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gn'is 'ffie key 'factor m' ac'celeratmg the pace of development’ of any
tion enables 'b'uman "beings to understand fbe interrelationsfiip amorig'the
|fbtangible: phenbniena surrounding ft and give skill to translate the
‘action. Acquisitiorf ;of. education helps .workers to take advantage of
2‘2&' IYA%?eagesJ/t%hew productivity and earnings. (Asok BasU, 2002) ‘The
jScatiotTcreatesff),bfli“ private benefits and'spillover benefits,.to society. As
‘|H';'ennerged as a key "form of investment in human beings (Duraisamy,
Ibojrt'ance of education in the process of economic grolyth has been
|[Sy™'"'several 'econonhists- Mint(i954), Theodore W!Schult(1962),
"0 A(1965),)  Ambashat,N.k(1966), RichardA.Musgravef1966),  Mark
I'Mifistaper Co(clough(1982), Jandhyala B.G.Tilk(1987) etc. '
'the importance of education, the Government of India has increased
for education in various Five year plans. In the First five year plan,
/Rs A50 croves NNnich has mcreaseci to Rs 2, 75,000 croves ‘n Bevento
in. The expenditure on education as a percentage of Gross Domestic
mose from 0.7.. percent in the First Plan to 6 percent in: Eleventh plan
tommission, 2007).  ............. J
lale education is considered to be one of the most sensitive indices of social
it, prosperity, harmony and cooperation in the society (Pillai,;, 2002).In order
full development of our human resources, the improvement of horrfes and for
e character of children duringThe most impressionable year| of infancy, the
tofwomen has been of greater importance than that of men. Feimale education
~ e value of women's time in economic activities by raising lab™ur productivity
[]) ‘'with a consequential rise in househald income and reducltion in poverty.
To United Nations Edueatipnaf Scientific and Cultural Orgalnization (2004) ;
|ducation is the ;bestiinvepmerit for reducing pfpverty, improling health andj
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ensuring j*ocial well being”. Women with education are, more likely to be eiTipbyea”h(i
to support themselves and their children indepdndehtly. r

In; India, there is strong gerider'bias inV.feducation and as ajealllt gl |
rituals and trad|t|onal practices, girls are demed the opportunity for ed||dat|(5h 'tni$.'i
reflectedjln the low literacy level of women. In: 2004 2005, overall I|teracy ratew”"\s
percent; .male literacy rate was 77.00,percent vyhlle female literacy-

(Selected Educational Statistics, 2094 2005). '.7 i Jlli”_ Altfci
The problem of low female literacy rate is more pronounced ||n Ufal ah
Accordmg to 2001 census, the rural female literary rate was only 46. 58 percent,,
male literacy rate was 71.18 percent. Due to poverty and the existences of child lat®
the rural girls were not sent to schools or colleges. - [
iin India, many studies- Reddy (1999), Chinara(2000) Subramaniah(200',"|f|
Yadappanavar(2002) were carried out pertaining to female education.,Buf, the
studieS' on female education have concentrated on the analysis of The grov”|
problems in female education. There have been limited studies focusing: on the.
of the.|determinants of female education ,n rural areas. Hence, the current.-*
‘Determinants of female education in rural areas- A micro level analysis' is lir
with the following objectives n

e To find out the ed,ucational status, pf girls in terms enrolment in rural at|

e To find out the cost of female education in rural areas; [

< i To identify the factors determining female education in-rural-areas’ahd/u
[,... To identify the-problems intema.ler.education.in rural areas., r, r
" 'METHODOLOGY R, >mtor ''m:/ '0' cmicp

- ' ' The study was related to 130 hdu§8holds in the village. “Manjakornt
Districts. The required data relating to sdcio-ecdhonnic'baekgrou'hd,rerirolr
" cos” of female education and the-probterns-in female-educatidn("-'etc’'Wer&"
adrftinistering an inten/iew scheduie TbTb'e'head 'of the Households. The”
'-coristruct composite "educationaTuhdex fdlfdwihg 'the approach of tslaUriygl[',i
:(20,10). The compd'si.te;edU6atibnaT-ifi'dex"Wa'S"fc" ~mfollQwS' YVim
) A | n A
a , Composite Educational Index (CE|)’=,]:_|(2 *LI+ GI)/3 m

v,-j-in;i--> ;Actual.literaeyfate-Minimum.| |teraGy|ate g-5]n

T, :where Lr(the5acydr|dex) KI-- r.-v;yi:~-.rd:r-i =»
'N‘| ..77_-_| ; ’f -- |--M9Y|rnum,,uteracy'rz@,[@]t Min

