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Percy Jackson and the Lighming Thief and the Power of Guidance: A Tale of Empowerment and

Inclusivity

Devika Kakkat
and
Chitra Sivasubramaniam
Abstract

The dichotomons culture of postmodern society stereotvpes and classifies one another based on
limitations, disabilities, and social statwre. Rick Riordan, in his children s fantasy novel Percy Jackson and
the Lightning Thiel (2005), a retelling of Greek mythology, highlights the need for social trangformation
and the dismantling of constructive notions of newrodiversity like attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) and dyslexia. The paper probes the judgmental atfitudes of society and its influence on
such “disabled” children from a postmodern angle by analysing the different spheres of experience of the
protagonist Percy Juckson, a dvslexic demigod, who embarks on a journey of self~discovery. It examines
how Perey s experiences in the different spheres ofhis life — home, school, and Camp Half-Blnod contribute
fo the development of his self~confidence. The paper also discusses the rele of parents in shaping children s
reading habits, and the inclusion of the series in corriculum to promote inclusive literature, where teachers
and librarians can foster critical thinking and the values of awareness of disability and inclusivity among
students. It underscores the transformative power of Hievature, particularly, mythological retellings 1o
challenge stereotypes and inspire understanding among children, therehy, empowering individuals with

disahilities by paving the way for an empathetic and equitable society.

Keywords: Disability, Reading, Dyslexia, Mythologies, Retelling, [dentity.

Mythological retellings are a fuscinating trend in the fantasy genre. They bridge the gap between the past
and the present and serve as a vehicle for the transmission of social norms and values, ushermg positive
changes in today’s society, where there 12 a growing awareness of the importance of diversity and
meclusivity. which melodes recognismyg and valuing the experiences and abilities of individuais with
disabilities. The topic of disability is no longer relegated to the margins, bul has moved (o the forefront of
social discourse, where the understanding and embracing of the experiences of disabled mdividuals is

crucial for building a more equitable and empathetic soctety. Anna Krenz in her article, “Modemn Myths:
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Rewriting the Old into the New™ (2017) notes how the society devises innovative methods ol storytelling
using old concepts to weave new tales with myths that °, . . have stayed around for decades, centuries even.
These stories tend o get recycled often, but there's always an interesting, new twist out there they can be
given. The most well-known mythologies are those of Ancient Greece and Rome . . ." (Krenz 2017, np).
Furthermore, Tka Willis in the article, “Amateur Mythographies; Fan Fiction and the Myth of Myth” stares
that even though mythical retellings revolve around ‘the characterization of classical gods and heroes’. they
fit into ‘contemporary fictional and psychological norms’ (Willis 2016, p. 9).

Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief (2005) is a postmodern retelling of Greek myths,
which investigates the marginalisation of children with dyslexia and ADHD: Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder. The postmodem society is judgemental m its vtilisation of socially constructed
dichotomies of “self” and “other"”. “normal” and “abnormal”, and “usual” and “‘unusual™ while referrnyg to
the neurotypical and nevrodivergent individuals, Stereotypical words are unknowingly assimilated within
the language utilised by the individuals and eventually the society as a whole, which as Jean Francois

T

Lyotard in “Answering the question: what is the posimodemn?” states, are “diachronies within organic
totalities” {Lyotard 1984, p. 3). It is essential to revise the stereotypical images. classifications, and
judgmental attitudes toward individuals by revisiting myths in order to contribute to global mclusive living

as 1t urges the public 1o become aware that certan sections of society are perpetually marginalised.

Anne Waldschmidt et al. in Cullure - Theory - Digability: Encounters between Divability Studies and
Cultural Studies (2017), emphasise that the inception of the *social model of disability” in the late 1970s

has altered society’s comprehension of disabilities. The model stresses that disabilities are social constructs:

Basically, it implies three assumptions. First, disability is a form of social inegquality and disabled
persons are a minority that is discriminated against and excluded from mainstream society, Second,
impairment and disability need o be distinguished and do nol have a causal relation; it 18 not
impairments per se which disable, but societal practices of *disablement” which result in disability.
Third, it is a society’s responsibility (o remove the obstacles that persons with disabilities are facmg
(Waldschmidt et al. 2017, pp. 20-21).

Studies have been conducted on various perspectives of disabilities and myths in the select work. Miles
Beauchamp and Alijandra Mogilner's research article, “Disabled Literature—Disabled Individuals in
American Literature: Reflecting Culture(s)” (2010), claim that disabled characters in American literature
are frequently featured ag the “other” and are exploited to inspire pathos, dread, and hatred, which influence
the society's perspective of the differently-abled. It expresses optimism that if portrayed appropriately in
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fiction, readers will look at the disabled as individuals and not as the “other”. Mugijatna Mugijaina et al. in
the paper, “Rick Riordan’s Intention in Writing Percy Jackson and the Lighining Thief and the Reception
of the Readers” (2014) use Paul Ricoeur's hermeneutic analysis to investigate how readers respond to
Riordan’s depiction of Greek mythology in the novel. Yunita Putri’s paper. “Persecus “Percy” Jackson: The
Re-invention of Mythological Characiers in Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief™ (2013)
explores cultural studies, intertextual perspectives and analyses the archetypal figures in the novel. A
comprehensive study of the unique portrayal of Percy and the misinformed representation of other
characters in Riordan’s fantasy-adventurs novels are found in Sydney M. Chinowsky’s “This ain’t
Odyssens ' Odvssey ™! The Radical Inclusion of Disabilily in Rick Rigrdan’s Fantasy Novels (2019). It
highlights that both readers and writers benefit from leaming more about creating characters with
disabilities without exceptionalising, pathologising. or objectifying them. Katelyn Colleen Ballum’s
Disabled [Terges: Disabilities in Rick Riordan s Greek and Roman Retellings (2022), delves into Riordan’s
positive portrayal of people with neurodiversity like ADHD and dyslexia. Hence, a number of studies
highlight the importance of Riordan®s work in bringing a positive perspective to the differently-abled, but
the brief literature review indicates that text has not been explored using postmodern notion of disability,
which ig eritical to challenge the society’s negative assumptions en disability, and the strategies that can
employed by adults in helping young readers become better at handling the stereotypical notions that

surround neurodiversity.

