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I  INTRODUCTION

C h ild ren  a re  th e  vanguards and supreme power o f  th e  

w orld o f  tomorrow* Sound knowledge o f the  needs o f c h i ld re n  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  g u id in g  them p ro p e r ly  (Devadas and '

J a y a , 1984). C hild t r a in in g  i s  e s s e n t i a l  because i t  

f u l f i l l s  t h e i r  n e e d s , adds to  t h e i r  h ap p in ess  and to  t h e i r  

p e rs o n a l and s o c ia l  ad ju s tm e n ts  (H urlock , 1987).

P a ren ts  want t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  become s u c c e s s fu l  

a d u l ts  and so th ey  f e e l  gu idance and c o n tro l  a re  n e c e s s a ry  

fo r  t h e i r  c h ild re n  (S id h e r  e t  ajL, 1987). The u l t im a te  

purpose o f  d i s c ip l in e  i s  th e  emergence o f  a m ature a d u l t  

who i s  capable o f  fu n c tio n in g  w ith  a minimum o f  e x te r n a l  

c o n t ro l  and who has the  q u a l i t i e s  o f  s e l f  r e l ia n c e  and 

s o c ia l  s e n s i t i v i t y  and a c c e p t th e  consequences o f  t h e i r  

own behav iour and d e c is io n s  (Kuppuswamy, 1934). S e l f ­

d i s c ip l i n e ,  r a t i o n a l  c o n t ro l  and m astery  o f  s e l f  a re  th e  

aims o f  d i s c ip l in e  (Kundu e t  a]., 1985; Devadas e t  aJL, 1987).

In  the  p a s t  th e re  was o n ly  one approved tech n iq u e  

o f  d i s c ip l in e  as branded to  day " a u th o r i ta n ia n  d i s c ip l in e "  

(H urlock , 1987; Kuppuswamy, 1984). A u th o rita n ia n  p a re n ts  

ho ld  a t r a d i t i o n a l  fam ily  id e o lo g y  th a t  in c lu d es  e x p e c ta tio n  

o f  obedience from t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  over concern  w ith  s t a t u s ,  

th e  d e s ire  to  conform and in to le ra n c e  o f  s o c ia l ly  u n ac ce p tab le  

behav iour (Byrne e t  a l ,  1981; H urlock , 1985). They p o sse ss
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low s e l f  esteem ; low in te r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m oral s ta n d s , 

la c k  s p o n ta n e ity , empathy, a f f e c t io n ,  c u r i o s i t y ,  

independency  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  (Maccoby, 1 9 8 0 ).

As re p o r te d  by Bourne e t  a l ,  ( 1982) a u th o r i ta n ia n  

p a r e n ts  d i s c ip l i n e  t h e i r  c h ild re n  s t r i c t l y ,  demanding 

m a tu r i ty  from them but n o t communicating f r e q u e n t ly  o r  

c l e a r l y  w ith  them and a re  no t p a r t i c u l a r l y  warm o r 

n u r tu r a n t .  Byrne and K e lly  (1981) h y p o th e s ig ed  th e  

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  to  be c o n v e n tio n a l, su b m issiv e  to  

a u th o r i t y ,  a g g re s s iv e  toward " J u s t i f i a b l e "  t a r g e t s ,  

d e s t r u c t iv e ,  c y n ic a l p o w erfu l, s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  d i s t r u s t f u l  

o f  id e a s  and em otions and overconcerned ab o u t s e x u a l i ty .

They were a ls o  sa id  to  have s te re o ty p ed  b e l i e f s  and 

u se  p r o je c t iv e  d e fen se .

A u th o r i ta r ia n  p a re n ts  tend to  e s t a b l i s h  r ig id  

s ta n d a rd s  o f  conduct t h a t  do no t tak e  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  

c h i l d r e n 's  n ee d s . When th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  conduct a re  

b ro k en , th e  r e s u l t  i s  p h y s ic a l punishm ent a d m in is te re d  w ith  

l i t t l e  o r  no e x p la n a tio n  (Faw, 1980). Thus th e y  e x h ib i t  

in to le r a n c e  (Koch e t  a l ,  1985).

As echoed by Devadas and Jaya (1984) th e  a u th o r i ta n ia i  

te c h n iq u e s  e x e r t  a d e v a s ta t in g  in f lu e n c e  on th e  p e r s o n a l i ty



3

o f  th e  c h i ld .  The s t r i c t e r  th e  p a r e n ts ,  th e  s tro n g e r  

and more o u trag eo u s i s  th e  r e v o l t  from th e  c h i ld re n .

P a ren ts  o f  a u th o r i ta n ia n  s ty l e s ,  who a re  firm  b u t l e s s  

warm, have c h i ld re n  who a re  l e s s  c o n f id e n t and le s s  

e f f e c t iv e  in  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  o th e rs  (Bee, 1981).

F am ilie s  in  which p a re n ts  used a u th o r i t a r ia n  c o n tro l

a re  more l i k e l y  to  ex p erien ce  c o n f l i c t s  over such th in g s

as spending money, f r i e n d s ,  s o c ia l  l i f e ,  a c t i v i t i e s  o u ts id e
«

the home and home ch o res  th an  th o se  where dem ocratic  

s ty le s  a re  employed (R ic e , 1984; L loyd , 1985). C o n f l ic ts  

in  d is c ip l in in g  a re  due to  the im pact o f  th e  o v e r a l l  

changes th a t  take  p la ce  in  the s o c ie ty  a t  a g iven  tim e 

(Reddy, 1983).

The p a re n ts  h a rb o u r dreams o f n u r tu r in g  th e i r  young 

ones in to  a h e a l th y  and d is c ip l in e d  a d u l t - a  p r id e  f o r  th e  

fam ily  and n a t io n  (D ebnath, 1937). The l in k  between day 

to  day d i s c ip l in e  and th e  fu tu re  o r ie n te d  g o a ls  o f 

d is c ip l in in g  needs to  be brought to  th e  conscious aw areness 

o f  th e  a d u l ts  who a re  th e  c a re ta k e rs  o f  c h i ld re n  (S a ra sw a th i 

e t  a l ,  1979)* P a re n tin g  tre n d s  change due to  te c h n o lo g ic a l  

advancem ent, r e l ig io u s  in f lu e n c e s  and media e f f e c t s  

(Jenson  e t  a l ,  1 9 8 5 ). The gap between the  g e n e ra tio n s  

w ith  reg a rd  to  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  e x i s t  in  c e r t a in  a re a s  and
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n o t  in  o th e r  a re a s  and t h i s  i s  t r a n s i t o r y  and q u ite  

co n fu s in g  (Reddy, 1983). T h e re fo re  t h i s  s tu d y  on 

" A tt i tu d e  o f  Youth and t h e i r  p a re n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

i n  d is c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily" was undertaken  

w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  o b je c t iv e s :

1. To know th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  youth  and th e i r  p a re n ts  

tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  in  r e l a t i o n  to

d i s c ip l in in g  and compute th e  r e la t io n s h ip  in  
term s o f  se x , socio-econom ic s t a t u s ,  educa tion  

and o c c u p a tio n  o f p a r e n ts .

and 2 . To b r in g  o u t th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  youth  towards 

d is c ip l in in g  as p o te n t i a l  p a r e n ts .
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I I  REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The rev iew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  on 

" A tti tu d e s  o f  youth  and t h e i r  p a re n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

in  d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily" i s  p re se n te d  under 

th e  fo llow ing  h ea d in g s :

A. D e f in i t io n  o f  A u th o rita r ia n ism

B. C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f  A u th o r ita r ia n  type o f  

people in  com parison to  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  people-

C. E f f e c ts  o f  A u th o rita r ia n ism  on c h i ld re n

D. F a c to rs  le a d in g  to  A u th o rita r ia n ism

E. Views o f  youth  and p a re n ts  on A u th o rita r ia n ism

F . An Overview o f  P a re n tin g  and T w entie th  C e n tu ry 's  

Development

A. D e f in i t io n  o f A u th o r ita r ia n is m :

A u th o rita r ia n ism  was d e sc rib ed  as th e  use o f  

r e p re s s iv e  d e fe n se s  to  c o n tro l  sex u a l and a g g re s s iv e  im pulses 

and develop conform ing, subm issive and ex trem ely  c o n v e n tio n a l 

p a t te r n s  o f  behav iour in  in te r a c t in g  w ith  o th e r  people 

(Byrne and K e lle y , 1981)*

The a u th o r i t a r ia n  p e r s o n a l i ty  r e l i e s  h e a v ily  on 

th re e  defense  mechanism: 1 . P ro je c t io n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  

sex u a l and a g g re s s iv e  f e e l in g s ,  2 . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  

ag g ress iv e  a u t h o r i t i e s  and 3 . d isp lacem en t o f  a g g re ss io n  

(Lewin, 1979).
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I n  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m , th e  p a re n ts  a ttem p t to  shape, 

c o n tro l  and e v a lu a te  th e  behav iou r o f  the  c h i ld  in  accordance 

w ith  a  s e t  s ta n d a rd  o f  co n d u c t, u s u a l ly  an a b s o lu te  s tan d a rd  

fo rm u la ted  by a h ig h e r  a u th o r i ty  (Newman and Newman, 1978)*

P eop le  who had a lo o f ,  s te r n  and p u n itiv e  f a t h e r s ,  

whose p a re n ts  ad m in is te red  a good d e a l  o f p h y s ic a l  punishm ent 

o r t h r e a t  o f  p h y s ic a l  punishm ent and who grew up in  f a m il ie s  

o rg an ized  a lo n g  h ie r a r c h ic a l  l i n e s ,  w ith  a fe a re d  f a th e r  

as th e  m ost pow erfu l f ig u r e ,  developed a p a r t i c u l a r  k ind  o f  

p e r s o n a l i ty  c a l le d  ‘ a u th o r i ta r ia n *  (T r ia n d is ,  1971 ).

In  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m , th e  p erso n  i s  c l e a r l y  a s tro n g  

b e l ie v e r  in  law and o rd e r ,  b u t he a ls o  ad v o ca tes  v a lu e s  which 

ru p p o sed ly  a re  p a r t  o f  o n e 's  p e rso n a l c o n sc ie n ce , such as 

s tro n g  b e l i e f  in  th e  p e r f e c t io n  (H a ra ri and K ap lan , 1977).

The a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s ty l e ,  based on p u r i ta n  v a lu e s ,  s t r e s s e s  

the cu rb in g  o f  s e l f  w i l l  and s e lf - in d u lg e n c e , th e  p ro p er 

path  tow ard p e rso n a l s a lv a t io n  and p la ce s  heavy  em phasis 

on p h y s ic a l  punishm ent (Sam uel, 1981).

B. C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  A u th o r ita r ia n : type o f p eo p le  in  

com parison  to  o th e r  ty p es  o f  peop le

The a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n t a ttem p ts  to  sh a p e , c o n tro l  

and e v a lu a te  a c h i l d 's  behav iour in  accordance w ith  t r a d i t i o n a l
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and a b s o lu te  v a lu e s  and s ta n d a rd s  o f  conduct. Obedience 

i s  s t r e s s e d ,  v e rb a l  g iv e -a n d -ta k e  d isco u rag ed  and p u n i t iv e ,  

f o r c e f u l  d i s c ip l in e  p re fe r re d  (Baum rind, 1979; W atson,1973).

Lamberth e t  a l  (1976) id e n t i f i e d  th e  fo llo w in g  

behav iour p a t te r n s  th a t  were e x h ib ite d  by extrem e 

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m :

-  R ig id , adherence to  co n v e n tio n a l m iddle c la s s  v a lu e s

-  S ubm issive , u n c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  toward id e a l iz e d  

m oral a u t h o r i t i e s .

-  Tendency to  be on th e  look  o u t fo r  and to  condemn, 

r e j e c t  and punishm ent o f  d e v ia n ts .

A u th o r i ta r ia n s  tend  to  employ a p a r t i c u la r  c o g n itiv e  

s t y l e .  S p e c i f i c a l ly  th e y  avoid o n tro s p e c tio n , r e f l e c t i o n ,  

s p e c u la tio n  and im a g in a tiv e  f a n ta s y ;  th e y  b e lie v e  in  

m y s tic a l  d e te rm in an ts  o f  in d iv id u a l  f a te  (T r ia n d is ,  1971). 

A u th o r i ta r ia n  p a re n ts  em phasize d icho tom ies o f  behav iour 

and p e rc e p tio n  and demand an o r ie n ta t io n  to  power and s ta tu s  

in  o rd e r  to  ea rn  a d u l t  r e c o g n i t io n .  T h e ir t r a i t s  may be 

co n s id e red  a leg acy  o f  p a r e n t ’ s own narrow , r e s t r i c t e d  and 

in to l e r a n t  o r ie n ta t io n  (B rassa rd  e t  a l ,  1987).

H o s ti le  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n ts  a re  th o se  w ith  low 

su p p o rt, h ig h  power and h ig h  a u th o r i ty .  T heir a u th o r i ta r ia n is m



in  p r im a r ily  a r e s u l t  o f  a n x ie ty . They are  f r u s t r a t e d  

people who t r y  to  ap p earse  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  by s t r ik in g  

out a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  (Je n se n , 1 9 8 5 ). They tend  to  be 

in to le r a n t  o f  am b ig u ity , sees  s i t u a t i o n s  among people 

more in  term s o f  f r ie n d s h ip ,  tend  to  be in to l e r a n t  o f o th e r  

p e o p le 's  id e a s ,  a re  o f te n  p a th o lo g ic a l ly  concerned w ith  

sexual m a tte rs  (Oskamp, 1984).

In  a a u th o r i t a r i a n  homes, l e s s  co n v e rsa tio n  o cc u rs . 