I i .7

rr/.t>4

GI|(GER |ndex) Actualo/dbs s,ehrdirilieht'gross enrolment ratio.-p
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K fi/laxiifiurffgross’ehrolrpgnt*o M2 groiis"enrolmenfratio
f":\ﬁ/h’ere'mExim i 00i;:an® minimum value is 0.
The'disparity in Jiferacy -fate between'males and' females among selected
Ipopulatioh’lnas b(eL(Jan'estirhaieci usihg’ Sbphers”(1974) disparity index. The index may be
. . S

| written as follows: ' |
D-ilpg(X2/Xi) + log (Q-Xi)/Q-X2
"Where Xiy'ahd'Xr'*are pe”ceh”liferate among the two groups of population and Q
il'iS greater'thah'iibOTTrie" |nde)" aT proposed by'Sopher lacks in certam desirable
II)ropernes Indicating this' Kundmand Rao(1986) proposed Q greater than 200 and the
current study, follows trie sarne. 'bower value indicates lower disparity and higher values
Ifjiridicates higher di**parity. ,
;Th'e™study "tried to apply"multiple regression analysis for identifying the
pdeterm|n| nTs |Ibf fefnale educatlon in rural areas. The estimated multlple regression
Equat|on|s of the form.«A >m o '
lY:.bo |+b|X| + b2X2+ baXat A4+ bsX5+ bgXe + byXr +,b8X8+ e
. Were Y = Mean years of schooling for females;
~X = Father’'s age( in years). ,
. ,X2= Mother's agerin yearsT
,  X3.-Father’s education(years of.schooling).
(I\ ¥4 = Mother’s education! years of schooling)
X5 = Family Size(in number)
Xe= Type of Family(Nuclear = 1, Joint = 0)
xy- Family Income(in Rs) .
)586 Land ownership("p\ acres)
e = Error term j*-
floitk- w w
iNDINPS OF THE STUDY 1o
| Edupatipnal status of girls in rural areas:
i ".Sbcio economic profile:df the selected, faniilies:
literacy .level is deterrpined by size)'of the family, familyJindprne,,. type df

Hence The”~current study;tried to analyse socio econorrfic profile of the

~NinTeble | repnesents. t'he:sociP:ecano.mtc profile of the selected fg|niiie”b[ v: "™ I



sdcio ECONOMIC PROFILE OF THE SELECTED FAMILIES

1
:S.No Items m-y. 1\ ,u « 'Number
K Age Structure
0-5
& 5-10 R
i 10-15 - i '35
15-20 . , 24 = m
! 20-25 ti; 2 .20
2. Education
i Primary 55 Miji
l Secondary v . 120 liv
i Higher Secondary i
College 15
w; HO m
3. Occupations
Farming Comrit ?25 D om
Business ... . '8 )
Workers, 11
Coolies , = 18
4. Family Income ... - m i i
(per month) L -
Below Rs 5000 "V 2N )
5000-10,000 i T \N2V- e ‘. g

10,000-20,000
Above 20,000

5- Type of Family - Sk
Small ... S Y- -80-;".....
Large 5&" M
6] Religion
Hindus 70'
Christians 40'
Muslims 20

