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X. IHTRODOCTIOH

Clothing i« ono of tho basin needs whleh to in existence* 
right fron tho beginning of Mankind* Clothes can eontrlbute 
to "that difficult to define quality** called oharn or personal 
attractiveness* The origin of clothing nay be traced to several 
different sources* the nost obvious of which was ths desire to 
protest the body froa the frost and damp* The desire for 
distinction and recognition of aooonpllabsent is very hnsan and is 
expressed through slothing* According to Erwin and Kinohen 
(1969)* slothes tend to expand and extend personality* A good 
deal of uajesty* night* doolnlon* power n d  nystery depend upon 
a person*s slothing!

Clothing often serves as a Measure of an individual*s 
financial status and nonet ary aosoapllehncnt * To derive maxlnus 
satisfaction froa ths noney available for slothing* one Must know 
the art of slothing selection* sere and the maintenance of the 
lteas possessed* Suoeees is slothing nenagenent depends sn 
careful planning of the budget*

Craig and Rush (1954) are of the opinion that* a budget 
is a record of tho pact expenditures and an estimation of the 
future expenditure and an iteulsatlon of the current expenses* 
Clothing budget of any fonlly is affected by factors like Insane* 
else and taste of the fanlly and the social eustons! On a
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limited slothing budget, olothlng should bo selected to salt 
several ooeassions. There are Means by which afaaily oan 
stretoh their olothlng budget. They lnolude, oonetmotion at 
garnent 9 laundering at hone and ironing I

Clothes give better service when oared for than when 
nogleeted. Clothes should not be allowed to remain dirty
sinoe it nay lead to nioroblal growth that are harnfal to the 
skin.' Hence dirty elothes oust be washed and ironed as 
frequently as possible. The process of laundering, as eaunonly 
used subjeots fabrlos to the action of water, temperature, 
friotlon and detergent, e^i: Bess (1958).

Todd and Meeallough (1908) opine that regular ears does 
nuoh to keep clothes neat and clean and help to Maintain a 
well groomed look with n sdnlnan effort. To gain a well 
groaned appearance and to bring out unity and variety in a 
United wardrobe, washed clothes aust be veil pressed and 
ironed. Ironing is aprooess which gives a snooth surface free 
from wrinkles and is the last step in laundering.

To day, in most of the households, elothes after washing
beare given to dhobi for ironing. But when this oai done at*

hone, the leisure time also could be utilised profitably 
especially by the hoaendkers. It saves money and aloe gives 
satisfaction. Zt is also possible to tike better oare of 
ones own elothes.
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With the intension of finding out tho aaount sored by 
ironing at hoaeff tho inrestlgator has tdcea up a study ooveiv 
ing a aosplt of hundred and fifty faailies in Coiabatore oity« 
An atteapt is also Bade to prove experimentally that ironing 
oan serve as a aeons of stretching the f^aily inooae*



II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The lit orator* ool looted for thie study are reviewed 
under the foil owing headlnget

A, History of Ironing 
l« Role of Ironing In laundering 
C* Irons sod their various types 
D. Parts of an Eleetrts Iron.

A. History of Ironlngi

Garments and household linens wtiloh are nade snooth aid 
free from wrinkles have long been the desired strand In aany 
parts of the world. The Chinese streSehed garments on bamboo 
poles and the Creeks folded garments In sheets devlced with 
weights. The Romans used wooden nallets for heating garments 
to smoothness and later devised a press to serve the purpose.
The Seandlnavlans need large wooden rollers and the Ssots 
employed a linen smoother of black glass. In the middle ages, 
it was discovered that Sloth pressed irtille being steamed would 
hold the shape Into, whlob it was modeled. Around 1900 m  
iron heated from the inside by an eleotrlc current was developed, 
says. Agon (1950).

