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SONG ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHIILD

"Here I am, One small voice

Here I am, One yaung saul

Let me join your world, enjoy your world and
Take it as my own,

I need yaur love.

Here we are, take a look at us

Here we are, can Ayou see us at all?

All alme and unsure, Can you feel our fears?
Let us share them all with you.

REFRAIN :

Don't take away my time to be a child

Let me breathe the air with you.

Give me roam to be and space to see

Lend me a name, a voice to sing my dreams
Tell me, can I share your world?

Share the world with me

I an one young dream

I need your love".

REFERENCE: First Regional Conference on
Street Children in Asia, Manila, 1989.



INT RODUCT ION

Despite the adoptian of the Declaration of the Rights of
the Child by the United Nations as early as in. 1959, and the
subsequent child welfare measures put forth specially by the
developing countries, children face a multitude of hardships
in their de\}elopment and growth - Ministry of Social Welfare

(1988) and Indian Council for Child Welfare - ICCW, (1992).

The phencnenan of Street Children has emerged as one
of the serious and pressing problems of the Indian cities
today s+ The causes for this disturbing development lie deep-
rooted in our nation's ecomomic incmsistencies and trends

towards urbanisation (Panicker, 1988 and Parmar and Solanki,

199 3) |

The children on the streets are there not as a choice,
but due to adult irresponsibility, When children are alused,
maltreated, neglected and abandoned in many different ways,
they venture onto the streets. The plight of steet and
working children in short, reflects the societal 1ills, in
particular, poverty, family break-up, social comflicts and
exploitation. They struggle for survival with a hope to
becane respectable citizens of the country. Street children
thus represent one of the most exploited and rapidly growing

minorities and one of our most poignant social challenges

(T acon, 1989).



Children left uncared for on the streets at the age of
ten, 1if still are there at eighteen, becane street y auth,
representing an embittered generation, T; tackle this growing
menace, co-ordinated efforts are very much required an the part
of the Govermment, voluntary organisations and the community -
Arimpoor (1992) and Natimal Institute of Public C o-operation
and Child Development (NIPCCD, 1992). While the general public
tends to view street children with disregard, fear and
rejection , those who work directly with these youngsters see

them as admirable survivors, potential entrepreneurs and

decent citizens,

Any programme aiming at concrete amelioration will have
to take stock of the reality that street children have a strong
sense of independence, The facts are clearly in favoaur of
canmun ity ~-based programmes to deal with the growing problems
of street and working children (UNICEF, 1988 and Rane and

Shroff, 1994).

The Govemment of Tamil Nadu thought it f it to address
the problem of street children in the year 1989 itself, The
first step was to provide them with shelters for sleep and
safety, The idea behind this was to reduce the abuse and
exploitation of street children by anti-social elements. The
task of organising these groups of street children was found
to be achievable only with the involvement of the Non

Governmental Organisaticms(NGOs) .



The Government of Tawnil Nadu had earmarked Rs.2 lakhs for
the starting of five night shelters in the City of Madras and
recognized five NGOs to maintain the shelters and also provide
useful skill training to the children reporting to thems The
number of beneficiaries was fixed to be 50 per NGO.

The Government has also recanmended the requests of the
NGOs to the Municipal authorities for making available to them
the unused nom meal centres for housing the night shelters,
The State Government routes the programme for the d'evelopment

of street children thraigh the Directorate of Social Defence.

It is a happy augury that the NGOs have positively
responded to the Government initiative to play a vital role
in mitigating the problems of street children. The NGOs have
evolved new methcdologies of intervention for street children,
based on concrete experience over the last several years,
keeping in mind the life style, psychological orientation and

readiness of street children to work out solutions to their

problems (ICCW, 1992)a

While there is an increasing realisation of the need to
rehabilitate street children, it is imperative to examine as
to how far have the institutional effcrts borne fruitss With

this broad objective in view, this study has bteen undertaken,



The specific objectives of the study are to:

1a Understand the organisational set-up and functiming of

the NGOs working with street children;

2, Examine the rehabilitatim Measures extended for

children by the NGOs and

Street

3a Study the impact of the

street childrena

rehabilitatiocn measures on the
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II REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The literature pertaining to this study have been
reviewed under the following headings:

A. Policies and Programmes for Child Welfare in India

By The Profile of Street Children

C, Problems of Street Children and

D. Rehabilitation of Street Children.

A . POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES FOR CHIID WELFARE IN IND IA :
The Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1959. The excerpts

fron the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child are summed

up thus:

ARTICLE 6: 1. State parties recognize that every <child has
the inherent right to 1life and shall ensure to the max imum

extent possible the survival and development of the child.

ARTICLE 13: The <c¢hild shall have the right to freedam of

expression.

ARTICLE 20: 1. A child who is temporarily or pemmanently
deprived of his or her family envirmment, or in whose own
interest cannot be allowed to remain in that environment,
shall be entitled to special protection and assistance

provided by the state.

2. State parties shall in accordance with their national

laws ensure alternative care for such a child.
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ARTICLE 27: State parties recognize the right of every child
to a standard of 1living adequate for the child's physical,

mental, spiritual, moral and social develcopment,

ARTICLE 31: State parties recognize the right of the child

to rest and leisure, play and recreation,

ARTICLE 32: State parties shall take all appropriate measures
to promote physical and psychological recovery and social
reintegration of a child victim of any form of neglect,
exploitation, or abuse, torture or any other form of cruel,

in human or degrading treatment or punishment; or armed

conflicts (UNICEF, 1990),

The Covention on the Rights of the Child entered into
force as an intematiommal law in 1990, and expresses the

following:

Survival Rights: which include the rights to adequate 1living

standards, and access to health services:

Development Rights: which include education, access to

inf ormation, play and leisure, cultural activities, and the
rights to freedan of thaught, conscience and religim;

Protection Rights: which embrace all the above, and also cov er

all forms of exploitationm and cruelty, arbitrary separation
fran family and akuses in the criminal justice system and

Participation Rights: which recognize children's right to

express their opiniamm and have a say in matters aff ecting

their own lives (Pinto, 1992).

India is one of the few cauntries in the world having

a clear cut policy for the welfare of children, The preamble
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of the National Policy for Children, 1974 describes children

as a "supremely important asset". It enjoins on the state
the policy to provide adequate services to <children, both
bef ore and after birth and thraughout their period of growth,
to ensure their full physical, mental and social development

(Sachdeva, 1993 and Rane and Shroff, 1994).

The various provisions in the Natioal Policy on Children
refer to the health and nutrition of children and mothers,
nutrition education of mothers, free and canpulsory educatiom
of children upto the age of 14 years and recreation, cultural
and scientific activities, It also refers to treatment,
education and rehabilitation of phy sically handicapped,
emotionally disturbed and mentally retard ed children and
special assistance to children belonging to weaker sections
in the urban and rural areas and provisicmm of facilities to

the delinquent, neglected and exploited children to enable

them becane useful citizens,

The Natiocmal Policy on Education (1986) also stresses
a holistic approach to early childhood care and educatiom,
The natim's new 20-point programme embodies the cacern f or
the child in its several action prograunmes oriented to benef it

disadvantaged children (Rajendran, 1988 and Sachdev a, 199 3) .

The Government has been implementing general programmes
for the development of children as well as providing special

grants-in-aid for children in especially difficult circumstances,
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The general programmes are Integrated Child Development

Services (ICDS), Special Nutrition Programme (sNP) ,
Universal Immunisation Programmes (UIP), Early Childhood
Care and Education Programme (ECCE), Operation Black Board
(OBB), Non-Formal Educatien Progranme (NFE) and other allied
programmes, Special grants-in-aids for institutional and
non-institutional services with matching support from state
governments are provided by the Ministry of Social Welfare
Government of India, The programme on Urban Basic Services
for the poor (UBSP) launéhed in 1990 suggested conv ergence
of social services by including assistance to mentally
retarded and handiczapped children, rghabilitaticn of
juvenile delinquents, special programmes for street
children, and rehabilitation of other disadvantaged sections

of the society (Anand, 1993).

The government of Tamil Nadu has recently launched a
15 —point programme for child welfare with emphasis on variacus
welfare and dev elcpmental. activities (Mindistry of. Social Welfare,

Government of Tamil Nadu, 1994) .

B. PROFILE OF STREET CHILDREN :

Street Children are recognized by different
terminologies in different countries, They are " haneless"
or 'runaways' in the U,S.A.; 'Parkingos' in Keny a; 'Pogey -
boys' in Phillipines; 'pivets' in Brazil; 'gamines' in
Bog ota; 'Young rascals' or 'pre-rescals' in Papua New
Gu inea; and 'street children'! in India. 'Vagrant',

'delinguent', 'hooligan' are more unkind words to describe
him or her, while the more humane call them ‘'destitute’,

'abandoned' or a 'child worker' (Rane, 1990) .
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The term 'street children' is applied to those children

who are engaged in multifarious activities on the streets
of big towns and cities in almgst all the third world
countries. These are children of impové;‘ished families who
are eking out an existence on the bare threshold of

subsistence (Chaudhry, 1994 and Pallana and Simab, 1994) .