Table | reveals that, there were 124 members in the selected households. O«
members, 13 were representing the age of 0-5, while 32 belo.rl-fg:ed to the age gn
5-10 and 35 belonged to the; age of 10-15. The analysis of occupation indicat
majority of familyjimembers were, doing the work of farmih”:',;;Only 55 percental
completed primaryieducatiori‘ahdgniy 10 percent were studying ,in college. Table |"'
implies that 34 percent of the™ifamllies were getting the family inppme of below Rs, "
Of the total families covere'iJASZZpe‘rc%qt belonged;"to small fzé‘lij’\ily alnd 3§ repres

large family. Also 70 member*Were-Hindus, 40 were Chris,\tiah"end 20 Were1 Musli%a
' . e B I' =



oV r.LVc
s in schools/colleges 'm ' m

of girls at different level? of education is shown in Table
" TABLEdI"
I  SIAGEWI8BE ENROLfVIENTIQE GJRLS ,

Edu'catiOa ;”Number enrolled ' - -Enrolment rate
stdandard* g = | 28 m = 93.33
NP pii;8“'stanciafd; m 80.00
107 standard" - 70.00
standard-v 66.67
Te M pt? M- 5 e 50.00

rient rate for girls aiO.he primary level was estimated as 93,33 percent,

iafy level it was 66.6Z percent and at the collegiate level it was only 50

long girls
fhe students enrolled are not able to complete their study, they drop out
u™nd this implies wastage of human resources. Table-lll represents the
[fheidropout of girls.
TABLE IIi;
STAGEWISE DROPOUT OF GIRLS

W Level of education Number of Dropout rate
dropouts
5" standard 6 21.43
67~ to 8" standard 7 35.00
8h jQ 10~ standard . 5 42.86
izpi 10" to 12 " standard , 7.4 40.00 j

I"/ayaals that majority of the'girlsi have'dropped out (42.86 percent) in iihe 8" to

L. L] 1
I"lig,|JfH,owever dropout rate[ seemed to be the lowest at the primary Ievél (21.43

Ikrar dropout m .

?7||!"soiis for dropoutafe shown in tadie,|\f::



TABLE ly
REASONS FOR d¥6 pQUT
! ]

. m imm
i S.No Reasons Number st;ting Percentage
1. Domestic Purpose 13.04
2 Marriage 'IOr 43.48
Long Distance >7 30.43
A. Lacki'of Transport 13.04

The aboyie table reveals that majority of girls (43.48 percent) have dropped
due to marriages Further long distance is identified as reason for dropout for 3

percent of the respondents.
E

(v). Attitude towards female education
The study tries to find out the attitude ~ f the head of the family towards f »
education. Of the total respondentsV 90 percent were having positive attitude tov
female education and 10 percent were having negatiye arwude. Table V shov

information on level of education for girls as preferred by the head of the househo”

rural areas. ; ; "
.............. =N o =YY 2
LEVEL OF education FOR GIRLS AS PREFERRED BY THE HEAD OF
----- HOUSHOLDS - ——-
S.No Lev'el of education ' Number Stating Perii
ol Primary ' ., ' 15 7 12:
2 ' Secondary dito-i- 2., 7577, m
3 Higher Secondary 7 mmmiv’ 28 .7 "0
4 . College uwo N f
1 m, Total . .020,,

Mi
It is obvious from table V that majority ofjhe respondenjs (54.17"pgi;cf:i r(; 'ffi
of the view j'liat girls should be educated up'to’ coliegiafe levelllsThey w4|i of:the
that girls can:)get'a jgb easily and their,.marnagf-'prospectsrbefcony™\»
CQllegiateecio™ation.;\V_ "



n-nnder disparity indek*andjCiOmposite educational Index
estimated!We-disparity index-In the- selected area, the
literacy rate was iSil-Of percent while male literacy rate was 98.04
pated S"opher’s disparity index is 0.2459. _ 3

A7 -pstimated educafibhal attainment index of females as 0.61;04 and

of girls as 0.62097 TIVe estimated composite educational index of girls is

f~le education -

»cOlsf;":.Qf;.education, includes school and college fees, uniform, expenses
ks and.transport: Table VI reveals .the item wise cost of female education
J; T ' - M T - 1 L] [
lliouseholdS;:".
. TABLE VI
A COST OF FEMALE EDUCATION

jt  ltem Amount per student per Percentage to total
month(in Rs) expenditure |
'School fees 1000 68.97 .-
i1, .~
Books/notes o 130 u- e 8.97. ... f
fcir *Uniform 1207 8.28 Pon
im o
Transport 200 13.79
W I"Ptal 1450 100
TS ,

