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CHAPTER I


                                     INTRODUCTION   

The tribal, in general are endogamous groups sharing common language and culture. They are living under varying geo-ecological setting of hills and forest and far removed from modern convenience of life. The tribes are the economically backward ethnic group. In India, there are a large number of tribal groups and they are food gatherers, hunters, forestland cultivators, and minor forest product collectors. They lived in isolation with near to nature hence, called Son of soil. Various authorities have described them by different names Sri Herbert Risley and Lacey (1904: Pp: 218), Mr. V. Elwin and Shri. A.V. Thakar called them “Aboriginals”; Sir Baines included them under the category of “Hill Tribes” and also calls them “jungle people, forest tribes or folk”; Dr. Hutton calls them as “primitive tribes” (1931; Pp. 391). The eminent Indian anthropologist and sociologist, calls them “Backward Hindus” Ghurey (1943; Pp.21) which was sited by Memoria (1957; Pp. 19-32). Article 342 of Indian constitution related to special provision in respect of “Scheduled Tribes”, (STs) which are defined as the “tribes or tribal communities or parts of or group within tribal communities which the President may specify by public notification. Tribes constituted separate socio-cultural groups having distinct customs, traditions, marriage, kinship, property inheritance system and living largely in agricultural and pre-agricultural level of technology. The dependency on nature and impoverished economy are effect population growth and control, literacy, educational attainment, and sex ratio.  


According to 2001 census, there are about 573 tribes with 84.3 million population constituting 8.2 percent of the country’s population. It is the second largest tribal population in the world, next to Africa. These 573 tribal groups, which are sub-divided into groups, which are speeded over the country, but mostly concentrated in the hilly and forest regions. These tribes differ considerably from one another linguistically, racially and in their culture, benefits, myths and customs. Scheduled Tribes are mostly constituted in the state of Orissa, Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan, where they are about 80 percent of the total population of India. In some North Eastern states they are more than 80 percent of the total population. The STs comprised 7.7 percent 8.08 percent and 8.2 percent of India’s total population in 1981, 1991 and 2001 respectively. (Tripathy, 2007).              


Nearly 22 percent of tribal inhabitations have less than 100 population and more than 40 percent have 100 to less than 300 people, while others have less than 500 people. According to 2001 census, Scheduled tribes are the largest in Madhya Pradesh followed by Maharashtra, Orissa, and Jharkhand. According to 2001 census, the population of Scheduled Tribes in Tamil Nadu is 6.51lakhs.Thirty six STs have been notified in Tamilnadu by the scheduled tribes order (Amendment) act, 1976. The growth rate of ST population in the decade 1991-2001, 13.4 percent is higher than the overall growth rate of 11.7 percent of the state. As per the 2001 census, among the numerically large STs, Kurumanas have reported the highest growth rate of 43 percent, followed by Malyali (24 percent), Irular (12.1 percent) and Kattunayakan (5.8 percent). (Aruselvam, 2011).                 

              Promotion of all round development of the tribes inhabiting the length and breadth of the country has received priority attention of the government. There is no doubt that the health status and living conditions of the tribal people throughout the country is very poor owing to wide spread poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition and isolation. Different studies (Basu, 1986, 1990, Rizvi, 1986, Chaudhari 1986 et.al, Swain et.al, 1990: Sahu 1992, 1995, 2005) have tried to establish this with help of morbidity; mortality and health statistics. Irulas are the second tribe of Tamilnadu. According to the work done by Edgar Thurston (1909), the name Irula means darkness or blackness (irul). The Irulas are found mainly in the southern and eastern slopes of the Nilgiris hills. They are generally considered to have shifted to the Nilgiris from the hilly terrains of Attapadi and Siruvani valleys in Kerala and the adjoining Anaikatti area in Coimbatore. In Tamilnadu; they are known by names such as Eruligaru, Soligaru, and Kadu Pujari. Irulas currently are mainly agriculturalists, their main crops being the same for all people in the area: paddy, raggi, dhal, plantains, chilies, and turmeric. Both men and women take an active part in agriculture, hunting, and the rearing of children.     


Though a numerous studies are available on the Irula tribal communities of Tamilnadu, very few studies have attempted to explore the living conditions of the primitive tribes of Tamilnadu. Most of the studies on Irulas are sporadic and fragmented in nature and do not adequately cover their demographic profile and living conditions. Against this backdrop, the present study has been conducted to observe the dynamics of demographic profile and living conditions of the Tribal community. As in all societies the economic role of men and women are sharply distinguished. In societies characterized by hunting and food gathering, hunting is the job of men while collection of fruits, edible roots and tubers is the work of Women. Among the Birhor the women, however, join in the processes involved in the supplementary occupation of making of ropes. The women cook the meals look after the children and generally manage the affairs of the household. In pastoral societies, the most picturesque example of which is provided by the Toda of Nilgiris, it is the men look after the cattle. It is taboo for women to enter the dairies since they are considered to be impure. The bulk of the tribal population in India subsists on agriculture. The women exclusively look after transplanting and harvesting; ploughing, leveling, irrigation as well as watching the crops is the work of men. Women fetch water from the distant springs, collect fire wood for fuel, clean the house, cook the meals and look after the children. Ploughing the field and thatching the roof are absolutely taboo for them.  


Compared to middle India the economic role of women is more significant in parts of central and western Himalayas. All over the region polyandry is practiced. The tribals all over the world generally inhabit the hilly and inaccessible areas. In our country too one could see the aboriginals making thick and inaccessible forest areas their abode. They were far removed from the mainstream of Indian life for a very long time. Fortunately the policy of isolation and separation which for long had been the keynote of the government’s tribal policy i.e., a policy of integration for over a period of two or three decades. The constitution adopted by independent India guarantees certain rights to the tribal people and the areas they inhabit have been declared scheduled areas which receive special attention from administrators and planners. Against the background of the constitutional provisions protecting the interests of the tribals and an assessment of their problems, cultural and socio-economic, several ameliorative measures have been taken for the overall development of the tribal communities. Tribal areas have also been brought under the ambit of planning and a transformation is slowly taking place in many tribal areas in the states. 


This tribe, which operated at that time as a community, moved from district to district carrying salt from the coastal areas to the inland district of the Presidency. Grain and other forest produce was brought from the inland districts and bartered in the coastal areas. Donkeys and bullocks were used to carry this merchandise. Thus the tribe was nomadic, with trading its principal means of livelihood. The tribe also made mats and baskets, but this activity supported them only partially. There are 36 tribal communities in Tamilnadu. Out of this, six communities were identified as Primitive Tribal Groups. The tribal population in Tamilnadu according to 2001 census is 6.51 lakhs representing 1.04 percent of the total population (Census, 2001).
             Nilgiris are characterized by a pronounced seasonality with respect to hygric conditions, (i.e.) the absence or presence of water in terms of humidity in air, water, soil moisture and ground water. On an average of 15 to 20 days 250-500 mm of rain are registered over most of the Nilgiri and their surroundings. The Nilgiri plateau make up the four vegetation types to be distinguished, viz., the moist ever green forest, the dry deciduous forest, the evergreen montane forest and the grass lands and savannas. For administrative purpose the Nilgiris District is divided into six Taluks, viz., Udhagamandalam, Gudalur, Pandalur, Coonoor, Kotagiri and Kundah. The Udhagamandalam town, also called as Ooty or Ootacamund or Udhagai, is the head-quarters of the district administration. The total population of the Nilgiri district is 7.64 lakhs, out of which the total Scheduled Tribes population was 28378, constituting 4.32 percent of the total general population. The Scheduled tribe population in Nilgiri district is not evenly distributed in the six Taluks. 32.08 percent of them live in Pandalur Taluk; 24.10 percent of them live in Kotagiri Taluk; 14.33 percent of them are in Gudalur Taluk; 13.16 percent of the tribes live in Kundah Taluk; 9.27 percent of the in Udhagamandalam Taluk and remaining 6.96 percent live in Coonoor Taluk (Census, 2001).      


The Todas maintain a large-borned race of semi domesticated buffaloes, on whose milk and its products (butter and Ney) they still depend largely, though to a less extent than in bygone days before the establishment of the Ootacamund bazaar, for existence. It has been said that “a Toda’s wordly wealth is judged by the number of buffaloes he owns. The Todas lead for the most part a simple pastoral life. The Todas consider it beneath their dignity to cultivate land. The daily life of a Toda woman has been summed up as lounging about the mad or mand (Toda settlement), buttering and curling her hair, and cooking. The women have been described as free from the ungracious and menial- like timidity of the generality of the sex in the plains.


The major objective of the Plan, particularly the Eight Plan (1992-97) was to bridge the gap between the development of scheduled caste and other sectors of the society and to eliminate all forms of oppression of scheduled castes, suppression of their rights, untouchability non payment of minimum wages ect, for the economic development of scheduled castes, other backward classes and minorities. Three National Level Apex Bodies were setup in India to enhance the living conditions of the low privileged classes of the society. They are: (i) The National Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation (1992), (ii) the National Minorities Development and Finance Corporation (1994-95) and (iii) the National Safai Karamchari Finance and Development Corporation (1996-97) which act as catalystic agents in developing schemes for employment generation and financing pilot projects.  


The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes Development Corporations strengthened the activities of the Tribals to enable proper identification of beneficiaries; selection of projects in non-traditional as well as traditional areas and matching them with the capabilities of the beneficiaries; provide financial assistance to lessen the burden of repayment liability; and to facilitate the flow of credit through financial institutions for these projects; ensure tie-up with poverty alleviation programmes like Integrated Rural Development Programme; provide necessary infrastructure support where necessary to enable the group of beneficiaries to take up their own ventures in a common work place; organize training in different skills to the target group; arrange for inputs such as supply of raw-materials, marketing of finished good etc., and monitor the implementation of the projects.   

              The Ninth Plan (1997-2002) has committed to ensure the normally disadvantaged group to achieve all round development of Scheduled Castes through social empowerment and social justice. To improve the educational standards of scheduled castes, Department of education released more funds for opening of a primary school within one kilometer walking distance for inhabitants of 200 populations and abolition of tuition fees in Government schools in all states. To enable scheduled caste students to pursue higher technical studies the following provisions have been extended by the Department of Secondary and Higher Education-reservation of seats for scheduled castes in the Central Government institutions of higher education including Indian Institute of technology (IITS), Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Regional Engineering Collages (RECs) ect., provision for admissions to universities, colleges and technical institutions, remedial and special coaching for scheduled caste students to improve their academic skills ect. The scheme of Special Educational Developmental Programmes for scheduled caste girls belonging to low literacy districts introduced in 1996-1997 which aims to establish special residential schools for scheduled caste girls who are first generate learners from low literacy pockets.   


In the field of labour and employment, the Ministry of labour was implementing special training and rehabilitation Programme for scheduled castes to equip them with necessary training in up gradation of skills. The scheme of coaching using guidance centre for scheduled caste was implemented through 22 centers in various States to provide occupational information as well as individual guidance.

          For economic empowerment, Tenth plan laid emphasis on development of small entrepreneurship through formation of self help group, modernization of skills, optimizing the traditional ability of scheduled castes in agricultural production and reinvigorating of on-going poverty alleviation programmes. For social justice, Tenth plan emphasized three pronged strategy of awareness generation, conscientisation of the target group and sensitizing both officials and non officials. 

In order to find out weather the development programmes have really benefited the people in Nilgiris District, a case study was undertaken at micro level covering Two Blocks out of Six Blocks exist in the District, by studying the Socio-Economic Profile of the people in the selected area. Hence, the investigator is interested in analyzing the total number of population in India at different states and also at district level. Further the study tries to analyze the factors determining labour force participation of Women, given the economic and domestic constraints with the following objectives,

Objectives of the study

    (i)  
To study the demographic profile of Tribal population in India/State and District level.

    (ii)  
Socio-Economic Profile of the people in the selected area.

    (iii) Factors determining labour force participation of women, given the economic and domestic constraints.

    (iv) 
To analyze the relationship between the income and expenditure of the selected group.

    (v)  To analyze the problems of the respondent and suggest measures to  improve the status of SC/ST women in Nilgiris district.       

                                   CHAPTER II

                       REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The literature relating to the current research work on “Socio Economic and Demographic characteristics of SC/ST Women in Nilgiris District” is discussed in this chapter under the following heads.
i. Tribals in India
ii. Socio-economic Status of Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribes in India                                                                                                                                                                                                               

iii. Women Employment in Formal/Informal Sector  
iv. Women and agriculture

v. Tribal Development and Five Year Plan

 Tribals in India
Kalian et al., (1997) have studied on socio-economic and demographic structure of tribal communities in Rajasthan during 1971-1991. According to them, the variation in the growth rate among tribes showed a significant change. Sex ratio was found to be higher among them and it seemed to be improving in favour of females. The literacy and educational level was in a dilapidated condition which prevented development sprit of the tribals. The work participation rate inflated sharply the decennial period 1971-81. This was accounted for the sharp rise in the work participation among females. 

Patil, et.al, (1999) analyzed the “Socio-Economic status of the Adivasi CO-operative Members in Tribal Area”. The main objective of the study was to assess the socio-economic status of the members of the Adivasi Co-operatives in tribal area. The study had found that 53.64 percent of the respondent was in ‘medium’ socio-economic status category, while 31.28 percent belonged to ‘low’ socio-economic status. The study had identified the Progress made by the tribals in the social fields and the Economic development brought out due to various development programmes in India.  

Mankad, et.al, (1999) analyzed the “Problems and Suggestion of the Tribal Farmers in availing the benefits of Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP)”. The main objectives of the study were: to (i) to understand the problems of the tribal farmers in performing their occupation and in availing the benefits of the tribal farmers about the suggestions of the tribal farmers about various aspects of ITDP and (ii) to obtain the suggestions of the tribal farmers about various aspects of ITDP. Primary source data was used in the study. The problems experienced by the farmers were many; among which situational, economic and communication related problems were very much severe. Therefore, the study suggested that necessary steps should be taken to find a strong network of organization dealing with inputs supply, viz., finance and communication in the tribal areas.

Kumar, (2001) made a study on “Tobacco Use: An Health concern”. According to the study of the million adults tobacco consumers in India, only 2.5 million (12.5 percent) smoke cigarettes and remaining 87 percent of the people non-smoking tobacco. In the rural areas, among those above the age of 15 years, 55 percent of men and 16 percent of women used tobacco whereas in urban areas this figure was 37 and 8 percent respectively. 

Singh, (2002) conducted a study on “Substance abuse in India: An analysis of NSS 52nd round data”. The study stated that 20.8 percent of the people above 10 years of age regularly consumed bidi/cigarette, 13.6 percent in the form of chewing, 5.4 percent alcohol and about 0.2 percent ganja, charas or opium. Anyone from of substance use was reported by about 27.5 percent of the population in India.  

Venkata Naidu, (2004) studied “Women Participation in Agricultural Sector”. The main objectives of the study were: (i) to find out the extent of participation of women in workforce, (ii) to study the relationship between land holding size and participation of women in work activity and (iii) to identify the factors associated with the women workers participation. Primary source of data was used in this study. The study found that women participation was found to be high among the households dependent on agricultural pursuit and a large proportion of women were found at work among the small and marginal farmers as compared to large farmers. The author of the study had suggested some measures to improve the activities of Women by reducing wage disparities particularly of the women agricultural labourers and also reducing the number of working hours for Women, by providing women’s awareness Programme on women’s rights. 

