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) ¢ IBTRODUCT LUt

Clothing is second in the triuvifate of the fundae
mental necessitiss of man®, says Bigelow (1353)). cClothing
originated with the idea of protection from the el-m«ntse
of nature state Hollen ~nd Baddler (1964) 2. buring the carly
days of his cxistence, man depended on animals skin and furs
to keep him warae

Mec Intosh 1956)3

is of the opinion that man in the
beginning covert: himself with leaves, grass snd the barks
of the trec and slso the skins of snimels, that he killed.
Hess (1956)‘ opines that as the days nDassed by man learnt
to reaove the fibres from the skinsg and used the sane in
the construction of fabric which were .ore suited to their
nueds. Today we have dii!orcnt kinds of fibres undresined
of less than g gensration ago, The market is flooded with
a variety of tuxtile fabrics, bewildering the home-makers in
choice aaking.

Clothes are often considered as a means of display,
a source of plcasure, an indicetion of taste, style and
social position, Scott and .mith (3937)5 f=¢l that clothea
have a promounced affect on h:-alth znd habit formation of
childrene.

Children, aven st an eerly asge lecarn the powerful
affeot that clothing has on others and the gratification
that it gives thc wesrer. They often want to dress like



thaeir pwers, when well dressed, s child anay be more rolaxed,
g ufortable, contended or confidemt, securs and even haprier,
un the oth:r hand, & poorly drassed child may look impatient,
less friendly, self conscious, lass confident and inferior,
says Devedas (1959)6. Hence it 18 clear that clothes have
an important role to play in thes personality develoament of
children.

Clothes nended for children could be bought as ready
made or given to tallor or made at home, In avery home the
sele-ction of resdy made ¢g-rments become Deccessary to a lesser
or grcater degree say latzke and Baxter (1949)7. The list of
items bought as ready made varies from fanily to fanily s=nd
sr>aetimes for a given faasily it varies from year to yesre
Tailored garments for pre-school children now hold an
important place in their wardrobe. Pre-school children's
activities arc such that this type of garment is essmntial,

Some mothers :make their children's garments because
of the pleasure snd satisfaction derived from the task, In
still other cases all spnarel is ourchased ready made, the
howm: sewing being restricted to necegsary adjustasnts on
purcheged Jarments and to tha stitches nccessary to keep the
wardrobe in rspair.

Today all the thrue methods of clothing construction
naisely hoa: made, tailor mad: and ready aade sre faniliar



to all the fauilics., The reasonz for preferring ths narticuler
type of garmants nay vary from faally to fanily.

Int gration of other cultureas with thot of ours has
brought about & vast change in the dress of man. This
integration has mffacted childron's dresses also to a certain
extent. It is the dasire of the perents now-a-days to dress
ap their children with different styles of dresses which brings
recognition in the society. Thersfore narents are tempted to
buy ready made itcas available in the :asrket in e variety of
styles or give it to s reputed terilor for stitching. ‘here
there is leisure time avsilablc and the home-maker is well
verscd in necdlecraft the dressas ars made at homse,

Thae personality develoment for children is et its
hcight during preeschool years and homo-nakers who are
aware of th: psychology of children are all the nore anxious
to choose thae right type of clothing itess for theae The
above hes »rompted thae investigator to take up a sstudy that
wouid help her to leuarn the moth:.-n' aspcference towerds ready
asde, tailor made and home made garments for pre-school
children,

]



Il REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The asvailabl: literature for this study have been
reviewed under the following hcedingss

Mhe ILumportance of clothing

8. Clothing the préeschool children

Ce The role of clothing on the personality develonpment
of the pre-school child

De Selection of clothing for pre-schoolers

Ee. A couparison of ready made, tailor made and home
made garments for pre-school children

Ao Jlaportance of Clothings

®All of us cannot be born beasutiful as Cinderella end
other fairy tale heroinss®, szys Lund (1962)2, but clothes can
add to the charm and beauty of the figure. Althoughi it is not
true that clothss make the mah yet tiey are important in
determining the ifapression a person nakes on others. Laver
(1963)9 foels that nan-is unficue anong the snimals in wearing
clothes.

hcoording to Mc Jimsey (1963) 10 clothing has been used
nistorically for decorstion and to show individuslity and
social superiority. Kumar (1962)11 and Shults (1943)12 fesl
that the orgin of clothing took place with the idesa of pro-
tection ageinst the yigours of climsate. Legner (1’969)“ and
wvans (1957) “~alao rgree that clothing was used mainly for

protection,
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Bathke (1958)15 reports that otnamentiﬁlon t;ther than
warath or modesty was -the chief incentive amoﬁq the snciconts
for wearing cloth:s. Latske and @ntnlap {1935)16 say that
cisthing was worn for beauty rather than for - orotection. And
" this dosire for adormment according to Fitzsizoon (1961)‘?
influences the choice of clothing.

sorton (1962)1°

considers clothes e s n=ans of
axpression ~nd as @ desire for improving nossible figure
irregularitics. birrell (1959)1% also feel that clothes sre
8 m:ans of aesthetic: expraession. Katona 6196;)20 ooinas
clothing nceds arise not by imitation or by conscious de=cision

but by group influence. £Erwin snd Kinchen (1§6¢)21

ssy clothes
tend to uxpand the personality. Graig =nd Ru;ﬁ (1954)22 are

of the opinion that clothss influence tesperament end behaviour,
Hence Lewis et a8l (1957)23 concludeg thzt clothing is a big
busin:ss.

Be Slothing the Pre-sichool Childrens ah,

The pra-cﬁool period is s critical one in the development
of the child, because during the period not only do nhysicsl
defects aanifaest thenselves but also faulty attitudes, sarmeietics,
insccurity, instability and distortions of versonslity asre
sfoduced say Thomoson and Ree (1949)2%, Further they feel thot
tenparaaentsl traits, superior sensitivenas: and perceptions,
az;;;;tc talsnts, dmotional excellence, superior poise and

enduraice, social adaptability and gift of lcadership could be



sttained at this preeschocl period orovided the children sre
well dressed.

regording to ~icken (1964))25 children begin even a2t an
asrly agye to davelo) a sense of good teste and a desire for
good groaming which if ailded by the another's good taste crn be
of value to them all their livea, Hutt and Gibby (1962)“
ciatia that by tha sge of two years nost children develon sone
intercst in dressing themselves., Young (1938) Y opin:s that
sre-school chiflliren are to be tr ated as ministure adults in the
antter of dressing.

The objective of clothing th: pre-school child is his
own confort and our own conveni=nce says Gardner {1965%5) 28.
svary child hss th: right to wear becoming clothes says Picken
(1949)25. Pretty well fitted clothes in good tast=s amd of
becoming colour are nusts for children. “ocording to Thoupson
and hea (1949)34, vell fitted comfortsble garments in harmonious
colours contribute to a faeeling of well bein: ~nd self confidence.
AD aprropriaste costune ensgmile will help to develop th: well
poised individuel who is resdy to participate in group activity
or to work slono without self consciousness.

voung (1938)27 points out that if the child is always
dressed in the gsrments best suited to his tyne, it becomes
2 natural hsbit for him lataer to select th: samy type,



Personality is that which constitutes distinction of the

person, distingtive, personal character and individuality says
Hebster (1937)29. The word “peraondf es used in ancisnt Rome,
referred to a theatri-al nesk. It i3 msde up of countlcas
nunber of prejudices, ,00d and bed of more or less consgiscus
wotives, wishus and above all habits of feeling says Shaw
(1923) 3,

Boss (1958) i finds "persenality as the total ~uslity of
an individusl®, wheress to Mehta (1964)”‘ personality eonnotes
tne individual's peculiar way of reacting to stimuli, overcoming
probleas, ressolvin; conflicts and tsasions. Thorpe snd
zetmuller (1965)33 £ina personality es that quelity molded by
the individual’s efforts to meot the demands of daily living.
"Perscnality implics the whole ganut of behavioursl phenomena
appearing in the individual or at lcast the entire range of
charagteristic or habitual wodes of behaviour he displays®,
states Golderd (1963)34,

Aceording to inkmeyer (1967)” persanality is composed
of all the feslings, attitudes, valu:s and beshaviour wh ich rnakes
«ach person a uni-ue individunl,

Butler (1951)7% feels thet personality gives leadership
and agoomplishment to an individual with uni~ue paiterns e=nd
potentialities of development, :ach child is unicue and has his



own personality which is due to iniividuel reactions to his
a:ntal, social and soiritual environm:nt. Ha ris ¢t al (1958)37
opine that the personality of the child emerg=s out of all the
influences 9f aearly environsent and is shaped by than, Tate »nd
Glisson (1962)38 point out clothing as the fundemental of life
wilch helps to build end to stabilirze personality.

