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LINTROQUCTION

Ganchi §1 eightly said * See India in her villages®
there by emphazing that for cny development activity worth
the name the village should be the basej os India 18 in her
vitlages with more than 80 per cent of the population living

in remote villages. He also stated that "India would parish
if the village perishecs losing her mission ia the world®,

From time fmmemorial since the advent of the Asfan
settiement, the village has been the basfc unit of India,
says Bajpaf (1962)s The foundation for the natfonal econumy
1s provided by the villago statos Khosla (1961)e According @
197% census India's population was 548 miVifons. Wamen constie
tutaed 26.4 eroras of this populatfon. For the 80 psr cent of
the population Viving In villages, agriculture forms tho main
occupation, Barnzla (1979)s Kurukshotra (1980) states that
in our country out of the §1) million of rural population 235

milt{onsare said to be below poverty 1ine. Kulandaivel (1975)
remarks that a thinking fndividual should abolish poverty in

thélr natfon and bring tn prosperity.

Unemployment and undaremployment are the mafn factors
to be tackled at the village level, péints out Palaniswomy (1975)e



Further he stresses thot enough employment opportunities must
be created, to give the rural messes two square meals a day,
enough clothing and s sheiter to Yive in.

The Fifth Plan has put forword 8 programe of sotise
fying Sasfc Minimum Neads for our people. Food, Clothing,
Health, Education, ond Water supply figure tn this lfasts
swramanyam (1975) pofnts dut that the overriding task of
planning in our country at this juncture {s to produce adequate
quontities of these essential goods and services and moke them
available to cvery eftizen. Everything else must make 8 sacone

dary place.

In the triuwirate of necessities ¢lothing ronks
second, points out Bfgelow (1953)s Primorily clothing satisfies
the dosire for warmth and protection against the elaments.
Secondly, it gives psychic satisfaction and the scnse of soctal
achievement, Clothing con be a means of selif expression, a
manifestation of aesthetic quelities and an outlet for creative
abiftity. An individual®s success In 1ife to a large extentid
fnfluenced by glothings, Rajl (1973)s



Rural 1ife in Indla §s choroctorised by a low stondard
of Yiving, $1literacy, poverty, unamployment and underemployment
and high population. A large proportion of the !mne)miy
around 60 per cent hes to be spent an food for mere subsfstance.
Rura) familias possess in moss cases their own shelters For other
basic nacessitics the rest of the money §s allotad, Clothing
recefves Jess attentions Clothing 1s an area where peopls can
spend {f necd artscs or restrict thefr expend{ture or remain even
wi thout spending, sfnce money s needed for other essential
sorvicess Cochrane ond Bell {1956) state that clothing purchasas

are influenced by ¢l¥imate, occupation, family camposftion and above
all by sufteble production and marikcting technigues.

Rural peaple when they are characterf{sed with poverty
and unemployment, are saotisffed with essential clothing {tems.
then the basic necessities in the rural famflies are consfdered
an fndividual can be satisfied and monoge with even two sets of
clothing. 'nance ¢lothing ¥3 an areo which §s highly flextble,
and the purchosc of elothing con be postponed dopending on availe
sble monay. The very few purchoses made by thom are done during
solected festive occasfonse The low I{teracy level gives tham

less scope in sducating thamselves. As @ result they do not
possess adsquote knowledge regarding what to selecty, how to select;



how to care for clothing ftoma. They mey be confronted with
many pmﬁ!em in the area of clothing of which thoy themsalves
might not be awsre of,

The commoner should feel conscious of his clothing
neod, 80 that he may feel that he s at por with any other
citizen of this fndecendent natione When he §s denied of
certain privileges Ttke aducotion he could not but think only
of his food and hence not much of his dress. It has been o
fashion and craze for the temfolk to dress neatly, to spend
s portion of the incom on dress, but villagers have not
developed such @ hibit which hes been forbiddén because of
fncreasing wonts and {mminent poverty.

Studfes on consumer prefeerences and ppoblems fn the
field of textiles and clothing has becn done dy institutions,
reseorch assocfations but very few agencies have done studies
on c!oziﬂng problems in rural famtliess This tompted the frwestie
gator to take up @ study of this type with the main cbjective
of eliciting the problams of rural fomilies In the broed area of
clothing which §s the second basfc necessity of mane



EVIEW TERATURE

The review of Litocrature comprisas of the follawing
major headss

As IMPORTANCE OF CLOTHING

Be CLOTHING SELECTION AND PURCHASE
Ce CLOTHING EXPENDITURE

Do CARE AMD MAINTENANCE OF CLOTHING
€+ STUDIES CONDUCTED

Ae IMPORTANCE OF CLOTHINGS

The main purpose of clothing §s to protect the body
and mect the minfmum requirements of the culture. It s an
art and an expression of personolity. Proper clothing also
helps the fanily to win and maintain conmnity approvals
Clothing detemines fn large measures how one appeers an tha
street, and fn socfety, the friends he makes, and tho job he
seaks and the company he fnvites to his homa. Clothes are
tmportant #n datermining the {mprassion a person makes on
others and in giving him @ feeling of security. Tate and
C¥isson (1961)



Dantyagt (1968) outlines the functions of ¢lothing
as providing warmth and protectfon agcinst the alements, and
satisfaction to the fndividua! {n wearing clothos. Thus
mater{aifistic and psychologlical destres dominate, mon's usage
of clothings According to Sheita (1968) ¢lothing serves threc
mafn purpose « docoration, modasty and protectfon. OF the above
three scholars regord decoration as the primary function.
Erwin and Kinchen (1964) feel that the consciousness of being
wall dressed gives psace which even relfgion caormot give.
nrccording to Mcjimsey (1963) ¢lothing has been used for decorae
tion, to show fndividuality and socfal superfority. Devados{1959)
opines that clothing brings cut the Inherrent differences among
fndividuals attitudes towards drasse Sfgelow {1953) ond Gordon
{1953) opine that by changing ond experimenting with elothing
individuals may secure a peculfer thrtlil of satisfaction ond
sense of adventurse

1t {8 sofe to say that onets philosophy of dress {s
Yargely an expression of onets philosophy of 1ife soy Ervwin and
Kinechn (1970)« Clothes are an outward epression of how people
feel about themsclves and the world sround theme Clothes may
give a joyous sense of motion, vivacfty and freedame



Chambers and Moalton (1961) say that elothing is an expression

of the person, reflecting his personal {ty, woy of living, way

of thinking ond especially pride in selfbr familys According

to Devadas (3968) 8 certatn amount of confidoence ‘and security

is obtained by the indivicual from an eppropriaote dresss The
individuals personalfty and his success in Vife moy be Influenced
by clothings Lyle (31976) says that ¢lothes convey 8 good feeling,
camforty poise and confidencss

CLOTHING MCHALE

The selection of clothing fadbrics 8 onc of the most
difricult probloms In regard to men's, woments and childrents
elothing, bocause of the multiplicity of necds, the volume and
varfation of moterials avoflable from which $o spply these
needs opines Hess (1966},

According to Goldstein and Goldstein (1964) clothes

should be chosen to enhance the individun) and his parsanzciity
and material chosen for dress should be sufted to fts use ond

to the type of {ts designe 7o be well dressed does not reguire
mch but & wise selection of ¢lothing requires planning, opine



Nicke?! and Doreey (1969)s Clothing selection should suft the
individuals type of work views Kumr (1962)s while selecting
clothing one should consfder clothes that con bs worn on more
than one occasfon says Refff (3966)