As Pinto (1993) describes, street children are those
for whan the streets, more than their family has becane
their real hane, a situation in which there is no

protectim, supervision or direction fram respasible

adults,

UNICEF (1988) defines 'street children' as those who
live or work on streets of urban areas withat ref erence
to the time they spend there or to the reasons for being
there, There are three categories of street children based
on their relation with their families:

(1) children with occasional family caotact, 1i.,e, working
children who spend all their days and some of their nights
on the streets or in public places;

(ii) children with continuous family contact, i,e, children
living with their parents on public pavements in wurban
areas, and

(iii) children without fanily cotact, i,e, abandoned and
neglected children including, orphans, runaways, refugees,
displaced persons or those lost in the transit while

travelling with their parents,
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Pushed by rural poverty, cocanitant with population

increase and landlessness, the families and their children
migrate to <cities and f ind their way into squatter
settlements, Children who run away fran their hamne are also
classified thus:
i) Children who run away from unpleasant or traumatic
hane enviraiment and
ii) Children who run away to t'aste the exciting
experiences of the glamaurised «city 1life (Nabh,

1993, Iyer, 1994 and Rane and Shroff, 1994),

The breakdown of the family due to death or divorce
or desertiam 1is the major cause for chi‘idren to be on the
streets, Exclusion framn school, extreme poverty, inadequate
haasing, socially disadvantaged families, alcoholic and
violent parents and political violence are other direct or
indirect causes for children to seek refuge on the streets

(Internatiamal Child Health, 1994),

The factors that have led to this phenamenan in three
'major cities of India, as identified through a study

camducted by the Institute of Psychological and Educational

Research (IPER, 1991) are as follows;
Delhi : Poverty (46%)
Other reasons including death of parents
) (18%)
Dy sfunction or abuse (18 ,5%)

Natural calamities (5%)
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Banbay : Lack of employment (32.5%)

Family dy sfunction (24.2%)

Death in the family (17 ,3%)

Madras : Poverty (83.9%)

Employment opportunities in the city (9%)

Family disruption due to death of parents

(3.8%)

Whatever may be the category, or the cause of the

phenanenn, the cammon characteristics of street children

as Rahman (1994) points out are as follows:

a) they cane fram extranely poor families:

b) they are with or without one or both the parents

ad

c) they have to work for their own survival and / or

to support their families in their struggle for

subsistence.

Nortai as quoted by Iyer (1994) outlines the features

of the street child thus:

A male street child -

a) belmgs to the 11-15 age group

b) is marginally employed in a shog or hotel

c) is underpaid and overworked

d) gets only me hour of rest for fourteen hours of work
e) suffers fram inferiority complex

f) is constantly exposed to dirt and smoke

g) lacks toilet and bathing facilities

h) is harassed by police and municipal workers

i) has a loving relationship with siblings and

j) occassionally fights with other street children,



A girl street child -

a) has attainedpuberty but has no priv acy
b) has no toilet facilities

c) uses public taps or bathes in rivers
d) works for 49 haurs a day

e) eams about Rs,100/- per manth but cannot save it
f) is undermourished

g) does not have adequate clothing

h) sleeps huddled with the opposite sex
i) is easily led into prostitution and,
j) has no security, :

The prof ile of the street children is detailed hereunder:

Sex:- The number of boys is almost twice that of girls,
It is generally observed that there are fewer girls than
boys since girls are generally more protected by their
families and girls usually work as danestic helpers within
private haseholds, Further, girls who are 1lured. or
trafficked into prostitution are usually housed in brothels
(Childhope, 1990). However, significantly, sex distribution

is almost even in the city of Calcutta, where boys are only

6% higher than girls (IPER, 1991),

Age:- Street children are usually in the formative vy ears
of life, in the age graup of 11-15 years, followed by the
age group of 6-10 years, In Calcutta and Hyderabad, there
are more children in the age group of 6-10 years, while in
Boambay and Bangalore the 11-15 age group figures high (40%

and 80% respectively) (Panicker, 1992).

Religian:- Out of every ten street children, eight are found

to be Hindus, Only the cities of Madras and Bangalore have
street children froam Christian cammunities, while c¢hildren

belonging to Muslim community are in substantial numbers
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in Bambay, Calcutta and Kanpur, Among Hindus, almost half

belang to the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes (IPER,
1991) .

Family Background:- Studies in Delhi, Banbay and Kanpur

reported that over three-fourths of them stay with their
families, In Madras, more ‘than 90% of them are living with
their parents, who are perhaps pavement dwellers. A small
percentage of street children (always boys) lived alone.

Children without their families of ten got attached to an

adult or a peer's family,

The family size of the majority of street children is
very large. The socio-econoamic condition of these fanilies
is very poor. The eamings of the children greatly
supplement ’their family income besides their own survival

(IPER, 1991).

Employment Status:- With the barest rudiments of education,

these children have to work at the humblest level. They can
be found working in the informal sectors without much
training or capital investment -~ as coolies, hotel workers,
cy cle richshaw pullers, rag pickers, autanobile cleaners,
helpers in small industries, vendors such as flower sellers,
construction workers etc. (IPER, 1991, Arimpoor, 1992 and
Bose, 1992). The world's oldest profession, prostitution
also claims 0.3 per cent of these unfortunate children. Most
of the street children work for a lomg period of time, 10
to 13 hours a day. A few are Occasiomally engaged in

begging.
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C. PROBLEMS OF STREET CH ILDREN :

Deprivation of their rights;

The right of educatio, recreation and leisure, the
right to a healthy 1life, the right to a standard of liv ing
adequate to ensure proper development and growth and the
right to protection framn exploitation and sexual abuse are
rights which the street children have never heard, They are

caught up in two vicious cycles: poverty and depriv ation,

Poverty denies them the opportunity of acquiring
education, The lack of adequate education drastically limits
their earning power and access to basic needs such as housing

and medical care (Arimpoor, 1992).

The IPER study (1991) reveals that 39.3 per cent of
working street children are paid inadequately and more than
one-third canplained of over work. Some also reported of

physical abuse by their employers,

Aband mmed by their families, sane 100 million children
subsist only by back breaking work or turn to petty crime,
prostitution or begging (UNICEF World Report on Children,
1990) . Over 50 million children 1live under unsafe and
unhealthy conditions and are deprived of schooling; some 3.5
million children die every vyear, of disability, Sane 155
million children under 5in the developing cantries live in
absolute poerty, Millions including many in the richer
societies are maltreated or neglected or sexually exploited

or becane victims of drug abuse (Jesu, 1988).
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The street obliterates childhood . They are caught up in
the trauma of adult life prematurely, Their unkempt
appearance deprives them of: social acceptance and lowers
their self-esteem, They are humiliated and rejected and some
of them react by delinquéncy, Sooner or later this leads

them to a remand hane where they are deprived of their

liberty (Arimpoor, 199 2) .
Living Cenditions:

More than half of the street children live under the
open sky and the rest spend most part of the day on the
Street, but sleep under some kind of covered shelter at

night (D' Lima and Gosalia, 1992).

Health Problems:

Street children are generally malnourished and
anaemic, many of them are physically stunted. An IPER s tudy
on street and working children shows that 92-93 percent of
them suffer from both protein and vitamin def iciency, The
age-height ratio is unsatisfactory in 72 per cent of these

children (Mitra, 1993).

Street scavengers are prore to skin diseases and
cuts; baggage boys to chest pain, muscular and skeletal
pain. Street vendors and hawkers run a constant risk of

eXposure to trauma from vehicular accidents (Filguerias, 1992

Most of the street children are exposed to dirt,

smoke and other environmental hazards, The unhealthy and
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insanitary conditions of their general environment are
certainly not comducive to healthy 1living, with pitifully
inadequate night shelter and improper bath or toilet

facilities (Arimpoor, 1992 and Rastogi, 1993).

It is a matter of comcern that many of them suffer
fran sexually transmitted diseases, and AIDS because of
their recruitment into the sex trade. Examination on 1000
children rescued by an NGO fram 50 brothels in one Asian
city showed that 20 percent were HIV positive and 82 percent
were carrying STD , They are also exposed to substance

abuse, which results in physical and mental deterioration

(Childhope, 1990).
Psychological Problems:

Lack of parental affection may lead to serious
emotional conflicts in these children. They develop a deep
sense of insecurity, which often results in uncontrolled
aggressiveness and overt rebellion directed against the

social systems (International Child Health, 1994) .

