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ABSTRACT 

 

 Literature is the reflection of life. The main aim of Literature is to expose the society in both 

positive and negative aspects. From the classical , Literature has brought out many evils into light 

like tyranny of the rulers, patriarchy, mechanical nature of society, caste discriminations, slavery, 

class conflicts, racism, environmental degradation etc. By bringing these problems into light, 

literature also gives a solution to those problems. One of such important issues is Caste 

Discrimination. It is a system of dividing people into groups and suppressing them in the name of 

caste. The Higher caste uses its power over the lower which in turn suppresses the lowest. This 

system of discrimination is commonly found in Asian Countries like India, Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Bhutan, Pakistan etc. God created mankind equally and there are no differences. But Caste 

separated people as untouchables, inferiors and Panchamas. The marginalised are not given equality 

in any field of life. Dalit Literature brings out such suppressions into limelight. Perumal Murugan is 

a Dalit Revolutionary and his novel Seasons of the Palm exposes caste brutality. It also shows that 

the problem of caste is reduced greatly in the present age and there will be a possibility of a better 

future for them. 

 

Keywords: Untouchables, Caste Discrimination, Panchama, and Dalit 

 

Perumal Murugan is a contemporary Indian Writer in Tamil. He is a poet, novelist, short story 

writer, a teacher, Scholar, revolutionary and a social activist. He has gained both literary and 

commercial success for his works. He is famous for his regional writings on the Kongu region of 

Tamilnadu. He deals with the lifestyle, culture, folklore, myths, religious practices and social issues 

of the region. His works act as a cultural map of the region. He has authored about ten novels and 

five collections of Short Stories and six collections of poetry. About seven of his novels are 

translated into English.  His famous novels include Seasons of the Palm(2004), Current Show( 

2004),One Part Woman(2013), Pyre(2015), Poonachi: Or The Story of a Black Goat (2017), A 

Lonely Harvest   ( 2018), Trial By Silence (2018). His novel Current Show is translated into Polish 

and One Part Woman is translated into Czech and German. His novel Seasons of the Palm was 

shortlisted for the Kiriyama Prize in 2005.One Part Woman was shortlisted for the Crossword 

Award and won ILF Samanvay Bhasha Samman in 2015.Aniruddhan Vausudevan won Sahitya 



Studies in Indian Place Names 

(UGC Care Journal) 

ISSN: 2394-3114 

Vol-40-Issue-43-February -2020 

 
 

 

 

P a g e  | 87  Copyright ⓒ 2020 Authors 

Academy Award for his translation of One Part Woman into English in 2016. Perumal Murugan has 

also received many honorary awards from the Tamil Nadu government. The Hindu praises him as 

“A great literary chronicler… at the height of his creative Powers” and The Guardian calls him, 

“The Tamil Irvine Welsh” 

 

The novel Seasons of the Palm was published in 2000 in Tamil as Koolamadhari and was later 

translated into English in 2004 by V.Geetha. V.Geetha is an Indian feminist historian, writer, 

translator and a social activist. She writes about caste, class and gender issues. She has the 

influences of Ambedkar, Periyar, Fanon and K. Balagopal who were great social and political 

activists of the time. She is involved in many feminist movements and literary projects based on 

mythology, folklore and tribal literature. It is fitting that such a translator would be able to do 

justice to the people through her translations. 

 

“Man is by nature a social animal; an individual who is unsocial naturally and not accidentally is 

either beneath our notice or more than human. Society is something that precedes the individual. 

Anyone who either cannot lead the common life or is so self-sufficient as not to need to, and 

therefore does not partake of society, is either a beast or a God” says Aristotle in his Politics. 

