tested interview schedule during the period November 2014 to January 2015. 
Techniques of analysis
	Besides averages, percentages and graphs, the following techniques were applied.
Chi-square test
	The χ2 test is one of the simplest and most widely used non-parametric test in statistics. The quantity χ2 describes the magnitude of the discrepancy between theory and observation and is symbolized as:
 (O-E) 2
χ2   = Σ    
             				    E
where O refers to observed frequency and E refers to expected frequency.                                                     
In the present study, Chi-square test was applied to find the association between the sex of the street children with factors like age, average daily wage, early age of work type work and harassment of the children.
Garrett’s Rating Scale
	To find out the strength of factors ranked by the selected sample groups in relation to street children, Garrett’s rating scale technique was used. From the ranks given for each factor, percent positions were calculated by using the formula.
Percent position = 100 *(R-0.5)/N
where R is the rank assigned and N is the number of items ranked. The percent position was then converted into scores using Garrett’s scores table (Garrett H, 2005). Garret ranking scale technique was used in ranking the reason for skipping the classes and working, opinion about harassment complaints, assisting care and opinion about rehabilitation centres and domestically problems faced by the children.
Likerts’ Summated Scale
 		The Likert summated scaling technique was used to scale the factors affecting children’s education, reasons for children living in the street and reasons for punishment by family members. In the Likert scale, the respondent was asked to respond to each of the statements in terms of several degrees, usually five degrees of agreement or disagreement.
 (
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)
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)       
)
 Each point on the scale carries a score. Response indicating the least favourable degree of satisfaction is given the least score (say 1) and the most favourable is given the highest score (say 5). These score values are normally not printed on the instrument but are shown here just to indicate the scoring pattern. The Likert scaling technique, thus, assigns a scale value to each of the five responses. The same procedure is repeated for each and every statement in the instrument. This way the instrument yields a total score for each respondent, which would then measure the respondent’s favourableness toward the given point of view.
Factor Analysis
	Factor analysis is a generic name given to a class of multivariate technique whose primary purpose is to define the underlying structure in a data matrix. Broadly speaking, it addresses the problem of analyzing the structure of the interrelationships (correlations) among a large number of variables by defining a set of common underlying dimensions, known as factors. With factor analysis, the researcher can first identify the separate dimensions of the structure and then determine the extent to which each variable is explained by each dimension. Once these dimensions and the explanation of each variable are determined, the two primary uses for factor analysis, namely summarization and data reduction can be achieved. In summarizing the data, factor analysis derives underlying dimensions that, when interpreted and understood, describe the data in a much smaller number of concepts than the original individual variables. Factor analysis was used in the present study to identify the underlying pattern of relationship between the factors affecting children’s education, reasons for children living in the street and reasons for punishment by family members.
Cronbach’s Alpha
Cronbach’s alpha evaluates the unidimensionality of a set of scale items. It’s a measure of the extent to which all the variables in a scale are positively related to each other. In fact, it is really just an adjustment to the average correlation between every variable and every other. The formula for alpha is 



Where k is the number of variables and  is the average correlation among all pairs of variables. Cronbach’s alpha values ranges from 0 to 1. The higher the score, the more reliable the generated scale is, Nunnally (1978) has indicated 0.7 to be an acceptable reliability coefficient but lower thresholds are sometimes used in the literature. In the study, the reliability testing was done for the factors affecting children’s education, reasons for children living in the street and reasons for punishment given by family members.
Limitations of the Study
The present study is based essentially on primary data. It is a known fact that primary data has its own limitations. To have accuracy in the data collected, cross checking was carried out.  The present study relies only on the information gathered through surveys, observations and personal interviews, which are subject to bias. As with most empirical studies, the sample size and spectrum of respondents is a limitation and the sample was limited to certain geographical area. A statistically random sample would have increased the confidence in the results. Moreover the survey is not representative of the whole Coimbatore. The sample was collected only from the city. Therefore, caution needs to be taken when generalizing these research results to street children in other geographical areas and environment. Further, the findings and conclusion could only be applicable to similar set of socio-economic situation. These limitations in no way negate the findings of the study and offer scope for further research in future.


































RESULTS AND 
DISCUSSION
CHAPTER IV
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The major findings of the study are presented and discussed under the following heads:
a) Demographic Profile of the Street Children
b) Living Conditions and Family Background
c) Working Conditions of the Children
d) Health Hazardous of the Children
e) Harassment and Problem faced by the Street Children
f) Care of Rehabilitation Centers
g) Future Aspirations of the Children
I. DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE STREET CHILDREN
A design of the sample’s demographic profile was used for an understanding of the  probable variations or divergences that may appear between the sample and the total population. The sample survey also followed the findings of the census that nearly 79 per cent of the street children were boys. Girls constituted only one-fifth of the total street children population. Considering the very low incidence of girl children on the streets, the rest of the analysis was only done for the total sample.

Age
	Age is an important factor in human life. It reflects individual attitudes, perceptions, motives, level of understanding, capabilities etc. Table.1 presents the age of the respondents.
TABLE-1
AGE OF THE RESPONDENT
	S.No
	Age 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	2-4
	5
	6.70

	2
	5-7
	7
	9.30

	3
	8-10
	9
	12

	4
	11-13
	25
	33.30

	5
	14-16
	29
	38.70

	Total
	75
	100


                        Source: Field Survey, 2014
	The age structure of respondents covered under the age group from 2-16 years reveals 72 percent of them were between 11-16 years; 12 percent between 8-10 years and 16 percent 14-16 years. Thus, the majority of the street children were in the age group between 11-16 years. Age distribution of the street children is presented in figure.1.
FIGURE-1




Gender
A large number of street children were reported to be males. The low incidence of street girls in urban area may be due to their under enumeration. According to NISD (2007) in Rehabilitation Homes majority (78%) of the inmates are boys while the rest of the inmates are girls.
TABLE- 2
GENDER OF THE RESPONDENT
	S.No
	Gender
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Boys
	43
	57.30

	2
	Girls
	32
	42.70

	Total
	75
	100



                       Source: Field Survey, 2014
In the present study, majority of them were boy (57%) and the remaining (nearly 43%) were girls. Most studies show a predominance of the male children within the population. Zuber; F (2005) found that 74% of the street children were males and rests were girls. 
Religion
Table-3 presents the religion of the street children. 
TABLE- 3
RELIGION
	S.No
	Religion 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Hindu
	53
	70.67

	2
	Christian
	16
	21.33

	3
	Muslim
	6
	8

	Total
	75
	100


                         Source: Field Survey, 2014
Data pertaining to the religion of the respondent reveal majority (71 %) of the sample respondents belongs to Hindus religion; 21 percent of the sample respondents were Christians and the remaining 8 percent were Muslims. Thus the surveyed samples were predominantly Hindus. 
Received Education
 Education is not merely to improve knowledge of the children but to develop in him/her those habits and attitudes with which may help them to successfully face the future.
TABLE- 4
RECEIVED EDUCATION
	S.No
	Received Education
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	23
	30.70

	2
	No
	52
	69.30

	Total
	75
	100


            Source: Field Survey, 2014
	The table shows, nearly 31 percent of the street children only received some form of formal education and majority of them have not received any formal education. 

Level of Education
As per the Annual Statistics of Education Report (ASER) 2012, 96.5% of all rural children both the ages of 6-14 were enrolled in school. The Fourth Annual Survey Report enrollment above 96%. Another Report from 2013 state that there were 229 million students enrolled in different accredited urban and rural school of India, from classes I-XII, representing an increase of 2.3 million students over 2002 total enrollment and 19% increase in girls enrollment as of 2011, enrollment rates are 58% for pre-primary, 93% for primary 69% for secondary and 26% for tertiary education.
TABLE- 5
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
	S.No
	Level of Education
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Attended only for few months
	9
	39.13

	2
	Attended for 1-2 years
	6
	26.07

	3
	Attended up to middle school (5th class)
	3
	13.04

	4
	Attended up to secondary school (up to 8th class)
	2
	8.70

	5
	Attended above secondary class
	1
	4.35

	6
	Attending formal school irregularly
	1
	4.35

	7
	Attending formal school regularly
	1
	4.35

	Total
	23
	100


         Source: Field Survey, 2014
In table, majority (39 percent) of the children have attended the school just for few months; 26 percent of them attended school for 1-2 years; 13 percent of them studied up to middle class; nearly 9 percent of them up to secondary class; 4 percent of them attended school regularly. Hence it was observed that, low level of education among the children were associated with poverty and maltreated by the teachers.
Types of Schooling
	Education in India is provided by the public sector as well as the private sector with control and functioning coming from three levels; central, state and local. Under various articles of the Indian Constitution free and compulsory education is provided. Education is provided as fundamental rights to children between the ages of 6 and 14. 
	At the primary and secondary level India has a large private school system complimenting the government run schools, with 29 percent of students receiving private education in the 6-14 age groups. 
	While the quality of free, public education is in crisis, a majority of the urban poor have turned to private schools. In some urban cities it is estimated as high as two-third of all students attended private institutions, many of which charge a modest US$ 2 per month. There have not been any standardized assessment of how private school performs, but it is generally accepted that they outperform public schools. The type of schooling attended by the street children is present in the table.6.
TABLE- 6
TYPE OF SCHOOLING
	S.No
	Type of Schooling
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Government School
	18
	78.30

	2
	Private School
	2
	8.70

	3
	Government Aided School
	3
	13

	Total
	23
	100


         Source: Field Survey, 2014
 Majority (78%) of the children were educated in the government school; followed by government aided school (13%) and rests of them (nearly 9%) were educated in private school. Free education, provided in the government school coupled with their low economic status may be a reason for the street children to patronize such school than private school where the fee structure is high. 

