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X. XHTROtWCTi.ua

"Clothing is  feoondl in the trluvifate of th« funda­

mental necessities o f man"* eays Bigelow (1953)*. Clothing 

originated with the idea of protection from the elements 

of nature state Hoileu  Saddler ( 1964) *• Curing the early 

days of his existence, nan depended on animals skin and furs 

to keep him var a,

Me Xntosh (1996)* is  of the opinion that man in the 

beginning covered himself with leaves, grass end the barks 

of the tree and. also the skins of animals, that he k illed , 

Haas (1966) * opines that as the days passed by, man learnt 

to remove the fibres from th® skins and used the same in 

the construction o f fabric  which were more suited to their 

needs. Today we have different kinds of fibres undreamed 

of lees than a generation ago. The market is  flooded with 

a variety of tex tile  fabrics, bewildering the home-makers in 

choice making.

Clothes are often considered as a means of display, 

a source o f pleasure, an indication of taste, style and 

social position, Scott and ->mith (1937)* fee l that clothes 

have e pronounced effect on health and habit formation o f  

children*

Children, even at an early age learn the powerful 

effect that clothing has on others and the gratification  

that i t  gives the. wearer. They often went to dress like

t
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their pcsera* whan v e il drassed, a child may toe acre relaxed# 

comfortable, contended or confident, secure and even hepoler* 

on the other hand, a poorly dressed child may look inpatient, 

leee friendly, s e lf  conscious, lass confident and'inferior; 

says Devsdas (W59)*# Hence i t  is  clear that clothes have 

an important role to play In the personality development of 

children*

clothes needed for children could be bought as ready

made or given to ta ilo r or made at home. In every home the

•d e le tio n  of reedy made ga rments become necessary to e lesser
7

or greater degree say Latzke end Baxter (1949) • The l i s t  of 

items bought as ready made varies from family to family and 

sometimes for a given family i t  varies from year to year* 

Tailored garments fo r pre-school children new hold an 

important place In their wardrobe* Pre-school children's 

activ ities are such that this type of garment is  essential*

some mothers make their children's garments because 

of the pleasure and satisfaction derived from the task* In 

s t i l l  other cases a l l  apparel is  purchased ready made, the 

hosfe sewing being restricted to necessary adjustments on 

purchased garments and to the stitches necessary to keep the 

wardrobe in repair*

Today a l l  the three methods of clothing construction 

namely home mack;, ta ilo r  mad*? and ready made are fam iliar
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to a l l  the fam ilies. The reasons for preferring the oartieuler 

type of garments may vary from family to family.

Integration of other cultures with that of ours has 

brought about a vast change in the dress o f man. This 

integration has effected children's dresses also to a certain 

eactent. It  is  the desire of the parents now-a-days to dress 

up their children with different styles of dresses which brings 

recognition in the society. Therefore parents are tempted to 

buy ready made items available in the market in a variety of 

atylea or give i t  to a reputed ta ilo r  for stitching, '-/here 

there la  leisure time available and the hoas-^dker is  well 

versed in neediecraft the dresses are made at homo.

The personality development for children is  at its  

height during pre-school years and home-makers who are 

aware of th« psychology of children are a l l  the more anxious 

to choose the right type of clothing items for them. The 

above has prompted the investigator to take up a is study that
I

would help her to learn the mothers preference towards ready 

;aade# ta ilo r made and home made garments for pee—school 

children.

i
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XX. RLVXdW OF LITERATURE

The available: literature for this study have been 

reviewed under the following headings!

A* Importance of clothing

B( Clothing the preschool children

C. The role of clothing on the personality developSMttt 
of the pre-echool child

D. ^election of clothing for pro-schoolers

£. A comparison of ready made# ta ilo r  mode and home 
made garments for pro-school children

a* imrarUftci o i  Slgfchlflai,

"A ll of us cannot be born beautiful as Cinderella end 

other fairy  ta la  heroines"# says Lund l1962)8# but clothes can 

add to the charm and beauty of the figure. Alt bought i t  is  not 

true that clothes make the men yet t  »ey are important In 

determining the impression a parson makps on others. Laver 

(19M )9 fee ls that man is  unir-ue among the animals la  wearing 

clothes*

According to Me Jimsey (1963)*° clothing has been used 

historically for decoration and to show individuality and 

social superiority. Kumar (19*2)11 and ahalts (1943)12 foal 

that the orgin o f clothing took place with the idea of pro­

tection against the yigours of climate. Lagner ( 1 9 6 9 ) and 

i.vana (1957)14 also agree that clothing was used mainly fo r  

protection.

i
«
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Bathke (1968} reports that ornsaenti^ioa rather than

warmth or modesty was the chief Incentive trnng the ancients

for wearing clothes. betake and Quinlan ( 1 9 3 5 ) say that

clothing was w m  for beauty rather then for protection* And
17this d s ire  for adornment according to FltuiaaoR (1961)*

Influences the choice' o f clothing.
IB•vorton (1962) oonsiders clothes as a 2neans of

expression rod as a desire for improving possible figure
19irregu larities. B irre ll (1959) also fee l that clothes ere

20s means of aesthetic:expression. Kstona (1961) oolnes 

clothing needs a rise  not by imitation or by conscious decision

but by group influence, erwin and Klnchen (1964) say clothas
- 22tend to expand the personality. Graig and Rush (1954) are

of the opinion that clothes influence temperament and behaviour.
21Hence Lewis et a l (19S7) concludes that clothing is  s big 

business.

The preschool period is a c ritica l one in the development

o f  the child, because during the period not only do physics!

defects manifest thsmselves but also faulty attitudes# anxieties.

insecurity, instability  and distortions of personality are
24produced say Thompson and Rea (1949) • Further they fee l that

tsmpferammtal tra its , superior sensitiveness and perceptions, 

a rtis t ic  talents, emotional excellence, superior poise and 

enflurahce. social adaptability and g i f t  of leadership could be

>
«
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attained at this pre-school period provided the children are 

ve il dre ased*

according to icken (194J) children begin even at an

early age to develop a sense of good taste and a desire fo r

good gro-winy which i f  elded by the mother's good taste can be

of Value to th&m a l l  their lives* Hatt and Gibby (1942)**

claim that by the age o f two y&ers most children develop some
27interest in dressing themselves. Young (1938) opines that 

pre-school chi.fi Pren are to be t r  eted as miniature adults in the 

fiwttar o f dressing*

The objective of clothing the pre-school child is his
23own comfort and our own convenience says Gardner (1965) .

ivury child has tb« right to wear becoming clothes says Picken 
2|

(1949) • Pretty well fitted  clothe* in good testa aid of

becoming colour era musts for children* According to Thompson 

and Hea ( 1 9 4 9 ) wel l  fitted  comfortable garments in harmonious 

colours contribute to a feeling of well being and se lf confidence* 

An appropriate costume enajewjfc-le w ill  help to develop thj wall 

poised individual who is  ready to participate in group activity 

or to work alone without se lf consciousness*
27

Young (1938) points out that i f  the child is  always 

dressed in the garments best suited to his type* it  becomes 

e natural habit for him later to select the same type*

i
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c. l l& £

Pwnoatlity is  that which constitute* distinction of tha

person# distinctive', personal character and individuality says 
20 11

Webstar (1937) • The word "person*- as used in ancient Rone#

referred to a theatrical aeak* I t  is  sede up of countless 

nuahtr of prejudices# „ood and bed of more or laaa conseieus 

motives# wishes and above a i l  habits of feeling says Shaw 

(1923)30.

Boas (1958)33 finds "personality as th*> total roelity  of 

an individual"• whereas to Mehta (1964)3̂  personality eannstes 

the individual's peculiar way of reacting to stimuli, overcoming 

problems# resolving conflicts and tensions* Thorpe and 

^ehtauller (1965)33 find personality as that quality molded by 

the individual's e fforts to meet the demands of dally living*

"Personality implies the whole gamut of behavioural phenomena 

appearing in the individual or at least the entire range of 

characteristic or habitual modes o f behaviour ha displays"# 

states Gelderd (1963)3**

According to Dinkmeyer (1967)35 personality la  composed 

o f a l l  the feelings# attitudes# values and behaviour thioh makes 

each person a uni ue individual*

Butler (1931)36 fee ls  th«t personality gives leadership 

and aeoompllshstefit to an individual with unique patterns and 

potentialities of development* &ech child la unicue end has his

i
%
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own personality which ia due to individual reactions to his 

mental, social and sp iritua l environment• Ha r is  at al (1958)^  

opine that the personality of the child emerges out of a l l  the 

influences of early environment and is  shaped toy then, Tate and 

Glisson 11962) ̂  point out clothing as the fundamental o f l i f e  

which helps to build and to stab ilize  personality.

