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cond to the history of bloo-
countries and civilisations?
The calendar of man's ar-
tistic and as
cent should be given more
umportance than it is. Gi-
ven the academic ar
maosphere of dassrooms, it
could surely be both inter-
esting and relevant,
Look at just one exam-
ple in the history of ideas:
ty were locked in a fight to
the death for the contral of

the human experience into
classrooms? What were pe-
oples’ fives like away from
the sites of war? For in:
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achievement can make up
for the lack of emotional
and life skills. What if one
of our students grew up o
be a brilliant scientst
whose children are terri-
fied of her? Is that the suc-
cessful human being we
want to raise? The greatest
life skill is learning to un-
derstand that other people
are as important as your-
self and developing an em-
pathetic attitude to all life.

Start early
This training can begin at
an early age: caring for pe-
ople around you. it is the
lack of this value that leads
to all the misunderstand-
ings, fears, and even
hatred of anyone who is

not like oneself. In fact
have been ~ w:;

agony and alarm ar what is

y  bappening in West Asia

where one group of
niothing t:l'pm!}le

away the rights and lives of
- another,

w“h';-lul value educa:
tion, without peace educa-

jc tion, our institutions are

perfect training grounds
for war because they place
such a premium on suc
«cess for the self and the self
alone

At least a part of History
in classrooms should be an
account of our humanity
and our children should re-
ceive the universal mes-
sage from the Mundaka
Upanishad: “Like a thou-
sand sparks from a blazing
fire are we..” of the same
nature, the same origin.
Let's give the history of
peace a place in our
institutions.

The writer consults for the Tamil
Madu Textbook and Educational
Services Corporation (THTE & E50)