Buies do n o t need to  be ex p la in ed  and in d iv id u a l p re fe re n c e s  

do no t have to  be tak en  in to  accoun t (B ead le , 1971 ). H erb ert 

(1981) h ig h l ig h ts  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  th a t  the  a u th o r i t a r ia n  

people I n i t i a t e  a l l  a c t i v i t y  and communication in  ty p ic a l ly  

one way. Loeb and C a lleag u es  (1980) d e a l  w ith  one a sp e c t 

of a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n tin g  namely d i r e c t iv e  te a c h in g  s ty le  

th a t  leave th e  c h ild  v e ry  lim ite d  freedom  of cho ice  

(Mussen, 1983).

Some p a re n ts  may be a u th o r i t a r i a n  because they  th in k  

th i s  i s  th e  o n ly  way to  develop  " re s p e c t  fo r  a u th o r i ty ” 

(Mussen e t  a l ,  1930 ). A u th o r i ta r ia n s  b e lie v e  t h a t  members 

o f th e  o p p o s ite  sex  respond in  n e g a tiv e  and r e s t r i c t i v e  

fash io n  (Byrne and K e lly , 1981).

C. E ffe c ts  o f  A u th o r ita r ia n ism  on C h ild re n :

A number o f  t h e o r i s t s  b e l ie v e  some form o f  mild 

punishment i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  develop  e x te rn a l  s e l f - r e g u la te d
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c o n t r o ls .  I n t e r n a l  m oral judgem ents were more common 

among c h i ld re n  whose m others used p o w e r-a s se r tiv e  f r e q u e n tly  

(M ussen, 1983). C o rp o ra l punishm ent u s u a l ly  r e s u l t s  in  

th e  im m ediate c e s a t io n  o f  th e  a t te n d in g  behav iour (B rassa rd  

e t  a l ,  1937).

A u th o rita r ia n ism  f a i l e d  to  c o r r e la te  p o s i t iv e ly  w ith  

success (C ronback, 1977). C h ild re n  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n ts  

seem to  w ithdraw , d isco n ten d ed  and ap p reh en siv e  about t h e i r  

own a c t io n  (Faw, 1930). In  th e  a u th o r i t a r ia n  home, th e  

c h ild re n  and a d o le sc e n ts  become subm issive and are  a f r a id  to  

tak e  up r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  They develop  a d i s l i k e  and cum bative 

a t t i t u d e  fo r  p a r e n ts .  There w i l l  be a tendency to  f e e l  

g u i l t 5 a n x ie ty  and shame ; and i n f a n t i l e  dependency, which 

w i l l  m i l i t a t e  a g a in s t  good s o c ia l  ad ju stm en ts  (Bourne and 

E kstnand, 1932; P r in g le ,  1974). The a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a r e n t • s 

c h ild re n  tend  to  be g e n e ra lly  com teous, shy , s e n s i t iv e ,  

s e l f - c o n s c io u s , f e a r f u l  and r e t i r i n g  (M ani, 1932).

A c h i ld  .who i s  s lap p ed , spanked, shaken and shouted

a t  a r e g u la r  b a s is  may le a rn  to  a s s e r t  power over o th e r s .

I t  one in v e s t ig a t io n  c h i ld re n  suggested  th e  methods o f 

d i s c ip l in e  th a t  were s im ila r  to  th o se  th a t  o f  t h e i r  own 

p a re n ts  p re sc r ib e d  (Wolfe e t  j i l  1982, Samuel, 1981)

C hild  abuse i s  tr a n s m itte d  from one g e n e ra tio n  to  th e  n ex t 

th rough  abusing  p a re n ts  (P a r le  and C allm er, 1975). Thus
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punishm ent i s  an enhancem ent o f  th e  punished  re sp o n se s  

(B eech, 1976).

A u th o r i ta r ia n  homes may make th e  c h ild  avo id  th e  

p u n ish in g  p e rso n . Extrem e avo idance may tal^e th e  form o f 

ru n n in g  away from home (Mussan e t  a l ,  1984). As re p o r te d  

by Grewal (1984) c h i ld r e n  from a u th o r i t a r ia n  homes were 

g e n e ra l ly  cjuite w e ll  behaved , u n in h ib ite d  and n o n - r e s i s ta n t .

Most o f  th e  p a re n ts  a re  w e ll acquain ted ; w ith  -the

food f o rc in g ,  bowel f o r c in g ,  s le e p - fo rc in g  and o bed iance-

fo rc in g  p a r e n ts ,  to  whom belong  a l l  th e se  c h i ld re n  brought up

in  t h i s  way a re  t im id ,  n e g a tiv ism , tem per ta n tru m s , in s e c u r i ty ,

r e b e l l io n  and bad b eh av io u r a t  schoo l ( I l l in g w o r th ,  1975) .

The e f f e c t  o f  p a r e n ta l  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  combined w ith  h o s t i l i t y

may produce p a s s iv i ty ,  s e l f  p u n ish in g , w hereas r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s

and warm involvem ent w ith  th e  c h ild  may be b e n e f i c ia l

(Medinnus and Johnson , 1976; Je n se n , 1985).
*

Mussen (1983) q u o te s  th a t  Coopersm ith a ls o  found th a t  

a u th o r i t a r i a n  p a re n tin g  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  low s e lf -e s te e m  

i n  ch ild re n *  The c h i ld  who dev e lo p s a u th o r i t a r ia n  o u tlo o k  

d is p la y  a f t e r  th e  age o f  te n  a g g re s s io n , c r u e l ty ,  s u p e r s t i t io n  

and p r o je c t io n  o f  h i s  h o s t i l e  f e e l in g s .  They a l s o  tend  to  

d icho tom ize  sex r o le s  (Kuppuswamy, 1974) ,
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The c h i ld re n  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  homes la ck in g  in  

s e lf -c o n f id e n c e  a re  unable to  be s e l f - r e l i a n t  and th in k  

fo r  th em se lv es . The a d o le sc e n ts  f e e l  unwanted by bo th  

f a th e r s  and m others (Mussen e t  a l ,  1980). S ev e ra l s tu d ie s  

in d ic a te  th a t  p u n ish in g  does no t improve th e  s i tu a t io n  

(G ree , 1978) . m

T ria n d is  (1971) found th a t  c h i ld re n  brought up 

by t h e i r  f a th e r s  and su b je c te d  to  p h y s ic a l  punishm ent, 

were more p re ju d ic e d  th an  people who had been brought up 

by t h e i r  m others and experien ced  p sy c h o lo g ic a l approaches 

o f  d i s c ip l i n e .  C h ild re n  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n ts  develop  

n e g a tiv e  views o f  human r e l a t i o n s .  As p u tfo r th  by Wolman (197c 

and Dornbusch £ t  a i  (1987) a u th o r i t a r ia n  p r a c t ic e s  may n o t 

hamper academic perform ance in  ad o le sc en ce , b u t may s t i f l e  

o r i g i n a l i t y  and r e s u l t  in  low er g ra d e s . When th e  c o n tro l  

i s  a u th o r i t a r ia n  in  th e  fa m ily , th e  a d o le sc e n t does n o t 

t a l k  about t h e i r  a f f a i r s  a t  home and r e s e n ts  h is  p a r e n ts .

I t  m ight perhaps r e s u l t  in  deepening  o f  th e  cleavage between 

p a re n ts  and youth  (Bourne and E k s tran d , 1982).

M others p u n ish in g  and f a t h e r ’ s lo v in g  behaviour 

c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  g i r l s  w eakening id e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  

fem inine r o le ,  she tu rn s  to  f a th e r  and deve lops m ascu line  

i n t e r e s t s ;  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  l i f e .  Poor i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
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w ith  th e  sam e-sex p a re n t le ad  'p sychosom atic  m i s f i t 1 
(D ix it  and M athur, 1973). P a tte r s o n  e t  a l  (1982) found 

th a t  when a norm al c h i l d 's  a g g re s s io n  i s  p u n ish ed , the 

p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  the c h i l d 's  a g g re s s iv e n e s s  i s  red u ced .

While w ith  a g g re s s iv e  c h ild  th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  i s  in c re a s e d .

Most a d o le sc e n ts  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  

t h e i r  p a re n ts  as p o s i t iv e  (N i le s ,  1979; S ch v an ev e ld t, 1973; 

Sorenson 1973; Thurnher e t  a l., 1974). A survey o f  400 

American T eenagers o f 13 to  19 y ea rs  re v e a le d  th a t  87 p e r c e n t 

o f  boys and 89 p e r  cen t o f  g i r l s  had a l o t  o f r e s p e c t  fo r  

t h e i r  p a re n ts  as p eo p le . E ig h ty  p e r cen t o f  youth had a 

l o t  o f r e s p e c t  fo r  t h e i r  p a r e n t 's  id e a s  and o p in io n s .

Twenty one p e r cen t d id  n o t f e e l  any s tro n g  a f f e c t io n  fo r 

t h e i r  p a re n ts  and on ly  s ix  p e r  cen t in d ic a te d  th a t  they  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  p a re n ts  did n o t r e a l l y  l ik e  them. T h ir te e n  

p e r  c e n t o f  th e  g i r l s  and 25 p e r cen t o f th e  boys agreed 

w ith  the s ta te m e n t, nI 'v e  p r e t t y  much given up on being 

ab le  to  g e t along w ith  my p a re n ts "  (Sorenson , 1973). G ir ls  

re p o r te d  th a t  th e  fam ily  problem  made up 22 p e r c e n t o f 

s e r io u s  problem  th ey  faced , b u t fo r  boys i t  was o n ly  10 p e r  c e n t 

in  fam ily  in t e r a c t io n  (L loyd , 1985).

D. F a c to rs  le ad in g  to  a u th o r i t a r ia n i s m ;

A number o f  in f lu e n c e s  c o n t r ib u te  to  the  developm ent 

and m aintenance o f a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  (G o ld s te in  and Blackman, 

1978). B eh av io u ra l m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p e r s o n a l i ty
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  may depend on th e  s i t u a t i o n  w ith  - which 

the  in d iv id u a l  i s  i n t e r a c t i n g  (Oskamp, 1984).

There a re  v a r io u s  f a c to r s  which le a d s  to  a u th o r ita r ia n ism *

1 . Socio-econom ic S ta tu s :

Lower c la s s  p eo p le  p r e f e r  more a u th o r i t a r ia n  d i s c ip l in e  

th an  o th e r  c la s s e s  (T ra v e rs , 1977). They pun ish  more 

s e v e re ly  when th e  c h i ld re n  misbehave and r a r e ly  p ra is e  

(E r la n g e r , 1974; P r in g le ,  1974), P a re n t-c h ild  r e la t io n s h ip  

a re  r ig id  and h i e r a r c h i c a l .  M iddle c l a s s  c h i ld re n , by 

c o n t r a s t  a re  expected  to  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e a r ly  to  

conform to  group p a t t e r n  and a re  more c lo s e ly  su p erv ised  

th an  th o se  o f  low er c l a s s  (H urlock , 1987).

M iddle c la s s  p a r e n ts  a re  more l i k e l y  to  d i s c ip l in e  

t h e i r  c h i ld re n  w ith  v e r b a l  reprim ands and more resp o n d in g  to  

d is c ip l in a r y  s i t u a t i o n  (Gecas and Nye, 1979; P e te rso n  and 

Kunz, 1975). When p a r e n ts  come from d i f f e r e n t  socio-econom ic 

s t a t u s ,  th e re  i s  l i k e l y  to  be f r i c t i o n  in  t h e i r  e n te rp e rs o n a l 

r e la t io n s h ip ,  in  re g a rd  to  methods o f c h i ld  r e a r in g  (H urlock , 

1987). In  a d d i t io n  a  s tu d y  o f  16 and 17 y ea rs  old low er 

and m iddle c la s s  m ales and fem ales found th a t  m iddle c la s s  

a d o le sc e n ts  p e rce iv ed  t h e i r  f a th e r s  to  be both more su p p o rtiv e  

and c o n t ro l l in g  th an  d id  low er c la s s  a d o le s c e n ts  (G ecas, 1971, 

L loyd , 1985).
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2 . Fam ily  S iz e :

Fam ily s iz e  a f f e c t s  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  each  member 

o f  th e  fam ily . The la rg e  fam ily  has been found to  be 

c o n tro lle d  by a u th o r i t a r ia n  and i s  o f te n  in  th e  hands o f 

o ld e r  people (B a s s e tt  e t  a j ,  1978; H urlock  1987).

S tu d ie s  have found th a t  a d o le sc e n ts  in  m id d le -c la s s  

f a m il ie s  p e rce iv ed  p a re n ta l  c o n t ro l  to  in c re a se  as fam ily  

s iz e  in c re a s e d ; a d o le sc e n ts  in  low er c la s s  f a m il ie s  d id  n o t 

have t h i s  p e rc e p tio n  s in c e  a u th o r i t a r i a n  methods a re  

g e n e ra lly  more common in  such f a m il ie s  r e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  

s iz e  (P e te rso n  and Kunz, 1975; R ice 1984).

3 . Invaded F a m ilie s ;

Fam ily s iz e  i s  sometimes in c re a se d  by r e l a t i v e s ,  

s e rv a n ts ,  g u es ts  e t c .  Grand p a re n ts  g e n e ra l ly  have more 

fav o u rab le  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards t h e i r  grand c h i ld re n . There 

i s  a s tro n g  tendency  to  t r y  to  i n f l i c t  th e  r ig id  s ta n d a rd s  

and h a rsh  d i s c ip l in e  on them th a t  p re v a i le d  in  t h e i r  own 

you th . The homes invaded by s te p p a r e n ts ,  a ls o  produce 

fam ily  c o n f l i c t s  and te n s io n  which le a d s  to  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

(K urlock , 1987).

