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~ AnnaUnivto get researchpark -

and centres for Al, robotics & loT

Besides 11 new units in the university, govt plans to set up 10 arts colleges; 11 govt engg
institutes to get foreign-language centres to help students pursue higher studies abroad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

HIGHER Education Minister
K Ponmudy on Monday an-
nounced that 11 new centres
— including ones for artificial
intelligence, data science, ro-
botics, and Internet of Things
(IoT) — will be set up at Anna
University with support from
TIDCO and SIPCOT, and 10
new arts colleges will be es-
tablished in Tamil Nadu. He
said this in the Assembly dur-
ing the debate on grants for
his department. ;

Besides, a research park
will be set up at Anna Univer-
sity at a cost of %50 crore, and
a marine sports and tourism
centre will be established at
Alagappa University’s Thondi
campus at a cost of %50 lakh,
the minister said. The govern-
ment also plans to establish
sports facilities at 10
government engi-
neering colleges at a
cost of T80 crore.

To help govern-

“130 cr for new hostels

Hostels will be set up at Alagappa
University, Bharathiar University,
Anna University’s Guindy campus

and Marina campus in the
University of Madras, and
Bharathidasan University’s
Khajamalai campus at a cost of
%131.06 crore, Ponmudy said

Ponmudy announced.

To provide training on
world skills in electrical in-
stallation, industrial controls
and drivers, supervisory con-
trol, data acquisition, and dig-
ital manufacturing, smart
manufacturing technology
centres will be established at
six government polytechnic
institutes at a cost of Z10
crore. The Tamil Nadu Un-
manned Aerial Vehicle Cor-
poration will be expanded ata
cost of %5 crore.

New hostels will be
established at Alagap-
pa University, Bhar-
athiar University,

ment engineering col- Anna University’s
lege students pursue INLIovind GCuindy campus and
higher studies TIME Marina campus in the
abroad, a centre for University of Madras,

foreign languages

will be established at 11 gov-
ernment engineering colleges
at a cost of 11 crore. Besides,
government polytechnic in-
stitutes will offer new courses
~such as apparel design, agri-
culture engineering, and au-
tomobile engineering. At the
government polytechnic in-
stitute in Madurai, a new Pro-
tosem course will be intro-
duced at:.a cost of T2 crore,

and Bharathidasan
University’s Khajamalai cam-
pus at a cost of ¥131.06 crore.
Besides, buildings will be con-
structed at 16 government
arts and science colleges at a
cost of ¥199.36 crore, the min-
ister said. This apart, infra-
structure such as classrooms
and labs will be created at 26
government polyteehnic in-

stitutes and 55 government+

arts and science colleges at a

cost of €200 crore. The depart-
ment has also allocated Z100
crore to improve labs and li-
braries at polytechnic insti-
tutes and colleges.
Anticipating that more
women will join government
colleges due to the govern-
ment’s promise of monetary
aid, the department plans to
establish 10 arts and science
colleges in Tiruchy, Vilup-
puram, Pudukkottai, and
Erode, among other districts.
To enhance the employabil-
ity of BE, BTech and MCA
students, industry skill-based
courses will be introduced at
Anna University with the
help of IBM with financial
support of 6 crore from the
TN Skill Development Corpo-
ration. A degree course in en-
gineering under the Work In-
tegrated Learning model will

.- be introduced, and a new ad-

mission process will be intro-
duced in Anna University and

- its colleges to enable polytech-

nic students to get lateral en-
try to engineering courses.
To enable students in gov-
ernment colleges to pursue
PhD research programmes,
such courses will be started at
10 government arts and sci-
ence colleges, Ponmudy said.
He added that diploma
courses in civil engineering
and a diploma in mechanical
engineering have been intro-
duced in Tamil medium in
Central Polytechnic College,
Chennai, and government pol-
ytechnic colleges at Coimbat-
ore, Madurai, Tiruchirappalli
and Nagercoil from 2022-23.

'The cad. ;
km a day till April 28.

Strongly resist
Shah’s agenda
of imposing
Hindi: Alagiri

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

TAMIL Nadu Congress Com-
mittee (TNCC) president KS
Alagiri on Monday said the
Union government is trying
to impose Hindi on non-Hindi
speaking States. He said this
while flagging off a pada yat-
ra by 56 Congress cadre from
Coimbatore to: Chennai to
condemn thé fueliprice hike.
Commenting on Home Min-
ister Amit Shah’s remarks
that Hindi should be the link
language, he said, “Amit Shah
made the remarks with an in-
tention to make Hindi the na-
tional language. He is trying to
impose Hindi on other States.
We strongly oppose his agen-
da. Congress is not against
any language but we oppose
imposition of one language.
Let people decide what lan-
guage they want to speak.”
He said the cadre will walk
550 km from Coimbatore to
Chennai condemning the Un-
ion government for not reduc-
ing the fuel price hike. “To
reduce the price, the govern-
ment should bring petrol, and
diesel under GST,” he added.
re will walk up to 30




