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Chennai: To strengthen ex-
: isting Swayam online cour-
i ses and to identify areas to
: offer new courses, Universi-
: ty Grants Commission
: (UGC) is conducting the de-
: mand-based mapping exer-
: cise for the upcoming July
¢ 2026 semester.

: Itaskedall theuniversiti-
es to examine the university
curriculum against the list
of available Swayam cour-
ses and provide inputs on
the existing gaps.

: “This exercise will enab-
i le effective planning and fa-
i cilitate the offering of cour-
: sesthatarebestaligned with
; thespecificrequirements of
! universities,” UGC said in a
: circular to all universities
: onMonday.

The universities were as-
ked to give details such as
: mapping the Swayam cour-
: sewith the university curri-
¢ culum, credit requmemen$
: choice of language suitable
: for the Swayam course, and
i coursesrequired but not av-
: ailable on Swayam. These
¢ details should be given befo-
: reMarchl0.

5 As of now, the portal of-
fers more than 18,000 cour-

ses prepared by more than.

1,000 faculty members from
across the country. Recently,
UGC allowed educational in-
stitutions to prescribe up to
40% of courses online to stu-
dents.

: Chennai colleges said
! the Swayam portal needs to
: have more online courses in

emerging areas.

“Online courses are part
of our syllabus. We encoura-
i gestudentstotake online co-
: urses. As of now, there are
including in

The universities were
asked to give details

such as mapping the :
Swayam course with the :
university curriculum,
credit requirements,
choice of language :
suitable for the Swayam :
course, and courses :
required but not

available on Swayam
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language courses and some
emerging areas such as
blockchain and data scien-
ce,” said Lilian Jasper, prin-
cipal of Women'’s Christian
College.

Some colleges said the
online course schedule and
assessments were not alig-
ned with their academic
schedule.

“The online courses sho-
uld aim to address the gaps
in the curriculum and in in-
dustryneeds.

As of now, many courses
are focused on dissemina-
ting knowledge in that do-
main,” another principal of
acity college said.

“This mapping exercise
will help the UGC address
the existing gaps in the onli-
ne courses and make them
more relevant to colleges
and universities,” said P Du-
raisamy, former vice-chan-
cellor of the University of
Madras.