Laundering le one of the household prentice* The two 
proseseeee involved In laundering are (1 ) removing dirt
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(2) finishing then so that they will obtain • new look,feels, 
Deulkor* (196?)* Justin and Rust (i953) opine that laundering 
in  a necessary tank of the hone that oust he done regularly*
Zt nay be done in the hone or at the self-service laundry* or 
it nay be sent away* Sending the laundry out is often 
expensive and unsatisfactory* For this reason a large number 
of families care for their laundry at hone or at the self 
service placet Laundering is the operation involved in restor­
ing soiled clothing or other household fabrics to clean usuable 
condition cays* AHEA, (1959)•

The arrival of nodern fabrics which are easily launderable 
the availability of soapless detergents for various purposes 
and their suitability for hard and soft water* the new finishes 
in fabrics reducing the degree of soiling and the need for 
Ironing aid the availability of modern labour saving equipment 
for each stage of the work contribute towards making home 
laundry work lighter and more enjoyable* opines* Davidson*
(i960)*

The essential household equipment for laundering sc 
outlined by SounderoraJ (l9d3) Includes sinks or tubs and 
buckets* spoons and containers* washing soaps* materials* for 
stain removal * scrubbing Inrushes* scrubbing boards* clothes 
line and rocks* iron and Ironing board*



Cookett and Hilton (1985) say that the process of 
cleaning whioh are used In a laundry are Very little, different 
to those need In the preparation of bleaching of textiles*
The provision of the best possible equlpnent for carrying oat 
laundry work makes for maximum efficiency at a minimum oost 
of time and labour and In the long run, of money s^rs,
Lancaster (1962), In practice, the domestic laundry premises 
will rarely be Ideal, if for no other reason that because they 
are used for other purposes as well as for laundry work, but 
orderly arrangement Is always possible and improvements con 
often be affected In mu existing building* Providing clean 
clothes for family members inoludss getting the olothes clean, 
drying them and Ironing or precslng them say, Stsldl and 
Bratton, (1968),

Clothing needs special care or cleaning in addition to 
dally carOj possibly laundering is needed more frequently than 
any of the others, states Rathbone et al, (1955)*

Pollard et aj (1964) interprets the tern Ironing ae 
different from pressing. Clothes that have been washed, dried 
and daaponod are Ironed, clothes that are wrinkled from paoklng 
or wearing are pressed to restore the original texture of the 
fabrlo and to improve their eh ape,

Taylor (19T2) says that the behaviour of a fabrlo In 
Ironing depends on tbs mount of moisture present, since the 
water mqr plasticise the fibre or possibly reduce Its melting
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point. Pressing is a molding and shaping proossa accomplished 
by lifting the iron and putting it downt with little or no 
hook and forth movement say , Chambers and Moulton, (1901) •

According to Johnstmi (1905) ironing is one laundry 
activities whloh often has no permanent looation. In ironing 
an attempt is made to give to the clothes a smooth lustrous 
appearance whloh is free from wrinkles say Baxter and Latske, 
(1949). Ironing or pressing Is the last step in laundering. 
Skillful ironing is born of praotioe says, Humprey, (1950).

Proper ironing is done to restore fabrics to its original 
appeVanoe. Aooordlng to King (1961) the finished results is 
produoed toy a carefully controlled combination of temperature, 
pressure and moisture! A choice of suitable appliances for 
finishing processes oalls for careful thought, especial ly when 
space is limited. Much of the drudgery is gone from Ironing 
too, now that so many "dip-dry*, no-iron fabrica are in use.

Todd end McCullough (1952) opine, to do good Ironing and 
pressing five things are ndedediwhere to plaoe the board, how 
to use the iron, how to treat different textiles, a convenient 
order of work) and the method to use for each part of the 
garment. Any article of clothing that needs to he ironed 
should toe removed from the drier while it Is slightly damp 
state, Lewis et ol, (I960)!
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C. Irons and lt» Tirlou tTP>i«

Whit* (1958) , atatu that Irona should ba selected to fit 
tho Ironing job; Various typos of Irons or# now arallafcIs, 
heatsd toy charcoal, gas or Electricity.

