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Allow students to write exams in
local languages UGC to varsmes

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
asked universities to allow
students to write exams in
* local languages even if the
course - is offered in
-English medium, while
arranging evaluators and
encouraging the transla-
tion of textbooks, accord-

ing to: chalrman M..
Jagadesh Kumar. .

. ‘The - Commission has
. also asked the universities
to promote the use of local

language in teaching and

learning processes as well.
“Promotion and regular
-use of Indian languages in
education is a crucial area
. of focus in the mnew
National Education Policy
(NEP). It-emphasises the
importance of teaching
and instruction in -the
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'that will provi de them the

languages.

“It also lays thrust on the
need to optnnlse commu-
nication in all Indian lan-
guages for better cognitive
attainment and the devel-
.opment of a holistic per-

sonality of the learners,”.

Mr Kumar said.

Noting that the academic
_ecosystem continues to be
"English medium-centric,

the UGC chief said once the

teaching, learning and
assessment are done . in
local languages, student
engagement will gradually.
increase, leading to an
increase in the success rate.

mother tongue and local, i

easlly S

“The Commission has
requested the universities
that students be.allowed to
write the answers in local
languages in examina-
tions' even if the pro-
gramme is offered in
English medium, and. pro-
mote translation of origi-

" nal writing in local lan-
guages and use local lan-

guage - .in the teaching-
learning process at uni-
versities,” he said.

Asked about how stu-
dents writing in local lan-
guages will be evaluated,
he said, “This will be pos-
sible if the evaluators also
‘know the local language

; languages

and the University can
make the effort to find the
evaluators’ who know the
local 1anguage

“The idea is to let the stu-

. dents write the answers in-

a language that will pro-

_vide them the opportunlty

to express easily,” Kuniar
said He said that higher
education  institutions
play an important role in

- preparing textbooks and
supporting the teaching-

learning process in -the
mother tongue . and local
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THe Commission has.

‘stressed that it is neces-

sary to strengthen these
efforts and “promote such
initiatives as writing text-
books, in the mother
tongue/local languages
and encouraging their use
in ‘teaching, - including
translating standard books
from other languages g
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