The paper deals with a comprehensive analysis of the select novel to emphasise Riordan’s postmodem view
on disabled individuals and deconstruct the term “disability”. Riordan avoids academiciam in the novel w
eliminate the grandeur and authorilarian nature of the ancient mythology, making i relatable 1o
contemporary readers as the novel 15 set in modemn-day America, where an ordinary hero deals with
extraordinary mythical adventures. The interiexiual references in the story grab the attention of readers.
enabling them to identify the issue discussed within the fictional reality of the text. The novel illustrates
that children with disabilities are differently-abled, but not different. who can succeed once they recognise
their ability against the background of a social and family setting where they are welcomed and encouraged
to be themselves. To help his son Haley Riordan inaprove his low self-confidence and come to ferms with
himself. the author constructs the universe of reimagined mythical chamacters with supernatural abilities. In
the ariicle, “The Leaming-Disabled Hero™ (20035) Riordan elaims:

To date, The Lightning Thief is being published in seven languages, and the film version is
underway. I've gotten a flood of appreciative emails from readers, many of them ADHD/dyslexic

kids who usually dislike reading. It's tremendously gratitying, and vet the book remains a very
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personal story from a father 1o a son. Like the Greek stories of old, The Lightning Thief s an atterapt
to explain a natural phenomenon — a myth te help my son make sense of who he is. (*The Learning-
Disabled Hero | Rick Riordan® 2005, np)

The sketching of the protagonist, Percy Jackson in the series as a neurodivergent demigod with distinctive
abilities stemiming from his dyslexia and ADHD is a unique twist on the claszical archetypal hero, and it
allows readers, both children and young adults. to connect with a here who faces challenges that resonate
with those who undergo similar disabilities. The significance of Percy's character lies in the ability to
challenge stereotypes and misconceptions about dyslexia and other disabihities as his journey of self-
discovery and acceptance reflects the real experiences of children with disabilities. The portrayal of Perey
challenges the societal norms of “normal” and “abuormal” by showeasing that individueals with
disabilities possess their own set of strengths and redefines what 1t means to be “different™,

The life of the protagonist Peroy Jackson and the perspectives of others around him have been categorised
into three spheres to provide insight into the different facets of his experience: home, school, and Camp
Half-Blood. Percy is a twelve year-old dyslexic boy with ADHD born to his human mother, Sally Jackson
and the Greek sea god, Poseidon, and lives unaware of the fact that he is a demigod. Soon after the birth of
Percy. Poseidon abandons Sally and the new bom child; and Sally marries Gabe Ugliano, the abusive
stepfather. At home. Percy’s mother is aceepting and Joving, in contrast to his obnoxious stepfather, who
treats hirmn as the "other” from a young age, causing Percy to hattle with identity crizis and low self-esteent.
He is influenced by others” negative impression that he is & troublesome child with a leaming disability,
which 15 evident from his thoughts about a conversation he has with his mother: “What was so great about
me? A dyslexic, hyperactive boy with a D+ report card, kicked out of school for the sixth time in six years’
(Riordan 2008, 21). Percy’s mother sends him (o Yancy Academy, which is a privaie boarding school “for
troubled kids”, with the hope that Percy will have a better future (Riordan 2008, p.1).

Percy consistently feels oul of place in school and internalises the idea of being “differeni™ as lus classmates
bully and taunt him, mstlling a strong fear of alienation in him. The incident of Percy being bullied draws
atlention o the marginalisation of differently-abled kids by therr own peers. His difficulty in
accommodating anywhere instils a constant search for belonging i him.

Percy's Latin teacher, Mr. Brunner — the legendary Greek centaur Chiron, the wise teacher of heroes, healer,
and prophet is the only person who comforts Percy by feeding him positive thoughts. Brunner masquerades

as an ordinary teacher in a wheelchair to protect Percy from fatal monster attacks. Ile expresses his

optimism about Percy, by saying that *What you learn from me . . . is vitally important. [ expect you to treat
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it-as such. [ will accept only the besi from you, Percy Tackson' (Riordan 2008, p. 7). It counters with the
self~image that Percy gieans from the society, helping him to realise the need to develop self-confidence

and not tet others to diminish his worth,

Percy gets a taste of his supernatural “otherness™ when his class his taken on a field trip led by Brunner to
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City to see the exhibition of ancient Greek and Roman
artefacts (Riordan 2008, 1). Durmg the frip. a student makes fun of Percy’s best fiend Grover, who
according to Percy is “crippled...because he had some kind of muscular disease in his legs’, bul is a satyr
disguised as a human using fake feet, ordamed with the duty of protecting Percy (Riordan 2008, 3). While
trving to defend Grover from the bully, Percy accidentally channels his power to control water, which he
inherits from his father and hurts the bully, Subsequently, one of the teachers — Mrs. Dodds, a Fury
(punisher from the Underworld) in disguise. attacks him, followed by other monsters and Percy is shified
to Camp Half-Blood, the refuge for demigods, for safety. 11 is the third sphere of his life where the ques!

for his identity comes to a close.

Percy learns of his demigod identity from his peer demigods and comes to know that all of them are
diagnosed with ADHD, which grants thern increased batilefield reflexes, and dyslexia, which enables them
to read ancient Greek (Riordan 2008, 88), In Camjp, Percy proves his mettle in a game, after which Poseidon
claims Percy as his son. However, Percy feels even more alienaied from his fellow campers as he is the
first to be identified as the son of Peseidon in Camp. Tt is also revealed that his existence is a violation ot
an oath made seventy vears ago by the “Big Three” — Poseidon; Zeus, the king of the gods and god of the
skcy; and Hades, the god of the Underworld, to not have any more mortal children as, according to an old
prophecy, an Elder God's child who reaches sixteen years of age will either be ihe cause of doom or the
preservation of Olympus, the heavenly abode of the Olympians.

Percy’s troubles increase when a fellow ¢amper, Luke Castellun, the son of Hermes, the messenger god,
frames him for stealing Zzus’ lighiming bolt, the most powerful weapon. The blame on Poseidon’s son
results in the conclusion that Poseidon 1z after Zeus” throne, which cavses a rift among the brothers and
calls for a war among the gods. It is after Perey sets on an adventurous quest by deflealing monsters and
overcoming lhe treacherous schemes of gods to find the lightning boll. restoring it to its nghtful owner and
preventing a disastrous war with the potential to end the world that he embraces s identity as a denugod,
as opposed o that of a socially construcied weakling. Percy begins to perceive his impairment as vital to
his identity,
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The joumey of Percy, the hero 15 alse the postraodern notion of Joseph Campbell’s narrative deseription of
the journey of a classic hero that he terms as “Monomyth”. In today’s society, where the emphasis is
increasingly placed on inclusivity and diversity. narratives that feature characters overcoming challenges
like dyslexia provide a powerful message of empowerment. Percy’s journey demonstrates that having a

learning disability does not define one’s potential or Hmit their ability to achieve greammess.