Clothing selection {8 the only e¢reative outlet for
women, it i3 a symbol for their success in life, their social
posttion, and the econamfic success of their husbonds. The come
munity often judges by thefr appecrance by clothing worn soys
wingo {1953)s Making your own ¢lothes not only help to cut the
costy but also to secure iIndividuality in clothes, and to secure
better fit,; but it ensures a Yonger weoring perfode

it i3 onc way of fomily members using their time and
abilfty to contribute to the real incos of houscholds states
Fitzsimmons (1961)s Carson (1955) feols that hame sewing s
very useful for those who hove figure frregularities. Bane (1958)
states that home made garmentshave moneyy provide the opportunity
to have beautiful fobrics In the modest fncome bracket. It gfves
an accurate fit for every figure and sotfisfaction of doing ft by
one self,



Rathbone and Tarpley (1959) state that readymads
garments save times The specfel decorations and finishes
present tn readymnde gorments camnot be easily dwplfcated
at hame. Block gt gl (1953) found out that durabilfty, price,
rit, comfort; ease In laundering and colour were the factors
to dbe considered while purchosing gormentss

3. CLOTHING EXPENDITURE s

According to Erwin end Kinchen (1970) a budget i3 a
proposed estimate or plan for spending over a gh}an pertod of
time based on totsl money avoilable. Davidson (1960) points
out that buxdgeting of the family income s an fmportant part
of home managements According to Bigelow (1953) elothing 1s
second in the triumvirate of fundamental necessfties. Nickel
and Dorsey (1960) ¢leim that among all fomily expencttures the
cost of clothing ronked third arising after food and shelter.

Clothing budget §s & spencing plan which contributes
a great deal to the davelopment and happiness of ths members in
the family comment Lewis, Bowers and Kettunen (1960)e Horten
{1955) fecls that the fnterest shoun by the family members and
thetr stondard of living are the af'fecting faoctorse As incoms
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fncrecses the number of gorments purchased fncreases and omount
spont for each alsc Increases Oppenheim (1965)¢  According to

Todd (1952) matntaining @ ¢lothing budget avery year and follows
ing the sams helps to provide good experfence and also sotisfoce

tory ¢lothing.

Bigelow (1953) quotes Engel’ss Jaw which states thot
as family tncome increcoses, the percentoge spent for clothing
as well as the amount tends to very directly with the fncome.
Famtldes with large fncomes spend Wrger percentagos of thelr
incone for glothing thon do fanilies with smaller incomes.

Clothing expenses are groatly influenced by the number
of children in a fomily, points out Oppenhefm (1966)s Occupas
tion may set w spectal requisites for dress that ¢on af'fect
markedly the fomily's ¢lothing expenditure stote Saxter and
Latzkes (1949). Stondard of iving greatly affects familyts .
expenditure on clothing express $tiver and fRpan (1943).
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8 CLOTHING GARE AND MAINTENANCE Y

Care of Clothes includess

Heed for glothing care, renovation of garments, stain
removaly Vaundering, drycleaning and storoge.

liced for glothing ¢aorcs

According to Potter ond Corbmen (1971) not only should
clothes be carefully selected but they should also be given proper
core throughout thefr ¥ives. Wingo (1953} foels good care of clothe
fng contributes to saving of the ¢lothing money. Lewls, Bawers, and
Kattunen (1955) fesl ft saves time alsos Jorke (1957) says that
better care we give garmonts the better they will serve use
Regular gare of clotning tncroased the wearing quality of gorments,
and help to keep thom In comtant service. Oavadas {1968) states
no parson con ever hope to look her bast §n sofled clothings To
desfve maximum satfsfaction fram the money avafiable for ¢lothing,
ono must know how to seloct clothing, how te wear ¢lothes properly
and how to make them Yast Yonger through proper cores
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Renavation of gorments fncludes making new from old
or repafring gorments. Patching s replecing the worn out part
by a plece of material or ths romovol of the worn part or change
fng fts position to avoid further straing Nance (1949)s ODarning
i3 used to mond small holaes, tecrs amd slightly worn places in
hose anklets, knitted wxerear, wool and payon materials
paxter gt gl (1952)e Lefton and Mitler (1954) opine that the
type of patch %o be used wit]l depend won the kind of matoriols,
the type of garment ona the location of the hole.

stofn romovaly

Deulkar (1965) defincs stain as @ spot or mark of dis-
colouration left on fobrics by the contact and dsorption of some
forefon swstances Moss (1968) st tes thot all stains fall under
ono of the three distinct classtifications, ahsorbed, buf¥t w and
campound., Luricatfon, solvent actiaon, mechmical action, digese
tfon and chemical action srothe processes involved in stain removale
Before laundering clothes, any stain whether fresh or old must be
removed and {t §8 easfer to remove them whon fresh than olde
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washing s an sctivity that {s both {nterasting
and satisfyings Hess (1958) says choice of correct laundering
method helps In promoting the servicesbility of garments.
According to Deulkar (1965) laundering of &lothes consists of
two processesy removing dirt fm the ¢lothes, and finishing
thom to reg;'ﬁn the appsorance of noatness as 8 new fabrice
The factors $nfluencing laundey Inciude water, detergents,
dlusing, starching, franing and prossing.

Wators

srown (1955) stotes that woter s the most fmportant
agent usced fn laundering, bacouse the succass or fatlure of the
washing process depends upon the suftabi ity of woter. Hard
watar produces scun wvhen soap $8 addede T softon watory
Holt (1960) recommends woshing sodss In the same way as soda,
borax also agts a8 8 woter softener. Another agent Is ammonie
an alkaline substance used for water softeninge Hess (1958)
stotes that the softners comonly used in homes are washing sods
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borax, and trisodfum phosphatae AS 8 commerciasl method zeolfte
is used for woter softening, Renkin and Hildreth (3957)e

Dgtergentss

A detergent s siroly a cleansing egent. The detore
gant used In Yaundering are soap, reetanut, and synthetic detere
gonts, Devadas (1968} Synthetfe detergents are neutral in
solutfion snd they do not depend on alkalinity for thelr cleaning
abiittys 1If used In sufffcient amounts, synthetfc¢ ddtorgents ca
ovarcom the difficultios created by hard wators Brown {(1955)
romorks that all synthetic detargents aps good wetting agents and
powarful degreasars. King (1961) feels a choice of & detergent
for a particuler houschold job s detormined by the nature of
the dirt to be remowved and surfoce of the fabric of which the
article s made,

Slueings

B8lueing s a procass which tends to make ¢lothes Yook
whiter then they are, Pect and Thye (1965)e ODantyagt (1968)
states that blues fa common usc fal) Into two classess those
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fnsotwle In water such as Ultramorine Blue and Prussian blue
and those which are sofuble including several coal tar dyes

that s methyl violet and methy§ dlue. Jockman and Rogers

(1954) says that solible anes are dyes ond B consequently act

by dyeing the fobrics. The insoluble ones are very fine powders,
the particles that coot the surfaoce of the material and hence
they are recammondeds For household use a ‘muam solfd blue
s the most convenfent and satfsfactory once

Starehings

ANccording to Cralg and Rush (1954) starches are
abtained from natural as well as artificial sources. Starchos
ke maize, tapfoca, potato and bron woter ere obtafined fram
natural sourccse Gum arabic and gelatin ere obtatned from
ertiricial sources. The purpose of starching is to give fabric
an attractive finfsh. Tha kind of stiffness depends upon the
source of storche. Brown (1955) states that potato and wheat
storches produce a tough plfable stiffuess, malze storch fs
rigld and brittie while rice sturch gives :*md!ua stiffness.
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lroning ond Pressings

The appearance of we}l lsundered ¢lothes depends
greatly won how they are froned and pressed. According to the
Amerfcon Home Econamics Assoctation (1953) froning s the process -
of smoothing out wrinkles and removing moisture by heat, pressure
and friction often with application of mofsture of stoem.