Payohologists fecl that clothing has an {important role
to »lay in the pursonslity development of childrem, Simpson
(195:‘:)39 says dress 1s truly expressive of personality. This
is roevealced by the child's awsreness of the gdtitudes of others,
primarily of his peers towards his cloth:s opines Hurlock
(1956) 40,

Clothas sre s symbol of security, an extension of self,

a way of identifying with scacons ahd a mesns of real satise
faction says Read (1950)%1,

The well dressed child of today psychologicelly speeking,
wears clothing which gives security and brings r«cognition,
resgponse end new experiences. Security is described as attendance
upon wearing clothes which sre suitable to th: wearer as well &s
to the occasion. Reocognition is the aporrovasl which one's
clothing wing from friends and associstes. Response is the
effzot of clothing upon other neople.

Oerke (1951)‘2 says self confidence is developed in s
child by proper clothinge Por any child to &:velop socially
and physicelly his clothes must be suitabls for his activitics



snd similar to those of his playmates., He is very conscious of
the clothing that other children wecar and wants to look like
thes.

A child may suffer from being over dressec or feel
inferior, because he is not well ar.seed as his friends. Clothes
may make the experience of going to kinder gardfan either nlessant
or unpleassant, ‘henh a child is dressed sopropristely, he is o=
opuretive and willing to follow suggestions,

According to Joodman (1958)‘3

the a>pesrsnce, attractivencss,
colour and coafort of the child's germent, aifect the child's
psrsonality, feeling of self confidence and emotional stability.
He further statcs that psttern cesigns that are not appropriate,
develop a sor t of inferiority complex in the minds of children.
The colour of the febric should be in keeping with th: personality
of the childe. Colours affsct the f:eling and the beheviour of
children. lours th:at are too bright or too dull may aake a
child feal conapicuocus, Hence clothing the pr--school child
is a mejor Hroblem for amany fanilies.

The problaa of clothing the children is complicated by
the gr-at intercst during the pre-school ycars in dreasing
upe To solve this problem, Thompson snd Rea (1949)3‘ feel
that the importance of personslity and its relation throughout
1ife au:t be understood by parents and those who work with

children.
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“Cilothes are made for children not children for

,‘i

clothea®, says ¢ Call (1953 e The :main point to be

considered in clothing children is health, »nroclaim Facgre

et gl (1958)37 )43
fabric selacted for children's clothes brar a direct relation

« Goodmnan (1958 opin:s that the type of

to the health of the childe A fabric that is too heavy makes
a child tired from the exessive weight. A fabric that is too
thin may cause the child to feel cold. OGood-year and ' klohr
(1954) %5 aro of the opinton that 1f a child is to develop
desirsble m=ttitudes toward clothing, it must be suitable for
his activitiecs,

Mursello (1971) 46

is of the opinion that for the young
axplorers the world is an adventure and clothes must be sturdy
anough to go with all the activity,

Clothing of or —achoolers should be selected on the
basis of their activity. Freedom of movement, esse in Jutting
on and teking off germents, colour and design vith rzgeard to
body »roportion must be given emphasis.

The wardrobe of the nre-school child must be chosen with
auch cexe as that of sny fanily a-mber, . No one wardrobe is
guitable for all pre-school children. Becsuse of the pre-school
child is constantly sctive, he needs clothes that protect his

vody from bushes.
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voods gt sl (1953)%7 caysise 1s important. To have the
garments of corr-ct size means giving careful attention to the
rata Of the child's growth,

Clothes that sre too largs may meke a child feel uncomfor-
table and self conscious. Loose clothin; such as long nants,
full sleeves end large pockats may gt caught in the wheels
of the tricycle sand hinder the »lay.

Derke (1951)‘2 feals that the 'pm-awhoolari garments
should .ske provision for growth and fre~dom of movement.

Clothing that 14 too tight interf res with th: action of
thelir bodies, says Keister (1968)‘3. aeott and gaith (193‘))s
say 8 child’s saall size mrterial should be ylelding and
flexibl: if pley is to bo free and unhsmpered. Scott (1948)%®
elso fecls that child's dress should be designod for frecdom in
play and easy in dressing snd undressing without the help of
grown unse.

sSchool cloth:s should be considared as nlay clothes ms
far as style and construction are concerned, FPFurther they should
be simple, well made and casy to keep cleane Good grooming and
cleanliness are important for school children sesys Picken
(1949) 25,

rccording to Lund (1962)% the ~oints to look for in buying
children's clothas sre¢ washability, fit, material and finish.



12

ningo (1953)30 feels thet five essential factors must
be considered whilc selocting garments for children. They
include grain, d:sign, s-sus, hem end fazteners., Garmments cut
off grain do not fit oHroverly and therefore will not hang
right on the waarer. Fabrics should be cut with design going
in the ssa: direction snd prints necd attractive spacing,
seams should be suited to the fabrie, garment snd they should
be of sufficient width to allow shrinkage and growth. An
even and wide hem s sdviseble as this vo}ald lend itself to
fashion chang«s and alterations. vell !iniahr: fasteners and
decorations ensble th: germent last for s long r period., Items
such ss cuffs and collars must be roportionste and .natching to
the germent and eszily nrassable,

/s regards the colour of pm-schooletl' dress, Pull (1958)51
feels that moth rs choose light colours for their childrca since
thay show when they should bs washed. Lazzling colourz mnd
patterns should be avoided, bocause of the strain on the children's
eycsight. On the contrary woods st al (1983)47 opine that bright
ocolours are d«ipirsble for childron's outer garasnts brcoause they
iaake it casier to spot the child on the playgroumd in the yzrd
or on th: atrset,

Good design An ;'»raf-lchoolot; gorments is based on the
principles of good dasign nanely haraony, balance, rhytha,

sroportion =nd e:phasis.
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Hall (1943)°2 gays many dresses discard:d by the adults
cen be r-omodeled for ciiildren. rsbrics with s saall print
are very apxopriste to usc, Large prints or wide strines are
seldom used for children's dresses. But nlain coloured fabriec
may be used in many ways.

Clothos for small children shoul@ stress siaplicity,
cerke (1957)%2 16 of the opinion thet the nerds of children
should always bo considered. Simple clothing made of sWtable
fabrics is essential for children. It is wise to select
fabrics that have bien treated to rostrict dirt and wrinkles.
No child can play fresly if he must constantly worry about
soiling his clothing. It should also be fire resistent,

Due to constant perspiration children’s clothes hecone
damp often, Hehce fres flow of eir is essentiel in children's
cloth:s. Since childrcm's clothcs nead frequ=nt washing, it is
botter to salect fabrics that are colour faat say Tete ar;d

Glisson (1963)39,

Mahendra (1963)53 opinzs that cotton fibrs should
be selccted for children bacouse cotton is a bad conductor of
heat end it docs not allow the heat of the body to go out
guickly and therefore help children to maintsin body tamnerature
morae or less at the same lcvel, .econdly cotton absorbs swest

eassily. It 4s nore easily washedble than other filbres,
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Pre-school children outqroufthetr clothas ~uilckly and when
there 2re nc younger eisters or brothors €5 use these garaents,
it is just & waste to spend on cxpensive materials. Fashion
is just as important in chnildren‘s clothas as Lin acdulte, For a
snall child’s dress, a simple basic style must be chosen and asd
the :I.m:c;fent with a pretty vattarned falx ic and trimming such

as the narrow lace edgings, ssy Robinson and Robinson (1963)>%,

sicken (1949)3°

says having the sroper clothes for the
occasion cen instil in childr:n a scnse of style and fashion
that will guide them all their lives.

caraents needed for the child or for th- cntire femily

could be eith-r bught as ready ade, or mede st home, There
are rleo tnilors to stitch the garments sccording to the necds
of the customers. :leuck (1958) 33 says ready mace garm:nts are
made in the factory vl.gh no one nurchaser in aind, Webster,

s referred by He Call (1938)4* defines tatloring as being the
work or workmanship of s tsilor., Gooduan (1956)43 fecls that

a basutifully tailored garment is in reality & true work of art.
Tats and Giisson (1963)38 state that the: fanily dress wker or
tailor tough not very important today is not to be overlooked
as & means of securing clothing. Hence it is better to construct
garnents at home. :alnes (1964)“ consid:rs home sewing as a

source of satisfaction and self-expr-ssion,
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All the threc types of garments ready nade, tallor nade
and home made have thair own gdvantages eand dissdventages.
Mer«<dith Ooapany &1961)57 raeports that most women £4ind it
necessary to supplemcit their wardrobes with ready uade clothes
because the ready to wsm market hes many sizes for differrnt
figure types.