Psychologists fee l that clothing has an important cole 

to play in the personality development of children, Simpson

(1955) 39 says dress is truly expressive of personality. This 

is  revealed toy the ch ild 's  awareness of the dtitudes of others, 

primarily of his peers towards his cloth s opines Hurlock

(1956) 40,

Clothes are a symbol of security, an extension of se lf,  

a way of identifying with someone and a means of real satis­

faction says Head (1950)*1,

The wa££ dressed child o f today psychologically speaking, 

wears clothing which gives security and brings recognition, 

response and new experiences, Security is  described as attendance 

upon wearing clothes which are suitable to the wearer as well as 

to the occasion. Recognition is  the approval which one's 

clothing wins from friends and associates. Response is  the 

effect of clothing upon other oeople,

Oerke (1957) 41 says se lf confidence is  developed in s 

child by proper clothing. For any child to develop socially  

and physically his clothes must be suitable for his activities

«
%
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and similar to those of his olayaates. Ho l i  very conscious of 

the clothing that other children veer and wants to lock like  

tlMMW

A child nay suffer from being over dressed or feel 

inferior# because he is not well dr seed as his friends. Clothes 

may make the experience of going to kinder gar*tan either oleaeant 

or unpleasant. -ban a child is  dressed appropriately# he is co­

operative and w illing to follow suggestions.
43According to Goodman (1958) the appearance# attractiveness#

colour and comfort o f the ch ild 's  garment# affect the ch ild 's

personality# feeling o f se lf confidence and emotional stab ility .

He further states that pattern designs that are not appropriate#

develop a sor t of in feriority  complex in the minds of children.

The colour of the fabric  should be in keeping with thy personality

o f the child. Colours affect the feeling and the behaviour of

children. Colours th^t are too bright or too du ll may make a

child fee l conspicuous. Hence clothing the p r-achool child

is  a major problem for many families.

The problem of clothing the children is complicated by

the g r s t  interest during the pre-school years in dressing
24up. To solve this problem# Thompson and Rea (1949) fee l 

that the importance o f personality and it s  relation throughout 

l i f e  murt be understood by parents and those who work with 

children.

9
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D. a election of clothing tor.. gr»-gchQolor»i

“Clothe# are mad* for children not children for 

clothe*"* says >ie Call (1953) **  • The .sain point to ba 

considered in clothing ahildren la health* proclaim Fa^vgre 

at a l (1958) Goodman (1958)^ o p ln s  that the type o f  

fabric •elected for children '* clothe* bear a direct relation  

to the health of the child. K fabric that 1* too heavy make* 

a child tired  from the exeenlve weight. k fabric that 1* too 

thin may cause the child to fee l cold. Good-year and klohr i

(1954)** ere of the opinion that I f  a child la to develop ‘

desirable attitudes toward clothing* i t  must be suitable for  

hie activ ities. •

Muraello (1971)** is  of the opinion that fo r the young 

explorers the world Is  an a venture and clothes must bs sturdy \ 

enough to go with a l l  the activity. i

Clothing o f pr -schoolers should bs selected on the 

basis of their activ ity . Freedom of movement* ease in putting 

on and taking o ff  garments* colour and design vlth regard to 

body proportion must be given emphasis.

The wardrobe o f the pre-school child must be chosen with 

much cere as that of any family .member* . Mo one wardrobe is  

suitable for a l l  pro-school children. Because o f the pre-school 

child is  constantly active;he needs clothes that protect his 1

body from bushes.

«
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woods et ^  (1953)47 sayals* Is important. To have the 

ynrments o f corre ct sisa means giving careful attention to the 

rate of t ie  ch ild 's  growth.

clothes that are too large may make a child fee l uncomfor­

table and se lf conscious, loose clothing such as long pants, 

fu ll  sleeves and large pockets may get caught in the wheels

of the tricyc le  end hinder the play.
42 *Oerke (1957) feela that the. 'pre-itehoolers garments

should wake provision for growth and freedom of movement.

Clothing that U  too tight in ter! m i  with the action of
43 5their bodies, says Keister (1968) • Peott and Smith (1937)

say a ch ild 's  small sise material should be yielding and
. 46

flex ib le  i f  play la to be free end unhampered. Scott (1948) 

also feels that ch ild 's  dress should be designed fo r  freedom in 

play and aaay in dressing and undressing without the help of 

grown ups.

school cloth  s should be considered as play clothes as 

far aa style and construction are concerned. Further they should 

be simple, well made and easy to keep clean. Good grooming and 

cleanliness are important for school children aaya sicken 

(1949)25.

According to Lund (1962)8 the ooints to look for in buying 

children 's clothes are washabillty. f i t .  material and fin ish.

*
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SOhlogo (1953) feels that five  essential factors most 

toe considered while selecting garments for children. They 

Include grain, design, san s, hem and fasteners. Garments cut 

o ff  grain do not f i t  properly and therefore w ill not hang 

right on the wearer. Fabrics should toe cut with design going 

in the »s a ’.' direction and prints need attractive spacing, 

aeams should toe suited to the fabric, garment and they should 

toe o f sufficient width to allow shrinkage and growth. An 

even and wide hem is advisable as this would lend it s e lf  to 

fashion changes and alterations. **11 flniaheo fasteners and 

decorations enable* tbs garment last for a longe r period. Items 

such as cuffs and collars must be proportionate and matching to 

the garment and easily prassable.
• st

As regards the colour o f pre-schoolers dress. Bull (1958)

fee ls that moth rs choose light colours for their children since

they show when they should toe washed, uessling colours and

patterns should be avoided, because of the strain on the children's
47eyesight. On the contrary woods et jgjl (1953) opine that bright 

odours are o ls irsto le  for children's outer garments because they 

tasks i t  easier to spot the child on the playground in the yard 

or on the street.
1

Good design in preschoolers garments is  based on the 

principles o f good design namely harmony, balance, rhythm, 

proportion and etphasls.

.
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Hall (1941)52 says many dresses discarded by the adults 

can be remodeled Cor children* fabrics with a small print 

ara vary appropriate to vise* large prints or wide stripes ara 

seldom used Cor children’ s dresses* But plain coloured fabric  

may be used in many ways*

clothe)s for m a ll children should stress simplicity,

OarXs ( 1 9 5 7 ) i s  o f the opinion that the needs of children 

should always bo considered* simple clothing made of table 

fabrics is  essential fo r  children* i t  is wise to select 

fabrics that have been treated to restrict d irt and wrinkles*

Ho child can play freely i f  he must constantly worry about 

soiling his clothing* It should also be f i r s  resistant*

Due to constant perspiration children’ s clothes became 

damp often* Itencn fr®e flow of air is  essential in children's 

clothes* Since children's clothe;s need frequent washing* it  is  

better to select, fabrics that are colour fast any Tate and 

dlisson (1963)38.

Mshandra (1963)53 opines that cotton fibr^ should 

be selected for children because cotton Is a bed conductor of 

heat end i t  does not allow the beat of the body to go out 

quickly and therefore help children to maintain body temperature 

more or less at the same le vel* secondly cotton absorbs sweet 

easily* It is  more easily washable than other fibres*

13
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Pre-school children outgrowjthelr clot has rulekly end when 

there sre no younger sisters or brothers to use these gar.aentii 

i t  is  just e waste to spend on expensive materials* Fashion 

is  just as important in children*s clothes as in adults* For e 

small child*s dress# s simple basic style must be chosen and add 

the interest with a pretty patterned falx ic  and trimming such 

as the narrow lace edgings# say aobinaon and Robinson (1963) *
25

»lcken (1949) says having the >ropar clothes for the 

occasion can in st il in children a s^nse o f style and fashion 

that w ill guide th* «a a l l  their lives*

&• A Oamparlson of Ready Hade, ta ilo r  ...Made and Home made garment si 

garments needed for the child or for fch entire family 

could be e i t h r  bought as ready made# or mada at home* There

are also ta ilo rs  to stitch the garments according to the na ds
55of the customers* Heuck (1958) says ready aadd garments are

made in the factory with no one purchaser in mind* Webster.
44as referred by He Call (1958) defines tailoring as being the

work or workmanship of a ta ilo r* Goodman ( 1 9 5 8 ) feels that

a beautifully tailored garment is in reality  a true work o f art*

Tats and Oiisaon (1963) state that th* family dress taker or

ta ilo r  trough not very important today la not to be overlooked

as a means of securing clothing* Hence it  is better to construct
56garments at home* Haines (1964) considers heme sawing as a 

source of satisfaction and self-sacpxv selon*

\



A ll the three types of garments ready made* ta ilo r  made

end home made have their own advantage* end disadvantages.
57Meredith Oorapany (1961) reports that most women find It  

neoessary to supplement their wardrobes with ready made clothes 

because the ready to umcsr market has many sizes fo r different 

figure types.