4 . P a re n ta l  O ccupation;

B a i le r  e t  a l  (1968) s tu d y  showed th a t  s k i l le d  w o rk e rs , 

a r t i s t s  and s c i e n t i s t s  were l i k e l y  to  spend more tim e w ith  

t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  to  make h ig h e r  achievem ent demands and to  be
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more re se rv ed  in  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f a f f e c t io n .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  

u n s k il le d  la b o u re r s ,  c l e r k s ,  salesm an and s im ila r  w orkers 

were le s s  dem anding, warmer and showed a h ig h e r  deg ree  o f 

p a r e n ta l  r o le  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .

5 . Age o f  p a r e n ts :

Very young p a r e n ts ,  s p e c ia l ly  when they  ta k e  t h e i r  

p a re n ta l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  l i g h t l y  w i l l  n o t c o n tr ib u te  to  a 

h e a lth y  home a tm osphere . The overage p a re n ts  a re  l i k e l y  

to  be ex a c tin g  and demanding and to  expect more from t h e i r  

c h ild re n  than  th e  c h i ld re n  a re  capable o f  (H urlock , 1987).

b . Sex:

G ir ls  a re  g iven  more a f f e c t io n ,  more p sy c h o lo g ica l 

c o n tro ls  and a re  punished le s s  than  boys. Among th e  same 

sex , th e  f i r s t  c h i ld re n  re c e iv e  more a t te n t io n  th an  the 

l a t e r  c h i ld .  The p a r e n ta l  behav iou r tow ards g i r l s  was 

c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a f f e c t io n ,  p r a is e  and com panionship and 

boys were su b je c te d  to  more p h y s ic a l  punishm ent and achievem ent 

demands (W ilson e t  a ^ , 1974).

7 . A.ge o f C h ild :

A u th o r ita r ia n  d i s c ip l i n e  i s  f a r  more commonly used fo r  

young c h i ld re n  th an  f o r  th o se  who a re  o ld e r .  P a re n ts  f e e l  

th a t  young c h i ld re n  cannot u n d erstan d  e x p la n a tio n s , so th e y  

c o n c e n tra te  on a u th o r i t a r ia n  c o n t ro l  (H urlock , 1984).
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8 * E ducations

Lover le v e ls  o f  education .am ong p a re n ts  a re  r e la te d  

to  in c re a se d  use o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  (Teichraan e t  a l ,  1978; 

B rassard  e t  a l ,  1987 ).

9 . N a tio n a l d if fe re n c e s

Study o f  n a t io n a l  o r e th n ic  c h i ld - r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  

and r e s u l t in g  t r a i t  d if f e re n c e s  o f f e r  f u r th e r  evidence on the  

e f f e c t  o f  fam ily  t r a in in g  (B a i le r  e t  a l ,  1963).

In  c u l tu r e s ,  where th e  h ie r a r c h ic a l  s e t  up co n tin u es  

in  more r ig id  and in f lu e n c ia l  m anner, a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  i s  

consp icu o u sly  i s  h ig h . S tu d ie s  o f  Bhushan (1 9 7 8 ), K ool(1980), 

P rasad (1980) and Roy (1 980), have shown th a t  people from 

B r a z i l ,  Hongkong, I n d ia ,  Zimbabwe, Germans, A u s tra l ia  , a re  

le s s  a u th o r i t a r ia n  than  Americans and W hite South A fr ic a n s . 

E a s te rn e rs  were l e s s  a u th o r i t a r ia n  th an  South W esterners 

(L loyd, 1985). A s tu d y  o f  American and Danish h ig h  schoo l 

s tu d e n ts  (15 and 16 y e a rs )  in v e s t ig a te d  a d o le s c e n t’ s 

p e rc e p tio n s  o f  p a r e n ta l  a u th o r i ty .  I n  bo th  c o u n tr ie s ,  

p a re n ts  were h ig h ly  a u th o r i t a t iv e  and American p a re n ts  were 

much more a u th o r i t a r ia n  th an  Danish p a re n ts  (Kandel and 

L e sse r , 1969, L loyd , 1985).

E. Views o f  youth and p a re n ts  on a u th o r i ta r in is m

Youth f e e l  th e  need fo r  d i s c ip l i n e .  They want guidance 

w ith  reaso n ab le  e x p la n a tio n  fo r  what th e y  a re  expected  to  do ,
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F am ily  Id o lo g y  (TFI) s c a le  developed in  p a r t  o f  th e  

a u th o r i t a r i a n  p e r s o n a l i ty .  H is o n ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  f in d in g  

was a c o r r e la t io n  o f  3 ,3  between th e  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  o f  

sons and th e  a u th o r i t a r i a n  fam ily  id o lo g y  o f  f a t h e r s .

These s tu d ie s ,  u s in g  d i r e c t  m easures o f  p a r e n ta l  a t t i t u d e ,  

p ro v id e  o n ly  m arg in a l ev idence  o f  a r e la t io n s h ip  betw een 

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  and p a r e n ta l  c h i ld  r e a r in g  a t t i t u d e s  

(G o ld s te in  and B lackm an,1978).

R ecent in v e s t ig a t io n s  have shown t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f 

th e  p a re n ts  tow ards d i s c ip l in in g  i s  a v e ry  im p o rtan t f a c to r  

f o r  th e  p ro p er growth o f  th e  c h i l d 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  (Kuppuswamy, 

1981).

F , An Overview o f  P a re n tin g  and T w en tie th  C e n tu ry 's  Development

P la to  and A r i s to t l e  had o p in io n s  concern ing  c h i ld  r e a r in g  

and e d u c a tio n . P la to  f e l t  t h a t  o v e r ly  r e s t r i c t i v e  as  w e ll as 

o v e r ly  p e rm is s iv e , c h ild  r e a r in g  s ty le s  would produce c h i ld re n  

u n f i t  f o r  s p e c ia l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  s o c ie ty .  From th e  tim e 

o f  P la to  and A r i s to t l e  up u n t i l  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , most 

h i s t o r i a n s  r e p o r t  t h a t  c h i ld re n  were t r e a te d  somewhat c r u e l ly  

(P o llo c k , 1983).

By th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , c h i ld r e n 's  s t a tu s  began to  

change. They were more r e a d i ly  reg ard ed  as so u rce s  o f  p a r e n ta l
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th ey  do n o t mind punishm ent i f  f a i r  and d e se rv e d ; th ey  

r e s e n t  a u th o r i t a r ia n  d i s c ip l i n e  (Jo sse ly n , 1 9 7 1 ). A dolescent 

a t t i t u d e s  to  a u th o r i ty  a re  much more am bivalen t and made 

more so by co n fu sio n s  in  our s o c ie ty  between a u th o r i ty  and 

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m . They th in k  an a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  i s  

non e x p la n a to ry , non p a r t i c ip a to r y  e x e rc ise  o f  power o f  

the s t r o n g e r  o ver th e  weaker (Sm art and S m art, 1973).

Jen sen  (1985) ex p la in ed  th a t  due to  sex  r o le  co n cep tio n s  

a d o le s c e n ts  h o ld , a h ig h  l e v e l  o f  c o n tro l seems to  be more 

a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  men th an  women. A u th o rita r ia n ism  was much 

more marked b e fo re  th a n  now. Youth i s  l e s s  a c c e p tin g  

o f l im i t a t i o n  in  t h e i r  freedom , r a c i a l  p r e ju d ic e ,  p o v e rty  

and h y p o c r is y . The g e n e ra tio n  gap Invo lves th e s e  a l te r e d  

a t t i t u d e s  and e x p e c ta tio n s  ( C a rle Io n  e t  a l ,  1973) .

M others a re  more l i k e l y  to  assume c a re g iv in g  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and f a th e r s  more l ik e ly  to  engage th e  

in f a n t  i n  a c t iv e  and s t im u la t in g  p la y , in  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p a re n tin g  r o le s  tow ards c h i ld re n  (Yogman e t  a l . , 1976;

Lamb e t  a l ,  1982; D w oretzky, 1984). The p u b lic  su p p o rts  

(60-80/S) th e  use  o f  punishm ent on c h ild re n  (Hyman and 

Wise 1979; B rassa rd  e t  a l ,  198 7 ). Most p a re n ts  (abou t 

85 p e r  c e n t)  spank t h e i r  c h i ld re n  o c c a s io n a lly  (S c h u fe r ,l9 7 8 ) .

Byrne analyzed  c h i ld  r e a r in g  p ra c t ic e s  s e p a r a te ly  

by sex  o f  o f f s p r in g  and sex  o f  p a re n t through T ra d i t io n a l
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amusement and r e la x a t io n  (A r ie s , 1983)* P a re n ts  become 

am bivalen t n o t knowing when to  co n s id e r  c h i ld re n  a d u l t s ,  

on w hether to  c o n s id e r  them in n a te ly  good o r bad (T u c k e r ,1974). 

The se v en te en th  ce n tu ry  saw an in c re a se d  em phasis on ch ildhood  

and th e  c h i l d 's  p la c e  in  th e  fa m ily , and by th e  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu ry , c h ild re n  were gain in g  a unique s t a tu s  (Jen sen  and 

K in g sto n , 1985). I t  appears th a t  in d iv id u a ls  a re  a l l  

trap p ed  by t r a d i t i o n  and folkw ays reg a rd in g  th e  d i s c ip l in in g  

o f  c h ild re n  and th e  old d i s c ip l in e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  o f  th e  

a u th o r i t a r ia n  type (B rassa rd  e t  a l ,  1987).

However, in  th e  p e rio d  from 1935 to  1945, Sigmand 

F re u d 's  id e a s  swung th a t  s h i f t  from r e s t r i c t i v e  p a re n tin g  to  

more p erm issiv e  c a re ta k in g  p r a c t i c e s .  P a re n ts  were cau tioned  

th a t  being  o v e r ly  c o n t r o l l in g  would on ly  r e p r e s s  i n f a r t i l e  

d e s in e s ,  l a t e r  in c re a s in g  th e  chances o f  a d u l t  n e u ro t ic  

te n d e n c ie s . Watson warned p a re n ts  th a t  showing t h e i r  

c h i ld re n  too  much love  and a f f e c t io n  would " c o n d itio n "  c h i ld re n  

to  expect i t  a lw ays. In  a d d i t io n  s t r i c t  c o n t ro l  o f  rew ard 

and punishm ents would be n ec e ssa ry  fo r  p ro p er t r a in in g  (Jensen  

and K ingston , 1985). B igner (1972) n o tic e d  a v e ry  s l i g h t  

s h i f t  back in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  more r e s t r i c t i v e  b u t lo v in g  

a t t i t u d e s ,  encourag ing  p a re n ts  to  be firm  (Jen sen  and K ingston , 

1985).

The r e l ig io u s  and s p i r i t u a l  background o f  th e  In d ian  

s o c ie ty  i s  a ls o  v e ry  much p e rm iss iv e . The b e l i e f s ,  custom s,
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r i t u a l s  and c h i ld  f a r i n g  p r a c t ic e s  and fam ily  s t r u c tu r e s ,  

as found in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  co u n try  p re s e n t  wide 

v a r ia t io n s .  In d ia n  c u l tu r e ,  th e re fo re  p re s e n ts  u n i ty  

in  d iv e r s i t y .  The in co m p atib le  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e rv a tiv e  

v a lu es  and s o c i a l i s t i c  id e a s  both  work to g e th e r  in  In d ia n  

S o c ie ty . T h is  has le d  to  the  comment th a t  the  In d ian  

p e r s o n a l i ty  i s  ' s p l i t '  m a n ife s tin g  i t s e l f  in  l ib e r a l is m  

in  words and co n se rv a tism  in  a c t io n .  The In d ia n  c h i ld  i s  

su b jec ted  to  s t r i c t  and r ig id  r u l e s .  D is c ip lin in g  

s t r a te g ie s  used  betw een f i f t h  and f i f t e e n t h  y ea r o f  l i f e ,  

p la y  v i t a l  r o le  in  making him c o n v e r t io n a l ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  and 

obed ien t to  a u th o r i ty  (K akar, I 979) .

B e s id e s , i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  e d u c a tio n a l grow th and 

m o d ern iza tio n s have produced rem arkable s o c ia l  changes in  

In d ia , which a re  in  c e r t a in  r e s p e c ts  incongruen t w ith  e s ta b lis h e i 

norms. The c h i ld  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  in  In d ia  i n s t i l  th e  f e e l in g  

o f  s e re n i ty  and e x c ess iv e  dependency among the  c h i ld r e n .  The 

am bivalent 'a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p e rso n a lity *  in  In d ian  c u l tu re  g e ts  

support from In d ia n  m others (Nandy and K akar, 1976 ). The 

jo in t  fam ily  system  and h ie r a r c h ic a l  s o c ia l  o rd e r  coupled 

w ith  poor economic base o f th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  In d ia n  peop le  a re  

a u th o r i t a r ia n .  I n s p i te  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  e q u a l i ty ,  advocated

s p i r i t u a l l y ,  th e  In d ian  s o c ie ty  i s  s t a tu s ­

laden  in  w hich dependency, i n t e r a c t io n - o r i e n ta t i o n  and 

power grow a s  im p o rtan t needs (SjLnha, 1982; Bhushan, 1985).
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I l l  METHODOLOGY

The p rocedu re  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  on " A tti tu d e s  o f  you th  

and t h e i r  p a re n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  in  d i s c ip l i n g  

c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily" i s  p re se n te d  under the  fo llo w in g  

s te p s :

A. S e le c t io n  o f  a re a

B. S e le c t io n  o f  sample

c. S e le c t io n  o f to o l

D. C o lle c tin g  o f  d a ta

and E. A n aly sis  o f  d a ta

S e le c t io n  o f  a rea

S r i  A vinash ilingam  Home Science C ollege f o r  Women and 

S r i  Ram akrishna M ission  V id y a lay a , P eriyanaickenpalayam  in  

Coim batore c i t y  were s e le c te d  to  c a rry  out the  s tu d y , due to  

th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  sam ples in  th e se  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and due 

to  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  extended by th e  a u th o r i t ie s  o f  th e  c o l le g e .