Meena, et.al, (2004) analyzed the “Extent of Adoption of improved Practices of Animal Husbandry among the tribal and Non-Tribal Farm Women”. The main objectives of the study were: (i) to study the extent of adoption of improved practices of animal husbandry among the tribal and non-tribal farm women and (ii) to find out the difference of adoption between non-tribal and tribal farm women with regard to improved animal husbandry practices by using Primary sources of data. Non-tribal farm women have higher adoption of improved practices of animal husbandry than the tribal farm women. There was significant difference between both the types of tribal and non-tribal farm women regarding adoption of improved practices of animal husbandry. The study recommended that tribal farm women were required to be persuaded more and more by the extension agencies for speeding up the adoption of animal husbandry. It also recommended advanced techniques of animal husbandry should be trained to women, but tribal farm women should be imparted training, specifically in “Breeding”, “Feeding” and “Milking” of animals. 

Debral et al., (2004) observed that males outnumber females in most of the age groups and the sex ratio of the tribes was higher as compared to all Delhi population. Younger population, particularly the females, showed improvement in the level of education. However, inspite of adoption of modern technologies and availing modern facilities, they still have conservation thoughts, lower female status and social actions such as ‘Pardah’ system. Thus, an effective evaluation of present demographic profile was required in developing an educated population with appropriate demographic behaviour.

Acharya, (2005) studied literacy rate for the year 1998-99. The findings of the study showed that the females were far behind the males in literacy rate in tribal community. The absence of upper primary school and high school within the study area was reported to be the major stumbling block for increasing the percentage of enrolment at upper primary and secondary levels of education.

Prakash Chandra Panigrahy, (2009) attempted to study on “Dynamics of Tribal Development: Trends and Evidences from KBK District of Orissa”. The main objectives of the study were (i) to highlight the extent of disparity manifested in the sphere of education among the tribals and non-tribals in Orissa, (ii) to suggest measures for appropriate policy intervention. Secondary sources of data from census have seen was collected and used in the present study. Two blocks from each district one rural; interior backward block and the other one comparatively advanced and urban block selected. The study revealed that the Non-tribal Districts are comparatively highly advanced both economically highly advanced both economically and also in terms of literacy than the tribal dominated backward districts, which has been exhibited in the Tribal District. It was found that the literacy rate among the ST population was the lowest compared to general and SC category in all India level. The study identified a gender gap of 21.46 among the tribal females in India. In KBK district in Orissa, Bolangir district has the lowest male literacy. The Gender gap between the male and females literacy was highest in Kalahandi (33.4 percent) followed by Bolangir (32.2 percent). It was found that there has been glaring disparity in the development of primary education in Orissa, particularly in KBK districts. Because it was observed that there are large numbers of one teacher school in the interior tribal pockets. The teacher never attends the school and the supervisor never supervises. Due to lack of communication and awareness tribal children help their parents in income generating activities.

The study suggested that the teachers should have sincerity of purpose and dedicated attitude to serve the tribal students corruption must be minimized if not eliminated to accelerate tribal education in KBK districts, which will act as catalyst to minimize the rural-urban divide.   

S.A.Sujatha, (2010) has analyzed the “Socio-economic conditions of Farmers in different Farming systems: A Micro Study”. The main objectives of the study was to understand socio-economic conditions of the farmers in the region and to estimate farm income and its composition as also the extent of commercialization of farm enterprises. The study was conducted in the Hassan District of Karnataka. There was a striking transition from Malnad, Semi-Malnad and Maidans in Hassan. Primary source of data was used in this study. The data comprised general characteristics such as educational qualification, occupation land holding and its type, annual production expenditure, amount of family labour used, amount of hired labour used ect. The study focused on the cropping pattern and livestock size and farming systems. Thus by-products played an important role in undertaking different combinations of enterprises. Ragi and paddy were more popular and grown extensively on farmer’s fields. Thus the study found that in all the categories of farmers, large quantities of by-products from ragi were obtained out of the total value of by-products. This was because large area under ragi crop, which yielded large amount of straw. Paddy was the next best yielder of byproducts. Thus it implied that the farmers attached greater importance to fodder production in their farming systems.     
Kusugal et.al, (2010) has analyzed the “Rural Non-Farm Employment for Women in India: An Analysis if its size and Determinants”. The main objectives of the study were: (i) to examine the growth of rural non-farm employment for Women in India and (ii) to identify the factors contributing to the growth of rural non-farm employment for males and females. The study offered policy guidelines for sustained growth of rural non-farm employment in India for both males and females in the era of globalization. The study was based on secondary data collected from various quinquennial surveys on employment-unemployment situation in India published by NSSO. Thus the study found that the occupational shift of Women towards rural non-farm sector was mainly driven by the poverty/distress related factors, whereas in respect of males, it was determined by growth related factors originating from agriculture. A shift of workers away from agriculture in favour of the rural non-farm sector tried to raise the wage rates of the existing labourers in agriculture and thereby contributed to a decline in poverty. Occupational diversification in favour of Rural Non-farm sector, therefore, had dual impact, direct and indirect, on reduction of poverty.   

Arulselvam et al., (2011) have analyzed the “Demographic Profile and Living Conditions of Tribal Population: A case study”. Primary source of data was used in this study. Thus the study found that most of the tribals were illiterate. Economic necessity was the main cause of working with the available job in the village itself. Tribal’s involvement in self employment activities was quite low due to poverty, illiteracy, lack of knowledge and infrastructural facilities and it also revealed that average distance of public health facilities were high. Therefore, study suggest that adequate efforts should be made to impart necessary training and skill to empower the tribals through demonstration as such it is of utmost importance that they provided the basic education in an informal and friendly manner in accordance with their convenience. It would be appropriate to improve educational and developmental programmes to improve their living conditions among the tribal communities.     

ii. Studies related to Socio-Economic Status of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) in India

Aijaz and Mongo, (1990) studied “Educational development of Scheduled tribes in Maharashtra, Orissa and Tamil Nadu”. The study noted that in Maharashtra between 1971-1981 Scheduled castes literacy has improved from 15.78 percent to 35.56 percent. Scheduled caste male literacy rate was 48.85 percent while female rate was 21.50 percent. The district of Greater Bombay had highest Scheduled caste literacy rate (46.34 percent) while Chandrapur had the lowest Scheduled caste literacy rate (9.97 percent)  

              In Tamil Nadu between 1971-1981, Scheduled caste literacy rate has increased from 29.67 percent to 35.98 percent. The literacy rate which was 14.66 percent in 1961 increased to 21.82 percent in 1971 and 29.67 percent in 1981. Progress has been noticed in districts like Madras, Coimbatore, Nilgiris and Thanjavur where the literacy rate had increased from 44 percent to 52.05 percent, 14.39 percent to 24.14 percent, 32.25 percent to 46.20 percent and 20.61 percent to 30.75 percent respectively in 1971-1981 decade. At the time of the 2001 census the best educated districts were Thanjavur and Thirunelveli. As per the study scheduled castes male literacy rate was 40.96percent against the general literacy rate of 57.19 percent in 1981. Scheduled castes females literacy rate of 34.12 percent in 1981.   

             According the study in Orissa during 1971-1981,there was an increase of 30.33 percent in the literacy rate for the general population while it was 43.77percent for the scheduled castes During 1971-1981,increase in the literacy rate for scheduled caste male had been 35.80 percent against 22.29 percent for general males. The scheduled caste female literacy rate increased by 82.91 percent against that of 53.53 percent for the general in the 1971-1981 decade. To improve the educational status of scheduled caste, the study recommended the provision of vocational education for scheduled caste students and mahila mandals could be entrusted with the task of mobilizing the participation of younger girls and older women in the programmes of adult education and functional literacy.

                Sushma Barik, (1996) attempted a study on “Education and economic development of scheduled castes. The case of Orissa, the literacy rate among the scheduled caste was 30.19 percent in 1991. The percentage of enrolment of scheduled caste children at the primary school stage was 17.26 percent and that of middle school level was 14.6 percent of the total enrolment. The enrolment of scheduled caste girls at primary stage of school education was 36.51 percent of the total enrolment. The study identified the factors hindering the spread of education among the scheduled caste as lack of motivation, high cost of education, prevalence of child labour and lack of social work.

               Gurupada Chakrabarty, (2000) analyzed “Income status of scheduled caste in Uttar Pradesh” through national-wide sample survey of rural household in the states of Uttar Pradesh. The basic objectives of the study were to make a comparative of the study assessment of incidence of poverty among scheduled castes and others had attempt a disaggregation of an estimated inequality in the distribution of income. According to the study the mean income among scheduled castes was lower (Rs.3060) while among others it was Rs.4678 per person per year. The estimated gini co-efficient of inequality for Scheduled castes were 0.3931 while for others it was 0.4272.     

               The study estimated parameters of measurement of various aspects of poverty among scheduled castes and others. The study estimated poverty among scheduled castes through had count method as 52 percent while it was 36 percent among others. Sen’s index of poverty was 30 percent for scheduled castes and 19 percent for others, while foster, Greer, Thorbecke index of poverty was 12 percent for scheduled castes and 7 percent for others.

              Dhaka and Sunita Dhaka, (2004) examined “Role of Scheduled castes women in Grass root democracy in Haryana”. The basic objectives of the study were; to analyze the socio-economic background of scheduled caste women representatives, to evaluate the extent to which the women representatives are aware of their functional roles and responsibilities, to assess the extent of elected representatives participation in the panchayats, to understand the constraints and problems being faced by women in their effective participation in the Panchayats Raj institutions.

 
The study reveals that most of the elected scheduled caste women representatives were between 30-50 years of age. Most of them were illiterate and live in joint families with multiplicity of roles to perform. Lack of education has become a major obstacle in their active role in the panchayats. Most of the scheduled caste women representatives were either agricultural or casual labourers, with the family income ranging between Rs.25, 000 to Rs.60, 000.

 
Gossaigaon, (2004) analyzed “The variables influencing the participation of scheduled caste women in animal husbandry activities in the Hajo development of Assam”. The basic objectives were: to determine the extent of participation of the scheduled caste women in animal husbandry activities in the Hajo  development blocks of Assam and to determine the relationship of the  socio-economic, personal and communication tariffs of the scheduled caste women with their participation in animal husbandry activities. From each of the selected four villages in Hajo development block, 25 housewives were taken at random to make the sample size of 100 who constituted the respondents of the study. 

            The study found that 80 percent of respondents participated in offering water to animals and cleaning of animal sheds. Majority of the respondents (i.e.) 64 percent used to take part in health care of animals and grazing of animals respectively, In take Jalkeot Sub caste it was the activity of offering water to animals where majority of the respondents (64 percent) used to take part, while an equal number of respondents (56 percent) used to participate in health care of animals.

           In the Mali sub caste, extent of people participated in animal husbandry activities showed a highly positive and significant (p<0.01) relationship with land holding and herd size. It also showed positive and significant (p<0.05) relationship with family size and a negative significant (p<0.05) correlation with education. In the Namasudra sub caste, participation in animal husbandry activities was found to be significantly and positively correlated (p<0.05), land holding and flock size.  

          
Retnam, (2005) examined “The transition of Scheduled castes village in Tamil Nadu with specific reference to Sambavar Village”. According to the study, Christians were dominant group of scheduled castes population and the average size of the household was 3 to 4. Between, 1980-2000 the proportion of males declined from 64 percent to 59 percent among Christians. But among the Hindus the proportion of males increased by 2 percent. As per the study in 2000, only 11.8 percent in the selected population were literates and of the literates 71.55 percent have completed only primary education. Among the Christians, 45.54 percent were agricultural labourers, 25.75 percent were salary earners and only 0.99 percent were engaged in trade. Regarding housing, the study found that 68 percent of the selected households were living in two room houses, 25 percent were living in the houses of four rooms and above. The study also revealed that 130 household owned TV and 55 percent of the number of houses had household items like table, bicycle, fan, emergency light etc. The analysis of land holding pattern revealed that a large percentage of households had less than 10 cents of land holdings was 2.6 acres and the estimated gross income per acre was estimated as Rs.9522. As per the study, 47 percent of the households had debt and the average debt per household was estimated as Rs. 9464. During 1980-2000, the number of families borrowing money for consumption purpose declined from 57 percent to 49 percent. 

   
Bezbaruah, (2005) attempted” An empirical micro study of marital status of the scheduled caste people of a compact area in Assam”. The specific objectives of the study were: to find out the attitudes of the scheduled caste people towards the traditional norms of marriage, divorce and the dowry system, to find out the association between the level of education and inter- caste marriage of the adults and to recommend suggestions to social scientists, economists and the policy makers of both the state Government and the Central Government so as to eradicate the evils of untouchability. 

  
The study formulated the hypothesis that there is no association between the level of education of scheduled caste people and their tendency to enter into inter caste marriage and there is no association between then level of education of scheduled caste adults and the effective use of family planning methods. The study was related to six villages. Barhelas Dahudi, Ghilijari, Lokhapur, Khelwa and Kaihati in Nalbari district. The primary data were collected from 133 sample households through a field investigation by using a special set of the schedule.

            The study found that out of 299 married scheduled castes persons about half of them were married at the age of 15 to 20 years. In case of the married scheduled caste women, 69.2 percent were married at an early age of 15 to 20 years and only 16 percent were married at the age of 20-25 years. The study also found that of the total males married, 28.0 percent have an age difference of 3-4 years and 21.7 percent have an age difference of 5 to 6 years. Further, the study related that inter-caste marriage have taken place among 7.0 percent of the scheduled caste population belonging to the educated class. While inter- community marriage have taken place among 93.0 percent of the total scheduled caste population. According to the study, 31.6 percent have used family planning methods. Caste-wise users of family planning methods were found to be more among the Kaibartas (62.5 percent) than that of the Hiras (31.8 percent). The study noted that there was association between the level of education and the use of family planning. Since the calculated Chi square vale (38.9) was greater than table value at 5 percent level of significant (7.82). To improve the socio status of scheduled castes the study recommended spreading of education, encouraging inter-caste marriage and widow re-marriage scheduled caste population.


Achraya and Behra, (2005) analyzed the “Factors influencing the educational achievements of scheduled castes students of Cuttack Municipality Corporation in Orissa”. The basic objectives of the study were to find out the reasons of varying educational achievements between scheduled castes students from general category and to identify various socio-economic barriers to educational development among scheduled caste students and students from general category.                                                                                                                                                                             


The study noted that students coming out of the families where both the parents were literates occupied more room at the top and the students coming out of the families where both the parents were illiterates were clustered at the bottom. In respect of the two grades ‘a’ and ‘b’ students from the nuclear families were slightly better performers than students from extended families. The academic performance of the parents of low-income category highly concentrated around the mark range of ‘c’, ‘d’ and ‘e’. It was noticed that excellence in the academic performance of children belonging to the parents of low-income category was almost negligible. This is evident from the fact out of the total 125 students belonging to low income category only 4 students could occupy position in the mark range of ‘a’ and ‘b’. Of the 250 scheduled castes students, only 43 have placed themselves in the high mark ranges of ‘a’ and ‘b’. As many as 81 students have placed themselves in the low rank of mark ranges of ‘e’ and ‘f’. This stands in contrast with the academic performance of general caste students.

Dasaratha Ramaiah et al., (2006) attempted a “Micro-level analysis of socio-economic well being of scheduled caste and scheduled tribes”. The basic objectives of the study were: to examine the structure of characteristics of scheduled caste and scheduled tribes population with reference to family size, health, housing, transport and communication and other attributes and to identify the problems faced by them. The study was based on the data collected from 350 sample scheduled caste people located in six sample village of Anantapur district in Andhra Pradesh. The study found that for about 20 percent of the total sample, the family size was more than 6 persons, 95 percent of the selected households were illiterates and 55 percent were of poor economic  category. 

