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CHAPTER - 1
INTRODUCTION
1.1.  General Introduction about Medicinal Plants

Plants served as a significant resource for food, medicine, fertilizer, shelter, and
clothing (Mulugeta et al., 2024). Nowadays, people’s attention to medicinal plants were
increasing due to universal pandemic, they have concerned about their health and
persistently sick people are desiring herbal medicines to boost immune system (Panjiyeva &
Elmurodova, 2024). However, 85% of the world population sees medicinal plants to be

primary healthcare and source for drug discovery (Fitzgerald et al., 2020).

The uses of medicinal plants have various beneficial effects which is commonly
used to treat illness, it has been practiced over the generations. Salmeron et al., explained
about folk medicine was knowledge and practices founded on the beliefs of aboriginal
public which is used to prevent physical and mental illness (Salmerén-Manzano et al.,
2020). In global healtheare utilization of natural products and their derivatives, contributing
to over half of the medications throughout the world (Shedoeva et al., 2019). Due to climate
change, over-harvesting and habitat loss can affect the conservation of these plants.
Insufficient conservation of medicinal plants can impact their yield (Roopashree et al.,
2024).

The evolution of modem medicine can offer lifesaving solution, yet it has a great
challenge to treat side effects. Therefore, herbal medicine can be used as an alternative
remedy (Abubakar & Haque, 2020). For decades, medicinal plants produce natural products
which have diverse group of bioactive compounds are alkaloids, phenols, saponin,

terpenoids, tannins etc., to treat various disease (Cedillo-Cortezano et al., 2024)

The gaining of cthnomedicinal knowledge in biosciences is to explore novel
bioactive compounds and create plant extract formulations for various pharmaceutical

purposes. Drug discovery is a tedious process and should select suitable method depends
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