Henney and Byott (lWI) say that the Ironing apparatus 
that Is retired will depend upon tho typo of finishing that has 
to be dons, tho Initial oost and tho running cost* They 
Olassifed tho Irons Into "Plat Iron, Polishing Iron, Ullllnery 
Iron, Goffering Iron, Egg Iron and Punching Irons* All these 
Irons are heated toy a source of heat*

Dantyagl (1864) opines; some of tho irons in general use, 
are the following!

1 , charcoal Iron
21 Plat Iron
8* Small Iron and polishing Iron (ourred faced)*

All these trims are heated toy source of heat external to tho 
iron.

Tho Eleotrlo Irons are of different typo and they are 
(1) Plain Irons (8) Thermostat lo ally o out rolled Irons (a) 
Flexless Irons (4) steam Eleotrlo Irons and Eleotrlo ironers, 
says, Dantyagl (1864),

Eleotrlo Ironsi

Eleotrlo irons were Invented in tho early 1900*8, did 
eliminate tho need for walking from tho Ironing hoard to the



to the range to heat the Iron* Johnston (1966) says that the 
eleetrlo irons were much harler and operated on a lower Voltage 
than their nodern oountor parts* As quoted by Jaekam and 
Rogers (1954)' Eleetrlo irons are very popular for doeestie 
work owing to their convenience* eleanlftness and low cost of 
running* They usually eonsuate about half unit/hour* The 
first eleetrlo Iron had been nade in California' a few years 
before by a pioneer of another faaous firm* the Hot point 
feleetrloal Appllanoe Ltd says* Corley* (l966),

Electric irons are available in war ions weights and 
designs. They haws nlekel or ehroulun surf sees which are 
rustless* hence need no oleaning* Soae eleetrlo irons are
provided with a theraootatle eontrol or heat regulator by scans 
of whioh the current swltehee on again as the iron cools*

Vansaute (1964) points out that nost irons today are 
automatically controlled and are either dry or more eoomonly a 
combination of dry and steam irons*

Barraolough et aj ( ) view that eleetrlo irons are
basically oleotrio fires in miniature* employing heating 
elements which operate at a lower temperature than an electric 
fire*

Lancaster (l962) interprets that Flexless irons hare 
the some advantage as tubeless gas irons* but they are expensive 
to buy, Dantyagi (1964) opines* buying an eleetrlo Iron for 
finishing garments is undoubtedly a wise choice* (i960)
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To avoid this constant attention, Elsetrio irons are nos 
thernostatioally eontrolled! the regulator is sot at a definite 
tenperatnre ls attained, the automatic devise svitehes off 
the current. When the tsuperstore falls the onrrent is 
svitohed on again. This eontrol is most helpfnl in avoiding 
injury to delicate fahrios hy using too hot iron, A 
thernostatieally oontrolled iron tdk&a ninute or so to drop 
fron a high tenperature to a low one or to heat up, so ironing 
should always ho sorted so that items which need a low 
tenperature are dealt with first and should work up te cottons 
and linens which need a really hot iron, says Davis (i960),

»■ >«*» »t m  El«etrlo Iron i

When electric current is available, the use of an 
electric Iron for finishing gaments is undoubtedly a wise choice. 
Holt (i960) says that eloetrio irons are very generally used 
except in district! where there is so ourrent available* The 
eleotrio iron oonsists of so aany parts suoh as sols plats, 
element, press plats, eord and the handle,

Tho handle is aado of ncm-oonduoting notorial and usually 
has a thermostat, the use of whloh helps in giving pressure 
during ironing, Tho solo plats is nade of polished shoot, Tho 
surface Is highly polished and so tho Iron glides easily over 
naterial, Tho bright surfaeo reduces loss of radiation and henoe 
it Is pleasanter to «i«| The eleotrio iron is heated by an 
eleotrio clement cf resistance wire, placed between two pieces
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of aloft which act aa insulators. Those are Inserted la between 
the solopiate and the pressure plate. The soleplate 1s of 
bright aetal, such as ohroalua plate and the pressure plate 
of Iron.