All street children are prome to street fights, and
bullying froam bigger youth, harassment from extortimists
and polic;‘emen, suspicion and arrest for petty c¢rimes and
abuse and torture fram misqu ided authorities, Street
children are subject to adﬁlt exploitation, including by

their parents who force them to work (Rane, 1990).
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P, REHABILITATION OF STREET CHILDREN :

With the problem of street children reaching menancing

proportions, rehabilitation of these children has become

the onerous duty of the State and its agencies, It is of

utmost importance that these children be made to

intemalise the need for leading an organised life (Showeb,

1993 and Shamma, 1994) .

With thoausands of children taking to the streets,

solutions can never be those of an earlier era when

custodial care and fommal education were the sole remedies,
The need to respect their inner strengths, abilities, self-
image as self-dependent yaing persas, their initiative,
their group as a basis for social support and nurture ,
are to be taken into account as starting points for
rehabilitatim measures, The programmes have to be based
on the needs of these <children, rather than on a
pre-canceived and stereo-typed notion of the care of
childrens T'o evolve an appropriate policy frame werk for
the prote’;:tim, care and develcopment of neglected children
it is wvital to identify their need for nutritian
supplementation, emoticnal security, skill training and

employment opportunities (Mishra, 1989, Anand, 199 3,

NIPCCD, 1993 and Desai, 1994),.

The Central and State Governments, the municipal
corporations and NGOs have a very specific role to play

and to contribute to the improvement of the quality of 1life
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of these children, The Government does not directly execute
all welfare schemes, programmes and projects, It relies
substantially o the support of voluntary organisatims
which translate the welfare schemes into action with the
help of their own resairce net work (Panicker, 1992 and

Pamar and Solanki, 1393) .

Social work intervention for street children has

to be planned at two levels.

- Children already living on the streets have to
be helped so that they have adequate access to the basic

services considered necessary for their healthy growth and

development.

» The aspect of prevention has to be emphasised.
Fanilies which are economically and socially vulnerable
tend to aggravate the problem, Assistance must be provided
to "at risk" families which are likely to fall apart,
consequently leading to destitutien among children ( Rane

and Shroff, 1994),

Current efforts in helping street children fall
under three broad types of ‘programmes or services, which
were evolved in response to an analysis of the three major
categories of street children and their specific needs and

circumstances,

Canmunity - based programmes: This supports children who
maintain regular contacts with their families, and are
preventive in approach, By providing opportunities and

skill for self-employment or adequate employment to the
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heads of the family and ensuring the delivery of basic
services such as health, education and shelter, the
structure of a normal life is preserved, Canmunity - based

programmes may be a partnership or joint effort of local

communities, NGOs and city Governments,

Centre - based programmes: These provide care for totally
abandoned or orphaned children, temporary shelter and other
supportive and rehabilitative services, designed primarily
for children with severed family ties, The centre's social
worker assists the children to either re-establish contact

with their families or arrange foster families,

Street - based programmes: These reach out to children
right on the streets where they live and work, particularly
children who have irregular contacts with their families,
Thraigh these programmes, the negative impact of street
life are softened, through activites that allow the

children's talents and interests to cane to the fore,

These various programme categories include support
of street children and their families through non-formal
and f ormal education, organisatims of parents and
children, health services, counselling,vocational and other
skill training, value clarification, para-legal training,
credit/loan assistance to parents and foster home care
(Childhope, 1989). As Panicker and Nangia (1992) pointout,
the most effective and relevant way the city administration
could intervene, is by identifying existing NGOs. Three

innovative models emerged out of the strategies evolved



by NGOs working for street children in major cities:

1. Community - based contact programmes

2. Night shelter / day and night shelter and

3. Group hame

Cummunity - based programme: This (provides professional
social work intervention, creates an awareness among them
about their life and work situation and stimulates in them
motivation to help themselves and enables them have an
access to various basic services like education, health
care, vocational training, employment, recreatiom and
counselling for their growth and develcpment and thereby

improve their self-image and self -esteem.

Night shelter/ Day and pNight shelter: Studies on street
children in major cities of India, indicated that children
themselves have prioritised their prime need as night
shelter and food. The night shelter becanes an extensim
programme of the contact centre run by the NGOs. Children
are gradually introduced to structured and disciplined 1life

through constructive group living experiences,

Groaup Home: Residential care is particularly useful in the
case of very young street children without family support,
A residential facility with the provision of after care
services is essential for their rehabilitation and

integration into society,
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However, voluntary organisatiams working with street children
all over the country face several difficulties, The major
problems include lack of adequate funds, nm-availability of
suitable accommodation and lack of cammitted personnel. Further
lack of understanding and negative attitude to the problems
of street children, on the part of all those who inf luence

their 1life, i.e. the police, judiciary, gowemment officials
and the public at large, hampers the work of the agencies to

a great extent, (Rane and Shroff, 1994).
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III METHODOLOGY

The Methodology adopted for the study on "Rehabilitation
Measures for street children by the NGOs in Tamil Nadu" is
discussed under the following head ingss

A+ Selection of the Locale for the Study;

Bs Selection of the Sample;

Cs Selection of the Methods and Tools;

Ds Collection and processing of the Data,

AL+SELECTION OF THE LOCALE FOR THE STUDY:

Information obtained through media and informal interaction
with one or two kn ovn organisatios revealed that
rehabilitation measures are provided for street children by

the NGOs in five major cities of Tamil Nadu, nanely, Madras,

Madurai, Coimbatore, Trichy and Salem, where this phen anenon

is widespreada While Madras city has six NGOs, the other
cities have only me organisation each, run main ly as branches
of the main organisation at Madras city, namely, Don Bosco
Anbu Illama

The Madras city had a comsortium of organisations nanely,
the Madras NGO Forum for Street and Working Children, started
in 1990, by the National NGO Forum for Street and Working
Children and Tanil Nadu State Social Welfare Boardas I he
following organisations are the affiliated members to this
censortiuma

(i) Don Bosco Anbu Illam : Centre for Street Children
(ii) Asian Youth Centre : Youth animator organisatim
{(iii) Indian Council for Child Welfare : Child Development Agency

(iv) Nesakkaram : Centre for street childrens,
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(v) Asha Nivas : Development ag en cy
(vi) Mariyalaya : Centre for street girls. (Mariyalaya is a
NGO functioning in coordination with the other organ i-

sations. It is not aff iliated to the ca sortium)

Out of the above six organisations, only five, excluding

Asha Nivas " were selected for the study as the latter did

not give permission for research.

Three of the five organisations under study namely Asian

Youth Centre, Nesakkaramn and Don Bosco Anby Illam work
ex clusively with street boys, while Indian Council for Child
Welfare (ICCW) works with both street boys and girls, On the

otherhand, Mariyalaya's efforts are directed towards street

girls alme,

B, SELECTION OF THE SAMPLE:

A sample is a portion selected fram the pcpulation or

universe (Wilkinson and Bhandarkar, 198 6).

For a detailed study on the organisations, the heads of

the five organisation were contacted,

To assess the impact of the rehabilitetion measures
undertaken, twenty beneficiaries in the age group of 11-17
years were random ly selected fram each of the five
organisationg, The total samnple thus comprised hundred
children (75 boys and 25 girls) benefitting fram the

rehabilitation measures offered by the different NGOs under

studye
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C. SELECTION OF THE METHOD AND TOOLS:

Since the study aimed at an indepth analysis of the
rehabilitation measures for street children, Case Study method

was adopted for data collection framn the heads of the NGOs,

According to Kothari (1995), Case Study is a popular fomm

of qualitative analysis involving a careful and complete

observation of a social unit,

A detailed schedu le was prepared for gathering
inf ormation fran the heads of the organisations, The schedule
called for general information about the organicsaticn, its
profiie, staff particulars, programmes and rehabilitation

measures undertaken, problems faced by the NGOs and their

future perspectives,

An interview schedule was prepared for data collection
fran the benef iciaries, According to Gupta (1993), an
interview schedule refers to a set of statements or questions
to be answered by the respondents in a face to face situatio

and filled in by the interviewer himself,

The interview schedule developed for the beneficiaries
called for information <n the background of the beneficiaries
and the specific rehabilitation measures provided in terms
of shelter, food, cl.othing, education and vocational training

and the benefits accruing,
D. COLLECT ION AND PROCESSING OF THE DATA:

The heads of organisations were approached with an

introduction letter fram the University where the researcher
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pursued her Master's Degree Caurse, explaining the purpose

of the research.
The data fram the beneficiaries was collected af ter

creating a good rapport with them,

The data thus collected was analysed, processed and the

results were tabulated, Chapter IV presents the results of

the study,
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IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The Rehabilitation Measures for Street Children in

Madras undertaken by the five organisations under study

are presented and discussed as follows:

A . General Details about the Organisatims

B, Management Infommatim

C. Rehabilitation Measures undertaken by the NGOs

D. Problems faced by the NGOs

E. Future Plans and

F. Impact of the Rehabilitation Measures on the

Beneficiaries,

A GENERAL DETAILS ABOUT THE ORGANISATIONS:
l. Year of initiation:

Table. I shows the year of initiation of the
organisations and the year d starting the p rog ramm es

specifically for street children.

