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AICTE directs technlcal
institutes to introduce ITEP

Teacher-training programmes in englngermg colleges will quahtatlvely enhance the learning process

_c-Aditya.Wadhawan
@timesgroup.com

he All India Council for
I Technical Education (AIC-
TE) has directed all the
technical colleges to offer BA,
BSc and BCom courses along
with the BEd programme as part
of the Integrated Teacher Edu-
cation Programme (ITEP).

ITEP was implemented in
2021, as a four-year BEd along
with the regular degree such as
BA, BSc, which reduced the
number of years required to secu-
re a BEd degree from five years to
four years. The recent circular was
issued by Mamta Rani Agarwal,
advisor, AICTE. The introduction
of teaching training programmes
would also bring in a multidiscipli-
nary approach among enginee-
ring colleges which is in sync
with the objectives of NEP 2020.

“Itis suggestedthatall multi-
disciplinary higher educa-
tion institutions, particu-
larly those rated A and

above by the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), may be encouraged to
initiatetheITEP,” said an AICTE
official on the condition of ano-
nymity.

Speaking to E'ducat:on Ti-

mes, Iven Jose, head, enginee-
ring department, Christ Univer-
sity, Bengaluru, says, “AICTE
aimstoempower affiliated colle-
ges by introducing the Integra-
ted Teacher Education Program-
me (ITEP). This programme wo-
uld allow the colleges approved
by AICTE to offer teacher trai-
ning programmes in the techni-
cal domain, such as BSc with
ITEP programmes. The goalis to
produce ' quality teachers . in
technical education who can
churn out students who would

fit into the engineering and IT

sectors. To ensure the success of
this initiative, engineering col-
leges would need to integrate

important skilling concepts
: into their teacher trai-
ning programmes.

This can be achieved by 51gn1ng
MoUs with relevant industry/
professional bodies that would
provide a practical and industry-
oriented approach toteaching.”

. “The need for this initiative

arises from the observation that
current teachers in technical in-
stitutions may not be adequate-
ly equipped to train students for
employment in the IT and Com-
puter Science Engineering sec-
tors. This is particularly prevalent
inthetechnicalinstitutionslocated
in tier 2 and 3 cities of the country.
By introducing ITEP programmes,

AICTE aims to bridge this gap and
improve the quality of technical
education in these institutions,”
informs Jose.

“However, conventional engi-
neering colleges may find it diffi-
cult to effectively introduce BA,
BCom and full-fledged BEd cofir-
sesasthese programmes arenot
related to thelr domain,” adds

. Jose.

Jayalekshmi Nair, Pnnclpal
VES Institute of Technology,
Mumbai, says, “The teachingfa-

. cultiesinthe engineering colle-

ges hold expertise in effective-
ly conducting the up-skilling

and re-skilling programmes in

the englneenng technology do-
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main. However, theyarenotqu- .

conduct teacher trai-
ning programmes for
BEd courses. Engine-
ering institutions
that have sister insti-
tutes where BEd
programmes are of-

able to start the
teacher training
programmes  of

tute.Recently, IITs
also have started
offering Humani-
ties courses.”

fered, would be’

BEd in their insti-.
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