“Improvement* th wide choice o f styles and fabrics

and the ease in buying have encouraged home-makers to pu chase
38ready to wear appereJ. " ,  state Tate and Olis^on (1963) • They

feel that large number of women work outside the home and

consequently have less time fo r home s wing. £vsn those who

do not work outside th*? home usually prefer or find it  necessary

to spend their time In ways other than sewing. Ly buying ready

made garments they can be free from constructing the garments

a no time is  saved* say s ire  and Lynch (1950) . attractive

garments can be purchased which are reedy for immediate use.

different types can be tried  on children to judge the most
59suitable one. Carson (1955) says* It  is  easier i f  one can 

buy a dress a l l  reac.y to in a style and colour that is  

becoming to tier. On can have a large variety of styles from 

which to select end can try on different dresses to see how they 

ere going to look and to duclde which one w ill do the lost for 

her. R ady mades have a finished look. Since raady made garments 

ars available at different prices, people of various income levels  

could buy and profit* says Oppenhelm (196S)*9.

15
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Inspire of a l l  the aw* advantages th«ro are also aom

disadvantages# <v«ady nuad>* g&rttanta often n ^ n i lv e

alterations says# teach (195&)65* According to srvin (I960)61

i t  is  often d iffic u lt  to find a randy s><*de drese that is

satisfactory in evt-ry M d l  end at a price one can of ford to

pay* some of th*; ready aadee arc expensive and other# era m&diun

priced. *hiXw sooe x o  v**li designed# made of good o w llty

material, thw other# are cheaply tiaAs In large quantity of

cheaper farbice vlth less attention gi/«n to workronnshi >• Oft^n

such dresses are poorly designed#
62&rvla and Xlneiv^a ([1965) say about 50 per cent o f the 

pries of a readvfaiade Is  du* to labour* Rsthbone and Tarolsy 

(1959)^ opine by buying reedy made cloth**# owmay haw more 

tint’ for recreation but robably oust content with f«v «c  germr-nts 

because o f the cost# They ofton do not. fit. well and the necessary 

alteration# may spoil the effect of th*- design# Soratime# it  

is  d ifficu lt  to find conservative reedy oaede garments at a 

moderate price# They involve the selection o f a well nade and 

durable garmentM# soys Bigelow (195I)1, Meredith company (196l)5̂  

reports that reedy to veer cleth^e seldom give as good e f i t  

as clothes made ©t home* trwin (I960)61 atatos that mama 

production has reaowwd much individually from ready to wear clothes#

"Z t one has a figure that is d ifficu lt  to fit# she w ill  

often find i t  best to make her own clothes or to have them mads# 

rather than to go to the axpens*. o f having alternations tarda

\
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when baying reedy to wear c loth 's", saysi Carson (1955) • Hence

e condition has arised# vlvn i t  Is necessary for Hoa-amalcara to 

depend on other typ«e of garment construct ion nsaely ta ilo r  made 

and home made.
fltt

Hn<ick (1958) says that there a re three types o f ta iloring  

namely# (1) cuetom tailoring (2) Tailoring made to order and 

(3) ta iloring msec In th*? factory. Custom ta iloring Is done by 

an individual ta ilo r  who is  a highly sh illed  craftsman In his 

f l^ ld . Usually he works either In men*s wear or in woman's 

wear but not in both. Custom te tiorlna carries a high In it ia l  

cost# but the customer receives individuality of design# f i t  

end a high degree of durability of shsoe.

The aaeond type of tailoring namely tailoring made to order 

ere done .mostly by th*« re ta il stores. Retail stores which 

usually handle tb* customer taV/- the measurements. Thr design is  

selected from a book of available designs. There are no fittin g  

until th*t finished geraunfc is  delivered to the store and to the 

customer when alterations may be found necessary. There is  lsss  

handwork in such products. The price is  medium# certainly lower 

than that for custom ta iloring . A third type is  the factory 

made garments. The finished garment is  selected In the reta il 

shop and re fitted  i f  necessary. The price of such garments is  

leaa'than that o f either of the above two types for comparable 

quality o f products. In ta ilo r made garments# the planning of

§9
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the design and the selection of the fabric* are matter* o f persona­

lised  service by ths ta ilo r, though the customer may take design 

and fabric to him end *fk to have a garment made*

.11 non (1955)** says that ta ilo r  ma<% garment* would 

retain their shape after years of hard v e r  and repeated dry 

cleanings. chastbers and Moulton (198i)65 ere of the opinion 

that ta ilo rs  would shape and mold at the right places and thus 

build permanent shaping in the suit.

Getting garments ta ilo r »a> •  la as empanel ve sa buying

garments ready made but they probably w ill have a better nullity

o f iiieteriol and workmanship and «  dress which is  leas likely
63to be duplicated*, aay Rathbone and Tarpley (1939) • Baxter

end Latske (1949)* say, home sewing may result in rt»sl saving 

with leas money, ; rvln end Kinehen <1965)62 ooine that sk ilfu lly  

made garments have a p retig®  valu« giving the wearer a fueling 

of distinction. Recognition and approval of her s k ill  bring 

satisfactions. Sowing is  dene at home to have more sets o f  

clothing.

Beadle work d. velo •» nt scheme (193d}39 reports that by 

meklng garments at hem®, on can make the choice fro* a wide 

variety of fabrics from the continually changing range of styles 

In the best pattern catalogues and w ill bo made t© f i t  perfectly.

At the same time, i t  w ill coat much lea.? to look attractive than 

trie one who has to buy ready made clothes. And perhaps .most 

important o f all# she w ill discover what real p l-s u re  there is  

to be found in creating something for her se lf .

\
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'Usually the avsteriels for a home made garment cost from

1/3 to iy o f the cost of a ready uad© ger-aent of comparable ruality*

says bigelow (1953)1. There are «my advantages in horn-/ setting,
66says Bane (1952) . The saving of money, beautiful fabric ,

accurate f i t  for every figure and th< satisfaction of doing 

are son such advantages, Goodman (1958) 43 says with in itiative  

ab ility  and practice almost any woman can plan and construct 

tailored  clothing at home. The woman who mates clothes has 

s wider range in tĥ  selection of colour, type of pattern and 

choice o f fabric than does the person who buys ready made. Many 

children have figure in su la r it ie s . The ab ility  to mshe and 

f i t  one's own garment w il l  solve this problem. The family I v e l  

of liv ing eat. bWreised by increasing the lnoome through home 

sewing.

Rathboi* and Tarply (19 55)43 state that I f  one has the

ab ility  to sew and the time: for it ,  she w ill  find many advantages
SOin malting clothes at home, wingo (1953) states that money can 

be saved by making clothes at horn**. Clothes are constructed 

at home1 for thosp who don't get the correct sise in ready made 

and al o to stretch the family budget. Further i t  helps to 

express individuality in dress.

For some, sewing satisfies the desire for creativity and 

often develop into a hobby, such leisure time activ ities can 

be very rewarding as well as remunerative. 'Sawing is  a pleasant 

occupation that can be put to many uses', say Sarah and -ynch 

(1950)58. Robinson and Robinson (1963)54 opin*, sewing is  fun.

\
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both drums d e s ir in g  and droaa taking are essentially living  

arts. Simpson (1955)^  says the whole activity of dress-asking, 

sowing, «fsbroldery ar« rightly conceived as on* o f the* creative 

arts. Chambers (W 5 8 )^  says, "Making o^rlothing is  an art in 

i t s e l fM,

Kumar (1962)11 opines tailoring is  a great art providing 

consldrable scope for the develo oeot of aesthetic ssnss and 

also fo r attaining s k i ll  of dexterity of hand. It  w il l  be a 

great pride far a woman to <aak<s t  he clothing for the home and 

derive ha rpipess when the me ab^rs of the household wear the 

products of her cr ation of love and a rt,

sewing is  like a Jig -  saw puzzle opines Ryan (1944K6® 

HoasMkert found thnt the 10 to 13 par cent of income available  

fo r clothing is inadequate when a l l  the garments are r>%ady made 

end it  can be prevented by home sewing. Dlstsne from  shoeing 

centre may necessitate, home construction;says Eonde (1950)69 .

shopping may be irritating  especially in large* c itie s  and 

in large departmental stores, home ony may >roce' d leisurely  

and actually d r i v e  pleasure from the work,

according to Bigelow (1953)* horn construction h  oomts a 

fa ilu re unl ss the person making t  tem has developed sk ill in 

choosing design end in construction process, Mansfield (1953)^  

and Strickland (19S&)*1 state that tailoring requires the brat 

of one*s sewing ability  in accuracy of detalla, in correct fittin g .

20
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Stral^kt stitching and care fu l iteailay of each stop in garment 

construction*

The choice among the three method* o f garment construction 

namely ready mada# ta ilo r  made and home made w ill depend largely  

upon the a ount o f money available for clothing as against 

available equipment# s t i l l  and tit* for dress making*

N



%

I I I .  EXP-dRimsmAi. PROCEDURE

The exp*, rimental procedure for this study on mother*a 

perferenees towards ready made# ta ilo r mads and home made 

garments for pre-schaolars consisted of the following steps.