           The study also noted that 29.2 percent of sample families have not implemented family planning measures for the control of family size. The study noted that about 77 percent of sample holdings have taken immunization measures to the children and about 44 percent of the sample households have experienced the occurance of infant mortality at different stages, 85 percentage of the houses were found with R.C, that have been provided by Government housing scheme and houses were well-provided with protective drinking water facility as well as electricity. The study also noted that 67.3 percent of the total respondents were possessing radio, tape recorder and television. 

According to the study, 60 percent of the respondents were agricultural labourers 38 percent were owner cultivators and 2 percent were tenant cultivators. Well was a major source of irrigation to 70 percent of the selected households and 69 percent of the land holding were cultivated by scheduled caste farmers were paddy, oil seeds, pulses, fruits and vegetables. The study recommended the provision of timely benefits from the scheme of scheduled caste development programmes.  


Yoka Kijima, (2006) examined “Caste and tribe inequality in India”. According to the study, Scheduled castes households face totally different probability of occupation choice than non scheduled castes houses. The comparison among four different time periods (1983, 1987, 1993and 1999) reveled that there had been little change in the contribution of the structural difference between the scheduled castes or scheduled tribes and the non scheduled castes or scheduled tribes. 

The results of the study indicated that the differences in the living standards that the differences in the living standards between scheduled tribes and non scheduled castes or scheduled tribes were partly due to geographical differences. Therefore, geographical targeting of the areas with high concentration of the scheduled tribes would be an effective way of reducing poverty in India. The results showed that scheduled caste households earn lower returns to education and were of still disadvantage in obtaining well-paid jobs, which leads to lower consumption expenditure for scheduled castes households as compared to non scheduled castes or scheduled tribes’ households.

Various studies were undertaken by Aijaz and Mango (1990), Sushma Barik (1996), Gurupada Chakabarty (2000), Dhaka and Sunita Dhaka (2004), Gossaigon (2004), on Socio-Economic Status of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes in India for States like Maharastra, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Assam. Very few studies were undertaken for Tamil Nadu especially for Nilgiris district. Hence, an attempt has been made in the present study to find  out the Socio-Economic Status of the two blocks in Nilgiris district. Hence the study is a micro level. 
iii. Studies related to Women Employment in Formal/Informal Sector
Sudha Kumari, (1989) examined the concentration of women workers in unorganized sector found that unemployment; wage and occupational discrimination were the main problems of the women workers in this sectors. Their problems are aggravated by lack of seriousness in general, about their studies and lack of information available on them.  
Kaptan, (1990) analyzed “A case study of Amravathi city the income, wages and working conditions of women workers in the unorganized sector”. Security and uncertainty, heavy burden, stagnant wages, long working hours and temporary nature of work were found in the occupational structure of unorganized women who work as beedimakers, cotton spinners, and tea plantation workers. He has reported that these women may not work after 40 years as they had already lost their physical stamina or working capacity by doing long hours of work. According to him, long hours of works affected the working capacity of there women.

Rani, (1991) examined the factors which motivated women to start their own production units found that desire to do something independently was the major motivating factor, followed by the desire to earn money. Education or income background did not seem to influence women in starting their own enterprise. 

Arunachalam, (1997) discussed the plight of women in informal sector. The author pointed out that women often live and work at home or outside under constant threat of loosing their job with no viable alternatives, increasingly forced to cater to unstable work such as export market and handicraft production. The imposition of wage valuation by the dominant patriarchal culture pushed women to a position of subordination, subject to discrimination not only at home but also in the labour market.

Harish, (1999) pointed out that there are certain factors which affected adversely the role of women in our economy, are gradually declined in handicrafts. Another factor are increasing pressure on agriculture, increasing rural poverty resulting in migration, development of modern industry with modernization and mechanization the growth of education and the increasing cost of living, particularly in urban centers.  
WOMEN AND AGRICULTURE

A study was undertaken by Rao et al., (1993) to estimate the income, consumption and saving behavior of tribal farmers of Andhra Pradesh. The objectives were to examine the cropping pattern, intensity of cropping and area under irrigation of sample farmers, study of income level of farm families, to work out the consumption and saving pattern of farm families. Ten villages were selected by random method. It was revealed that the Marginal Propensity to Consume was found to be lowest in the case of small farmers than the medium size farmers.

Efforts were made by Rano et al., (1996) to explain the socio-economic status of tribal community and they suggested some measures for their upliftment. Primary data was collected randomly in 20 families. Results of the study revealed that out of 20 families, 13 household tribals owning land as tribal farmers and the remaining seven household tribals worked as agriculture labourers and earned money from agriculture for   their livelihood.

The study done by Kishor et al., (1999) examines the extent of participation of rural women in the decision-making in different areas of agriculture. The study was conducted in Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh. A three-stage stratified random sampling procedure was adopted. The study revealed that the majority of women consultancy were consulted for matters relating to storage and marketing of farm produce, but only 1/4th of them were final decision makers. 

An attempt was made by Alagumani, (1999) to challenge the women’s role in household decision on consumption, production and investment and to identify the potentiality of women to become entrepreneurs. Data collection was done using a pre-tested questionnaire, from a random sample of 1500 female housewives. The rural women were involved to the extent of about seventy three percent with regard to decisions concerning household consumptions. The involvement of rural women on investment decision-making was only a mean score value of only 38.70 percent.

A study done by Kar et al., (1999) aimed at examining the educational attainment of females in the state, particularly from the low-income households. The samples of 3,750 women were randomly selected from the rural areas. In order to assess the various factors of women education, a regression model was used. The analysis showed that 28 percent of females in the samples discontinued education before the primary level due to low family income.  

The main objective of the study by Sharma et al., (1999) was to evaluate the magnitude of female labour participation in agricultural and livestock enterprises and to estimate the contribution of female labour to farm income. The study was based on the data collected from a sample of 120 households proportionally from the tribal districts of Himachal Pradesh. The results of the study showed that the contribution of female labour to total income in all the important crops and livestock was higher than that of male, indicted that the female labour was the sole performers of the operations.      

Singh et al., (1999) in his paper analyzed the impact of women participation in agricultural work on their role in decision-making process. Primary data was collected from a stratified random sample of 180 households. The analysis revealed the overwhelming economic contribution of women in productive as well as domestic activities, the correspondence between work participation and women’s status was not perfect. 

Meenakshi et al., (2000) computed poverty rates for scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and female headed households. Head count ratios at the individual level was calculated by comparing per capita expenditures with 69,000 rural and 46,000 urban households which were made available to them by the National Statistical Survey Organization (NSSO). The main findings were that under the female headed households the poverty rates were not appreciably higher and the individual’s poverty level varied deal from state to state. 

Patnaik, (2000) conducted a study on the beneficiaries of the rural schemes for the scheduled caste and the non-scheduled caste in Pondichery and Seliamedu village. It was found that the sales tax was low for all items, thereby, liquor and other breweries were very cheaply available. The study also identified that the literacy rate of the scheduled caste group was ten percent lower to that of the non-scheduled caste, unemployment rate was higher among the non-scheduled caste and monthly consumption of cereals in scheduled caste households was lower by 8.9 percent but the per capita figures showed that Rs 3.34 was than that of the non-scheduled caste.

A study was attempted by Christy et al., (2002) to analyze the association between the socio-economic characteristics of fare women and their extent of their participation in livestock farming in Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu. Multistage Random Sampling technique was used. The results of the study revealed that most of the tasks related to livestock keeping were performed by farm women. On an average, farm women spent about five hours per day per household in the case of large ruminants.

Saroja et al., (2003) conducted a study during 1998-99 where the sample comprised of 52 scheduled caste and scheduled tribe and 48 non-scheduled caste and non-scheduled tribe dropouts. The study was undertaken with the objective of making a comparative examination of the scheduled caste and scheduled tribe and non-scheduled caste female school dropouts in Karnataka. The sample was selected by using multistage sampling method. The analysis revealed that about ninety six percent of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe girls were dropped out of the school before attaining 10 years of age, the corresponding figure of the non-scheduled caste and scheduled tribe girls were forty eight percent.

An attempt was made by Mahajan and Bhalla, (2004) to know the relative gain in knowledge using two different extension methods-lecture methods, and lecture cum demonstration method. The objectives were to find out the gain in knowledge of farm women by the two different methods of imparting training to study the relationship between various socio-personal characteristics and gain in knowledge. A random sample of 39 farm women attended the short training courses organized for imparting training in household practices which was drawn from two groups. The study showed that they gained knowledge in childhood diseases which was imparted through lecture method, while sixty five percent gained knowledge in nutrition.

Shenoy, (2004) in her paper explained the policy initiatives needed for creating a conductive environment for the professional growth and satisfaction of women professionals in agriculture in India. A structured questionnaire was designed to capture information from graduates. The estimated women agricultural graduates in the country were about 15,000 out of which 11,443 women graduate were aimed. The major findings were that the male respondents were more qualified than the female respondents. The employment details revealed that most of the women professionals were working in the research and education sector.      

Tribal development and Five Year Plan
During the first plan (1951-56), special programmes under the backward classes sector were formulated keeping in view the special requirement of Scheduled Castes. The Second plan (1956-61) promised to ensure that the benefits of economic development accrue more and more to the relatively less privileged classes of society in order to reduce inequalities. The Third Plan (1961-66) advocated greater equality of opportunity and a reduction in disparities in income and wealth and the even distribution of economic power.

The Fourth and Fifth plan (1969-78) envisaged the basic goal as rapid improvement in the standard of living of the people through measures which promote equality and social justice. One of the important features of the subsequent annual plan (1979-80) was the launching of the special mechanism of Special Component Plan (SCP) for Scheduled Castes to ensure that these groups secure their due share of funds/benefits from the other developmental sectors.              

The Sixth plan, (1980-85) marked a shift in the approach to the development of Scheduled castes. Special emphasis was laid on the implementation of the newly launched Special Component Plan (SCP) for Scheduled Castes facilitating easy conveyance and pooling of resources for all the other development sectors in proportion to the population of Scheduled Caste and monitoring of various developmental programmes for the benefit of Scheduled Castes. The achievements during the sixth plan in relation to socio-economic development programmes for the scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and other backward classes were: stipends and scholarship were awarded to 115 lakh children belonging to these categories were covered by other educational incentives like free supply of uniforms, stationary, books ect. Post-matric scholarships were awarded to about 9 lakh SC/ST students and 3000 hostels and 9000 Ashram schools were established. In the economic field, the schemes have been more in the nature of provision of inputs for the generation of income among beneficiary families. About three lakhs SCs/STs and other backward classes were given assistance for sustaining activities in production sectors like agriculture, animal husbandry and cottage industries. An important Programme taken up was the liberation of scavengers from their demeaning occupation through conversion of dry (services) latrines into water closets under a centrally sponsored scheme in towns and municipalities covering the whole town at a time. This was taken up as a pilot project in 15 states and 70 towns (Economic Survey, 2004-05).         

In the Seventh Plan, (1985-90) there was a substantial increase in the flow of funds for the development of scheduled castes under special component plan from state plans, Central plans, Special Central Assistance (SCA) and institutional finance helping in the exposure of infrastructural facilities and priority was given to the educational development of Scheduled castes. National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC) were set up in 1989 to extend loans –cum-subsidies and then encourage them to become gainfully employed in various income- generating activities. Land holding families will be helped in the development of their land, through provision of agricultural credit, inputs, irrigation ect, under the small and marginal farmers schemes. Where irrigation becomes available, enforcement of wetland ceiling can make available surplus land, which can then be distributed among the Scheduled Castes. Efforts were made to properly organize and modernize all stage of activities of weavers, leather workers and artisans. The necessary infrastructure and other facilities were created for those engaged in fisheries. For all these occupational categories, comprehensive schemes for common facilities, skill improvement, supply of raw materials and marketing of products were formulated and implemented. The Special Central Assistance for Socio-Economic Programmes for scheduled caste in the seventh plan was Rs.930 crores.   

The major objective of the Eight Plan, (1992-97) was to bridge the gap between the development of scheduled caste and other sectors of the society and to eliminate all forms of oppression of scheduled castes, suppression of their rights, untouchability non payment of minimum wages ect, for the economic development of scheduled castes, other backward classes and minorities. Three National Level Apex Bodies were set up in India. They are: (i) The National Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation (1992), (ii) the National Minorities Development and Finance Corporation (1994-95) and (iii) the National Safai Karamchari Finance and Development Corporation (1996-97) which act as catalystic agents in developing schemes for employment generation and financing pilot projects.  

The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes Development Corporations strengthened the activities of the Tribals to enable proper identification of beneficiaries; selection of projects in non-traditional as well as traditional areas and matching them with the capabilities of the beneficiaries; provide financial assistance in the lessen the burden of repayment liability; facilitate the flow of credit through financial institutions for these projects; ensure tie-up with poverty alleviation programmes like Integrated Rural Development Programme; provide necessary infrastructure support where necessary to enable the group of beneficiaries to take up their own ventures in a common work place; organize training in different skills to the target group; arrange for inputs such as supply of raw-materials, marketing of finished good ect, and monitor the implementation of the projects.   

The National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation had taken up projects for the benefit of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled tribes. In addition, the Federation would organize training course to provide skills. An outlay of Rs. 2548 crores in the Central Sector, including Rs.1125 crores as Special Central Assistance for Special Component Plan for Scheduled castes and Rs. 3086.06 crores for the State Plan under Backward classes sector were provided. In addition, a provision of Rs. 1250 crores was made for Special Central Assistance to Tribal sub-plan.   

The Ninth Plan, (1997-2002) has committed to ensure the normally disadvantaged group to achieve all round development of Scheduled Castes through social empowerment and social justice. To improve the educational standards of scheduled castes, Department of education released more funds for opening of a primary school within one kilometer walking distance for inhabitants of 200 populations and abolition of tuition fees in Government schools in all states. To enable scheduled caste students to pursue higher technical studies the following provisions have been extended by the Department of Secondary and Higher Education-reservation of seats for scheduled castes in the Central Government institutions of higher education including Indian Institute of technology (IITS), Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Regional Engineering Collages (RECs) etc., provision for admissions to universities, colleges and technical institutions, remedial and special coaching for scheduled caste students to improve their academic skills ect. The scheme of Special Educational Developmental Programmes for scheduled caste girls belonging to low literacy districts introduced in 1996-1997 which aims to establish special residential schools for scheduled caste girls who are first generate learners from low literacy pockets.   

In the field of labour and employment, the Ministry of labour was implementing special training and rehabilitation Programme for scheduled castes to equip them with necessary training in up gradation of skills. The scheme of coaching using guidance centre for scheduled caste was implemented through 22 centers in various States to provide occupational information as well as individual guidance.

The National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC) was empowered to function as a catalytic agent for training, facilitating and mobilizing funds from various schemes for promoting economic development activities among scheduled castes below poverty line. The National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development Corporation (NSKFDC) were set up in 1997 for promoting self-employment among the scavenging communities.  

Regarding housing, distribution of tree house site, pattas, construction of houses for poor Adi-dravidars and Tribal and provision of infrastructural facilities to SC/ST habitations were the prime priority areas in the Ninth Plan. Nearly 2.59 lakh house site pattas were issued and 1.38 lakh houses were constructed. Supply of protected drinking water facilities was provided to 12387 SC/ST habitations and 25 community halls were constructed for which an outlay of Rs.775 crores was provided in the Ninth Plan.

Tenth Plan, (2002-2007) adopted a three prenged strategy of empowering the socially disadvantaged group through social empowerment, economic empowerment and social justice. For social empowerment, Tenth plan tried to improve the educational status of scheduled castes on a time bound basis, improving enrolment rate by ensuring easy access and special coaching through scholarships. For economic empowerment, Tenth plan laid emphasis on development of small entrepreneurship through formation of self help group, modernization of skills, optimizing the traditional ability of scheduled castes in agricultural production and reinvigorating of on-going poverty alleviation programmes. For social justice, Tenth plan emphasized three pronged strategy of awareness generation, conscientisation of the target group and sensitizing both officials and non officials. An outlay of Rs. 1200 crores have been provided for the welfare of scheduled castes and anticipated expenditure during the year was Rs. 1044.16 crores. 