Man lives in a society and is always tied to its bonds. A man cannot live on his/her own. For every 

need he depends on the society. The society is divided into many sections. The Social system of 

India in the ancient ages has been divided into four “varnas” which means type or order. The 

ancient text named Manusmriti which is a part of many Dharmasastras of Hinduism classifies the 

society into four varnas based on their occupation. The first of the varnas are Brahmins who are 

Priests, Scholars and teachers (born from Brahma’s head). The second are Kshatrias who are rulers 

and warriors (born from Brahma’s Shoulders). The third of the varnas are Vaishyas who are 

Agriculturalists and Merchants (born from Brahma’s Thighs). The last of the varnas are Shudras 

who are labourers and service providers (born from Brahma’s Feet). A particular group of people 

are not included in any of these divisions and they are called Panchamas. 

The term Dalit means “broken or scattered” in Hindi. Dalits have ancient origin and are considered 

as ethnic groups of India. They belong to various religions like Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, 

Buddhism, Sikhism. They represent about 16 percent of India’s Population. The similar class 

distinctions are also present in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Pakistan. They are also called 

Scheduled Castes, Depressed Classes and Harijans. They are considered untouchables and live in a 

secluded area in a region. They are not allowed to enter into public places like temples and wells. 

They do jobs like working with leather, feces and other menial works.  

 Many social reformers like B.R.Ambedkar, E.V.R.Periyar, Jyotirao Phule, Gandhiji worked 

for the upliftment of Dalits. Dalits are given education which was denied to them for generations. 

They are given better health care and employment. Reservation systems are introduced for political 

representation.  Many Social Organizations are formed for the upliftment of Dalits and Prevention 

of Atrocities Act was passed in1995 to prevent harassment, assault or discrimination. 
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Through proper Education and better living conditions Dalits have raised their economic and social 

standards and status. They work for the development of others of their caste and class. Dalit 

Literature aims at bringing the plight of Dalits to light. Arundhathi Roy says of Dalit Literature:  

I do believe that in India we practice a form of apartheid that goes unnoticed by the rest of the 

world. And it is as important for Dalits to tell their stories as it has been for colonized peoples to 

write their own histories. When Dalit literature has blossomed and is in full stride, then 

contemporary (upper caste?) Indian literature's amazing ability to ignore the true brutality and 

ugliness of the society in which we live, will be seen for what it is: bad literature. 

Seasons of the Palm by Perumal Murugan is a novel which gives a clear portrayal of the life of 

untouchables. It gives a detailed view of both the suppressions underwent by Dalits and also how 

the ancient times have changed greatly. The novel is divided into three parts namely: Dust, Fine 

Mud and Dry Earth. Dust involves the introduction of characters and their situations. It was 

described as harvesting season. It is represented as a season for mourning. The second part Fine 

Mud shows the happy part of life. It is monsoon and the life of the children is happier. The third 

part is Dry Earth. This part of novel takes a turn to sad events like Shorty is punished, Tallfellow 

gets caught and Selvan disappears in the well.  

The novel deals with the life of five lower caste children who work as bonded laborers in a farm. 

They take care of the cattle and also work in the farm. They are about ten to twelve years of age. 

They are Shorty, Belly, Tallfellow, Stonedeaf and Stumpleg. They belong to the same area but work 

for different masters who are landlords. They graze their sheep together. Every one of them has 

different stories and they come from same type of background. The life of these children can be 

seen as an example of how the society has changed its attitude towards the lower caste after a long 

time. 

Shorty, the main character of the novel is a bonded labourer. His father is a drunkard and Shorty’s 

income is very necessary for the family. He is given food twice a day and he stays in his landlord’s 

cowshed. Shorty’s master is not as arrogant as the masters of other children. If Shorty is late, he 

even cleans the cowshed. But his mistress is very cruel and abusive. Shorty takes his sheep early in 

the morning to graze in the plains after finishing his work in the cowshed. He takes his food with 

him. He is given two kambu balls, one for his breakfast and another one for lunch. At most of the 

times, he is given the leftovers of the day before. He comes back in the evening and he sleeps in the 

cowshed. His master is a good man but when he finds that Shorty has made a mistake, he will never 

spare him. Once, Shorty stole coconuts from Vayakattu Master’s farm. His master tied his legs in a 

rope and made him hang upside down in his well. His parents requested him and saved Shorty.  