In Thanson and Reas (1949) view good results in froning ore
dapendent won other factors fn addition to the temperoture such
as pressure or weight employed and the shope and sfze of the
froning surface.

gey Cleonings

Dry ¢leaning ¢8 the accepted method for removing sofl
from costly matorfals Yike sflk. Martin and Fulton (1958)
dofinad dry cleaning as the ¢leansing of toxtf{les tn an orgonic
solvent. Stafns of an ofly nature which was difficult to be
remwed from glothes by water, were removed by solvents used as
dry « cleaning flulds. In dry « cleaning, nopthe, benzol, carbon
tetrachloride, Chloroform are the solvents useds Thase solvents
do not affect the fibres In eny way. Design datafls such as
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ruffles, pleats, and draping remain unchonged despite befng
saturated in the solvents.

atorages

Lewis etal (1960) are of the apinfon that the fdeal
house plan includes plenty of well ventfitated clothes closets
with sufficient spoce and should be tall enoygh to provide
hanging spoce for fulllongth gorments as well os shives for
hat boxes and miscellaneous articles. Before storing all
garments should be brusheds Varfous insecticides can be used
to protect the clothes fran damage ¢oused by moths. Naphthalemne
or paradicholorobonzene flakes or crystals moy be used point out
Oerke (1957)« €Evons (1957) suggests that camphory cedor and tor
can also be used as fnsecticides.

Se STUDIES CONDUCTEDS

Thangagwomy and Pothen (1972) conducted @& “Comparative
study of Clothing Expenditure Pattern of high and low income
fanilfes"s The study revealed that no one maintained a praper
budget for ¢lothing, eventhough clothing cccuples an fmportant
place in the family hudget.
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Devados, Vijayatakshmi end Indira Davi ( 1970 )
conuucted a research In "tEducating College Students towords
solving their Problems in Clothing Care®s Foriy sight college
studonts were selocted and & survey was conducted to elfcit
problems foced by them in ¢lothing corees The findings revealed
that hardness of water, starching ond blueing cotton ¢lothes,
froning procedures, stain romoval amd tnadequacy of water supnly
wore the matin problemse.

Rajt, Kamala and 0¥Vimuthu {1971) conducted a study
on Mothers Preferences among Readymads, Taflormeds, and Homemade
gorments for the preeschoolerse The study revealed the fact
that the quality of matcrialy stitches and colowr combinations
of readymades were not upto tho satisfasction of the mothers.
Further they felt that the price of readymade garmentswere too
high. As regaords taflor made gorments the mothers stated that
the tatlor must be qualiffed In his work. Lack of time, lot
possessing sewing machines, sewing machines undsr repair/:;am
problems foced by the homemakers fn making gorments 8t home.

Bhatjf and V{jayalaksimi (1969) conducted & study on
sConsumer Preferonces In Clothing Selegtion®s The research
revealed that the homemakers were not fn a postition to {dentify
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matcorials end printse They lacked knowledge about toxtiles
vhich was a drow back In mekking wise clothing cholce.

Rajt and Kusumakumar! {(1969) conducted & ressarch
in "Clothing Prag.ttees of College Studoqts". This study revealed
that the praoblems felt by the students for washing ¢lothes included
hardness of water, lack of water and time, removal of stains and
of these the problam of hardness of water was the major one.
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ER EDURE »

The experimental procedurc for conducting the
survey regording the clothing problems of the rural families
incliuded the following steps.

Yo SELECTION OF THE VILLAGE

2, SELECTION OF THE S/MPLE

3¢ SELECTION OFTHE METHOD

%o FRMING THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

5. CONDUCTING THE PILOT SURVCY AND MODIFYING
THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

6¢ CONOUGTING THE SURVEY
Te ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Jo SELECTION OFTHE VILLAGES

The vitlages selected for the study were Vivekenandhoe
puram, Thekkampatti, Vijayonagaram, saliyur, Pujanganoor, Dhayae
noor, Seeliyur, Tholampclayaem, Vellfangodu, Pudur, Madur, Kendoe
yapolayam, dovangpuran which are under Karamadat block in Cofmbae
tore Districts Easy occessibility to the fnwvestigator and cowopera=
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tion oxtonded by the villagers formed the matn criteria for

the eslection ofithe sbove villcyes mentionade These villages
ware also Lken becouse the Integrated Rural Development Programme
was going on in the rural area.

&2 SCLECTION OF THE SHPLCE

Twoshundred and fifty rural fanilfes were solected
a3 saplos for the study, from the above selected villoges.
They were smslectod on the following basiss Fram each vitlage
20 per cont of the pupulation was selactod at randame According
to Gupto (1977) samling is simply the process of lsarning about
the population on the basis of a sample drown from s Stiple
rondan sampling §8 the process by which each and every {tem has
an equol and fndependent chonce of befng fncluded in the simple.

3o SELECTION OF THE METHOD)

1

The nathod selectad for collecting the dota was intere
view because of fts several advintoges. Interview has been
defined os @ systommatic method by which 2 parson entors more or
less imaginatively into the inner life of & comparative stranger,
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opines Rengaswomy (196Q)e The intarview ecnables the investie
gator to rclate the given datun to other characterfatics of the
same {ndividuel as meosurcd sfmultoneously, pofnts out Good(1959)e
It helps the investigator to clartfy all the doubts of the people
and got more accurate fnformation, to develop good ropport between
the interviewer and the intorviesees This mathod s the bast
mathod for obtaining information, sfnce ft allows the Intorviewer
to go behind mere to outword bohaviour and helps him fn studying
motivations, emotional responscs and spacial progress.

by PRAMING THE INTERVIEW SCHEOWLE:

A dotafled intorview schedule was formulated a8 8 guide
to the {nterviewee. It contained the {nformation regording the
fani 1y bockground, exnend{ture pattern on ¢lothingg seloction of
the elothing matoriels, clothing maintenonce and care practices,
and tholr problens, were includad,

Venkatesan (1958) opines, 1f a smull piflot survey fa
arronged 1t would help to ascertain the problems that thay are ifkely

-
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to arfse in the full survey. Hence pre-testing of the intorview
schedule was done among twenty fomilies for the accuracy of pere
formce of the schedule,

o CONDUCT T

The interview wos conducted by the {rwestigator in
the abovo villages delonging to Karomadai Block in Cotabatore
district. The dasic key %o successful interviewing is to
astablish rapport Wi th the respondent so as to create & f'riendly
atmosphers and nut the reshondent at care, Devadas (1976)s The
dateils about the ¢lothing problems as givenby the home mokers
were elfcited aeftor astablishing rapport with the rural familfes.

ETAT DAT.

Data processing and interpretation are two fmportont
phases of ony research programms. The data thus collected were
checked and conso"dat@t and the resulls were dfscussad under

Results and Biscussionse
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£ D1S

The resuits and dfscusatons of the stixly are
prasentad under the following matn headingss

As FAMILY BACKGROUHD
B FAMILY EXPENDITURE PATTERN
Ce CLOTHING PURCHASE AND EXPENDITURE
- e GLOTHING SELECTION
€+ CLOTHING CARE AND MAINTENANCE
¥« PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATIONAL "PROGRN’KS_

For this study feamilics which had an fncome bolow
R8.600/» ware categorised os income growps As Familties sarning

an incore betweon R$.690 » 1200/= were categorised as fncowe
group 8 ond fami¥les carning cbove R$.1200/= wero g¢lassified as

fncome group Cs
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fMnong the 250 familfes selected as sample, 210
fanilfas belongod to the income group A thus forming 84 per
cente Twanty five familfes belonged to Income lavel 8 and
15 familfes were $n incane level € thus forming 10 and 6
percent respectivelys

3s.Occipations

Table I shows the gocupation of home mdeer and the
head of fomily.
LAl LE 1l

A (210) 8(28) c(15)rbove Rs.
{0 to 600 R, }{(600 to 1200 A) 1200)
SeNOs  OcCwation

(PERCENTAGE )

te Agriculture alono 53 - 80 o« 80 e
2. fculture combined

th home moking - 55 - S0 = 87
3. Woge earner (Koolf) 34 3 » & - -
4. Businoss 7 1 ) 8 10 -
Se Doctor -3 | Y - - -
6« Teacher | - 8 12 - -
7+ Home making alone - - - 26 - 13
‘80 Other - - - - 10 -
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Fram the above table It 18 clear thot familfes of Incam levels

8 and C had a highar percentage of litcrates. In fncome level A
70 per cent of the hamomokers were §11#terates, and around $0

per cent of head of fonilfes were iterates.