The significance of narratives like Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief becomes even mors pronounced
in a society that is striving to be more inclusive. The novel challenges stereotypes and encourages readers,
both voung and old, to look beyond the surface difference and perceive the unique strengths of individuals.
for neurodiversity must neither be shunned not stigmatised in an era where inelugivity is a key value and
narratives of melusivity have the potential {o reshape societal attitudes towards disabilities and differences.
Percy’s journey 1s not solely about overcoming external obstacles, but also about self-acceptance and
empowerment, where his character development underscores the importance of recognising one's unique
abilities and embracing them as sources of strength. which is a message particularly relevant for children
with disabilities, who may struggle with self~esteem and self-confidence issues. Percy’s life is testimony
that one must choose one's path to self-transformation by tising against their prejudices and overcome
mnternal and external hindrances.

The journey thraugh all three spheres of Percy’s life helps him in developing the self-confidence that was
absent in him until he finds the truth about his identity, which 13 an essential quality to be developed within
children who are differently-abled. Percy’s mother. teacher, and friends play a huge role in his life to help
him realise his goals and achieve greatness in life. Simiarly, adults — parents, teachers. and librarians, and
peers prove to be erucial in the life of children and young adults as they aid them to achieve their goals and
succeed in life by helping children using literature ag a tool. They can select the right book for their children,
which is centerpiece in reading, so that appropriate literature reaches readers in the right age group
according to the subject and themes dealt with. As adults are former children who write for children, they
have the power to determine how far boundaries might be set in reading; they are beth champions or
visionaries and even obstructionists with the capacity to manipulate a narrative, They also read children’s
fantasy literature as a revisitation of the simplicity of their childhood to satiate nostalgic memories and
reading children’s literature showcases their longing for a childhood, which makes their book choices for
children genuine and not manipulative. One of the remarkable aspects of the series in featuring a character
like Percy Jackson is the ahility to bridge generational gaps. Such stories that portray realistic issues are

enjoyed by children, teenagers, and adults alike, providing common ground for family discussions where
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parents and children to engage in conversations about important themes like identity, acceptance, and the

value of uniqueness,

Parents can sel a posttive example to children by reading the series themselves and when the children see
their parents enjoying books. they are more likely to develop a love for reading. Reading the books aloud
to children helps reluctanl readers to get started on their journey of reading. The shared experience of
reading and discussing the stories can strengthen family bonds and promote mutval understandmg,
Discussions about the story, characiers, and themes post reading, and asking open-ended questions instils
critical thinking in children at home. Parents can also read to children at home as part of the daily routine,
which will help in reducing the screen time of children and free up more opportunities for them to read.
They may take their children to visit local libraries on weekends or on other holidavs and let children choose
books they ars mterested in. and participats i library events and programs.

Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief is an educational tale that can ignite children’s passion in reading,
encouraging them to explore other literary works and broaden their horizons for which teachers and
librarians, as they are the major stakeholders in encouraging reading at schools, can adopt practical
measures and sirategies. Strategies are undertaken by teacliers al schools to make learning in ¢lassrooms
more interesting. Pauline Skowron Schmidt in the amicle, “Carpe Libruom: Seize the (YA) Book: Literary
Slipstream: Using Contemporary YA Fiction to Connect Students with the Canon™ (2014) writes that
students who are academically inclined avoid reading canonical works with no room for marginalised
voices during their free time: which indicates a disconnect between reading in a literature classroom and
personal reading habit. The importance for the inclusion of children’s/YA texts like Perey Jackson and the
Olympians in academic curriculum becomes relevant to engage students in books that discuss universal
themes that illustrate °. . . the complex nature of stories, characters, and subjects to [children’s or] YA
literature’ that are ‘relevant . . . and therefore more likely to overcome resistance to “school books™
(Schmidt 2014 p.135; Crowe 1998, p. 122). Incorporating literature like Percy Jackson and The Lighming
Thief into curricula can provide teachers with a valuable tool for teaching empathy, diversity. and disability
awareness. Teachers can give the students a backsround of the Greek mythology, help students analyse
Percy Jackson and the Lighming Thief and allow them to feel comfortable with the plot, setting, and conflict
of the series and connect with the characters. They can help students form an impression about the character,
in this case, the protagonist, Percy, that includes his name, the school he attends, and his emotional status,
for *. . .good teachers give students the opportunity to become invested in an assigned novel” (Sans-Henke
2012, 73). The opportunity to choose what they like and do not like will make them feel free to choose

(Sans-Tlenke 2012, p. 73).
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Teachers can conduet role-plays in elassrooms and make vse of digital literacies like ereating blogs o
record their experience of reading books, giving students the impression of creating something, Such
practices and assignments provide opportunitiss for in-depth discussions and critical analysis that will
encourage students to think critically about societal norms and challenge them to question stereotypes.
Teachers may ensure student participation in classrooms by asking the "High achieving students in [their]
class [to] dissect [texts] for the literary elements contained within the pages. Proficient students will be able
1o make text-to-self connections. Finally, struggling students will benefit because they will be able to read
and understand the story line easily enough to truly enjoy the book, something that they often aren’t able
to do with the classics® (Roberts 2013, p. 90). The topic of disability. as explored in Percy Juckson and the
Lightning Thief has the potential to inspire inclusivity and understanding among readers. Children and
young adults who engage with Percy’s story can develop empathy for those who experience learning
differences, which can extend to their interactions with peers, fostering a more accepting and supportive
environment, Similarly, ereation of book clubs in schools will also allow students to read and discuss the
series collectively, promote peer engagement, critical thinking, and a sense of community for *

Adolescence is & time of intense identity formation, and students need powerful books that speak directly
to them” (Letcher 2013, p. 92). Additionally, inviting authors like Rick Riordan to participate in virtual
author visits where students may be allowed to engage in meaningful discussions with authors can spark

enthusiasm for reading and writing among students.