B, S e le c t io n  o f  sample

The sam ples s e le c te d  f o r  th e  study  were 45 boys and 

45 g i r l s  o f  th e  age 18 to  20 y e a r s .  From each  income le v e l  

namely low (below R s .1,500 p e r  m onth), m iddle (betw een 

R s .1 ,500  and 2 ,500  per month) and h igh  (above R s .2 ,5 0 0  p er montl 

income group (HUDCO, 1985), 15 boys and 15 g i r l s  were s e le c te d .
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F a th e rs  and m others o f  th e  s e le c te d  boys (45) and g i r l s  (45) 

a ls o  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  sample fo r  th e  s tu d y .

C. S e le c t io n  o f  to o l

The c h ild  r e a r in g  p r a c t i c e s  s c a le  developed by 

N arayanan and Ganesan (1977) was used to  measure a t t i t u d e  

o f  youth and t h e i r  p a r e n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

in  d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily . The same s c a le  was 

used to  f in d  o u t th e  view s o f  youth  on how t h e i r  p a re n ts  

r e a c t  to  a u th o r i t a r ia n  d im ensions o f th e  s c a le .  The s c a le  

used i s  p re se n te d  in  Annexure B and C. The a t t i t u d e  s c a le  

c o n s is t  o f  a s e r ie s  o f  s h o r t  bu t c a r e f u l ly  fo rm u la ted  

s ta te m e n ts  o f  p r e p o s i t io n s  d e a lin g  w ith  is s u e s  in  d i s c ip l i n in g .  

The in d iv id u a l  r e a c t s  w ith  e x p re s s io n  o f  ap p ro v a l o r  

d is a p p ro v a l ,  to  th e  item s on th e  s c a le .

The to o l  s e le c te d  had 55 s ta tem en ts  w ith  r e f e re n c e  to  

a u th o r i t a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s .  The re sp o n se s  to  a l l  th e  item s 

a re  scored  fo r  the a u th o r i t a r i a n  o r i e n ta t io n ,  on th e  p a r t  o f 

re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  re g a rd  to  d i s c ip l in in g .  Each o f th e  

s ta te m e n ts  on th e  s c a le  c a r r y  a sco re  'one* . I n  a d d i t io n  

a b r i e f  q u e s tio n n a ire  was fo rm u la ted  to  c o l l e c t  th e  background 

d a ta  and o th e r  e s s e n t i a l  in fo rm a tio n s  from th e  s e le c te d  

sam ple, as indicated, in Annexure A.
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D. C o lle c tin g  o f  d a ta

^ i th  p r io r  p e rm issio n  from th e  c o lle g e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

rap p o rt was e s ta b l i s h e d  among th e  t a r g e t  group s e le c te d  based 

on th e i r  age and income* The q u e s tio n n a ire  and a t t i t u d e  

sca le  were d i s t r ib u t e d  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  group by group and 

frank  answers were so u g h t. Q u es tio n n a ire  fo r  t h e i r  p a re n ts  

(m others and f a th e r s  r e s p e c t iv e ly )  were se n t and rece iv ed  

back th rough  th e  youth  and th u s  th e  re q u ire d  d a ta  was c o lle c te d *

g . A nalysis o f  d a ta

The c o l le c te d  d a ta  was ana ly sed  in  term s o f  a t t i t u d e s  

o f  youth (boys and g i r l s )  and p a re n ts  ( f a t t ie r s  and .m others) 

towards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m . T est o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  was ap p lied  

to  compare the  a t t i t u d e s  o f  boys and g i r l s  and f a th e r s  and 

mothers in  r e l a t io n  to  d i f f e r e n t  income l e v e l s ,  e d u c a tio n a l 

le v e ls  and o ccu p a tio n s  (Annexure I )  . The c o r r e la t io n  

c o - e f f ic ie n t  was used to  know th e  c o r r e la t io n  between th e  

a t t i tu d e s  o f  youth and p a re n ts  (Annexure I )*



^Results aitft ^tacuBsion



IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study  on " A tt i tu d e s  o f  youth and t h e i r  p a re n ts  

tow ards A u th o rita r ia n ism  in  d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  

fam ily "  was u ndertaken  w ith  45 boys and 45 g i r l s  o f  

18-20 age group and t h e i r  p a r e n ts .  The d a ta  was c o l le c te d  

from youth and p a re n ts  re g a rd in g  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards 

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  u sin g  a q u e s tio n n a ire  and s ta n d a rd is e d  

to o l  a re  p resen ted  under th e  fo llow ing  h ead s :

A. Fam ily background o f  th e  s e le c te d  sample

B. A tti tu d e s  o f  you th  (a s  p o te n t i a l  p a r e n ts )  and 

t h e i r  p a re n ts  tow ards A u th o r ita r ia n is m  in  

d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  in  the  fa m ily

C. A u th o r ita r ia n ism  in  r e l a t i o n  to  incom e, 

ed u ca tio n  and o ccu p a tio n

A. Fam ily  background o f  th e  s e le c te d  sample

T able I  p re s e n ts  th e  fam ily  s iz e  and th e  type o f  

fam ily  to  which th e  s e le c te d  group belonged .
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TABLE I

FAMILY SIZE AND TYPE OF FAMILY

P a r t i c u l a r s  -
Number in  P e rcen tag e

Youth (N=90)

Fam ily  S ize

Type o f  Fam ily

Boys G ir ls
(N=45) (N=45)

Sm all 76 74

Large 24 26

N uclear 91 91

J o in t 9 9

Three fo u r th  o f  sam ple’ s f a m il ie s  were sm all in  s iz e  

b o th  in  th e  case o f  boys and g i r l s  and one te n th  o f  them 

were from jo in t  f a m i l i e s .

2 . E ducation  o f  P a r e n ts :

E ducation  o f  p a re n ts  o f  th e  s e le c te d  youth i s  ta b u la te d  

in  T able I I .
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TABLE I I

EDUCATION OF PARENTS

Number in  P ercen tag e

E ducation  -  .
P a re n ts o f  youth (N=l80)

F a th e r s
(N=90)

M others
(N=90)

I l l i t e r a t e - 3

Prim ary 5 13

S .S .L .C . 42 65

Higher Secondary 13 ■ .. 11

Graduate 35 8

More number o f  f a th e r s  w ere g rad u a te s  than  m o th e rs .

A la rg e r  number o f  m others had com pleted  prim ary  and secondary  

le v e ls  o f  e d u c a tio n . F a th e rs  w ere b e t t e r  p laced  in  t h e i r  

ed u c a tio n a l l e v e l  th a n  m o thers .



I

3 . O ccupation o f P a re n ts

The o cc u p a tio n  o f p a re n ts  i s  in d ic a te d  in  T able I I I .

TABLE I I I
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O ccupation

Number o f  p e rcen tag e

P a re n ts  o f  youth  (N=130)

F a th e rs  (N=90) M others (N=90)

C le r ic a l  work 47 8

B usiness 22 -

P ro fe s s io n a l 17 2

Wage E arner 7 3

A g r ic u l tu r a l 7 -

No O ccupation - 87

I t  i s  bu t n a tu r a l  th a t  a l l  th e  f a th e r s  had one o r 

o th e r  o cc u p a tio n , w h ile  87 p er ce n t o f  m others d id  n o t have 

any o ccu p a tio n  o u ts id e  th e  home. C le r ic a l  job  h o ld e rs  were 

more th a n  th e  o th e r  ty p es  o f  o c c u p a t io n is ts  bo th  in  th e  case  

o f  f a th e r s  and m others o f  th e  s e le c te d  y o u th . A part from 

c l e r i c a l  jo b , f a th e r s  were occupied  in  b u s in e ss  (22)2) and 

p r o fe s s io n a l  c a re e r s  (1 7 ^ ).
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B. A tti tu d e s  o f  youth  (a s  p o te n t i a l  p a re n ts )  and p a re n ts  

tow ards A u th o rita r ia n ism  in  d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  

in  th e  fam ily

This p a r t  e l i c i t e d  in fo rm a tio n  on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  type  o f  p e o p le , ty p e s  o f  d i s c ip l in a r y  

te ch n iq u e s  aware o f ,  re a so n s  fo r  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m , e f f e c t s  

o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  and view s on p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  th a t  

should be possessed  by p a re n ts  and su g g e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  

d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n .

1 . C h a ra c te r i s t ic s  o f  A u th o r i ta r ia n  p eo p le

Table IV d en o tes  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  

ty p e  o f  people as viewed by th e  youth  and p a r e n ts .
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TABLE IV

CHARACTERISTICS OF AUTHORITARIAN PEOPLE

Number o f  p e rcen tag e

• Youth (N=90) P a re n ts i (N=90)

C h a r a c te r i s t ic s Boys
(N=45)

G ir ls
(N=45)

F a th e rs
(N=45)

M others
(N=45)

Command S t r i c t l y 31 51 28 39

S et r i g id  r u le s  and 
r e g u la t io n s 13 27 12 17

Expect a b so lu te  
obedience 18 9 14 10

Punish  se v e re ly 16 11 IS 8

Scold and Whip 13 7 11 9

Absence o f  g ive 
and tak e 7 11 4 7

I n s i s t  on r e s p e c t  
to  e ld e r s 7 4 11 4

E xpecting  beyond 
c a p a c ity 2 4 8 6

C r i t i c i s e  c h ild re n - 6 3 8
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Among youth more g i r l s  have id e n t i f i e d  th e  

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  ‘ s t r i c t  command' and 

'r i g i d  r u le s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ' .  T h is tre n d  was same w ith  

th e  m others a l s o .  The more number o f  boys and fa th e rs  

have re p o rte d  'e x p e c ta t io n  o f  a b s o lu te  o b e d ie n c e ',  's e v e re  

punishm ent' and 's c o ld in g  and w h ip p in g ' as th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f a u th o r i t a r ia n  peop le  th an  g i r l s  and t h e i r  m others w h ile  

'ab sence  o f g ive  and ta k e ' has been m entioned by more o f  

g i r l s  than  th e  boys, f a th e r s  and m o th e rs . On th e  o th e r  

hand f a th e r s  have s t r e s s e d  on ' i n s i s t i n g  r e s p e c t  to e ld e r s ' 

th a n  th e  o th e r* g ro u p s . The o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  l ik e  

'e x p e c tin g  beyond cap ac ity * an d  C r i t i c i s i n g  ch ild ren*m entioned  

by v ery  few youth  and p a r e n ts .

These f in d in g s  re v e a le d  t h a t  ' s t r i c t  commands' and 

'r i g i d  ru le s  and r e g u la t io n s 1 a re  th o u g h t o f  marks o f  

autho r  i t  a r  i a n i  sra.

E rin d e r  (1978) a ls o  confirm s th e s e  in  th a t  he has 

p o in ted  ou t th e  a u th o r i t a r ia n  ty p e  o f  peop le la y  down a 

s e t  o f  s ta n d a rd s , r u l e s ,  th e y  have no v e rb a l  g ive and ta k e  

and hand le p u n it iv e  f o r c e f u l  m easures to  d is c ip l in e  th e  

c h i ld ,
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2 . Awareness o f  o th e r  d i s c ip l in a r y  tech n iq u es

The fo llo w in g  T ab le  V i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  type  o f 

d i s c i p l i n a r y  te ch n iq u e s  th e  sam ples o f  th e  s tu d y  w ere aware 

o f  o th e r  th an  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m .

TABLE V

AWARENESS OF OTHER DISCIPLINARY TECHNIQUES

Number o f  P e rcen tag e

T echniques
Youth

Boys
(N=45)

(N = 90)

G ir ls
(N=45)

P a re n ts

F a th e rs
(N=90)

( N =180)

M others
(N=90)

D em ocratic 27 24 19 17

A u th o r i ta r iv e 24 4 14 12

P e rm iss iv e 9 22 16 13

N eg lec tin g 7 13 7 4

Both boys and g i r l s  were e q u a lly  aware o f  d em o cra tic  

d i s c ip l i n e  w hile  the  boys su rp assed  th e  g i r l s  ( s ix  tim esm ore 

th an  g i r l s )  in  th e  aw areness o f  a u th o r i t a t iv e  m ethod. I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  no te  th a t  doub le th e  number o f  g i r l s  th an  boys 

have r e f le c te d  aw areness o f  th e  p e rm iss iv e  and n e g le c t in g  ty p e  

o f  p a re n tin g  s ty l e .
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Among f a th e r s  and m others th e re  do n o t seem to  be 

a b ig  d i f le r e n c e  in  t h e i r  aw areness o f  v a r io u s  d i s c ip l in a r y  

te c h n iq u e s . L ike y o u th , more number o f  f a th e r s  and m others 

had focused t h e i r  re sp o n se s  on d em o cra tic  and permjs s iv e  

approaches in  d i s c ip l in in g .