Skipping Classes
Being in street, the street children were not regular to school and often skip classes.
TABLE- 7
SKIP CLASSES
	S.No
	Skip Classes
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	23
	30.67

	2
	No
	52
	69.33

	Total
	75
	100


                     Source: Field Survey, 2014
The present study found that 69 percent of the street children skipped the classes and the remaining 31 percent of regularly attended the classes. 
Skip Classes in a Week
Street children were largely deprived of many things, including access to school and educational support. Their condition of life such as having to live on the roads, moving from one place to other, the lack of an address/identity, and lack of family or parental support to get educated, did not leave them with any option other than to work to ensure food security which limited their access to school and education. Table-8 presents details on number of the children where skipped classes in a week.

TABLE- 8
SKIP CLASSES IN A WEEK
	S.No
	No of  Days Skip Classes
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	1 days
	6
	26.08

	2
	2 days
	12
	52.17

	3
	More than 2 days
	5
	21.73

	Total
	23
	100


        Source: Field Survey, 2014
Majority of the children (52 %) were skipping the classes for 2 days in a week; followed by 26 percent for a day in a week and rest of them (nearly 22 %) for more than 2 days in week. Majority of the children skip the classes regularly in a week.

Reasons for Skipping Classes
	An attempt was made to identify the factors influencing the intention to skip the classes by the street children. The respondents were asked to assign ranks to various reasons/ factors according to the order of priority, which influenced their intention to skip the classes. The ranks were then converted into scores based on Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores calculated are given in the table.9
TABLE-9
REASONS FOR SKIPPING THE CLASSES
	S.No
	Reasons
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	To work 
	50.08
	4

	2
	Don’t have money
	48.31
	5

	3
	Don’t have books and stationary
	47.92
	6

	4
	Not doing homework
	52.31
	2

	5
	Afraid of school punishment
	53.38
	1

	6
	Not convinced about the need to go to school
	50.38
	3


             Source: Field Survey, 2014
The most important factor which influenced their intention to skip the classes were ‘afraid of school punishment’ (1st rank), not doing their homework (2nd rank), and ‘not convinced about the need to go to school’ (3rd rank), the scores assigned for these factors were 53.38, 52.31 and 50.38 points respectively.  The factors which had the lowest priority are ‘do not have money’ and do not have books and stationary’ with the scores of 48.31 and 47.92 points respectively. To sum up, intention to skip the classes was based on the fear of punishment and lack of awareness about the importance of education. Hence, if the children are treated in a better way and made to realize importance of education the dropouts/skipping classes will be less. 
Factors Affecting Children’s Education
In India the free and compulsory education to all the children till they attain the age of 14 years is a constitutional directive under the Article 45 of the Constitution of India. India has made progress in terms of increasing the primary education attendance rate and expanding literacy to approximately three-quarters of the population in the 7-10 age groups by 2011. India’s improved education system is often cited as one of the main contribution to its economy debt. 
Factor analyses were used in the present study to identify the factors which affects the street children’s education and whether these factors can be grouped in terms of a composite variable. To determine the appropriation of applying factor analysis, the KMO and Bartlett`s test measures were computed and the results are presented in table. 10.
TABLE- 10
KMO AND BARTLETT`S TEST MEASURES
	KMO and Bartlett’s Test
	Factors 

	KMO measures
	.622

	Bartlett’s of test of sphericity :
Approximate chi square
Degree of freedom
Significant 
	
54.751
28
.000


                                Source: Field Survey, 2014
KMO statistics for factors affecting street children education’s were .622 signifying higher than acceptable adequacy of sampling. The Bartlett’s test of sphericity was also found to be significant at one percent level providing evidence of the presence of relationship between variables to apply factor analysis.
	The communalities for each variable were computed to determine the amount of variance accounted by the variables to be included in the factor rotation and the results are shown in the table. 11.

TABLE- 11
COMMUNALITIES
	S.No
	Factors Affecting Education
	Values

	1
	I didn’t Enrol in School
	.687

	2
	Difficulty in Economic Condition
	.635

	3
	Disregard of Education
	.856

	4
	Domestic Problem
	.789

	5
	Security Condition
	.708

	6
	Maltreatment
	.670


   Source: Estimation based on field survey. 
    Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
All the variables had values greater than 0.50 signifying substantial portion of the variance accounted by the factors. Table-12 presents the Eigen values, their relative explanatory power and factor loadings for 6 linear components identified within the data set. The Eigen values greater than one alone was considered for inclusion in the analysis.
TABLE- 12
ROTATED COMPONENT MATRIX
	S.No
	Rotated Component Matrix
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1
	I didn`t enroll in school
	
	.790
	
	

	2
	Difficulty in economic condition
	
	.748
	
	

	3
	Disregard of education
	
	
	
	.875

	4
	Domestic problem
	.859
	
	
	

	5
	Security condition
	.714
	
	
	

	6
	Students mockery 
	
	
	.784
	

	
	Eigen value
	1.900
	1.509
	1.247
	1.102

	
	% of variance
	23.748
	18.860
	15.584
	13.780

	
	Communalities %
	23.748
	42.608
	58.192
	71.972


Source: Estimation based on field survey. Extraction method: principal component analysis. Rotation Matrix: Varimax with Kaiser Immortalizations rotation converged in of iterations. 

The results indicates that for the sample data Eigen value of the first four factor alone was greater than one indicating that these factors also were appropriate for inclusion in the analysis. The four factors together accounted for nearly 72 percent of the variations in the factors. Factor 1 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely `domestic problems’ and `security condition’. These two dimensions together explain nearly 24 percent of the variance. Factor 2 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely `did not enroll in school’ and `difficulty in economic condition’ and explained nearly 19 percent of the variance. Factor 3 had significant loadings on one dimension namely `student mockery’ and it explained 16 percent of the variance. Factor 4 had significant loading on one dimension namely `disregard of education’ and it explained nearly 14 percent of the variance. From the above discussion, it can be inferred that the main factor that affects the street children education are `domestic problem’ `security condition’ `didn`t enroll in school’ `difficulty in economic condition’ `student mockery’ and `disregard of education’.
II. FAMILY BACKGROUND AND LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE CHILDREN
	Family plays an important role in our tradition. For the purpose of the analysis, street children’s family background has been taken and presents in the below table- 13. 

TABLE- 13
FAMILY BACKGROUND
	S.No
	 Have Family
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes and I live with them
	38
	50.67

	2
	Yes but I am separated from them
	9
	12

	3
	I don’t have family.
	28
	37.33

	Total
	75
	100


        Source: Field Survey, 2014  
 Nearly 51 percent of the children were living with their family members; followed by 37 percent of the children who do not have any family background and treated as orphans and 12 percent of them were separated from their family members. Thus   Majority of the children do have family and living with them in the street.
Head of the Family
	The detail of the head of the family is presented in the table-14. 
TABLE- 14
HEAD OF THE FAMILY
	S.No
	Head of the Family
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Parents 
	26
	55.32

	2
	Brother/Grand Parents
	11
	23.40

	3
	Uncle/Aunt/Relatives 
	10
	21.28

	Total
	47
	100


                Source: Field Survey, 2014
In the present study, nearly 55 percent the children revealed that, their head of the family were parents; followed by 23 percent whose head of the family were brother and grandparents; and remaining 21 percent had uncle, aunt and relatives as the head of the family. Thus, Majority of the children live with their parents.

Spending Time in Street
	The face of a street child with dirty clothes and a hopeless face, the scene of running behind a car to sell something, a child with a pitiable face begging for a meal, and a child who works like a robot are clear reflections of why they are on the street. But how they get into this situation differs from child to child. Their household poverty, deprivations, homelessness, and other family and personal problems lead a child to the streets. Table-15 shows that how the children spending time in the street.
TABLE- 15
SPENDING TIME IN STREET
	S.No
	Spending Time 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	I loaf / loiter
	12
	16

	2
	I play
	16
	21.30

	3
	I beg
	26
	34.70

	4
	l work
	8
	10.70

	5
	I search for work
	10
	13.30

	6
	I help others.
	3
	4

	Total
	75
	100


	     Source: Field Survey, 2014
 Nearly 35 percent on them were begging in the street; 21 percent of them spend time playing; nearly 15 percent of them helped others; 16 percent of them loafed around and rest of them (13 %) were searching for a job. Thus, Majority of them spend time begging while they were in the street.
Spending Time With 
	The children’s were asked about while they were in the street with whom they spent their time in the street. The findings are presented in table-16.  
TABLE- 16
SPENDING TIME WITH
	S.No
	Spending Time With
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Alone
	14
	18.70

	2
	With relatives
	20
	26.70

	3
	With friends/ neighbors
	32
	42.60

	4
	With schoolmates
	9
	12

	Total
	75
	100


           Source: Field Survey, 2014
 Nearly 43 percent of the street children spend their leisure time in the street with their friends/neighbours; about 27 percent them with relatives, 19 percent spend their time alone and rest of the children with their school mates while staying in the street.
Sleeping Destination
A place to sleep and with whom they stay can be an indicator of the children’s safety and probable link with their families. 
TABLE- 17
SLEEPING DESTINATION
	S.No
	Sleeping Destination
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	At a relative’s house
	4
	14.27

	2
	At a private house
	4
	14.29

	3
	In the street
	8
	28.57

	4
	Bus stand
	5
	17.86

	5
	At a church
	2
	7.14

	6
	In a mobile house
	3
	10.71

	Total
	28
	100


           Source: Field Survey, 2014
 Majority (nearly 29 percent) of the children slept in the street itself, about 8 percent slept in the bus stand; 14 percent in private homes, 14 percent at relatives’ house, 7 percent in church and nearly 11 percent in a mobile house. It was notable that majority of the children sleeping in the street.
Staying with Shelter
	The following table tells about the children with whom they were sharing their shelter in the street.
TABLE- 18
STAYING WITH SHELTER
	S.No
	 Staying with Shelter 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Alone
	18
	24