1. Selection of the Sample 

2* Selection of the frtethod

3. conducting the Survey

4. \nalysis o f the 3>ata

1. AifaMaRSt this
The sample selected for the study were home-makers because

they were found to be comparatively free at hone. The samples

vers selected from th different areas of Coimbatore city namely

Tstf bad# Peelamedu. Goundenpalayera housing unit* R* .Puram*

Gandhi pur am# Siva nan da colony# Ram Ragar# saibaba Colony and

G*C*T* Colony. Care was taken to see that a l l  the home-makers
72had preschool children, according to Isaac (1968) children 

fa llin g  under the age group of 2 to 6 years are preschoolers*

The total number of samples selected e»re 150 and they belonged 

to the middle income group* India# annual Report (1966) 

considers the income between *•  500 to 1250/caonth as middle 

income*

2. sgjgrtjgn  . g l J ^  Js&faafli.

The method selected for collecting the data was interview 

because of its-Several advantages. It helps t"> develop good raoport 

betwren th& interviewer and interviewee. Rengaava »y (-1969)74

\
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considers interview as one o f the chief aeons o f collecting

dots in social r  search. Verna (1965)7 S, Young ( 1956)3 * * * 7*,
77aurchinal and Hawker (1957) consider the interview method 

as the best a thod for obtaining information since i t  allows 

the intervl ver to go behind mere outward behaviour and helps
i:

him in studying motivation; emotional responses and social 

progresses.

The information obtained by the interview method is  mors 

like ly  to be correct than that obtained by any other method 

because the interviewer cen c la rify  the doubts easily  end develop 

confidence in the minds of the interviewer.

3.

For conducting th survey, the investigator evolved an 

iot&rviov schedule and pretested in twenty houses. Th data 

obtained thus was analysed and the interview schedule was 

iodifled on th basis, of the problems faced. The modified 

interview schedule is given in appendix. i

Kith the modified schedule each home-maker was Interviewed 

carefu lly and the information regarding family background# 

budgetting, the preference towards reedy made, ta ilo r  made and 

home made garments for pre-school children, the reasons for the 

same end the oney spent on &aeh# were collected.

«• AflBllilfl 9,t,JiMLJX&3UL

The data obtained by the interview method is  analysed under

23
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IV RESULTS AND DlSOISOXOMb

The results of the study are discussed under the 

following headings.

A* Background in format lew) regarding the families

1. Type of family

2. Income rente o f the families

3. Management o f loney

4. Money allotment for family clothing

8. ^other's preferences among ready-made, tailor-made and 
home-made garments

1. Reasons for preferring ready-made garments

2. Occasions on which ready-made garments are worn

3. Garments purchased as ready-made and their price

4. L*bel information

5. suggestions fo r improving ready-made garments

6. Reasons for praferring tailor-made german* a

7. Person deciding the pattern

3. List o f tailor-made garments prafarred for children

9. Reasons for the d issst1 faction with tailor-made 
garments

10. suggestions for improving tailor-made garments

11. Reasons for preferring home-aede garments

12. Premiency of construction at home

13. Type of materials preferred for home sewing

14. ^ermants constructed at home
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15* L&ffleulties encountered

16* h comparison of the Item# preferred **# ready-made 
tailor-made and home-made

17. sta tistica l analyst# 

background Information Regarding the r*g illl«s i

1. X m  Ql fttflllyi

The total number of families Interviewed1 ware 150,. iiong 

them 90 per cent vert nuclear families and th*> r* at wore joint 

families*

2* tefiOffit Qfc
The total Income of the families per month are given 

In Table I*

Th&Ut* l

la o i* *  raikie o r the faiolx^

Ineome/^nonth In t , Humber of families Percentage

500 - 500 66 44

bOl - 700 38 25*33

701 - 800 20 13*33

801 - 900 11 7.33

901 - 1000 10 6*67

1001 - 1100 3 2

1101 - 1250 2 1*34

>
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Fran Table X i t  la d e a r  that 44 per cent o f the 

families belonged to the in ane range of b, 500 to 600*

Under the range of 601 to 700 there vara 25 per cent 

families* Thirteen per cent had an Income o f 3§* 791*800 

and the rtet got an income above h* 900/.

3* ttftlHWaritt 9t. W M H

oat o f the 150 h uses surveyed* only 19 per cent 

possessed family budget and the re st managed their income 

and expenditure without a budget*

4. iionas.BUfttayRt . fog.,.family slothingi

The allotment o f money for family clothing Is shown in 

Trble XX*

tmm  xx

ALL0TttehT OF H0HLY *Oft FAMILY CLOTH XNO

Honey allotment 
for family clothing 

(Range in b .)
ho* of families Percentage

300 - 400 19 12.67
401 - 500 37 24*67
501 - 600 23 15*35
601 - 700 13 0.67
701 - 000 19 12*67
801 - 900 4 2*67
901 - 1000 27 18
Above 1000 0 5*3

t \
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From Tahle XX i t  Is understood that 25 per cent o£ the 
hone makers s$x»nt H* 401-500 m  family clothing* Eighteen

per cent spent as* 901 -  1000 on family clothing. The amount 

spent by 15 end 13 per cent ranged from u* 50 L-800 and t* 300­

400 respectively. Another 13 per oentspent is* 70 U890.

/rnong the remaining 12 per cent,® per cant sxmt 

as* 801 -  §00 and the r -s t  more than h* 1030*

The money allotted for children's clothing from total 

family clothing are indicated in Table XXX*

TABUS XXX

ALLOTMENT OF rfOMEY F0H ailLDRFN 'S CXTOUNO

Benge of expenditure 
on children's 

clothing in Rupees
Number o f families Percentage

0 -  100 97 58

101 -  200 52 34.87

201 -  300 i. 9 8

301 -400 2 1*33

Above 400 - -

Table XXX gives the range of expenditure on children's 

clothing per year. The amount spent on children's clothing 

was less than &* 100 in the case o f 50 per cent housewives* 

Thirty-nine per cent spent h* 101-200* The percentage o f  

ch

\
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fam ine*, spending more than ^* 200 were found to be 

negligible.

While comparing the money spent on children's clothing 

with that of the money allotted for family clothing# i t  was 

found out that 77 families spent 11-20 per cent of the family 

income on pre-school children's garments, whereas It was 

21-30 per cent in 34 families. Aong the remaining 39 

families 25 per cent spent within ten per cent and fourteen 

from 30-40 per cent.

B« MfflfcharU. ar-^arM^gftg_naftiig Mndy-made# Tnil.or-ma.ds and

The preferences of mothers towards Ready -;a*de# Tailor 

•«de and Mesas mao# garments given in Table XV and 

figure 1.

YM»Ij£ IV

rs^resamass* or mothers towards mb.MM-tta.ije,, •ghiuoa-mxM
tiOm -HM M  a rMMt'N .C8

Types of garments preferred Humber of 
families Percentage

Rsdy made 9 6
Tailor made 22 14*64
Hant& made 1 0*66
Ready made and Tailor 

made 88 53*44
Tailor made and Home 

made 6 4
Home made and Ready made 11 7.3
Ready-made# Tailor-made 

and Home-made 13 8*44



P R F F F R F A JC f OF P10THARS TocoflRVS ZFFDyn?F)£,R T a ir o r ./>w d j ?

fllZLD JtOHAFJftDJ? G fl/ L P IF A IT S  F O R  P R £  S  C tfO O uFR S.,

[ * U *1 UKaDvmrtDif 'TAiloRMhDA

* « It ❖*  tt- Jtt±
ZAflDV Ml9Z>£

HoMJt/yiAPf

?A/loR mada AM> 
HoMk MhDk

flr*I> RJZADV Mftbk .