TABLE I

YEAR OF INIT IAT IJON

S.No. Organisaticns Year of Year of Initiating
Initia- progranmes for street
tion children

1. Indian Council for child

Welfare (ICCW), T .N, 1953 1990

2. Asian Youth Centre (AYC) 1984 1986

3. Don Bosco Anbu Illam 1985 1985

4, N esakkaram 1988 1588

5.

Mariyalaya ' 1990 1990
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Although the Indian Council for Child Welfare has been

in existence fram 1953, the programmes for street children
were started only in 1990. All the organisations under
study hav e been working with

street children

fram
mid-1980"'s.
Don Bosco Anbu 1Illam was the first organisation in
Madras City

to work with street and

working children,
providing them shelter hame. Mariyalaya 1is the first
organisation in Madras working exclusively with

street
girls.

2. Objectives:

T able II gives the objectives of the selected
organisations,

as given by the interviewees.
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All the organisations are working towards the creation of a

better society by providing infrastructural services, education

and welfare activities that ensure the protection of the rights of
the child, Training in vocational skills was also found to be a
major gcal of the organisations under study,

Thus the objectives

have both short term and laig temrm goals,

3, Programmes undertaken by the organisations:

Table III gives the programmes undertaken by the organisations
under study,

TABLE III
PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN BY THE ORGANISATIONS

Organisa-

tions General Programmes Programmes for street children
Indian a) Creche for children of a) Night shelter

Council working wanen b) Non formal education and
for Child b) Guidance and counsell- vocaticnal training.
Welfare ing service for handi-

(Iccw , capped children

c) Usilampatti project
for women and children

d) Child Labour Relief
Prog ramme,

Asian a) Young hotel workers a) Shelter hane for street and
Youth project working children
Centre b) Girl children in slums b) Non-Formal educatim

c) Child-labour welfare c) Vocatimal guidance

schemes d) Skill development
e) Rag pickers'development schem

Don Bosco a) Eliminatia of child a) Shelter hames
Anhu labour b) Evening schcols, non formal
Illam educatim

c) Rag pickers'rehabilitetion
d) Clean and Green Madras city

project
e) Marriage of rehabilitated ycu
Nesakkarama) Programme f or working a) Shelter hame
children b) Formal education
b) Literary missim c) Vocatimal training and job
c) Office for run away : opportunities
children d) Guidance and Caunselling
e) Family re-union
Mariya- a) Ref erral services for a) Shelter hame
lay a deserted and destitute b) Education-f ormal and non
wanen after caunselling formal-educatim

c) Medical care

d) Awareness creation

e) Sports and games

f) Enhancement of cultural tale
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I suring safety thraugh providing night shelter, non-
formal educatim, and vocational skill training were the
activities found in cammon, Assistance in settling down to
normal family lifé specially through counselling and guidance

was the special activity reported by Do Bosco Anbu Illam

and Nesakkaram,
B, MANAGEMENT INFORMAT ION :

l)Administrative set-up of the organisatims:

The Administrative set-up of all the organisations is
more or less uniform with a Director or Co-ordinator, Project
Officers to take care of the wvarious programmes and
secretarial staff, All the organisations have street
educators working at the grass-root level with the street
children,

The number of staff varies fram 22 to 51, In
Mariyalaya, Don Bosco Anbu Illam and Nesakkaram the entire
staff work for the welfare of street <c¢hildren, Indian
Council for Child Welfare (ICCW) which is a national level
organisation, has 65 staff in Madras City, out of which 10
personnel work in the project for street and working
children, In Asian Yauth Centre, nine out of the 22 staff
work with street children,

24 Financial details:

All the organisations raise their own funds fram 1local
sources, In addition, &except Mariyalaya, all the other
organ isations are spmsored by either the <central or state govern-
ment or both, Asian Youth Centre and ICCW are being helped by

International Organisations,
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There appears to be a sound linkage between the NGOs
working for street children, Central and State Gowermnments
have been extending financial help and three out of the five

organisatioms receive help fram renowned internationeal
bodies such as United Natims International Children's
Emergency Fund (UNICEF), Child Relief and You (CRY) and
International Labour Organisation (ILO) '

C ¢+ REHABILITAT ION MEASURES UNDERTAKEN BY THE NGO s

1, Identification of the street children:

Children who are found to live or spend most of their
time on the streets are collected by the personnel of the
various organisations and brought to the centres, These
children may or may not have family ties, Sane of them

cane in contact with the organisations through their own

family members, relatives or friends,

All the organisations have canmunity education centres
where non-formal education is imparted to Children under
Especially Difficult Circumstances (CEDS), Once the contact
is established, shelter is provided to children with no or
weak fanily ties, and also to children whose parents have

permitted them to stay at the centre,
2y Coverage of street children:

Table V gives the details of children catered to by
the NGOs in the shelter hamnes and contact centres and their

distribution according to age and sex,
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The number of children benef itting f rom the
rehabilitation measures fram the NGOs varied from 350 to
1000, (75 to 600 in the shelter hames and 200 to 725 in the

cantact centres) ,

ICCW has 350 children in the shelter hane but does not

have any cotact centres, It has issued identity cards to

eighty of its permmanent inmates,

Asian Youth Centre has 75 children in the shelter hane

and have contacts with 400 children , They do not provide

identity cards,

Don Bosco Anbu Illam has 1000 children with provision
for residential care for 600, They have cells set up in
the Railway Stations and the city bus stand fram where the

children are collected, They do not provide identity cards,

Nesakkaram provides shelter hane for runaways and
orphans who have been living on the streets, The comtact

centre catersto 200 children ,

Mariyalaya provides shelter hane for 75 and has
contacts with 725 street girls, Mariyalaya does not provide

identity cards to these girls,

3¢+ Specific rehabilitation measures:

The specific rehabilitation measures provided by the
organisations are discussed hereunder:
ay Provision of shelter hame:

The organisations provide for permanent shelter and/
or night shelter and contact centres, Children staying in

the shelter hanes are provided with matresses for sleep.
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While Mariyalaya, Do Bosco Anbu Illam and ICCW provide
permanent shelter, AYC provides wonly night shelter and
Nesakkaram runs a contact centre for street and working

children, ICCW runs five shelter hamnes - four for boys and

one exclusively for girls,

Asian Youth Centre runs one night shelter hane but
covers street children at 6 contact points in South Madras,
Don Bosco Anbu Illam runs thrvee permanent\‘homes and one mcadel
training rehabilitation centre, Nesakkaram acts as a camtact

centre for street children to receive rehabilitation measures,

Mariyalaya which is exclusively for street girls, runs

only one shelter hame, but has two caomtact centres in North

Madras,
by Provision of basic amenities:

The basic amenities provided by the organisations are

given in Table VI,
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For children residing at Mariyalaya foad has to be
provided either by parents / guardians, In the case of
orphans and run aways, the organisation provides them three
meals a daye On special occasions, all the inmates are

provided with cne meal sponsored by an ocutsiders

Don Bosco Anbu Illam also provides three meals a day
to all its inmatess Asian Youth centre and ICCW provide
snacks and one meal a d‘ay, respectively, while Nesakkaram

provides only snacks on special occasions,

All the five organisations provide clothes on an y early

basis or as per requirements and also for special occasions,

All the five organisations have adequate bath and toilet
facilitiesa Clean drinking water is also provided,

Provision ,of proper ventilation and lighting was also noted,

c4 Education:

The major objective of all the organisations has been
stated tc be educations T2ble VII shows the type of educatiom

provided,
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TABLE vil

PROVISION OF EDUCAT ION

SNo, Organisation s Types of Educatim

1, Indian Caincil for a) Non Formal Education
Child Welfare, TN,

2y Asian Youth Centre a) Free Schooling
b) Non Formal Education

3y Don Bosco Anbu Illam a) Free Schooling
b) Non Formal Education

4, Nesakkaram a) Non Formal Education

5, Mariyalaya a) Free schooling (Formal education)
b) Non Formal Education
c) Night schools

The education provided was mainly of non-formmal types
in the camnmunity-education centres, Three NGOs facilitate
formal education also, The Madras NGO Forum for Street and
Working Children has published a set of reading materials
based on a syllabus framed with the help of a group of
educationists, artists and writers under the guidance of the
State Resource Centre for No-Formal Education, Primers such
as "Arivu Thulir" "Arivu Malar" and "Arivu Kani" published

by UNICEF and the Madras NGO Forum are used (Figure ii ).«

d, Vocatimal training and job opportunities:

