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Impact of Socio-Economic Variables on
the Labour Migration Among Workers in
Cadamom Estates

K Arul Selvamand M.Meena
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Methodology

AsamPIe of 571 cardamom migrated lahourers from Theni
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Findings
Socio-Economic Background of the Selected Respondents:
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Table-1
Sodo-economic background of tiie selected respondents'

SLNo Particulani Number of Percentage
respondents
1 Age
1) Less than 30 205 35.9
2)30-45 185 324
3) Above 45 181 31.7
2. Gendei
l)Male 445 77.9
2) Female 126 221
3. Religion
1) Hindu 502 87.9
2) Muslim 23 4.0
3) Christian 46 8.1
4. Education
1) OUterate 80 u.Q
2) Primary 263 46.1
3) Secondary 115 ail
4) Higher Secondary 113 19.8
5. Marital Status
1) Unmarried 79 13.8
2) Married 470 822
3) Widow 22 3.9
6. Type of Family
1) Joint 390 683
2) Nuclear 181 31.7
7. Working Status before
Migration 184 323
1) Unemployed 387 673
2) Employed
8. Nature of Work before
Migration*
1) Agriculture 240 62.0
2) Manufacture 91 233
3) Service 56 143
9. Nature of Work After
Migration 355 622
1) Cardamom Field 170 293
2) Factory 46 8.1
3) Supervisor
10. Membership
1) Registered 242 42.4
2) Unregistered 329 57.6

m Field survey

«Total-m387



Education

ducattontrtlaysawtal IetnI|V| condtttonsof eopIe dt
enables a person to un IS, surroun S an
nvwoume tté) acquw nowe ort row status
Kris P%Chan etaL198 Onth terar OntEOWF

entot mrarhtsw re educated U to rtmar evel follo edf
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illiteracy was 14.0 per cent amon e se ected res ondents:

Marital Status

Marttetl ﬁtatu of .the selected respondents reveals that
ma{ort ? et centgwere arrted Abou

cento ere unmar rtedmt rants ver ? ar IOLP
thegt [ tsvg 3.9 per cent) Iostt elr Spouse 4 %(ﬂ] Bv ft thelr
Type of Family

Respondents constituting 68.29 per cent belopged to the joint
famil Ji/s tths IS MO Ioreval Rg |J

tem. re”prevalent among the younger age
grous p g the younger ag

Working Status before Migration

It was foimd that matorttY of the selected migrants were
employed $678 per cent) before hetrmt grationand they migrated
due to'the lack of conttnuous emp oyment and low incomé from
employment in their native places 32.2 per cent of them were
unemployed before migratioias who are all youngsters.

Nature of Work before Migration

Data on the nature of work hefore migration. indicated that
among387emp|o¥ed migrants before theirmigration, 62 per cent
were agriculturists followed by 235 per cent who were petty
manufacturers and only 14.5 pér cent of them were working in
service related jobs.

Nature of Work after Migration

There are three types of work being done lr)tt/ the seIected
respondents via, cardamom field work, cardamon factory work

and cardamom field supervisor. Itis clear that about 62.2 per cent
of the migrants were cardamom field workers. Majority of the



young and middle aged miPrants were doing field and £actory
work>On the other hand, 8.1 percent of the migrants were in the
supervisor category.

Nature of Membership

Membership in any cardamom estate or [abour union in the
destination area is an important factor wliich influences the
gedslon to migrate. Registered member will get non pecuniary

enefits provided by the estate owner such aishousing, electricity
and water sugply, vehicles and so on. Amo_n? 1 selected
respondents 57.6 per cent of them were unregistered labourers
and 42.4 per centof migrants were registered labourers. It should
be noted that the migrants should stay minimum of one year in
the same destinationplace in order to"get them registered.

Impact ofSocio-EcoaomicStatus on the Migration of the Respondents

An attempt was made to analyse the impact of the socio-
economic variables such as age, sex; religion, du%atlon, marital

status, famil tydp, orkm? status before migrafio ,'_'flatufre of
Wor Befor and after wratmn and rﬂe Mg (“1 of the
respondent ?nth natur%o |8fat|ofn iththe nelp orali- square
test. The Table 2 shows the restllts of the analysis.
Table-2

SNo Socio- economic variable X2value

1 A%e 0.812*

2 G Pd.er 23,6%0*

3 Religion 0.78/

4 Educatllon 68,120

o) Marital Status 2022

b \T%)e of Family o 5.606*

[, rkmg Status before migration HAP*

8 Nature fWorléb%fore migration 15882

9. Nature of Work arter migration 4,35

10 Membership 90.179*

*-Sgnificantatbper cent level



The hygothesm fra e%fo r this pxir osea
a%n udes of t em| rants owaf s the migration is
mdependanto t elrs[o% 5 rﬂlcvarla s.
It 15 inferred from Table-2 thatt eso%o economichackgr Rvmd
of the respqndents reatyln uenced their migration. | a/
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emem ers ﬁo em| Irants ar st tlstlca S|g
an nce ypo esis sre cte |ch Im |es at the
atutH es o eres ﬂ” e ts towa Sm uqratmna ependen
ontese(\{aL anles. The ot ervrlabess hasre qlon marlta
atu?an eJaatureofwor ate{m| at|on are not stat |st|cfa ,
significant and hence |tmag (ﬂ)erre hemlratllono the
reSpondents was not influénced by these three variables
Conclusion
t1S concludeo\ from the anﬁ]léms that th soma1 Jad economlc

conéltlonsf(greva ed amoE nu rziént ouse §%yﬁ] Ir
S

very significant role in ma fg
moveent omthelrplaceso originto di pecia Iy
to cardamom estates.
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