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A 12-year-old girl in Hyderabad, a law student in Hardoi and a teenaged",maths whiz in Texas have
found unique ways of bringing books to those who can barely afford them, one library at a time

THEY ENSURE HAVE-NOTS CAN

READ AND GROW §

Books pop-up’in Hardoi v

“t may be essior o find books these days thanthogethat 94 years dhien thire was i cost of constriction and pro-
+ead them, Bt there are also places where it may be.  curenientof bogks. T o Tibravy began witli juist 50 books,
diffeult to And either: Places like the small villageof do by logdlivouths, Asustaitied campaign to gather

ansa i OP'sHardol district. Places thatconlddowith  morebor Followed; using animarzon Wishlist to sourca
Jatin Latit. Unlike the papular Bollywood music coin- * updated volumes covering competitive exam syllabi,
poser dnoof. the '90s, their namesake is one young. * Hooks poured in from across Indla— Delhi, Bengalu:
mat witha mission, fo bring hooks to people i, Chennai and Ahmedabad: )
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ol Tl was strtick by the problem of studenfaiiths
ouit ackRss tn books owing to the closure of S0HODIE, {
¢olleges and coaching cenires, “Senior secandary i hitiative "Thal ; L1 2
stadents of ourvillage used to travel to ditles ke~ SRS ~ thelibracy et the hooks to them,” )
Kemput, Lucknow, and Allahabad for coach- b - loatre settingup popup libraries in aveas
ing I hopesof securinggovtjobs. When » where women frequently gather. These
the lockdown forced tliem fo return L vﬁﬂnpgafe.tﬁﬂm'gweek,'tmtwm
Hontie, I recognised the urgent rieed for JATIN LALIT Trairied voluntesrs will fransfori these
4 local rasource wlere they-eould goni- BANSA, HARDOI DIST, UP  spaces into minidibraries, offering i
tinue their studies,” sad Lalit, o law rated Boolselectionsand hostingreadings
stident. Withontmuch-ado, he started

' _ ad imferactive discussions, Notstupping
fe Bansa Community Librany OF course, he had help. {hero, Lalit's team — comprising the library's eodounders
The land pame from the loeal temple atithoriy wiith _Abhishek VyasandMalvika Asj

: wal, and hissisters Sra-
rondilyagreed tolease aparcel ata nominal rateof R 1for jaland Salshi— s mtrody Hook packets’. These will

diverse locations: from hospitals and

The Banéﬁ .:

ibraryeama

be curated collections for delivery to women who carnot
\rigit the libyary or popup locations,

"The son of afarmerwho's wellaware of the “impactof
rearting on mndividuals'lives and personalities”, Lalithas

lsnfound a chancefotake hismessage toa bigeeraudience.
| Flie Was called By the Union ministry of cultivetodeliver a
"léﬂmmbw.ﬂgm A j .
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practites in Dellildiritig the Festival
efforte iy thedath episodeof his Mans Ki Baat programme,

"~ Today thelibrary boasts over 5,000 boaks inHindi Tne:
1ish, and Urdu and sefves as 2 stidy hubfor anound 80 chil-
dremn, who cat barrow books for free forup to21days. Tralso
stipports 150 stidents preparing for competitive exams.
providing allservicesfres of charge The library also hosts
hﬂmgﬁve'sééiunsand‘wuﬂsshopaledhﬂexpeﬁsmdhas
a Twitter (now X) page thathas 1,600 followers, It has
mu‘ncheda‘lmwmid‘aﬁvempmtriﬁeﬁbastaﬂonury—pm-
cils, notebooks, pens — to students.
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shana's initiative has snowballed.  lacked this basic facility, tod," said

“We identify govt schools, piiblic

fhem Sometimes weaven receive

‘Age 12, libraries opened 15 =it simmiiaie d
7 — . i » ".""‘-" | 5

Presifient Droupadi Marmil

" : .and poem books, That's when I cords 2024.
r¥

L+ Children at one

Akarshana  fuslledaniovementof sorts,

gatting bitten by the bovk Telangana Andhra and Tamil
biig. Just ask Akarshand — Nadu. What began with used
Sathish, The 12-year-oldjust:  books fromnejghbours, aliss
can’t stop starting lbraries. PMNa-  mates, and. Talatives ow fes:
rendra Modi has promised to inau-  tures an impressive range of
‘purate the 25th one that she opens titles dn Frindi, English, Teluga
and she has also emrmed praisesfrom  spanning genres from ;
) i fiction to general @
A styident of Hyderabad Public  knowledge. Herefforts
School, Akarshana’sjourney intothe have now been ac-
world of librariesbegan in 2021 dur- ~ knowledged with a
inga vistt to MNJ Canger Hospital.  mention in the In-
“Tsaw childrenaskingfor colouring  dia Book of Re-

thought, 'why not collect bogks and. “Initially,
donate them here' ! shesaid, The  thought we could start libraries for | ect: a metro station library in part-
. of the libraries 1,036 hooks she gafhiered for thehos.  orphanages and shums where kids | hiersiip with Hyderahad Metro and
opened by pital igniteda passion thathas since dor'thave accessto books. But, then, ~ National Bool Trust. Tt will allow
we noticed that other places like po-*commuters to boxrow a book at one
"Ovet the past three years, Akar-  lice stations and juvenile homes  station andreturn it at another.

ftedquests to set up alibrary For
govt'schobls, we coordinate
With the departmentef educa-
tion, connect with the princi-
pal, and assess tha need - how
miany books, what languag-
&5, gantes, ete, Based
on that, we start col-
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AKARSHANA SATHISH  [Peliesies &
HYDERABAD And what's next
- for Akarshana? A
we revolutionary proj-

Thm's_muchymcandﬁaﬂar arphanagestopalice siationsagross  SPACces, drphansges;aﬁa wiite to
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ith schools
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] had first
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