3 . Reasons f o r  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m

The rea so n s  fo r  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a t te r n  o f  p a re n tin g  

as viewed by y ou th  and p a re n ts  a re  c o n so lid a te d  in  T able V I.
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TABLE VI

REASONS FOR AUTHORITARIANISM

Number in  p e rcen tag e

Youth (N=90) P aren ts(N = l30 )
R easons - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ­

Boys G ir ls  F a th e r s  M others
(N=45) (N=45) (N=45) (N=45)

To c re a te  
d i s c ip l in e 27 13 13 14

P re f e r r in g  To m a in ta in
* . ■« .,  _. . sound fam ily  A u th o r ita r ia n ism  r e l a t i o n s h l p

9 2 8 11

To develop  
good
c i t i z e n s 2 9 12 9

Commanding
n a tu re 20 27 12 16

P sy ch o lo g ica l 
i l l  e f f e c t s 16 33 27 26

Not
p r e f e r r in g  Dom inating

p a re n ts
A u th o r ita r ia n ism

11 29 19 26

C h ild re n  
escape from 
e ld e r s

. 7 16 9 . 9
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More number o f  boys in d ic a te d  th a t  p eo p le  p re fe r  

au th o rita ri& n isn n is ': '; in  o rd e r  to  fcreate  d i s c i p l i n e ’ and 

’m a in ta in  sound fam ily  r e l a t i o n s h i p ' ,  w h ile  more number o f  . 

g i r l s  rem arked th a t  i t  was ’ to  develop  good c i t i z e n s ’ .

There was n o t much d if f e r e n c e  between th e  re sp o n se s  o f  

f a th e r s  and m others in  t h e i r  rea so n s  f o r  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m .

Among th e  rea so n s  fo r  n o t p r e f e r r in g  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m , 

'commanding n a tu re  o f  a d u l t s '  stood  p redom inate in  th e  

case o f  you th  a g a in s t  'p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i l l  e f f e c t s '  in  th e  

case o f  p a r e n t s .  ’D om inating p a r e n ts ' a s  one o f  the  

reasons h a s  been p in p o in ted  by tw enty  n in e  g i r l s  and 

twenty s ix  m o th e rs . S ix te e n  p er cen t o f  g i r l s  em phasised 

•ch ild  e scap in g  from e l d e r s '  as  one o f  th e  re a so n s  fo r  

not p r e f e r r in g  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m . W h ile  th e  o th e r  

c a ta g o r ie s  o f  th e  s tu d y  sample s ta t in g  so were le s s  th an  

ten  p e r  c e n t .

4 . E f f e c t  o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m

E f f e c t  o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  acco rd in g  to  you th  and 

p a re n ts  in  d i s c ip l in in g  th e  c h i ld re n  a re  in d ic a te d  in  T able V II .
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TABLE VII

EFFECTS OF AUTHORITARIANISM

Number o f  p e rcen tag e

E f f e c ts Youth (N=90) P a re n ts  (N=180)

Boys G ir ls F a th e rs M others
(N=45) (N=45) (N=90) (N=90)

Learn d i s c ip l in e

and lead  a 31 9 24 19
sy s tem a tic  l i f e

In fe r io r i ty  
complex develop  
in  c h i ld re n 24 27 20 23

F a lse  r e s p e c t  tow ards 
e ld e r s  from c h i ld re n 22 27 17 13

C h ild re n  became 
m e n ta lly  u p se t 22 11 19 19

D is in te g r a t io n  
in  th e  fam ily 16 16 12 13

Fam ily members 
become u n su c c e s s fu l 
in  l i f e 4 33 19 21

C h ild ren  a re  n o t 
s o c ia l l y  developed 24 24 11 18

C h ild re n  run  away 
from home 4 4 6 6
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The f a c t  th a t  on ly  one p o s i t iv e  e f f e c t s  in  the  

re sp o n se s  o f  both youth and p a re n ts  nam ely 'c h i ld r e n  le a rn  

d i s c ip l in e  and le ad  a sy s tem a tic  l i f e '  in  a u th o r i t a r ia n  

p a re n tin g  s ty le  i s  w o rth n o tin g . There i s  c lo se  s im i la r i t y  

in  th e  number o f  boys and g i r l s ,  number o f  m others and 

f a th e r s  e n l i s t i n g  th e  n e g a tiv e  e f f e c t s  such as 'developm ent 

o f i n f e r i o r i t y  complex in  c h i l d r e n ',  ' f a l s e  re s p e c t 

tow ards e ld e r s  from c h i l d r e n ', 'd i s i n t e g r a t i o n  in  th e  f a m i ly ',  

'c h i ld r e n  n o t being  s o c ia l ly  d ev e lo p ed ' and ' t h e i r  runn ing  

away• from home,

As f o r  th e  e f f e c t  'c h i ld r e n  become m e n ta lly  u p se t* , 

tw enty  two p er cen t o f  boys enum erated i t  a g a in s t h a l f  

t h i s  number o f  g i r l s .  G i r l s ,  e ig h t  tim es more th e  number 

o f boys s t r e s s e d  th a t  'fa m ily  members become u n su c c e ss fu l 

in  l i f e '  due to  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n t in g .

The f in d in g  th a t  c h i ld re n  become s o c ia l ly  backward 

due to  a u th o r i t a r ia n  p a re n tin g  s ty l e  seems to  confirm  th e  

f in d in g  o f  Maynard (1970) who has a ls o  contended t h i s  e f f e c t .

6 . P o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s : t h a t  should be p o ssessed  by th e  p a re n ts

The p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e  should be possessed  by th e  

p a re n ts  as  denoted  by th e  youth and p a re n ts  a re  c o n so lid a te d  

in  T able V I I I .
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TABLE V III

POSITIVE ATTITUDES THAT SHOULD BE POSSESSED BY THE PARENTS

Number in  p e rce n tag e

P o s i t iv e
a t t i t u d e s  _

Youth (N=90) P a re n ts  (N=l80)

Boys G ir ls F a th e rs M others
(N=45) (N=45) (N=90) (N=90

Love and a f f e c t io n  
and f ra n k  com m unication 31 29 26 38

R ig h t amount o f freedom 27 9 18 24

Guide and u n d erstan d  
th e  c h ild 22 60 50 48

Encourage c h ild re n 16 33 12 17

Do n o t adopt b r u t a l ,  
b a rb a r ic  and 
d i c t o r i a l  method 11 9 10 9

Do n o t compare 
c h i ld re n 4 18 7 1

Kelp in  d e c is io n
8making 2 2 1
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For th e  q u e s tio n  on p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  th a t  should 

be p o ssessed  by th e  p a re n ts  g i r l s  in  more numbers l i s t e d  

•gu ide and u n d erstan d  th e  ch ild *  and 'do  n o t compare 

c h i ld re n ' th a n  th e  boys. On th e  o th e r  hand boys in  more 

numbers (2 7 % ) ,  s t r e s s e d  ' r i g h t  amount o f  freedom ' th a n  

th e  g i r l s  (9 % ) ,  T h is may be because boys want to  en joy  

freedom  more th an  g i r l s  who a re  keen on demanding u n d ers tan d in g  

encouragem ent and f a r e  judgem ent.

Both f a th e r s  and m others seen  to  c lo s e ly  agree 

w ith  th e  enum eration  o f  p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  th a t  should be 

p o ssessed  by th e  p a re n ts  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  d is c ip l in in g  

c h i ld r e n .  More m others (3 8% ) a t ta c h e d  im portance to  

'lo v e  and a f f e c t io n  and fra n k  communication* th an  th e  

f a th e r s  (26% ) and th e  youth (Boys -  31)a and G ir ls  -  2 9 % ),

Equal number o f  boys and g i r l s  s t r e s s in g  'lo v e  and a f f e c t io n  

and f ra n k  com m unication ' as p o t e n t i a l  p a re n ts  i s  a welcome 

f e a tu r e .
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6 . S u g g estio n s  fo r  p a re n tin g

S u g g estio n s  g iven  by th e  youth and p a re n ts  a re  pooled 

in  T able IX.

TABLE IX

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTING

S u ggestions

Number 

Youth (N=90)

in  p e rcen tag e  

P a re n ts

i 
i

i 
ii 

i
f—1

1 
C

O
 

1
o

1 
1

Boys G ir ls F a th e rs M others
(N=45) (N=45) (N=90) ( N =90)

Be in te r e s te d  
in te r e s te d  in  
c h i l d 's  a c t i v i t i e s 27 31 20 26

Kelp and gu idance _ __
to  c h i ld re n 22 51 29

Love and a f f e c t io n 29 29 21 24

R ecognise c h i l d 's  needs 
and w ishes 13 24 17

4

17

D ecisio n  making on t h e i r  
own 7 33 21 13

Avoidance o f  too  much
freedom 4 13 17 16

F req u en t check and
su p e rv is io n 7 7 7
Avoiding condemning 
c h i ld re n 7 7 6 8

Allow c h i ld re n  to
t a l k  f r e e ly 4 4 9 8
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With regard to suggestions for parenting greater 
emphasis by girls have been attributed to ‘help and guidance 
to children (51)$)* and 'decisionmaking (33^)' and 'avoidance 
of too much freedom (13/2)' than their counterpart boys, 
the percentage in the case of later being twenty two, 
seven and four respectively.

Parents being interested in 'Child's activities', 
loving, affectionate parents', 'recognising child's 
needs and wishes', 'frequent check and supervision', 
•avoiding condemning children' and 'allowing the child 
to talk freely' were the other suggestions given for 
parenting by both boys and girls almost in equal numbers.

There is close resemblance in the number of fathers 
and mothers mentioning the suggestions cited above 
for parenting practices.

C. Authoritarianism in relation to income education and 
occupation

Authoritarianism is relation to income, education 
and occupation is discussed in terms of attitudes of youth 
at different income level, attitudes of parents at different 
income level, perception of parental authoritarianism, 
correlation between youth and parents, authoritarianism 
in relation to occupation and education of the parents.
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1 ,  A tti tu d e s  o f  youth a t  d i f f e r e n t  Income le v e ls

T able X and Annexure D and E g ive  th e  p ic tu r e  o f  a t t i t u d e s  

o f  youth  a t  d i f f e r e n t  income l e v e l s .

TABLE X

ATTITUDES OF YOUTH AT DIFFERENT INCOME LEVEL

V a ria b le s
(M ax.Score

— 55) S.D. 
Mean

Groups
compared * t ' v a lu e s

BOYS
N=45 25 6.00906

girls
24 3.13975

B Vs G .648293 NS
N=45

BOYS
*

Low Income 23 7.17602
N=l5 25 5.93617 BH Vs EM .998077 NS

M iddle Income 23 7. 17602 BH Vs BL 2.17809*
N=15 28 3.9255

High Income 25 5.93617
1.19726NSN=15 28 3.9255 BM Vs BL

GIRLS

Low Income 22 3.43857
GH Vs GM .532345NSN=15 23 3.70328

M iddle Income 22 8.43357 GH Vs GLN=15 28 5.22175 2.49781*

High Income 
N=15

23 3.70328
GM Vs GL 3.10566**

28 5.22175

NS = Not S ig n i f ic a n t  
♦ = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  5 p e r  cen t 

le v e l
** = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t

1 p e r  c e n t le v e l
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S t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  o f  s c o re s  o f  youth on 

55 item  sch ed u le  used to  e l i c i t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  tow ards 

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  in  d i s c ip l in in g  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e re  

was no s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e re n c e  between th e  a t t i t u d e s  

o f  boys and g i r l s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .

Among th e  boys o f d i f f e r e n t  income le v e l s ,  

rem arkable d i f f e r e n c e  was found between th e  a t t i t u d e s  

o f h igh  and low income boys. Between h igh  and m iddle 

and between m iddle and low income th e re  was no d i f f e r e n c e ,  

h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e s e  groups were s im ila r  in  

t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m . Among th e  

g i r l s ,  betw een h ig h  and low income and between m iddle 

and low income groups rem arkab le  d i f f e r e n c e  was proved 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  w h ile  th e re  was no d if fe re n c e  between th e  

g i r l s  o f  h ig h  and m iddle income g ro u p s.

As E rla n g e r  (1974) h as  r e p o r te d  th a t  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

was l i k e l y  to  be used by th e  p eop le  o f  low er l e v e l  o f  

socio-econom ic s t a t u s ,  t h i s  s tu d y  a ls o  in d ic a te s  th a t  

boys and g i r l s  o f  low income f a m i l ie s  have developed more 

o f a u th o r i t a t i a n  te n d e n c ie s  (F ig u re  1 ) .

2 . A tt i tu d e s  o f  p a re n ts  a t  d i f f e r e n t  income le v e ls

T able XI and Annexure B and E d e p ic t  th e  a t t i tu d e s  o f  

p a re n ts  a t  d i f f e r e n t  income l e v e l  as  denoted  by th a n .
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TABLE XI

ATTITUDE OF PARENTS AT DIFFERENT INCOME LEVEL

(Max. Score
V a r ia b le s  =55)

Mean S cores

Groups
compared 't*  v a lu e s

F a th e rs

a 11 8 26

M others 27
N = 90

F a th e rs
Low Income 24

N=30 24

M iddle Income 24

N=30 29

High Income 24
' N=30 29

M others
Low Income 26

N=30 26

Middle Income 26
N=30 29

High Income 26
N=30 29

5.828 „ NS

6.497
F Vs M 1.12

5.72352

5.82118
FH Vs FM

NS.0670933

5.72352
4.12798 FH Vs FL 4.01016**

5.82118
4.12798 FM Vs FL 3.88876**

7.2999
7.02549 MH Vs MM

US
.468534

7.2999
5.03596 MH Vs ML 1.04993NS

7.02549
5.03596 MM Vs ML

NS
1.62636

NS = Not S ig n i f ic a n t  
* = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  5 p e r  cen t l e v e l  

** = S ig rif ic a n t a t  1 p e r cen t le v e l
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S t a t i s t i c a l  a p p ra is a ls  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s  of 

m others and f a th e r s  rev ea led  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e  

r e f l e c t i n g  p a r i t y  in  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s .

