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1 prompting is
powerful. It ac-
celerates work,
scales  ideas,
and connects information.
But without context, cura-
tion, and personal agency,
it leaves you painfully me-
diocre. To go beyond Al
focus on what it cannot do
and work on the unpromp-
tables in learning.

You can prompt Al tO
Write an essay, suminarise
a book, solve Maths, or
code. It delivers fast and
polished results. But being
fast is not mastery and be-
ing polished need not be
original. The Prompt Para-
dox is the illusion that all
knowledge can be generat-
ed through proper
prompting. Prompts are
useful but insufficient
when dealing with context,
curation, and metacogni-
tion. As you see, learning
also calls for things that
cannot be prompted.

Real-world experience
Reading about climate
change may provide infor-
mation, ideas, and statis-
tics, but understanding its
impact on a fishing village
involves knowledge of ris-
ing sea levels in a lived con-
text. Facts remain hollow
without the weight of real-
world experience. Not all
contexts can be lived. In
the same way, not all
knowledge can  be
prompted.

Pro_mpts can describe
experiences, but they can-
not replicate the visceral
pature of embodied learn-
ing, such as dancing, en-
joying the taste of a mango,

or struggling to learn cy-
cling. Similarly, prompts
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The PROMPT paradox

Al can help you learn faster but true understandipe
comes from one’s own thinking, effort, and (“-‘Xperienge*.

can provide ethical frame-
works, but they cannot tru-
ly simulate the lived expe-
rience of moral
deliberation.

Spotify changed how we
listen to music. Instead of
following artists or al-
bums, many of us get algo-
rithmic playlists based on
mood or other preferenc-
es. This is convenient, but
it flattens diversity and
misses the context. In the
same way, in Al-driven
learning, when we receive
personalised content, the
context is collapsed, and
intellectual diversity is re-
duced. Processing know-

ledge in fragments strips it
of its depth.

Active curation

Real learning, like real
music, demands active cu-
ration, Algorithms can as-
sist but should not decide.
Otherwise, we risk being
trapped in a loop of the fa-
miliar — never challenged,
never changed. Repeated
exposure to second-hand
information builds an illu-
sion of knowledge, not ex-
Pertise. Curation is know-
ing what to leave out to
focus on what is impor-
tant. The more we rely on
Al-automated promoting,

the less agency we app in
choosing what t0 engage
with as learners.

A student 1researching
war can gather hundreds
of articles in seconds ang
summarise its dimensions,
but forming a perspectiva
requires human discern.
ment, which cannot be

rompted. Much online
course contert is often re-
cycled, leading to dimin-
jshing returns as each iter.
ation merely repeats ji
predecessors. Promptip,
cannot solve the probley
of digital Tegurgitation
which clutters the Internet
with zero originality. Both
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er
]s?ﬂ_l:ld he aware that true

: a yoice emerges
lf)rirxff)rneaﬁty; not from algo-
rithms OF rehashed data. If
ayatars DIUf reality, stu-
dents risk losing personal
agencys becoming trapped
in algorithmically defined
Personas-

struggling with mathe-
matical proof builds men-
tal resilience. However,
when Al provides quick fix-
es, it short-circuits this es-
sential struggle, holding
back Datural cognitive
growth- While Al can mim-
ic thought patterns using
graph-ofthought prompts,

s and educators

it lacks self-awareness. Me-
tacognition or thinking
about your own thinking is
key to evaluating and plan-
ning how you learn. But
here is the thing: you can-
not just prompt it. To go
beyond Al, focus on whatit
cannot do.

‘What you can do

Before querying Al, jour-
nal your thoughts to clarify
understanding and gaps in
understanding.  Engage
with the real world. Read,
discuss, and experience to
go deeper. Actively filter

" and interpret information

to develop discernment,

rather than passively con-

suming online content.
Use AI as a starting
point, nota conclusion. In-
tegrate ideas instead of
substituting them. Com-
bine prompting with your
insights to contribute mea-
ningfully rather than echo-

-ing. While Al delivers

answers, only you can as-
sess their significance; true
understanding arises from
your interpretation, not
mere data shuffling where
endless rephrasing saps$
originality.
ncg]l?alletgge AI by crafting
questions that expose its
limitations and biases. Run
Bias Audits by generating
Al content on controvers_lal
topics and scrutinising 10-
herent prejudices. Let the
learner understand the fra-
gility of the prompted
knowledge’. :
practise cognitive dis-
obedience. Question algo-

rithmic suggestions and-

uphold your human agen-
cy. Unquestioning reliance
on algorithmic authority
will soon be a serious A1 15
sue in Jearning. Paradoxt
cally, these practices Will

make you a better and
more  responsible Al
prompter.

You can prompt for
answers. You cannot
prompt for understand-
ing. True learning hap-
pens where Al stops and
you move from prompting
to understanding W!
learner autonomy. There,
you rely on context, meta-
cognition, personal €x-
pression, and the con-
structive

struggle of

meaning-making.

surrounded by algo-
rithms, if we fail to con-
front potential biases and
ignore the unpromptables
in learning, we reduce our-
selves to an average lear-
ner. That is the act of criti-
cal engagement with AL It
separates thinkers from
mere users of Al
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auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific ang
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This programme has duration
of two years inclusive of four semesters. All students admitteq
to the MSc programme shall receive a monthly stipend of
% 6000 for the first year and % 8000 for the second year.

o Allcandidates musthave a valid GAT-B score.

» Final selection of the students will be based on the GAT-B
rank and the Cut-off score/rank fixed by BRIC-RGCB for
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