All the five organisations provide vocational guidance
and training to the street children in tailoring, two wheeler
mechanism, auto driving, carpentry, screen printing, plumbing,

horticulture, welding, soap making and embrocidery ,
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Depending o the field of training, the training period

extends from one week to one year, Mariyalaya, Asian Youth

Centre and Nesakkaram provide the trainees with stipend

either trom their own resources or through local sponsors,

The NGOs also network and employ the rchabilitated

children

in their own crganisations as helpers in the hostel, office
boys, watchman, cook, electrician, street educators, contact
persons etc,

Children from Don Bosco Anbu Illam are actively involved

in the Clean and Green Madras city project in collaboration

with the Corporation of Madras, Twenty boys from the same

institution have been selected by the government to receive

training under the Jawahar Rozghar Yojna (JRY) '

Mariyalaya, ICCW and Nesakkaram encourage these children
to save money, Normally the money is deposited with the co-

ordinator, Savings is done through hundis and bank accoun ts,

e, Health and welfare activities:

All the organisations provide regular health check-ups;,
ref erral services, awareness camp s, treatment of skin

diseases, provision of medicines and financial aid for

surgeries,

Dan Bosco Anbu Illam with the assistance of T ,T ,K
Foundation, Madras provides de-toxification of drug addict
children and provides ind iv idual counselling and group

therapy to the recovered drug addicts,
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Recreation is the main activity through which

o

thase

children are able to channelige their physical and mental

energy , All the NGOs provide ample sources of recreation

through mov ies, outings, dramatisatim by the children etc,

These children are also actively involved in the celebration
of National days such as Independence day, Human Rights Day
etc, The Madras NGO Forum for Street and wWorking children

also canducts annual sports meet for these children,
f, Socio-psychological rehabilitation:

Interviewees from all the five NGOs stated that steps
were taken to re-establish the children's contact with their
families, In Asian Youth Centre, prior to providing
institutional care, a soqial worker visits the family members
to explore the possibility for the child to return hane,
Guidance and cainselling are given to problematic children to

help them over come their traumatic expesriences on the

streets,

It was reported that rehabilitated children by and large
do not leave the organisation before the age of eighteen
whereby they are both physically, mentally and emotionally
stronger, However, except Mariyalaya, all the other
organisations reported of some instances where children run
aw ay from the centre, but return to any o the six
organisations, if not to the same, The reasons for these
incidents were attributed to the malaljustment of the

children to the rules annd regulations,
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g+ Legal protection:

Except Asian Youth centre, all the other organisations
stated that a fev of their children had previous police
records, In case of police detention, the carcerned NGOs
represent these children in the jJuvenile coarts,

Since most of the street boys 1lived in or near the
railway station, the most canmon offences were illegal cup
collection andg working avs unauthorised porters, The other
of fences were petty thefts, gambling and street brawls,

The street girls have been caught for street f ights,
thefts, non payment of debts and prostitution, However:
evea after rehabilitation, a few of these children were

reported to have comtinued to commit offences and g ot

arrested under suspicion,

Dy PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ORGAN ISAT IONS:
The problems faced by the NGOs are presented in T able
VIII,
TABLE VIII
PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ORGAN ISATIONS

SNo, Organisations Problems faced
1, Indian Council for a) Antagonism by the residents of the
Child Welfare, T N, locality,

b) Political disturbances,
c) Harassment by the Police,
2, Asian Youth Centre a) Irregularity of children in attending

training caurses or non formal classes

b) Paucity of funds,

3. Don Bosco Anbu a) Difficulty in getting across the mental
Illam barriers of the children
4, Nesakkaram a) Children being disorganised and sane

psychologically battered,

b) Antogonism by the residents of the ares

S5 Mariyalaya a) Non co-operation and incansistency
o girls and their parents
b) Inadequacy of space to caduct
prog rammes
c) Paucity of funds,




The main hinderance faced by all the NGOs was found to be the
non conformity of the children to the rules and regulations of the
institutions,

Lack of monetary and infrastructural facilities was also
r:eporte&.‘»i by AYC and Mariyalaya, while ICCW and Nesakkaram reported
of antagonism by the public (since the centres are located in
residential areas) and harassment by the police,

Ey FUTURE PIANS OF THE ORGAN ISAT ION :

The future plans of the Organisations are as given . in

Table IX,
TABLE IX
FUTURE PLANS OF THE ORGANISAT IONS
SNo, Organisations Future Proiects / Plans
1y Indian Council for a) Horticulture projects-for the age
Child Welf are group off 16 years and above,

b) Incane generating programmes for the
parents of street children,
¢c) Tailoring unit for street cihildren,
2, Asian Youth Centre a) Create more awareness thraugh
campaigns
b) Concentrating on alternative
prog rammes,
3, Don Bosco Anbu a) Boys Town- A hane away from hane
for run aways,
1llam b) Self employment schemes
¢) Documentation and training centre,
d) Housing scheme for married youth

44 Nesakkaram a) Pranote pecople's participation
b) Create a yath village
c) Bring about social transformation
d) Opening more centres for street and
working children,

5. Mariyalaya a) Fanily incone generating schemes
b} Vocatianal training in book binding
and catering,
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The main goal of all the NGOs is to bring aboaut social
transformattion and change in the attitude of the society
towards the street and working children, Provision of more
shelters and offering vocational training for the children

are also the major future thrust areas,

Both Mariyalaya and ICCW have plans for providing

income generating activities for the parents of the street

and working children,

The future plans thus stated have lcng temm perspecti\}es

and are directed towarde minimising the problems of street

children,
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Fy IMPACT OF THE REHABILITAT ION MEASURES ON THE BENEFICIARIES:

Th: ]J0O0 beneficisries coentacted i.e. the children rehabilitated,
representing the five NGOs, threw light on the impact of the
rehabilitation measures on the target graup,
1,Profile of the benef iciaries:

a, Age and sex:

Table X gives the distribution of the sample according

to their age and sex.

TA BLE X

AGE AND SEX WISE DISTRIBITION OF THE SAMP LE

S, No, Age group (in years) Percentage of children

Boys (n:75) Girls (n :25)

1, 11 - 12 45 .3 52
2, 13 - 14 2440 28
3, 15 - 16 13,3 16
4, 17 - 18 17,3 4

A large majority of the children were found to be under
14 years in the case of both boys and girls.
bs Nativity:

Fifty-seven per . cent boys and 88 per <cent girls
belonged to Madras city or its suburban areas; 39 per cent
and 12 per cent boys and girls respectively, had migrated
from other parts of Tamil Nadua Four per cent boys were from

other states too,



45

C+ Whereabouts of the wwspondents before rehabilitation:

On enquiring, it was found that there was a considerable
lapse of time between the periol the children left their
hanes and their entry into the NGOs concemed , The 1lapse
of time ranged from three months to more than four years,

Table XI gives the places of their stay prior to
joining the centres,

TABLE X1

PIACE OF STAY BEFORE REHABILITAT ION

SwNos Place of stay Percentage of children
Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)
1, Railway station 32 -
2, Place of work 15 8
3, Pavements/ cther
public places 35 ©8
45 Others ls 24

A large number of girls (64 per cent) had been 1living
on the streets for four or more y ears, They were found to

live on the pavements with their parents or family members,

Nineteen per cent of the boys and 24 per cent girls had
lived with friends, neighbours or relatives, but spent most
of their time on the streets,

Thirty-two per cent boys were found to have l¥ed on the
railway statios, while 15 per cent boys and 8 per cent girls

had lived in their places of work,
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Among the boys, 27 per cent had travelled to other

cities or areas of Tamil Nadu and nine per cent to other

states (mainly the cities or suburban areas of Bangalore,

Hyderabad and Bombay) .
d+ Reasons for living on the streets:
The reasmms stated by the respondents for living on the
Streets are as given in Table X111, and Fig. 1
TABLE XIr

REASONS FOR LIVING ON THE STREETS

S; Nos Reasmns Percentage of children *
Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)
l, Poverty 43 36
2y Family problems 20 24
3. Abandoned by the family 12 40
4, Run-Away 9 -
5+ Alcholic parent 9 20
6y Death of parents 8 -
7. Remarriage of parent (s) 4 4
8. Handicepped parent - 8

* Multiple Responsea

Forty-three per cent boys and 36 per cent girls stated
poverty as the main reason followed by family problems for
their apathy.s Income wise, all the respmdents belonged to
econanically weaker sections of the society, 1i,e,, living

below the poverty line,
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Forty per cent girls and 12 per cent boys stated
abandonment by their family as reasonsa. Thirty per cent of

the children belonged to single parent families,

In the case of nine per cent boys, the factors that led
them to run away fram hane and subseguently living on the
Streets were lack of interest in studies; adventurous spirit
and lure of the city life, _

Eight per cent of the boys lived on the streets due to
death of both parents. Alcoholic father, family problems,

remarriage of one or both parents were the other reasons

stated 3

@y Identification and entry into the Rehabilitation Centre:

While 53 per cent children had been identified and
brought to the organisations by the staff .of the NGOs
concemed, 10 per cent had been left in the centre either
by their family members or by relatives; 29 per cent had cane
to the rehabilitation centres with the help of their friends
or neighbours and eight per cent had come on their own.