As f o r  th e  f a th e r s ,  m iddle and low income groups 

seemed to  be in c l in e d  more tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

th an  th e  f a th e r s  o f  h ig h  income. S ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e  

was seen between th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  h ig h  and low income, 

m iddle and low income f a th e r s .

With reg a rd  to  th e  m others i t  i s  s u rp r is in g  

to  n o te  t h a t  th e re  was no d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  a t t i t u d e s  

o f  m others belonging  to  lowj m iddle and h igh  income le v e ls  

(F ig u re  I ) .

3 . Y o u th s  p e rc e p tio n  o f p a r e n ta l  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m

Table XII and Annexure F r e l a t e  to  y o u th 's  views

on p a r e n ta l  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m
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TABLE XII

YOUTH»S PERCEPTION iOF PARENTAL AUTHORITARIANISM •

(M ax.Score Groups
V a r ia b le s =55) S.D . compared • t * v a lu e s

Mean

F a th e rs
N = 90 2 6 .5 6.21505

NS
M others F Vs M .113108

N = 90 26 .b 5.63226

F a th e rs  o f  youth
Low Income 29 5.77201 NS

FL Vs FM 1.80375
N = 30 26 6.78411

M iddle Income 29 5.77201
N = 30 25 5.56766 FL Vs FH 2.5953**

High Income 26 6.78411 MSFM Vs FH .540882 ^
N=30 25 5.56766

M others o f  vouth

Low Income 29 4.77313
N=30 26 5.83647 ML Vs MM 2.30043*

M iddle 29 4.77313
ML Vs MH 3.03532**

Income 25 5.57385
N =  30
High Income 26 5.83647

MM Vs MH .610808
N=30 25 5.57385

NS = Not S ig n if ic a n t  
* = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  5 per cen t le v e l  

** = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  1 pe£ cen t le v e l
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The s e le c te d  youth from low  income perce iv ed  

t h e i r  f a th e r s  more a u th o r i t a r ia n  th a n  th o se  youth o f  

m iddle and h igh  income l e v e l s .  The d if fe re n c e  between 

th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  low and h ig h  incom e youth on f a th e r s  

being  a u th o r i t a r ia n  was h ig h ly  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The m iddle 

and low income youth  in  t h i s  s tu d y  p e rce iv ed  th a t  t h e i r  

m others were more a u th o r i t a r ia n .  The d if fe re n c e  between 

th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m iddle and h ig h  income youth on t h e i r  

m others was in s ig n i f i c a n t  (F ig u re  I I ) .

4 , C o r re la tio n  between youth and p a r e n ts

Table X III and Annexure D and E d e p ic t  th e  c o r r e la t io n  

between boys w ith  f a th e r s  and m o th e rs  as  w e ll as g i r l s  

w ith  f a th e r s  and m o thers , r e g a rd in g  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m .
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TABLE XII

CORRELATION BETWEEN YOUTH AND PARENTS

Boys N = 45 F a th e rs  = 90 

G ir ls  N = 45 M others = 90

V a ria b le s
•r» v a lu e s  ' r '  v a lu es
F a th e rs  M others

Max. Score = 55 Max. Score = 55

Boys

Max. Score = 55 0.3433* 0 .2363NS

G jr ls

Max. Score = 55 0.4006* 0.6726**

NS = Not S ig n i f ic a n t  
* = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  5 per c e n t l e v e l  

** = S ig n i f i c i a n t  a t  1 p er cen t l e v e l

The *r» v a lu e s  c a lc u la te d  w ith  th e  sco re s  o f  boys and 

t h e i r  f a th e rs  in d ic a te d  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  

Between th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  boys and m others th e  r e la t io n s h ip  

was p o s i t iv e ,  though i t  was n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .  Between th e  

g i r l s  and m others as w e ll as g i r l s  and f a th e r s  th e re  were 

s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  O bviously 

th e  youth  appear to  ag ree  w ith  th e  same sex p a re n t in  t h e i r
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a t t i t u d e s  on d i s c i p l i n i n g  c h i ld r e n .

5 . A u th o r i ta r ia n is m  in  r e l a t i o n  to  e d u c a tio n !

Table Xiv and Annexure G illustrate the scores of 
parents on authoritarianism in relation to various levels 
of education of the parents.

TABLE XIV
AUTHORITARIANISM IN RELATION TO EDUCATION

Variables Mean
Scores S.D Group

compared t value

Primary

S5LC

F N=5 28 5.42567 P Vs 1.38864NS26 5.9576 s
H N=*13 29

25 5.42567
6.47504 P Vs H 1.7031NS

30 4.5055627 5.19295 PF Vs SF 1.32745NS
28
26 5.74233

6.39906 PM Vs SM .949964NS

•%

30
28 4.50556

5.74233 PF Vs PM .888925NS

F 26 5.9576 S Vs .900227NSN = 37 25 6.47504 H

M. .N » 59
26
22
27.2

5.9576
5.68861 S.Vs G 3.50952**
5.18295 SF Vs •0240449NS27.1 5.12349 HF

27 5.18285 SF Vs GF ★ ★23 5.613813 3.17678
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V a ria b le s
Mean

S cores S.D . Group
compared t  v a lu e

26 6.39906 SM Vs HM 1.51784NS
23, 7.66232

27 5.18285 SF Vs SM .915378NS
26 6.39906

H igher Secondary

f N = 16 

MN=10

26
23

27

6.47504
5.68861

5.12348

H Vs G l.S 6951NS

HF Vs GF 2.44929*
23 5.61383

28 5.74233 PM Vs HM 1.88019NS
23 7.66232

23 7.66232 HM Vs GM
NS

.669591
30 5.90902

27 5.12348
HF Vs HM 1.81091NS

23 7.66232

30 4.50556 PF Vs HF 1.2795NS
27 5.12348

G raduate
28 5.42567 P Vs G 3.76495**Fn=32 22 5.68861

mN=7
30 4.50556 PF Vs GF 2.78682**
23 5.61383
28 5.74233 PM Vs GM 2.78143*
20 5.9802
26 6.39906 SM Vs GM 2.25611*
20 5.90902
23 5.61983 GF Vs GM 1.162 NS
20 5.90802•

NS = Not S ig n i f ic a n t
* = S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  5 p er cen t le v e l

** = S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  1 p e r c e n t le v e l
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The above ta b le  v iv id ly  shows, how low le v e ls  o f 

ed u c a tio n  le a d s  people to  fo llow  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  as t h e i r  

p a re n tin g  s t y l e s .  Endorsement tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

in c re a se d  frith  tbe d ec rease  in  e d u c a tio n a l le v e ls  o f  th e  

p a r e n ts .  The p a re n ts  who had com pleted p rim ary  schoo l 

e d u c a tio n  appeared  more a u th o r i t a r ia n  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  

th a n  th e  g rad u a te  p a re n ts .  And th e  d i f f e r e n c e  was 

s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  one p er cen t l e v e l .  The same tre n d  was 

r e f le c te d  between f a th e r s  and between m others s e p a ra te ly .  

D if fe re n c e  was a ls o  seen between th e  m others who have 

com plted S .S .L .C . and g raduate  ed u c a tio n  (F ig u re  1 1 1 ) .

T his f in d in g  i s  in  lin e d  w ith  t h a t  o f  G o ld ste in

(1978) who has rev ea led  th a t  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  i s  th e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  le s s  educated  in d iv id u a l .

6 . A u th o rita r ia n ism  in  r e l a t i o n to  o ccu p a tio n

The a t t i t u d e s o f  p a re n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

in  r e l a t i o n  to  v a r io u s  types o f  o ccu p a tio n  a re  ta b u la te d  

in  T able XV.
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Mean
V a r ia b le s  S cores

Groups
S.D . compared

t  v a lu e s

No O ccupation 6.66705
n NS

26 N Vs W .678139
F 27 3.30669

6.66705 NS
% =78 26 N Vs A 1.37902

30 3.61939
„ NS

25 6.66705 N Vs C .675176

26 5.20841

26 6.66705 N Vs P 1 l . l 4 l 3 2 Nb
30 6.92771

6.66705 NS
26 NM Vs WM .0925524
25 2.3094

26 6.66705 NM Vs CM
NS

.319302
25 6.12173

Wase e a rn e r
27 3.80669 W Vs A

NS
1.2674

FN=8 30 3.61939

% =3 27 3.80669
W Vs C

, NS .385196
26 5.20941

28 4.16619 WF Vs AF
NS

.320951
30 3.61939

28 4.16619 WF Vs CF
NS

.54195
27 5.07642

NS
25 2.3094 ViM Vs CM .12718

25 • b . 12173
N

28 4.16619 WF Vs WM .931507

25 2.3094



V a ria b le s  ^ ean s.D
S cores

Groups
compared t  v a lu e s

A g r ic u l tu ra l
27 3.61939 A Vs C 1.38865NS

‘ FN=6 24 5.20841
M

30 3.61939 A Vs P 1 .9 8 2 9 3 ^
34 6.32771

30 3.61939 AF Vs CF 1.29236NS
27 5.07642

30 3 .b l9 3 9 NS
24 6.94331 AF Vs PF 1.34604

30 3.61939 AF Vs EF 2.43177*
23 b .33209

C le r ic a l
26 5.20341 C Vs P •, NS 1.75967

f N =42 24 6.32771

26 5.20341
C Vs B 2.43839**

23 6.39209

27 5.07642 CF Vs PF 1.64777 NS
24 6.94331

25 6.12179 Cl! Vs PM
NS.655794

22 7.77813

27 5.07642 CF Vs CM ,971209NS
25 6.12173

P ro fe s s io n a l
24 6.32771 P Vs B .3 8 9 4 7 2 ^

fN=15 23 6.38209

%=2 27 3.80669 W Vs P 1.52049NS
24 6.82771

24 6.94331 PF Vs PM ,461649NS
22 6.77818
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V a r ia b le s Mean S.D. Groups t  v a lu e sScores compared

t
26 6.66705 Ni-I Vs PM .87606NS
22 7.77818

23 4.16619 WF Vs PF
NS

1.41562
24 6.94331

25 2.3094 WM Vs PM .862164 NS
22 7.77813

B usiness

26 6.66705 N Vs B 1.71552 NS
*N=19 23 6.38209

M 27 3.80669 W Vs B 2.02741 NS
23 6.38209

30 3.61939 A Vs B 2.43177**
23 6.38209

29 6.94-331 PF Vs BF NS.4 9 9 2 4 6 ^
23 6.39209

28 4.16619 WF Vs BF 2.01299NS
23 6.38209

27 5.07642 CF Vs BF 2.57743**
23 6.38209

NS = Not S ig n i f ic a n t  
* = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  5 p e r  cen t le v e l  

* *  = S ig n i f ic a n t  a t  1 p e r  cen t l e v e l
The c le r k s  and a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  re c e iv e d  more sc o re s  on

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  sc a le  th an  th o se  f a th e r s  who h e ld  o th e r  o ccu p a tio n s

There was a s ig n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  a t t i t u d e  sc o re s  o f

a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  and bu sin ess  p eo p le  and betw een c le r k s  and b u s in e ss

people (F ig u re  IV ).
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V SUMMARY AMD CONCLUSION

T his s tu d y  was u ndertaken  to  e l i c i t  ’A tt i tu d e s  o f  

you th  and t h e i r  p a re n ts  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  in  

d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily . F o rty  f iv e  boys 

and 45 g i r l s  o f  the  age group 18-20 y e a rs  and t h e i r  p a re n ts  

(90 f a th e r s  and 90 m others) c o n s t i tu te d  th e  sam ple.

A q u e s tio n n a ire  and a s ta n d a rd ise d  s c a le  were used to  c o l le c t  

th e  r e a u ire d  d a ta  from th e  sam ples.

The key f in d in g s  o f th e  study  a re :

1 . Among y o u th , more g i r l s  id e n t i f ie d  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  as ' s t r i c t  commands (5 1 $ ) ' 

and 'r i g i d  r u le s  and re g u la t io n s  ( 2 7 /0 ',  w h ile  

th e  co rrespond ing  re sp o n ses  from boys were l e s s  

( 31$ and 13$ r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  More number o f  f a th e r s

(14;*) m entioned 'e x p e c ta t io n  o f  a b s o lu te  o b ed ien ce ' 

th an  th e  m others (1 0 ,0 . More o f  f a th e r s  s tr e s s e d  

on ' i n s i s t i n g  r e s p e c t  to  e ld e r s  ( 11/0 th an  th e  

o th e r  groups as one o f the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m .

2 . As f o r  th e  aw areness o f  o th e r  d i s c ip l in a r y  

te ch n iq u e s  o th e r  th a n  a u th o r i t a r ia n ,  more boys 

r e f e r r e d  to  th e  a u th o r i t a t iv e  a t t i t u d e  (24$) 

th an  t i n  g i r l s  (4 $ ) . H igher number o f  youth  and 

and p a re n ts  s ta te d  dem ocratic  (you th  -  51$; 

p a re n ts  -  36$) and p erm iss iv e  (you th  -  31*;
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p a re n ts  -  29^) approaches in  d i s c ip l i n in g .  Double 

th e  number o f  g i r l s  th an  boys have r e f l e c te d  

aw areness o f  the p e rm iss iv e  and n e g le c t in g  ty p e  o f  

p a re n t in g .

3 . More number o f boys in d ic a te d  th a t  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

was p re fe r re d  in  o rd e r  to  c r e a te  d i s c ip l i n e  (27% ) 

th a n  th e  g i r l s  (1 3 )0 . More numbers o f  g i r l s  (9 ,0  

in d ic a te d  'd ev e lo p in g  good c i t i z e n s h ip ' than  th e

boys (2/0 as a rea so n  f o r  p r e f e r r in g  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m .

