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ICTE cuts intake in 122 TN colleges

Z

Seats For Engineering Courses W|th Less Than 30% Admissions Reduced

Ragu.Raman@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education
hasreduced intake by 50% for
courses with poor admission
inthelastfive yearsin engine-
ering colleges and polytech-

nics in Tamil Nadu. Seats for-

courses with lessthan30% ad-
missions have been reduced
in 122 engineering colleges
and 155 polytechnics, data
froma RTIreply shows.

While the
strength for a course is 60 se-
ats, most courses now have on-
ly 30; in some colleges the
numbersareas lowz as 15and12
seats. |

Surprlslngly, mtake has
been cut for popular branches
such as electronics and com-
munications engineering

e

sanctioned *

(ECE), computer science engi-
neering (CSE) and informa-
tion technology. In many col-
leges, as expected, mechani-
cal engineering and electrical
and electronics engineering
(EEE) faced similar cuts in
2019-20.

Of the 500-odd colleges,
more than 100 recorded betwe-
en10% and 20% in admissions
in the last few years, experts

§ While the sanctioned
strength for an engineering
| course is 60 seats, most

courses in colleges
currently havé only 30
seats; in some colleges the
numbers are as low as 15
and 12 seats

%,4 f

said. “Duetopoor admissions,
theyhavenotbeen abletoreta-
in faculty members and the
students strength also witnes-
sed steep decline.”

Asked about poor admis-
sionsinbranches such as CSE
and ECE, Valliammai Engine-
ering College principal B Chi-
dambararajan said these two

branches got filled only in the *

top 400 colleges. “For the past

few years, civil and mechani-
calhadfewertakers. This year
even EEE registered poor ad-
missions,” he said, adding
that students now were keen
on CSE and IT due to better
placements.

Even top engineering col-
leges, another principal said,
were reducing intake in bran-

. ches such as mechanical and

ECE due to declining interest.
“A top college in the city that
had 240 seats in mechanical
branch has reduced it to just
60seats.”

Some colleges hope they
will beabletoattractmorestu-
dents with new courses like
BTech in artificial intelligen-
ceand data science set to be of-
fered from next academic ye-
ar. Educational consultant D
Nedunchezhiyan said only

top100 colleges were able tofill

all seats in the last few years.
“The AICTE should have

thought about it before giving

approval to courses and colle- |

ges instead of doing postmor-

tem after many years,” he sa- |

id.
After enduring poor ad-

missions over the last few ye- |
ars, 11 engineering colleges in |
the state recently applied to

Anna University to close |
down from the 2020-21 acade- |
mic year. Seven others have |
sought to stop new admis- |

sions.

The total number of engi-
neering colleges under Anna |

University including stand-
alone institutions offering ar-
chitecture, MBA and MCA co-
urses is now down to 537 from
557 in 2019-20.
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