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«The bestway to predict the
ture isth invent it.”
Alan Kay
s an educator,
I'm constantly
looking for ways
to improve my
studeits’ learning
expelience.
Retently, one particular
conVersation around

ChatGPT, which was gener-

ing significant buzz,
Wharked my curiosity.
while some viewed it with
suspicion, a group of my
students saw it as a poten-
ial game-changer. The dis-
cussion began casually
during an office hour.

A student hesitantly
mentioned using ChatGPT
to brainstorm ideas for an
upcoming essay. Her initial
apprehension stemmed
from concerns about pla-
giarism and academic
integrity.

But, as she elaborated, it
became clear that ChatGPT
wasn’t providing pre-writ-
ten essays; it was helping
her generate different per-
spectives and angles.

enefits
intrigued, 1 decided to
delve deeper. Over the
next few classes, I opened
the floor for a discussion-
Tomy surprise, several stu-
dents admitted to usINg
ChatGPT for various tasks
such as SUmmarising com-
plex research papers, for-
mulating creative writing
Prompts, and even practis-
ing Code for Computer
Science stndents, As the
conVelSdtion  unfolded,
some fascinating benefits
emerged;

Enbanced Creativity:
Several students highlight-
ed how ChatGpTg ability

A collaborative journey

An educator on her experience of exploring
ChatGPT along with her students

to generate different text
formats — poems, code,
scripts = sparked their
creativity and pushed
them beyond their usual
approaches, igniting new
ideas and approaches.

improved Research
Skills: For some, ChatGPT
served as a researc'h assis-
tant. By feeding 1N key-
words, they could generate
summaries of scholarly ar-
ticles, saving valuable time
and allowing them to focus
on analysis and critical
thinking.

Personalised Learn-
ing: A few students with
learning disabilities found
ChatGPT’s ability to re-
phrase complex concepts
particularly helpful. It al-
lowed them to grasp infor-
mation in a way that reso-
nated with their learning
styles.

Ethical concerns

While the potential of

ChatGPT was undeniable, I

also had concerns that I

shared with my students:
Academic Integrity:

-

The biggest concern was
the misuse of ChatGPT for
plagiarism. We discussed
the importance of using
the tool ethically, empha-
sising proper citation and
ensuring their own under-
standing of the content.

pverdependence and
Critical Thinking: A valid
concern was students be-
coming overly reliant on
ChatGPT for tasks that re-
quired critical thinking and
analysis. We emphasised
using the tool as a spring-
board, not a crutch.

as and Misinforma-
tion: The Potential for pyias
ithi . Models  yaq
another POt of djgeyg.
sion. Wé exfp lored the -
portanc® 0 _fact-check-mg
and eval'3UDg the e
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lighted 1B Potentia] of Al
tools t0 P°TSOnalise learn-
ing, € ance Creativity,
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and empower students.
However, it also under-
scored the impo ance‘o-f
responsible use and critt-
cal thinking,.

As educators, W€ must
embrace Al not with feab
but with a spirit of explora:
tion.

Open Discussions: Fos-
tering open discussions
about Al tools like
ChatGPT allows students
to explore their potentt
and limitations.

Ethical Guidelines: De-
veloping clear ethical £
delines around the use ©
Al tools in the classroom
promotes responsible use
and academic integrity:

Curriculum Integra-
tion: Instead of viewing
tools as separate entites:
we can integrate them int®
the curriculum, teaching
students how to use them
effectively for research,

analysis, and creative
expression. :
The conversation

around ChatGPT with my
students was a valuable re-
minder that education is a
collaborative journey. BY
embracing pew technolo-
gies thoughtfully and ethi
cally, we can create d learn
ing = environment
fosters curiosity, ¢
thinking, and 2
love of learning. A% -
tinues to evolves
responsibility t0
empowers student® __ ,f
After all, the Uttt o,
learning isn’t abO_U,t about
placing teachers; 1”4
Al and educators

engaging and
learning experl
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