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AICTE to allow conditional
merger of engg colleges;

Apart from proximity, a slew of rules laid down to effect the_mergér :

S MANNAR MANNAN @ Coimbatore

CONCERNED over the increas- .
ing number of engineering
seats falling vacant in private
colleges, the All India Council
for Technical Education (AI-
CTE) has now decided to allow
merger of engineering colleges
run by the same trust or socie-
ty or company. .

The merger will be permit-
ted if both the colleges are op-
erating within a distance of
two kilometres. Post merger
one college can act as a main
campus and other can actas an
off campus, if necessary.

The built-up area require-
ment needs to be fulfilled and
colleges have to maintain stu-
dents-faculty ratio, says the Ap-
proval Process Handbook for
2019-20 academic year released
by the AICTE on Friday.

- However, the AICTE reserves
the right to reject the applica-
tion for merger, if it finds the
reasons given are not justified
or commercial or busmess an-
gle is suspected, or to He it
provmlons of any law.’’ e

This was done in additlon to
AICTE accepting the recom-
- mendation of the committee

The

formed to provide national per-
spective plan, which advocated
for not allowing creation of
any new capacity starting from
2020 academic year. The .com-
mittee also suggested that the
creation of new capacity can be
reviewed every two years. How-
ever, applications made in the

current year and the past two

years may be considered for
starting 1nst1tut1qns

Q

To maintain the quality of
Education, All India Council
for Technical Educationhas
asked technical institutions
to get 60 percent of their
courses accredited by
National Board of
Accreditation in four years

Like last year, the AICTE will
reduce the intake by 50 percent,
if the admission is less than 30
percent in the last five years
consistently. AICTE has invited
online application from exist-
ing and new technical institu-
tions fc Star 'e;ngmeermg,
technolo égy 'dofher technical
education programmes from
January 14 to February 3. The
approval process will be com-

i S

pleted by April 30. As per the
Supreme Court order, Deemed
to be Universities were asked to
get AICTE approval and this
year, the AICTE has also given
the option for State and Central
universities to apply for the Al-
CTE approval to run technical
education programmes.

The handbook also warned
institutions not to demand for
the original certificate from
the faculty members at the
time of joining,*fo maintain
the quality of Education, the

apex regulatory body for tech-

nical education has told techni-
cal institutions to get 60 per-
cent of their courses accredited
by National Board of Accredi-
tation within four years, other-
wise extension of approval will
not be issued. All India Federa-
tion of Self Financing Techni-
cal Institutions secretary TD
Eswaramoorthy said, many
colleges are interested in going
‘for NBA accreditation. Howev-
er, around 80 percent of the col-"
leges do not fulfil NBA’s crite-
ria of"50 per cent admission
and 50per centpass percentage &
and become irieligible to apply
for NBA accreditation, he
added.
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® PSG Group of Institutions: Heart
Day Celebrations and Marathon,
PSG IMS And R, Auditorium, 6;00

am

® Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya:
Gurupuja, Vidyalaya CampusJ GO
am

b Vijaya Pathipagam: BookRéleaSe »

* Ceremony, Government College of -
Education for Women, TowuHaR
5:00 am




