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House panel says govt. must explore feasibility
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of licensing requirements for Al content creators

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary commit-
tee has recommended that
the government explore
the feasibility of licensing
requirements for Al con-
tent creators and making
labelling of Al-generated
videos and content manda-
tory, as part of efforts to
combat the spread of fake
news.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Communications and In-
formation  Technology,
chaired by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MP Nishikant
Dubey, also asked the go-
vernment to devise legal
and technological mea-
sures to identify and prose-
cute individuals and organ-

The report said advances in Al
could provide tools to address
concerns over fake news.

isations disseminating
such content.

The committee’s draft
report was recently sub-
mitted to Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla and will be ta-
bled in Parliament during
the next session. It also

called for “close coordina-
tion between the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting, Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), and
other Ministries and
departments”.

While the committee’s
suggestions are not bind-
ing, its recommendations
are often accepted by the
government.

\The panel noted that
MeitY has already consti-
tuted a nine-member body
to examine challenges aris-
ing from “the issue of
deepfakes”.

Two ongoing projects in
this regard include fake
speech detection using a
deep learning framework
and the design and deve-
lopment of software to

identify deepfake videos
and images, it said.

The report observed
that advances in technolo-
gy, particularly in Al, could
provide tools to address
concerns over fake news.
However, the Ministries
concerned had conveyed
that Al, in its current form,
cannot be used for fact-
checking as it relies on pre-
existing information availa-
ble online. Instead, AI
could help flag potentially
fake or misleading content
for human review, the
commmittee said.

“Al and machine learn-
ing (ML) technologies are
increasingly being em-
ployed to enhance the abil-
ity to detect, verify, and
prevent the spread of mis-
information and disinfor-
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mation,” the committee
noted, adding that severa]
research projects and ip-
Itiatives are exploring such
uses.

: Calling fake news a “se-
rious threat” to Public or-
der and the democratic
process, the committee re.
commended dmending pe-
nal provisions, increasing
ﬁpgs, and fixing accounta-
bility. It also favoured the
mandatory presence of
fact-ghecking mechanisms
?md internal ombudsmen
in all print,
electronic
organisations,

At the same
stressed that sych mea-
sures  should evolve
Fhrough consensus-build-‘
INg among medijy bodies
and other stakeholders,
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