  During the Eleventh Plan Period, (2009-2012) the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has recommended the following for the Socio-Economic development of the most unprivileged section of the Indian society.

(i) Ministry of the Tribal Affairs was created (1999) to give focused attention to integrated socio-economic development of the most underprivileged section of Indian society, the Scheduled Tribes (STs).

(ii) Support services for rehabilitation especially for women and children along with economic activities, education and training, and protection from violence must be provided.

(iii) Issues of livelihood and ecology for populations being displaced; plans for rehabilitation should use a cluster approach and be women- centred.

(iv) Clear-cut demarcation of land for tribal communities; wherever there are over 20 families, there should be no intrusion from other communities for any purpose. 

(v) Adequate infrastructure- housing, clean water, drainage roads, toilets, streetlights, burial grounds to be ensured in dalit and tribal settlement as a basic rights and for prevention of migration. In case of urban families, housing should be a minimum of 20’x 25’ for each dalit family, and titles should be in the name of women. 
CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
The Methodology relating to the current study on “Socio Economic and Demographic characteristics of SC/ST Women in Nilgiris District” is discussed under the following heads: 

A. Selection of the problem
B. Selection of the area
C. Selection of the sample
D. Collection of the data
E. Period of the study
F. Tools used
G. Limitations of the study
A. Selection of the problem
(i)  An over view of the Nilgiri Hills
  
The Nilgiris District is in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. It is also called as Blue Mountains. Nilgiri is also the name given to a range of mountain spread across the status of Tamil Nadu as well as Karnataka and Kerala. The Nilgiri Hills comprise part of a larger mountain chain known as Western Ghats. The mountain Doddabetta has the highest elevation, standing at a height of 2,637 meters (8,650 ft). The district resides mainly contained within that mountain range.

                The Nilgiris district has been the homeland of native tribal peoples including the Todas, Kotas and Badagas. The Toda people have been the subject of much study by cultural anthropologists, bringing them an international renown dis-proportionate with their numbers. Europeans first set foot the jungles in 1602. When a Portuguese priest, Ferreira, successfully explored the hills. He discovered the Toda people. The study of the Toda people established the model for study of indigenous people throughout the world. Europeans have explored the Nilgiris District extensively, leading to the region becoming a popular summer retreat for the British East India Company during the ninetieth country and the British colonial government during the twentieth country. Two eco-regions cover the district, the South Western Ghats moist deciduous forests and South Western Ghats montane rain forests, providing refuge for native animals such as the Nilgiri Tahr. Originally tribal land, the Todas occupied the Ooty area and the Kotas the Kotagiri area. The Badagas appeared much later, migrating from the Mysore Plateau, in 1550 C.E.   

 (ii) Geography and Climate:
                The district has an area of 2,452.50 Sq.km. The district, basically a hilly region, sits at an elevation of 900 to 2,636 meters above Mean Sea Level (MSL). Nearly the entire district lies in the Western Ghats. During the summer months, the temperature reaches a maximum of 210c to 250 c and a minimum of 100 c to 120 c. During winter months, temperatures reach a high 160 c to 210 c and a low of 20 c.
(iii) Ecoregions:

                Two ecoregions cover portions of the Nilgiris. The South Western Ghats Moist deciduous forests lie between 250 and 1000 meters elevation. These forests extend south along the Western Ghats range to the Southern tip of India.

(iv) Population:

                 The population of the district according to 2001 census is 762141 of which 378351 males and 383790 females. The literacy rate of Nilgiris is 80.01 percent. The male literacy rate is 83.9 percent and female literacy rate is 74.26 percent. The total workers in Nilgiris district is 346669. Of which male workers are 209834 and female workers are 136835 respectively. 

B. Selection of the area
                     The current study related to two blocks Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri Blocks in Nilgiris district. The total population of the Nilgiris district is 7.64 lakhs, out of which the total Scheduled Tribes population was 28378, constituted 4.32 percent of the total general population. The Scheduled tribe population in Nilgiris district is not evenly distributed in the six blocks out of which 24.10 percent of Scheduled tribes live in Kotagiri block and 9.27 percent of them live in Udhagamandalam block. These areas were chosen based on the multistage sampling method used by the investigator and easy accessibility. Todas are living in the selected two blocks (Census, 2001).     

C. Selection of the sample
                      In the first stage, in Nilgiris district, six blocks were identified. The selected blocks are Udhagamandalam, Coonoor, Kotagiri, Gudalur, Kundah and Pandalur. In the second stage out of six blocks, two blocks were selected based on the different social economic and cultural factors exist. In the third stage five villages were identified from each block. In the fourth stage 12 respondents were selected from five villages covering a total of 60 respondents for each block. In the final stage, a total of 120 respondents were interviewed from the selected two blocks and 10 villages.  
D. Collection of the data
                    Factors related to socio-economic and cultural such as size of the family, educational level, expenditure pattern, income level, savings, borrowings, indebtedness, purchase from PDS etc., were studied by using questionnaire method. To supplement the analysis of the study secondary data was also collected from Tribal Research centre (TRC), M. Palada, Udhagamandalam, Nilgiris district, Tamil Nadu, under Hill Area Development Programme (HADP), Udhagamandalam, Nilgiris District, and Tamilnadu. 

E. Period of study:

                The study is related to the period of one year, covering April 2010 to 2011, March.

F. Tools used
               The collected data were analyzed and interpreted and further suitable statistical tools were used. Some of the tools used in the present study are given below:

(a) Percentages and Averages
(b) Probit Analysis
(c) Chi-square test
(d) Ageing Index
(e) Sex Ratio
(f) Literacy Rate
(g) Work Participation Rate (Crude Activity Rate)
(h) Economic Dependency Ratio
(i) Dependency Ratio
(a)  Percentages and Averages

Percentages are particularly useful in statistical work which requires the portrayal of relative changes in the variables.


Averages is one of the most important objectives of statistical analysis is to get one single value that describes the characteristic of the entire mass of unwidely data. Such a value is called the central value or an ‘average’ or the expected value of the variables. An average is a single value that represents a group of values. Such a value is of great significance because it depicts the characteristic of the whole group. Since an average represents the entire data, its value lies somewhere in between the two extremes.

 (b) Probit Analysis

To estimate the propensity to work (labour participation), probit model was also estimated along with multiple linear regression models using the ordinary least squares technique and limped. 

 Probit model

Probit regressions are non-linear regression models specifically designed for binary dependent variables. Because a regression with a binary dependent variable Y makes the probability that Y=1, it makes sense to adopt a nonlinear formulation that forces the predicted values to be between zero and one. Because cumulative probability distribution function (c.d.f’s) produces probabilities between zero and one, they are used in probit regressions. Probit regression uses the standard normal c.d.f. 

The probit regression model with a single regressor is


                    P (Y=1/x) = 
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Where 
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 is the cumulative standard normal distribution function.

             The probit model with multiple regressor extends the single regressor probit model by adding regressor to compute the z value. Accordingly, the probit population regression model with two regressions, X1 and X2 is

                   P (Y=1/x1, x2) = 
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In general, the effect on Y of a change in X is the expected change in Y arising from a change in X. When Y is binary, its conditional probability that it equal one, so the expected change in X is the change in the probability that Y=1.                                            The population probit model with multiple regressors is

                     P (Y=1/x1, x2,……..xk) = 
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Where the dependent variable Y is binary, 
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 is the cumulative standard normal, distribution function and X1X2 etc., are regressor. The probit coefficients 
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1, etc., do not have simple interpretations. The model is best interpreted by computing predicted probabilities and the effect of a change in a regressor.

             The predicted probability that Y=1, given values of X1, X2,….Xk is calculated by computing the z values, Z= 
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                   An attempt was made to analyse the factors determining the labour force participation of the women, given the economic and domestic constraints. The labour participation equation estimated is of the form:

           Yi - Labour participation, dummy taking value 1 for employed and zero                             otherwise.

           X1- Age of the women in years.

           X2- Education of the women in years.

           X3- Wage rate of the women in Rs.

           X4- Husband’s earning in Rs.

           X5- Number of children between 0-6 years.

           X6- Number of children between 6-15 years.

           X7- Number of children above 15 years of age.

           X8- Age of the youngest child.

           X9- Number of dependents in the family.

           X10- Women’s age square, and 

           Ui- Random term.

To take care of the truncated nature of the dummy dependent variable, nature of the dummy dependent variable, probit method was used, as the estimation of the above participation function using a simple regression would lead to inefficient estimates.

(c) Chi-square test
        The chi square test was used to determine whether there is any association 
[image: image22.wmf]between certain selected socio-economic variables and

       (i) Work status of the Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri block women.

       (ii) Decision status of the Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri block women.

  
The chi-square (
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) value was calculated from the formula.
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Where,   O –is the observed frequency in each category and

                          E –is the expected frequency in each category

The degrees of freedom are given by (c-1) (r-1) where (c) denotes number of columns and (r) number of rows. The obtained value is compared with the critical value at the given degrees of freedom to draw inferences about the sample (Gupta, 2005).

(d) Ageing Index
        
Ratio of the population aged 60 years and above to the population aged 14 years and below, which defined as “Ageing Index” can also be described as the increase in the relative number of older people in the population. It can be measured by the index of ageing.

(e) Sex Ratio
        
This is the most widely used and principal measure of sex composition that has enjoyed the maximum use in analytical demography. It is usually defined as the number of females per 1000 males in a population.
(f) Literacy Rate
      
 It is defined as the number of literate persons as a percentage of the total population aged 7 and above.

(g) Work Participation Rate (Crude Activity Rate)
      
In general, the numbers in a population participate or are available for economic activities. It is defined as the number of economically active persons as a percentage of the total population.

(h) Economic Dependency Ratio
       
It is defined as the number of economic inactive persons per 100 economic active populations aged 15-59 years and also defined as the ratio of working population to the total population.

(i) Dependency Ratio
     
It can be defined as the number of economically inactive persons in the population per 100 economically active persons and also defined as the ratio of population aged 14 years and below and aged 60 and above to population in age group 15 to 59.

G. Limitations of the study
     (i)  The collection of primary data was done with memory recall method, which has memory bias particularly in case of illiterate and semi literate respondents.

     (ii)  Due to time constraint, detailed information on health aspects, problems of women in selected two blocks could not be included in the study.

     (iii)  Above all, the findings and conclusions could only be applicable to similar set of socio-economic situations.

            But these limitations are no way negates the findings of the study and offer scope for further research in future. While analysing the factors determining the labour force participation, women from the selected two blocks were taken together. Total employed women in the study. Therefore the above analysis was not done for each block separately.  

IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION


The results of the present study on “Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics of SC/ST woman in Nilgiris District”, are presented and discussed under the following heads.
1. To study the demographic profile of tribal population and distribution of tribal population in India / state and district level.

2. Socio-economic profile of the people in the selected area.

3. Factors determining labour force participation of women, given the economic and domestic constraints.

4. To analyse the relationship between the income expenditure of the selected groups. 

5. To analyse the problems of the respondents and suggest measures to improve the status of SC/ST women in Nilgiris district.

I. Demographic profile of Tribal population

The tribal population of the country as per the 2001 census, is 8.43 crore, constituting 8.2 per cent of the total population. The population of tribes had grown at the growth rate of 24.45 per cent during the period 1991-2001. More than half of the scheduled tribe population is concentrated in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Jharkhand and Gujarat.


Tribal communities live in about 15 per cent of the country’s areas, in various ecological and geoclimatic conditions ranging from plains and forests to hills and inaccessible areas. Tribal groups are at different stages of social, economic and educational development. While some tribal communities have adopted a mainstream way of life, at the other end of the spectrum, there are 75 groups, in number known as Programme for development of particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PTGS).
Distribution of the Tribal population in different states / UTS of India


The distribution of the Tribal population in different states / UTS of India has been shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF STS POPULATION IN DIFFERENT STATUS/ UTS (DESCENDING ORDER)

	S.No.
	State
	% of the population in states / UTs to the total ST population of the country (descending order)

	1.
	Madhya Pradesh
	14.51

	2.
	Maharashtra
	10.17

	3.
	Orissa
	9.66

	4.
	Gujarat
	8.87

	5.
	Rajasthan
	8.42

	6.
	Jharkhand
	8.40

	7.
	Chhattisgarh
	7.85

	8.
	Andhra Pradesh
	5.96

	9.
	West Bengal
	5.23

	10.
	Karnataka
	4.11

	11.
	Assam
	3.92

	12.
	Meghalaya
	2.36

	13.
	Nagaland
	2.10

	14.
	Jammu and Kashmir
	1.31

	15.
	Tripura
	1.18

	16.
	Mizoram
	1.00

	17.
	Bihar
	0.90

	18.
	Manipur
	0.88

	19.
	Arunachal Pradesh
	0.84

	20.
	Tamil Nadu
	0.77

	21.
	Kerala
	0.43

	22.
	Uttarakhand
	0.30

	23.
	Himachal Pradesh
	0.29

	24.
	Dadra and Nagar Haveli
	0.16

	25.
	Sikkim
	0.13

	26.
	Uttar Pradesh
	0.13


  Source: Annual report, 2009-2010.


The table1 indicated that the tribal population in some states is low when calculated as the percentage of the total tribal population of India but it constitutes the majority within the states or UT itself (e.g. in Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and Dadra and Nagar Haveli). A very sizeable segment of tribal population, as stated earlier, resides in the states of Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Orissa, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. Thus the tribal population of each state / UT as a percentage of the total tribal population of the country is given in table 1.

TABLE 2

AREA AND POPULATION BY BLOCKS AND MUNICIPALITIES IN NILGIRIS DISTRICT

	S. No.
	Name of the Block/ Municipality
	Area (Sq.km)
	Population
	Percentage

	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Number of persons
	Male
	Female

	1.
	Udhagamandalam (M)
	30.67
	46999
	46988
	93987
	50.01
	49.99

	2.
	Coonoor (M)
	15.05
	24828
	25368
	50196
	49.46
	50.54

	3.
	Udhagamandalam (B)
	1063.55
	123756
	125775
	249531
	49.60
	50.40

	4.
	Coonoor (B)
	248.07
	93532
	95212
	189744
	49.29
	50.19

	5.
	Kotagiri (B)
	377.41
	48556
	50364
	98920
	49.09
	50.91

	6.
	Gudalur (B)
	855.82
	111507
	112439
	223946
	49.79
	50.21


Source: Census of India, 2001.
M – Municipality

B – Block


The table 2 indicated that the total number of male population in Udhagamandalam (M) is 50.01 per cent and female population is 49.99 per cent and in Coonoor (M), the male population is 49.46 and female population is 50.54 per cent. In Udhagamandalam block, the total male population is 49.60 per cent and the female population is 50.40 per cent. In Coonoor Block, the male population is 49.29 per cent and female population is 50.19per cent. In Kotagiri block, the total number of male population is 49.09 per cent and female population is 50.91 per cent. In Gudalur block, the total male population is 49.79 per cent and female population is 50.21 per cent. In Udhagamandalam, Coonoor, Kotagiri and Gudalur block the female population outnumbered the male population.