Johnston (i960) says that the ironing surface or 
soleplate| found on different models varies slightly in slse 
and shape. The edge of the soleplate 1s beveled. Most 
sol opiates are now aade of aluainlua alloys.

The element Is the aost laportant part for. here the 
heat 1s generated. The element consists of two alea plates 
with a wire aade of substance called uiohroae. running between 
them. Xt Is further Insulated either side by sheets of nice.
A press plate which covers the eleaent and adds weight to the 
iron. Some types have a sheet of asbestos between the eleaent 
and the press plate. Most of the newer Irons have a fixed rest 
so that an Iron stand Is not neoessaryt Dantyagi (1904).

Johnston (1909) says, some Irons have the oord attached 
at the center back, equally good, supposedly, for right or 
left, handed users. The cord should never be allowed to touch 
the hot aetal of the Iren.

Accessories oded for Iranlnai 
Ironing boardsi

White (1950) says that it nay he more important for a 
homemaker to have an Ironing board whloh allows her te sit whlls 
ironing than It Is for ths student during class to bs sitting
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whlli ironing. There are many models of adjtitable Ironing 
hoards. Pool and Thye (1961) state that the ironing hoard 
may he of wood or steelv solid In construction or of ventilated

d.wire mesh, A well padded ironing hoard is necessity soys,
Lamm* (1961)* Then pressing, lift the iron and set it down 
gently, from one spot to another, rubbing slightly,

Adams (1993) states that a sleeve board is an lnraluable 
assistant in doing a good pressing Job* It's ajgood Idea to 
have a plastic cover to keep the hoard clean uhen It's net in 
use*

Peet (1907) opines that the ironing board should he 
adjustable In height^ so the homemaker may sit or stand* Merer 
hoards are made of wire mesh or perforated stainless metal which 
allows the moisture given off from the clothing to e so ape,
Baxter and Latske (1949) state that an ironing board that Is 
well padded and smoothly covered Is neoessary.

Chairs or stoolsi

A comfortable chair or stool for sitting to iron or to 
sort articles to he washed should he basic equipment for a hone 
laundry* The chair or stool chosen should give hack support 
and allow the workers feet to rest on the floor or on a foot 
rest *

Rubber nats«

A resilient floor mat will save the feet when the worker 
stands to iron* Mats may he used injtront of a tub or other 
work area, says White (1998)*
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Ironing Techniquesf

Ironing la oft«n considered to bestiresoue task as 
stated by Starr, (1956). Bat it is possible to nako this 
proeoss an oaslor one by following saltable techniques.
Aeeording to Humphrey (1980) tho following stops will servo as 
a guide In netting ironing ^pleasant work. (1) Fabrics oust bo 
ironed thoroughly until they dry. Presence of aolsture will 
lead to puckering and wrinkling. (3) The hangers oust bo near 
the Ironing board so that tho Ironed garments could be hung up 
inaedlately. (3) while ironing, garnents oust be nored as little 
as possible. Ironed parts oust be moved away fron the worker.

Adams (IMS) opines that both the hands nust be used while 
ironing as far as possible. To simplify Ironing, Starr (1986) 
gives the following hints.

1. The timing for ironing nust be planned well In advance-
3. Unnecessary interruptions oust be avoided.
3. Ironing schedule oust be a flexible one.
4* The Ironing center nust be attractive, eonfortable 

and convenient with good ventilation.
5. The electric outlet oust be chosen conveniently.