	2
	With relatives 
	9
	12

	3
	With friends
	17
	22.67

	4
	With shelter mates
	31
	41.33

	Total
	75
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2014      
 	Majority (41 percent) of the children staying with their shelter mates; 24 percent were staying alone; nearly 23 percent of them with friends and rest 12 percent with relatives. Majority of street children thus, were happy with their shelter mates with whom they were staying in the streets.
Reasons for Parents not Staying with Family
	Table-19 presents the views of the children on reason for parents not living with the family. 
TABLE- 19
REASON FOR PARENTS NOT WITH FAMILY
	S.No
	Reason 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Death
	20
	26.67

	2
	Divorce / separation
	34
	45.33

	3
	Father’s second marriage
	21
	28.00

	
	Total
	75
	100


        Source: Field Survey, 2014
About 45 percent of the children stated the reason for the parents not living with the family was because of divorce/separation; 27 percent due to death and 28 percent due to second marriage. Thus, separation or divorce was the main reason for the children living in the street without their parents.
Reasons for Children Living in Street
	Many international studies have found that the majority of street children left home in order to escape dysfunctional families and lack of present care in the form of neglect and physical and sexual violence. (Price1989).  Factor analysis was used in the present study to identify the various reasons for not staying with their family and whether these reasons can be grouped in terms of composite variable.
	To determine the appropriateness of applying factor analysis, the KMO and Bartlett`s test measures were computed and the results are presented in table.20
TABLE- 20
KMO AND BARTLETT`S TEST MEASURES
	Test measure
	Reasons

	KMO sampling adequacy
Bartlett’s test measures of approximate chi square
Degree of freedom
Significance 
	.650
148.883
105
.001


     Source: Estimation based on field survey
KMO statistics for children not staying with their family was .650 signifying higher than acceptable adequacy of sampling. The Bartlett`s test of sphericity was also found to be significant at one percent level providing evidence of the presence of relationship between variables to apply factor analysis.
	The communalities for each variable were computed to determine the amount of variance accounted by the variables to include in the factor rotation and the results are shown in table. 21.

TABLE- 21
COMMUNALITIES
	S.No
	Reason for Living in Street
	Values

	1
	Family doesn`t Exit
	0.829

	2
	Lack of Feeling of Belonging
	0.829

	3
	Family doesn`t Care for my Presence
	0.759

	4
	Get Rid of Family Restrictions
	0.739

	5
	Discrimination Within the Family
	0.681

	6
	Continues Punishment
	0.656

	7
	Deteriorated Economic Situation of the Family
	0.704

	8
	Domestic Problem between Parents
	0.752

	9
	I was Expelled from the House
	0.825

	10
	I want to be Independent from the Family
	0.755

	11
	My House was Demolished
	0.717

	12
	Maltreatment by Family Members
	0.778

	13
	Bad Economic Situation
	0.739


                  Source: Estimation based on field survey. 
                           Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
All the variables had values greater than 0.50 signifying substantial portion of the variance accounted by the factors. Table.22 present the Eigen values, their relative explaining powers and factor loading for 13 linear components identified within the data set. The Eigen value greater than one another was considered for inclusion in the analysis.













TABLE - 22
REASONS FOR CHILDREN BEING IN STREET
	S.No
	Reasons

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1
	Family doesn`t Exit
	
	
	
	
	.852
	

	2
	Lack of Feeling of Belonging
	
	
	
	.899
	
	

	3
	Family doesn`t Care for my Presence
	
	
	
	
	.831
	

	4
	Get Rid of Family Restrictions
	
	
	.703
	
	
	

	5
	Discrimination Within the Family
	
	.756
	
	
	
	

	6
	Continues Punishment
	
	.787
	
	
	
	

	7
	Deteriorated Economic Situation of the Family
	.735
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Domestic Problem between Parents
	
	
	.661
	
	
	

	9
	I was Expelled from the House
	
	
	
	
	
	.839

	10
	I want to be Independent from the Family
	
	
	
	.840
	
	

	11
	My House was Demolished
	.817
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Maltreatment by Family Members
	.778
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Bad Economic Situation
	
	
	
	
	
	.755

	
	Eigen value
% of variance
Cumulative %
	2.537
16.916
16.916
	2.300
15.333
32.249
	1.971
13.140
45.389
	1.764
11.760
57.149
	1.440
9.602
66.751
	1.369
9.124
75.875


Source: Estimation based on field survey. Extraction method: principal component analysis. Rotation Matrix: Varimax with Kaiser Immortalizations rotation converged in of iterations.
For the sample data, Eigen values of the first six factors alone was greater than one for   children not staying with the family indicating that these factors alone were appropriate for inclusion in the analysis. Six factors together accounted for nearly 76 percent of the variations. Factor 1 had significant loadings for 3 dimensions namely, ‘deteriorating economic situation of the family’, ‘house being demolished and maltreated by family members’. These factors accounted for nearly 17 percent of the variance. Factor 2 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely, `discrimination within the family’ and `continuous punishment’ and explains 15 percent of the variance. Factor 3 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely `get rid of family restrictions’ and `domestic problems between parents’ and explains 13 percent of the variance. Factor 4 had significant loading for two dimensions namely `lack of feelings of belonging’ and `want to be independent’ and explains nearly 12 percent of the variance. Factor 5 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely `family doesn’t exist’ and ` family does not care’ and explains nearly 10 percent of the variance. Factor 6 had significant loading for two dimensions namely `expelled form house’ and `bad economic situation’ and explains 9 percent of the variance. To sum up, the major factors making children to stay in the street were family problems and socio-economic situations. These findings agree with the earlier literature (2009, EDMH), for  the reason enrolled by street living children  in Juba for moving to the streets as mainly lack of parental care and family problems. Hence, the children were staying without their family because of their family problems and lack of parental care.
Monthly Expenditure
To live life children need to spend money on some necessary goods like food, clothing, health etc. The below table-23 explains the monthly expenditure of them.
TABLE- 23
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE ON ITEMS
	S.No
	Monthly Expenditure (in Rs)
	Number
	Percentage
	S.No
	Monthly Expenditure (in Rs)
	Number
	Percentage

	1
	Food
400-600
600-800
800-1000
More than 1000
	
31
11
10
6

	
53.45
18.97
17.24
10.34

	5
	Consumption of Tobacco
50-100
100-150
More than 150
No consumption
	

19
7
6
26
	

15.52
12.07
10.34
44.83

	2
	Clothing
200-300
300-400
400-500
More than 500
	
20
16
13
9
	
34.48
27.59
22.41
15.52

	6
	To parents
200-300
300-400
400-500
More than 500
	
23
18
11
6
	
39.66
31.03
18.97
10.34

	3
	For Health
200-300
300-500
500-700
More than 700
Not spending
	
9
5
3
2
39

	
15.52
8.62
5.17
3.45
67.24

	7
	To Police
50-100
100-150
150-200
More than 200
Not spending

	
14
8
5
2
29

	
24.14
13.80
8.62
3.45
50.00


	4
	For Entertainment
50-100
100-150
More than 150





	

34
17
7



	

58.62
29.31
12.07

	8
	To Toilet and Bathroom
1 rupees
4 rupees
5 rupees
More than 5 rupees
In open ground 
	

6
9
12
2
29

	

10.34
15.52
20.69
3.45
50


Source: Field Survey, 2014
In the present study, 53 percent of the children were spending their money on food amounting to Rs. 400/- to Rs.600/- and 10 percent of them were spending on food more than Rs. 1000/-. For clothing majority (34 percent) of them were spending money between Rs.200/- to Rs.300/- and nearly 16 percent of them were spending on clothes more than Rs.800/-. For keeping their health well 47 percent of them spending between Rs.200/- to Rs.300/- and nearly 11 percent of them were spending on health more than Rs.700/- only. 
For entertainment majority of them (59 percent) were spending between Rs.50/- to 100/- and just 12 percent of them were spending more than Rs. 150/-. Majority of them (59 percent) consumed tobacco spending between Rs. 50/- to Rs. 100/- and nearly 19 percent of them were spending more than Rs.150/- on tobacco consumption. Majority (40 percent) were spending money for taking care of their family members (between Rs.200/- to Rs. 300 /-only) and 10 percent of them were spending more than Rs. 500/-. Forty eight percent of them spending between Rs.50/- to Rs.100/- to give bribes to police officials and nearly 7 percent of them were spending more than Rs.200/- for monthly bribes to police officials for monthly. Forty one percent of them were spending money on utilizing toilet and bath room facility. However, it was noticeable major chunk of their income were spend on food and clothing.

Taking Meal in a Day
	Food is very important for every human to live a life. Table-24 presents details about the children taking meal in a day.
TABLE- 24
TAKING MEAL IN A DAY
	S.No
	Getting Food in a Day
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	One time
	38
	50.67

	2
	Two times
	22
	29.33

	3
	Three times
	7
	9.33

	4
	Nothing is fixed
	8
	10.67

	Total
	75
	100


            Source: Field Survey, 2014
The table shows that, nearly 51 percent of them were taking food just once in a day to fulfill their starvation; 29 percent of them were taking food twice in a day; nearly 11 percent of them didn’t have any opinion about the regular food in a day and 9 percent of the children having food thrice a day. Hence, Majority of the children taking food once in a day, which considering their needs were meager. The government should initiate programme whereby the children are provided. The figure-2 presents the children taking meal in a day.
FIGURE-2


Taking Bath in a Week
	Hygiene and sanitation is necessary for every mankind. The children being in a street should keep themselves clean and hygiene. Table-25 present detail’s on children’s hygiene conditions.  
TABLE- 25
TAKING BATH IN A WEEK
	S.No
	Taking Bath in a Week
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	1 times
	13
	17.30

	2
	2 times
	18
	24

	3
	3 times
	32
	42.70

	4
	Daily
	8
	10.70

	5
	Not fixed
	4
	5.33

	
	Total
	75
	100


           Source: Field Survey, 2014
 Nearly 43 percent of the children were taking bath thrice in a week; 24 percent of them were twice in a week; 17 percent of them were just once in a week; nearly 11 percent of them were taking bath daily and 5 percent of them were not counting about their bathing times. Majority of the children kept themselves clean. The local government should take necessary action to provide them necessary facilities for the children living in the street for their hygiene.
III. WORKING CONDITIONS OF THE CHILDREN
        It was quite natural for us to wonder whether a street child worked all seven days of the week. The general perception that because their living depends on income from work, they would do so. It was also felt that they would not have any support on a non-working day. Children should work to continue to live their life. Table-26 presents the working conditions of the street children. 
TABLE-26
DOING WORK
	S.No
	Work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	58
	77.30

	2
	No
	17
	22.70

	Total
	75
	100


                        Source: Field Survey, 2014
	The present study explores, majority (77 %) of the children was going for work for protecting themselves and their family members and nearly 23 percent of them do not do any work. 
Types of Work
	Street Children are engaged in both hazardous and non-hazardous types of work. Table-27 presents the types of work they are engaged in.  