» Improvencsnt, th- wide choice of styles and fakrics
and the ezse in buying have cnoouraged homo-makers to pu- chase
ready to wear apparel”, stete Tate and Glis:on (1963)3%, They
feel that large nuaber of women work outside the howug and
conscquently have less time for home s wing. Even thogse who
do not wogk outgide th» home ususlly prefer or find it necessery
to spend their time in ways othsr than sewing. Ly buying ready
made garments the: can be free from constru-ting the germents
anc tine is savecd, say Sars and Lynch (1950)58. rgeractive
garments can be purchased which are reedy for immediete use.
vdfferent types crh be tried on children to judge the most
suitable one, Carson (1955)59 seys, it is eazier if one can
buy a dress all ready to wey in s style and colour that is
becoming to bher. Onc-can have 2 large varisty of styles from
wihich to select end can try on diff-rent dr:szes ¢» s-e how they
ere going to look snd to ducide which onc will 4> th: wost for
her. R:ady @mades have a finiahed look. Since raady made gerwents
are nvanilable at different prices, p=ovle of various incom: levels

could buy and profit, seys Oppenheim (1965)50,
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mspiée ol all those sdvantages thare are also soms
disadventages., isady mads garsenta oftan nonéd expensive
alterstions says, twack (19%3)35, according to srwin (1960)%!
it is often difficult o5 £ind » ready made Crees that ia
satisfactory in every detcAl #nd et a price one can offord to
pay. Home of the ready msdes are exponsive snd others sre madium
priced. %hilv soRc sfu well design:d, made of good auelity
materisl, the othars ere cheaply aads Ain large auantity of
chaapey farvics with less attantion given to woriomsnshin, Often
such drusses are poorly designed,

erwin and ¥inch:a (1965)“ say about 50 ner ccat of the
price of a readyfnade 1s du: to labour, Rethbone nnd Taroley
(1959)63 ovine by buying resdy made clothss ontiray have more
time for ruversstion ixit zobebly must content with (awer germents
bucnuse Af thi cost, Tiwy ofton do not fit well anéd the necessary
alterations may spoil the affect of the design, sSom-times it
is difficult to f£ind conzorvative resdy «e(de garments st a
modegate kice. Thay invelve ths gselection of a well mede eond
durable garament®, says Bigelow (1953)1. Marecith Coansny (1961)57
raports that rcedy t5 wear clothoe scldm give as good a fit
a8 clothes xade ¢t hoac, 7rwin (1960)61 statas that sass
asroductish has resowd much individuslly from resdy to wmar clothes.

"If onc has a figure that ‘is aifficult to fit, she will
often £1ind it best to nake her own clothews or to have them made,

rather then to go to thc expense. of having alternations ncde
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when buying resdy to wear cleth-s®, szys Carson (1955)”. HYance
g condition has arised, wiyn it is necessery for homanaksrs to
depand on other tynas of garmcnt constru~tion nsusly tsilor made
and home mede.

Msuck (1'958!5"s says that there are thres types of tailoring
nas=ly, (1) custom tailorimg (2) Teiloring mede ®n ordcr and
{2) teiloring mace in the faontory., Custom teiloring is éone by
an individusl taflor who is a highly skilled crattanan in his
fi:1ld, Usually hs works oith-r {n men's wear or in won-a's
waarz but not in Soth, Custom tniloring esrricas » high initisl
cost, but the customer receivas individuslity of d:sign, fit
and a high degree »f durability of shave.

The aacond tyne of tailoring namely talloring made to order
are donae mostly by th:: pratail stores. Ratail stores which
usually hendle the custrmer tak: the massurem~nta. Th- design is
selaected from a ook of available designs. There are no fitting
until the finished gera:nt is delivered to the store and to the
custaser vhen slterstions may be found necessary. There is lcss
hancwork in such products. The price is moedius, certainly lower
than that for custom tatloring. A thira type is the factory
mede garments. The finished armcnt is sclicted in the retail
ghop and refitted if necessary., The nrice of such germ:ntse is
leas*than that of oither of the above two types for coup=rable
quality of p>roducts, In telilor madc garmshts, the planning of
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the design anéd the sclection of the falkrics erc mnttars of persons-
11362 sarvics by the tailor, though the customer may take design
and fabsric to him and ask to have a germent made.

Alson (1955)%¢ snys that tatlor made germents would
ratain their shape nfter veera of herd war »nd renested dry

)65 are of thce oninion

cleanings. <Chambers and Moulton (1961
that tailors would shepe snd mold at the richt places and thus
uild permanent shaping in the suit,

" axtting germents tailor nmece 18 as expensive as huying
garments resdy nade but they nrobsbly will have & bhetter ouwrlity
of nsterinl and workmanship and & dross which ie less likely
to be Auolicatad®, say Rathbone snd Taroley (19591%3, Baxter
ond Latzke (1949)7 say, home scwing may result in rosl saviag
with l=8s momny. :Ewin and ¥inchen (1968)52 ooine that skilfully
nade germents have a prostige value: giving tho wearer a feeling
of distinction. Recognition and approval of her skill Ixring
satisfactions., S-wing is d"ne 2t homc to have more gets of
clothing,

Needle work dovelowm nt scheme (1956)37 reports that by
meking cnrmants et homs, on csn make the choice from a wide
veristy of fahrics from the enntinually chenging range of styles
in ths bx st pattern cstalogues and will te made to fit narfectly.
At the sasme time, it will cost much les: to look attractive then
tie onc who hxs €O buy ready made cloth-as. nd perhaps 0st
important of all, she will discover what real pnl:rsure there is

to be found in cristing something for her self.
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‘Usually the ncterials for s home made gnement cost from
1/3 to & of the cost of a ready uwade garaent of comparable ~uslity®
says bigelow (1953) 1. There are any advantages in hom: sewing,
says Bone (1982)%¢. The saving of woney, boautiful £abric,
accurate fit for evcry figure and the satisfection of doing
are som  such adventages. uoodman (1958) %3 says with inttiative
ability and practice almost any woman can slan and construct
tailored clothing at home. The woman who makes clothes has
a wider range in th. salz=ction of colour, type of pettern and
choice of febric then doos the person who buys ready made. Many
children have figure irfuulscitics. The ability to mak and
fit one's own germent will solve this problem. The fenily 1l vel
of living cm. buraised by increasing the income through home
sewing.

Rethbon: and Tarply (19%9)%3 atate thet 1f one hes the
ability to sew and the tim: for it, she wvill £finé many sventages
in making ciothes et home. Wingo (1953)50 states that adhey can
be saved by :saking clothes at home, Clothss are constructed
ot hom: for thoss who don't get the correct size in ready nade
and al o to stretch the family budget. Further it helps to
expr.ss individuality in drass,

For som: K sewing satisfies the deaire for creativity and
often devciop into a hobby. such leisure time activitiss can
be very rewerdin; as well as reminerstive, ‘Sewing is a plcasent
occupation that cen be put to msany usas®, say Sarsh and ‘ynch
(1950)38, Robinson and Aobinson (1963)°4 opinc, sewing is fun.



toth dress designing and drossaaking sre rssentislly living
arts. Simpson (1955)39 says the wholy zotivity of dr<ssiaking,
sewing, asbroidery are rightly conceived ss onr of the croative
erts. Chambers (1958)%7 says, “Making cg&lothlnq is »n art in
itselt”,

Kuasr (1962)“ opin-s tatloring is & groat art providing
congsidrable acope for the dovelo asnt of agsthotic sense =and
also for attaining skill of dexterity of hand, It will be a
great pride for a woman to uake t he clothing for the home end
derive ha ipess when the as ab:rs of the household wesr the
roducts of her cr:ation of love and art,

sewing 18 like a jig - sew puzzle opinsg Ryan (1964)-68
Hiomemakers found thet the 10 to 13 per cent of incoma svailzble
for clothing is inadequnte when all the gsrments are r-ady nade
and it can be prevented by home sewing. !dstane from zho-nolng
Centre may necessitate. home construction,says Bonde (1950)6’.

shorping may be frxritating espreially in larg: cities and
in large departas=ntal storss. At home on: may “roce-d lelsurely
and actuclly dorive nlessure from the work,

regording to Bigelow 0953)1 hom- oonstrustion b-comes a
frilure unl-ss the person naking tiem has dev=lop~d skill in
choosing design end in oongtruction process., HMansfi«ld (1953)10
and strickland (1956)7) state that tailoring recuirss the best
of one's sewing akility in sccuracy of details, in correct ficting,
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Straight stitching and carzful steaning of each step in garm=nt
construction.

The choice among the three aethods of garaent construction
namely ready nade, tailor mede and home made will denend largely
upon the s:ount of money aveilable for clothing ss against

available ccuipment, akill and tim for druzss making,



IIX. £XPSRIMENTAL PROCEDURE

The exp. rimental srocsdure for this study on rnother's
perferences towards ready made, tallor made and home made
garaents f£or pree-schoclers conszistzd of the following stens.

