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T he All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) has partnered
with the Khadi & Village Indu-
stries Commission (KVIC) to
provide Engineering stu-
dents with internships that
would require them to work
inthecountryside and contri-
butetowards changing theli-
ves of people living in rural
areas Lhmngh_technolng
intervention. Students from
the non-Engineering back-
ground can also avail these
internships.

Speaking to E'ducauon Ti-
mes, Anil Sahasrabudhe,
chairman, AICTE, says, “We
have made. internships for
Engineering students man-
datory for thelast three years
because creating these op-
portunities for students by
‘providing exposure to the in-
dustry practices and star-
tups etc is essential for ma-
king them employable. Un-
der the Unnat Bharat Abhiy-
an, running for the last five to
six years, we encourage Eng-
ineering colleges to adopt at

least five villages and make"

an attempt to improve the li-
ves of people through tech-
nological intervention.”

The institutes are expec-
‘ted to work in upgrading ge-
neral education, girl educa-
tion, entrepreneurship, sani-
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‘tation, health and hygiene,

providing value addition to
their existing products, im-
proving in agriculture practi-
ces and finding ways to over-
hatil the village economy and
douh],mg their income. Trai-
ning in digital literacy is also
undertaken. “Students can
get internships in all doma-
ins where KVIC is operating
and will be given a stipend of
about Rs 10,000. This inclu-
des various interventions in
handicrafts, textiles, small
scale units and the value ad-
dition to the produce.”

“We have been on-boar-

ding various start-ups and big .-

and small-scale industries on
AICTE’s internship portal.
Now KVIC shall also be on-bo-
arded. In addition to this, we

dents. “Internships may not

ISTOCK

have also been providing in-
ternships to students thro-
ugh . government depart+,
mentssuchasthe! Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Transport Ministry and Mini-
stry of Railways etc,” adds
Sahasrabudhe. a

A majority of the country's
population lives in rural areas
where opportunities can be

-

increased through technologi-
cal interventions by the stu-

guarantee employment, butif
some openings exist in some
small scale & medium scalein-
dustry, KVI ,startups and the
particular si dent whohasex-
perience in the required area,
shall naturally become a‘pre-
ferred candidate to get emplo-
yment,” he says.