8. Type of Familyy

Sixty nine per cent of the familfes belonged to nuclear
fanflies, and 3% per cent to joint families.

AMILY EXPENDITURE PATIE
1o Food: Table I1I A to H gove the expenditurc pettern for
rural fanilfes for different basi¢c necessities.
Expenditurc fncurrad an food §s given in Table 1IleA

1A LE 111
A= _Fo0D

A (210) 8 (25) c(15)
$o age of money (0 ¢o 600) (m.soe to 1200) (Above M.1200)

| ™ 1« 20 - - - - Y ¥4
20 21 =40 ¢ 3 7 28 8 53
3. Hle 60 53 28 13 52 1 7
b 61« 80 105 50 2 8 2 ©
S« 81 - 100 46 22 3 12 - e
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from the above table ft §s clear thot the income
growp A spent & larger percentage of their family incaone for
foode As income incroascs the percentage of money spent on
food decreascs. Taking around S0 per cent of the families on
an aversge in income Group A they spent around (6} < 80) per
cent, and incame Group B (4% » 60) par centy and incaome Group
€ (21 « 30) per cents

2+ Clothings Table 111 B shows the percentoge of money spent
on &lothing.

L1AJLE 11

8a CLOTHING

A (210) B (25) ¢ (15)

% age of monay
SeNOe spont on clothe (0 to ™600) (R600 to 1200) (Above 1. 1200)

_ fng. NO. % ogs Noe % age Noe ¥ age
e Ves 10 5 1 b e .
2. 610 6 30 7 8 & 27
3. Nl 66 28 10 % & 27
b 16 =20 22 B & 6 & 27
5. 21 <25 18 9 2 8 2 "
6o 26 =30 6 2 1 b 9 ¢

7+«  Above 30 24 12

L
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The above table shaws that around 70 per cent of
familfos of fncome Yevel A spent 6 «» 15 per cent of thefr
fncone on clothings More chen 50 per cent fn income groups
A and ¢ also spent the same amounte More than 15 per cont
of fanily incame wos spent on clothing by 46 per cent and
37 per cent of the € and A incana levels, respectively,
whtle only 28 per cent in fncunc level B spent thigs amount,
A1} thesc show that the expenditure on ¢lothing was highly
flexible fn the rural families.

This s found to ba in agrecmsnt with EZngel’s Yow
of family axonditure that states as the fncame of a family
{ncreases, the proportional 2xpenditure for ¢lothing, rent,
fuel, and I{ght romeins fafrly constant while the percentoge
for food 8=creases and that for cultural ond higher enjoyment
fncreasess The dollars which remain are divided among the
other faaily neads §ncluding clothing (Thompson and Rea, 19%9)e

3. Shelters

Efghty threc per cent of the famflfos of fncome level
Ag 30 por cent of the familfes of Incane Jeovel B8 and 93 per coent
of the familfes of fncome level C hod their own sheltare Therefore
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the quastion of paymant of rent did not ar{se. Among those
who pald the rent, fncame Group A pafd wpto 1§ per cent of
thoir Pamily income for sholter, whilo B and ¢ incoma levels

pafd only within § per cent.

b Educotions

Table 111 C shows the percontage of money spent on
Educatione

JABLE 111
DUCAT
A (210) B (25) c(1s)
Se % age or mmy (.0 to 600) (m.soo to 1200) {(Above RW1200)
tHoe Spent on Educae
tion. Noe X oge Noe % age NOe % oge

NOY=
Ye Number of/particie
pants %7 70 7 28 5 34

2e N;uoer of partici=-
pants

63 30 18 72 10 66
3 1= § 3 20 7 63 § 33
be 610 15 7 ' b 2 13
Se ¥ =15 2 | S S | 7
6. 16 » 20 3 2 - - 2 3

The above table shows only 30 per cont of the fumilfes
of income level A spent on educstion whereas fn B and € income
Yevels #t was 72 and 66 per cent respactivelys This shows that n
an fncrease In income bears & definite {nflucnce on the proportion
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of money spent an education.

Sinty efgit per cent of the families of income level
B 33 per cont of the fanilfes of income tevel € and 20 par cent
of tncome grom A spent within § per cont of thefr income for
educstions Twenty par cent of incorm group € spent 6 » 18
per cent and 13 per cent, above 15 per cents This shows that
fncome Group A spont less on education and thedr poarticipation
in educational programes was low.

L]

S+ Rocreation: Table 111 D shows the proportion of family

income spent on rocreation by the rural fomilties.
JABLE Il

Se Xage of Money (&3 1‘:3'2&0’) (m.ggs%n 1200) m&é'?l.um)

Spent an recroo-

toe tione (9 % oge Noe Xage Noe . X oge
1« tiumbar of lione

participants. 37 18 2 8 & 27
2+ Number of nartie

cipants 173 82 23 92 3] 73
3 1§ 145 K 22 89 11 73
he 6« 10 21 10 ] & - -
5« Above 10 3 - - - - -
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Fram the above table §t 18 ¢lear that 32 per cent
of groups B and 82 per cent of A and 73 por cent of famflfes
of fncome Jevel Cq spent on recreatfons More than 70 per cent
of fanflies of income Jovel A spunt within § per cent of thelr
fncame on recreation. This shows recreatfon formed & most

fmportant ftem of axnenditure In rural familfes though {1t ine
volved smoll amount onlye

6« pedicines

Table 111 £ shows medical exienditure of the fanilies.

IABLE NI
€ = MEDICINE

A (210) 8{25) ¢ (lsf-
SJMoe % age of ntu:'y (™0 to 600) (R600 to 1200) (Above R.1200)

medfcine. HNo. age Ho. X age HNoe ¥ age

1« Nunber of tion=

participonts. 37 v 3 12 2 13
2. N of ti=

clponts P*H" an g2 22 88 13 87
3.1 « 5 ' ios 50 56 8 53
be 6 = 1D 54 26 6 24 3 a0
S¢ 11 « 15 N 5 2 8 ) ?
6. 16 » 20 5 2 - - 1 7
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More thon B0 par cent of the rure} famflies in sl
fncome groups fncurred medical expenditurce within 5 per coent
of thefr income was spent on medical grounds by more than 50
per cent of the famiifes in )l fncome groups. Six to ten
per cent was spent by more than 20 per conte This shows medical
axpenditure was an fmportant ftem of expendfture in rursl families.