All the girls stated that they had joined the
organisations of their own volition when approached by the
staff of the NGOs concemed, The boys on the otherhand who
were used to the free wheeling street 1life had to be
persuaded by the street educators and 32 per cent boys had
joined the centres after days' or months' of initial contacts
with the persmnel of the NGOs concerned .

With regard to the factors that had motivated them to
join the centre, provision of food, clothing and shelter were

the main reasons stated by 51 per cent of the respondents;
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20 per cent had jJoined the centre for sheer survival. Desire
for education and the urge to lead a decent life had inspired
42 per cent to join the centres, which stand testimony to

the eamest efforts putforth by the NGO s,

f. Years of stay at the centre:

The number of years of stay or contact with the centres

is presented in Table XI1Ia

TABLE XIII

ASSOCIATION WITH THE NGOs AT THE CENTRE

S. No. Number of years Percentage of children
Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)

1. Below 1 29 20

2, 1 -2 23 28

3. 2 - 4 39 | 36

4. 4 and above 9 16

Twenty nine per cent boys and 20 per cent girls had been
in the rehabilitation centre for nearly a year; 39 per cent
boys and 36 per cent girls have been with the organisations
for 2-4 years, The percentage of girls staying for four or
more yéars was found to be higher (16 per cent) than that
of boys.

g, Associqtion with their families:

Table XIV shows the categories of children benef itting

from t he rehabilitation measures, classified in

accordance with their family ties.
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TABLE XIV

CATEGORIES OF CHILDREN REHA BILITATED

SyNo, Categories Percentage of children

Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)

1, Living with family
(attends the centre) 52 88

2, Living in the centre and
has family contacts 17

3, Living in the centre with
no family cantacts 31 12

The children fell under three broad categories baéed
on their family contacts : children attending the day centre
or staying in the night shelter, while continuing to live
with their families (52 per cent boys and 88 per cent girls);
Seventeen per cent of the boys lived in the centre but had
contact with their fanily and the remaining children were
living in the centre with no fanily ties at all (31 per cent

boys and 12 per cent girls) ’

Only 74 children (52 boys and 22 girls) had contacts

with their familiess, Table XV. gives the details on family

size with number of siblingsa
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The reasons given by the respondents for dropping out
of school are presented in Table XVIs
TABLE XVI

REASONS FOR DROPP ING OUT OF SCHOOL

S, No. ' Reasons Percentage of children

Boys (n:67) Girls (n:14)

1, Lack of interest in studies | 28 21
2, Family problems 21 36
3. Poverty 18 29
4y Run-away s 18 -
5 Oters 13 14
Oy Not stated 1 -

The major reasons for dropping out of school as stated
by the boys were lack of interest in studies (28 per cent)
and family problems (21 per cent), On the other hand, girls
attributed their dropping out to family problems (36 per

cent) and poverty (29 per cent),

iy History of violation of law: .
A considerable proportion of the respondents, when on
the streets faced harassment by the authorities of law (43

per cent boys and 20 per cent girls) ,

The reasons for police detention are given in Table XVII.
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TABLE XVII

REA SONS FOR HA RASSMENT

S,No, Reasons Percentage of children
Boys (n:32) Girls (n:5)

1. Under suspicion 44 20
2. Cup-ccllection 19 -
3. Street fights 13 80
4a Gambling 9 -
5, Stealing 6 -
64 Others 9 -

The major reasms for harassment of boys was found to
be suspicion (44 per cent) as against 20 per cent among
girls, Eighty per cent of the girls admitted that street
fights were the reasons for such instances,

Among boys, 19 per cent had history of detention by the
railway police for illegal <cup collection, working as
unlicenced porters, dfug pedelling or begging, Gambling and

petty fights were reported by 16 per cent boys,

Twenty per cent of the boys had been taken to juvenile

courts and eight per cent had been institutionalised bef ore

rehabilitation,
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j+ Employment pattern:
Table XVIII gives the categories of employment of the

56 boys and 10 gqgirls who had been employed prior to

rehabilitations

TABLE XVIII

EMP LOYMENT STATUS

S Noa O ccupatio Percentage of children
Boys (n:56) Girls (n:10)
1 Coolie 33 -
"2 Cup-collection 22 -
3, Unskilled labour 18 42
4a Mechanic 13 -
5, Tea/Hotel boys 5 -
6, Domestic help 2 48
7, Rag-p ickers 5 -
84 Others 2 10

A large percentage of the boys (33 per cent) were
employed as coolies, porters in railway stations, etc; while

48 per cent girls were employed as danestit helpsa

Twenty-two per cent of boys were employed as cup
collectors in the stations and 2 per cent employed as
vendorsa Forty-two per cent of the girls were employed in
small industries and petty shops and 10 per cent as hawkers

and flower sellerss



2 REHABILITATION MFASURES RECEIVED :

The details

about the various
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rehabilitation measures

received are given in Table XIX. ad:Plate I (a-f)

TABLE XIX

REHABILITAT ION MEASURES A VAILED

© . b)

S No, A spects Specific help Percentage of children*
Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)
1, Shelter
a), Type-of Shelter Permanent 45 .3 88
Night shelter 27,0 12
Contact centre 28 -
Provision of
accessories Mats/Blankets 72,0 100
c) Infrastructural Toilet and bath
facilities facilities 100 100
2w Food Once a day 73,3 20
Thrice a day 27 16
Only on special
occasims 80 16
3, Clothing Regqularly .23 52
Yearly 29,3 -
Special
occasions - 100 100
4 Vocational
T raining With stipend 20 8
- Without stipend 12 28
54 Health services Regular check-up 100 100
Provision of medi-
cines and finan- -
cial aid for
surgery 80 72
A ttending health
camp s 35 56
Guidance and
counselling 15 8
Treatment of skin
diseases 19 32
Detoxif icatimn 11 -
(S Recreation Games and sports
m eet 100 84
Movies 93.3 96
Outtings 84 56
Creative activity
and cultural meet 36 92

* Multiple responses



‘AN EFFORT TO RETRIEVE THEIR LOST CHILDHOOD

PLATE I(a)

TO STRIVE, TO SEEK, YET NOT TO YIELD

PLATE I(b)

NON FORMAL CLASS IN PROGRESS




PLATE I(c)

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

7PLATE I(4)

ALL WORK AND NO PLAY, MAKES JACK A DULL BOY




PLATE I(e)

FRESH AIR TO BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO ME

PLATE I(£)

A NEW LIFE BET
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The rehabilitation of the childrenincludes both welfare

and developmental activitiess The three necessities of life -
foad, clothing and shelter are provided to the children to
ensure safe and healthy 1livinga

Health and recreational services for proper physical
and psychological channelization were also provided for their
holistic develcpmenta Skill development and rudimen tary

education are provided to help them canbat the ills of street

1if [SE'N

In specific terms, as a result of joining the centres, 87
per cent boys and 56 per cent girls have started receiv ing
non-formal education as part of their rehabilitation measures
by the NGOsa Eleven per cent boys and 44 per cent of the
girls started attending formal schools with the financial
help of the NGOs cmcerneds Two boys fram Don Bosco Anbu

Illan are also assisted to caitinue f ormal educatim in

board ing schools«

However, three per «cent boys were found to ramain

illiterate even after rehtilitatima
as Employment after rehabilitation:

After rehabilitation prcgrammes, 57 per cent boys and 44
per cent girls were employeda Eighteen per cent of the boy s
took to nam-formal educations Thirteen‘ per cent boys and
11 per cent girls have shifted fram their previous jobs to
better vocatims after they received train ing in the
particular field, While all the 11 per cent girls took up
tailoring, f jve per cent boy s shif ted to working as

horticulturists, three per cent to mechanics and two per cent

to carpentry
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bs Use of leisure time by the children:

The leisure hours available to the respandents varied
fran thirty minutestc twohours or more every dayws Table XX
shows the leisure time activities of the childrena

TABLE XX

LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES OF THE CHIIDREN

S; No, Activities Percentage of children*
S (n: 100)

1, Play 37

2, Study 22

34 Reading (Non-Formal classes) 17

4, Watching movies 15

5, Helping the street educator 12

* Multiple Respm ses

Thiry-seven per cent of the respondents stated that
they spent their leisure haur playing with peers; 22 per cent
were study ing and 17 per cent attended non-formal classess
Watching movies and helping the street educator were stated

by 15 per cent and 12 per cent of the respamdents

respectivelya
All the leisure time activities pointed out the
positive trend set by the NGOs to channelise the abundant

energies of these budding youth on constructive liness
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3. Human Relatiemship:

Eighty-three per cent respandents reported to have close
friends, with 54 per cent having friends in the same age
grauap and the rest being friendly with older children too,

Ten per «cent were found to have friends of both the

categoriesa

However, conflicts among peers was not un common i Only
24 per cent boys and 40 per cent girls stated that they never
enter into fightss. Sixty-three per cent boys and 48 per cent
girls stated that they f aught occasionally while 13 per cent
boys and 12 per cent girls admitted that they always fought
with their peers.