♦ ♦ ♦
U i

ILR/toy m M>£ ■

7fiiuaR.Mif>D̂

froMF Pi*x£ .

front net>t

3tlCxOR.R ■ ■ /-•



30

From Table XV and figure 1, i t  la  clear that majority 

o f the home taakeri na ̂ ely 39 ->er cent preferred both ready 

made and tint lag eeule Fifteen and six per cent of the home 

maters preferred purely ta ilo r made and ready made garments 

respectively. A ll the three types of garments such as ready 

made, ta ilo r made and hmeiiisrie garments v*re mredrigred by 

9 per cent and ready necin and homu soda garments wore 

preferred by 7 per cent. Very few s t ltahed their garments 

at tome and also got their items f i l t e r  medSi

nitrrtnf ttMitefetta w sm

The for p iafstriag are

indicates in Table V and Fig. 2.
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tabu; v

ft£ASH3ti£> FOK PR& FEARING READ* MAOS OMtfWTS

Humber of 
families

Pereen
tage

i t  ia fashionable 98 81

The colour combination la attractive 85 70.2

It  is  easily avallabia 29 23.9

The price la  low 27 22.3

Correct j  fitt in g  fo r d lffflf«n t  
areW i labia

sisea
25 20.62

A good time saving device 22 18.1

Gives the wearer a polaed look 14 11.5

Xt can be used in a l l  conditions 9 7.4

Xt cornea handy for urgency 9 7.4

Gould be used for festiva l wear 8 6.6

Ihrj garment la  long 1 sating a 6.6

Xt la comfortable to wmen 5 4.13

Xt can be easily  cared for 4 3.3

Sore materials are not available 
market

in the
2 1.6

Father likes reedy-maoe garments 
children

for his
2 1.6
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Table V end Figure 2 reveals that 78 per cent pref rred 

ready-mades because they wera fashionable. The attractive  

colour combination made 71 per cent to orefer the above* The 

eaee in availab ility  had induced 24 per cent o f the home 

makers to buy recdy-aade* v'hile 22 per cent preferred then 

because of the low price* 21 per cent war;.: sure that tha 

correct fittin g  for different sises could be obtained*

Ready-msdes were tin* saving according to 18 per c«nt and 

hence they preferred the same*

Twelve per cent fe lt  that reedy-made g?r»:nts would 

$ive the woerer a poiaec look, sight per e nt opirv?d that 

reedy-nado garment a could be uaad in a l l  conditions* Sevan 

per cent bought ready made garments for eatiefying their 

emergency nee da*

tor th* sake of festiva l wear, 7 per c«nt of the home 

makers preferred ready-made garments* 6 and 4 par cent o f  

tha home makers considered ready-made garments as durable 

and comfortable to wear respectively* according to 3 per 

cent of tha home makers* ready-made garments **re easy to 

care for* ^ince some materials u*re not available in the 

market* 2 per cent o f tb< home-makers v« ted to buy their 

children's garments ready-mace* To satisfy  the heed of the 

family* 2 per cent of the horn*; makers bought ready ,ade 

clothes*
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Apert from th« reasons given above, very few mothers 

stated that the reedy made gen^nts ver attractive, liked  

by children very much and provided chances for learning new 

patterns* Just one mother was of the opinion that stitching 

charge and other expenditure for tailor-made garment are 

equal to that of rer.dy made*

From figure 1  and Tcble V, i t  could be concluded that 

most o f the mothers preferred ready-made garments became* 

they were fashionable am; attractive In colour combinations* 

The other reasons were found to be of l i t t le  importance to 

the home-makers*

2. flssaguna Qfl vftlsfa sftMBfHMtite gagainm am rarai
Ready-made garments were found to be used mainly for 

occasional wear* Forty eight per cent o f the home makers 

preferred ready-made garments for the informal wear of their 

children* Thirty sever- per cent o f the mothers stated that 

they preferred ready-made garments for their children as 

long as i t  was new*

i*ix par cent o f the home makers wanted their children 

to use ready-made garments for school wear* In 18 per cent 

o f the families, ready-mack- garments w-*?re used fo r hois wear 

ordinarily* But in 11 per cent of t b  houses ready made 

garments w«r© used for home wear when the garments bscamu 

old* Two per cent o f th . mothers used ready made garments 

uads of cotton fo r home wear* Thus ready made garments 

were found to be used for informal, school and home wear*
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*• fotranifca rn m * m a * *  * ±  gtflifaMctt a n &  their art— t

figg*! .react

baud!anai beveateen per cent of the mother's seems <3 

to buy ready made bandlwna for th l r  children. Their average 

price Ipaid per item waa found to be lose than a Rupee in 

the ease o f 19 per cent mothers. Four per cent spent *5* 2 .3  

on a single item. Two per cent of tho mothers bought 

be ration a coating ft* 1»2» Var few* bought bendians coating 

ft. 3.50.

whlrtai Twenty one per cent o f the mothers seemed to 

buy ready made shirts for their children. The price paid 

per on shirt was found to be ft. 6 to 10 in the case o f  

16 per cent of the families. Four per cunt of the families 

paid i ,  5 per on item of sh irt, only one per cent of the 

mothers paid above «•  10 per item.

Trousarat Twenty four per cent o f the mothers were found 

to buy ready made trousers for their children. Nineteen 

par cent o f the mothers bought ready made trousers costing 

about ft. 6 to 10 per itma. Pour per, cent o f tht mothers 

bought trousers below ft. 5. only one per cent of the mothers 

wv-re found to spend more than ft. 10 per item of trouser.

Yantai Only three per cent o f the mothers were found 

to prefer ready-made pants fo r their children. The price 

paid per item of pants was below ft. 10* in the case of one 

per cent home Makers. raong the remaining two* one per cent
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paid k, 11 to 20 ane the other one h* 21 to 30 per item o f  

pants* Thus the type of pants bought for children varied 

from family to family*

Might dresei Only one per cant o f the moth rs  bought 

night dress for th ier children and the price paid for that 

was below w. 5 per item*

s «it «  Forty six  per cent of th* raoth rsvere found 

to prefer baba suit for their children* Twenty six per cent 

baba suit costing e* 11 to 20 per item* Thirteen per cent 

paid «*• 21 to 30 par item of baba suit* Seven per cent 

spent below as. 10* Hence It  is clear that baba suit costing 

h* 11 to 20 per item is  in common use* 

ftigJL*! WSrflgl

Pantiesi only 33 per cent of the mothers were found 

to buy ready mada panties fo r their children. Thirty one 

per cent of th^a said that they boughtt panties costing 

I r is  than one rupee per item* two per cent of the mothers 

bought panties which costed Re* 1 per item*

a lla i Only 3 per cent of the mothers were found to 

buy s lip  end it  costed h* 2 per lies*

Frocks Seventy five per cant o f the home mak ers 

preferred ready-made frocks. Forty one per cent of the 

mothers bought frocks costing ft* 11 to 20 per item* Twenty 

per cent of the* bought frocks costing &* $ to 10 per item* 

Thirteen per cent of the hone-makers bought frocks* the cost 

of which ranged from k. 21 to 30 per item* Only one per cent
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of the home makers wwre found to buy frocks coating k* 35 

per item* ,

e iiivar~K*imfet?«« Only too per cent of the mothers 

preferred reedy mad*1 culver Kamees for tiniir children.

Among the*, oneper cent bought solver Kamees costing k, 10
1 I

to 20 and tha other one costing **• 21 to 30 per item*

Jennai Just two p^r cent of the mothers bought ready­

made Jeans for their children end i t  costed fc* 21 to 30 

per item*

fri lahtldrasfr i Sight dress was preferred by tiro per cent 

of the mothers* while one per cent bought night dr**ss costing 

below &• 5 for their children* the other one per c nt bought 

night dress costing k* 11 to 15 per item*

From the above lis t *  it  is  concluded that Saba suit 

and frocks were th cousaon items bought as ready made by 

majority ol the home task* re* Heady made night dr as* j«ans 

and &ulvar Kamees were leaat preferred* hone of tha families 

seem to prefer ready ma-'.e blouse* sk irt and pyjama*

4. hfriftfl Iftloffir.JLpfli.

Among those who preferred ready-made garments* only 

10 per cent agreed thfet label Information was available*

For a l l  the rest* label inf or vat ion was not available.

Even among those for whom the label information was a vsilable*

only 67 per cent were found to follow thr seme* A ll of

thorn said that they ware fu lly  helped by the label information*
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The oth rs who did not follow label information were 

found to have problems. Twenty five per cent stated that 

they did not have time to fo llow  th labels* Another 

25 per cent ware fotinu to have misplaced the labels. The 

remaining 50 per cent o f mothers did not give any pertaining

satisfied  with the ready-made garments, while 3 per cent 

were partia lly  satisfied# 19 per cent of th home taskers 

were not at a l l  satiafeid  with tholr ready made purchase* 

s. waresfctoi)»..tac gsmum*i
The suggestions given by th* mothers for improving 

the ouality o f Ready-made garments ere presented in Table 

VX and also in Figure 3.