1. Selection of the Samle

2. selection of the pethod

3. Conducting the Survey

4. *nalysis of the Data

1. uslection of Sho sanples

The saaple selactes for the study were homs-makers baceuse
they were found to be couperstively free at homs. The semples
wure sel:cted from th: differsnt areas of Coimbator+ city namely
‘ats-bnd, Pcelamnedu, oundenpalaysm housing unit, Re. (Puram,
Gandhipursn, Sivananda Colony, Ram Nagar, Sesibebe Colony end
GeCeTe ColONy. Care was taken to zees that all the home-makers
had pruschool children. +‘ccording to Isasc (1968)72: children
falling under ths age group of 2 to 6 ycars are praschoolers.
The total nuabar of saiples selected werce 150 and they balonged
to the middle incaonm: group. India, "nnual ~enort (1966)73
considers the incoms between e 500 to b, 1250/month es middle

incona.

The method selectad for collecting the deta wes interview
baceuse of its Saverszl adventages. It halps ¢t» develop good rasport

betw-en th: intarvi:ower and interviewec. Rahgaswa:uy (—1969)7‘
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considers int:rviocw as on: of the chief means of collecting
data in social r:sesrch. Versa (1965)°, Young (195675,
surchinal and ilawker (1951)77 consider the interview asthod
as the best . thod for obtaining information since it allows
the intervi:wer to go behind mere outward behaviour and helps
him in studying motivation, emotional i-raaponse. and spclial
PrOYrusscs.

The information obtain:d by th: inGerview aethod is more
1ikely to b2 correct than that obBained by any other wmathod
becruse the interviewer cen clarify the doubts easily and dcvelop
c>nfidence in the ainds of the intervicwec,

3. conducting the SuEVeys

Por conducting th: survey, the investigator svolved sn
intcrviaow schedule and nretested in twenty hous s Th- data
ob.zined thus was analysed and th: int: rview schedule was
q0dified on th: basis. of the problens faced. The modified
intarview schedule is given in appendix, !

“ith the modified schedule eech homewimker was intorviewed
carafully anc the informnation regarding family beckground,
budgetting, the prefercnce towards ready nade, tailor rasde and
hom. sade garments for pre-school children, the roeasons for the
sale end the -wvhey spent on =ach, w:re collected,

4. Analvsis of the natay
The dats obtain:d by the intcrview method is anaslysed undap

the r:-sults and discussions,



Iv. RESULTE AND DISCULEIONS

The results of the study are discussed under the

following heading:.

Ao Background informastion regarding the families

1.
2.
3.
4

Type of fsuily

Income rance of the fanilies
Hanagenent of .oOney

Money allotpent for family clothing

Be Aother's >references emony ready-imade, tallor-made and
hone-made gernents

)
4.
3.
4.
S.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10,
il.
ia.
13.
1é.

Reessong for preferring realdy-mad: garaents
Cccasions on which teedy-mgda garmants are worn
Garments purchased as ready-made and their price
Label finformation

suggestions for improving ready-mnade garments
Reasons for preferring tsilor-anade garmen's

Paerson deciding the pattern

List of tzilor-made yarments preferred for children

Reasons for the digsatizfaction with taillor-made
garaents

swgestions for fuproving tailor-aspde garments
Reasons for preferring hcme-masdse garments
Frecuency of construction at home

Type of naterials preferred for home sewing

sarnents constructed st home



15.
16,

17.

dffilculties encountercd

a8

A comparison of the itsias preferred ss ready-msde
tallor-made and houe-made

statistical analysis

The totel nuaber of families Ainterviewed were 150, iLoong

them 90 per cent were nucloar fzailice and the r-at were joint

fanilics,

2. Income rande of the fapilises

The total income: of the faullies per onth are given
in Teble X,

TABLE 1

INCOAE RANGE OF THE FAMILIES

Incoma/wonth in %,

Hunber of families

Percentage

500
601
71
801
501
1003
1101

600
700
8090
900
1900
1100
13%0

66
k-
29
11
10

3

2

44

25,33

13.33
7.33
6.87
2
.34




Fron Table I it is cleer that 44 per cent of the
fanilies belonged to the in-ome renge of B, 500 to 630,
Under the range of &, 601 to 700 there were 25 per cent
families. Thirteen per cent had sn income of 3, 701.8930
snd the rest ot an income above %, 300/

3. ' Hanagemcnt of monevi

Uut of the 150 h'uses survey«<c, only 18 per cent
sossessed fanily budget ané the rest managed their income
and expenditure without a budget,

4.

The allotment of money for family clothing is shown in
T-ble 1L,

TABLE 1X

SLIOTMLNT OF SMONLY POR FAMILY CLOTHING

Monsy aliotment

for family clothing Ro, of fsniliecs Peprcentage
(Rangs in %s,)

300 - 400 19 12,67
401 - 3500 a7 24.67
501 - 600 23 15.35%
601 - 7090 13 8.67
701 - 800 19 12.67
801 - 900 4 2.67
301 - 1000 27 18

Above 1070 8 5.3
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¥From Table IX it is understbood that 25 per cent of the
home nmakeers spent 3, 401-500 e fanmily clothing., Lighteen

per cent spent 3, 901 -« 1990 on faaily clothing. The asount
spent by 15 and 13 per cent ranged from 3, 501.600 and %, 300
400 respectively. ~nother 13 per centspent %, 70..800,

foong the renaining 12 per cent,;? per csnt shent
3 801 «~ 900 and the r-st more than i, 1000,

The money allotted for children'’s clothing from totsl
fanily clothing are anﬁieated in Table I1I.

TABLE IXIL
ALLOTHINT OF AONiY POR CHILDRIN*S CLOTHING

Ranje of axpenditure
on children's Number of families Percentage
clothing in Rupees

- G e O G G W W@ e W I g B Y T WE o W WS G W @ W o W B o W wm W =

0 - 100 87 58
101 - 200 82 34.67
201 - 300 9 ]
31 - 400 2 1.33
zbove 400 - -

Table IXII gives the range 0f expunditurs on children's
clothing per year. The a.wount spent on children's clothing
was less than 3, 100 4in the case of 54 per cent housewives.
Thirty-nine per cent spent 3, 101.200, The percentage of
ch



families, spending more than s, 200 were found to be
negligible.

While canparing the moncy spent on children's clothing
with thaet of thc .aoney sllotted for family clothing, it was
found out that 77 families spent 11-.20 per cent of the fenily
incoiae on pre-school children's garm:nts. whereas it veas
21=30 per cent in 34 familizs, A:ong the remaining 39

fanilices 25 per cent sp«nt within ten per cent and fourteen

fron 30-40 per cent.

The prefer-nees of mothers towards Ready asde, Tailor
mwade snd Hume wuade garnents o given in Table IV »nd

Figure 1.

TABLE IV

PRUFERENCEL OF WMUTHE RS TOWNRDIG RoADYeMALE, TALLOR-MALE
NED HOME=-MALE GNRMENTS

Types of gerw-nts pnefsrred Buabsr of

fanilies Percentade

Ae-dy made 9 6
Tadilor made a2 14.66
Hom: made 1 0.66
Ready made snd Tellor

made 83 58,66
Tafilor mede and Home

made ] 4
Hoee made and Ready nade 11 7.3

Ready-madc, Tellor-meds
and Homcemade 13 8,66
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Froax Table IV and figjure 4, it i3 clear that majority
of the homo makers nazely 59 ner cent prafurred both ready
aade snd Sailes-sedes Fifteen and six per cent of tho home
askers pDrefedited purely tailor made and ready made germents
raspeetively. ~1l1 the thre: types of gamments such as ready
made, tasilor aede and hone-asde garmnts were nrefarsed Ly
9 per c-nt and resijemadées and honeemade Garcents were
prefierss=d by 7 per cent. Very fow stitehed their garments
at hoie and also got their itome failsr-aade.
1.