,,j7ab6ve;|dl;ab|e VI shows the average cost of female education as Rs. 1450
adb.OGillega fees were an essential item of education expenditure for girl children
||cifed hbuseholds, since 69 percent,of the total expenditure's accountel|i by
Ms''Howeybr there have been loyi/ler uniform fees and expenses for books s|nce
li'bet*msupply of free books and uniforms fonstudents below poverty line 5
v T |

|li[tir$!:Ji(t.-gdt|*ca.tion o1 -

i
m .T;-m M [
factors on the demandTor female education ranging frpm.

~h>j~'td higher cpst of ed,ueation.i.Table VIJ brings, out the problems 7,



PROBLEMS OF FEMALE EDUCATION IN RURATL™

S.No Problems V! . Number :il;
1. Domestic refspionsibility . '-m' " 12. fl!
2. Longdistance F;: i 5 ;u |JIS 3% M
3. Lack of interest F v 6
4, Difficult Syllabus ; 1 . -'LF . ;0:77|.r*Ai,.;\.
5. Inadequate facilities in school 3 =m r.

‘ill
! Table VII reveals that, majority of the total respondents (9.23 'pe KiiiJ
Istated the main problem as domestic responsibility. Above all the .distance: »
;home and schools acts as a bottleneck in sending the female _children to sch(5jjIS
IIlthe parents are more concerned about the safety of the female ]children AN
(D) Identification of the factors determining female education 5Fi,.-

The study tried to identify the determinants of female education with'
multiple linear regression analysis. The estimated multiple regrestjon 06g§
mean years of schooling as related to father's age, mother’s ;age, fathei*"Sf»
mother’s education; family size, type of family, income and land: own”fshibC%rj5j|

following Table VIJI i
ollowing Table mifF vilijfl
TABLE VI

SCHOOLING AS RELATED TO SELECTED VARIABtEScJrcF FI

S.No Variable : Regression Coefficients , 1

1. Father's age ; .000S0S 1.

2. Mother'siage = "e'ecF .F',. : .000343

3. .Father’s educatioD, 4-:F .-,i ...123 F-VUi.-

4. Mdther’s education, T B T

5, Family size -, F N 128

6. Typ'e of Family m  mifer"Inv:j';F'F313

7. Family Incorhe ...F; 4i?- «..,00,0308 cn!'’.

8. Landownershlp .000232.I"

ATTSTF, T v*- -r- d

Table VI indicates -that- fhean-years" schC|0Ijng oftTemaleS |sapr|e"

educatlon in. otherSreducatlpn,,,, jsnd- Jandow reb|pA.flvh
ME *h 31" L LU

mGthers ;ag& haye’\gotljposmve |mp"Ct||oh me
father's education has got positive Jmppgtmothar’'s educatioh have a

Thie mighf]3e:;;Cju;e ,to;the jfa™:Th,at'is; ti*:;;selee



to™MD.corme”and land .ownership-" impact on mean years of

fArlS; The estimated equation is statistically valid as indicated by value
Wilue (69;52Tji 'ir\

_m . b
" 'do recent tjitpes, people are realizing the value of female education. Even

I'Tjthe low income families are willing to educate their daughters;
ifi idle rngti-Vgtioh*for female education is similar to that of male education,
*»4 M\Jhe majopipa”on for femaje education js to get employment and thereby
contributejo-family ihcomej, ...
The basic determinant of female education in rurali areas is the
educational status and.employment status of mothers andi
Female education is, constrained by the distance between home and

m school,and the non-availability of adequate transport facilities.
ti Tr

recommended to improve female education in rural areas;

;d on the findings'of the study; theTollowing measures are recommended to

if. Jfemale educatidh in rural areas."

ibiishment of secondary and higher secondary' schools within easy
Sssibility; ;
7vyiding regular transport facilities;-

btivating all the parents to send the children to school and not to vyork
Seating awareness to the rural families about the educational facilities provided by

“vernment and -

Itexible school timings can be introduced for girl children
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