Meaningful discuszions can also be prompted by librarians in school libraries as they can ensure the
reaching of right books inte the right hands by collaborating with children’s publishing houses, and reading
rooms. Just like authors, editors, and publishers are *. . . protectors—aor spectators—of childhood’, librarians
are the gatekeepers with their shrewd perspectives, who are *. . . not simply minding the aesthetic qualities
of writers’ narratives; they believed they were guarding the realm of make-believe that could take root ina
child’s eager mind" (Encisco et al. 2010, p. 256). School libraries may make novels like Percy Jackson and
tie Lightning Thiefeasily accessible to students and encourage students for multimodal learning where they
can engage with the series through various mediums, such as audiobooks, graphic novels, and interactive
online platforms. Teachers and school librarians can collectively organize Percy Jackson-themed reading
events, where parficipants can engage in activities related to the series. Therefore, by implementing the
measures and strategies, parents, teachers, and libraries can collsctively create an environment that fosters
& love for reading in children and young adults, promoting crifical thinking, creanvity, and a lifelong

appreciation tor hiterature, particularly through Percy Jackson and The Lighting Thief.
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In the modern education system, wherein °. . . reading has becomes synonymous with decoding,
comprehension, and identification—not interaction’, Riordan lavs the foundation through Percy Jackson
and The Lightning Thiefto change the society’s totalising perception of disability and the differently-abled
by not providing any cohesive. unified. or consistent method of viewing his tdentity. but through the
portrayal of a postmodemn hero who embarks on 4 joumey of self-inguiry to aceept his identity and
uniqueness as a source of sirength (Goldsmith 2016, p. 111). Percy Jackson's enlightenment is the self-
acceptance of his unique abilities despite the effects of his dyslexia and ADHD. The novel and the
protagonist hold great significance. particularly in the context of disabled children and gstablish emotional
connection with the readers with its realistic portrayal. It showeases how literature, through mythological
retellings, can be a powerful medium for challenging stereotypes. promoting empathy, and fostering
inclusivity. The character of Percy Jackson represents a unique opporfunity to inspire understanding and

acceptance among readers of all ages.
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Editorial
Towards an Affective Cultural Studies
Akshaya Kumar

Cultoral Studies as a project of interdisciplinarv research continoes
to thrive But ifs journev in the last half a century has been a saga of
strategic shifts and remarkable critical revisions. What starfed as a
project on the side-lines of “humanist” literature departments. tormed
out to be a compulsive pedagogical and research need of the pew
zcholars. And right from the 1960s to the 1990s, 3 wide array of
critical theonies — from postcolonialism to ferunism — were taken
onboard within the capacions scope of the project to foreground
primarily the politics of representation m all kinds of cultural texts —
low or high. The vniversalist claims of knowledge and literature were
challenged, and it led to what, at timses, is dramatically described as
‘epistemic viclence®. When the decibel level of identarian warfare
reached levels of lunacy, Coltural Studies as a project re-discovered
itself as 1t began to question the sovereign mstromentality of human
reason. The post-humanist turn, post-90: scusht to usher in a
cooperative framework of cognition in which the human and the non-
human partictpate through affectrve tentacular networks. The issues
of caste, race, gender, and nation remaln importamnt, but the
impending concern about the very survival of human bemgs as a
species in the age of the Anthropocene necessifates a planetary
expansion of honzons that takes into sweep the entire earth with all
its species in a non-hierarchal framework of cosmopolitan co-
existence The papers included in this 1ssue of the dialog, in a way,
form an enabling epistemic, ethical and latelv entological coordinates
of thiz ongeing joumney of Cultural Studies.

In the opening paper of the issue, Thilam Chattaraj through a
close textual reading of Sudeep Sen’s latest poetry collection Red

* Professor, Department of Foslish and Cultural Studies. Panjab
Iniversity, Chandigarh



hints towards the emergence of what she terms as “geo-humanities” —
an offshoot of new cultural materialism  The rock fossils. the
grasslands, the wildlife sanctuaries hitherteo perceived as docile,
paszive wild backdrops participate in the act of meaning-making as
affective eco-scapes of mtra-action. Sen emerges as a poet of
‘creative geography” and its palimpsest textualities. The coloor ‘red’,
mrespective of its religious, ideclogical or civilizational connotations,
emmerges as a primal instinct of affect that overwhelms the poetinto a
thapsody of oneness with the visceral surroundings. Akhil Eatval
through his part-autobiographical, part-academic write-up, iries o
map out the possible pedagogy of creative writing both mside and
outside the scope of the classroom. As the students are exposed to a
diverse range of prescribed literary texts, dealing with a plethora of
emotions, the potentially creative students hamess these resources to
their advantage. Akhil postulates the concept of 2 “bibliography of
affect’ to suggest the pessible role of creative pedagogy. Instead of
building a sharp polarity between academics and creative writing, he
draws upon the happy and productive complementarity of the two
faculties. sites and practices.

In a co-anthored paper Shvam Sundar Pal and Ananyva Ghoshal
explore the relationship of the human with the non-human through a
close reading of Tagore™s story Samapti (1883) and its adaption into
a movie by Satyvajit Ray through a crtical framework provided by
Tagore himself in his collection of essays Palliprafiti (rural nature).
Mnnomovee, the voung gul m the story, 15 poriraved in ferms of
intimate non-homan attnbuotes, and Ray picturizes her m the company
of a rodent chipmunk whom she befriends and protects like an
adopted baby. Invoking the concept of ecological grief the authors
reveal the pangs of hiatus between nature and human beings. In
another paper, drawing on the concepts of minality, and its inter-
structural’ anti-structoral dvnamics as propounded by anthropologist
Amold van Gennep in The Rites of Passage, Medha Devi through a
reading of Avinuo Kire's folk fantasy novel Where the Cobbled Path
Leads (2022, set in Nagaland, brings into focus the role of the space
of forest as a catalytic affective presence in tranmsforming the
protagonist and people who inhabit it Liminality 15 seen as a web of
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transition, a state of profound indeterminacy in which an individual
navigates across human and nop-homan actors to undergo
transformations.