Suo)Ch£STioi\iS F or. i MPa o v i n g > h e a d Y.n a d i ? Gi a r w e n i s .

reply.

eighty seven per cent of the home .tinkers war

TABLE VX

S u g g e s t i o n s Humber o f Percentage 
families

The ruelity of the mate r ia l  and 
stitches must be improved
The colour of the material must bo 
fast to laundering
It  must be low in price
The variety o f pattern availab le  
should be Increased
Xt must be comfortable to wear
Seam allowance must be le f t

13

7
7

3
1
1

80

44.44
44.44

18.75
6.5
6.5
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Fran Table VI and Fig. 3* it  la  clear that 80 per cant 

of the aothrs fe lt  that the quality o f oaterlal end 

stitchas In the ready-made garment* must be improved*

Nineteen per cent of the horaa~aalters suggested that the 

colour o f the notarial used in reedy node garments be fast  

to laundering*

binee the price of ready aade garments were very high#

44 per c**nt o f the housewives said that the price should 

be lessened so that even the poor could buy the nine*

Fourty four per cent of the mothers opined that there should 

be vide variety in the en t e r  o f patt rns available* Mine* 

teen per c**nt of the mothers wanted a l l  tb  reedy m te  gar. 

ments to be made of sanforized material* Among the ran in iag  

14 per cent o f the mothers* 7 per cent fe lt  that re*dy made 

garments must be very comfortable to wear and the other 7 

par cent said that seam allowance must bs le ft  properly 

on a l l  the ald&s of the ready made garments* so that i t  

could be altered and used even whan the child grows*

*• bosons lo r oref rring Tailor^iedc garmentat

The reasons for mothers . preferring ta ilo r  made garments 

are shown in Table V II and Fig* 4*
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TABLE VII

AEAbQikt ton wmummm tailor kale rn nsnrm,

R t  «  »  o n s dumber reresn
of tags

ha<& of Vmmledgs in owna tract ion 100 80.4

Loos costlier th»n ready .made garments 95 65.8
i

some gcrwent* are d ifficu lt  to construct 
at homo 47 52

Curable cooatruotlon 44 49.4

Nonavailability  of sewing machine 51 39.5

Tima is  saved 41 32

Tailor can stitch well 41 32

aivos correct fittin g 23 17.8

Tailor can be ins truet ad for the dealBihio
IMittem 14 12.4

Leope for choice o f suit able rnnSosiif 8 6.4
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From Table VIZ and Fig, 4( it  1»  found that In the* case 

of 91 per cent of the families lack of <nowledg® in garment 

construction was the main reason for preferring tailor-made 

garments. Considering tailor-made garments as less costlier 

than ready-etude, 66 per cent of tne mothers preferred ta lle r  

made garments* Fifty tv o  per cent o f the mothers found it  

d ifficu lt  to construct certain garments at home* Hence 

they preferred ta ilo r made garments* Thinking that ta llo r -  

mad» garments ero durable* 90 par cent o f th mothers choose 

tailor-made garments* Lpdk of fac ility  for saving had Induced 

40 per cent o f the mothers to prefer ta ilo r made garments*

Zn order to save time* 32 per cent of the mothers wanted 

their children's garments to be made by ta ilor* Anot her 32 

per cent preferred ta ilo r  made with the idea that ta ilo r  

would stitch well*

eighteen per cent of the aoth*?rs w.>re o f the opinion 

that correct fittin g  could be obtained by getting garment* 

tailor-made* Twelve per cent of the others seemed to be 

sure that they could instruct tha ta ilo r to stitch the 

desirable pattern* The pos lb i l ity  of choosing the dedirable 

material had Induced 6 per cent o f the home makers to prefer 

tailor-made garments* Less than two per cant of the mothers 

stated that t h y  ^referred tailor-made garments fo r occasional 

wear and also when they were unable to stitch at home*



As fig * 4 indicates# lack of knowledge in construction# 

high pries o f ready toads garments# the d ifficu lty  to construct 

certain items and the possibility  fo r obtaining durable 

construction were some of the reason* <aoet e mphasised by the 

home makers* The other seasons are also shown in the figure 

in their ord«r of importance*

7- ,,*hi .afe^dBat
bn 46 per cent o f the families the father decided th« 

pattern* Among them 76 per cent stated that the father knew 

the prevailing style* Since the mother did not have time# 

the father decided the pattern in the ease o f 7 per cent 

families* Sine? the ta i lo r 's  shop was far from the house 

14 p«r cent of the families were not abler to depend on ta ilor*  

They allowed the father to decide the pattern* The mother 

being prohibited from going out o f the house# the father 

decided the pattern in the. ease o f four per cent families*

Out o f his own interest# the father decided the pattern 

in the rest of the houses*

Mother decid ed the pattern# in 49 families* In 38 

per cent of the families the mother decided the pattern 

because she knew the tastur of her children* s ix  p r  cent 

stated that the mother had good experience* In rest o f the 

f& o ill s the mother decided the pattern since there was no 

other possibility*
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In 39 per cent of th*s families, the ta ilo r was allowed 

to decide the pattern, since he iuwv the taste of the customer 

and the prevailing style* The rest o f the fam ilies fe lt  that 

ta ilo r  Is  experienced* rtenae they agreed the pattern chosen 

by him*

la  the remaining families# one of the family members 

decided the pattern because they knew the prevailing style*

8* l i s t  of Tallor—Hade garments preferred for children!

agy* > m a n

^hlrti wlxty four per o^nt of the moth rs were found 

to get their children's sh irt ta ilo r made* Out of the above, 

36 per oent paid rupee one per l t  m of shirt* Twenty six  

per cent had to pay m* 1 to a per lt&ia of sh irt. The 

remaining two per cent of the mothers paid mors than to* 2 

par item of shirt*

Vrounerst\ sixty flva  per cent of the mothers got their 

children's trousers tailor•made. Thirty six per cent paid 

below rupee one as tailoring charge for one item o f trouser*. 

Twenty five  per cent paid fc. 1 to 2 for stitching one trouser*. 

Only four per cant o f the mothers paid 9»* 3 for stitching 

one trousers.

Yantai two per cent o f the home-makers preferred

tailor-made pants ana th y  paid below &• 5 per oants*

i



4ft

Might dreaii Only one* per cent of the ham? maker* 

yet their children** night drees ta ilo r made. The? ta iloring  

charge paid by them were Htipee one per item.

Saba auiti One per cent of the mother* preferred 

ta ilo r  made baba suit for their children and they paid 

% 1 to 2 as tailoring charge per item*

S i r i l i  Wiaftt

■antiaat Twenty eight per cent of the mothers preferred 

tailor-made panties for their duaghters. ?mong them,25 

per cent paid 50 palaa par item, only three per cent paid 

rupee one or the panties.

S>llai- Twenty one per cent of the hoi*..-•makers wanted 

their children's slips to te tailor-made. Fifteen par cent 

of theca paid 50 paisa per item# and the remaining six per 

cent paid one rup© per item.

biQuaei only four per cent of the mothers got their 

children's blouses tailor-made. A ll of them paid below one 

rupuo per item.

caklrti Aoong the 7 par cent o f the mothers who preferred 

ta ilo r  made skirt, four per e?nt paid to. 1 to 2 p&r item end 

the othar 3 per cent paid <m* rupee per sk irt.

ailiYJf, ^»iy  on* ?** cent of the. mothers seemed

to prefer ta ilo r made sulvar knees for children. M i  o f them 

paid b» 4 to 5 aa tailoring charge per item.
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ygpc*i 54 per cent of the mothers preferred ta ilo r -  

made frocks, aong thorn, 35 per cent paid »• 1 to 2 « •  

tailoring charge. . The tailoring charge paid by 16 per cent 

of the home makers seemed to range from *»• 2 to 3, While 

two per cent of the (others paid »• 3 to 4, one per cent 

paid above 3 per item.

Prom the above, i t  vca concluded that boy's shirt 

and g i r l 's  frock were the coot son items got as ta ilo r  suede, 

so  fa r  as tailor-made garments were concerned, 89 

per cent seemed to be fu lly  sa tis fied  with the garments 

stitched by ta ilo r  for their children, "raong the remaining 

ten per cent, fiwa per -*?nt were partia lly  satisfied  with 

the ta ilo r  made garments, and the other five per cent were 

not at a l l  satisfied with the ta ilo r  mads garments,

9, teffipgft, .far fr ii^U flrtU gasU pB  yitti a?x-».nta»

The reasons fo r being not satisfied  with the ta ilo r  

made garments are presented in the Table V III,

TA&LE V III

RfcAPOHii POR H& PlSSATXoFACTIOfc* WITH TAlbQR MMJB
GAWK? NTS

R e a s o n s  Percentage
of families 

stating

Pells to give correct fitting, 71
Tailor demands more material than what is

actually needed 42
Tailoring charge is  too high 22
Tailor does not stitch well 21
Tailor fa i ls  to follow the Instruction 14
Tailor dovs not give in tine 7
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Table VXXX reveals that among those who were partia lly  

and not at a l l  satisfied* 71 per cant stated that the ta ilo r*  

made garments fa i l  to give correct fitt in g . Forty tvo per 

cent opined that the ta ilo r demanded oore material than what 

w«a aetaaily needed. Twenty two per a  nt fe lt  thet the ta il­

oring charge high. Twenty one per cent thought that ta ilo r  

does not stitch well. Fourteen per c«nt were o f the opinion 

that ta ilo r f r i la  to follow the instructions given, Seven 

per cent stated that ta ilo r does not give in time,

io* sramuftlaM .gurngpEii

The suggestions for improving tailor made garments 

are indicated in table IX  and Figure 5,
t

T,*.BL& IX

S\ASOiĴ  TXOBS FOR XHPRWXKQ TAILOR HA OB OARHSKTS

?er cantage
S e,g g e s t l o n s  of families

stating

Tailor should be qttalilled in his job 35,72
Tailor must heve a clear knowledge about

fashion and tasta of the consumers 7,14
Tailor must be loyal ’to his work 7,14
Tailor . lust give in time 7,14
Tailor must follow the instruction properly V,14
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Tible ZX and Fig* S reveal the suggestions given by 