Mills (19T0) feels that sitting posture is good for 
ironing, A eonfortable ehalr with a book must be chosen. He 
further suggests that seams nust be Ironed on tho wrong side 
with limited nunber and typo of notions|
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As regards th« handling of the Iron Erwin and Klnehen 
(i960) are of the opinion that the Iron cord should not be 
allowed to drag over the work. When not In use, the Iron Bust 
be tilted back on Its heel or the iron stand oust be used. The
Ironing board cover should not be allowed to get scorched. It
starch or sislng is struok to the Iron* It should be allowed to 
cool and cleaned with soap and baking soda.

*



IZZ. EXPERIMENTAL PROCED0RE

The experimental procedure for the study aonsiata of 
the following stepst

A, Conductlog Surrey
1. Selection of tha iapl«
8. Selection of tha method
3. Poxmulatlon of tha Interview schedule
4. Conducting surrey
5. Analysis of Date.

B. Experiment
1. Selection ef the Sanple
2. Ironing Procedure
3. Bvaluation.

A. rnni^ntinn Surreyi
ft? Selection of the Sannlai

Hundred and fifty fail las were selected at random froa 
areas like Saibaba Colony9 K.S.Puran and Gandhipuraa of 
Coimbatore city. They formed the sanple for the study*

2. Selection of the Methodi

Rangaawaal (1959) says that interview method is considered 
as the best method of obtaining lnfornation since it allows 
the Interviewer to go behind mere outward behaviour and help 
him in studying motlrations* emotional responses aid social 
progress* It helps to develop a face to face relationship 
between the interviewer and interviewee* Hence the investigator 
selected the interview method*
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8* Formulation of the Interview sohoduloi

For evolving an interview schedule for the final study* 
a pilot study was conducted in SO families la eaoh of the 
three Income levels namely low* middle and high* On the basis 
of the Information obtained is the pilot study* the interview 
schedule was modified* The following aspects were included 
In the Interview schedule and the sans is given in appending.

1 * Income of the family 
2* Expenditure on clothing 
8* Ironing at home
4* Type and brand name of irons used 
8* Money saved by ironing*

4* Conducting surveyi

For eolleotlng data* the investigator visited the 
selected houses personally and interviewed the homemakers at 
their convenience*

8. Analysis of datai

The collected data was consolidated and analysed* It 
Is presented in Chapter XT*

2* Experimenti
l’« Selection of the sample

The consolidation of the survey revealed the fact that 
majority of the families were using electric iron* Among 
them* 18 families were selected for the experimental studyv
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a. Ironing Procedure!

hoamakeri of tho selected 19 houses woro asked to 
iron for one hour per day with on Antosatio iron for sixty 
days* Garments selootod for ironing were Sarins9 Blouses, 
Shirts and Pants? Before storting tho experiment, tho meter 
reading was noted* After one hour, the final neter reading 
and the number of garments ironed were noted. The difference 
between tho final and initial meter reading gore the amount of 
ourrent eon sumption* Caro was taken to aoe that no other
eleetrleal appliance was operated during this one hour*

3* Evaluation!

Tho number of garments ironed in the time speolfled and 
the ourrent consumption wore noted for oaoh homomaker* On tho 
basis of dhobi charge for ironing* the money saved by Ironing 
at homo was ortoulated, excluding the eleotrlelty charge* A 
comparison of the earn# served os n measure for evaluation*



XT, RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the study sonduotod discussed la the 
undermentioned point si

a ; Findings of the Survey 
1. Income of tbs family 
t» Expenditure on slothing 
8* Ironing at hone 
4* Type of irons used 
B« Brand name of the irons
4. Money saved by ironing 

B« Results of the experlnent *

a. rindim  o* th» s«rr«ri
IfU.1. Income of Faallvi

The lnoome of the selected families is given in Table I*

TABLE I
INCOME 1£YFL OF THE SELECTED FAMILIES

S.Mo. *“ *• •* p.n.ntftg. of f„ m „in ki •

i . 100 •  200 4
t . 201 • 500 29
8 f BOi -  1000 54
41? 1001 » 1800 9
8 . 1501 -  2000 8
5# Above 2000 1



Proa Table Z it la evident that 84 par emit of tbe families 
surveyed had am 1noone ranging Iron Bo*801*1000. Twenty nine 
per oent had Re.201 to 500, nlno por sent had Re.1001 to 1800 

por oent had Rs.100 to 200 and Tory few families had an 
Income above Re•2000.