Sanvogita Smgh studies Grabam Swift's Waterlond as a text
which, o significant ways, anticipates the concept of
spacetimemattering as posited by Karen Barad in her seminal work
Mesziing the Universe Halfway. The approach to understanding the
dynamics of space in terms of intra-active entanglements of space
and time brings philosophical rigour to the paper. Toys are not just
playvthings; they provide an affective jov of companicnship. As
Cultural Studies takes a spatial turn, it takes into its critical stride the
study of places and terntories as affective sites of experiences and
emotions. Vanya Jaiswal employvs the framework of conntervisuahty,
as theorized by Mirzoeff to decode the making of a sacred
cosmopolis called Waranasi or Banaras through a reading of
Kashinath Singh™s controversial novel Eashi ko Assi Chetna
Karnani"s paper zeroes in on Bombay as a third-space located
between dvsiopia and utopia. Her chosen text of analysis 1s Bajmder
Singh Bedi's film Dasiak Simrat Khurana in her paper, makes an
aftempt to offer the cultoral history of Punjabi literary magazine
Preetlari Emnciating the conceptnal contours of the magazine, she
explains how the edifor of the magazine Gurbaksh Singh goes on to
build a township Preetnagar based on the prnciple of
cosmepelitanism and love. The magazine and the corresponding
township generate a unigue affectrve synergy of cohabitation,

Some of the papers included in the present issue continue to
engage with the pressing wssues of the Foucauidian power-knowledge
relationship. Using the theories of Pierre Bourdieu of social captal
and ideas of Roland Barthes on contra-censorship, Uday Khanna
reads Surendra Verma™s play Aatfva Sarg as a text implicated in the
eternal questions of censorship and hegemony, and viclence. The
paper demonstrates how Ealidasa as a writer survives the propaganda
agamst um through his writerly prowess and perseverance. Within
the scope of Culivral Studies, the politics of Orientalism remains an
abiding area of active research Ajusman Chalraborty’™s paper
demonstrates how the Hindu ascetic practice of spike-lying (farkust)

Vii



was reduced or desacralized into a stunt of showmanship of relizious
mendicants i the Westem accounts. The author offers a
comprehensive moral and metaphysical account of the practices of
self-mortification within Hinduism Rishira) Sen and Shweta Tha in
their reading of joumnalist Margaret Bourke-White's photos of the
Calcutta killings of 1946 on a call grven for Direct Action Day, invest
more in the politics of the photographer, than in an ekphrastic
explanation of the visual images.

Wars leave behind a trail of emotional trauma, and those who
suffer then struggle to find ways to cope with it JTaydweep Rabha’s
paper focoses on the emotions of fear and amuety suffered by women
in particular during and after the wars. Through a readmng of fictional
texts, the apthor suggests the possibility of building “emotional
communities’ in war-hit societies. In a paper co-authored by Riva
Mukherjee, Surai Gunwant, “female fantastic cinema’ 15 approached
as a cinema of desire in which fhe patriarchal gaze 15 subverted.
Horror as 3 (monstrous) emotion 15 employed to challenge the zo-
talled rational symbolic male order. The authors argue that
Kristeva's 1dea of the abject i1s inadequate to explain the cultural role
of the female fantastic cinema in the Indian context Samavita
Daspgopta in her critical essay on tovs opens a vast range of emotions
that are attached to the tovs. As tovs travel across generations, they
provide material memories of time and space. Banking largely on the
msightz of Bandelaire, the essay delineates a mnning conceptual
histery of tovs as plaving for pleasure and education.

Popular sports, popular fiction, fashion, fandom, and films are
some of the other areas that now scholars are approaching with
renewed interest Instead of taking positions along the seftled
trajectories of the Frankfurt or Binningham Schoeol of Cultoral
Studies, the scholars are geared more towards intersectional studies.
Popular sports, for instance, has been approached as a discursive site
of gender-centric identity assertions. Through a reading of hife-
narratives of two footballers — one of male footballer Robbie
Rogers's Coming Out to Play and the other of a female footballer
Megan Rapinoe’s One Life, Srutayu Bhattacharva draws our attention
to the prevalence of a pronounced homophobic culture in male
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football In female football however, there is a greater inclusivity,
and acceptance of non-heterosexmal culture. Fashion is a dynamic
field of critical inguiry. Gurpreet Kaur undertakes a studv of
diasporic designs and fashionscapes within the critical framework of
what she terms as “postfashion’. Parfition casts a long shadow on the
history and future of the subcontinent Harpreet Kaor's paper
analyses the market dvpamics of Indian popular fiction Devika
Kakkat's paper undertakes a survey of changing frames off aesthetics,
with special focus onemergence of new media aesthetics particularly
in the context of re-writing classical myths according to the demands
of fans.

Besides the research papers, the present issue also carries three
interviews with contemporary poets of Indian English namely Akhil
Katyal Maaz Bin Bilal and Sarabjeet Garcha These interviews are
the trapscribed versions of exiended conversations that were
conducted before a live audience in the Departmient The three
mnterviews, put together, hint towards the possible comeback of the
literary and the poetical in academics and research. The poems by
Amlanjyot: Goswami and Sudeep Sen add rare depth to an otherwise
expansive compass of the current 1ssue. Amlanjvoti’s poems offer
homage to famous Chandigarh-based art-historian Prof BN,
Goswami who passed away recently. Anup Beniwal's translated
poems of Hindi poets across generations, present in a way the march
of Hindi imagination as 1t evolves in post-Independent India Crverall
the tssue has papers, posms; interviews and transiations that will have
archival valoe for a long time. The entire editorial team, reviewers
of papers, members of Advisory Boeard, various contributors, the
office staff of the Department of Englizh and Cultoral Studies. and
Manager Press Mr Jatinder Moudgil — all have played their part in
the making of the present issue.
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Redefining Ancient Aesthetics: An Exploration of Percy
Jackson Fan Art and Digital Aesthetics

Devika Kakkat . Chitra Sivasubramaniam

Abstract

The contnnbutions of ancient philosephers about discussions of
beauty and mimesis are part of aesthetic tradrfions. Fack
Riordan’s contemiporary postmodernist children’s fantasy novel
series, Percy  Jackson and the Olvmpians (2005-2009),
reprezents a shift in aesthetic consciousness and the subseguent
construction of a new digital aesthetic. The historical evelution
of aesthetics, particularly in the context of literature and ifs
transformation 1n the digital age are explored through Percy
Jackson fan arts, tracng the impact of digital aesthetics and fan
culture on the fans as well as the series. Parcy Jackson and the
Olvmpians is not a mere replication of Greek aesthetics m
popular fiction but a Greek mythological retelling that
authenticates a liberating space for individual freedom of
thought, expression. and action without the sophistication and
comventionality of ancient assthetics.