TABLE- 27
TYPE OF WORK
	S.No
	Type of Work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Non-hazardous
Begging 
Selling items
Maid servants
	
20
22
3
		
34.48
37.93
5.17

	2
	Hazardous 
Cinema ticket blacking
	
1
	
1.72

	3
	No Fixed Job
	13
	22.41

	
	Total 
	58
	100


              Source: Field Survey, 2014
In non-hazardous work category; nearly 38 percent of them were working as street vendors; 34 percent of them were begging in the street and 5 percent of them were working as domestic servants. Only 2 percent of the children were engaged in hazardous job like selling black tickets. About 13 percent of the street children did not have any fixed job. Hence it is noticeably, being the street children they also have to work for feed themselves and for others in the family.

Age of work
Poverty or hunger has the prime factor that forced them to engaged in some work at early year of life. Table.28 gives details about the age of starting work by the street children.
TABLE- 28
                      AGE OF WORK
	S.No
	Age of the Work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	5-7
	22
	37.90

	2
	7-9
	17
	29.30

	3
	9-12
	19
	32.80

	Total
	58
	100


                   Source: Field Survey, 2014
Nearly 38 percent of the children started to work in the early age of 5-7 years; 33 percent of them were worked at the age of 9-12 years and 29 percent were started to work at the age of 7-9 years old. Their poor economic conditions and family problems were the major reason which prompted the street children to start working at a very early age.


Average Daily Wage
To feed themselves and for their family members the children have to work daily. Being children they won’t get any permanent (or) monthly income basis jobs. Table-29 presents average daily wage earned by the children.
TABLE- 29
AVERAGE DAILY WAGE
	S.No
	Average Daily Wage
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Less than 50
	28
	48.30

	2
	50-70
	12
	20.70

	3
	70-80
	7
	12.10

	4
	More than 80
	11
	19

	Total
	58
	100


                 Source: Field Survey, 2014
	 Majority (48 percent) of the children get an average daily wage of less than Rs.50/-; 20 percent of them get Rs.50/- to Rs.70/-; 19 percent of get more than Rs.80/- and rest of the children were earning Rs.70/- to Rs.80/- as their average daily wage. Majority of them were earning less than Rs.50/- in a day. Figure-3 shows the wage distribution of the selected street children.

FIGURE-3



CHI-SQUARE ANALYSIS
In order to investigate the relationship between the gender and working status of the street children Pearson chi square test was done. The null hypothesis framed was:
H₀: Gender is independent of the working status of the street children.
Ha: Gender is not independent of working status of the street children.
The calculated chi-square values are shown in table.30
TABLE-30
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GENDER AND WORKING STATUS OF STREET CHILDREN

	S.NO
	Variable
	Chi-Square Values
	Degree of Freedom
	Asymptotic Significant
	Interference

	1
	Age
	49.818
	4
	.000
	Reject H₀

	2
	Type of work
	22.713
	1
	.000
	Reject H₀

	3
	Early age of work
	41.351
	2
	.000
	Reject H₀

	4
	Daily wage
	64.099
	3
	.000
	Reject H₀

	5
	Harassment 
	71.036
	2
	.000
	Reject H₀


Source: Estimated values
	The study found that there was significant association between working status with gender of the street children. Thus the factors that differentiate the boy from girl street children was their age, type of work, age of entry, daily wage and harassment. 
Insisted to Work
Because of their poor economic family background the children’s were asked to go for work. The below table-31 explain about the people who instigated them.
TABLE- 31
INSISTED TO WORK
	S.No
	Insisted to Work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	No one
	12
	20.70

	2
	Family members
	34
	58.60

	3
	Friends
	12
	20.70

	Total
	58
	100


    Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Majority (nearly 59%) of the children going to work instigated by their family members; while nearly 21 percent of them said no one instigated them to go for work; 21 percent reported that it was their friends who motivated them to go for work. To sum up, family pressure and peer pressure were the major factors which made the street children to take up the job.
Number of Working Days in a Week
 Table-32 presents the number of days the children worked in a week.
TABLE- 32
NUMBER OF WORKING DAYS IN A WEEK
	S.No
	Working Days
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	5 days 
	9
	15.52

	2
	6 days
	23
	39.65

	3
	7 days
	26
	44.83

	Total
	58
	100



                     Source: Filed Survey, 2014 
Majority (45 %) of them were working daily; followed by nearly 40 percent of them working 6 days in a week and 16 percent working 5 days in a week. More than 2/5th of the selected street children worked all days in a week.
Reasons for Working
An attempt was made to identify the factors influencing the children to work. The children were asked to assign ranks to various reasons according to the order of priority, which influenced their intention to work. The ranks were then converted into scores based on Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores calculated are given in table-33. 
TABLE- 33
REASON FOR WORKING
	S.No
	Reasons
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	Economic situation
	44.69
	1

	2
	To be Independent 
	23.38
	3

	3
	I am the only provider for the family
	18.46
	4

	4
	For livelihood
	11.46
	7

	5
	Parental force/ imbibed
	04.54
	8

	6
	For drugs or smoking
	27.54
	2

	7
	For master
	03.62
	9

	8
	For education
	15.15
	5

	9
	For food
	13.15
	6


                        Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014
The major reasons for influencing their intention to work were ‘economic situation’, ‘for drugs or smoking’ and ‘to be independent’. The scores assigned being 44.69, 27.54 and 23.38 points respectively, with the last two factors having more or less equal weights. This was followed by ‘only provider for the family’, ‘for education’ and ‘for food’, the scores being 18.46, 15.15 and 13.15 points respectively. The factors/ reasons which were of least priority were earning ‘for masters’ the score being 3.62. Thus, the desire to work was based on their family socio-economic situations. Hence, the government should take initiatives to improve the socio-economic conditions of the vulnerable group in the society. This will bring down the population of street children.
Prevent From Work
	 Table-34 presents details about whose preventing them from going to work.

TABLE- 34
HINDRANCES IN GOING TO WORK
	S.No
	Prevent from Work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	No one tried to stop me
	37
	63.80

	2
	A Family Member
	2
	3.40

	3
	The police
	19
	33

	Total
	58
	100


          Source: Filed Survey, 2014
In the present study, nearly 64 percent of them expressed ‘no one tried to stop’ them from work; followed by 33 percent who expressed that ‘the police’ personnel tried to stop them from work and just 3 percent who stated that their ‘family members’ tried to stop them. Majority of the children was going to work on their own willingness and to feed themselves.
Reasons for Preventing Children to Work 
	Table-35 shows that reasons for preventing them from going to work.
TABLE- 35
REASONS FOR PREVENTING CHILDREN TO WORK
	S.No
	Reasons 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	For my own well being
	38
	65.60

	2
	To avoid peoples talk
	10
	17.20

	3
	Legal reasons
	10
	17.30

	Total
	58
	100


           Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Majority (66 %) of them opined that they were prevented from work for their own well being; 17 percent stated that it was ‘to avoid peoples talk’ and remaining (7 %) were expressed it as for ‘legal reasons’. There was aware among the street children that it was their own well being which was motivating others from sending them to work. 

Work Accident
	Table-36 presents working accidents suffered by the children. 	
TABLE- 36
WORK ACCIDENT
	S.No
	 Work Accident
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	22
	37.90

	2
	No	
	36
	62.10

	
	Total 
	58
	100


     Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Around 62 percent of the children didn’t have any work accident but nearly 38 percent of them were involved in accident while working. 
Outcome of Accident
	After children met with work accident they became handicapped. Table-37 explains the outcomes of the accidents suffered by the street children.
TABLE- 37
OUTCOMES OF ACCIDENT
	S.No
	Outcomes of Accident
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Became handicapped
	3
	13.63

	2
	Fractures
	17
	77.27

	3
	Disfigurement
	2
	9.09

	Total
	22
	100


            Source: Filed Survey, 2014
About 77 percent of selected children had fractures; nearly 14 percent became handicapped and 9 percent faced disfigurement. Thus accident resulted in fracture for most of the street children.
Medication for the Injury
	Table-38 presents details about medical help obtained after for their injury.
TABLE- 38
MEDICATION FOR THE INJURY
	S.No
	Medication for the Injury
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	6
	27.30

	2
	No
	16
	72.70

	Total
	22
	100


           Source: Filed Survey, 2014
The study found that, only 27 percent of them have got treatment after their accident and 73 percent of them didn’t get any treatment after their accident.