2. Expenditure on olothlngi

The expenditure of the families os olothlng are given Is 
Table ZX and Figure 1.

TABLE ZZ
EXPENDITURE ON CLOTHING OF THE SELECTED FAMILIES

S.No. Expenditure on clothing/ 
month ranged Percentage of families 

stated

li 10 - 80 63

*1 81 - 100 25
3. 101 - 200 T
4. 201 - 300 ' 8

3. Above 300 3

From Table ZZ It la evident that 83 per cent of the 
families spent Rs.10 to 80 par month on olothlng* Twenty five 
per oent spent Rs .51 to 100 and the last above Ra.IOO.

3-« Ironing at hornet

The reasons for Ironing garments at home are presented
Is Table XXX.
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REASONS rOR IRONING AT HOME
TABLE XXX

m  mm  m m  m  m  m  m  m  m me •

S.lto. Reasons Percentago of members 
stating

1 . As a means of saving money si
a. Presence of Iron box at home aw

To make use of tbe leisure time 19
4. For self satIsfnotion IT
5. To be hyglenio IT
«. Being not satisfied with outside servloe IS

Prom tbs above table* It Is understood that Si per east 
of tbs members surveyed Ironed at borne to save money. Twenty 
nine per sent Ironed at borne since they possessed eleotrlo 
iron. with tbe idea of using tbe leisure time profitably*
10 per sent ironed at bone. While 17 per sent ironed for 
Self»satlsfaotlon* as other IT per sent Ironed at home for bygenle 
reasons. Sines clothes ironed by outside servlee were not 
satisfactory* 15 per sent ironed tbslr slothes at bone.

The frequency of Ironing* as stated by tbe members Is 
shown In Table I W
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FREQUENCY OP IRONING
TABLE IV

S«No» rrequenoy of ironing Percentage of families 
stating

%m Onoe in a week 32
81 Alternate days IT
3. Dally 13
4* Twice a week li
1. Twloe a month 0
6. Thrice a week T
Ti Monthly 1

The ebon table reveals that 38 par ttent of the families 
iron4 their slothes ones in a week. Seventeen, 13 and 11 per 
sent ironed on alternate days, daily and twice a week respectively* 
Less then 10 per Sent Ironed, twice a month, thrice a week 
and monthly*

The garaents ironed by the fatal lies are depleted in 
Table Y,



TABLE T

GARMENTS IRONED BY THE FAMILIES

S.NO. Iteas ironed Percentage of 
families atat<^

1. Gent*s Garments
Shirts 83

m Pants 73
3f Dhothl 49
4.- Lungl 39
8f Undergarments 27

Ladr's Garments
Sari 90

T. Blonss 90
8. Half saree 38
m Full Skirt 24

xm Undergarments 19

Children's Garments
ii. Half skirt 39
12. Fall skirt 38
13. Shorts 37
14f
181*

Langl
Pyjama

38
38

l«f Frock >34
17 Uniforms 31
18.' Shirt 31
xm Bellbottom 19
80. Undergarments 19
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From Table lit is evident that among gent' • garments 
shirts, pante and dhethl were lroaed by 82, T3 and 40 per oent 
of the families respectively* while 39 par oent Ironed 
Inngl at hone, only 2T per oent Ironed their under garments.

As regards lady's garnents, both sari and blouse Ironed 
by 90 per oent families. Thirty five per oent Ironed half 
sarees and lhll skirts were Ironed by 24 per oent of the 
families/ only 19 per oent Ironed undergarments.

