‘Software developers,
atrisk as Al may "
eat up coding jobs
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Tech India is witnessing a
transformational shift,

with its bellwethers cur- -

rently busy deploying their
Al-first strategy to nurture
increased human+Al col-
laborations  at  their
workplaces.

This means a few un-
pleasant things for the soft-
ware developer commuri-

: most of  the
low-hanging, also some of
the not so low-hanging
coding jobs will go to their
Al colleagues; Al will make
some developers and their

current contribution to

coding fully redundant; de-

velopers will need to adapt
and learn how to work
with their Al partners. Ho-
wever, Al has the potential
to free up developers from
boring, repetitive tasks, al-
lowing them to focus on
deep-coding, for complex,
intelligent and creative
projects.

Lead tech players have
been quite vocal about
their focus on human+Al
play, more so in the last
couple of months, signall-
ing an impending shift in
the tech talent space.

Interestingly, both Wi-
pro and Infosys recently
announced the deploy-
ment of 200 Al agents each
on certain functions to free
up people.

“Given the transforma-
tional and disruptive ca-
pacity of Al organisations
no longer require an army
of coders, most of them
with low single digit expe-
rience in software develop-
ment, The immediate im-
pact we are séeing is the
reduction in intake of ju-
nior level talent, and
shrinking in size of project
teams,” said Muthu Kuma-
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‘Al tools are capable
of writing codes.
providing real time
suggestions and even

on simple prom ts’

ran, Operating Partner and
Head of India Operations,
Recognize, a U.S.-based
private equity firm.

Dr. Vikas Khare, Asso-
ciate Dean School of Tech-
nology, Management and
Engineering, NMIMS, at In-
dore said, many repetitive
and template coding
chores, including bug fix-
es, basic HTML/CSS web
construction, basic CRUD
operations,  boilerplate
generation, and test case
writing, were currently be-
ing automated by Al

Neeti Sharma, CEO,
TeamLease Digital, said
many Al tools were capa-
ble of writing codes, pro-
viding real time sugges-
tions and even writing full
functions on  simple
prompts, and | therefore
many junior developer
roles such as web or mo-
bile app development, test-
ing and documentation
would be replaced by Al in
the next few years.

Flip side

However, she said, any
kind of coding that in-
volved creative problem-
solving, strategic design,
and understanding com-
plex user needs is likely to
remain human-centric. De-
velopers would evolve into
supervisors and collabora-
tors who focus on strategic
decisions, ethical consider-
ations, domain-specific
logic, security planning
and creative problem-solv-
ing that AI cannot repli-
cate, said experts.
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