Alternative work
After the children met with accident they became handicapped. They continue to do their present work. Table-39 explains the alternative work or expenses covered by the government or the company.
TABLE- 39
ALTERNATIVE WORK
	S.No
	Alternative work
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Secure a suitable, alternative job
	32
	55.20

	2
	Have the government cover my expenses
	26
	44.80

	Total
	58
	100


Source: Filed Survey, 2014
 Majority of them (55 %) were found alternative job after they have met with accident in present job and nearly 45 percent of them received government aid to cover their medical expenses. 
IV. HEALTH HAZARDOUS OF STREET CHILDREN
Smoking Habits of the Children
TABLE- 40
SMOKING HABITS 
	S.No
	Smoking Habits
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	60
	80

	2
	No
	15
	20

	Total
	75
	100


               Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Eight percent of the children have smoking habit and rest of them didn`t have that habits.

Insured Medically
TABLE- 41
MEDICALLY INSURED
	S.No
	Medically Insured
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	36
	48

	2
	No
	39
	52

	Total
	75
	100


                     Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Majority of the children (52 %) were not insured medically and 48 percent of them were insured. Hence, lack of medical insurance may be because of their poor economic situations.

Physical Impediments
	Table-42 presents the details on street children affected by physical impediments.
TABLE- 42
PHYSICAL IMPEDIMENTS
	S.No
	Physical Impediments
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	9
	12

	2
	No
	66
	88

	Total
	75
	100


            Source: Filed Survey, 2014 
Eighty eight percent of the children have not got physical impediments and 12 percent of them have got physical impediments.
Types of Physical Impediments
TABLE- 43
TYPES OF PHYSICAL IMPEDIMENTS
	S.No
	Types of Physical Impediments
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Deaf 
	3
	33.33

	2
	Dumb 
	1
	11.11

	3
	Blind 
	4
	44.43

	4
	Limbs
	1
	11.11

	Total
	9
	100


    Source: Filed Survey, 2014
 Most of the children (44 percent) were blind; 33 percent were deaf; 11 percent dumb and 11 percent got limbs. The figure-4 presents the type of physical handicap faced by the street children. 
	FIGURE-4	

Type of Diseases
	Living in a street the children were affected by diseases. Table-44 presents type of diseases to which street children were exposed to.
TABLE- 44
TYPE OF DISEASES
	S.No
	Type of Diseases
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Don’t know
	12
	16

	2
	Skin diseases
	16
	21.30

	3
	T.b
	2
	2.70

	4
	Fever
	32
	42.70

	5
	Dental
	13
	17.30

	Total
	75
	100


                 Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Nearly 43 percent of them had fever; 21 percent were affected by skin diseases; 17 percent had dental problems; 16 percent were not aware about their health conditions and remaining 2 percent had tuberculosis. This highlights the need for maintaining environmental hygiene and cleanliness.
Going for Treatment for Diseases
	Table-45 shows the source of treatment for their ailments.
TABLE- 45
GOING FOR TREATMENT 
	S.No
	Source 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Government hospital
	39
	52

	2
	Dispensary
	6
	8

	3
	Someone else
	2
	2.70

	4
	Self-treatment
	12
	16

	5
	No solution
	16
	21.30

	
	Total
	75
	100


               Source: Filed Survey, 2014
	Above, 52 percent of the selected children had treatment in government hospital; 21 percent didn’t take any treatment for their diseases; 16 percent adopted self treatment; 8 percent gone to dispensary and 3 percent of them go for treatment to someone else for their diseases. Hence, availability of the treatment in government hospitals may be the reason for preferring government hospitals for treatment of their diseases.



V. HARASSMENT AND PROBLEMS FACED BY THE STREET CHILDREN
Difficulty during Presence in the Street
	Majority of the children faced problems during their presences in the street. Table.46 shows the problems faced by children in the street. 
TABLE-46
DIFFICULTIES FACED DURING IN THE STREET
	S.No
	Difficulties Faced during in the Street
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Weather condition/natural calamites
	10
	23.80

	2
	Occupational measures
	11
	26.19

	3
	passersby/People
	15
	35.71

	4
	Police harassment 
	16
	38.10

	Total
	42
	100


 Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Majority (38%) of them were faced harassment by police officials; nearly 36 percent of them from by passerby/people; 26 percent of them faced problems due to their occupation and remaining (24%) of them were facing weather/natural calamities during their presence in the street. Government should take necessary action to protect children from harassment by police and public.
Harassment Problems Faced By Street Children
	Children were asked to rank the problems faced by them. The problems were listed and the children were asked to rank these problems in their order of priority. The ranks were then converted into percent position and from the percent position the individual scores were determined on a scale of 100 points by using Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores and the ranks corresponding to each suggestion are presented in the table-47.
TABLE-47
PROBLEMS FACED BY STREET CHILDREN
	S.No
	Problems 
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	 Domestic Problems in my Family
	34.62
	5

	2
	 Problems between the Parents
	80.77
	2

	3
	Unemployment and Free Time
	54.62
	4

	4
	Poverty and Deteriorated Economic Situation
	71.15
	3

	5
	Drugs or Behavioural Problem
	1.15
	1


           Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014
	The major problems faced by the children were ‘drugs or behavioural problem’ (1st rank), followed by ‘problems between the parents’ (2nd rank),’ poverty and deteriorated economic situation’ (3rd rank), ‘unemployment and free time’ (4th rank), and ‘domestic problems in my family’ (5th rank). In short government should take initiative to improve the socio-economic conditions in the society by providing gainful employment to downtrodden people as this will ensure that domestic problems are kept to the minimum.
Reasons for Punishment by Family Members
The street children often faced punishment from their family members. This was explained with the help of factor analysis.
Factor Analysis
	To determine the appropriateness of applying factor analysis, the KMO and Bartlett’s test measures were computed and the results are presented in the table-48
TABLE- 48
KMO AND BARTLETT`S TEST MEASURES
	Test Measure
	Reasons for Punishment

	KMO sampling adequacy
Bartlett’s Test sphericity  of approximate chi square
Degree of freedom
Significance
	.661
24.062
28
.001


  Source: Estimation based on field survey
KMO statistics for reasons for punishing the children in street were .661 signifying higher than acceptable adequacy of sampling. The Bartlett’s test of sphericity was also found to be significant at one percent level providing evidence of the presence of relationship between variables to apply factor analysis.
The communalities for each variable were assessed to determine the amount of variance accounted by the variable to be included in the factor rotations and the results are shown in table-49.
TABLE-49
COMMUNALITIES
	S.No
	Reason for Punishment
	Values

	1
	Punishing without any reason
	0. 790

	2
	For making chaos in the house
	0. 751

	3
	For poor performance at school
	0. 720

	4
	For playing with friends that my family considers as bad company
	0. 721

	5
	For damaging property
	0. 710

	6
	For beating / attacking younger brothers
	0. 794

	7
	For beating / attacking neighbours sons / friends
	0. 723


Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014.Extraction Method: Principal Component  Analysis.
All the variables had value greater than 0.50 signifying substantiated persons of the variance accounted by the factors. Table-50 enlists the Eigen values, their relative explaining powers and factor loadings for 7 linear components identified within the data set.
TABLE- 50
 REASON FOR THE PUNISHMENT
	S.No
	Reasons




	1


	2


	3


	4




	5

	1
	Without any reason
	
	
	.887
	
	

	2
	For making chaos in the house
	
	
	
	.861
	

	3
	For poor performance at school
	.765
	
	
	
	

	4
	For playing with friends that my family considers as bad company
	.819
	
	
	
	

	5
	For damaging property
	
	.752
	
	
	

	6
	For beating / attacking younger brothers
	
	
	
	
	.852

	7
	For beating / attacking neighbours sons / friends
	
	.766
	
	
	

	
	Eigen value
% variance percentage of variance
Cumulative percentage
	1.403
17.542
17.542
	1.236
15.450
32.992

	1.219
15.233
48.225
	1.082
13.523
61.748
	1.057
13.209
74.957


Source: Estimation based on field survey. Extraction method: principal component analysis. Rotation    Matrix: Varimax with Kaiser Immortalizations rotation converged in of iterations. 
The Eigen value of the first five factors alone was greater than one indicating that three factors alone were appropriate for inclusion in the analysis. These factors accounted for nearly 75 percent of the variations for punishing the children in the street. The Kaiser rotated component matrix are presented in table-50.
Factor 1 had significant loadings for two, dimensions namely, ’poor performance at school’ and ‘playing with friends’. These dimensions explained nearly 18 percent of the variance. Factor 2 had significant loadings for two dimensions namely ‘damaging property’ and ‘for beating / attacking neighbours son/friends’ and explained 15 percent of the variance. Factor 3 had significant loadings only one dimensions namely, ‘punishing without any reason’ and explained 15 percent of the variance. Factor 4 had significant loadings for only one dimensions namely, ‘making chaos in the house’ and explained nearly 14 percent of the variance. Factor 5 had significant loadings for only one dimensions namely ‘beating/attacking younger brother/sister’ and explained 13 percent of the variance. To sum up, poor performance in the school, playing with friends, damaging property, beating/attacking younger brother and neighbors son’s/friends and making chaos in the house are the main reasons for punishing the children by their family members. 

Exploitation 
             The children were also exploited by anti-social elements.Table-51 explores the way the children were exploited.
TABLE- 51
FORM OF EXPLOITATION
	S.No
	Exploitation
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Form of exploitation
	47
	62.70

	2
	Prostitution 
	20
	26.70

	3
	Trafficking
	8
	10.70

	Total
	75
	100


  Source: Filed Survey, 2014 
Nearly 63 percent of the children were not exploited by anti-social elements; 27 percent of them were exploited by way of prostitution and remaining were exploited by trafficking.  Thus slightly more than 2/3rds of the children did not face any exploitation. 
Exploitation by Others
The children were exploited by few people in the society. Table-52 presents details on the source of exploitation.
TABLE- 52
EXPLOITED BY OTHERS
	S.No
	Exploited by Others
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Occupational  Force
	10
	35.71

	2
	Police
	8
	28.57

	3
	A Family Members
	5
	17.85

	4
	Relatives 
	5
	17.85

	Total
	28
	100


           Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Nearly 38 percent of them were exploited at the place of their occupation, 29 percent were exploited by police officers; nearly 18 percent were exploited by their own family members and rests 18 percent were exploited by their relatives. Thus exploitation was more rampant at the work place. The below figure- 5 presents the way of exploitation faced by the street children.