Anong ehlldren's garnents half skirt, fullskirt and shorts 
were Ironed by 39, 38 and 3T per oent fanllles respectively.
Lungl and pyJoann were Ironed by 38 per sent. While 34 per oent 
Ironed frocks, both onlforns and skirts were Ironed by 31 per sent 
of the fanllles. Less than 30 per oent ironed bell bottoms 
and undergarments of children.

Hankerohleves as stated by 48 per oent were the main 
accessories Ironed by the fanllles selected. Less than 15 per 
oent Ironed aooessorles like ties, ribbons, towels and asprons.

The items of home furnishings Ironed by the selected 
families are given In Table VI*
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HOME FURNISHINGS IRONED
TABLE VI

9 .NO. Items Percentage of faailles 
stating

1 . table cloth 21

2# Pillow cower IT
3* Cushion cower 14
4* Bed spredd •
8* Blanket 8

0* Window and door curtains 8

As presented in Table VI very few faailles Ironed 
fnrnlthing Items at home* The most common ones were table 
oloth at stated by 21 per sent, pillow eovers IT per eent 
ousnlon sowers 14 per sent* Bed spreads blankets and window 
and deer eurtalns were Ironed by less than 10 per eent of the 
fsallies*

The survey revealed the fact that all Items except under­
garments, accessories, like ribbons end furnishings were 
starched before Ironing by all the faalllee*

Fifty seven per sent of the faailles starched their 
clothes with the Idea that it will add to the well groomed 
appearance* Thirty one per eent starched to their clothes to 
sake then stiff* Thirty per cent felt that a starched oloth 
when Ironed would retain Its shape for days together*
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Sine* famishing items were difficult to Iron after 
starching, all ths fmllies prefered to iron thorn without
starching, Look of tins was the reason for fire per cent of

&the families not starching their famishing items.

The steps followed in Ironing included dampening the 
material by sprinkling water, folding soreral times for uniformity 
in dampening, stretching the material to get the correct sine 
and ironing with the temperature set in the iron to suit the 
material as stated by 99,6T, 99 and 90 per cent of the samples 
respect irely*

4* True of irons usedi

The types of iron used by the homemakers included ooal/ 
automatic and non-automatic iron os stated by iO, 65 and 35 per 
cent respectively.

The brand name of the irons used by the families ore given 
in Table TXX and figure 2,

TABLE Til
BRAND NAMES OF THE IRON USES

S.Ne. Brand name^ percentage of families
stating

1. BaJaJ 44
a. Kleertone 15
3# Vi jay 13
4, Crest 9
5, Alpha an Atlas 4
6. Usha 4



Scale: 5 per cent ■ loa

A. BAJAJ
B. KLEERTONE 
C* VJJAJ
D* CREST
E. ATLAS
F. USHA

BRAND NAMES OF THE IRON 
FIGURES - 2

BRAND NAMES OF THE IRON USED
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Proa Table Til it It evident that 44 par lent of the 
families used BaJaJ* Fifteen and 12 per sent used Kleertone 
and Vi Joy respectively. Less than 10 per sent used irons 
like Atlas9 Ostia and Crest*

6# Money saved by ironingt

The amount of noney saved by the f anil lea is shown In 
Table VIZI and figure 3.

TABLE VIII
MONET SAVED BT IH0NIN8

S.NO. Money saved in range Percentage of fanilles
(in rupees) stating

1. »* I o 43
2. 11-20 11
3. 31-30 2
A* 31-40 1
8. 41-50 1

From the above Table it is understood that 43 per cent 
of the fanilles saved As* 1 - 10 by ironing* While 11 per cent 
saved Rs .11-20, less than five per sent saved above As.20.