7« lransportations

Table 111 F shows the expenditure {ncurred by rural
fanilfes on tronsportation and communicotionss

LTABLE 111
= JRANSPOR TATION
- A (210) (25) c (1s)
's“.’. % oge .3:., noney (0 to ™800) tm.eoo to 1200) (fsbove Fu1200)
an transports HOe % oge HNOe % age No % gge
1o Number of Nonepartis
cipant 10 5 - - - -
2+ Number of participemts 200 95 25 100 15 100
3 18 139 36 18 72 1 }) 73
44 6 ©10 % 22 5 20 3 20
e 11 w)5 9 $ 1 4 - -
6e 16 =20 6 3 ¥ b ' 7

&,

s \0
/Q\\_\
i
o

"~
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From the above table it 18 clear that almost
all the familfes incurred expenditure on transportations More
then 65 per cent of the fanilfes in a1l fncome levels incurred
an exponditure within 5 per cent of the famfly $ncome and more
thaon 20 per cent spent 6 « 10 per coent.

8. Savingss

Table 111 G shows the proportion of family fncome
deposi ted as savings by the familfes.

JASLE 111
Qs SAVINGS
Ss %asge of money (PO t( Aoo) (R 600 to 1200)(% ?goo)
No. dapos!tcd as
savings. NOw % age NOe X age Mo % age
s Numer of None
particioants 160 76 8 32 3 20
2+ Number of partie
cipants 50 2 W 68 12 80
3% 1= 5 27 13 9 36 5 33
b €~ 10 % 7 é 2% & 27
Ss 11«15 é b | | & [ 7
6+ 16 » 20 3 ¥ ] Y - -
7+ Above 20 - - - - 2 13
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From the table It §8 clear that the income lavels
8 and ¢ sove more than fncome level A while 80 and 68 per cent
of ¢ and 8 fncane groups had savings. Only 26 per cent of the
fncane love) A saved any moneys More than 60 per cont of the
B and ¢ fncame levels and 20 per cent of the A Incams growp

saved within 10 per cent of thefr fncoms. The habit of savings

evidently can be practised by only those familfes who had the
mooy for sovings from thefr family ncame.

9 Qther Exponditures

Table 111 M shotvs the miscellaneous expenditure ine

curred other than the §tom specified above by the rural famtlies.

JABLE 11X
H e EXPENDITY
A (210) B (25) ¢ (1 |
S« % age of money (M0 to aooi (2600 to $200) (Above m.aoo .
Nae mﬁsgsmﬂr NOs %age Noe % age Noe X oge
Te Numbor of None
portictponts 85 40 & 16 3 20
2, N of -
¢ e Pt e 60 21 o 12 80
ao - 24 n 3 12 - -
6 -10 29 w 3 12 - -
Se 11 <15 27 3 2 8 - -
6 16 =20 9 9 2 8 2 13
7s 21 <25 % 8 3 12 2 [} ]
8, 26 =30 & 2 - 20 & 7
9 31 =35 é 3 ] & 3 20
10. 36 <40 - - 2 8 ] 7
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From tho above table {t 1s clear that while more
than 80 per cent in 8 and € Incoma groups incurred miscellane
esous expenditure, only 60 per cent of the famflfes of incane
group A Incurred this expenditures while group level C forme

ing 80 per cent incurred more thaon 15 per cent and fncome group
8 forming S2 per cent incurred an expendfture above 15 per centp
only 22 per cont of the famfilies of income level A incurred the
sane. Less than 15 per cent of the family income was spent on
miscellanecus exponditure by 38 and 32 par cent of A and B fncam
groups rospoctively.

Clothing Purchases were done on cash basis by 100 per
‘cent of the fanilfesy 20 per gant of the families followed the
{natalment basis, while 3 per cent followed the ¢redit bosiss
Sixty ome per cent of the familias stoted that they had no problem
in elearing the bills and 39 per cent stated thet they had some
prabloms.

Those who had problems stated a law fncome level
(40 per cont) less number of working mombers §n the family (25
per cent) money needed for othar purposes (4 per cont) as the
main problems.
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A1} these reveal that a low fncone lavel and Jack
of adequote money for clothing purposes, Jack of gainful
empioymont were the mata problomsin rural famtlies.

Table IV shows the occasfons ond frequency of purchasing
fantly clothing.

QCCASIONS MO FREQUENCY OF CLOTHING PURCHASE BY RURAL FAMILIES
. Total Fomf ) 0
SeNow NowCoR ot Hagt = B X age
Erequency
fe AUy 66 26
2+ Molfeyearly 252 97
3. Quarterly 56 b ¥
, cgasiong |
&s Doepavall 218 87
%« Pongal 167 67
s A% the time of school reopening 86 34

7« At other time 36 111

AR —— — R
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PURBCHASING CLOTHING.

B B B B B A B

Proplems taced by rural families in purchasing clothing.

QCALL .

lem = 1o PERCENT.

KEY.

—

"y

Chaice of Design

<

Frice Level

Gistance of the cshop
Lack of colourfastness
Snrinkage

Lack or durability
Colour combination
Texture or the material

ferminologies used

New plends and mixXtures

X

Lack or knowledge about fabrics
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The chofce of design, price level and distance of
shop proved to the main problens, since more than 95 per cent
romarked obout thote More than 85 per cent had mentioned lack
of colourfastness, shrinkage, lack of durabilifity as the problems
Colour cambination and texture of the material proved to be same
of the mafn problems for more than 80 per cent, while the now
torminologics used was tho prodblem for 78 per cent, new blends
and mixtures posed the problem for 66 per conte Another problem
was lack 'cf knowledge cbowé fabrics for 30 per cent.

2o n d )

Almost none of the familfies allotted ony money for
¢lothings Ninety=gscven per cant satd that they had problems
fn alloting money for clothinge The problems mentioned by
the faniltes Included tnadecuacy of the fncome (63 per cent )
not uscd to sllotting money (54 per cent ) money neaded for other
pw;iooes (48 percent) snd lack of interest (2% per cont).

Fifty-one per cent of ths famtlfes stated that they
covld delance their fncoms and expenditure, while 49 per cent
gave 8 nogative replys The correlation of $ncome and expendftum
of fanilfes of incone level A and 8 shawed thaot there was 8 positive
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correlation between fncome and expendftures the degroe of
correlation baing ¢ «9 In both coses. As regards §n fncoms

level € aventhough & positive correlation of #s1 was present,
with the increase fn income therc was a decrease in axpendfture
The data and calculations are gfven in Apoendix §le The problems
faced by tham fncluded 8 Yow Incame level (48 per cont) loarge
number of members fn the family (34 per cent) and heavy expenses
{18 per cont)e

De otht

Twoshundred and forty faallies forming 96 per ¢ont
stated that they had an adequete wardrabe while ten families
forming four per cent expressed the {nadequacy of the wardrobde
In the possassion of the wardrooe a low fncom level and larger
numbcr of mombors franing wp the £-mily formed the maim probloms.

Ve Honcemde Gopmentss

out of the 250 fomilfes 98 per cent said thet they had
no sewing « machine and 30 they mode no garmentse

The problems faced by them are given in Table VI
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Selioe Problems __'_r.gtat Pamilies = 250
. Noe % age
Yo Lock of interest 177 7
’ 30 Lack of tim 152 . 61
3 No facility for learning 127 51
ke o factl f SO88w
{ogT 25ty for, gos - "
n;-u-

From the above table, It #s cle.r that lack of fnterest
and Vack of t'tm were the matn problems for more than 60 par corte
sround 50 per gent stated that they had nefther the factifty for
learning nor the faciiity for possossing a sewing machine. "Lock of
| knawledge in stitehing was onother problembfaced by hane mdkers.