FIGURE- 5


Reasons for Exploitation on Children
Table-53 presents the reason for exploitation of children. 
TABLE- 53
REASON FOR EXPLOITATION 
	S.No
	Reasons for Exploitation
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Maltreatment and good care of other family members
	12

	37.50

	2
	Not, or less, buying toys and gifts, as compared to other family members
	4
	12.50

	3
	making me work around the house more than the others
	10

	31.20

	4
	Being given less pocket money than the others
	6

	18.80

	
	Total
	32
	100


 Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Nearly 43 percent of them felt they were discriminated by others. The children felt that the main reason for discrimination against them was maltreatment and good care of other family members (nearly 38 percent); 31 percent felt that doing more works in the house than others in the family; nearly 19 percent felt that pocket money was less compared to other members from the family and nearly 13 percent of them felt not getting any gift or toys from family members compared with other members. Thus, discrimination in the family was the main reason for making these children live in the street. 
Types of Harassment Faced by Children
	Children were facing some harassment during their staying in the street. Table-54 examines the type of harassment they faced.
TABLE- 54
TYPES OF HARASSMENT FACED BY CHILDREN
	S.No
	Type of Harassment 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Physical harassment
	33
	44

	2
	Masters and police officials
	28
	37.33

	3
	Life/health Risk
	14
	18.61

	Total
	75
	100


       Source: Filed Survey, 2014
 Majority (44 %) of the children faced physical harassment; 37 percent risk for their life/health and 19 percent of them faced harassment from their masters and police officers. Thus majority of them faced physical harassment during their presence in the street.
Opinion about Harassment Complaints
	Children were asked to rank their opinion on complaints taken by the police personnel. The opinion were listed and the children were asked to give these opinion in order of priority. The ranks were then converted into percent position and from the percent position the individual scores, were determined on a scale of 100 points by using Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores and the ranks corresponding to each suggestion are presented in table-55. 







TABLE- 55
OPINION ABOUT COMPLAINTS
	S.No
	Opinion about Complaints
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	They ignored the complaint
	95.10
	2

	2
	The complaint is still being processed
	69.23
	4

	3
	The perpetrators were rebuked
	85.00
	3

	4
	The perpetrators were imprisoned
	46.92
	5

	5
	The perpetrators were fined
	96.15
	1


	     Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014
The foremost opinion ranked by the children were ‘perpetrators were fined’ (1st rank), ‘they ignored the compliant’ (2nd rank), ‘perpetrators were rebuked’ (3rd rank), ‘complaint is still being processed’ (4th rank) and the least rank has given ‘the perpetrators were imprisoned’ (5th rank). In short, the children wanted the police officers to take action against their complaint and solve their problems to live peacefully in the street.
VI. RECEIVED CARE FROM REHABILITATION CENTRES
            Fifty three percent of the street children were taken care by Rehabilitation Centre and nearly 47 percent of them did not receive any care by the Rehabilitation Centre. Majority of the street children were taken care by the Rehabilitation Centre. 
Assisted Care by Rehabilitation Centre
	Children were asked to rank the mediators who helped to join in Rehabilitation centers. The mediators were listed and the children were asked to rank these mediator’s in their order of priority. The ranks were then converted into percent position and from the percent position the individual scores were determined on a scale of 100 points by using Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores and the ranks corresponding to each mediator are presented in table.56.
TABLE- 56
ASSISTING CARE BY REHABILITATION CENTRE
	S.No
	Reasons
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	Myself
	68.46
	1

	2
	Immediate family
	43.85
	5

	3
	Relatives
	50.00
	3

	4
	Political
	59.23
	2

	5
	Missionary
	47.69
	4


                                               Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014
The factors motivating their intention to join in rehabilitation centres were ‘themselves’ and ‘political parties’ the scores assigned being 68.46 and 59.23 points respectively. ‘Relatives missionaries’ and ’immediate family members’ were given weight lesser the scores assigned being 50.00, 47.69 and 43.85 points respectively. 
Opinions about Rehabilitation Centers
Children were asked to rank their opinion on the services of rehabilitation centers. The services were listed and were asked to rank these services in their order of priority. The ranks were then converted into percent position and from the percent position the individual scores were determined on a scale 100 points by using Garrett’s rating scale. The average scores and the ranks scores pointing to each suggestion are presented in table.57.
TABLE- 57
OPINIONS ABOUT REHABILITATION CENTERS
	S.No
	Opinions about Services
	Mean Score
	Rank

	1
	Good, but I don’t want to go back there
	54.62
	2

	2
	Good, and I call for supporting it and sending children there
	36.54
	5

	3
	Good, and I want to go back there
	59.23
	1

	4
	They treated me badly
	48.46
	4

	5
	Taking good care
	51.15
	3


Source: Estimates based on field survey, 2014
Children who had received the services of social care centers included ‘good but want to go back’ and ‘good, but not to go back’ and the scores obtained by these factors were 59.23 and 54.62 respectively. ‘Services such as ‘taking good care’, ‘treated me badly’ and Good, and call for supporting and sending children there’ had more or less equal weights, the scores being 51.15, 48.46 and 36.54 points respectively. To sum up that, children need to be taken care by the centers and provided them more facilities like counseling, shelter and employment opportunities.
VII. FUTURE ASPIRATIONS OF THE CHILDREN
Level of Satisfaction 
Table-58 presents details on the satisfaction about their life in the street.

TABLE- 58
SATISFACTION ABOUT LIFE
	S.No
	Satisfaction about Life
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Yes
	12
	16

	2
	Some what
	20
	26.70

	3
	No 
	43
	57.30

	Total
	75
	100


          Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Fifty seven percent of the children were not satisfied with their current situations; 27 percent were somewhat satisfied with their present life and 16 percent were satisfied with their current life.

Dissatisfaction about Life
	The table-59 presents details about the reasons for dissatisfaction about their life in the street.
                                               TABLE- 59
DISSATISFACTION ABOUT LIFE
	S.No
	Reason for Dissatisfaction
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Economic situation
	37
	49.30

	2
	Social problems
	27
	36

	3
	Security situation
	11
	14.70

	Total
	75
	100


        Source: Filed Survey, 2014
Around, 49 percent of them were dissatisfied with their present life because of their economic situation; 36 percent were dissatisfied with social issues they face and remaining (15%) were dissatisfied with their present life because of security problems. Thus, the major reasons for dissatisfaction were economic and social issues of their life. They should feel secure about their life in the street and the society. Figure-6 shows the distribution of street children as the reasons for dissatisfaction.








FIGURE-6



Future Aspirations
Table-60 shows that future plans of the street children.
TABLE- 60
FUTURE ASPIRATIONS
	S.No
			Plans for the Future
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	1
	Leave work and finish my education
	7
	9.30

	2
	Change my field of work
	32
	42.70

	3
	Improve my work
	13
	17.30

	4
	Improve my living standard
	23
	30.70

	
	Total
	75
	100


 Source: Filed Survey, 2014
	In table-60 shows, nearly 43 percent of them were want to change their field of work; nearly 31 percent of them wanted to improve their standard of living conditions; 17 percent of them wanted to improve their present job; 9 percent want to leave the work and finish their education. In short the street children definitely wanted to improve their economic conditions through moving on to a new job/better job and completing their education.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
A Street child is a minor for whom the street has become his habitual abode and who is without adequate protection. They can be found in a large majority of the world's cities, with the phenomenon more prevalent in densely populated urban hubs of developing or economically unstable regions, such as countries in Africa, Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia.  According to the Report from the Consortium for Street Children, a United Kingdom-based consortium of related non-governmental organizations (NGOs), UNICEF estimated that 100 million children were growing up on urban streets around the world. Fourteen years later, in 2002, UNICEF similarly reported, ‘The latest estimates put the numbers of these children as high as 100 million’. More recently the organization added, ‘The exact number of street children is impossible to quantify, but the figure almost certainly runs into tens of millions across the world’. The street children problem is a serious problem at national and state level. They have many issues, and there is a need for greater concern for these people. The present study is an attempt in this direction, which will help understand the socio-economic characteristics of the street children.
Based on these existing works and studies, the researcher would like to analyze the socio-economic status and problems of street children, with a special attention on the dynamic implications of Indian economic growth. The present study summarizes the identified characteristics of street children in selected area of Coimbatore city, and it also documents the dire consequences of street children’s health and development. The present study fulfils the gap in literature as it forms the area in specific study. The study provides an overview of the major forces and social factors that impact the lives of street children. They need to be studied in respect of the family background, parental status, education, health, nature of work, earning, day to day physical and psychological problems encountered by them. This particular part of the study will provide a precise and comprehensive picture of street children in selected area of Coimbatore city. 



