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Chapter 1
Introduction
Every genre has subversive elements. Feminist debates reveal the mutability of

different genres from gendered Such theorise the

of genres and the phallogocentric themes in the genre to focus on the study of women and
gender. Power dynamics as the edifice of gender relations construct reality through the
politics of omission, alicnation and segregation. This redefinition of power structures in
the fictional narratives and the presentation of short stories as realistic discursive products
of power can be subverted to reconceptualise gender. These narratives are self-
deconstructing as they are enmeshed in practices of power and resistance. They form part
of the cultural dynamics and foreground patterns of masculinities and femininities which
are subject to change.

The theme of how patriarchal structures operate differently within male authored
texts and female authored texts in the literary canon exposes the need for gender justice to
critique patriarchal attitudes and resist the hegemonic patterns of culture. This emergence
of the corpus of women’s voices with greater verve resulted in the redefinition of this
genre of Women’s Writing. It enabled women to carve a niche by articulating experiences
related to identity, sexuality, marriage, love, family, domesticity and life. It analyses
varied correlated areas of interest from the female standpoint as an altemative to
comprehend the subject of “woman” from the male stance. This enthused women to break
the traditional literary conformist forms of writing to discover a new language to
reconnoitre womanhood.

Need for the study
The Feminist Fairy Tale as a genre was neither discoursed as a subject of debate

with reference to celebrating women and the theme of beyond gender, nor addressed as a
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