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“ propose to appoint Dr. Rajammal P. Devadas as the first Vice-Chan-
cellor of our University........ Her qualifications are outstanding ;

a) She has the highest academic distinction from the Ohio State
University, along with Ph.D. in Nutrition and M.A, in Education.

b) Soon after her return, she was invited to be the Dean of Home
Science inthe Baroda University.

¢) While in that post, she was appointed as the Chief Home Econo-
mist in the Government of India in the Ministry of Agriculture, in
which position she organised training of women in Nutrition and
Rural Development throughout India.

d) The Avinashilingam Home Science College borrowed her services
to organise the college and the present eminence of the college is
due to her initiative, hard work and dedication.

e) She was recalled by the Ministry to become the Assistant Direc-
tor-General (Nutrition) of the ICAR which position she occupied
till her retirement from Government service.

f) She has held significant positions in national and international
bodies like FAO, UNICEF, WHO, ICAR, ICMR, NCERT & UGC
and NIPCED, has about 300 research papers and 37 books to her
credit, is the Chief Editor of the Indian Journal of Nutrition; Presi-
dent of the Indian Nutrition Society and continues till today as Sci-
entist- Member of the ICAR Governing Body.

=

She has represented India in about 30 international conferences
inabout 40 countries, she was awarded Rafi Ahmed Kidwai award
for Nutrition in 1976.

g

We are indeed proud to appoint her as the first Vice-Chancellor of the
Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for
Women- Deemed University. | am sure you will greatly welcome her
appointment and send us your confirmation immediately to enable us
to begin the University.”



~ 0 . 7~ecflei) Currfrii).ujrT ~gyudluj u”si)
Ln60T6UOLDrrgj :

SECRETARY Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of Education
Government of India
New Delhi
D.ONOF.9-20/84-U.3 20 June 1988

Dear Shri Avinashilingam,
Kindly refer to your letter of 15th June 1988 regarding the

appointrment of first Vice-Chancellor of Avinashilingam Institute
for Home Science and Higher Education for \Worren.

In accordance with the provision contained in VI(2)(f) of the
Bye-laws, the Chancellor is competent to appoint any person as
the first Vice-Chancellor for such period as he deems fit. Dr.
Rajammal Devadas also seems to us to be eminently suited for
appointrment as the first Vice-Chancellor of this deemed Univer-
sity and you may go ahead with her appointment for a period of
five years.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

M o0
(ANIL BORDIA)

Shri T.S. Avinashilingam

Chancellor

Avinashilingam Institute for

Home Science & Higher Educations for Wonen
Coimbatore - 641 043
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‘Liberal education makes not the Christian, nor the Catholic, but the
gentleman. Itis well to be a gentleman, itis well to have a cultivated intel-
lect, a delicate taste, a candid, equitable, dispassionate mind, a noble and
courteous bearing in the conduct of life - these are the connatural qualities
of a large knowledge; they are the objects of a University;’



"Liberal education, viewed initself, is simply the cultivation of the intel-
lect as such; and it's object is nothing more or less than intellectual excel-
lence’

- Newman, John Henry
The Idea of a University
(1852)
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PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA
New Delhi
November 22, 1991

Dear Dr. Rajammal Devadas,

My wife and I have learmt with deep sorrow and a sense of
personal loss, the news of Sri Avinashilingam's passing away.
When I received his invitation to attend the Jubilee celebrations
of the Vidyalaya something told me that | must respond to it
without delay. Looking back I have a sense of deep satisfaction
that it was given to me and to my wife to see Sri Avinashilingam
before he was recalled by the Lord

Persons like “Ayya” Avinashilingam never die; they merge
with the Supreme. There is no doubt that from his place at the
Feet of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Vivekananda and Mahatrma Gandhi,
he will continue to shower his benediction on you, your associ-
ates and on the institutions that he set up and served with such
matchless devotion for all tine to come.

Yours sincerely.

(R VENKATARAMAN )

Dr. (Mrs) Rajammal P. Devadas
Vice-Chancellor

Avinashilingam Institute for

Home Science & Higher Educations for WWomen
Coimbatore - 641 043
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Minister for Education in the State of Madras in free India. He is
now a Member of the Indian Parliament in the House of Peaple.

The several schools and colleges in the Sri Ramakrishna
Mission Vidyalaya are devoted to the education of boys and this
Trust was formed with the idea of the founding an institution for
girls which will give them both general and professional
education, besides, equaipping them for effectively discharging
their duties in the home. The Home Science High School will
provide Home Science and Fine Arts as its special subjects, in
addition to languages, sciences and cultural subjects. The Home
Science College will offer such essential subjects in home-making
as nutrition, clothing, child development, phychology and home
management as well as physical, chemical, biological and applied
sciences, languags and cultural subjects. It will be affiliated to
the University of Madras for the B.Sc. and B.A. degrees. One of
the main functions of the institution will be Extension Work in
surrounding villages both by contacting the women intheir homes
and by conducting short courses in food preservation, clothing
construction, child care etc.

The Government of Madras have been pleased to allot a
land of six acres of ground costing about Rs. 1,80,000 for this
institution in the village of Sanganur, adjacent to the State
Agricultural College near Coimbatore. And so the institution will
have both the advantages of being near an agricultural college
and atown. The Government of India have also made a generous
grant of nearly Rs. 2,50,000, while the Trust will contribute a
similar amount.



The High School has heen started in June this year and it is
proposed to open the College and Nursery School ina couple of
years. A Basic School, Rural Dispensary and Extension
Department will also have to be built up. The cost of the whole
scheme is estimated to be about Rs. 12,00,000. It is hoped to
raise the remaining amount through the help of the public and
government,

A beautiful temple is being built for fulfilling the spiritual
needs of the girls. The High School and College will be situated
on either side of the temple.

The Home Science taught in this institution will be based
on the ancient and sacred culture of India, interpreted according
to the needs of the modem age. This institution is bound to play
asignificant role in the development of this great country. God
willing, it is our prayer that this will develop into a temple of
learning, where the spiritual gift of India will be combined with
the progressive ideals of the West.

May 1, 1955.
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