Evidently honsemads garments ware far from the picture
tn rural fomtliea since only four families out of 250 posscssed
a8 sawfng machine and made some garmontse
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2, Rendy-made Garmentsy

In the sample surveyed 196 famflies forming 78 per
cent stated that they purchased reedy-mde garments. Twenty

two pey cent stated thot they did not purchosce any ready=mode
varfeties,

The problems faced by the faniifes In ready-made
garments or: glven In Table Vile

Ma! Icmj {68 gsg

Se NOo Praoblaems

rami1fes % oge

te Luck of colaurfostnoss 196 ”
2, Poor fitting 7% 70
3. Too many fasteners, trimuings &

decorations Yah 58
be Poor stitching 1o L
Se Poor qualfty of material 105 42
6. High cost 80 32

The above table shows colourfastness ond poor Pitting as
the main probloms for more than 70 por cants Fifty eight per cant
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remarked thot ready-made gaorments had too meny fasteners ond
trimnings md decorntions. Poor fitting, poor quatity of the
materfal ond high cost were the othar defects and problems
faced by tham.

3¢ JAJLOR = MADE GARMENTISS

iIn the sarple surveyed 2486 famtifes forming 98 por
cent gave thefr germants to tof lors.

The problems foced in tatloremade gorments as stated by
the rural fonilfes are given in Table VILY,

I Aa8LE VIl
2R0BLIMS FACED BY PURAL FAMILIZS X T-1LO7 « MAGE G THENMTS
Total Families « 250
SaNOs Problems .
faniles % age
§o Not given In time 221 68
2. Needed e¥teratfon 215 86
3. Poor stitching 207 83
4. Poor fitting mm 68
Se Exch d the materfals giverfor
stitching 165 66
6. Not very neat 72 29
7+ High Tatloring charge 62 25
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From the above table {t §s elear that more than 80 per cent
of the fomilies were not sotisfied about the construction ospects

of the taflormade gaorments. Further they felt that the stitched
gorments wera not returned oy the tailor on time. Apart fram

poor fitting the comlaint given by more than 65 per cont of the
familfes wos the fobrics given to tallor for meking germents were
exchanged by them.

Lack ofneoctness in construction and high tatloring
charge vere the other difffculties experfencad by them in

Taflor-mada garments.
Ee glothing Care ond Mafntonances

1o Home waghings

Ninatysefght per cent of the fanilies stoted ms%"ng of

c!othes was done by themselves und 9% per cent statad that they
gave their clothes for dhobt washing and only § per cent engaged

servonts for washing.

A¥} types of fabrics were used by the rural fomilfes.
Seventy two per cent used bar 80apey 56 per cent cike sop add
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15 par cont used soap powders for washing the ¢lothes. $So
the use of bar soap was more common in rural areas thon cake

or powdor varfetfes.

The difficulties experbnced In washing are given
in Table 1IXe

Se Noe oifficulties 2 28 =
NOe % age
1«  Hardness of Water 250 100
2¢ Lack of factlity 235 9%
3. stain removal 249 9
b Lack of time 162 65
Se Lack of water ily 18

Table IX shows that hardness of water 1s the main proe
dlem for all the famflfes. Lock of facitity and stafn removal

were the difffculties for more then 90 per cent of the fomilies.
Sixty=five per cent stated that they had no time for washing.

Lock of water was snother prablem for 18 par cent.
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be ain R als

The problems fn stofn removal as stated by the
fanilfes are given tn Table Xo

Total fomilies « 250
Se NOo Problems -

Nunber % age
. Yo Lack of facitity 40 98
2e Lack of knowledge 243 97
3. Lack of interest 243 97
be Lack of time 176 70

Se Lack of suftable stain '
’ ronoving agent %8 59

’ Table X shows thot Jack of factlifity, knowledge and
intorest were the problems statad by more than 95 per cent of
the Pamilfes. Seventy per cent stated lock of tfme as one of
the difficultys Lack of suitabls stain ranoving agent was
another important problem faced by thom.

2. Dhob{ tashings Evidently 94 per cent of the fanilies who
gave their elothing for dhobt washing had some problems which are
outitnad In Table Xle
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JABLE XL
PROBLEMS FACED 8Y RURAL, FAMILIES IN DHORY WASHING
$eNo. Probloms al.L 222
- Number, X e
L Lack of durabfifty 229 92
2, Lack of colourfastness 225 90
3. Clothes often torn 22} a8
b Delay in getting the gorments 218 86
Se Exchanged the clothes 155 62
6.  Dirt not removed 144 56
7+  Presance of stains 133 53
8. Contribute to comwmicable
disansaes 99 &0
9 Created unfavourable odour 67 27
10, ge‘aw over starched and 62 2
11 19 Other L} 7

From the above table 1t is elear that more than 80
per cent hove pointed out thot VTack of serviceshility as one of
the main problems, apart from the {nordinate delay caused by the
dhobf In return the garments, More than 50 per cent felt; glothes

were axchanged, dirt wos not completely removed, Stains were present.
Dhobt washing led to camumicadle diseases, since washing was done



PERCENTAGE

PRORLEMS FACLED 8Y RURAL [FAMILILS IN DPHoAZ] WABHING .

100

SeALLE
lem = [o pERCENT.

v

kEY.
Lack of durapbility

Lack of colourfastness

Clothes often torn

Delay in getting the garments

BT R B R

Exchanged the clothes
Dirt not removed

Presence of stains

an

Contribute to communicanle diseases
Created unfavourable odour

Garments over starched and blueied

<« BN BN |

Other

Problems faced by rural tamilies in Dhobj wasning
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sometimes {n unhygeinic wataers A bad odoury over starching
and blueing were tho other main probloms.

As for whitoning agents 9% per cant used mainly rabbin
blue and 74 per cent did not use any type of stiffening agonts.

Of the 26 per cant who used stiffening agents rice storch wos
the main one. They stated that they Yacked knowladge in the use

of whftening and stirffening agents.
b Qryings

As regerds drying the ¢lothes 95 per cent stated that
they had proper places for drying, while § per cent Yacked space

for drying.

Se lronjmgs

Dhobi froned the clothes for 91 per cont of the familés
using the coal fron. Only nine per cent stated they froned the

clothes thamscivas using an electric fron.
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Tha problens faced by the families in froning the
garments fncluded prascnce of staoins, over staorching and blueing
as stated dby (59 per cent ) delay in returning the germents (bb
per cent)y colour changed, torn often (34 par eent)e

6e Dry = Cloanings

Clothes were not given for dry-cleantng pursoses by
73 per cent of the fcmilfes. Only 27 per cent gove them for
dry«cleaning and problems faced by them included travelling a
long distonce, necd to bear & high cost, with low durabiiity
of garmentss

Te of s

1)

In the atrple surveyed 227 familfes forming 91 per cont
stated thot they had proper storage foctifties. OFf the nine per
cent who had problems stated lack of money and no need for storfig
as the probloms. This dapicts the extreme poverty level of
those rural femilias ss evidently they possessed the bear minfmum
in regerd to clothing,.
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Insacticides wore used by 70 per cent of the fanilies
whereas thc rest did not use. Those who did not use insectictids
stated that they lacked knowledge in using the insecticlides (704)
dld not have tnterest (42), did not ke the smell (33%) and
not in the hadit of ustng such fnsecticides (30%)e

8« Uso of tofm clothess

The use of torn elothes by rural families are given
fn Table X1le

JABLE XI1
SA TORN 8
_— Uses | _- Totoal Families « 250
raitfes % a0
| Senftory weasr 250 100
2, Cleaning purposes 27 99
3 Poor psople 225 90
L Dusters 218 87
Se Mending and reusing 200 80
6o vessciman 53 21
7s Curtains 53 21
8¢ Napkins for babfes &3 17

% Childrens clothing | 1 é
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UTILISATION of ToRN .t oTRES 8Y RURAL FAMILIES.