TABLE 3

SCHEDULED CASTE / SCHEDULED TRIBE POPULATION BY BLOCKS AND MUNICIPALITIES IN NILGIRIS DISTRICT (2001)

	S. No.
	Name of the Block / Municipality
	SC population
	ST Population

	
	
	Male
	Female
	No. of persons
	Male
	Female
	No. of persons

	1.
	Udhagamandalam (M)
	13091
(48.92)
	13670  (51.08)
	26761
	177             (44.92)
	217               (55.08)
	394

	2.
	Coonoor (M)
	6154         (49.39)
	6307             (50.61)
	12461
	62                     (50)
	62                   (50)
	124

	3.
	Udhagamandalam (B)
	37607         (49.53)
	38320  (50.47)
	75927
	2118          (48.93)
	2211         (51.07)
	4329

	4.
	Coonoor (B)
	30275   (49.32)
	31114  (50.68)
	61389
	1212           (50.56)
	1185               (49.44)
	2397

	5.
	Kotagiri (B)
	12987  (49.22)
	13397  (50.78)
	26384
	3074         (49.61)
	3123            (50.39)
	6197

	6.
	Gudalur (B)
	36923  (49.69)
	37391  (50.31)
	74314
	7610          (49.26)
	7840               (50.74)
	15450


Source: Census of India, 2001


The table 3 revealed the fact that, in all the blocks including the two municipalities, the number of SC and ST female population was slightly higher (around 51 per cent) than the male population (around 50 per cent), as per the 2001 census of India, which indicated that people in the Nilgiris district, did not show gender discrimination in accepting the female children which is a welcoming change.
TABLE 4

LITERACY RATE AMOUNG STS AND ALL SOCIAL GROUPS                     IN INDIA

	Year
	STs
	All Social Groups

	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Male
	Female
	Total

	1961

1971

1981

1991

2001
	13.83

17.63

24.52

40.65

59.17
	3.16

4.85

8.04

18.19

34.76
	8.53

11.30

16.35

29.60

47.10
	40.40

45.96

56.38

64.13

75.26
	15.35

21.97

29.76

39.29

53.67
	28.30

34.45

43.57

52.21

64.84


 Source: Annual Report, 2009-2010.

The table 4 indicated the literacy among STs and all social group in India. The literacy rate for the total population in India had increased from 52.21 percent to 64.84 per cent during the period from 1991 to 2001 whereas the literacy rate among the scheduled tribes also had increased from 29.60 per cent to only 47.10 per cent. Among ST male literacy increased from 40.65 per cent to 59.17 per cent and among ST female literacy increased from 18.19 per cent to 34.76 per cent during the same period. The ST female literacy is lower by approximately 21 percentage point as compared to the overall female literacy of the general population. However, the increase in total as well as female literacy among STs is significant.


Literacy rate has increased from 8.53 per cent in 1961 to 47.10 per cent in 2001 for STs while the corresponding increase for total population was from 28.30 per cent in 1961 to 64.84 per cent in 2001. The implication of the above table 4 showed that, people in Nilgiris district realized the importance of education. Because department of education is the key indicator of human development. Enhancement of human capital is expected to bring abut the overall economic development of the area in particular and development of the economy at large.

TABLE 5

LITERATE AMONG STS BY BLOCK AND MUNICIPALITIES IN NILGIRIS DISTRICT

	S. No.
	Name of the Block / Municipality
	Literacy
	Percentage

	
	
	Male
	Female
	Number of persons
	Male
	Female

	1.
	Udhagamandalam (M)
	38864
	34364
	73228
	53.07
	46.93

	2.
	Coonoor (M)
	21123
	19521
	40644
	51.97
	48.03

	3.
	Udhagamandalam (B)
	94159
	77542
	171701
	54.84
	45.16

	4.
	Coonoor (B)
	78780
	66568
	145348
	54.20
	45.80

	5.
	Kotagiri (B)
	37803
	29669
	67472
	56.03
	43.97

	6.
	Gudalur (B)
	83705
	70747
	154452
	54.19
	45.81


Source: Census of India, 2001


The table 5 indicated the literacy among STs in Nilgiris District. The male literacy population in Udhagamandalam (M) is 53.07 per cent and female literacy population is 46.93 per cent. In Coonoor (M) the male literacy population is 51.97 per cent and female literacy population is 48.03 per cent. In Udhagamandalam Block, the male literacy population is 54.84 per cent and female literacy population is 45.16 per cent. In Coonoor block, the ST literate population among males is 54.20 per cent and female literate population is 45.80 per cent. In Kotagiri Block, the ST literate population among males is 56.03 per cent and female literate population is 43.97 per cent. In Gudalur Block the ST literate population among males is 54.19 per cent and female literate population is 45.81 per cent. Compared to female literate population (i.e., 46 to 48 percent), males literate population is higher more that 50 percent in all blocks among the scheduled Tribes.
II. SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS


The socio-economic characteristics of the sample households of the respondents is presented in the following tables ( 6-21).
TABLE 6

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS

	Social characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II

	
	Number
	Number

	Religion

Hindu

Christian

Muslim
	38 (63.33)

22 (36.67)

-
	43 (71.67)

17 (28.33)

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Community

BC

SC

ST
	-

28 (46.67)

32 (53.33)
	-

25 (41.67)

35 (58.33)

	Total
	60
	60


   Source: Field survey, 2011.

Figure in the parenthesis shows percentage to total.

Ethnic selectivity


The key features of the term ‘Ethnicity’ as a concept are the identification and labeling of any grouping on any category of people and the explicit or implicit contrasts made between the identified group and another group or category. Thus the ethnic selectivity of the respondents refers to the ethnic group or religion to the respondents belongs. Religious values and norms are central to an evaluation of the position of women. According to Max Weber (1958), religious outlook dominated India. In the selected sample household (63.33 per cent) of the respondents in Udhagamandalam block are Hindus and (36.67 per cent) of the respondents are Christians. In Kotagiri block, 71.67 per cent of the respondents are Hindus and 28.33 per cent are Christian.

Community


Tribal communities live in about 15 per cent of the country’s land in various ecological and geoclimatic conditions ranging from plains, forest, hills and in accessible areas. Thus in the present study, 46.67 per cent of the respondents are scheduled castes and 53.33 per cent of the respondents are scheduled tribes. Those respondents belong to Udhagamandalam block. In Kotagiri block, 41.67 per cent of the respondents are scheduled castes and 28.33 per cent of the respondents are scheduled tribes.
 Age composition
TABLE 7

CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS BASED ON AGE

	Age group
	Number of respondents
	Total

	
	Udhagamandalam block
	Kotagiri block
	

	20-30

31-40

41-50

51-60

Above 60
	10 (16.67)

30 (50)

15 (25)

5 (8.33)

-
	13 (21.67)

17 (28.33)

19 (31.67)

10 (16.67)

1 (1.67)
	23 (19.17)

47 (39.17)

34 (28.33)

15 (12.5)

1 (0.83)


Source: Field survey, 2011, Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
The above table 7 indicated that majority of the respondents (50 per cent) of the women were in the age group of 31-40 years in Udhagamandalam Block and majority of the respondents (31.67 per cent) of the women were in the age group of 41.-50 per cent in Kotagiri Block. The average number of the respondents (39.17 per cent) were in the age group of 31-40 years and (28.33 per cent) of the respondents belonged to the age group of 41.50 years in these two blocks. This implies that most of the respondents were in the work force category and capable of earning income and every possibility of improving the socio-economic status of the family.

FIGURE 1 
              CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS BASED ON AGE
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Size of the family
TABLE 8

FAMILY SIZE

	Number of family members
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II

	One  member
	7 (11.67)
	14 (23.33)

	2-3  members
	35 (58.33)
	40 (66.67)

	Above 4 members
	18 (30)
	6 (10)

	Total
	60
	60


Source: Field survey, 2011.
Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
There was a conventional understanding that the poor especially in the rural areas have large family size. Kurien, (2003) in his study found that 75 per cent of the samples in his study were small families with one or two children, which was in accordance with the national norm. The observation was in conformity with the study of Adhikari and Garia, (1982) who reported that small family size existed among agricultural labourers. In the present study also the table (8) indicated that in Udhagamandalam Block, 58.33 per cent of the respondents had the family size of 2-3 members. The sample households having more than four members were 30 per cent. In Kotagiri Block, 66.67 per cent of household had the family size of 2-3 members.  Kohli et al., (2002) stated that the household size of the population had also socio-economic implications. Larger the size of the family, larger will be the economic burden on the family. 

Srivastva and Srivastava, (2002) concluded that nuclear family structure had found to influence the schooling of children, which showed that children belonging to the nuclear families got more opportunities of schooling in comparison to the joint families.


The size of the family had grater influence on the benefits of the individual. The greater family size, lesser will be the benefits received by an individual. The rural areas must change the attitude of having large families as a means of source of income. Smaller the family size, the greater the benefits of happiness can be attained.

                                           FIGURE 2

                                       FAMILY SIZE
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Educational composition of the respondents


 According to Argiropoulas et al., (2003), education is an asset that once attained cannot be taken away and can actually bring about a better life; through education girls learn about birth control, grasp new skills and are taught how to survive, which can improve their live style. Hence, proper education need to be imparted to all. The Government of India has responded well to the increasing urge for greater emphasis on education for human resource development by assigning greater importance to universaliation of primary education, adult and non-formal education. But not much light has gone into the village and its inhabitants. Therefore, efforts need to be taken to spread education to all.

TABLE 9

CLASSIFICATION OF THE RESPONDENTS BASED ON EDUCATION

	Educational level
	Block I Udhagamandalam
	Block II

Kotagiri
	Total

	Primary
	17 (28.33)
	15 (25)
	32 (26.67)

	High school
	19 (31.67)
	14 (23.33)
	33 (27.5)

	Higher Secondary
	4 (6.67)
	3 (5)
	7 (5.83)

	College
	-
	-
	-

	Illiterate
	20 (33.33)
	28 (46.67)
	48 (40)

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
According to the table (9) in the selected block of Udhagamandalam, 33.33 per cent of the respondents were illiterates. However, 28.33 per cent have completed the primary education and 31.67 per cent have completed high school and 6.67 percent had completed higher secondary. And in the selected block of Kotagiri, 40 per cent of the respondents were illiterates and 26.67 per cent of the respondents have completed primary education and 27.5 per cent had done high school education and only 5.78 per cent of the respondents were studied higher secondary education. Thus, the average illiterate among the selected respondents were 40 per cent and only 5.83 per cent of respondents had completed their higher secondary education compared to Udhagamandalam block; Kotagiri Block had low literacy among the respondents; because a large proportion of the poorer children, on account of the rising cost of the schooling and economic burden cannot afford to benefits them. Mostly (40 percent) of scheduled tribes and scheduled caste people tend to use their children for ancillary services as coolies that would bring in some added income for their starving families. The table shows that very high percentage of the population among tribal communities attained the primary schooling rather than other higher level of education. It may be concluded that there was poor infrastructure development in the tribal regions and lack of better facilities for higher schooling.
FIGURE 3

CLASSIFICATION OF THE RESPONDENTS BASED ON EDUCATION
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TABLE 10

MARITAL STATUS AND TYPE OF FAMILY OF THE RESPONDENTS

	Particulars
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total



	Marital status

Married

Unmarried

Divorced

Widow
	54 (90)

-

2 (3.33)

4 (6.67)
	55 (91.67)

-

-

5 (8.33)
	109 (90.83)

-

2 (1.67)

9 (7.5)

	Type of family

Joint family

Nuclear family
	25 (41.67)

35 (58.33)
	8 (13.33)

52 (86.67)
	33 (27.5)

87 (72.5)

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figures in the paranthesis show the percentage to total.

Marital status


Normally, married women are allowed to go for work and unmarried women are allowed only with some restrictions depending on the socio-cultural and economic condition of the family. The marital status of the study revealed that 90 per cent of the respondents in the Udhagamandalam block were married and 3.33 percent were divorced and 6.67 percent of them were widows. In Kotagiri block, 91.67 per cent of the respondents are married and 8.33 per cent of them were widow. Thus majority of the respondents (90.83 per cent) were married.

Type of family

In Udhagamandalam block, 41.67 per cent of the respondents live in a joint family and 58.33 per cent of the respondents live in a nuclear family. In Kotagiri block, 13.33 per cent of the respondents live in a joint family and 86.67 per cent of the respondents live in a nuclear family. Thus, the average number of respondents (72.5 per cent) lives in a nuclear family.

TABLE 11

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE RESPONDENTS

	S. No.
	Type of work
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total

	1.
	Rearing buffaloes near settlement and sale of milk
	22 (36.67)
	12 (20)
	34 (28.33)

	2.
	Making shawls & selling in the market
	1 (1.67)
	9 (15)
	10 (8.33)

	3.
	Cultivating in their own land (Agriculture / Horticulture)
	15 (25)
	5 (8.33)
	20 (16.67)

	4.
	Forest food / honey collection
	-
	-
	-

	5.
	Agricultural labourers (not in their own land)
	22 (36.67)
	34 (56.67)
	56 (46.67)

	
	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total. 

Since occupation is the main source of income and thereby economic status, the current study tried to find out the occupational composition of the respondents. 


Table (11) indicated that in Udhagamandalam block majority of the respondents (36.67 per cent) were employed by rearing buffaloes near settlement and sale of milk. And (25 per cent) of the respondents were cultivating in their own lands. And 36.67 per cent of the respondents worked as agricultural labourers and 1.67 per cent of the respondents were engaged in making shawls and selling in markets.


In Kotagiri block, majority of the respondents (56.67 per cent) work as agricultural labourers. And 20 per cent of the respondents were employed by rearing buffaloes near settlement and sale of milk. And 15 per cent of the respondents are engaged in making shawls and selling in market. And 8.33 per cent of the respondents were engaged in cultivating in their own land.


In Udhagamandalam block, more than one third of the respondents were working as agricultural labours, (they do not own land), by rearing buffaloes and selling milk. Where as in Kotagiri block, one half of the respondents were working as agricultural labourers, not in their own land.

FIGURE 4

                  OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE RESPONDENTS
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B- Making shawls and selling in the market.

C- Cultivating in their own land (Agricultural/Horticulture).

D- Forest food/ honey collection.

E- Agricultural Laborers (not in their own land).

TABLE 12

INCOME LEVEL OF THE RESPONDENTS

	Monthly income (in rupees)
	Number of respondents

	
	Block I 

Udhagamandalam
	Block II 

Kotagiri

	Below 1000

1000-2000

2000-3000

3000-4000

4000-5000

Above 5000
	-

2 (3.33)

17 (28.33)

27 (45)

12 (20)

2 (3.33)
	-

5 (8.33)

19 (31.67)

28 (46.67)

7 (11.67)

1 (1.67)

	Total
	60
	60

	Average
	3746.67
	3186.67


Source: Field survey, 2011
Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total. 
Human development approach emphasized providing for all people, the basic means of well-being which included among other things food, health and education. According to Misra (2002), inclusion of income is justified on the ground that it enables the exercise of choice with respect to two other indicators, i.e., education and health which are common to the human resource development.


Mandal (2002), stated that the correlation between income and non-income indicators is lower than the correlation between non-income indicators is lower than the correlation between non-income indicators. Gandhi (2002) observed that if basic minimum needs are met, it would provide the pre-conditions for improving the quality of life.


According to table (12) in the Udhagamandalam block, majority of the respondents (45 per cent) were earning the monthly income of Rs. 3000-4000. However in the Kotagiri block, majority of the respondents (46.67 per cent) were getting the monthly income of Rs. 3000-4000. On an average, the income earned by the respondents in Udhagamandalam block (Rs. 3746.67) was greater than that of Kotagiri Block (Rs. 3186.67).
FIGURE 5

                             INCOME LEVEL OF THE RESPONDENTS
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                                                          TABLE 13

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS

	Demographic characteristics
	Block I Udhagamandalam
	Block II Kotagiri
	Total

	Sex

Male

Female

Sex Ratio
	141 (58.02)

102 (41.98)

723.40
	118 (59.30)

81 (40.70)

686.44
	259 (58.60)

183 (41.40)

706.56

	Age in years

0-14

15-59

60+
	35 (14.40)

182 (74.90)

26 (10.70)
	28 (14.07)

153 (76.88)

18 (9.05)
	63 (14.25)

335 (75.79)

44 (9.96)

	Young dependency ratio
	19.23
	18.30
	-

	Old Dependency Ratio
	14.29
	11.77
	-

	Dependency Ratio
	33.52
	30.07
	-

	Literacy ratio
	35.80
	34.17
	-

	Work participation ratio
	74.90
	76.88
	-

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.