The reassns for prefarring issdV-nade guzamais »re
indtaatel in Table V and Fig. 2.
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TABLE V

REASONS> FOR PREFERRING READY MALE GARMINTS

kuaber of Percen

Reasons fanilics tage
it is fashioneble 28 81
The colour combination is sttractive as 70.2
it iy easily avaiiebls 29 23,9
The price is low 21 22.3
Correct , fitting for Aifferent sizes
sreavilable 2% 20,62
A good tiae saving device 22 18,1
Gives the wearer & poised look 14 11.9%
It can be used in all conditions 9 7.4
it comes handy for urgancy 9 7.4
Could ba uscd for fesmtival wear 8 6.6
Th: garment is long lasting 8 6.6
it is comfortable to wooy S ¢.13
It can be casily cared for 4 3.3
Som: materials are not available in the
aarkat i 1.6

Fether likes reedy-mace grracnts for his
children 2 1.6




PERCENTAOGE OF MOTHERS
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RERSONS FOR PREFERRING READY MADE GARMENTS

Y
g0 .
» X SenLE
A Y - ovens: demn = (07>
® : X. arxas = 0-Scan = [ REASON
50 .
m .
30 "
&0 .
10 . -
o : E ﬂ [l
1 .
5 & 7 g 9. 6 x
REPSONS
. FASHIONABLE “v. GIvES PoisED Look

2. ATTRACTIVE COLOUR COMBINATIoN & CAN BE USED AT ALL CONDITIONS

3. EAsiLyY AVAILABLE Q. HANDY F6R URGENCY

A. Low IN PRICE 1. FOR FESTIVAL LEAR
§. Oues CorrecT FITTING

6. A T/IME SAVING DEVICE
FIOURE .. 2 .
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Table V and Figuwre 4 revzals that 78 per cent pref rred
ready-mades because they were fashionadble. The attractive
colour combinatior. made .71 per cent to orefer the sbove, The
sase 4An avellebility had fnduced 24 per cent of the hong
makers to' Suy recdy-made. hilae 22 per cent prefarred then
boocause of the low pricu, 21 per ceht wer: sure that the
carrect fitcing for differant aiszes could be obtained.
Ready-mades were tiac saving aceording to 18 per c:nt snd
hence they prefurred the sase.

Twelve per cont felt that reedy-made germents would
glve the weesrer a »oised look, ERight per ¢ nt opin:d that
ready-nade aa;'mat.o could x used in sll conditions, Seven
per cent bouwght resdy made garm:nts for satisfying their
emergency needs.

for the sake of f:stival war, 7 per c=nt of the honme
makaers pref.rred rasdy-made gsrments, 6 and 4 per c=nt of
the homns makcrs considered ready-made garments ss duresble
and ocomfortacble to wear respectively. Lccording to 3 per
cent of the home nakers, ready-made gariacnis wire egsy to
care for. .ince somc: saturisls wire not available in the
markst, 2 per cent of th: homswmekers wa:ted to buy their
children's jarients ready-mace, 7o sstiafy the head of the
fanlly, 2 per cent of the hom: makers bought ready .ade

clothas,



hpart from-the ressons given zbove, very few aothers
stated that the resdy aade Garmunts wer attractive, liked
by children v.ry wmich and providcd chances for learning now
patterns. Just one wother ves of the oninion that stitching
charge and other expenditure for tallor-made garncnt sre
squal to that of re-dy nade.

From figure 4 and Terble V, it could be concluded that
most of the nwothers sreferred ready-made garments becasue
they were fashionnble aRa attractive in colour combinations.
The othuer reasons were found %o be of little imnortance to
the home-nakers.

Reasdy-nade garments w:re foumd to be used mainly for
sccasionel wear. Forty eight per cant of th«¢ home nakaers
pr:fuerred resdy-made garmcats for the informal wear of their
children. Thirty seve:: per csnt of the .wothers stated that
they preferred resdy-made garments for their children as
long as u:'vu newe

s4ix per cent of the home makers wented their childrea
to use resdy-made garments for school wesr. In 38 par cent
of the fsmilics, ready-madc: gorments wore used for hom wear
ordinarily. But in 11 per cent of th: houses resdy :aade
guraents were uscd for homa wear wh:sn the garments becsme
olde Two per cent of th: moth:rs used ready nede garments
wade of cotton for home wear. Thus ready made garac:nts

were foun: to be used for informel, school and home wear.
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Eaufinng; Seveatesn per cent of the moth:-r's secomed
to buy ready made beanidiians for th:ir children. Their sverege
orice .lpeid per itan was found to be less than a Rupee in
the cese of 10 per cent methurs. Four per cent spent %, 2 -3
on a single item. 7Two per cent of tho mothers hought
bendians costing B, 1=2. Ver few, bought bandians costing
W, 3,50,

hirtes Mty one per cent of the mothers s=cmed to
buy ready-made shirts for their childrem. The price paid
per on: shirt wus found to be 3, 6 €5 10 in the case of
16 per cent of the famili=s. Four per cant of the fauilics
pasid %, 5 per on.  itam of shirt. Only one per cent of the
aoth-ras peid above B, 10 per item,

Trougargy Twenty four per cent of th: mothers were found
to buy ready ande trousers for their children, ni.newn
per caent of the mothers bought ready made trousers costing
about 6, § to 10 per iten, Four per cent of the moth:rs
bought tyousers below i, S, Only onh¢ per cent of ths mothers
w:re found to spcnd more than %, 10 per item of trouser.

2antgs oOnly three per ceht of th:e mothers were found
to prefer resdy-made pants for their children. The price
paid per ftem of pante was below 5, 10, in the case of one
per cent home Mzkers.  mong the remsining two, one per cent
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paid B, 11 to 20 anc the othar one %, 21 to 30 per itex of
pants., Thus the type of jants bought for children varied
from femily to fauily.

Hight drese:  Only one per cant 0f the moth rs bought
night dress for thier children and the price naid for thet
wss bzlow ™. 5 per fitem,

Babe _guits Forty six por cent of the moth rswere found
to prefer beba suit for thair children, Twenty six per cent
babe suit costing %, 11 to 20 per itam, Thirtcen per o:nt
satd 5, 21 to 30 pur item of bebe suit. Sewven per cent
apent below 3, 10, Hehou 1t is clear that baber suit costing
B, 11 to 20 per itenm is in couwson use.

GiEl's wear:

zantisgs Only 33 per cent of the mothurs were found
to buy ready made panties for their children. Thirty one
per cent of thum said that they boughtt pantics costing
lz24s then one rupce per item, Two per cont of the mothers
bought panties which costed Re. 1 per item,

zdip: Only 3 per cent of the mothers were found to
buy slip and it costed @8, 2 per itam,

Frogks Seventy five per cemt of the home mak ers
nreferrod ready-made froeks. FYorty one per cent of the
mothaers bought frocks ocosting &, 11 to 20 per it=m, Twenty
per cent of them bought frncks costing @, $ to 10 per item.
Thirteen per cent of the home-nakers bought frocks, th: cost
of which ranged from %, 21 to 30 per item, Only one per cent



of the home makers wi:re found to buy frocks costing is, 3%
per itea,
2lYar-Kanecgzi Only two per cant of the mothers
preferred voady made Hulvear Kamweg for their children,
Amony the:x, umzper cent bought Sulvar Kanwez costing &, 19
to 20 and the other one costing ¥, 21 t> 30 per itea,
Jeapas Just two per cent of the mothers bought recdye
made jeans for their children and it costed &, 21 to 30
pex item,

ﬂ;gg:'\mm Night druss was preferred by two par ocent

of the mothers. vwhile one per cent bought night dross costing
below 3, 5 for their chiddremn, the other one per cont bought
night drcss costing 8, 11 to 1S per itam,

From the above list, it is concluded thst Eaba suit
and frocks were th: coaaon itens bought as ready mads by
msjority of the home wmak: rse. Ready mnade night dr:-es, jcans
and sulvar Kameaes were least preferred. None of the families
scen to prefer ready ma e blouse, skirt and pyjema.
4. kakel Anformnidoni

xuongy those who preferred resdy-msde garmente, only
10 per cent agreed thit lsbel finformatiosn was avalilable.
Yor all the r.st, label inforiation was not availeble.
iven among thos: for whom th: label information was e vailable,
only 67 per cchnt were found to follow the: ssme, All of
them seid that they wure fully helped by the label information,



The oth. rs who did not foliow label informa:ion were
founé to have problems. Twenty five per cent stated that
they did not have time to follow th labels, Another
28 per cent were foun. to hive misplaced the labels. The
ranpining 30 per cent of mothere did not give any pertaining
replye.

tighty seven per cent of the hone uekers tmrorally
sttisfied with the ready-mnde germsnes, While 3 per cent
were partially satisficd, 10 por cent of th' homne makq rs

were not at all sastisfeld with tholr resdy .aade purchases,

The suggestions given by th: mothers for laproving
the ocuality of Ready-made gariasnts are prosented in Table

Vi and also in Figure 3.

TABLE VI
SUGGESTIONIS FOR IMPROVING READY.MADE GARMENTS.