ScALE
lem = [0 PEREENT.
Kizy
Sanitary wear
Cleaning purposes
Foor people
Dusters

Mending and reusing

C N B B N

VYesselman
Curtains
Napkins ror babies

4

Childrens clothing

i

Utitisation or torn clothes by rural tamilies
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all
Fran the above table 18 s cleor thot tha famflfes used
torn clothas for sonftary wears Cleaning purposes, donating them

to poor people, making tham os dustcrs, mending and re-using were
the other importont uses. Lessthan 25 per cent gove them to vessele

men, made tham as curtains and napkins for babfes and few made
childrens? ¢lothing also out of theme

9« Renovotion of Garmentssy

Sixty six per cont of the fanfifes stated that they
rengvated the glothes, whereas the rest did not do thise The
probloms facod by thoss who wwnted to renovete the élothes were
fack of foctlity ond equipment as stated by 66 per cents Lack
of interest ond knowledge wore the other problem as statad by
48 and 33 per eent respoctively.

A3} the familles used faded ¢lothes as such, bud did
not get them dyed or printade They nefther had the time, interest
or faci ity nor did they possess the knowledge, tbat‘ dyeing or
printing could be done smpart from the distance in reaching the
dyaing foctory.

}:‘().‘ﬁ co "t
e (4
-~. ‘505

LIBRARY



Sixty three por cont stated that they would not
be able to participatc in any cducatfonal programmes if conducted,
while 37 per cent were willing to porticipate,

Lack of intarest, leck of faciifty were the main
problems stated by 48 and &% per cent of the famflies respectively.
Noneavat Jabi Jity of the teacher and lack of time were the other

prablams expressced by 32 and 25 per cont of ths famflfes respectivel
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¥ _SUMMARY ANO CONOLUSION

A study was conducted in 250 fanflies on rondaom
sample basis from selected 12 villages belonging to Karamadad
8lock in Cofmbatore Dfistrict. The problems in relation to
clothing expenditure, clothing sclection, maintenonce and core
procticos were slicitad from the riiral. families.

The study revealed the following findingss

Yo Eomily Bockgrounds

8. Incases Among the 250 fomiltes 210 fumilies
(84%) belonged to Incone Level A (M 0«600)
25 ramities (10X) belonged to fncome lovel
? (R600-1200) and IS @aniltes 6%) belonged
to income level ¢ {above f3.%,200)s

be Qcgipotions Rural families how agriculture
as the main occunation dut fn fncone lavel
A coolfe job wos also cormone Agriculture
cabined with hame moking was the mafn
accup 2tfaon for women.
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¢. Lducations In fncome level A 70 per cent of
home makers and 50 per cent of heads of
families vere $)ifteratass Income jevel B
and ¢ had a higher percentage of 1{terates.

de Jype of Familyg Around 70 per cent of the
fantlios belanged to nuclear faflies, and
30 per cent, o joint faniiies.

2 1

[
-

It was found that as fncome incrcased the parcentage
of money spent on food decreaseds A Yarger percentage of
familéy incone was spant on food Dy income level As  The expen=
diture on clothing secmed to be highly flextble fn rural famiifes.
More thon 85 per cent of the rural faniifes had thefr own shdliters
Income group A spent less on odication and their participation
was lows The increase in fncome had & def'inite bearing on amount
spent on oducation. Around five per cent of the family {ncome
was spent on recraction by more than 70 per cent of the fanilfes
tn all tncome levels. Medical expenditure formed five par cont
of thefr fncune. 1In 58l incows levols more than 65 per cent spert
five mr cont of their income on transportations Ssvings and
the expenditure on mfscellancous {tems depended on thefr income

jovels.
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Fifty per cont of the famflies stated that they
could bal ance thofr income and expenditures Money was not
alloted for elothing separatelys Clothing purchases were
done by cosh basis by all familiese Around 60 per cent of the
fanilies statod they had problems. Inadequacy of {ncome, less
number of working mombers, targe family sfze, not in the hadit
of alloting clothing allowmee, money needed for purposes other
then clothing and Yock of interest {n clothing were the main
problems.

Clothing purchases were done matnly during Pongal
and Decpavalf and twice per yeor. Price leval was one of thetr
mafn concernse Chofce of colour, designg and texture of fabrics,
loss of serviceabiifty, new teminologies, blends ond mixtures

that baffled them were the other problems.

2. _Clothing Solections

Ninoty six per cont of the famflies stotod theie
wardrobe was adaquate. Ninoty efght per cant stated they had
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no sewing machines and so they made no garments. The main proe
blems for not sewing as stated by them were tack of {ntercst,
fack of time, no facility for learning nor for possessing sewing
machinese.

Seventy three per cant stated they purchased ready-made
garmentse The main problems facod a ready to wear were lack of
colour fastness, poor fitting, presence of too many fastenors,
trimmings ond decorations, poor quality of meterial and stitching
and & high costs

Hinety efght per cent gave thelr garments o taflorse.
The problans faced by them {ncluded tatlor did not return
garments on time. Garments neaded siteration, workmanship poor

and not nect, poor fitting, materials given for stitching were
exchonged, and 8 high tafloring charge.

2s_Clothing Core and Maintenonces

A1l types of fabrics were used by rura) families.
Soth home and dhobi woshing were practieed by more then 90 per
cent of the famflfes. Among detergents the usc of bar soap was
more cammon than gake or powder varfetfcs. Lock of time for washing
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hardness of water, lsck of facility, Jock of suitable stain
removing agents, lack of knowledge and interest proved to be
the main probloms faced by them in washing garments.

In laundering clothes by dhodf most of them felt that
servicoantlity wos lost, dhobf exchanged ¢lothes and returned
them lato. Ofrt and stains were present combimmd with over starche
ing and blwsinge Further, cosmmnicadle diseases were promoted,
unfovourable odour was created fn dhobt washad f{tems.

Though robbin Dlua was used by them as the main whitene
ing agent, and rice storch ss the stiffening agent evidently they
needad knowledge #n using theme Hinety five per cent had sufficient
space and squipment for drying clothes.

More than 70 per cent did not give clothes for dry
cleanings High Cost, loasof serviceadbility, jong distonce to the
shop were the main problems for those wno drycleoned their clothes.

Around 90 per cent of the famflfes had proper storage
facilities. The others possessed minfmum clothing and hence
thefe was no nesd for storage. Seventy per cont of the fanilfes
used fnsecticides. Lack of knowledge, fnterest, aversion to
odour werse the causes for not using insecticides by the others.
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Torn ¢lothes were mainly used as sanitary wear,

as dustors, as donatfon t0 poore Clothes were mended and rcused
also. Lack of knowledge, interest, factility, equipment were the
mafin problems In renovating the garments and fn macing use of

faded clothos.

Around 70 per cent were not willing to participate in
any educational programes. Lack of fnterest and factiifty, were
the main probloms. HNon « avat labiifity of teacher nd Yack oftime
ware the other problems.

SONCLUSIONS

Around 85 per cent of the fanilfes belonged to a very
Yow !ncomé lavel, wlth egriculture as thotr main occupation.
The basic necessities of 1Hfdférced them to spend much amount for
food and Yittle smount for ¢lothings A large family si=e, tradfe
tional habits and customs, & low educational level, lack of
fnterest fn clothing; lack of faci lities and time for octi?ities
were theifmain problems.
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fural families were more concerned about price and

quolfty of fabrics, since loss of serviceanility was one of
thefr mofm problems. For clothing the masses of India, attractive

and sorviccable fabrics at & low price should be made avotiablae.