The mount of noney spent on the naintanenoe of iron 
ranged from Rs.l to 10, 11 to 20 and RS.21 to 30 in 4T, 11 
and 4 per cent of the families respectively.
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R. Results of the oxpcrlasiitt

The amount of currant consumed for sixty hours of 
ironing is presented In Table XX*

TABLE XX
AMOUNT OP CURRENT CONSUMED FOR SIXTY HOURS OP IRONING

S.No. Current consumption Number of families
in units stating

1* 10 - il 3
2* 11 - 12 10
3* 12 - 13 2

Proa Table XX It is Clear that in ten households the 
current consumption ranged between il • 12 units» while the 
current eonsinptlon in three houses were 10-11 units 9 In two 
bourses it was found to be 12-13 units*

On the basis of dhobi charge» the money saved by ironing 
was found out and the same excluding ourrent charge is given in 
Table X*
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TABLE X
MONET SAVED BT IRONING

Money saved in Rupees, 
S,No, (range) Excluding current

charge
Number of 

fad lies stating

«
»* 

1 # 1 1 1

38 * 40 8
a. 40 * 45 •
8* 43 • 50 4
4. Above 50 2

Proa the above Table it is understood that six families 
saved Its ,40*45 by ironing at home. Pour fsallies saved 
Rupees 45 * 50, while three families caveats *35*40, the 
remaining two were Able to save more than Rs*50 by ironing at 
home la the given period*

Hence ironing at home can be considered as means of 
stretching the family income, which could be used for ether 
expenses*

* 7 -Sr-,
* - 4



▼ SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The findings of the stud? * Ironing as a means of 
stretching the family inoone'9 are eunmerlaed bolowt

A, Surveyt

1* The majority of the families interviewed had am 
inoome ranging from Bs.501-1000.

a; Sixty three per oent of the family spent Rs.l0-*00 
per month on clothing.

It Majority of the families surveyed were found to 
possess an antomatle iron.

4. Garments were Ironed mostly ones in a week due to 
lack of time.

5. Items ironed lnolnded mainly gentjs , ladle's and 
children's garments. Accessories and furnishing items 
were ironed by very few families.

5* The money saved by most of the homemakers by ironing 
ranged from Re .1*10.

I. Experiment i
1. The amount of current consumption in most of the 

houses ranged from 11-12 units.

2. - Money saved by the homemakers excluding current
ranged from Rs.35 to 50.
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When the results of the experlnent are compared with 
that of the surreyv it is clear that honeaakers are able t# 
save sore money than what they guess.

/
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APPENDIX Z

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE TO ELICIT INFORMATION REGARDING ITONING

it Name ©f the InvestigatorI 
V£ Kane of the Iloneankert

f? Address!

4t Total Income of the fsallyt 
Number of fealty members!

9. How ouch do you spend on olothlng?

0. Do you iron olothes at hornet

Reasons for Ironing at hoaet 

T* How often do you Iron olothes at home?

8? List the items that are ironed at hone?

a* GenkV Garments* 

bt LadU* S Garmentst

O? Children's Garmentsi 

d* Accessoriesi

e? Hone Furnishingsl
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9« a* 9a you iron the starched elothes at home?

9 « Haasoust

19l List tha steps that you fallow In ironing?

Ill What type of iron do you use at hone?
6oal«
B1actriot a, Automatic

t» Non-aut owat10

Brand Naaet 

Goat of the lroni

12( a* Are yea able to stretoli your fanily lnooae by ironing?

b* If yes how auoh money do yea save by ironing?

18* a$ Do you have mrty problem in ironing alothes?

b* If yes | state the problems and the aethods you adopt 
to overooaa?

14« How much da you spend for tha maintenance of the iron?



PROFORMA * TO EVALUATE THE ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION DUE TO IRONING
APPENDIX XI

8 a NO 4 Name of tbe 
Garment

» ** m «**••* «■*
Number of 
garments to 
be ironed

m  * *  A  a * «• «» «• <•* «* aii <m mr •»

Time taken for 
ironing the 
garments

Electricity Consumption 
Initial Final

d|8 18 ^ ' d d  4S8 8)8 08  0 8  db  88  88

w<0