The reasons for canflicts are as given in Table XX1I.

TABLE XXI

REASONS FOR CONFLICTS

S, No, Reasons Percentage of children
Boys (n:57) Girls (n:15)
1, Provocation or Teasing 30 47

2., Desire to win while

p lay ing 42 20
3. Self-defence 12 13
4, Others ' 16 20

The main reason for fighting among boys appeared to be
provocation or teasing (42 per cent), while desire to win
in play was the prime reason as stated by the girlsa Dislike
towards a particular child, boredam, fun, etc were also the

reasons for confrentation,
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While 74 per cent of the respondents cmsidered that

the society was sympathetic towards them, 26 per cent felt

that the society had either been indifferent or hostile

towards them.

However, the psychologically battered children are given

guidance and coounselling at the centre, It was shocking

to note that many of these children are also addicted to

drugs, (Sixty per cent of the respondens of Don Bosco Anhu

Illam, between the ages of 13-16 years have undergone

detoxification at the T,T.K. roundation Centre, # adras.)

Forty-four per cent respmdents reported of harassment

in the rehabilitation centre - 27 per cent by peers and the

rest by older children and staff of the centres,
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42 Future plans and ambitims of the beneficiaries:
Table XXII presents the future plans of the street
children under studya.
TABLE XXII

FUTURE P LANS

SaNo, Future plans Percentage of children

Boys (n:75) Girls (n:25)

1, Decent jobs 57 44
2, Settle with family 1 18
3. Undecided 42 38

Fifty-seven per cent boys and 44 per cent girls wanted
to be employed in decent jobs, vocations such as tailoring,
carpentry, plumbing, auto driving were their choice fields.
The girls mainly wanted to settle and start their own familyas

That a cmsiderable proportion of the beneficiaries
(42 per cent boys and 38 per cent girls) were unsure about
their future plans points out the pessimistic attitude of
the street childrenas It may take a longer period for them

to cane out of the shackles of their vagrant lifes
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V. SUMMARY AND CONC LU SION
This study examines the rehabilitation measures for
street children undertaken by the NGOs in Tamil Nadua. T he
data were collected both fram the NGOs and the target groupsa
The heads of five NGOs located in “Madras city namely,
Indian Council for Child Welfare (ICCW), Asian Yauth Centre
(AYC), Don Bosco Anbu Illam, Nesakkaram and Mariyalaya were

approached with an interview schedule to collect necessary

details,

Twenty beneficiaries in the 11-18 age group were
randomly selected fram each NGO (comprising a total of 100
beneficiaries - 75 boys and 25 girls) for studying the

impact of the programmes on the «clientele through an

interview schedules

The findings of the study are summarised hereunder:

NGOs' Perspective:

* All the organisations under study have been working with

street children from mid-1980"'ss While ICCW works for both
street boys and girls, Mariyalaya is exclusively for street
girls and the other three NGOs cater to boys onlysa The NGOs
network with Madras NGO Forum for Street and Working Children

and share the common goal of creating a better life for their
beneficiariesa

* The number of staff working for street children in the five
NGOs varied from 22 to 51. The administrative set-up is
almost similar in all the NGOs, the street educator playing
a key role at the field level, While the organisations raise
their own funds, they are being assisted by central and state

gowemments and international bodies such as UNICEF, ILO and
CRYa

* By and large, the NGOs came in contact with the children
directly on the streets; Don Bosco Illam and Nesakkaram have
set up child monitoring booths in the railway stationse
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Except Nesakkaram, the other NGOs provide shelter home
facilitiesa Nesakkaram acts as a mobilizing centre, T he
coverage of children varied fram 350 .to 1000-75 to 600 in the
shelter hanes and 200 to 725 in the contact centres,

*

* Don Bosco Anbu Illam provides full residential care, while
ICCW, AYC and Mariyalaya provide night shelterss T he
shelter hanes provide accommodation with proper ventilatien

and lighting, adequate toilet and bath facilities, clean
drinking water and matresses for sleeping,

* Only Dan Bosco Anbu Illam provides three meals a day; in
Mariyalaya, food is provided only to runaways and orphans.
The other NGOs provide only snacks, On special occasims
all the NGOs provide free meals, All the NGOs provide
clothes as per requirements and for special occasims,

*1 For Non-Formal Education, the Madras NGO Forum for Street
and working children had published a set of reading materials
under the guidance of the State Resource Centre for
Non-Formal Educationa

Don Boscc Anbu Illam, AYC and Mariyalaya also assist
their beneficiaries to get formal educatim if desired.

* All the NGOs provide vocational training coursesa Don
Bosco Anbu Illan runs a 'model training centre's Assistance
fran other NGOs and natiomal programmes such as Jawahar
Rozghar Yojna (JRY) was reported to be soughta

* The NGOs provide regular health check-ups, AIDS and STD
awareness camps, referral services, treatment of skin diseases
and guidance and cainselling for drug addict children,

* Celebration of Natienal days such as Independence Day,
Human Rights Day, etc and organisation of sports and cultural

meets were also reported, to bring out the talents of the
children.

* All the NGOs reported of representing their beneficiaries
in juvenile courts when kept in custady under suspicimm .

* Nen-confirmmity of the children to the rules and regulations
of the organisation, inadequacy of funds, and infrastructural
facilities, public antagnism and police harassment were the
major hinderances faced by the NGOsa

* Despite the hurdles faced, the future plans of all the NGOs
are laudable, iees, to bring about social transformation and
attitudinal change towards street children~ Both Mariyalaya
and ICCW have plans to initiate incane generating activities
for the parents of the street children also,
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Impact. of Rehabilitation on the clientele:

* A majority of the children under study hailed from Madras
City or suburbs,

* Fifty-three per cent of the beneficiaries were identified
and brought to the centres by the staff of the NGOs while
others had cane either on their own accord or with the help
of their fanily members or neighbours,

* The period of associatin with the NGOs for a large
majority of the respondents ranged fram two to four or more
yearss That forty-two per cent respamdents had contacts
with the NGOs concerned not only for sheer survival but also
for a decent life through educatiay stands testimony to the

efforts of the organisations to rehabilitate street
childrengs : '

* While 52 per cent boys and 88 per cent girls lived with
their families and participated in the programmes in the
cantact centres, 17 per cent boys lived in the shelter hanes

but had family camtactsa The remaining boys and girls had
no family ties at alls

* Large family size (5-11 members), poverty and broken hanes

had been the reasons attributed by the children to be on
the streetsa T he places of stay prior to rehabilitation
were mainly pavements or other public places (35 per cent

boys and 68 per cent girls), while 32 per cent had 1lived
in  the railway statias,

* Seventy-two per cent of the respomdents were school drop
cuts and 9 per cent illiterates., The main reason for

dropping out of school was attributed to lack of interest in
studies,

* Seventy five per cent boys and 40 per cent girls had leen
in employment, the nature of jobs being porterage,
vending, cup-collectiam, rag picking etc for boys, and girls
worked as domestic helps, rag pickers or workers in petty
shops,

* There were instances of police harassment (37 per cent),
mainly under suspicion and for street fightsa Twenty per
cent of the boys had been to juvenile courts and eight per
cent were institutionalised prior to rehabilitation,

* As part of their rehabilitation, the children received
both welfare and developmental inputs from the NGOs such
as foady, clothing, shelter, health services, educatioy,
vocatimal training, and recreational facilities to ensure
their physical, mental and emotional development and to
bring about changesin their 1liv ing canditions,

As @ result of their associatiomn with the NGOs, 87
per cent beneficiaries have taken tc non-formal education,
while 19 per cent are catinuing their f ormal educatim..
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Af ter receiving vocatiomal training 16 per cent
children have been employ in newer fields such as

tailoring, carpentry, welding, two-wheeler mechanism and
auto driving,

*

While 74 per cent had developed faith in fraternity and
reported of society's sympathy towards then, 26 per cent
still felt that the society had either an indifferent or
hostile attitude towards them, There were instances of 16

per cent boys running away fram the rehabilitation centre,
but returning after a few day s or weekss,