The table13 indicated the demographic characteristics of the selected sample households.

Sex ratio is defined as the number of females per thousand males. Sex composition of a population is an indicator of the socio-economic and health conditions of males and females.


In the study, male population was 58.02 per cent and female population was 41.98 per cent in Udhagamandalam block. In Kotagiri block, 58.60 per cent were male population and 41.40 per cent were female population. Thus, the sex ration in Udhagamandalam was 732.40 females per 1000 males which was greater than Kotagiri block 686.44 females per 1000 males.


Age is an important indicator in assessing the working capacity of an individual. In the households of respondents, taking the male and female together in Udhagamandalam block, there was about 74.90 per cent and in Kotagiri Block was about 76.88 percent  in the active working age group of 15 to 59 years and 14.40 percent in Udhagamandalam Block and 14.07 per cent in Kotagiri block were below 14 years of age. The remaining 10.70 per cent in Udhagamandalam block and 9.05 per cent in Kotagiri block were in the age group of 60+.


Dependency ratio was 33.52 per cent in Udhagamandalam block and 30.07 per cent in Kotagiri block, the young dependency ratio being in Udhagamandalam block was 19.23 per cent and Kotagiri block it was 18.30 per cent and old dependency ration in Udhagamandalam block was 14.29 per cent and in Kotagiri block it was 11.77 per cent. The literacy ratio in Udhagamandalam block was 35.80 per cent and in Kotagiri block it was 34.17 per cent. The work participation rate in Udhagamandalam block was 74.90 per cent and in Kotagiri block it was 76.88 per cent.


In both the blocks, with more than one third of literate population contributed 75 and 77 per cent in work participation. Hence, if they are educated by imparting skill towards job oriented course, their contribution to the family and to the society at large could be expected.

TABLE 14

SAVINGS OF THE RESPONDENTS

	Characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total

	Savings

Yes

No
	36 (60)

24 (40)
	29 (48.33)

31 (51.67)
	65 (54.17)

55 (45.83)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Sources of Savings

Commercial Bank

Cooperative Bank

Chit funds

Friends & Relatives
	2 (5.56)

1 (2.78)

33 (91.67)

-
	4 (13.79)

3 (10.35)

22 (75.86)

-
	6 (9.23)

4 (6.15)

55 (84.62)

-

	Total
	36
	29
	65

	Amount saved per month (in Rs.)
	
	
	

	100-200

200-300

300-400

400-500
	30 (83.33)

-

-

6 (16.67)
	20 (68.97)

2 (6.90)

-

7 (24.14)
	50 (76.92)

2 (3.08)

-

13 (20)

	Total
	36
	29
	65

	Reasons for saving
	
	
	

	For educating their children
	10 (27.78)
	14 (48.28)
	24 (36.92)

	For the future
	20(55.56)
	11 (37.93)
	31 (47.69)

	To meet the emergency
	4 (11.11)
	4 (13.79)
	8 (12.31)

	For marriage
	2 (5.56)
	-
	2 (3.08)

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011, Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
Savings
Table 14 indicated that in Udhagamandalam block, majority of the respondents (60 per cent) had their savings and remaining 40 per cent of the respondents did not have the habit of savings. And in Kotagiri Block, majority of the respondents (51.67 per cent) did not have the habit of savings i.e., they did not save; and only 43.33 per cent of the respondents had the habit of savings. Thus among the total 120 respondents, only 54.17 per cent of them had the habit of savings and the remaining (45.83 per cent) of them did not save.

Source of savings

Out of 120 respondents, only 65 members had their savings. Out of 65 members who saved, 36 respondents belonged to Udhagamandalam block and 29 respondents belonged to Kotagiri block. In Udhagamandalam block, majority of the respondents (91.67 per cent) saved their money in chit funds and (5.56 per cent) of the respondents saved their money in Commercial banks and only (2.78 per cent) of the respondents saved in co-operative banks. In Kotagiri block, majority of the respondents (75.86 per cent) saved their money with chit funds and (13.79 percent) of the respondents saved their money with commercial banks and (10.35 per cent) of the respondents saved their money with co-operative banks. Thus, most of the respondents (84.62 per cent) saved their money in chit funds and (9.23 per cent) of the respondents saved in commercial banks and only (6.15 per cent) of the respondents saved in co-operative banks.

Amount saved per month (in Rs.)

Table14 indicated that in Udhagamandalam block, (83.33 per cent) of the respondents saved Rs. 100-200 only as their savings and (16.67 per cent) of the respondents saved to the tune of Rs. 400-500. In Kotagiri block, (68.97 per cent) of the respondents saved Rs.100-200 as their savings and (24.14 per cent) of the respondents saved Rs. 200-300 as heir savings. Thus, majority of the respondents (76.92 per cent) saved only Rs. 100-200 as their savings and only (20 per cent) of the respondents were able to save Rs. 400-500. Low level of savings of the respondents (Rs. 100-200) indicated that due to their unstable income and mounting up of expenditure for the family in the form of educating their children and increased consumption expenditure did not pay way for them to save more.

Reason for savings
In Kotagiri block, 48.28 per cent of the respondents saved their income to meet the education expenditure of their children, whereas in Udhagamandalam, the purpose was different i.e., the selected respondents were curious about the future for which they wanted to save and to meet the unforeseen expenditure.
TABLE 15

ITEMS CONSUMED BY THE RESPONDENTS

	Characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II

	Milk / curd

Daily

Rarely

Never
	60 (100)

-

-
	60 (100)

-

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Pulses / beans

Daily

Weekly

Occasionally

Never
	6 (10)

53 (88.33)

1 (1.67)

-
	19 (31.67)

36 (60)

5 (8.33)

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Green leafy vegetables

Daily

Weekly

Occasionally

Never
	-

60 (100)

-

-
	-

56 (93.33)

4 (6.67)

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Other vegetables

Daily

Weekly

Occasionally

Never 
	56 (93.33)

4 (6.67)

-

-
	50 (83.33)

10 (16.67)

-

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Fruits

Daily

Weekly

Occasionally

Rarely

Never
	3(5)

7 (11.67)

45 (75)

5 (8.33)

-
	-

5 (8.33)

28 (46.67)

27 (45)

-

	Total
	60
	60

	Eggs

Never
	60 (100)
	60 (100)

	Total
	60
	60

	Chicken / meat

Never
	60 (100)
	60 (100)

	Total
	60
	60


Source: Field survey, 2011.
Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
In Udhagamandalam block, 100 per cent of the respondents consumed milk/curd daily. But 88.33 per cent of the respondent consumed pulses / beans and fruits very rarely i.e., one time / week and 100 per cent of the respondent consumed green leafy vegetable once in a week. Thus, 100 per cent of the respondent never consumed eggs or chicken / meat, because of religious reasons.


In Kotagiri block, 100 per cent of the respondent consumed milk/curd daily. But 60 percent of the respondent consumed pulses / beans and fruits very rarely i.e., one time/week and 93.33 per cent of the respondent consumed green leafy vegetable once in a week. Thus, 100 per cent of the respondent never consumed eggs or chicken/meat, because of religious reasons.

TABLE 16

FAMILY EXPENDITURE IN THE SELECTED BLOCKS

	Amount
	Food
	Clothing
	Rent
	Education
	Health
	Transport
	Entertainment

	
	U
	K
	U
	K
	U
	K
	U
	K
	U
	K
	U
	K
	U
	K

	100-200
	-
	-
	17               (28.33)
	36           (60)
	-
	-
	9               (20.46)
	15           (55.56)
	32                 (53.33)
	48               (80)
	45             (75)
	56  (93.33)
	30
 (75)
	29 
(100)

	200-300
	2 (3.33)
	-
	18                   (30)
	17    (28.33)
	-
	-
	13          (29.54)
	12           (44.44)
	15            (25)
	11           (18.33)
	15         (25)
	4              (6.67)
	10          (25)
	-

	300-400
	1 (1.67)
	4 
(6.67)
	4                 (6.67)
	1            (1.67)
	-
	-
	3          (6.82)
	-
	2                   (3.33)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	400-500
	7 (11.67)
	20 (33.33)
	13               (21.67)
	6                 (10)
	-
	-
	14          (31.82)
	-
	10                (16.67)
	1            (1.67)
	-
	-
	-
	-

	500-1000
	39 
(65)
	35 (58.33)
	8            (13.33)
	-
	-
	-
	5             (11.36)
	-
	1                   (1.67)
	-
	-
	--
	-
	-

	1000-1500
	11 (18.33)
	1 
(1.67)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total
	60
	60
	60
	60
	-
	-
	44
	27
	60
	60
	60
	60
	40
	29

	Average
	843.33
	631.67
	383.33
	261.67
	-
	-
	384.09
	238.89
	265
	173.33
	178.33
	148.33
	201.25
	124.14


 Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.

U – Udhagamandalam Block
K – Kotagiri Block


On an average, the Udhagamandalam block respondents were spending Rs. 843.33 on food, Rs. 383.33 on clothing, Rs. 384.09 on education, Rs. 265 on health, Rs. 178.33 on transport and Rs. 201.25 on entertainment. However, in the Kotagiri block, the respondents were spending Rs. 631.67 on food, Rs. 261.67 on clothing, Rs. 238.89 on education, Rs. 148.33 on transport and Rs. 124.14 on entertainment. The Expenditure pattern of Udhagamandalam block was higher than the Kotagiri block, which implied that compared to the people at Udhagamandalam, people of Kotagiri were poor.

          To verify Keynes law of consumption, with monthly expenditure as the dependent variable and monthly income as the explanatory variable, regression equation was fitted by using the ordinary least squares method. The estimated equation is

       Y= 
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1X+u

       E= 514.873+ 0.831 I

       t*= (2.718)    (16.246)

Significance=  (0.008)    (0.00)

      E= Total Expenditure

      I= Total Income

F= 263.935; R2= 0.691; R2= 0.688; N=120.

(Statistically Significant at 1% level)

    
With every unit increase in monthly income, on an average the monthly expenditure increases by 0.83 units. The marginal propensity to consume is 0.83 proving the Kenyne’s Psychological law of consumption. The estimated parameters are also statistically significant. Income alone could explain about 69 percent (R2) of the variations in expenditure. 

Borrowings of the respondents


Economic theory suggests that reasonable levels of borrowing are likely to enhance economic growth, both through factor accumulation and productivity growth. Countries at early stages of development had small stock of capital and are likely to have investment opportunities with higher rates of return than advanced economies.

The poverty striken households normally face the problem of debt and it is very acute in certain cases. When income is insufficient to meet the basic needs, the poor people resort to borrowing which in the long turn become a heavy burden on them.


Krishna, (2003) cited that marriages and deaths were reasons for the prevalence of poverty among the villages. Due to their low income, majority of the samples took loans to celebrate festivals. Debt is always taken in times of necessity or emergency. But the poor people make this necessity or emergency as their need. The debt must be reduced in order to improve the condition of the poor and reduce their burden.  The small families borrowed to meet the day to day affairs or other emergencies which turned out to become huge debt and the repayment became too difficult for them.


Table 17 indicated that in Udhagamandalam 28.33 per cent of the respondents had debt. Similarly, in Kotagiri block 43.33 per cent of the respondents had debt. Thus out of 120 respondents (64.17 per cent) of the respondents did not have debt which showed that both the blocks, the respondents were able to mange their expenses with out much borrowing. In order to find out more details about debt in two blocks, the investigator had analyzed source of borrowing, the amount borrowed /repaid and the purpose of borrowing, which are presented in table 17.

TABLE 17

BORROWINGS OF THE RESPONDENTS

	Characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total

	Debt

Yes

No
	17 (28.33)

43 (71.67)
	26 (43.33)

34 (56.67)
	43 (35.83)

77 (64.17)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Sources of borrowing

Commercial banks

Chit funds

Friends & relatives

Private money lenders
	4 (23.53)

-

5 (29.41)

8 (47.06)
	6 (23.08)

-

4 (15.39)

16 (61.54)
	10 (23.26)

-

9 (20.93)

24 (55.81)

	Total
	17
	26
	43

	Amount borrowed (Rs)
1000-10000

10000-20000

20000-30000
	10 (58.82)

3 (17.65)

4 (23.53)
	14 (53.85)

9 (34.62)

3 (11.54)
	24 (55.31)

12 (27.91)

7 (16.28)

	Total
	17
	26
	43

	Amount repaid (Rs)
1000-5000

5000-10000

10000-15000

15000-20000

Not yet paid
	9 (53.94)

4 (23.53)

1 (5.88)

-

3 (17.65)
	16 (61.54)

5 (19.23)

2 (7.69)

-

3 (11.54)
	25 (58.14)

9 (20.93)

3 (6.98)

-

6 (13.95)

	Total
	17
	26
	43

	Purpose of borrowing

for agriculture

For marriage

To meet medical expenses

Educational purpose
	4 (23.53)

7 (41.18)

5 (29.41)

1 (5.88)
	6 (23.08)

7 (26.92)

11 (42.31)

2 (7.69)
	10 (23.26)

14 (32.56)

16 (37.21)

3 (6.98)

	Total
	17
	26
	43


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.


In Udhagamandalam block, majority of the respondents (47.06 per cent) had borrowed from private money lenders followed by friends and relatives. And (23.53 per cent) of the respondents had borrowed money from commercial banks. Where as in Kotagiri block, majority of the respondents (61.54 per cent) borrowed money from private money lenders followed by commercial banks (23.08 per cent); friends and relatives by (15.39 percent). Thus, most of the respondents, (55.81 percent) had borrowed money from private money-lenders followed by commercial banks and friends and relatives 23.26 and 29.93 percent respectively. Majority of the respondents in the two blocks borrowed money mainly from the money-lenders which showed their easy accessibility and approachability of the money lenders.

Amount borrowed

Table 17 indicated that in Udhagamandalam block, (58.82 per cent) of the respondents borrowed money to the tune of Rs. 1000-10,000 and 23.53 percent borrowed Rs. 20,000-30,000/- and 17.65 percent of them borrowed          Rs. 10,000-20,000/- where as in Kotagiri block, (53.83 per cent) of the respondents borrowed Rs.1000-10,000/- and (34.62 per cent) of them borrowed Rs. 10,000-20,000 and (11.54 per cent) of them borrowed Rs.20,000-                Rs.30, 000. In both the blocks, majority of the respondents borrowed less than Rs 10,000 only.

Amount repaid

Table 17 indicated that in Udhagamandalam block (52.94 per cent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs. 1000-5000. And (23.53 per cent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs.5000-10000. And (5.88 percent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs. 10,000-15,000. Less than 20 per cent of the respondents did not pay the borrowed amount.


In Kotagiri block, (61.54 per cent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs. 1000-5,000. And (19.23 per cent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs. 5,000-10,000. And (7.69 per cent) of the respondents had repaid the borrowed amount of Rs. 10,000-15,000. Only 12 percent of the respondents did not pay the borrowed amount. Majority of the respondents in both the blocks had paid their borrowed amount.
Purpose of borrowing

In Udhagamandalam block, (41.18 per cent) of the respondents mainly borrowed money to meet the marriage expenses. And (29.41 per cent) of them borrowed to meet medical expenses. And (23.53 per cent) of the respondents borrowed money to meet agriculture expense and only a very few (5.88 per cent) of the respondents borrowed money to meet educational expenditure.