Buggestions Number of Percentage
famildies

T™he cuslity of the mat: rial and
stitches must da inproved 13 80
The colour of th: aaterial st be
fzat to laundaring 7 44.44
It must be low in price 7 44.44
The varisty of pattern available
should ba increased 3 18.7%

It nmust b comfortable to weer 6.5
Sean allowance must be left 1 6.9

P
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Y. SULWESTIONS LFOR [MPROVINGD RepDY MADE OINANENTS
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from Teble VI and Fig. 3, it {3 clear that 80 per cent
of the wwth.rs felt that the ~uality of aaterinl and
stitches in the easdy-msde garments aaust be imoroved.
lineteen per cent of the home-makers sujgested that the
colour of the mtarial usad in ready nade garucnts be fast
t> lsundering,.

since the price of roady wde germcnts wre very high,
44 per c:=nt of the houscwives said theat the nrice should
be lessenacd so that evan the j00r cnuld buy the szme.
Fourty four pz=r cent of the moth:rs opinad that theore should
be wide variety in thas muber of patt-rns aveilable, Ninee
teen per cont of the moth-rg wanted all th- rsady wéc ger-
ments to be made of ssnforized materinl, rmong the reasining
14 per cent of the mothers, 7 per cent felt that rezdy made
garnents nust bu vory comfortable to wear snd the other 7
per cent said that sean sllowance aust he left properly
on ell the sidés of th: ready mado gagmants, so that it
could be eltered #nd used even when the child grows,

6.

The rezgons for notherS. prcforring tailor made garmonts
are shown in Table VII and Fig. 4.
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TABLE ViII

RCALONL FOI PEEFEERING TALLOR NALE GARGNTS

Reasons tlm;l:ar '{'"::::
fmailies

uack of kmewledgs in esmstruction 100 80,6
Less costlier than ready made garuants 8% | 65,8
Some Jurments are duucul‘t to conatruel

at houe 67 52
Durable comstruction 64 4.6
MNonesavailability of sewing machine S1 39,5
Time is saved 41 32
Teailor cen stitch well 41 32
Jives correct fitting , 23 17.8
Tsilor <an be instrueted for the desimedl

pattern . 16 12.4
secope for choice of suitable anterigls 8 6.4
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From Table VII and Fig. 4, it is found thnt in the case
of 81 per cent of the familieg lack of xnowledge in garnent
construction was the asin rezson for nraeferring tailor-made
garments, Considering tailor-made gariasnts as less costlifer
than ready-made, 56 per cent of t 2z mothers preferred tailor
made garmonts, Fifty two per cent of the mothers founrd it
difficult to oonstruct certain germents at homes, Hence
they prefcrred tailor made garmants., Thinking thet tatlore
aads garm-nts are durable, 30 par cent of th- mothers chogse
tazilor-made gagm=nts, Leck of freility for sewing hed induced
40 por cent of the mothers to pref=«r tailor made garments.

In order to seve time, 32 per cent of the mothers wanted
their children's garments to be mads by teilor. +‘nother 32
Der cent prefoprec tailor made with the ides that tailer
would stitch well.

zighteen per cent of the aothors were of the oninion
that correct fitting could be obtained by getting garents
tailor-mada. Twelwve per cent of the wthers sezmed to be
sure thet they could instruct the tailor to stiteh the
dssirable pattern, The nos ibility of choosing the dedirable
materisl hed induced 6 per cent of the home makers to nrofer
tmgt_-_.md. garmsnts. Less than two per cent of the mothers
stated that thoy sreferred tailor-made garments for occasional
wear and also when they were uinable to stitch st home.
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As fig., 4 indicates, lsck of knowledge in construction,
higyh price of ready usde germonts, the dlfiiculty to conatruct
certain iteas anc the possibility for obtaining durable
construction were some of the rersone wost e:phasised by the
home nakerse. The other smasons are also shown Ain the figure
in thoir ordar of importance.

7. ZParsop daciding the pztterns

In 46 per cent of th: familiss the father decid«4d the
pattern, ’mong them 76 per cent gtatced that the father knew
the prevailing style, Since the mother 4id not have time,
the fatiher d:cided the pattern in the cess of 7 per cont
families. Since the teilor's ghop wes fer from the: house
14 p-r cent of the famllies were not able o dep-nd on tasilor.
They sllowed the father to decide the pstierm, The xother
being probibited from going osut of the house, the fathery
dzcided the nattern &n the case of four per cont fanilies,
Out of his own interest, the fathi:r decided the prttern
in the rest of the houses,

“dothar d2eid:d the pattern, in 49 familics, In 38
per cent of the f£amilies the mother 4-cid-4 the nsttern
because she kfaow the tests of her children. Six psr camt
stated thot the mother had good experience. In rest of the
famild s the mothery decided the nattern since there was no

othar nossibility,
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in 89 par ccnt of the fanilies, the tailor was alliowed
to decide the paitern, since hie knew the taste of tho customer
and th: pravalling style. The rest of the familice felt that
tallor is experienced, Henc: tney agreed th: pettern chosen
by hia.

In the renaining familizs, one of the fenily meabsrs
decided the pattorn b:cause they knew the privailing atyle.

abizty =ixty four per c:nt of the wmoth rs were found
to gaet their cunildren's shirt tailor made., Out of the above,
35 pur cent pald rupee ohe pur itca of shirt. ‘ITwenty six
pur cebt had to pay & 1 t0 2 per item of shirt. ‘The
reaaining two p}ar cent O0f the swothers pald more than %, 2
per itenm of shirte.

sbouscrey s Sixty five pexr cent of the mothers got their
children's trodsers talior-made. Thirty six per cent paid
below rupes one es talloring cherge for one item of trousers.
Twenty {ive per cent pald %, 1 to 2 for stitching one trousers.
Only four per cent of the moth.rs paid 3, 3 for stitching
ons trousersé. :

Zankss unl;y\ two per cont of the home-mak:rs nreferred
tallor-aade pants ana they peic below #, S per »ants,
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Biuhk 4rcass vnly ons per cent of the hom: makers
yet their childrens night dr«ss tailor msde. The tailoring
cherge paid by thean were Rupus ohe per ftom,

Babe suits One per cent of the mothers preferred
tallor unde babe suit for their children and they paid
3, 1 to 2 as talloring charges psr item,

SAEL'S Woaks

santies: Twenty eight per cent of the mothers nreferred
tallor-made pantics for their duaghters. ~mong them, 28
Per cent paid 50 paise per item, Only three per cent psid
pupee on: .or the panties.

2li21 7ZTwenty one pur cent of the hon -rakers wanted
their chiildren’s slips to be taillor-made. Fifteen per cent
of then »paid 50 paise per iten, snd the reuaining six per
cent paid one rup:-¢ per item,

Eiouaas Only four per cunt of the mothurs got their
children’s blousas tuilor-uade. All of them paid below one
rupce per ften,

25icts Awong the 7 per cent of the others who preferred
tailor made skirt, four per oont vaid B, 1 to 2 p:zr item and
the othusr 3 per cont psid ot rupee per skirt,

Sul¥ar Kanuest Only one per cent of the mothers seemad
to prefer tailor anade sulvar keances for children, 11 of tham
naid 3, 4 to 9 as tailoring charge per item,
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¥rogks 54 per cunt of the mothers praferrcd tallore
‘asde frocks, aohg tham, 35 per cent paid &, 1 ¢o 2 as
tailoring charge. . The tailoring charge psid by 16 per cent
of ths home mak:rs scemed to range from %, 2 to 3, waile
tw per cent of the .oothers paid %, 3 to 4, one ner cent
paid sbove % 3 per iten,

From the zbove, it wrs concluded that boy's shirt
and girl's frock were the conwon items got as tallor made,

50 far as tallor-made garoents were concerned, 99
per cent szeemed to be fully sstisfled with the garments
stitched by tailor for their chiléram. ‘mong the remaining
ten ner cent, £fiv:e Der »At were partianlly satisficd with
the tailor made grraents, and the other five per cent were

not st mll satisfilzd with the teailor made garments.

The r«asons for dbeing not satisfied with the tatlor

made garments are presanted in the Tahlae VIII,

PAGLE VIXI
REZSONS FOR TE: DISSATISFACTION WITH TAILOR MADE

GARMENTS

Reasongs Percentage

of families

stating
Fails to give oorrect fitting 7

jailor deaands more asterial then what is

rsetually noeded 42
Talloring charg: is too high 22
Tailor dons not stitch well 21
Tailor fails to follow the instruction 14

Tailor doss not give in tima 7
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Table VIII reveals that smong those who ware partially
and not at all satisfied, 71 per o-nt stat-d that the tasilore
made gsrments fail to give carrect fitting, Forty two per
cent opined that th: tailor dewande nre materiasl tt-un what

was ectuelly noeded, Twenty two per o:nt felt that the taile
oring charge ws high, Twenty onc per cent though! that tailor
does not stitch well, Fourteen poer cent wers of the opinion
that tailor feils to follow the instructions given. Seven
per caent statud that tailor does not give in time,.

10.

The sug.cations for improving tailor made garacnts

are indicat:d in teble iX &nd rigure 5.