64*3 per cent o f the hnmm ■■tones for improving the <~uallty 

of taliMMMdo gexatanta. Thirty six per cent fe lt  that 

ta ilo r  least be rrurlitied in his job* Seven per oent suggests# 

that the ta ilo r  must have d e a r  kaoJLwedge about the fashion 

and taste ot the eoetemsrs* The ta ilo r  must follow the 

I m t r u iU w  given by thd" oust rimers properly was the suggestion 

given by seven per cent of the home -takers* Another seven 

per cent suggested that the ta ilo r  must be loyal to his

11*

Thirty two families pre ferred Home made and

the rsi for the same are shown in Table X and Fig* ft.
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TABLt X

sui,M»iMs> fun pa*, forking Horn, m m GARttMTN

R e a s o n s NO* Of 
families Percentage

A uhlans oi saving aansy 23 74.1

Garments of the desired material 
and pattern could be made 16 51*6

Leisure time could be spent 
profitably 9 29

Knows tailoring and also owns a 
sewing machine 7 22*3

Reveals the talent o f the individual 6 19*35

stitches are durable 5 16.1

Doss not want to give undergarments 
to ta ilo r 4 12*8

Givea satisfaction 3 9*6

Leerna ta iloring 2 7

Time is  saved 2 7

Laaw material la needed for home 
construction 1 3*2

Gives correct fittin g 1 3*2
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Seventy four per cent of the Camillas preferred 

hoM*eade garments since It  vns e me ana of saving iioney*

The possibility  o f getting garments of the desired material 

and pattern induced 51 per cent o f the horn: makers to prefer 

home-made garments* Zn order to st>_nd their leisure time 

properly, 29 per cent preferred home-made garments* Twenty 

two per cent o f the home- makers see.s&d to have a thorough 

knowledge In sewing and also they had sowing machine of 

th tir own* Hence they preferred home-made garments*

Nineteen per cent preferred home-made garment# a Inca it  

gave them a chance to reveal their ta i nt* Considering 

home-made garments aa durable, 16 per cent preferred home 

made garment#* Tan per cent fe lt  that they could derive 

satisfaction by home sewing* Seven per cant of the mothers 

seemed to be learning tailoring* Hence they wanted to stitch 

at home* lh irt. cn per cent o f the mothers wanted to stitch  

atlenst under garments at horn*:, so that they could save 

money* b lx  per cent preferred home-made garments since 

they could spend their time profitably. The remaining three 

per cent of the fam ilies fe lt  that by hoa* sewing, garments 

of correct fittin g  could be obtained* Hence they preferred 

home-made garments*

12* frernancy of construction at hotae»

The frequency of constructing garments at home are 

given in Table xZ.
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TABLE XX

Fft£0tliiJlCY OF COH&TRXJCTXhG OAXMEHTS AT HONGS

F r e q u e n c y Percentage 
o f fa a iU e i  

stating

Whenever they get time 45.16

occasionally 32.26

whenever neceasary 6.45

ia lly 6.45

Weekly 3.23

when the school reopens 3.23

Frequently 3.23

The frequency of coastructlrm garments at hoiae are 

given in Tsblfc x l. From that i t  U  d e r  that 45 per e  nt 

of th« mothers stitched their children's ganenta at home 

whenever they got time* Thirty two par cent stated that 

they would stitch their children 's garments occasionally, 

six per cent of the mothers seemed to stitch daily at home. 

Another six  par cant stated that they would stitch vhawvar 

necessary. Three per cent of the mothers seemed to stitch  

once in a wash, 'dong the remaining 6 per cent, three per 

cent seemed to stitch at thd rsopaning of the uursary school 

and tha o th r  three frequently.
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13. suhh g£ antcgUla ari*g«rtrtl tQLj&m., fratlngi
r i f t ,  one per c nt o f tha wfcher* veoud to u«e a l l  

types o f materiel namely natural and synthetic fabrics for 

constructing children’ s garments at horn. Forty eight per 

cent o f the mothers used only cotton for hone construction 

because i t  was easy to  handle

14. gn fiftn f wnffacttstefl nt town

ahirti Twenty two per cent of the mothers seemed 

to stitch their ch ild 's  sh irt at home* Seven per cent 

of the mothers so me el to spend 2 hours to construct one 

shirt* a t *  per cent o f tho mothers stated that they had to 

spend 90 minutes to stitch one sh irt. Four per cent of than 

spent only 43 minutes to stitch one sh irt.

Irouserst Fourteen per cent of the mothers constructed 

their children's trousers at hero*:. To complete one trousers 

i t  look about on<* and a half hours in ths case o f 7 par cent 

mothers.*** Four per cent o f the mothars two hours wore needed 

to comply to one trouser. Three per cent of the mothers 

wire found to complete the trousers within half an hour.
i ’ .s.

t flg lli Maw, ,
antlaat Fifty per cent of the mothers seemed to 

stitch panties at homu. ' b ile  37 per cent spent ten minutes 

to complete one panties* the rest took 15 minutes to complete 

one panties.
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■allot Thirty per cant of the mother* atitched their 

children* e el ip % hone. Twenty five per cent of the mothers 

spent 30 itiimttes to complete one s lip . For six per cent <£ 

the hooHMSfJeers/ i t  took 20 minute to coat>late one s lip .  

Aiaong the remaining six per cent o f the mothers, three per 

cent spent 13 minot s to complete one s lip  and the otter 

three per cent took nearly an hoar to complete the garment.

sk irti s ix  per cent of th& mother* stiteted their 

children** skirt at home. Khile thrae per omt spent half 

an hour to complete one skirt, the others spent 45 minutes 

to complete tte same.

Solver Karnes*t Only thrae per cent of the mothers 

stitched solver kameas at horn and they sp nt 45 minutes to 

complete the same.

rrocKt Fifty per cent o f th& mothers stitched their
t>PAOt

children* s frock at home* Among then. 28 per cental one hoar 

to oo.aplete am track. Seven per cent o f the mothers needed 

too hoars to complete the seme. Among the remaining 15 per 

cent, seven per cent spent 90 minut s to complete the frock 

and the r et had to spend 45 minutes for the same.

is* tok,ffaa«Uttg*Hifl ai
Sixty eight per cent of the mothers seemed to he 

prohl m in constructing ga mints at home. The d ifficu lt ie s  

faced by the remaining 32 per cant of tha families are given 

in Table XXI.
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TAMLE A ll

VStOBltiMS FACs© ZH HOdfc at.KlHQ

YOblMI
Percentage of 
fa a iU a f stating

too sw ing a*china

Inadequacy of time

Sewing Sechina la under repair

70

20

10

Front Table XIZ i t  is understood th t  out of the 

32 per cent of the mothers vho had d ifficu lty  in home sawing 

70 per cent possessed no sawing aachlne# Twenty per cent of 

them fe lt  that they did not have ederu^ts time to construct 

garments at home* In the remaining 10 per c at of the homes# 

sewing machine was found to be under repair#

acme o f them a turned to take any measure to overcome 

the above problems.

i* »  vb m m U m m  th i k im *  agafagcifl a i .flttftttBaafcu JS sd X a sr

The items preferred under th  three typ<?s namely# 

Home-made# Tailor-made and Heady oada ere given in Table 

XXZZ and Fig# 6#
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oomparisob or th*. it &*s ax rkadv i«*.as# tailor

MAGS A**» HOME MACS

I t e m s
Percentage of moth* ra preferring

Ready made Tailor ivsde Hone made

hov** weiri

Trousers 24 63 14
^hirt 21 64 22
Bantfians 17 — —
Baba suit 46 1 —

Frock 75 54 50
Panties 23 28 so
iU p — 21 30

Frota the above table and Fig. *7# i t  is  clear that ta ilo r  

made trousurs win the f ir s t  preference, Next in the order 

come Ready-made and Hcwae.iwsds trousers* Majority# namely 64 

per cant prefer ta ilo r.made shirt fo r their sons* Home made 

and tellor-oede shirts atom n«xt in the order o f prefer*

»nnfll imt ere bought as ready ■mads end not mads at home or 

given to ta ilo r . ftaady aadd nabs suit are preferred by 

majority of the hoa
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srlrJL’i  .watn.

vrock. forma the major item in g ir l * a wear. Maximum 

number o f taoiillea namely 73 par cant >r afar red ready made 

irocks* Tailor made and home mede frock coma next. They 

were preferred more or less equally.

Hone made panties cere given f ir s t  preference. fteedy- 

made and ta ilo r made panties earn- next. b lip s ore mainly 

made at home end got as ta ilo r  maoe. It  is  evident that no 

one prefers the ready made a lip .

