Translating research to produg;

remains a hurdle, say experts
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Panellists at a webinar on
“The Innovation Bridge -
Universities as India’s new
R&D Powerhouses’ exa-
mined the roadblocks to
translational research, and
what industry seeks in or-
der to have durable com-
mercial advantage in re-
search innovations.

“There is an innovation
gap. The industry funds
mostly the outcomes while
academia funds early stag-
es of innovation and re-
search not done by the in-
dustry. Both approaches
are rational but sometimes

misaligned,” said Mahesh
Ramachandran, the foun-
der of CIGS Tech Innova-
tions and Partner Pontaq
Lross Border Inmovation
Funid, Chennai.

The webinar was organ-
“ised as part of a series tit-
led ‘Future Career Conver-
sations’ Dby
Institute of Science & Tech-
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nology (SRMIST), Kattan-

kulathur, in association-

with The Hindu.

Krishnan Naganathan,
innovation consultant and
founder, Think Horizon
Consulting LLP, Chennai,

said the ability to convert -

concepts into commercial
applications requires deep
tech, and manufacturing
and marketing expertise.

The speakers agreed
that the conversion of aca-
demic research into a use-
ful solution was the bottle-
neck, even though India
was scaling its talent pool
with a visible energy be-
hind start-ups.

“India can think global
for every sector today.
There is no shortage of
capable people or funds.
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But we need guidance and
direction for everyone to
move beyond the services
sector;” Mr. Krishnan said.
University-led IPs (intel-
lectual property) as a stra-
tegic asset is what institu-

_tions like SRMIST were

building, representatives
from the institute said.

“The announcement of
establishing 100 labs inside
academic institutions
across the country by the
government... is a step for-
ward in that direction,”
said Sharntanu Patil, direc-
tor of Entrepreneurship &
Innovation at SRMIST.

N. Venkata Sastry, direc-
tor of the career centre at
SRMIST; said, “The 100+
Professors of Practice
hand-hold our research

. students, showing them

the pathways that can ac-
tually lead to & product
which can be protected
with a patent -or copy-
right,” he said. The webi-
nar can be viewed at
newsth.live/THSRMTY
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