T:BLE XX

SUGGE. TIRS FOR LMPRIVING TAILON MADE GARMENTS

sarcentage
S$uggestions of fanilins
) ‘ stating
Teilor should be qualified in his job 35,72
Tailor must hnve e elear knowlsage aoout
fashion and taste of the consuners 7.14
Teailor wust be loyrl to his work 7.14
Tailor .«uét give in time Ta14

Tailor must follow the instruction ;roperly T.14
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Table IX and Fige. 5 reveal the suggestions given by
64.3 per gont of the houcemahsrs for improving the ~uality
of tailox-aade germents, Thirty six per cent felt thet
teilor must be cquslified in his job, Seven par cent suggested
that the tzilor aust have clesar knolwedge ebout the fashion
and taste ot the custamers, The tailor must follow the
inatrustions given by thd customers properly was the suggastioh
yiven by seven per cent of the home :aakers. Another seven

ser cent suggastod that the tailor must be loyal to his

Thirty two familics preferred Home nade garmanmts, ~nd
the roasoas for the same are shown in Teble X and Pig. 6.
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TABIE X

RaiLONs FOR PRAFERRING HOM: MADE GARM: NTS

No, of

Reasons familics Parcentage
A means 0f saving aonsy 23 74.1
Garments of th« dcsired material
and pattern coculd be made 16 51.6
Leisure time coulé he spent
profitably 9 29
Knows tailoring and slso owns e
sewing machine 7 22.5%
Reveals the talent of the individual 6 19.3%
~titches are durable S 16.1
Lozs not want to give underxgarments
to tailor 4 12.8
Gives sotisfaction 3 9.6
Learns tailoring 2 7
Time 4is saved 2 7
Les: materfsl is nesded for home
osastruction ) § 3.2

Udives correct fitting ) § 3.2
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Seventy four per cent of the families preferred
hons-mnade grrments since it was a moang of saving ohey,.
The posusibility of getting garments of the desired material
and pattern induced 51 per cent of th: hom: makers to prefer
home-made garments. In order to sp-nd their leisure time
properly, 29 per cent referred home-made garments. Twenty
two per cent of the home-makers seea:d to have a thorough
knovledge in sewing and also they had sewing amachine of
their own, Henc: they preferred home-uade garm:ntse

Ninsteen nur cent preferrcd hone-made garasnts since it
gave them a chance to reveal their tel:-nt, Consid ring
hone-made gorments as durabl:, 16 per cent preferrcd home
jaade garmcnts. Ten per cunt folt that they could derive
satisfaction by homce sewinge. Seven per cent of the 0thors
secmed to be leerning talloring. Hence they wanted to stitch
at home. Thirt.ch per cunt of the moth:rs wanted to stitch
atlenst under gsraents at hom:, ao that they could ssve
aoney. uix per cont preferred hone-nede garients since
they could spend their time nrofitaitly, The reasining three
g.;et ocznt of the fanilies felt that by hom: sewing, garments
of correct f£itting could be oltained. Hence threy pr:faerred
honc=nads garnents.

12. [xecusncy of gonstrugtion at howes

The frequency of constructing garm-nts st home are

given in Table xI.
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TABLE XI

FREQUINCY OF CONSTRUCTING GARMENTS AT HOME

b}
Frequency 6:‘::;:;‘{;'

atating
Whenever they get time 45,16
Occasionally 32.26
“hanever necessary 6,45
Lmily 6.45
wWoekly 3.23
“hen the school reopens 3,23
Fregquently 3,23

The frecuency of constructing garasnts at home are
given in Table XI., Froa that it is cluar that 45 ner o nt
of the mothers stitched their children's garmsnts at home
whenever they got times Thirty two per cent stated thst
they would stitch th:ir children's garaents occasioaally.
six ner ce=nt of the mothsrs scemed to stitch daily at homa.
rnother six »er cent stated that they would stitch whenever
necessary, Three jer cent of the wwoth:rs seemed to stitch
once in a week, saony the ressining & per cent, thre: per
cunt seemed to stitch et tid reovening of th: nursery school
and the oth:r three frecuently,



$5

FLES. one 3er c nt of thoe oth:rs scemed to use all
types of materiel nancly natural snd synthetic fabrics for
constructing children's garm-nts 2t hoace Forty eight per
cont Oof the mothsrs used only cotton for home constructioa

bucause it was eesy to handle

chiEsi 7Twenty two per cant of the sothers seened
to stitceh their child®s shirt st home., Seven per ot
of the moth«rs se med o spcnd 2 hours to gconstruct om:
shirt, &Six per ccnt of the mothaers stoted that they had to
snend 90 ainutes to stitch one shirt. Four per cent of them
spent only 435 ainutas to stitch ono shire,.

arouserss Fourteeh per c:nt of the mothers constructed
their children'’s trousers at hom:, To comnlete one trousers
it took about on: and a half hours in the case of 7 ner cunt
mothers./ Four per cent of the imothars two hours were necded
to complatc one trouser. Thre: per cent of the mothars
were found to complite the trousers within half an howr.

Y

..' I:I .I - |

Zantiess Fifety ner cent of th: mothers scemed to
stitoh pentics at hom:e 'hile 37 per c'nt spent ten minutes
to coanlcte on: pamties, the rest took 15 udnutes to complete

ohe panticse
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2ling Thirty per cent of the wothers stitched their
children’s slip & homa, Twent; five per cent of the mothers
soent 30 minutas to complte one slip, For six per cent
the home-miskers, it took 20 minut: s to coauplete one siip.
Among the resaining six per ceit of the mothers, three ner
cant sp:=nt 135 minut-s tO complete one slip and the aothey
thres per cent took nesrly an hour to coaplete the germent.

akirts &ix per c=nt of the mothers stitched their
childrsn's skirt at homc, rhile three per cunt spent half
an bour to coiplete one skirt, ths others sment 45 minutes
to complate the ssae,

gulvar Kaseqgs Only threc per cent of the mothors
atitched sulver kameas at hom: and they sp.nt 48 minutes to
complete the same,

ipeeks Fifty per ount of ths mothers stitched their
children®s frock at h-ae, Mmong then, 28 ver cantj:;a hour
to ocomplete o frock, seven per cent 0f the mothers ne«ded
two hours to complete the seme, 2Among the reszining 1% per
cent, seven per cent sepcht 90 minut s to complete the frock
end the r-eot had to zpoend 45 minutes for the same.

Sixty eight per cent of the mothers seemed to have}no
probl:ia in constructing ga mant: at hone, The difficulties
faced by the reaaining 32 per cent of the families are given

{n Teble XIiI,
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TABLE KIX
PROBLLEAS FACED IN HOME SuWING

Percentege of .

“robl ems faniliecs stating
Mo gewing sachine 70
Insdecuscy of time 20
sewing machine is under repair 10

From Table XII it is undarstood th:t out of the
32 por cent of the moth:rs who had Aifficulty in home sawing
70 per cent possces=d no sewing aachine, Twenty per cent of
then felt thet they 4id not have zderuste tine to construct
garments st homse. In the remaining 10 per c at of the homes,
sewing machine was found to be under repair.

tone of thaa sv. med to take any measure to overcome

the abave problams.

The itaus preferred under th- three typ:s nanely,

Home-made, Teillor-asde and Heady aade ere given in Table
XIXX and Fige. 6.
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TABLE XIIL

COMPARISOR OF THi ITHNS PRAFEARLD AB READY MnD§, TAILOR
HALE ARD HOME MADE

Percentage of mothers preferring

I tens " e e W o e w W o w ow

Ready made Tailor nade Hone made

Eay's vears
Trousers a4 6% 14
shirt a1 64 22
Banfians ' - 17 - -
Beba suit 48 1 -
GAEL' S KeRK
Frock 75 34 SO
Pantias 33 28 L
slip - 21 30
Baxs imaxs

Froa the above table and Fig.fl, it is clear that tsilor
made trouscers win the first preference, HNaxt in the order
come Rendy-made and Homeemade trousers. Hajority, namedy 64
per cent prefer talloressde shirt for their sons. Home nmade
and tatlor-msde shirte ocom: next in the order of preferense.
Banvisns sre bought as resdy-mads snd not made et home or
given to tailor. Roady nadd Babs suit are praferr:d by
majority of the hoae-makdrs.
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yroak forms the major item in girl's wear. HMaximum
msnbsr of taniliecs nanmely 73 per cent preferred ready made
irocks, Tailor mede and home made f£rock come naxt. They
ware preferred more or less ecuaily.

Home made panties  oxe givan first preference. Ready-
aade and tallor mande penties oov next, Slips  arve meinly
made at home and got as tallor made. It is cvidemt that no
one profexs the repdy made slip.