Youth predom inate th e  p a re n ts  in  s ta t in g  

‘Commanding n a tu re ' as  a re a so n  fo r  n o t p r e f e r r in g

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  (y o u th  -  49^; p a re n ts  -  23^.

The 'p sy c h o lo g ic a l i l l  e f f e c t s '  was ex p ressed  by 

more p a re n ts  (53"0 th a n  th e  youth  (43 0 .  Youth 

outnumbered in  enum erating  reaso n s fo r  n o t p r e f e r r in g  

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  th a n  th e  p a re n ts  on th e  w hole.

4 . 'C h ild  le a r n  d i s c ip l in e  and lead  a sy s te m a tic  l i f e '
was th e  o n ly  p o s i t iv e  e f f e c t  o f  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  

acco rd in g  to  th e  s e le c te d  sam ple. There i s  c lo se  

s im i la r i t y  in  th e  number o f  boys and g i r l s ,  number

o f  m others and f a th e r s  e n l i s t i n g  th e  n e g a tiv e  
e f f e c t s  such as 'deve lopm ent o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  

complex in  c h i l d r e n ', f a ls e  r e s p e c t  tow ards e ld e r s  

from c h i ld r e n ',  'd i s i n t e g r a t i o n  in  th e  fa m ily ' 

• c h i ld re n  n o t be ing  s o c i a l l y  d ev e lo p ed ' and ' t h e i r  

ru n n in g  away from home' .
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5 . F o r th e  q u e s tio n  on p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e

th a t  should be p o ssessed  by th e  p a re n ts  g i r l s  

in  more numbers l is  te d  ' guide and u n d ers tan d  

th e  c h i ld ' and 'do  n o t compare c h i ld r e n ' th an  

th e  boys. On th e  o th e r  hand boys in  more numbers 

(27$) s tr e s s e d  ' r i g h t  amount of freedom ' than  

th e  g i r l s  (9 $ ) .

Both f a th e r s  and m others seem to  agreed  

c lo s e ly  w ith  the  enum eration  o f p o s i t iv e  

a t t i tu d e s  th a t  should  be possessed  by th e

p a re n ts  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  d i s c ip l in in g  c h i ld re n .

More m others (33$) a tta c h e d  im portance to  

'lo v e  and a f f e c t io n  and fra n k  com m unnication' 

than  th e  f a th e r s  (26$) and th e  you th  (boys -  31$ 

and g i r l s  -  2 9 $ ).

6 . With reg ard  to  su g g es tio n s  fo r  p a re n tin g  g re a te r  

em phasis by g i r l s  have been a t t r i b u te d  to

•h e lp  and guidance to  c h i ld re n  (5 1 $ ) ' and 'd e c is io n  

making' ( 33$) and 'av o id an ce  o f  too  much 

freedom  (1 8 $ ) 'th a n  t h e i r  c o u n te rp a r t  boys, th e  

p e rcen tag e  in  th e  case  o f  l a t e r  being  tw enty  two, 

seven and fo u r  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

P a ren ts  being  ' i n t e r e s t e d  in  c h i l d 's  

a c t i v i t i e s ' 5 'lo v in g  a f f e c t io n a te  p a r e n t s ' ,  

're c o g n is in g  c h i l d 's  needs and w ish e s ’ , 'f r e q u e n t
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check and s u p e rv is io n ’ , ’ av o id in g  condemning 

c h i ld re n  and 'a llo w in g  th e  c h i ld  £6 t a lk  f r e e l y '

were the  o th e r  su g g e s tio n s  g iv en  fo r  p a re n tin g  by- 
bo th  boys and g i r l s  a lm o st in  eq u a l numbers.

There i s  c lo se  resem blance  in  th e  number o f  

f a th e r s  and m others m en tio n in g  th e  su g g es tio n s  

c i te d  above fo r  p a re n tin g  p r a c t i c e s .

7 . Among th e  boys o f d i f f e r e n t  income l e v e l s ,  rem arkab le

d if f e re n c e  was found betw een th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  
h ig h  and low income boys. Between h igh  and. 

m iddle and between m iddle and low income th e re  was 

no d i f f e r e n c e ,  h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e se  

groups were s im ila r  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i  sm.

Among th e  g i r l s ,  betw een h ig h  and low income 

and betw een m iddle and low income groups rem arkab le 

d i f f e r e n c e  was proved s t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  w h ile  th e re  

was no d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  g i r l s  o f  h igh  and 

m iddle income 'groups.

8 . Rem arkable d if fe re n c e  was observed  in  th e  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  betw een th e  f a th e r s  o f  

low and h ig h  and low and m idd le  income le v e ls  and 

t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t .
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9 .  The s e le c te d  youth from low income p erce iv ed

t h e i r  f a th e r s  more a n th o r i t a r ia n  than  th o se  

youth  o f  middle and h ig h  income le v e l .  The 

d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  low and 

h ig h  income youth on f a th e r s  being a u th o r i t a r ia n  

was h ig h ly  s ig n i f i c a n t .  The m iddle and low 

income youth o f  t h i s  s tu d y  p e rce iv ed  th a t  t h e i r  

m others were more a u th o r i t a r i a n .  The d if f e r e n c e  

between th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m iddle and h igh  income 

youth  on th e i r  m others was i n s i g n i f i c a n t .

L0 . The ' r* v a lu es  c a lc u la te d  w ith  th e  sco res  o f  g i l l s  

and t h e i r  f a th e r s  and g i r l s  and th e i r  m others 

in d ic a te d  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  

Between th e  boys and t h e i r  f a th e r s  th e re  was 

s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .

Between the  a t t i t u d e s  o f  boys and m others th e  

r e la t io n s h ip  was p o s i t iv e ,  though i t  was n o t

s ig n i f i c a n t .

11 . The p a re n ts  who had com pleted prim ary  schoo l

ed u c a tio n  appeared more a u th o r i t a r ia n  in  t h e i r  

a t t i t u d e s  than  th e  g rad u a te  p a r e n ts .  And th e  

d if fe re n c e  was s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  one per c e n t l e v e l .  
The same tre n d  was r e f l e c te d  between f a th e r s  and

between m others r e s p e c t iv e ly .
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1 2 . There was a s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e r e n c e  between th e  

a t t i t u d e  sco res  o f  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  and b u s in e ss  

peop le  and between c le r k s  and b u s in e s s  people 

r e f l e c t in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  f a th e r s  o f  c l e r i c a l

o ccupations and a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  were more 

a u th o r i t a r ia n .

Recommendations emerging o u t o f  th e  fo llo w in g

the s tu d y  a r e :

1 . The a u th o r i t a r ia n  p r a c t i c e s  can be an a ly sed  in  te rm s 

o f  p a r e n t 's  age and o r d in a l  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  c h i ld .

2 . P a re n ts  and youth  need to  be educated  on th e  

d e s i r a b le  d i s c ip l in a r y  te ch n iq u es  and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  

th ro u g h  popular mass m edia.

3 .  Large s c a le  s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  f i e l d  may b r in g  o u t 

co n firm a tiv e  r e s u l t s .
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ANNEXURE A

A QUESTIONNAIRE TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON ATTITUDES OF YOUTH 
AND THEIR PARENTS TOWARDS AUTHORITARIANISM IN DISCIPLINING

CHILDREN IN THE FAMILY

I* General information x

1* Name o f  th e  resp o n d en t x

2 , Sex o f  th e  resp o n d en t x

3* Age o f  th e  resp o n d en t :

4 .  R e lig io n s

5 , N a t io n a l i ty ••
6 . A ddress o f  th e  re sp o n d en t :

7 . Type o f  th e  fam ily •# N uclear fam ily / 17
J o in t  fam ily z = ”7

8* S iz e  o f  th e  fam ily •• Sm all (u p to  5) L . ~7
Large L _ 1

9 . Back ground in fo rm a tio n ••

Name o f  the
S#No* fam ily  men be r s

Relation­
ship to Education 
the head

Oecu- Total income 
pation of the family 

(monthly)
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I I .  What do you th in k  a re  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  
ty p e  o f  peop le  in  d is c ip l in in g ?

I l l #  M ention th e  o th e r  ty p es  o f  d i s c ip l i n a r y  te ch n iq u es  you a re  
aware o f .

IV. Do you p r e f e r  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  i n  d is c ip l in in g  c h ild re n ?

Yes Reasons No Reasons
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V I.

V II .

What do you th in k  a re  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  a u th o r i t a r ia n  
ty p e  o f d i s c ip l in e  on c h ild re n ?

What p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  should  th e  p a re n ts  p o ssess  
in  d is c ip l in in g ?

What a re  your su g g es tio n s  re g a rd in g  p a re n tin g  p rac tice s '*

N



ANNEXURE B
/

A 55 ITEM CHILD REARING PRACTICES SCALE TO ELICIT ATTITUDES OF YOUTH 
TOWARDS AUTHORITARIANISM IN DISCIPLINING 1

NARAYANAN & GANESAN (1977)

S.No. C h ild  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item
How do you Your r e a c t io n
th in k  your as a p o te n t i a l
p a re n ts  p a re n ts
r e a c t  to  
th e se  item s

FATHER MOTHER YOUTH

1 . S t r i c t  t r a in in g  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
fo r  c h i ld re n Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

2. S t r i c t  d i s c ip l i n e  a lo n e  would 
develop a f in e  s tro n g  c h a ra c te r  
among c h i ld re n Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

3 . C h ild ren  who a re  h e ld  to  firm  
r u le s  grow up to  be th e  b e s t  a d u l ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

4. P a ren ts  should  p la n  th in g s  fo r  
c h ild  ra i because th ey  a lone  
a re  re s p o n s ib le  persons Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

5 . A c h ild  should grow up convinced 
t h a t  h is  p a re n ts  always knew what 
i s  th e  r ig h t  th in g  to  do Yes/No Yes/No ^es/N o

b . P a re n ts  shou ld  te a c h  c h i ld re n  to  
have u n q u es tio n ab le  lo y a l ty  
to  them Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

7. R ules re g a rd in g  d i s c ip l in e  should  
be s t r i c t l y  p lanned  fo r  c h i ld re n  
by p a re n ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

8 . The p a re n ts  shou ld  make t h e i r  
c h i ld re n  re g a rd  them above 
everybody e l s e Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

9. C h ild re n  should  be made to  
understand  th e  s e rv ic e s  ren d ered  
by p a re n ts  by c o n s ta n t ad v ices Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

10. C h ild ren  should  alw ays conform 
to  p a r e n ta l  e x p e c ta tio n s Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No
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How do you
S.No. C hild  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item  th in k  your

o p a re n ts
r e a c t  to  
th e se  item s

FATHER MOTHER YOUTH

11. Do you th in k  th a t  c h ild re n  
should  be made to  f e a r  t h e i r  
p a re n ts  f o r  t h e i r  own good? Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

12. L o y a lty  to  p a re n ts  comes fo rm ost Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

13. C h ild re n  should  be ta u g h t 
ev e ry th in g  by th e  p a re n ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

14. A c h i ld  should always love  i t s  
p a re n ts  above every  one e l s e Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

15. P a re n ts  should  em phasis th a t  
th e  c h i ld re n  should always tak e  
adv ice  from them in  so lv in g  
any problem s; th ey  should n o t 
t r y  on t h e i r  own accord Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

16. A s tubborn  c h ild  has to  have 
some punishm ent o r  i t  may n o t 
le a r n  an y th in g Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

17. As p a re n ts  have freedom , c h i ld re n  
should e l s e  have Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

18. I f  sm all c h ild  r e fu s e  to  obey, 
p a re n ts  should whip them fo r  i t Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

19 . In  d e a lin g  w ith  c h ild re n
d is c u s s io n  cannot f in d  a p la c e .