Education was needed in glothing selection and care
practises. Motiviation was needed to make them participate in
educational progromnes. If econamic benefits could be achieved
by fncane esarning ococupations, thelr standard of ¥Hving can be
ra!aed, and maturally therc would be & change in thefr outlook

alsoe
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VI APPENDIX 1

SRIEEVIRLAREOUE 10 ELICIT 1nF it TN FAJM RURN, ~ EN
BEGARDING CLOTHING PROSLEMS

¥

To Hame of the Village ’
2. Name of the Interviewee &

30 Name of the head of the
family

% Occupatfon and addres
Se Caste aond relfgion
6e Family « Joint/tuclecr
7. Fomily bockground

- .o Education . Incame
Soto, HEMe of the rge m
Family giteﬁa:d TTTTte-

on
MomDe I Se l?to rats g.;;% g‘i& m |
n B ——— . 50 m

1e Grond father

2¢ Grond mother
3. Father

be Mother _
S¢ Orothers o SN

2.

3 o
6+ iisten

24

TJe Sons

8. Daughters . | )
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Othar sources of fncame t Rent

Interast

from kitchen garden

pPoul tey

Dafry

Others specify
Total Family Income »

8. Expendfture pattarns

Se0e Items Rs/Month % ﬁéﬁ";"
| I Food
- 8 Clothing
3. shclter
by gducation
Se Recreation
- e Medicine
v T Tronsport
8 Others
% saving
A —————

9 00 you allot money for famfly ¢lothing?

Yes L7 N7

17 yes, how much?

per month L 7 Por yeor L7
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10. (&) then do you purchasc the ftoms for family clothing?

Seli0e Occasfons X of Clothing
muNSY
te DURING FESTIV.LS
as Deepavsif
b, Pongal
C. Christmas
d. Others
2» annually
3. Half-yearly
B marterly
Se At the time of School
reopening
6. Any other time specify

{b) Do you hove any problems in alloting the money?
Yes L7 wmE T 7
If yes, stote the problemss
11s Are you able to balance your tncane and expenditure?
Yes 7 w7
1f so, what problems do you huve?l
12 How do you moke your purchase?
On crodit bosis L7

on ¢ash dasis
on instalment basis
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D0 you have any problcms n payfng the amount?
Yes 7 LA 4
1f yes, montformd the problems.
13. Do you noss*ss an adequate wardrobe?

V4e States the problems faced by you in purchasing the matcrials
for ¢lothing?
a., Chofce of design [ 7
be Cholee of colour comfinmation [ /7

ee Price Yeval 7

ds Texture of the moterial /7

o Dfstonce of the shop /7
fs lew blends and mixtures [ 7

ge New tcrminolosfes in fobrics [/
he Lock of duraoflity 7
fo Luck of colourfastnoss 7
J« shrinkage 7

ke Lock of knowledge cbout fzories /7
1e Others « snoecify

15« (8) Wwho washes tnho glothing ftems?

Self 7
Dhobf Y 4
Sarvant —7

othors « Speciyy
(b) Specify the types of materfels washed, detergents used
and problems foced at homee

pal - A
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SeNOe

fypes of materials detergents  problems faced

washad used st has
| Y Cotton
*:. stk
3. tylon
L !;taym
5e polyester, Terens
60 Vool
Ts Terricot
8. Blends and mixtures
9-.! ot.aers

160 Difficulties n woshing?

Lock of water 7
Lack of tima [ 7

Lack of Paciliey /7

Hordness of water [/
Removc) of stain /7

Others «~ specify

¥7. Do you hove any propblem of removing steinst

Yos Jam—
7

No
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5f yes, stato the problams

ae Lock of knowledge 7
be Lock of Pacilifty =7
€. Lock of time 7

ds Lock of interast to romove /7
e Lock of proper stafn removing agont /7
fe Othors « Specify

18. Are the gorments gfiven to dhobi?
Yves /7 w7
3¢ yes, statc the problens fn dhadi woshing.

8e Chonces for skin diseases due to contaninetion /7
be Ohobf uses dirty woter [

¢+ 0ad snell 7

de Ouradiifty bocame less [~ —7

e. Pradlems fn mointatning colour fostnoss /7
fe Oelay in getting the clothes

ge Prosoncs of stains

he Ovor starching

fe dire s not romoved fully /7

Jo Clothes ofton torn 7
ke Others e spocify

19. Are the gorments given to dry eleoning?
ves L7 o L7

If yes, whaot aro tne problems?

20¢ Do you use whitoning agontebe—wm
Yos ot/

1
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others = specify
be Indicats the problems faced in using whitening agents?
2%¢ D0 you usc the stiffening ogents?
eYs 7 w7

1f yes, indicate the types of stiffening agents used
Starch e Rice

wheat
Mafze
Potato
Tapfioco
Corn
othcrs o spoctfy
Commarcial storches If ony « specify.
be Indicate the problams facea in usiing stiffening agents?
224 DO you have proper place for drying the glothes?
Yes 7 Noo L7

If no, stotc the problems ang indicate the mgthod of
solving the sumes

Prabloms Remadies Suggested
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23 D0 you fron the clothes?
Yes L7 w /[ T7

If yes, wno doas the froning?

AL a—

onoot L7
sarvont [~ 7

Others « spocifys
be Types of fron pox used.

Coal fronvew [/
€lectric fron bom /7

Any other type /7
Ce Do you have problems fn froning the clothes?

ves 7 Noe L7
1f yes, mantfon the probimes
2he DO you hove proper storoge factlfties?

Yes L7 No L7

If no, fndicate the prablems #n sturing the ¢lothes?
25. 00 you use insecticides?

ves L7 No L/
If yes, indicate the type of Insecticides used.
ae Nophthaline bpalls

be Camphor
Ce Neem lexwes

de Newspaper wrapping
e. Powadar and flower dust

€« Others « specify.



1f no, iIndicate the problems.
26. How do you use the torn clothes?

8 Monding » patch work
darning

bs Converting fnto childrents glothing
Ce Given to vesselman
de Used as curtaing
8. Used for cleaning purposes
f+ Given to poor peaple
ge Used a3 dusters
he Othors = specify
be DO you have any prodlems n renovating the garment?
Yes 7 w7
if yes, state the problems
27« Do you use the fadad glothes?
Yves 7 w77
1# yas, how do you use them?
s M!ng
be Printing
Cs Any other msthod « specify

If ne, reasons,

2e Yack of knowloage /7
D Yok of actifty [femeemaof



Ge Lack of time L7

de Lack of intcrest [ 7

e. Distonce to the place /7
f. Others » gpecify.

28. Do you howve @ sewing machine?

ves 7 w7

If yos, Indicate the garmants stitched ond the prabloms faceds

S NOw Germents stitched Prodlems foced
e Slouse
2. Chol{
3. shire
be Underwear
Se Frock
6, Sarfpatticoat
7 Bodice
8. Jthers

be If no, Indicate tha reasons for not possessing the machine?

Ce DO youy have any prodlems fn caring for your machine?
ves L7 w7

1f yas, state the prdlems,
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29, which one of the follawing do you prefer for your

30.

3.

clothing $tems?

e
Teflormade /7
e mods [

If. 1t s readymode
Do you have any problems §n ready mode garments?

ves 7 Noe 7
If yes, stote the prodbloms
aes High cost
be Poor fitting
€e Poor stitching
de Excossive fostners and decoration
@« Poor quality of materfal
f+ Colourfastness
ge Jther = Spocifye
If 1t s teflormace
Do you hive ony prodlem fn taflormade gorments?

ves L7 No LT

If yes, state your problems
@« high tafloring charge
be Poor fitting.
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Ce Poor stitching
de Not gfven In time
e. Needcd alternation
f. Othey » speqify

32. Are you intcrested to participate In the following educo=-
' tional progroare?

Yos L7 No [77

1f no stote the problems

SeNO. Hork Probloms faced
&

|8 Knitting

2. Wirebag

3. Embrofdery

& cutting ond garment mking
5e Lace making

6o Basket making

Te boll making

8. Mat making

9 Rope making
10. wealth from waste
1. Snoimntng and weaving
12¢ Any other
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