17. dsatistical snalvsias

The statisticsl asnalysis (spoendix ii) reveels that
there is co=relation between the income of the fanily and
axp nditure on pre-gchool:ras clothing. The findings are

significant at one per cent laevel,



Vo SUMMARY AND CONCLUBI N
The study was aim:=d towerds findinq out the :essons for
mothers' preference a ong ready apdg, toilor made znd home
unde garments for pre-schoolers. The a thod followed for
collecting information weras- * Interviewv', XA total nunber

of 150 haas aakers belonging to the alddle income group

and having preschool children formed the sanple for the

study. Since pre school age is the period for the flower-

ing of the self, th¢ study wrs concantrated towsrds the
yJopments of the pre-schoolers.
The study furnished the following factss

1. The percentage of families preferring r-ady .nade,
tailor aade and hom: madce gar:wnts were 6,15 and ome
respectivaly. Conbin:ti ns such a8 (1) resdy sade and
tailor aade, (2) hoxne made and ready made, and
(3) tailor m=d4: and hows made were Sreferred by 59,

7 and four per cent of the mothers respectively,.
Nin» per cent seumed to prefer all the thres types of
geraents. ‘

2. Fashion rightness and attractive colour combination
ware the most important ressons for mother's preferring
reafiy-nade garments. FIrock and Babasuit were the major
itens bought as reedy-made. They were preferred for

informal wear.
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3. Lack of knowlege in germent construction and the
difficulty in constructing certain iteas were found
to ba th: p..dominant points for mothers praferxing
Teilor made gurments, Some mothers praferred Tailor
mede garments for the fact that it is less costlier
than resdy-nande. Trousers, shirt and frock were the
mejor tailor made items preferr-d for preschoolers.

4. The others who orefaerred home made garments, stated
that it ia a means of saving .oney and gatting gara nte
of dusired malerial and pattern. Frock, panties and
slip formed the major items for homs sowing.

The suggestions given by the mothers, revenl the £act
that the axisting ~uslity of material, stitches and cblour
combin: tion of the r:ady made are not upto the setisfaotion
of the wothers. rurtiwr they fecl that the nrice of ready
nade garments are too high.

As regaprds teilor made garments, the mothers stated
that the tailor must be qualified and loyal in his work.

Lack of tize, nonaveilability of sufitable basie natt:arns
and sewing machins wege the problems faced by the home-
makers in sewing garaents at home.

In conclugsion, the invaestigator would 1like to noint
out that except for a few ftems purchascd as ready made end
few i{tens s:=wn at home, tailor made germcnts were found to be
preferred by most of the home-aakers.
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APPENDIX X

SRYI AVINASRILIKGAM HOME SCIENCE COLLEGE
COIMBATORE, 113
INTERVIEW SCIEDULE T0 BLICIT INFORMATIOR OX MOTUER'S
PREFERENCE AMONG READY MADE, TAILOR MADE AND  THOME
MADFE GAYMENTS FOR PRE-SC100L C'1ILDEEN

I,
Nae 0f t.:e Lione .aker s
sd8ress of the home muker ]
itate H '
Type of family ¢ Joint family ( )
Xuclear family( )
¥
AR IOl 4 & o SPUA SNA -«
51, Nem:e of ielationship . Fducos Total O
No. the to the nead ’\;:&:': tional "::;'g“‘ salury per %
family of the family status month 1in O,
enbere ~
0 P TIPS TS TP E TS S DDA S e e e ae O cocceas |
Dther sourees of incomes
i.and s ( )
ilouse os ( ,
{attle oo ( }
Interest from the bank ( )
Any other se ( )

(1)



LI. a) Do you asintain e budget ?

Yos |{ ) do )

b} How much money do you sllot for family clothihg/year ?

c) Froa the above, specify the awount spent on children's
clothing.

113, @) %hiclone of the following @ you nrefer most for your

childron ?

1) Realy made garmonts (
2) Tellor made garments (
3) Home wade yarments (

b} If you prefer ready nesde garments state your reassons
for the sanc,

1.
2.
3.
4
3.
6.
7.

o) In the following for which do you prefer ready ma
garments ? »
1) Occasional wear
2) s>chool weax
3) tHome wear
4) Others

o em gm
- o e

(14)



4a)

e)

b)

-})

List the garaents you tuy ss ready anesde snd svecify
their svarage H»rice

Boy's waear Average Girl's war Aver-
i‘st.---‘-’-- p‘t“ s.“o. - ® o * e e 280
Items bought in s, Gms bow nrice
per item g (9& in %,/
im

.I. thore any inforiaation lakel on the garm=nt ?
Yes { }) B ()
If yes, 4o you follow the lebel informatin ?
Yas ) e ( )
If yes, to what axtent are you helped by the instruction?

-
»

If no, state your problcas in following the lqblo :
Ainformstion

(111)



iz.

1)

3)

a)

b)

Are you setisfisd with the ready aede garinents you buy?
Yes ( ) No ¢ )

If no, give your sugeations for iaoroving the ssme.

8

2o

3.

4.

5.

If you praefer tailor made germents, specify your

readons.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Se

6.

who dacidas the pattarn for th: gara:nts and give ressonss

P?erson deciding Reasons

- AP e e W G S s W A W S S G Y W GF W S W OB W WD G W g W g

(iv)



c) vhich »£ the garments do you get tailor made and how
wuch charge do you pay for each ?

S oMo BoOy's wear Talloring Girl's wear Tailoring
e i - " e e oaw W e chftqﬁ 1!! 5.“0. - o o o = Chatw ‘n
Itens bought 5./item Items bought %,/item

d) | Are you satisfiad with the teilor made germents ?

Yes ( ) Ko ( )
a) If no, give reasons and suggestiorg for imnroving the
somes
BuosQnst
suggastionss

(v)



IX1. a) 1f you prefer home mpde gamments, give your ressons,
1.
2o
3.
4o
Se

b) How often do you construct your children's germ-nts ?

c) whet type of metarisl do you use to construct gsrmants
at home 2

4a) which of the following gura-nts do you construct at
home an:. specify the time spent on each

HeNOo Getﬁnnta stitched in home Time speft on each
garaent

- e W W ap G A wp G@F W A W W ) @ W G W AR S W ep A g T am W ™

e) Lo you heve any dlfficulty in constructing garascnts at
nhome ?

Yes ) No ( )

If yes, specify your difiiculties and stete vhat o asux=g
you taks to solve them,

(vi)



APPENDIX II

STATISTICAL ABALYS IS

2haecyed IXeaucRCVE

Hange of Exanditure on pre-schooler's Garmants

axXpenditure '
Renge 0100 101-200 201 - 300 301 - 400 Total
L .
500 -« 600 41 23 | 1 66
601 -« 700 26 11 1 1 .37
701 « 80 9 8 2 3 30
801 - 900 4 8 - - 12
900 - 1000 5 d 3 - 10
1001 - 1100 2 - 1 - 3
1101 - 1250 1 1 - - 2
Toteal 83 53 8 3 1%0
poated Zroauancy:
1. 37.84 23.32 3.52 1,323
2 21.21 13.07 1.973 0.7399
3. 11.47 7.066 1.087 0.3999
4. 6,723 4,24 0.64 D.24
Se 5.733 4.24 03333 Je2
6. 1.72 1.060 0.16 0,05979
7. 1.147 0.7066 0.1067 0.03999

(vii)



:2 is calculated using the formula, x? s (O-E)2

E
~here, O is the observed value i

E is the expacted vslue

= (4 - 37.86)2 *+ (2} - 23.32)2 * (1l - 3.52}2 + (1 - 1.323)2

37.84 23.32 3.852 1.32)

e (26 - 21,2002 ¢ (11 = 13,012 & (1 - 1.973)2¢(1-,7399) 2
21,21 13.07 1.973" <7399

(9 = 11,472 ¢ (8 = 7.066)% & (2 - 1.067)% ¢ (1 - .3099)2

11.47 7.066 1,087 + 3999

(4 =6.7230% ¢ (8 = 4,202 ¢ (0 - 6002 + (0 - 202

6.723 4.24 0.64 0.24

(S = 57302 ¢ (2- 4.20% ¢ (3 - 0.5333)% ¢ (0.-0.2)2

5.732 4.24 0,5333 0.2

£ (2> 1.72)%2 ¢ (0 = 1.060)% ¢ (1 = 0.16)% + (0 - .0%999)2

R e T Y L

1.72 1.0060 .16 0.,25999

# (1= 1.2472 4 (1 = .7066)2 + (0 ~ .1067)% +(0 -.03999)2

1,147% 0.7066 041967 0.03999
= 40,9103
significent at 1% level

s ¥We reject the hyjothesis of indepandi:nce between the income
of the £riily and expenditure on pre-childrents clothing.

te. Thore is esseocistion between the cxpenditure onh pre-school
childrean's clothing and the income range of the f£ailles.

(viti)