Whereas in Kotagiri block, (42.31 per cent) of the respondents had borrowed money to meet medical expenses and only (26.92 per cent) of the respondents borrowed money to meet marriage expenditure and very few 23.08 per cent of them borrowed money for educational purpose. Thus, mostly the respondents had borrowed the amount to meet their medical expenses.


In Udhagamandalam block, 41 per cent of the respondents borrowed money to celebrate the marriage functions, which is unproductive, whereas in Kotagiri block, 42 per cent to the respondents used the borrow money to meet their medical expenses.

TABLE 18

HOUSING

	Characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total

	Number of rooms

1

2

3

4

5
	-

19 (31.67)

31 (51.67)

9 (15)

1 (1.67)
	4 (6.67)

30 (50)

25 (41.67)

1 (1.67)

-
	4 (3.33)

49 (40.83)

56 (46.67)

10 (8.33)

1 (0.83)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Type of houses

Hut

Kachha

Pucca

Semi-pucca
	21 (35

-

5 (8.33)

34 (56.67)
	41 (68.33)

-

1 (1.67)

18 (30)
	62 (51.67)

-

6 (5)

52 (42.33)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Sources of lighting 

Kerosene

Bulb

Tube light

Candle
	-

49 (81.67)

11 (18.33)

-
	-

56 (93.33)

4 (6.67)

-
	-

105 (87.5)

15 (12.5)

-

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Toilet

Indian toilet

Nil
	18 (30)

42 (70)
	3 (5)

57 (95)
	21 (17.5)

99 (82.5)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Fuel used

Gas

Fire wood
	39 (65)

21 (35)
	28 (456.67)

32 (53.33)
	67 (55.83)

53 (44.17)

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.

The table18 indicated that all the respondents had their own house.

Number of rooms


In Udhagamandalam block, 51.67 per cent of the respondents had three rooms in their houses; and 31.67 per cent of the respondents had two rooms in their house and 15 per cent of the respondents had four rooms and only 1.67 percent of the respondents had five rooms in their houses.


In Kotagiri block, 50 per cent of the respondents had two rooms in their house. And 41.67 per cent of the respondents had three rooms in their house. And 6.67 per cent of the respondents had one room and only 1.67 per cent of the respondents had four rooms in their house.

Type of house

In Udhagamandalam block, majority of the respondents (56.67 per cent) live in semi-pucca house and 85 per cent live in huts and 8.33 per cent live in pucca house. In Kotagiri block, 68.33 per cent of the respondents live in huts and 30 per cent live in semi-pucca house and only 1.67 per cent of the respondents live in pucca house.

Source of lighting

In the selected two blocks, all the houses used electricity as a source of light.

Toilet

In Udhagamandalam block, 30 per cent of the respondents used toilet inside their house and 70 per cent of the respondents did not have toilet inside their houses. In Kotagiri block, 95 per cent of the respondents did not have toilet inside their houses. 

Fuel used

In Udhagamandalam block, 65 percent of the respondents used gas for cooking. And 35 per cent of the respondents used fire wood for cooking. In Kotagiri block, 53.33 per cent used fire wood for cooking. Only 46.67 per cent of the respondents used gas for cooking.

TABLE 19

NUMBER OF HOURS TO WORK

	Characteristics
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II
	Total

	Hours work/day

4 hours

5 hours

6 hours

7 hours

8 hours
	-

2 (3.33)

14 (23.33)

36 (60)

8 (13.33)
	4 (6.67)

6 (10)

11 (18.33)

35 (58.33)

4 (6.67)
	4 (3.33)

8 (6.67)

25 (20.83)

71 (59.17)

12 (10)

	Total
	60
	60
	120

	Nature of payment

Daily

Weekly

Monthly
	-

27 (45)

33 (55)
	-

46 (76.67)

14 (23.33)
	-

73 (60.83)

47 (39.17)

	Total
	60
	60
	120


Source: Field survey, 2011.
Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.

In Udhagamandalam block, 60 per cent of the respondents worked for seven hours/day. And 23.33 per cent worked six hours/day. And 13.33 per cent of the respondent worked eight hour/day. Only 3.33 per cent of the respondents worked five hours day. In Kotagiri block, 58.33 percent of the respondents worked for seven hours/ day and 18.33 per cent of the respondents worked six hours/day and 10 per cent of the respondents worked five hours and 6.67 per cent of the respondents worked eight hours and four hours/day.

Nature of payment

In Udhagamandalam block, 55 per cent of the respondents received their payment monthly and 45 per cent of the respondents received their payment/ week. In Kotagiri block, 76.67 percent of the respondents received their payment weekly indicating that majority of them were coolies, because of their irregular nature of the job and 23.33 percent of the respondents received their payment monthly.
                                                         TABLE 20

ASSETS OWNED BY THE RESPONDENTS

	Assets

Owning
	Udhagamandalam 

Block I
	Kotagiri 

Block II

	
	Number
	Percentage
	Value of Assets
	Number
	Percentage
	Value Of Assets

	Jewels
	58
	96.7
	34034.48
	53
	88.33
	26830.19

	Furniture
	60
	100
	743.33
	60
	100
	585

	Fan
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TV
	59
	98.33
	3101.70
	58
	96.67
	2698.28

	Mobile
	43
	71.67
	1732.56
	23
	38.33
	1669.57

	Mixer
	43
	71.67
	1732.56
	23
	38.33
	1669.57

	Grinder
	10
	16.67
	3720
	3
	5
	3500

	Iron Box
	2
	3.33
	600
	1
	1.67
	500

	Cooker
	45
	75
	573.33
	25
	41.67
	590

	Total
	
	
	46394 .69
	
	
	37891.79


Source: Field Survey 2011 

Figures in the parenthesis Shows the Percentage to total.


The respondents in the selected two blocks did not possess fan, since the climate is more favourable for them. In both the blocks, almost are the respondents had, jewels, furniture, TV. The other assets such as cooker, Mixer were moderately used by the respondents.

Access to public Distribution system

Food security in the Indian context has so far concentrated on making available food grains cereals to the vulnerable sections of society at subsidized prices. The primary instrument for the implementation of this programme is the public Distribution System (PDS), which had its origin in the scarcity regime of pre-independence period; the government was forced to introduce rationing after the Bengal famine. For long years, India had been suffering from shortages of food grains and the only solution to keep prices within the reach of particularly the local urban low income groups was to build up public sector by procurement and imports in case of shortfalls to meet the public Distribution system (PDS) commitment.

TABLE 21

ACCESS TO PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

	ITEMS
	No. of Households

	
	Udhagamandalam 

Block I
	Kotagiri 

Block II

	
	PDS
	OM
	PDS
	OM

	Rice 
	60

(25)
	47

(42.73)
	60

(25)
	32

(32.65)

	Sugar
	60

(25)
	60

(54.55)
	60

(25)
	60

(61.22)

	Kerosene
	60

(25)
	-
	60

(25)
	-

	Wheat 
	60

(25)
	3

(2.73)
	60

(25)
	6

(6.12)


Source
: Field Survey, 2011.

Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total


In rural areas P. D. S enables them to get the commodities like Rice, Sugar, and Kerosene at a very subsidized rate. In the present study, majority of the households were benefited from the PDS. It was found that majority of the households owned ration Card. Thus, among the selected household in Udhagamandalam block and in Kotagiri block, 120 respondents purchased items like Rice, Sugar, Kerosene, and Wheat from P. D. S But quality and quantity given by the ration shop was not adequate. They preferred to buy from the wholesale or retail shops than the ration shop. Thus, 42.73 percent of the respondent purchase rice from open market and 54.55 percent of them purchased sugar from open market and 2.73 percent open market in Udhagamandalam block. In Kotagiri block except wheat, the respondents purchased items like rice, sugar and kerosene from P.D.S.


The things which benefits the poor and brings advantage has its darker side also. An aspect which attributed advantage also equally attributed disadvantage. The items purchased through P.D.S may not be sufficient for the family. The option which lies at the end is the wholesale or retail market. The majority of the respondents complained that the items supplied through the P. D. S were not sufficient.
III Factors determining work status of the women 

An attempt was made to analyses the factors determining work participation of women within a family, given the economic and domestic constraint. The work participation equation estimated was of the form.

Y = (0+ (1 X1. (2 X2 + (3 X3 …………(10 X10 +U

Y1 = Labour Participation, dummy taking value 1 for employed and Zero otherwise

X1 = Age of the women in years

X2 = Education of the women in different levels.

X3 = Wages rate of the women in Rs

X4 = Husband’s earning is Rs

X5 = Number of Children between 0-6 years

X6 = Number of Children between 6-15 Years

X7 = Number of Children above 15 years of age

X8 = Age of the youngest child

X9 = Number of dependents in the family

X10 = Women’s age square; and

Ui = Random term


The age variable is included in the model to allow for the impact of lifecycle on women to enter the labour force, as they grow older. A quadratic specification of wife’s age is also introduced to further capture this impact. Higher educational level reflects women’s higher earning potential. An increase in husband’s earning is expected to a negative effect on woman taking up paid job.


Children in different age groups have different effects on mothers work participation. The presence of preschool children, whose caring and rearing requires considerable time, have a negative effect on work participation. As the children grow older, the cost of bringing them up tends to increase work participation. The impact of the presence of dependents is likely to differ depending on the nature of dependency. If the dependents is very old and sick, the women’s work participating may reduce, while a healthy dependents tends to increase woman’s work participation. The above model was estimated by using probit method of analysis under two specifications of with and without women’s age square. The results are presented in table 22.
                                                         TABLE 22

PROBIT RESULTS FOR WOMEN’S WORK PARTICIPATION

	S. No
	Variables
	Model I
	Model II

	
	
	Slop
	Value
	Slop
	Value

	1
	Constant
	-2.3528
	-1.422
	1.0428
	1.134

	2
	Woman’s age
	0.2050
	2.453*
	0.0379
	0.226

	3
	Woman’s education
	-8127
	-1.341
	0.7146
	-1.192

	4
	Husband’s earnings
	-0022
	-1.217
	- .9392
	- 549

	5
	Children between 0-6 years
	-5476
	-1.854**
	-6456
	2.234*

	6
	Children between 6-15 years
	0.4997
	2183*
	0.4853
	2.193*

	7
	Children above 15 Years of age
	.4156
	0.487
	.5066
	0.554

	8
	Age of the youngest child
	-0.254
	-0.110
	-0.4632
	-208

	9
	Number of dependents
	-0.0259
	-2.432
	-
	-

	10
	Age squares 1og likelihood 
[image: image32.wmf]2

c


  (likelihood ratio)
	   29.5507


	       -
	23.3463

 
	-

	11
	Degree of freedom
	        9
9


	-

-
	       8
8


	-



	12
	Percentage of correct prediction


	74


	-


	70


	-



	13
	Number of cases
	120
	-
	120
	-



Source compiled from field survey. Statistically significant at 5 percent level.


The table 22 revealed that the directional behaviour and significance of the anatory variables exhibit almost similar tendencies under the two models and identifications. The impact of an increase in the women’s age was positive in both models, though it was found to be grow statically significant in model I. Thus, as the women grow older, the tendency to enter labour market also increased. However, a negative and significant relationship was observed in the case of age square implying that in latter stage of their life, the tendency to enter the labour market was low.


Women’s education was found to have an insignificant negative impact on work participation. This may be attributed to the inability of women to find a job utilizing her qualification and training to the full extent.


Husband‘s income revealed a negative substitution effect, with the impact being insignificant under both the models. Pre-school children were observed to impose a significant constraint on the willingness to join labour market. This was because of the considerable time required for their attention and care. The presence of children in the age group of six to 15 years had significant positive impact on women’s participation in labour market. The increased cost of bringing up the children might have forced the women to take up employment.

The impact of the increase in the number of children above 15 years of age on women’s work participation was found to be positive but insignificant, contrary to the expectation, the age of the youngest child emerged statistically insignificant to both the models. On the other hand, the influence of dependent was found to significantly reduce women’s probability of working. The need to take care of old and elder persons might have reduced women’s work participation. To sum up, the findings showed that while the presence of young children below six years elderly dependents and age square tend to reduce work participation of women, age and growing child tend to encourage women to enter labour market. The above findings also confirm the earlier findings stated in the studies by Malathi (1991).

Chi- square test

Women employment is assumed to be fundamental for their economic dependency and improvement on social status and empowerment. However, women’s decision to work depends on both economic and social factors like age, education, husband’s income, marital status, number of children below 6 years and the number of dependents in the family. Hence, chi-square test was used to examine the association work status and the above mentioned socio economic factors. The hypothesis tested was:

Ho: There is no associate between work status and the selected socio economic factors.

Ha: The variables are associated.


The estimated chi- square values are given in the following table 23.
TABLE 23

ASSOCIATION OF WORK STATUS WITH SELECTED SOCIO ECONOMICS VARIABLES

	S. No
	VARIABLES
	CHI-SQUARED VALUE

	1
	Age
	35.519
	Independent

	2
	Education
	6.775
	Independent

	3
	Martial Status
	1.371
	Independent

	4
	Number of children (below 6 years)
	7.730**
	Dependent

	5
	No. Of dependents
	9.953***
	Dependent

	6
	Husband’s income
	17.112
	Dependent


Source Based on field Survey

** and *** significant at 5% and 10% level respectively.


From the table 23 it is evident that the presence of pre school children significantly affected the work status of the women, since considerable time was required for their attention and care. Similarly, the number of dependents in the family was also found to influence at (10percent) the work status of the women. Since the presence of elderly dependent restraint the women from entering the job market. The remaining variables were however, found to have insignificant association with the work status of women.

IV. The Problems of the Respondents and Suggest Measures to improve the Status of the SC/ ST Women in Nilgiris District
TABLE 24

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE RESPONDENTS

	PROBLEMS
	Udhagamandalam 

Block I
	Kotagiri 

Block II

	Insufficient Wages
	26
	30

	Ill-treatment by other Caste people
	19

(31.67)
	15

(25)

	Restriction to participate in other caste festivals /functional
	7

(11.67)
	10

(16.67)

	Inadequate employment opportunities in the open market
	8

(13.33)
	5

(8.33)

	Total
	60
	60


   Source: Field survey, 2011


Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.
The current study tries to find out the major problems faced by the respondents in understand had the Kotagiri Blocks. From table 24 it was evident that unemployment and inadequate wage were major problems in those two blocks However, in both Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri blocks, ill treatment given by the other caste people by not interacting with them seemed to be the major social problem in the area.
TABLE 25

MEASURES REQUIRED TO IMPROVE THE ECONOMIC STATUS

	Measures
	Udhagamandalam

Block I
	Kotagiri

Block II

	Need more employment opportunities
	19 (31.67)
	20 (33.33)

	Need proper wages
	23 (38.33)
	28 (46.67)

	Need government help to improve the standard of living
	18 (30)
	12 (20)

	Total
	60
	60


   Source: Field survey, 2011


Figure in the paranthesis shows percentage to total.

The current study tried to find out the measure required by the respondents to improve the economic status. Table 25 showed the information on measures required to improve the economic status. From the table, it was clear that both the blocks need proper wages and more employment opportunities and government help to improve the standard of living.                                              

CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

            The tribal, are endogamous groups sharing common language and culture. The term ‘tribe’ has been widely used in anthropological, but there is no general consensus as to its precise definition or appropriate application. In the sense, of a pre-political or pre-contract society, the term ‘Tribe’ has passed into general usage as a synonym for a primitive social group. The Government of India, to identify a Scheduled Tribe, considered traits, a distinctive culture, shyness of contact with the public at large, geographical isolation and social and economic backwardness. Among the Scheduled Tribes, Government has identified serval Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) by considering the characteristics of a per-agricultural level of technology, a stagnant or declining population, extremely low literacy and a subsistence level of economy.