Kevwords: aesthetics, Greek mvthology, pop culture, digial
aesthetics, fan art

Introduction

Aesthetics, a caphvating realm of human expenence encompassing
“the beautiful the vgly, the sublime. and the elegant.™ has its roots
deeply embedded in history (Daniel 123). The tenn “aesthetic™ 15
denived from the Ancient Greek word “asthetikos,” sigmifyving
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perspectives related to sensory perception, an idea rooted in
“aisthanomai,” meaning “T perceive, sense, learn,” with a lineage that
traces back to “aesthesis”™ denoting “perception. sensation”™
(Flensburg 1). The definition of assthetics is related to the production
of beauty, and “[t]he pleasurable experience a reader goes through
when reading a literarv work can provide an aesthetic value to the
work™ (Attard 81). According to Srifannica, aesthetics is “[tjhe
philosophical study of beauty and taste. It is closely related to the
philosophy of art™ (which is the study of the nature of art, including
the concepts, interpretation, representation, expression, and form),
and 13 “concerned with the natore of art and the concepts in terms of
which individual works of art are interpreted and evaluated”
{Aesthetics np.). The scope of assthetics is broader, as ™. . . it does
not only deal with the nature and value of the arts but also with the
response to natural objects that find expression in the language of the
beautifil and the nely™ as there are several ways of saving that
zomething becomes beawtiful and ugly; the “how” of it 1s what matters
(Aestheticanp ).

Historical Account of Aesthetics in Literature

The inception of aesthetics can be traced back to the collechion of
articles titled “The Pleasures of the Imagination ™ penned by the
joumalist Joseph Addison m the initial editions of The
Spectator magazine n 1712, The term “aesthetics™ was appropniated
with a new meamng by the Gemman philosopher Alexander
Baumgarten. who iz often crediied with coming the term “aesthetics™
in his work desthetica (1733), published mn the oud-18th century
(Gregor 357). Baumgarten used the term to refer to the study of
sensory expenences and the appreciation of beauty in art and nature.
Owver time, assthetics has become a broader field within philosophy,
encompassing not only the philosophy of art but also the philosophy
of beauty, taste, and sensorv perception. The explomation of
aesthetics, as a field deeplv intertwined with philosophy, art. and
beauty, finds its roots tn the tich tapestry of human thought and
cultoral evolution Ancient Greek philosophers, notably Plato and
Anstotle, laid the foundation for the philosophical discourse on
aesthetics. In Plato’s Symposium, discussions on artt and beauty
reveal an early contemplation of aesthetic experiences (385 BCE).
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Aristotie, in his Poetics (330 BCE), expands the discourse by
examining the nature of artistic representation of epic poetry, tragedy,
comedy, painting, sculpture, music, and dance, which he identifies as
fundamiental acts of mimesis or imitation Key concepts within the
philosophy of aesthetics have been extensively examined in
literature. Mimesis, derived from Arstotle’s theories. remains a
comerstone in discussions on artistic representation and imitation
In Mimesis: The Representation of Realitv i Western
Literaiure (1946), Erich Auverbach delves into mimesis™s historical
development and cultural significance in literature.

Throughout the centuries, influential thinkers such as Immanue!
Kant, Friedrich Schiller, and Tohn Dewey shaped the philosophical
landscape of aesthetics: Kant's Critigus of Judgment (1790) explores
the nature of aesthetic judgments, contending that thev possess four
crucial tragts — first 1s disinterestedness, wherein pleasure results from
recognismng beauty rather than personal preference; second and third,
pmversality and necessity; respectively are the products of human
mind, rather than an object property, suggesting an inherent
expectation for agreement; and fourth, the 1dea that beautiful objects
comvey a sense of purposefulness without a specific purpose.
challenming conventienal notions of functionality in aesthetics
(Burnham). In Lefters on the Aesthetic Education ef Mam (1794),
Schiller explores the interplay between aesthetic experiences and
homan existence. Dewey's pragmatist perspective mAdrf as
Experience (1934) emphasises the transformative and participatory
nature of aesthetic encounters. The interpretation of art depends upon
beauty and taste, ceniral concepiz in agsthetics. The concept of beauty
has been scrutimsed by philosophers like Fdmund Burke, in the
book 4 Philosephical Enguiry inte the Origin of Our Ideas of the
Sublime and Beautifit! (1757) that distinguishes between the sublime
and the beautiful, associating the former with fear and astonishment.
and the latter with qualities like smoothness and delicacy (Quinton
12y, Arthur Schopenhaver’s exploration in The World as Will and
Represeniation (1818) considers the sublime as am  aesthetic
experience transcending ordinary beauty. Taste, as a subjective and
coltorally mnfluenced aspect of aesthetic jodgment has been a
recurring focus. David Hume, in the essay “Of the Standard of Taste™
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(1737, proposes that a refined and educated taste emerges from
exposure to diverse cultural experiences.

The literature reflects a notable shift in the focus of aesthetics
from traditional interpretations to contemporary expressions,
particularly in digital spaces and popular culture. Walter Benjamin,
in the bock The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical
Reproduction (1935), discusses the influence of technological
advancements on the aupthenticity and auwra of artisfic creations.
Benjamin’s insights foreshadow the contempeorary prevalence of
digital aesthetics. Ancient aesthetics drive home the immersive
capacity of art, and “ancient authors provide fascinating material for
the current discussion on aesthetic expenence. Their emphasis on the
immersive power of art can stimmwlate an aesthetic theory™ (Grethlein
311). Aesthetics prefer not only the pleasant expeniences that art
offers but also the profound expeniences of one’s reality, like intense
representations of real-life expenences of death and loss. Moreover,
it provokes an aesthefic expenience that 1s more mtense than real life
by exemplifving it A perspective that exclosively considers art in
connection to ideclogy 15 bound to overlook the deep contemplation
of the profound essence within the intrinsic aesthetic encounter (315).

Technological Impact on Aesthefics

In the digital age, aesthetics has expanded bevond traditional forms,
embracing new forms, interpretations, and contexts by infiltrating
popular colture throogh social media platforms. The Canadian
philozopher Marshall Mcluhan m Undersianding Media: The
Extensions of Mawn (1964), constructs an aesthetic theory based on the
dvnamic natore of media. Additionally, the work of the contemporary
digital culture theonst Lev Manovich, in the article "Posi-media
Aesthetics™ (2001), explores the intersections of aesthetics,
technology, and the evolving nature of cultural expression in the
digital era.