Shorty’s master acts as his father also. He teaches Shorty about planting Palm seeds. Shorty sells 

Palm roots and his master encourages him to plant more. He gets two sets of clothes for him every 

year. Shorty and Selvan, the master’s son are friends. The master did not mind their friendship. 

Shorty is not considered an untouchable by them. They play in the evenings with the other children. 

They take care of the sheep pen together during the monsoon season. On one such day, Shorty got a 

glimpse of Munisami in his horse. Munisami is considered as the guardian God. This shows that 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apartheid
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God does not have any distinction between castes and he supports the good. He supports Selvan 

during his difficulties: 

Selvan suddenly gets up and starts running towards the twin palm. . . Selvan drops the lamb into 

Shorty’s lap and puts his hands around his shoulders. He howls and weeps. Louder and louder. Sobs 

rack his stricken and cold body. Shorty hugs Selvan to himself…Selvan cries even more and buries 

his head in Shorty’s lap. Burdened by the two creatures in his small, skinny lap, Shorty looks 

up…Shorty’s hand tightens around him. Wind, rain and lightning dance all around them to a steady 

rhythm. Shorty feels himself a raindrop, bouncing off the wind and falling to the Earth. (164-65) 

Shorty is very much inspired by the story of Athapa Master. He once worked in a landlord’s farm. 

He worked hard and earned his land. He became a master. Shorty felt motivated that if he works 

hard, he too can achieve a good position in his future:  

Athappa Master had acquired the land for himself through hard work. Earlier, he had been a 

household hand in another household…Athappa Master did not stop cursing his fate. He worked 

himself to the bone, saved up and finally, bought a few acres of land for himself…Shorty is thrilled 

to learn that the Master who once owned this and had been a household servant like himself. (262-

63) 

He wants to save his younger brother bcause he knows that like him his brother will be sent to 

master’s farm. He feels that he should work hard for them. 

Belly is another girl bonded in a farm. She goes to the farm early in the morning and she goes back 

home in the evening. She works in the cowshed and then takes the sheep for grazing. The Mistress 

where she works is very abusive. She scolds Belly for each and everything. “Untouchable…What a 

time to come! Can’t get up? Of course you’ll snore into the day if you gorge yourself like a 

pregnant sow! What do you think we’re doing here?”(29).Though the mistress is very rude to her, 

her daughter Saroja is very friendly with her. They play together. Saroja helps belly in her works. 

Though generation after generation people have been giving importance to caste, the present 

generation does not give much importance to caste. 

 Tallfellow works for another master. He helps his old Master inspite of doing the farm work 

and grazing the cattle. The Old man is bed ridden. He defecates in the bowl which is placed under 

his bed. Even his sons will not go near him. But, Tallfellow cleans everything and takes care of him. 

He considers Tallfellow as his son. “He calls out to his name piteously and holds on to his hands. 

‘You’re like my son! How will I repay you? Pay for the sin of making you clean my shit?’” (52). 

Need has changed the mindset of people. If the Old man is good, he might not have allowed 

Tallfellow go near him. There is a positive change. 

The caste and class system has been remaining a great problem for ages. Education, employment, 

living conditions has created changes in the lives of the suppressed. Those who are suppressing 

these people should also realize that all are equal in the eyes of God who has created them. This 

problem can be solved only with a positive change in the minds of people in the society. This novel 

shows that there are many possibilities for such a change and caste discrimination can be overcome 
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in course of time. Selvan, Saroja, The Old Master in Shorty’s house, The Old Master of Tallfellow, 

Stumpleg’s household are symbols of the change that could be brought into the society. A time will 

come when there will be no caste and everyone will live together as equal beings: 

Of You Children, the Nation’s Minions 

Take the same food, wholesome and full 

No Caste 

No Creed 

No Religion (Padmanaban 52). 
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