              According to 2001 census, there are about 573 tribes with 84.3 million population constituting 8.2 percent of the country’s population. It is the second largest tribal population in the world, next to Africa. These 573 tribal groups, which are sub-divided into groups, which spread over the country, but mostly concentrated in the hilly and forest regions. These tribes differ considerably from one another linguistically, racially and in their culture, benefits, myths and customs. The constitution adopted by independent India guarantees certain rights to the tribal people and the areas they inhabit have been declared scheduled areas which receive special attention from administrators and planners. Against the background of the constitutional provisions protecting the interests of the tribals and an assessment of their problems, cultural and socio-economic, serval ameliorative measures have been taken for the overall development of the tribal communities. Tribal areas have also been brought under the ambit of planning and a transformation is slowly taking place in many tribal areas in the states.

     
In Tamil Nadu, the Government has identified out of 36 Scheduled Tribes, six Scheduled Tribes as ‘Primitive Tribal Groups’. They are Todas, Kotas, Kurumbas, Irulas, Paniyans and Kattunayakans. Surprisingly, all these six PTGs live in Nilgiris District. The Nilgiris district, the study area, is a hilly region, named as ‘Blue mountains’ and is located at the junction on the Eastern and Western Ghats with an average elevation of 6500 ft between three states Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. This district is ethnically popular because of the presence of the above mentioned six primitive tribes, besides Badagas, an agricultural community.

     
The current study on “Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics of SC/ST women in Nilgiris district” is an attempt to find out whether the development programmes have really benefited the people in Nilgiris District, a case study was undertaken at micro level covering two blocks out of six blocks exist in the district. Further, the study also tried to find out factors which determine labour force participation of Women, given the economic and domestic constraints with the following objectives              

Objectives of the Study     

(i) To study the demographic profile of Tribal population in India/ State and District level.

(ii)  Socio-Economic profile of the people in the selected area.

(iii)  Factors determining labour force participation of women, given the economic and domestic constraints.

(iv)  To analyse the relationship between the income and expenditure of the selected group.

(v)  To analyse the problems of the respondents and suggest measures to improve the status of SC/ST women in Nilgiris District.

The following hypotheses were tested in the study:

Hypothesis

In the course of the study, the following hypotheses were examined. 

i. Women were found to work because of the existence of Poverty.
ii. Employment status enhance the economic status of women  in decision making in the family matters.
iii. There is no association between work status and selected socio-economic factors.

Methodology

    
The study was based on primary and secondary data, which were collected with the help of a well-structured and pre-tested interview schedule administered to 120 respondents belonging to two blocks; viz., (i) Udhagamandalam (ii) Kotagiri in Nilgiris district. The required information were collected during the period of study from April 2010 to March 2011. The collected data were tabulated and analyzed by using Simple Percentages, Chi-square test, Probit analysis, Ageing Index, Sex Ratio, Literacy Rate, Work Participation Rate (Crude Activity Rate), Economic Dependency Ratio, Dependency Ratio and Regression.

The major findings of the study are summarized below.

Demographic profile of Tribal population
· A very sizeable segment of tribal population, resides in the states of Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Orissa, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.
· Regarding the population in all the selected blocks, there was an equal proportion of population existed in the total population of Nilgiris district.

· Regarding the population of SC/ST in Nilgiris district, all the blocks including the two municipalities, the number of SC and ST females population was slightly higher (around 51 percent) than the male population (around 50 percent), as per 2001 census of India, people in the Nilgiris district, did not show gender discrimination in accepting the females children which is a welcoming change.

· Regarding the literacy rate among STs and all Social Groups in India the literacy rate has increased from 8.53 percent in 1961 to 47.10 percent in 2001 for STs while the corresponding increase for total population was from 28.30 percent in 1961 to 64.84 percent in 2001, which showed that the importance of education. Education is a key indicator of human capital is expected to bring about the overall economic development of the area in particular and development of the economy at large.

· Regarding the literacy among STs, compared to male literacy, the female literacy of ST population in Nilgiris district is less (i.e., 46 to 48 percent).

Socio-Economic Profile

· In the selected sample, 80 percent and 71.67 percent were Hindus in the two blocks and the remaining 20 percent and 28.33 percent were Christians.

· The Caste of the respondents showed that 46.67 percent in Udhagamandalam and 41.67 percent in Kotagiri block were Scheduled Castes and the remaining 53.33 percent and 58.33 percent were Scheduled Tribes.

· Age classification of respondents revealed that most of the respondents were in the work-force category and capable of earning income and every possibility of improving the socio-economic status of the family.

· The demographic factors of the family size showed that 58.33 percent and 67 percent had two to three members in both the blocks.

· Nearly 28.33 percent and 25 percent of the respondents in the selected blocks studied up to primary level. And 6.67 percent and 5 percent studied up to higher secondary level. About 33.33 percent and 46.67 percent were illiterates in the selected two blocks.

· Married women constituted a higher percentage of representation in two blocks, i.e., 90 and 91 percent.

· Nuclear family was the dominant feature in both the blocks i.e., 72.5 percent.

· In Udhagamandalam block more than one third of the respondents were working as agricultural labours (they do not own land), by rearing buffaloes and selling milk. Whereas in Kotagiri block one half of the respondents were agricultural labours and did not own land.

· While analyzing the monthly income, it was found that on an average, the income earned by the respondents in Udhagamandalam block was (Rs. 3746.67) which was greater than the Kotagiri block (Rs. 3186.67).

· The Sex Ratio in Udhagamandalam females 732.40 per 1000 males which was greater than Kotagiri block 686.44.

●
Dependency ratio was 32.52 percent and 30.07 percent. The young dependency ratio was 19.23 percent and 18.30 percent. Whereas, old dependency ratio was 14.29 percent and 11.77 percent respectively. Work Participation Rate was 74.90 and 76.88 percent.

●
In both the blocks, with more than one third of literate population contributed 75 and 77 percent towards work participation. Hence, if they are educated properly by imparting skill towards job oriented course, their contribution to the family and the society at large could be expected.

●
Nearly half of the respondents (56.67 percent) lived in semi pucca house and a very few i.e., 8.33 percent lived in pucca house while 35 percent lived in huts.

●
The assets portfolio of the two selected blocks revealed that majority of them possessed Jewels, Furniture, T.V, Mobile, Mixer, Grinder, cooker, Iron box.

●
All the households’ electricity was the major supply but had problems like piped water supply.

     ●
Nearly 40.83 percent of the households had two rooms.

     ●
Nearly 59.17 percent of the respondents worked for seven hours per day and 60.83 percent of the respondents were coolies received weekly payment.

Expenditure pattern
· Proportion of food expenditure was higher in the two selected blocks. On an average, the people in the two blocks spent a higher on food, i.e., Rs. 843 and  630.
Saving and debt pattern

· 60 percent of the respondents in Udhagamandalam block had savings. Whereas in Kotagiri block it was 43.33 percent. The amount saved by them varied from Rs. 100-300.

●
Majority of the respondents preferred to deposit their savings in chit funds, a very few of them preferred commercial banks.

● The main reason for saving was to meet the educational expenditure of their  
children.
· The incidence of borrowing was higher in two blocks.
· The major source of borrowing was from money lenders who charged exorbitant rate of interest.

· The purpose of borrowing varied in the selected blocks. In Udhagamandalam block majority of the respondents (41.18 percent) mainly borrowed money to celebrate the marriage function, which is unproductive. Whereas in Kotagiri block, 42 percent of the respondents used the borrowed money to meet their medical expenses.

Discriminant analysis

· Women’s education was found to have an insignificant negative impact on work participation. This may be attributed to the inability of woman to find a job utilizing her qualification and training to the full extent.

· To sum-up, the findings showed that while the presence of young children below six years. Elderly dependents and age square tend to reduce work participation of woman, while age and growing child did tend to encourage women to enter labour market. The above findings also confirm the ealier findings stated in the studies by Malathy (1991).

· Regarding the problems faced by the respondents in both Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri block, ill treatment given by other caste people by not interacting with them seemed to be the major social problem in the area.

· With regard to the measures required to improve the economic status in both blocks, the respondents feet that they need to be paid adequate wages and more employment opportunities and Government help to improve their standard of living.    
Suggestions

On the basis of the finding of the study the following policy suggestions are offered for the sustainable development of SC/ST women in Nilgiris District.

i. The tribal planning will be unreal unless the culture characteristics and traditional skill are not considered in the formulation of tribal development schemes.

ii. It is very essential that the tribal development programmes should aim at reducing the poverty and migration of tribals. The tribals should be given priority in the process of implementation of their development programmes.

iii. Required number of High school and Colleges should be established in the remote areas for providing education to the remote areas for providing education to the deprived sections of the tribal communities. The female education should be given high priority for the all-round social development of the tribal households. Necessary health care units are to be set up in the tribal areas.

iv. A special strategy of planning can 60 made to develop agriculture for the tribals as per the geographical and ecological conditions of tribal areas for the commercial cultivation of cash crops.

v. Mostly tribals use to depend on forest produces for their livelihood which causes deforestation. Therefore, the forest department should evolve the employment generating schemes for forest management involving damaging forest resources and ecosystem.

vi. The national plan of tribal policy should clearly specify the sector – wise action points along with the allocation required, agencies responsible and mechanism for implementation monitoring and evaluation of the tribal development programmes.

vii.  There is a need to change the mind set of tribals in such a manner that they do not become the victims of dependency syndrome rather to develop their confidence and capabilities for sustaining their livelihood.

viii. Steps should be taken to establish more schools, preferably Asharm schools, with adequate number of trained teachers.

ix. Till today, tribal education in quantitative terms has been emphasized. Quantitative aspect has not received due attention in the educational policy framework. Thus, it is suggested to adopt suitable policy measures for the qualitative improvement in education the tribal research unit should look into matter.

x.  More emphasis should be laid on adult education both for man and women. Side by side vocational education to be imparted on different trader’s supportive to local environment.

xi. Non-formal education through educated tribal youth organization (not the outsiders) and tribal traditional social organisations should to encouraged in order to accommodate the dropouts and spread mass education. The government through its agencies present in the locality may supply adequate funding.

xii. Apart from the general education there is ample scope for physical education and sorts in tribal areas. In order to encourage the tribal to participate in adequate number in the sports tournaments at the district and state level, “Tribal Sports Council” affiliated to sports council of the state may be set up in the tribal districts.

xiii. Further, it is suggested that the overall educational curriculum for tribals should be prepared in such a way that a tribal student should feel proud of his/her culture.

xiv. All post harvesting measures must be kept ready for immediate handling, processing and marketing of those cash crops.

xv. Further, specific fruit growers co-operative in LSD area may be formed under the active guidance of horticulture department.
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ANNXURE

QUESTIONNAIRE TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON SOCIO ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF                                                                                                         SC/ST WOMEN IN NILGIRIS DISTRICT
(A) GENERAL BACKGROUND
1. Schedule No


:
2. Name and Address


:

    of the Respondent

3. Sex




:     

4. Religion



:   Hindu 
   

Christian




                                        Muslim   
 

Others 


5. Community                         
:   OC   
  
BC 
   
 MBC    
                                                                SC  

   
ST
6. Age                                       
:      

7. Educational level                   
:   Primary 
    
High school
                                                        
  HSC  

   
UG     
PG
 

Illiterate        
Others

8.  Marital status                       
:  Married 
    
Unmarried

                                                         
Divorced          
Widow    

9. Type of family                        :       Joint 

         Nuclear

B. FAMILY DETAILS

	S.No
	Name
	Sex
	Age
	Relationship

	
	
	
	
	


10. Occupational Activities involved by the respondent

i. Rearing buffaloes near


:        


Settlement and sale of milk

ii. Making shawls and


:

     Selling in the market

iii. Cultivation



:


(Agricultural/Horticulture)

iv. Tea estate laborers


:

v. Forest food/honey collection

:

vi. Miscellaneous activities

:

vii. Agricultural labour


:

11. WORK DETAILS
i. 
No of hours work per day

:

ii.   
Specify the nature of payment

:

         (Daily/Weekly/monthly)

iii. 
How many days you work in a week
:

iv. Are you satisfied with your work?
:

                Yes / No

        

If yes reasons      


:

        

If no reasons       



:

v. Distance from home to work spot

Within 5km / above 5km

12. Income Per Month
	Income Per Month (Rs.)
	

	
	


13. Source of Income    
 :   Rent   

  
Land 


  
                                           Livestock    
 
Any other Specify
14. Do you have Savings     :  Yes     No
          If yes,

	Source of Saving
	Amount Saved Per Month (Rs)

	Commercial Bank

Co-operative Bank

Chit funds

Friends and Relatives

Other specify
	


15. MEDICALE EXPENDITURE

i. Total amount spent for


:

     Medical expenses per month

ii. Do you fall sick often?


:


iii. To which hospital do you go for treatment?

                  (a)   Government Hospital

                  (b)   Private Hospital

      iv.  Recreation Expenditure

                 (a)  Hotel

                 (b)  Entertainment

            Frequency: Monthly/Weekly/Rarely

16. How often do you consume the following items? 

	Items
	Daily
	Weekly once
	Occasionally
	Rarely
	Never

	Milk / curd

Pulses / bean

Greenleafy vegetables

Other vegetables

Fruits

Eggs

Chicken, meat or fish
	
	
	
	
	


17. AMOUNT SPENT

	Items
	Quantity
	Amount (Rs)

	Rice

Milk / curd

Green leafy vegetables

Other vegetables

Fruits

Eggs

Chicken, meat or fish
	
	


18. Asset Owned            

	Type of Assets
	Units
	Value (Rs)

	Immovable Assets

    Land

    House

    Jewels
	
	

	Movable assets

    Furniture

    Fan

    TV

    Mobile

    Mixie

   Grinder

   Iron box

   Cooker    
	
	


19. HOUSE DETAILS
(a) Do you own a house?

:

(b) Number of rooms


:

(c) Source of lightning

: Kerosene     Bulb     Tube light 

  

                                                        Candle         Others                                                                                 

(d) What do you do to

:

      Purify drinking water?

(e) What kind of toilet facility

:

       dose your household have?

(f) What type of fuel dose your               :

       household mainly use for cooking?

20.  Do you have Debt?   


:
Yes 
    
No 

          If Yes,      

	Sources of borrowing
	Amount borrowed (Rs)
	Rate of
interest
	Amount
repaid (Rs)
	Purpose of borrowing

	Banks

Chit funds Friends and relatives 

Money lender Others specify
	
	
	
	


21. Do you posses a ration card?

: 
Yes  

No

22. Type of Card                                             :   APL / BPL   

 If  No,

     Reason for not Possessing Card                 :

23. Purchase of goods from PDS/open market

	S. No
	Items
	Quality
	Price/kg

	
	
	PDS
	OM
	PDS
	OM

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	Rice

Sugar

Kerosene

Maida 

Wheat

Pulses
	
	
	
	


24. Do you save from PDS compared to open market:     Yes / No

                If No, Reasons   :

25. Problems faced by respondents

26. Do you aware of the Government measures to improve the economic status of the respondents?
97

_1071352194.unknown

_1166053711

_1166053874

_1365348718

_1166081551

_1166053786

_1166050500.unknown

_1166050530.unknown

_1071352629.unknown

_1071355248.unknown

_1071350958.unknown

_1071351204.unknown

_1071352051.unknown

_1071350848.unknown

