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B Age of admission to Class.1

in Kerala will remain five

‘years, State Minister fqr
- General Education V. Si-

vankutty has said:
Any. sudden change in

the minimum age of admis-
sion to six years will create
social problems, the Mins-

ter said at a press meet .

here on Wednesday. The
Union. Ministry of Educa-
tion had a few days ago
written to States and Union
Territories to fix six years

. as the minimum age of ad-

mission to Class 1 this year.
The Ministry’s latest

missive, dated February 15,
is the third time that States

and Union Territories have

been asked to align the age

LTI

The Centre had
written to States to
fix six years$ as the
minimum age of

admission to Class 1

in line with NEP

of admissign to ‘Class 1 at‘~

six in line with the Nagi
‘Education Poli  Nationial
Similar notices wearq
sued last year and I:r 2e0’281
in_the wake of the NEp

launch. The Ministrys. g;_

rective also points. to, the
Right of Children to Free

and Compulsory Educa-

tion (RTE) Act, that covers

" education of children from

the age.of sixto 14, -

Last year too, the State

* had decided against raising
the minimum age. Then, -

the Minister had . i

government woulsdmg'riﬂrzg
clarity on the issue in the
nex; academic year on the
basis of the M.A. Khadey

Committee .report on -

school education.
However, the Minister

on Wednesday said the

State had good school en-
rolment numbers and few
dropouts. Also, childrep
here joined kindergartey,
at the age of three and by

the age of five, were Teady

tO\JOm @lass 1., In such a

context, there was no. Negq « -

to delay their Class 1 adpy:.-

sionbyayear. .-
States had a right to take

decision on matters of edy-

cation, and Kerala hag de-

cided to stick ¢o the age of. .

; Ager()‘f adﬂlissiOH to Class.l B )
o "xinKeralawill remain5 years -

five for schiool admissiop,

the Ministersatd, .
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