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Adivasi languages translation app to be launched tomorrow

The Hindu 31.08.25
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NEW DELHI

The beta version of Aadi
Vaani, a translation model
based on artificial intelli-
gence for Adivasi languag-
es, will be released on Mon-
day, officials said.

The application will be
tested by the Tribal Affairs
Ministry as part of the Adi
Karmayogi initiative for ca-
pacity-building in tribal dis-
tricts across India.

Under development by
the Ministry for a little over
a year now, the app will be
Jaunched with capabilities
to translate Bhili (Bhil lan-
guage), Mundari (Munda),
Gondi (Gond), Santali (San-
tal), Kui (Kandha), and Ga-
ro (Garo), officials said. It
will help translate speech
and text in Hindi and En-
glish to these languages

and vice versa.

Officials said the Minis-
try had been building a da-
tabase of sentences in each
of these languages with the
help of experts. Each lan-

' guage had a database of ov-

er one lakh sentences.
Resource persons from
tribal research institutes
across the country, in col-
laboration with the Indian
Institute of Technology;

Delhi, the Birla Institute of

Tgchnology and Science,
Pilani, and the Indian Insti-
tutes of Information Tech-
nology in Hyderabad and
Naya Raipur, have deve
loped the app.

The database has been
built by identifying experts
who read, speak, and write
these languages. They in-
clude school teachers, pro-
fessors, researchers, and
CoOMmunity leaders from

€ regions where these
languages are Spoken.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs wi|
test the app across the country,

Among the six lan A
es, Bhili (or Bhilodi) lgsu E}ﬁg
most commonly spoken
according to the 2011 Ceni
sus, which recorded over

1.04 crore speakers of it in
India, most of them in Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Gujarat.
This is followed by San-
tali, which is spoken by
about 73.68 lakh people
mostly in Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, and
Assam; Gondi, spoken by
29.84 lakh largely in Chhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, and Mah-
arashtra; and Mundari by
about 11.28 lakh concen-
trated in Jharkhand and
Odisha. Kui is spoken by
around 9.41 lakh mostly in
Odisha; and Garo by abopt
11.45 lakh people mostly in
Meghalaya and Assam.
Ministry officials said
that to begin with, the aPP
had used publicly available
content to train the modet
Content included Adivast
folklore and traditional
songs and speec

SR

hes of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

_ Senior officials in the Mi-
nistry said the Adi Kar-
mayogi initiative would be
the ideal testing ground for
thg app. “Through the
wide use during the work-
shops and training exercis-
es part of Adi Karmayogi
the corpus of each lani
guage will increase and the
lfarge languviﬁle model’s per-

ormance will im %
GESGa
The beta version wi
made available on G(‘:g{glls’es}
Play Store and Apple’s Ap
Store. “The nature of LLMl;
is such that it wil] only get
betterd with fmore use as
more data is fed intg i+ »
official said. P
Officials who wq
the app’s glevelopmre]x:ic;aoig
that a major challenge W
to find an adequate nu &
ber of experts as the taskrg-f

h N

}-ecording audio and writ-

ing the language’s scrip‘:,g:r

Ehg app’s database wyag
tlme-cpnsuming”.

A Mm.istry official sajq
the application had been
put through “internationaj
standards for testing accu-
racy_of translations”, and
that it had “more than met
the r,fequirements for accu-
Tacy” so far. The govern-
ment Intended to use the
app widely during the Adj
Karmayogi initiative
Fhrough Which the Ministr;/
Is targeting Capacity-build-
Ing of about 20 lakh volyp.
teers, village officials, and
community leaders across
one lakh tribal villages,

“There will also be 3
specific feedback mechan.
1sm on Adi Karmayog; por-
tals to report on the usage
of the Aadi Vaani app, and
the app, of course, Wﬂi also
have one,” the official said