Percy Jackson and the Olympians

The article navigates through the evolution of aesthetics. tracing its
evolution from ancient Greek philosophy to its contemporary
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expressions in popular culture with a specific focus on Rick
Riordan™s Parcy Jackson and the Obmpigns (2005-2023), a
contemporary postmodernist children®s fantasy, which is a retelling
of Greek mythological tales. As readers explore re-contextualised
stories from Greek mythology, the article aims to illuminate not
merely a replication of Greek aesthetics in pepular culture but a
transformative retelling that fosters individual freedom of thought,
expression, and action. The series serves as a lens through which
shifts in aesthetic consciousness and the construction of a mew
aesthetic becomes evident The article endeavours to unravel
how Percy  Jacksen and  the Olvmpipis contributes to  the
contemporary aesthetic landscape, navigating the complexities of
digital aesthetics and fan engagement and creativity, called fandom,
which 15 a2 manner of the readers of Parcy Jackson and the
Ofhmpians show theiwr love for the series that in turn popularises the
series manifold, keeping the fandom visible and relevant, which is a
broad tmpact Fan engagement in which the word “readers™ 15
substrivted wath the word “fans”™ anses as “young people are
motivated to mvent and illusirate imaginative “stones, which often
feature characters from popular culture,” in response to “unconscious
needs and dnvers” (“Enchanting Tales and Imaoic Stonies™ 13).
Henry Jenkins writes in Fon Bloggers, and Gamers (2006) that
“Fans frequently express pleasure in an ebject of affection that is “not
about holding it as a distance™ but about “being awash in 1t . . . abowt
not having control and mastery of the beloved subject, pulling it close
and integrating it into . . sense of self™ (gtd. n “What art educators
can learn from the fan-based™ 239). A similar idea has been expressad
by Kathenne Anderson Howell who states that “In cultures saturated
with media, fans awthonse themselves to critically respond and
engage with their chosen texts™ (gtd. in Romero np.).

Review of Literature and Research Gap

A robust body of hterature exists on fan fiction and lderary
adaptations, highlighting the intersection of literature and fan culture,
vet within the expanaive realm of fan activities, there remaing a
noticeable dearth of academic exploration of the unigue expression
of fan creativity through visual medinms, namely fan arts that have
cropped up over the vears in the context of Riordan’s Percy Jackson
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aid ihe Clvmpians on social media platforms. Investigating the
dynamics of fan art communities on various online platforms offers
insights into how fans collaborate, share, and critique visual
creations. The article explores the role that the platforms play in
shaping the visual culture of the Percy Fackzon fandom and how fans
mnterpret and visually represent the characters, settings. and events
within their artwork.

Method

The methodelogy for the analysis of Percy Jacison and the
Ofympians integrates the phenomenon of fan art. considenng its role
in shaping the aesthetic expenience of the series. The framework
draws upon concepts from participatory culture and aesthetics to
explore the dvnamic relationship between the onginal literary work
and the creative contributions of the fan commumity. It provides a
lens to examine how Percy Jackson and the Clympians becomes a
culfural phenomencn, franscending 1ts literary boundaries. It
considers how fan art contributes to the evolving cultural landscape
by reshaping and reinterpreting the senes. The analysis delves into
how fan art functions as a form of cultural expression, extending the
narrative beyvond the books. By explonng the visual representations
created by fans, the framework seeks to understand how the
remnterpreiations contribute to the cultural significance and reception
of the series. The participatory culture of active fan engagement
emphasises the creation and dissemmation of content related to the
fans’ favourite works, considering how, as active participants, they
confribuie to the expansion and ennichment of the narrative universe.
The framework explores how fan art serves as a manifestation of
participatory culture within the Percy Jackson fandom. It investigates
how fans build on the onginal narrative collaboratively, creating a
shared vispal langpage reflecting their collective interpretation and
imagmation Aesthetic elements incorporated m the series guide the
analvsis of fan art, considering how visual elements contribute to the
overall aesthetic experience of the series, which involves examining
the use of colour, composttion. symbolism, and thematic consistency
in fan-created visuals. The framework mmvestigates the aesthetic
choices made by fan arfists within the Percy Jackson fandom. By
exploring the visual components of fan art, the analysis seeks io
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understand how these choices enhance or alter the aesthetic appeal of
the series, creating a parallel visual narrative that resonates with the
fan community.

Fan Art Digital Aesthetics in Percy Jackson and the Olympians

Fan art comes under the broader purview of cultural studies under the
participatory culture of fandom that proliferates online (Thompson
512%. Fan arts are powerful catalvsts that inspire creators and
comsumers to reimagine different versions, fostering a confinuous
cycle of creativity within fandom for fan communities. The main idea
behind creating fan art is to envision the artisis’ and the readers’
favourite characters into more easily percetvable artistic vispals that
vispally represent characters, settings, and events that complement
the senies. Fan art engagement fosters a personal connection between
the fans of the narrative and text and 1t also mtroduces the series to
new audiences and helps maintain its relevance for vears. The fan art
of the series does not conform to the canonical text while the fans
perform their fan identity. They deviate from the cannon by
Juxtaposmg various visuals, making the audiznce aware of cultural
blindspots and creating a network of possible meanings: Fan aris
further expand the narrative bevond the books, creating illustrations
by depicting scenes not explicitiv described in the series, providing
additional lavers to the storyielling and sparking the imagination of
fans. Therefore, the original narrative 1z changed and compressed to
integrate a new story into the narrative every time a new thematic
artwork 18 presented. Fans can collect fan art and create a siring of
fan artwork to create unofficial graphic novels. Fan art eventoally
starts becoming stories because thev become uncfficial graphic
novels when fan artists start creating their favourite scenes. Several
fans create similar art works, contmbuting to the “aesthetic canon of
a fandom™ where “the next stages of orowth mmvolves collaborative
interaction with other fan artists. Each participant 15 self-motivated io
improve his or her work in direct proportion to the work of others of
the group so the imtegrity or the entire ensemble of plavers”™
(“Enchanting Tales and Imagie Stories™ 13).

Fan arts. as a form of extendéd storvtelling. contribute to the
fandom’s creativity and imagination offering fans new ways io
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experience Perey Jackson and the Qlvmpians. Fan art not only serves
as a source of inspiration for fans but also wields influence over the
original creators. Rick Riordan has openly acknowledged and
expressed appreciation for fan contributions, recognising their impact
in sustaining the series” resonance with readers. The reciprocal
engacement between creators and faps fosters 3 symbiotic
relationship within the fandom Examining fan-created aesthetics
allows readers and researchers to explore how fans engage
with Percy Jackson gnd the Olympians and mterpret them in a visual
format that is easy to comprehend mnstead of reading, which is time-
comsuming. Social media platforms become hubs for sharing and
celebrating fan-created content, attracting new fans, and mantaming
the enthusiasm of the existing community, Some popular platforms
to explore Percy Jackson fan art are Devian Art Tumblr, Instagram,
Pinterest, Twitter, ArtStation, and Reddit forums, Discord, Wattpad,
Archive of Our Own (AO3). where fans. both amateurs as and
professionals, expand on the existing narrative by creating zcenes,
sCcenarios, or alternatrce storylines that are not explored in the official
books by sharng fan art discussing the series, collaborating on
creative subjects, and sharing stones inchuding fan fiction

