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Ethnic Silhouettes: An Interpretation of the ‘Community’ in the Select Works of 

M.G. Vassanji in the light of New Historicism.
Abstract
The present study investigates the evolution and existence of  Vassanji's fictional 'community' which represents the minority, immigrant and displaced communities silhouetted against the facade of globalisation in the select works of  M. G. Vassanji, The Gunny Sack, No New Land, The Book of Secrets, Amriika, The Assassin’s Song and A Place Within: Rediscovering India. The ethnic silhouettes are brought into focus in the light of new historicism by means of interpretation and contextualising literary texts. This literary interpretation of the community has been intended to spread out scope and ideas. The new historical apparatuses and concepts applied in the present study have been 'Anecdote', 'Thick Description' and 'Counter History.' 

The study achieves the following: implementation of a critical inquiry into the origin and evolutionary history of the 'community'; construal of ethnographic patterns of the community life; interpretation of counter history of the community against world events and to contextualise the community in past and present.  On the whole, the focus of the study has been to examine and interpret Vassanji's fictional community with both literary and non-literary references. The study contemplates the community’s audacity and enterprising fortitude; their ability to make most of the opportunities and cull out optimal profits from them; to adapt and assimilate the variegating drifts.