17. ^tjflUfiUcal a iw ly i i i

The a tatistica l anal y s i a (appendix 11) reveals that 

there is  co-relation between the income of the family and 

exp ndlture on pre-school ra clothing. The findings ara 

significant at on© per cent leve l.
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The study was aimed towards finding oat th* ; easons for 

toothers * preference a ong ready aade# ta ilo r  made and home 

aado garments for or*-schoolers• The method followed for  

collecting information was- * Interview* . & total numbe r

of ISO ham* ashore be:longing to the middle income group 

and having preschool children formed the sample for the 

study* Since pro school age is  the period for the flower­

ing o f the self# thu study was concentrated towards the 

garments of the pre-schoolers*

The study furnished the following factss 

1* The percentage of families preferring rtady made#

ta ilo r  mad& and hoar, mace gar ments were 6# 15 and one 

respectively* Cosabin^ti ns sadt as (1) ready made and 

ta ilo r  made# (2) bom* made and ready made# and 

(3) ta ilo r made and home made were preferred toy 59#

7 and four per cent of the mothers respectively*

Mina per cent sassd  to prefer a l l  the three types of 

garments*

2* Fashion rightness and attractive colour combination

were the moat important reasons fo r mother*s preferring 

ready-made garments* Frock and Baba suit were the major 

items bought as ready-made* They were preferred for 

informal wear*



62

3 . Lack of knowlege in garment construction and the

d ifficu lty  in constructing certain items were found 

to ba tha p djwinant points for o th e rs  preferring 

Tailor wide garments* some mothers preferred Tailor 

made gardents for the fact that i t  is  less costlier 

than ready-made* Trousers* shirt and frock were the 

major ta ilo r  made items preferred for preschoolers*

4* The Mothers who preferred home made garments* stated

that i t  is  a means of saving money and getting garment* 

o f desired "Waris! and pattern. Frock* panties and 

s lip  formed the major items fo r home sewing*

The suggestions given by the mothers* reveal the fact 

that the existing m elity  of material* stitches and colour 

ccmbln tion of the r  ady made are not upto the satisfaction  

of the mothers* further they feel that the price of ready 

made garments are too high*

As regards ta ilo r made garments* the mothers stated 

that the ta ilo r  must be qualified  and loyal in his work*

Lack of time* nonavailability of suitable basic patterns 

and sewing machines were the problems faced by the home­

makers in sewing garments at home*

in conclusion* the investigator would like to point 

out that except for a few items purchased as ready made and 

few items sewn at home* ta ilo r  made garments were found to be 

preferred by most o f the home-makers*
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APPENDIX I

SSI AVINASHILING AM HONE SCIENCE COLLEGE 
COIMBATORE, U

INTliiYlBV SCHEDULE TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON MOTHERS 
PREFERENCE AMONG READY MADE, TAILOR MADE AND 7IOMB 

MADE OA? HOSTS FOB PBE-SC IOOI CHILDREN

Z L & 1 -  L

i . a t  F sem la i,

Necie o f t >• bo»e i.etcor 

Address o f the hose taaker 

Dato

Typo of fatally t Joint fatally ( 
Nuclear fatal iy (

s i i  Neste o f 
No, the 

family 
seat hero

Relationship , 4n Hduco- 
to the need * *r *  tlonal 
o f tho fatally ™  "  status

Occupa­
tion

Total
salary par 
month in Cs,

other sourooo o f incomes
Land • • ( )
House • • ( )
f a t i ls • • l }
Interest from the bank ( )
Any other « • ( )

(1)



XX*

XXX*

a) m  you aa in tain e budget 7

ifes ( > no ( )

b) Uov -such ;aeney do you a llo t for family clothlng/year ?

c) Ikoa the above* specify the amount spent on children* • 
clothing*

a) whidiona of the following do you prefer most for your 
children 7

1) ftaedy made garments ( }
2) Tailor made garments ( )
3) Home made garments ( )

b> t t  you prefer ready niede garments state your reasons 
for the seme*

Xm

2*

3*

4*

5*

6*

?.

c) In the following for which do you prefer ready made 
garments 7 *•

1) occasional wear ( )
2) school wear < )
3) acme wear ( )
4) oth&rs < >

U i )



i-iat the garments you boy &s ready made end sp ecify  
th e ir  average price

Xe there any inform ation lab el on the garment 1 
foe ( > ho ( )

I f  yea# do you follow  the la b e l io fo n e fc ie  ?
Yea ( ) Ho ( )

I t  yes# to  what extent are you helped by the in stru ction ?

, "5 \

I f  no# sta te  your problems in  follow ing the ls b le  ' 
inform ation ~

2**Ho«
hoy* a wear Average

- - - - - - -  p rice s»Ho*
Items bought in  ftu

per item

G irl • s v ?*r Aver-
-  ----  -  -  -  -eye

item

( i l l )



I )  A n  you eetisfiad with tha ready made p r ia n t i  you boy?

Y®» ( ) Mo { )

J) i t  no, give your suggaatlona for laproving tha seaa.

U

2.
3#

4.

S*

XX* a) Xf you prater ta ilo r made garment** epecify your 
raaeona.

1.

2.
3.

4n

5.

6*

to) who daeidae tha pattern for the gar.aenta and give reasons*

Person deciding Raaeona



c) hich o f the garaenta do you get ta ilo r  T»de and how 
much charge do you pay fo r each 1

boy*a wear T ailo rin g a ir l 'a  wear T ailorin g
- - - - - - -  charge in  s«No« - - - - - -  charge in
Items bought ^ / lt e n  Items bought ^ ./ ite s

d) . Are you s a tis fie d  %rith the ta ilo r  made garments ?

Yes ( ) iso ( )
••

e) I f  no* give reasons and suggestions fo r improving the  
same t

Reasonst

(V)



m .  a) I f  you prefer home made garments, give your rsaaona* 

1.

2*

3.

4*

5.

b) how often do you construct your children's garments T

c) what typo o f material do you has to construct garments 
at horns 2

d) fchich of the following garment* do you oonetruot at 
hems so-- specify ths time spent on each

&*ho* Q&smsnts stitched in horns Tima spent on each
garment

e) in you have any d ifficu lty  in conatrnctlng garments at 
home ?

Yea C ) ho ( )
I f  yes* specify your d ifficu lt ie s  and state vhat maaur^d 
you take to solve them*

(v i )



APP&NDIX I I

STAHSTICMi MSIALY5 IS

atawrafl mattPBgyA

H«ng« o f sx^odltiurt on pc«»8chooXer'« <5*ria»nt«

ijcp«ndltur«
iifnq*

»
0.100 101.200 201 -  300 301 .  400 Total

$00 - 600 41 21 1 1 69
601 - 700 24 11 1 1 37
701 - 900 9 3 2 1 20
001 - 900 4 8 - - 12
900 - 1000 $ 2 3 - 10

1001 - 1100 2 - 1 . 3
1101 - 1250 1 1 4N» - 2

Tot ml 8$ 53 8 3 150

ttmflfltna gftfittiiicx*

1. 37.84 23.32 3. 52 1.323
2 21.21 13.07 1.973 0.7399
3. 11.47 7.066 1.067 0.3999
4. 6.723 4.24 0.64 0.24
5* 5.733 4. 24 0.3333 3.2
8. 1.72 1.060 0.16 0.059 >9
7. 1.147 0.7066 0.1067 0.03999

( v l i )



2 2 2 x is  calculated using the formula, x -   ̂ (O-E)
“i

here, 0 is  the observed value 
£ Is  the expected value

-  (41 -  37.84)2 ♦ (23 -  23,32)2 ♦ (1 -  3.52>2 ♦ (1 -  1.323)2

37.84 23.32 3.52 1.323

♦ (24 -  21.21)2 ♦ ( 11 -  13.07) 2 ♦ (1 -  1.373)M l - . 7399)2

21.21 13.07 1.973*' .7399

♦ (9 -  11.47)2 ♦ (8 -  7.064)2 ♦ (2 -  1.067)2 ♦ (1 -  .3999>2

11.47 7.066 1.067 .3999
*r

♦ (4 -  6.723)2 ♦ (8 -  4.24)2 ♦ (0 -  .64)2 ♦ (0 -  .24)2

6.723 4.24 0.64 0.24

♦ (S -  5.733)2 ♦ (2 -  4.24)2 ♦ (3 -  0.5333)2 ♦ (0 .-Q .2 )2

5.733 4.24 0.5333 0.2

♦ U  »  1.72)2 * ( 0 -  1.060)2 ♦ (1 .  0.16)2 ♦ (0 -  .05999)2

1.72 1.060 0.16 0.05999

4 (1 -  1.147?2 ♦ <1 -  .7066?2 ♦ (0 -  .1067)2 *(0  -.03999)2 

1*1474 0.7066 0.1067 0.03999

-  iSs2121

vSigulfleant at 1% level

• ! He reject the hypothesis o f iodspand tnce between the Income 
of the family and expenditure on are-children* s clothing.

ie . There is  association between the expenditure on pre-school 
children's clothing and the income range of the fa alias.

(v i l i )