Objectives of the study 
· To examine the socio-economic, profile of street children in the city of Coimbatore
· To identify the reasons why children are living in the street
· To study the working conditions and health hazardous of the children
· To explore the rehabilitation status among the children
· To identify harassment and problems faced by the children
· To examine the future aspirations among the children 
Hypothesis off the study
· There is no significant association between working status with gender of the street children
· Domestic problems and economic conditions affects the children’s education level
· Lack of parental care and family problems have impact on the children living in the street 
· Harassment and domestic problems are the major hurdles faced by the street children.
· Opinion on the care of rehabilitation centre was not favourable among the children
· Rehabilitation center was not effective in carrying for the street children
Methodology 
The population of the study consisted of street children residing in Town Hall and Gandhipuram area in Coimbatore city. From these areas 75 samples were selected by adopting incidental purposive sampling technique. The term incidental sampling is applied to those samples that are taken because they are most readily available. The basic assumption behind purposive sampling is that with good judgement and an appropriate strategy one can handpick the cases to be included in the sample and thus develop samples that are satisfactory in relation to one’s needs (Guilford, 1978). Questionnaire was administered to street children within the selected area of the city. Every street child was asked to complete the questionnaire after identifying whether they were in the streets or not.  A total of 75 children were contacted. Data pertaining to the study were collected by personal interview method and were collected by administering a pre-tested interview schedule during the period November 2014 to January 2015.
Techniques of analysis 
Besides averages, percentages and graphs, techniques like Chi-square Test, Garrett’s Rating Scale, Likert’s Summated Scale, Factor Analysis and Cronbach’s Alpha were used.
Empirical Findings
The major findings of the study are summarized below:
Demographic Profile of the Children
· Majority of the street children were in the age group of 11-16 years.
· Majority of them were boy (57%) and the remaining (nearly 43%) were girls.
· The surveyed samples were predominantly Hindus. 
· Nearly 31 percent of the street children only received some form of formal education and while the remaining 69 percent of them have not received any formal education
· Majority (39 percent) of the children have attended the school just for few months, the study found that low level of education among the children were associated with poverty and maltreatment by the teachers.
· Majority (78%) of the children were educated in the government school; followed by government aided school (13%) and rests of them (nearly 9%) were educated in private school.
· The present study found that 69 percent of the street children skipped the classes and the remaining 31 percent regularly attended the classes.
· Majority of the children skip the classes regularly in a week
· The most important factor which influences their intention to skip the classes was ‘afraid of school punishment’ (1st rank) and the factor which had the lowest priority was ‘do not have books and stationary’. Hence, the intention to skip the classes was based on the fear of punishment and lack of awareness about the importance of education.
· From the factor analysis it was inferred that, the main factor that affects the street children education are `domestic problem’ `security condition’ `didn`t enrol in school’ `difficulty in economic condition’ `student mockery’ and `disregard of education’.
Family Background and Living Conditions of the Children
· Nearly 51 percent of the children were living with their family members; while 37 percent of the children did not have any family background and were treated as orphans. Thus, majority of the children do have family living with them in the street. 
· Nearly 55 percent the children revealed that, their head of the family were parents; followed by 23 percent whose head of the family were brother and grandparents. Thus, majority of the children lived with their parents.
· Majority of them spend time begging while they were in the street. Nearly 43 percent of the street children spend their leisure time in the street with their friends/neighbours; about 27 percent them with relatives, 19 percent spend their time alone and rest of the children with their school mates while staying in the street.
· It was notable that majority of the children sleeping in the street and they were happy with their shelter mates with whom they were staying in the streets.
· About 45 percent of the children stated the reason for the parents not living with the family was because of divorce/separation; 27 percent due to death and 28 percent due to second marriage. Thus, separation or divorce was the main reason for the children living in the street without their parents.
· From the factor analysis it was inferred that, the major factors making children to stay in the street were family problems and socio-economic situations. These findings agree with the earlier literature (2009, EDMH), for  the reason enrolled by street living children  in Juba for moving to the streets as mainly lack of parental care and family problems. Hence, the children were staying without their family because of their family problems and lack of parental care.
· The study found that, major chunk of their income were spend on food and clothing.
· Majority of the children taking food once in a day, which considering their needs were meager. The government should initiate programme whereby the children are provided adequate food for their subsistence.
· Majority of the children kept themselves clean. The local government should take necessary action to provide them necessary facilities for the children living in the street for their hygiene.
· Majority (77 %) of the children were going for work for protecting themselves and their family members and nearly 23 percent of them do not do any work.
· In non-hazardous work category; nearly 38 percent of them were working as street vendors; 34 percent of them were begging in the street and 5 percent of them were working as domestic servants. Only 2 percent of the children were engaged in hazardous job like selling black tickets. About 13 percent of the street children did not have any fixed job. Hence it is noticeably, being the street children they also have to work for feed themselves and others in the family.
· Their poor economic conditions and family problems were the major reason which prompted the street children to start working at a very early age and majority of them were earning less than Rs.50/- in a day.
· Chi-Square analysis revealed that there was significant association between working status with sex of the street children. Thus the factors that differentiate the boy from girl street children was their age, type of work, age of entry, daily wage and harassment.
· Family pressure and peer pressure were the major factors which made the street children to take up the job. More than 2/5th of the selected street children worked all days in a week.
· The major reasons for influencing their intention to work were ‘economic situation’, ‘for drugs or smoking’ and ‘to be independent’ and the least priority were earning ‘for masters’. Thus, the desire to work was based on their socio-economic status. Hence, the government should take initiatives to improve the socio-economic conditions of the vulnerable group in the society. This will bring down the population of street children.
· Majority of the children was going to work on their own willingness and to feed themselves. There was awareness among the street children that it was their own well being which was motivating others from sending them to work.
· Around 62 percent of the children have not met with any accident in their work but nearly 38 percent of them were involved in accident while working.
· The major form of accidents was fractures (77%), becoming handicapped (14%) and disfigurement (9%). Thus accident resulted in fracture for most of the street children.
· The study found that, only 27 percent of them have got treatment after their accident and 73 percent of them didn’t get any treatment after their accident.
· Majority of them (55 %) have found alternative job after they have met with accident in present job and nearly 45 percent of them received government aid to cover their medical expenses. 
Health Status of Street Children
· Eight percent of the children have smoking habit and rest of them didn`t have that habits.
· Majority of the children (52 %) were not insured medically and 48 percent of them were insured. Hence, lack of medical insurance may be because of their poor economic situations.
· Eighty eight percent of the children have not got physical impediments and 12 percent of them have got physical impediments.
· Availability of the treatment in government hospitals may be the reason for preferring government hospitals for treatment of their diseases.
Harassment and Problems Faced By Street Children
· Majority (38%) of them faced harassment by police officials; nearly 36 percent from passerby/people; 26 percent from occupation and remaining (24%) from weather/natural calamities during their presence in the street. Government should take necessary action to protect children from harassment by police and public.
· The major problems faced by the children were ‘Drugs or Behavioural Problem’ (1st rank), followed by ‘Problems between the Parents’ (2nd rank),’ Poverty and Deteriorated Economic Situation’ (3rd rank), ‘Unemployment and Free Time’ (4th rank), and ‘Domestic Problems in my Family’ (5th rank). In short government should take initiative to improve the socio-economic conditions in the society by providing gainful employment to downtrodden people as this will ensure that domestic problems are kept to the minimum.
· From the factor analysis it was inferred that, poor performance in the school, playing with friends, damaging property, beating/attacking younger brother and neighbours son’s/friends and making chaos in the house are the main reasons for punishing the children by their family members. 
· Slightly more than 2/3rds of the children did not face any exploitation and exploitation was more rampant at the work place.
· The children faced discrimination in the family which was the main reason for making these children live in the street and majority of them faced physical harassment during their presence in the street also.
· The foremost opinion ranked by the children on the action taken on their complaints on were ‘perpetrators were fined’ (1st rank), ‘they ignored the compliant’ (2nd rank), ‘perpetrators were rebuked’ (3rd rank), ‘complaint is still being processed’ (4th rank) and the least rank has given ‘The perpetrators were imprisoned’ (5th rank). In short, the children wanted the police officers to take action against their complaint and solve their problems to live peacefully in the street.
Received Care from Rehabilitation Centres
· Majority of the street children were taken care by the Rehabilitation Centre. The factors motivating their intention to join in rehabilitation centres were ‘on their own initiative’, ‘at behest of political parties’, ‘relatives and missionaries’ and ’immediate family members’. Since the children joined the centre on their own accord the centre need to be taken care of the children by providing more facilities like counselling, shelter and employment opportunities
Future Aspirations
· Fifty seven percent of the children were not satisfied with their current situations, 27 percent were somewhat satisfied with their present life and 16 percent were satisfied with their current life.
· The major reasons for dissatisfaction were economic and social issues of their life. They should feel secure about their life in the street and the society. The street children definitely wanted to improve their economic conditions through moving on to a new job/better job and completing their education.
CONCLUSION
The condition of the street children in India is worst and without job, shelter, basic necessities and hope. This present study while sketching the life styles of the street children tried to explore the underlying causes of being street children. The common characteristics of the street children were that they came from extremely poor families with or without parents and had to work for their own survival and their families. They were engaged in work from early age and had to work long hours in exploitative circumstances. They had little chances to acquire knowledge and skills for better jobs. The life pattern and poverty of the street children excluded them from the rigid structure of formal schooling, and thus adding to the number of illiterate in the country. The manifold social, physical and sexual abuses that the street children face in their daily lives makes them the most vulnerable group and a serious challenge to the country’s development. Proper nourishment of the children- their education, health care, clothing and housing- should be the first priority in national planning. Hence, there is a need for timely intervention and enriched environment to prevent further damage to the future of these tender lives.





RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following recommendations will be more helpful to ensure proper development and welfare of street children;
· Street children need to be provided essential entitlements such as safe shelters, food, clothing, education, safe drinking water, and sanitation with the help of grass roots organizations, so that the benefits reach the end beneficiaries. 
· Amenities for recreational and health care should be made available for them which will help mental and physical and psychological growth. Their liabilities such as other family members or disabled parents should also be considered and necessary help should be extended.
· Duty bearers such as the Departments of  Education, Women and Children; the TamilNadu Sate Commission for Protection of Child Rights, police, and civil society members need to ensure that street children are protected and work on strategies that can facilitate their rehabilitation and integration into the mainstream, starting with getting them enrolled in schools. 
· Many street children get involved in drugs, sex work, and other activities and are prone to abuse. The government should ensure that appropriate services with doctors, counselors, and social workers are provided to these children. 
· Finally, to bring down the incidence of street children, much larger focused interventions are needed such as better housing plans, inclusive urban development policies, and increased number of boarding schools for poor children in both rural and urban areas
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Appendix

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE AND LIVING CONDITIONS OF STREET CHILDREN IN A SELECT URBAN AREA OF COIMBATORE CITY
I. DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE STREET CHILDREN
1. Name of the respondent:
2. Age:
3. Sex:	Female/ Male
4. Religion:	Hindu/ Muslim/Christian
5. Do you receive education? Yes / no
If yes,In which level of Schooling?
1.Attended only for few months    			2.Attended above secondary class 
3.Attending informal school 			4.Attended for 1-2 years
5.Attending formal school irregularly		6.Attended up to middle school (5th)
7.Attending formal school regularly    		8.Attended up to secondary school (8th)
6.What kinds of School are you in?
i. Government School
ii. Private School
iii. Government Aided School
a) Does your present in the street affect your Education? Yes / No
b) Do you skip classes? Yes / No 
c) How many days do you skip classes in a week?
d) Why do you skip classes? Kindly rank them.
	S. No
	Reason for Skip Classes
	Rank

	1
	To work
	

	2
	I don’t have money
	

	3
	I don’t have books and stationary
	

	4
	I don’t do my homework
	

	5
	I am afraid of school punishment
	

	6
	I am not convinced that I need to go to school 
	


    If no, what are the factors affecting your education? 
	S.no
	Factors Affecting Education
	SA
	A
	N
	DA
	SDA

	1
	I didn’t Enrol in School
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Difficulty in Economic Condition
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Disregard of Education
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Domestic Problem
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Security Condition
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Maltreatment
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Student Mockey
	
	
	
	
	


II. FAMILY BACKGROUND AND LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE STREET CHILDREN 
6. How do you usually spend your time in the street?
a) I loaf / loiter   
b) I play   
c)  I beg   
d)  l work   
e)  I search for work   
f)  I help others.
7. With whom do you usually spend your time in the street? 
a) Alone
b) With relatives
c) With friends/ neighbours
d) With schoolmates
8. Do you have family? If Yes Specify
a) Yes and I live with them
b) Yes but I am separated from them
c) I don’t have family.
9. Who is the head of the family? 
a) Parents
b) Brother/Grand Parents
c) Uncle/Aunt/Relatives
10. Why does one or both of the parents not live with the family?
a) Death 
b) Divorce / separation
c) Father’s second marriage 
11. If you live outside the family, where do you sleep (the alternative)/
a) At a relative’s house 
b) At a private house 
c) In the street 
d) Bus stand 
e) At a church 
f) In a mobile house
12. With whom do you stay in the shelter (the alternative shelter)?
a) Alone 
b) With relatives 
c) With friends
d) With shelter mates 
13. What is the reason for not staying with your Family? 
	S.No
	Reasons
	SA
	A
	N
	DA
	SDA

	1
	Family doesn`t Exit
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lack of Feeling of Belonging
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Family doesn`t Care for my Presence
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Get Rid of Family Restrictions
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Discrimination Within the Family
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Continues Punishment
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Deteriorated Economic Situation of the Family
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Domestic Problem between Parents
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	I was Expelled from the House
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	I want to be Independent from the Family
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	My House was Demolished
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	One or Both Parents Died
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Maltreatment by Family Members
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Bad Economic Situation
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Others Specify
	
	
	
	
	



14. How do you spend your money?
	S.No
	Expenditure
	Amount (in rs)

	1
	Food 
	

	2
	Clothing 
	

	3
	For Health  
	

	4
	For Entertainment 
	

	5
	Consumption of Tobacco 
	

	6
	 To parents 
	

	7
	To Police
	

	8
	To Toilet and bathing
	



15. How many times do you get food in a day?
a) One time
b) Two times
c) 3 times
d) Nothing is fixed.
16. How many times do you take bath in a week?
a) 1 times
b) 2 times
c) 3 times
d) Daily
e) Not fixed
III. WORKING CONDITIONS OF THE CHILDREN
17. Do you face any problem in your family? 
	S.No
	DOMESTIC PROBLEMS
	RANK

	1
	  Domestic Problem in My Family
	

	2
	 Problem between the Parents
	

	3
	Unemployment and Free Time
	

	4
	Poverty and Deteriorated Economic Situation
	

	5
	Drugs or Behavioural Problem
	


18.  Within your family have you / do you feel discrimination against you? Yes /No
19.  In what way do you believe you have been discriminated against?
a) Maltreatment and good care of other family members 
b) Not, or less, buying toys and gifts, as compared to other family members
c)  making me work around the house more than the others 
d) Being given less pocket money than the others 
20. Do you work? 	Yes/No
21. Tick the kind of job you are engaged in,
	Pattern
	Type of Work

	Non-hazardous
	Begging 
Selling item on the street
Maid servants

	Hazardous
	Cinema ticket blacking

	No fixed job
	(specify)



22. How old were you when you started working for the first time? 
23. What is your average daily wage at work (in rs)?
24.  Who made you to work?
a) No one
b) Family members
c) Friends

25. What type of harassment do you face during your work?
a) Physical harassment
b) Physical abuse
c) Sexual abuse
d) Mental harassment
e) Police harassment
f) Master harassment
g) Health risk
h) Life risk
26. Mention the number of working days in a week?________________
Give reasons for working
	S.No
	Reasons for working
	Rank

	1
	Economic situation
	

	2
	Independence form family
	

	3
	I am the only provided for the family
	

	4
	For livelihood
	

	5
	Parental force/ imbibed
	

	6
	For drugs or smoking
	

	7
	For master
	

	8
	For education
	

	9
	For food
	


27. Did anyone tried to stop you from working?
a) No one tried to stop me
b) A Family Member
c) The police
28. In your opinion what was their aim in preventing you from working?
a) For my own well being
b) To avoid peoples talk
c) Legal reasons
29. Have you had a work accident?	Yes/no
If yes, what was the result of the most dangerous work accident you suffered?
a) Became handicapped
b) Fractures
c) Disfigurement
30. Have you been provided with medication for the injury?	Yes/no
31. In your opinion what is the alternative to your present job?
a) Secure a suitable, alternative job
b) Have the government cover my expenses

IV. HEALTH STATUS OF STREET CHILDREN
32. Do you smoke?	Yes/no
33. Are you medically insured?	Yes/no
34. Do you suffer any physical impediments?	Yes/no
35. In what way you are handicapped?
a) Deaf
b) Speaking 
c)  Blind
d) Limbs
36.   Do you think that you have any type of diseases?
a) Don’t know
b) Skin diseases
c) T.b
d) Fever 
e) Dental
37. In case of any diseases where do you go?
a) Government hospital
b) Dispensary
c) Someone else
d) Self-treatment
e) No solution
V. HARASSMENT AND PROBLEM FACED BY THE STREET CHLDREN
38. Do you face difficulties during your presence in the street?  Yes / no
a) Weather condition/natural calamites
b) Occupational measures
c) Passersby/people
d) Police harassment
39. Do you face any kind of punishment by any family members? Yes/No
40.  Do you think there was a reason for the punishment? 
	S. No
	Reason for Punishment
	A
	SA
	N
	DA
	SD

	1
	Without any reason
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	For making chaos in the house
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	For poor performance at school
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	For playing with friends that my family considers as bad company
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	For damaging property
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	For beating / attacking younger brothers
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	For beating / attacking neighbours sons / friends
	
	
	
	
	


41. Have you been subjected to any form of exploitation?
a) Form of exploitation. 
b) Prostitution
c) Trafficking 
42. Who exploited you?
a) Occupation force 
b) Police 
c) A family member 
d) A colleague at work 
e) A relatives
43.  What was the outcome of the last complaint that you filed (the most significant result)? 
	S. No
	Outcome of Complaint
	Rank

	1
	They ignored the complaint
	

	2
	The complaint is still being processed
	

	3
	The perpetrators were rebuked
	

	4
	The perpetrators were imprisoned
	

	5
	The perpetrators were fined
	

	6
	I don’t know
	


VI. RECEIVED CARE FROM REHABILITATION CENTRES
44. Have you ever taken care of by any of the institutions that provide care for           children?   Yes / No.  If yes specify
45. Who assisted you in receiving care at the Rehabilitation Centre? 
	S.No
	Assisted care
	Rank

	1
	Myself
	

	2
	My Immediate Family
	

	3
	Relatives
	

	4
	Political Party
	

	5
	Clergy Men
	


46. How was your experience with the Rehabilitation Centre?
	S.No
	Rehabilitation Centre
	Rank

	1
	Good, but I don’t want to go back there
	

	2
	Good, and I call for supporting it and sending children there
	

	3
	Good, and I want to go back there
	

	4
	They treated me badly
	

	5 
	Taking good care
	



VII. FUTURE ASPIRATION OF THE CHILDREN
47. Are you satisfied with your current situation?
a) Yes, 
b) Some what
c) No 
48. What are the reasons for your dissatisfaction with your life?
a) Economic situation
b) Social problems
c) Security situation
49. What are your plans for the future?
a) Leave work and finish my education
b) Change my field of work
c) Improve my living standard
d) Improve my work



	
AGE OF THE RESPONDENT
2 to 4	5 to 7	8 to 10	11 to 13	14-16	6.7	9.3000000000000007	12	33.300000000000004	38.700000000000003	

GET FOOD IN A DAY (IN %) 
One time	Two times	3 times	Nothing is fixed	50.67	29.330000000000005	9.33	10.67	

AVERAGE DAILY WAGE (IN %)
Less than 50	50-70	70-80	More than 80	48.3	20.7	12.1	19	

TYPES OF PHYSICAL IMPEDIMENTS (in %)
Percentage	
Deaf 	Dumb 	Blind 	Limbs	33.33	11.11	44.43	11.11	
EXPLOITED BY OTHERS (in %)
Occupation force	Police	A family members	A colleague at work	Relatives 	38	26	16	8	12	


DISSATISFACTION ABOUT LIFE (in %)
Economic situation	Social problems	Security situation	49.3	36	14.7	
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