* That 58 per cent boys and 62 per cent girls had a positive
and futuristic attitude towards their own lives proves the
impact of the rehabilitation measures by the NGOs., While

a majority of boys as well as girls desired for decent
jobs, 18 per cent girls expressed their wish to settle down
in family 1lifea However, the future appears to be bleak

for 42 per cent boys and 38 per cent girls who may take samne
more time to recaup fran the shackles of their street 1lif e«

Conclusion:

As shown in the empirical model (Fige2), the street
children who are shunned by the society and outcasted can

becane worthy and productive citizens with self/festeem and

respect, when the NGOs provide them with a conbination of

pPsycho-social and econamic inputs for rehabilitatione

These neglected and ostracised children who are likely
to turn delinquent, deviant and/or rebellious, need to be
accepted by the society and their potential recogniizedas
This can be acheived by the NGOs through guidance and
counselling and value. oriented education, which will enable

them overcane their antagmism towards society and also

3

buildup their selffesteema

These spirited children at the threshold of their vibrant
youth; need to be trained in skills and guided for suitable
?vocatims which would raise their economic status and well
beinga The NGOs concermned can mould the street children

to becane prospercus small entrepreneurs
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The World Summit for children convened by the United

Nations in September 1990, had made an urgent universal

appeal to the member natins to make a solemn canmitment to

give high priority to the Rights of Children, to their

survival, protecticm and developmenta Nodoaubt, the millions

of children in India, who 1live under especially difficult

circumstances including the street children, deserve their

rightful share in the global efforts to implement the Plan

of Action by the United Natimse There can be no task

nobler than giving every child a better futures
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APPENDIX T

AVINASHILINGAM INST ITUTE FOR HOME SCIENCE AND H IGHER
EDUCAT ION FOR WOMEN
(Deemed University)

REHA BILITAT ION MEASURES FOR STREET CHIILDREN
BY THE NGOs IN TAMIL NADU

l. Name of the Organisatien :
2. Name of the respondent :
3. Designation :
I BACKGROUND INFORMAT ION OF THE ORGAN ISAT ION
l. When was the organisation started?
2. Nature of the organisatiem :
a. Govemment sponsored : Central / State
b. Voluntary organisatieon
c. Project of any international organisatim
3. If voluntary organisatien, specify the source of resources.

4, What are the objectives for starting the organisation?

5. What are the programmes undertaken by your organisation?

II ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGAN ISAT ION

6, Was your organisation started specifically for street
children?

7. If not, when was the project for street children started?
8, Does your organisation undertake Rehabilitation measures

for street children or does it act as a centre for
mobilizing these children?

9. i Are there other child welfare programmes undertaken by
yaur organisation?

ii If yes, specify,
III ADMINISTRATIVE SETUP OF THE ORGANISAT ION
10. How many staff are employed in your organisation?

ll. Do you have separate heads for all the programmes-or only
for specific progranmes?



12. How many staff are employed for the street children
welfare activities?

13. Does your organisation work with Governmental or NGOs f or
the welfare of street children?

14, If yes, specify the agencies,
IV INFORMATION ON THE STREET CH ILD REN

15. How do yau identify and classify street children?
16, How many children are there in your organisation?

17. Please specify age-wise, the number of boys and girls in
yoaur organisation.

6- 10 11-135 16 Yrs & Total
Yrs Yrs above

Male
Female
18, Doyou give them identity cards?

19, How do you collect background information about these
children?

20. Do these children have camtact with their families?

2l. Doy take steps to re-establish contact with their
families?

22. Doyai organise counselling for the family members?
V TYPES OF REHABILITATION MEASURES
23. Doyou provide shelter for these children?

24, If yes, (a) Full time shelter
. (b) Night shelter

25. Doyou provide them free meals?

26, If yes, how many times a day do you provide food?

27 . What are the facilities you have for providing education?
(a) Free schooling
(b) Non-formal education
(¢) Night schools

(d) Conmunity education centre
(e) Others



28. Doyou provide them:
S. No. Welfare Activity Specific help / Details
1. I;ﬁmunization ’
2. Medical check-up
3. Guidance & Counselling'
4, Recreation

5. Savings

29. Provisian of basic amenities :
(a) Doyou provide them bath and toilet facilities?
(b) Do you provide them clothes?
(c) If yes, doyou provide them clothes
(a) Regularly

(b) Yearly
(c) Special Occasions

30. Do the rehabilitated children work?

3l. i Do ya give them vocational training?
ii If yes, in what fields are they trained?
32. Doyou have any :
i Special vocational training centre for street children?
ii How long is the training?
iii Do they receive any stipend?
iv Who pays the stipeng?

33. Do you collaborate with other agencies, factories, hotels
etc., to rehabilitate these children?

34. What are the job potentials for the rehabilitated children?

35. Do you employ the rehabilitated children in your organisation?
If yes, specify.



36,

VI

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.

VII

44,

Do you have any incane generating programmes f or the
fanily members?

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ORGANISAT ION

What are the problemns you have faced or facing in the
exeaution of the rehabilitation programmes?

Do they run off fran the rehabilitation centres frequently?
Do these children have previous police record?
What are the type of offences cammitted by them?

Do they continue to commit petty thefts even after joining
the organisatim?

Are they harassed by police, municipality or other
asthorities of law and order?

Doyou represent the children belonging to your organisa-
tion in case of any problem with the authorities of law?

FUTURE P ERSPECT IVE

What are the projects or future plans your organ isatim
has devised for the welfare of street children?



APPENDIX I
AVINASH ILINGAM INSTITUTE FOR HOME SC IENCE AND HIGHER
EDUCAT ION FOR WOMEN
(Deemed University)

REHABILITAT ION MEA SURES FOR STREET CHILDREN
BY THE NGOs IN TAMIL NADU

l. Name of the respondent :
2. Age :

3. Sex :

4. Native Place :

5. 1 Educatimal qualificatim
bef ore rehabilitatim : (a) Literate
(b) Illiterate

ii What is the reason for dropping out of school?

iii Present educational status : (a) Formal school
(b) Nen-Formal
(¢} Illiterate

I FAMILY BACKGROUND
l. Doyou live with your : (a) Parents
(b) Father
. (c) Mother
(d) Siblings
(e) Peers
() Alone
2. Where do you live ?
3. If with fanily, details :
Name Relation to Sex Age Educa- occupa- Incane
respondent tion tim (P, M.)
4, If alone, how long have Yo been living on the streets?
5. Why have you taken to living on the streets?

6, Do you have contact with yar family?

7. Have you been to other cities/towns on your own?

84 If yes, name the places,



IT EMPIOYMENT DETAILS OF THE STREET CHILDREN BEFORE & AFTER
REHABILITAT ION

9. 1) Areyou employed at present?
ii) Where ‘were y wu employed before rehabilitation?

10. Are yau employed part-time or full-time?
1l. How many hours aday do you work?
12. a) How much wage do yaa receive per day?

b) Doyou save your earmn ings?

o If yes, mode of saving?
13. How many hours of rest do you get in a day?
14, What doyoaa do in yaur leisure hours?

15. Do you work at nights?

16. Doya get extra wages for working nights?

II1 DETAILS ON STREET LIFE
17 . How does the society react towards yo?
(a) Sympathetic
(b) Hostile
(¢) Indifferent
18. Doya play with others?
19. Doya fight with other street children?
(a) Always
(b) Occasicnally.
(c) Never
20 . What are the reasms for fighting?
2l1. Have you been harassed by the authorities of law?
22. 1f yes, give reasams
23. Have you been rananded or taken to juvenile courts?

24, How many times have you been remnanded?

25. Have you been institutimalised before?



26, Do you face problems of harassment fran peers and others

M street?
IV ADMISSION TO THE NON-GO VERNMENTAL ORGANISATION
27, How did you cane to know abaut this organisation?
28, When did you cane in contact with the NGO personnel?

2P .Did you have contact sessias prior to joining the
organisatim?

30 . What motivated you to join this organisation?

31. How many years have you been with this particular
organisation?

32. Have yau been with other agency / organ isation bef ore
this?

33. Have yas ever run away fram any organisatiom?

34, If yes, give reasms,

V. FACILITIES PROVIDED BY THE NGO

S.No. Facilities Provided Details Opinim

35 . Shelter
i Permanent Shelter

ii Night Shelter

36, Basic Amenities

i Food
ii Clothing
iii Toilet & Bath
37+ Educatio
i Form al
ii Na-Fomal

3B, Vocatimal Training
P, Health Services

4. Recreatim



VI SOCIO-PSYCHOILOGICAL PERSPECT IVES

41, Doyou have close friends?
42. What do they do?

43, What is your future plan or ambition?