Fan art can be created wsing various digital technigues, using
smiart phones, laptops, computers, and tablets to create digital fan art
by sculpting and rendening characters or scenes and collages of
images, videos, and ammations from scratch, amplifving existing
artwork, and even converting texts to visvals with softwares like
Adobe Photoshop, Procreate, Autodesk Sketchbook, Inkscape or Clip
Studio Paint. Artificial intelligence has made the creation of fan art
easier with numerous Artificial intellisence (AT) tools have also
become increasingly popular for generating umgue and stylised fan
art. Aligned with the fan arfists™ preferences and goals Al tools can
assist and enhance the creative process with Google's DeepDiream,
Artbreeder, DATT-E, RunwayML., Midjourney, PamtsChainer,
DeepArt Blender, Autodesk Mava, and ZBrush Combinedly, the
softwares and tools are also used for visual marketing and brand-
building or 25 a hobby where users seek visual perfection with
pleasmng visuals with great lighting or props in the backsround,
colour palette. or Al artwork to make it cohesive and appealing to the
eve.
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Technological advancements have reshaped the meaning of
aesthetics, mioving it awav from traditional interpretations. These
days, aesthetics is not related to the perception of art and is
extrapolated from the world of philosophy but to the continuum of
cultural forms and crdinary experiences, forming a2 new phenomenon
framed in terms of appreciation of literary works but less of
contemplation and reflection, solely as digital aesthetics. Digital
aesthetics has evolved into a notable phenomenon, influencing daily
vocabulary and trends to the extent that if has transformed into slang,
seamlessly integrating info everyday lanouage. This ingumistic shift is
propelied by the pervasive influence of social media, where trending
phrases like cottagecore aesthetic, academia aesthetic, efc., mostly on
platforms like YouTube, Instagram. and TikTok, gain prominence
and coniribute to the ongoing evolution of digital assthetics in daily
communication. Alvana Olivar writes in “That™s so Aesthetic! But
What Does it Mean? that the overarching meaning of “aesthetic™ 15
nowadavs used as an adjective to denote 2 person’s dynanuc fashion,
siyle, and meod — “Tt"s not so much theiwr phvsical appearance, though
it does still fit A person’s aesthetic can mean their fashion sense,
their demeanour, er thewr taste in items aside from fashion™ (Olivar).
Focos has shified from aesthetic obiects to aesthetic expenience, the
rediscovery suggesiing that namrative 1= more than a means of
representation — the stromg reactions it can provoke hints at 1is
capacity to create presence.

The approach does not implyv a retum to the traditional meaning
of aesthetics that celebrates antiguity as the ideal model. Earlier, the
nets of the concept of aesthetics were cast wide, but now, they are
constricted. The concept of sublimity 15 pot included and 1= all about
omtward appearances — the new aesthetics, which are seen in the
digital world, popularised on the digital space or the internet by the
fans of the series, who popularly call themselves “demigods.™ Percy
Jackson and the Olvmpians 5 ground-breaking in its redefinttion and
re-contextualisation of Greek aesthetics with the popular culture
phenomena 1o it. The digital assthetics make Perey Jackson and the
Ohvmpians relatable to contemporary readers. As much as the series
incorporates aesthetic pleasure and vocabulary, the artistic aesthetics
in the digital space prove that literature holds a firm place in
contemporary aesthetics. Digiial aesthetics contributes  io
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experiencing pleasure in the act of reading, making it a distinguished
characteristic of the reading experience. Monroe C. Beardsley
exemplifies the principle through his assertion that “In calling an
artwork a good one, we must be ascribing some form of value to it
and that it must be a distinctive and special form, properly labeled
‘aesthetic”™™ (gid. in Hanson 418).

Perey Jackson aesthetics incorporates aesthetic visual elements
mepired by the characters and themes within the Percy Jackson
universe that includes character portraits — artistic depiction (fan-art)
of characters; psing iconography of blue and sea motifs that speaks
of Percy’s love for blue coloured food and his comnection to
Poseidon; magical ifems, orange motifs that denotes Camp Hali-
Blood setting and fashion where demigods sport orange t-shirts, blue
denim shorts, and colourful clay beads; mythical imagery like Greek
symbols of gods; Greek typography; and book cover page artwork.
Fan art that extends bevond the confines of the books involves
creative depictions of character portraits accompamied by humerous
imagmary conversations between different characters. Fan artists
also envision characters’ appearances zs they age; imagining their
phone wallpapers, Whats App group messages, Instagram pages, and
DMz Fans coptnibute artistic reinterpretations through character
redesigns, offering their unique visual interpretations. They create
comuic strips that further explore the relationships between vanous
characters in the series, adding an extra laver of creativity to the fan-
driven arfistic expressions. Thus, mvths, which are cultural icons,
when adapted into digital assthetics, represent the newness of culture
and aesthetics in the oew era, which is a natural extension of its earlier
form, withowt interrupting or breaking the classic mythology and 1ts
significance, connoting itz arbistic’aesthetic value and gqualitv.
Aesthetice on social media include the colour palette used across
profiles and visval elements like the mcorporation of images,
graphics. or videos that align with a particular style, theme, or mood
of the series. This can be achieved using typography, the choice of
fonts and text styles psed in captions or overlavs on visuals;
composition. which is concerned with how visuals are arranged and
prezented within a post or on the profile; application of filters and
visual effects to create a cohesive book; and thematic consistency by
sticking to a particular theme or subject matter that defines the overall
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aesthetic of the content Thus, aesthetics has moved away from its
conventional meaming, which concerns the interpretation of source
miaterial and emotional tone.

Conclusion

Greek mythology is spread out in the form of mythological retellings
like Rick Riordan™s fantasy adventure series Percy Jackson and the
Ofympians and used in a popular culiural context. making it more
graspable and popular than it already is. The series is an example of
classic aesthetic ideals, which create a great sense of pleasure,
complexity, and grandeur to the readers, creating a relatable modem
myth Ricrdan the new-age mythmaker, chooses an aesthetic classic
work and situates imself in the traditional conception of
art/aesthetics that is related to pleasure and form. Fan arts have a
culfural 1mpact om the readers’ influence interpretation and
enjovment, thereby setting the trend and, hence, popular culture
itself
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