*
Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

20. A c h i ld  d e se rv e s  to  be slapped  
when i t  t a lk s  back to  i t s  
p a re n ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

21. A w ise p a re n t w i l l  te ach  a 
c h i ld  e a r ly  j u s t  who i s  boss Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

22. A c h i ld  should never be allow ed 
to  keep any s e c r e t  to  i t s e l f Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

Your r e a c t io n  
as  a
p o te n t i a l
p a re n ts
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How do you Your
S.No. C hild  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  ite m  , th in k  your r e a c t io n

p a re n ts  a s  a
r e a c t  to  p o te n t i a l
th e se  item s p a re n ts

FATHER MOTHER YOUTH

23. C h ild ren  should  be never 
lead  to  q u e s tio h  th e  p a re n ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

24 . When a p a re n t asks a c h i ld  
to  do som ething the  c h ild  
should alw ays be to ld  why. Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

25. Do you ag ree  th a t  c h i ld re n  
should be allow ed to  d is a g re e  
w ith  th e  p a re n ts  on re a so n a b le  
grounds Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

26. P a re n ts  should  g ive  freedom  
to  t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  choose 
th e i r  f r ie n d s Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

27. C h ild ren  a re  a c tu a l ly  h a p p ie r  
under s t r i c t  t r a in in g Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

23. The c h i ld  should be ta u g h t 
to known t h a t  th e re  i s  no 
g re a te r  wisdom th an  th a t  
o f i t s  p a re n ts Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

29. P a re n ts  should  keep o u t o f  
c h i ld r e n ’ s a c t i v i t i e s  as much as 
p o s s ib le  so th a t  c h i ld re n  
can le a r n  to  do th in g s  on 
t h e i r  own Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

30. A c h i ld  can  o n ly  become s e l f ­
c o n fid e n t i f  allow ed to  do 
th in g s  i t s  own way Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

31. One must alw ays keep t i g h t  
hold o f  a baby d u rin g  h i s /h e r  
bath f o r ,  in  a c a re le s s  
movements h e /sh e  m ight s l i p Yes/No Yes/No YesS/No

32. C h ild ren  should never le a r n  
th in g s  o u ts id e  th e  home w hich 
make them doub t th e i r *  
p a re n ts ’ id e a Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

33. Most c h i ld r e n  should have more 
d i s c ip l in e  th a n  th e y  g e t

Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No
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Kow do you 
th in k  your 
p a re n ts

S.No. C hild  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item  r e a c t  to
th e se
item s

FATHER MOTHER

3 4 . When c h i ld re n  work w ith o u t
th e  d i r e c t io n s  o f  p a re n ts  th e y  can 
do b e t t e r  on t h e i r  job Yes/No Yes/No

35. I f  you a re  s o f t - h e a r te d  w ith  
c h i ld re n ,  th ey  w i l l  j u s t  f in d  ou t 
th e y  can push you around Yes/No Yes/No

36 . A p a re n t should  always defend 
h im se lf  even when he i s  n o t r ig h t  
in  th e  p resen ce  o f  c h ild re n Yes/No Yes/No

37. The c h i ld r e n 's  id e a s  should be 
s e r io u s ly  co n s id e red  in  making 
fam ily  d e c is io n s Yes/No Yes/No

38. The p a re n ts  should make i t  th e i r  
b u sin ess  to  know ev e ry th in g  th e  
c h ild re n  a re  th in k in g  and doing Yes/No Yes/No

39. P a ren ts  should show an i n t e r e s t  
in  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  grow th, bu t 
th e y  should n o t dom inate Yes/No Ye s/No

40 . As much as re a s o n a b le , a p a re n t 
should t r y  to  t r e a t  a c h ild  as 
an equal Yes/No Yes/No

4 1 . One should n o t h ea r c h i ld re n
t e l l i n g  t h e i r  t r o u b le s  s in c e  th e
c h i ld re n  w i l l  alw ays end in  com plaining Yes/No Yes/No

42 . P a ren ts  should a n t ic ip a te  th e  
m isch ie f  o f  tfte c h i ld re n  and th re a te n  
them b e fo re  hand Yes/No Yes/No

43. P a ren ts  should  be ev e ry th in g  a t  any 
c o s t  by them selves to  avoid 
f r u s t r a t i o n  and d isap p o in tm en t to  
c h ild re n Yes/No Yes/No

44. P a re n ts  should r e s p e c t  th e  w ishes 
o f  th e i r  c h i ld re n  even more than  
th e  ch ild  r e s p e c ts  t h e i r  w ishes Yes/No Yes/No

45. I t  i s  n o t f a i r  always to  expect th e  
c h ild re n  to  do a l l  th e  compromising 
and ad justm ent Yes/No Yes/No

Your
re a c t io n  
as a
p o te n t ia l
p a re n ts

YOUTH

Ye s/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No
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S.No. C h ild  r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item

How do you
th in k  your 
p a re n ts  
r e a c t  to  
th e se  item s

Your re a c t!  
a s  a
p o te n t i a l
p a re n ts

FATHER MOTHER YOUTH

46. C h ild ren  should  be g iven  Ye s/No 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  ex p re ss  t h e i r  
d i s l i k e  and f e e l in g  abou t re a so n a b le s  
reg a rd in g  fam ily  r u le s

Yes/No Yes/No

47. P a re n ts  should alw ays f in d  f a u l t  
w ith  c h i ld re n  to  b r in g s  them up 
in  p ro p er way Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

48. I f  p a re n ts  would have fun  w ith  
t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  th e  c h i ld re n  
would be more a p t to  ta k e  t h e i r  
adv ice Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

49. P a re n ts  should  a ls o  a d ju s t  to  the  
view s o f  th e  c h i ld re n Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

50 P a re n ts  who a re  in te r e s te d  in  
le a rn in g  about t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  
p la y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p ra n k s , and 
fun  h e lp  them grow u p r ig h t Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

51. P a re n ts  should g ive com plete 
p r o te c t io n  to  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  
even from l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
in  l i f e Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

52. A c h i ld  has a r i g h t  to  h is  own 
p o in t o f  view  and ought to  be 
allow ed to  ex p ress  i t Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

53. Laughing a t  c h i ld r e n 's  jo k es  
and t e l l i n g  c h i ld re n  jo k e s  makes 
th in g s  go more sm oothly Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

54. When you do th in g s  to g e th e r ,  
c h i ld re n  f e e l  c lo se  to  you and 
t a l k  e a s ie r Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No

55. P a re n ts  need to  s t r i v e  to  und er­
s tan d  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  b e t t e r Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No



ANNEXURE C

A. 55 . ITEM CHILD, REARING PRACTICES SCHEDULE TO ELICIT ATTITUDES OF 
PARENTS TOWARDS AUTHORITARIANISM IN DISCIPLINING . .. - -
NARAYANAN & GANESAN (1977) ___________________________  _ _ _ _ = =

S.No. C h ild  re a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item
Your r e a c t io n s  
a s  a p a re n t 
(F a th er/M o th er

1 . S t r i c t  t r a in in g  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  c h ild re n Yes/No

2 . S t r i c t  d i s c ip l in e  a lone would develop  a 
f in e  s tro n g  c h a ra c te r  among c h ild re n Yes/No

3 . C h ild ren  who a re  held  to  f irm  r u le s  grow up 
to  be th e  b e s t  a d u l ts Yes/No

4 . P a re n ts  should p lan  th in g s  f o r  c h i ld re n  because 
th ey  a lo n e  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  perso n s Yes/No

5 . A c h i ld  should grow up convinced th a t  h is  
p a re n ts  always knew w hat i s  th e  r ig h t  
th in g  to  do

Yes/No

6 . P a re n ts  should te a c h  c h i ld re n  to  have unques^’ , 
t io n a b le  lo y a l ty  to  them Yes/No

7 . R ules reg a rd in g  d i s c ip l in e  should be s t r i c t l y  
p lanned fo r  c h i ld re n  by p a re n ts Yes/No

8 . The p a re n ts  should make t h e i r  c h i ld re n  reg a rd  
them above everybody e l s e Yes/No

9 . C h ild re n  should be made to  u n d erstan d  th e  
s e rv ic e s  ren d ered  by p a re n ts  by c o n s ta n t 
ad v ices

Yes/No

10. C h ild re n  should always confirm  to  
p a r e n ta l  e x p e c ta tio n s Yes/No

11. Do you th in k  th a t  c h i ld re n  should be 
made to  f e a r  t h e i r  p a re n ts  f o r  t h e i r  
own good?

Yes/No

12. L o y a lty  to  p a re n ts  comes form ost Yes/No

13. C h ild ren  should be ta u g h t ev e ry th in g  
by th e  p a re n ts

Yes/No

14. A c h i ld  should always love  i t s  p a re n ts  
above every  one e l s e

Yes/No
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Your r e a c t io n s
S.Ho. C h ild  re a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item s as a p a ren t

(Father/Mother)

15, P a ren ts  should  em phasise t h a t  th e  c h i ld re n  
should alw ays ta k e  adv ice  from them in  
so lv ing  any  problem ; th e y  should  n o t t r y
on t h e i r  own accord Yes/No

16,  A s tu b b o rn  c h i ld  has to  have some punishm ent 
or i t  may n o t le a r n  an y th in g Ye s/No

17 , As p a re n ts  have freedom , c h i ld re n  should 
a lso  have Yes/No

18, I f  sm all c h i ld  r e fu s e  to  obey , p a re n ts  should 
whip them f o r  i t Yes/No

19, In  d e a l in g  w ith  c h i ld re n  d is c u s s io n  
cannot a  f in d  a p lace Yes/No

20. A c h ild  d e s e rv e s  to  be slapped  when i t  
ta lk s  b ack  to  i t s  p a re n ts Yes/No

21, A w ise p a re n t  w i l l  te ach  a c h ild  e a r ly  J u s t  
who i s  boss

Yes/No

22, A c h ild  should  n ever be allow ed to  keep any 
s e c re t  to  i t s e l f Yes/No

23, C h ild ren  should  be never le d  to  q u es tio n  
the p a r e n ts Yes/No

24, When a p a r e n t  a sk s  a c h i ld  to  do som ething 
the c h i ld  should always he to ld  why Yes/No

2 5 . Do you a g re e  t h a t  c h i ld re n  should be allow ed 
to d is a g re e  w ith  th e  p a re n ts  on reaso n ab le  
grounds

Yes/No

26 P a ren ts  should  g ive  freedom to  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  
* to  choose t h e i r  f r ie n d s Yes/No

27. C h ild ren  a re  a c tu a l ly  h a p p ie r  under s t r i c t  
t r a in in g

Yes/No

28. The c h i ld  should  be ta u g h t to  know th a t  
th e re  i s  no g r e a te r  wisdom th an  t h a t  o f  
i t s  p a r e n ts

Yes/No
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S.No. Child r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item s Your reac tio n s  
as a parent 
(F a t  h e r/Mo t  he r )

29 . P a re n ts  should  keep o u t o f  c h i ld r e n 's  
a c t i v i t i e s  a s  much as p o s s ib le  so t h a t  
c h ild re n  can le a r n  to  do th in g s  on 
th e i r  own Yes/No

30. A ch ild  can o n ly  become s e l f - c o n f id e n t  
i f  allow ed to  do th in g s  i t s  own way Yes/No

31. One must alw ays keep t i g h t  hold o f  a baby 
d u rin g  h i s / h e r  ba th  f o r ,  in  a c a r e le s s  
movements h e /sh e  m ight s l i p Yes/No

32. C h ild ren  should n ever le a rn  th in g s  o u t 
s id e  th e  home which make them doubt 
th e i r  p a r e n t s ' id e a s Yes/No

33. Most c h i ld re n  should have more 
d is c ip l in e  th a n  th ey  g e t Yes/No

34. When c h i ld re n  work w ith o u t th e  d i r e c t io n s  
o f p a re n ts  th e y  can do b e t t e r  on t h e i r  job Yes/Ho

35. I f  you a re  s o f t - h e a r te d  w ith  c h i ld r e n ,  
th ey  w i l l  j u s t  f in d  o u t th e y  can push 
you around Yes/No

36. A p a ren t shou ld  always defend h im s e lf
even when he i s  n o t r ig h t  in  th e  p resen ce  o f
c h ild re n Yes/Iio

37. The c h i ld r e n ’ s id e a s  should be s e r io u s ly  
co n sid ered  in  making fam ily  d e c is io n s Yes/No

38. The p a re n ts  should  make i t  t h e i r  b u s in e ss  
to  know e v e ry th in g  the  c h i ld re n  a re  th in k in g  
and doing Yes/No

39.
•

P aren ts  should  show an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n 's  g row th , but th ey  should  n o t 
dom inate Yes/No

40 . As much as re a s o n a b le , a p a re n t should t r y  
to  t r e a t  a c h i ld  as an eq u a l Yes/No

41. One d iou ld  n o t h e a r  c h i ld re n  t e l l i n g  th e i r  
t ro u b le s  s in c e  th e  c h ild re n  w i l l  always 
end in  com plain ing Yes/No
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S.No. Child r e a r in g  p r a c t ic e s  item s Your r e a c t io n s  
as a p a ren t 
(F a ther/M other

42 . P a ren ts  shbuld a n t ic ip a te  th e  m isc h ie f  
of th e  c h i ld re n  and th r e a te n  them 
before hand Yes/No

43. P aren ts  should do ev e ry th in g  a t  any c o s t 
by them selves to  avoid f r u s t r a t i o n  and 
d isappo in tm en t to  c h i ld re n Yes/No

44. P a ren ts  should r e s p e c t  th e  v is h e s  o f  t h e i r  
c h ild re n  even more than  th e  c h i ld  r e s p e c ts  
th e i r  v ish e s Yes/No

45. I t  i s  n o t f a i r  always to  expect th e  c h ild re n  
to  do a l l  th e  compromising and ad justm en t Yes/No

46. C h ild ren  should be g iven  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
express t h e i r  d i s l i k e  and f e e l in g  about 
reaso n ab len ess  re g a rd in g  fam ily  r u le s Yes/No

47. P aren ts  should always f in d  f a u l t  w ith  
c h ild re n  to  b rin g  them up in  p ro p er way Yes/No

43. I f  p a re n ts  would have fun w ith  t h e i r  
c h i ld re n , th e  c h i ld re n  would be more ap t 
to  tak e  t h e i r  adv ice Yes/No

49. P aren ts  should a lso  a d ju s t  to  the  views 
o f she c h ild re n Yes/No

cn O • P a ren ts  who a re  in te r e s te d  in  le a rn in g  
about t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  p lay  a c t i v i t i e s  
p ranks, and fun h e lp  them grow u p r ig h t Yes/No

51. P a ren ts  should g ive  com plte p ro te c t io n  to  
th e i r  c h ild re n  even from l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  l i f e Yes/No

52. A c h ild  has a r ig h t  to  h is  own p o in t o f 
view and ought to  ex p ress  i t Yes/No

53. Laughing a t  c h i ld r e n 's  jokes and t e l l i n g  
c h ild re n  jokes makes th in g s  go more 
smoothly Yes/No

54. V.nen you do th in g s  to g e th e r ,  c h i ld re n  
f e e l  c lo se  to  you and t a l k  e a s ie r Yes/No

55. P a ren ts  need to  s t r i v e  to  understand  
th e i r  c h i ld re n  b e t te r Yes/No



ANNEXURE D

SCORES OBTAINED BY THE BOYS AND THEIR PARENTS

BOYS FATHERS MOTHERS
Low

income M iddle High Low M iddle High Low M iddle High
income income income income income income income income

24 33 23 24 14 26 23 27 23

33 27 9 31 27 14 27 29 17

26« 21 17 26 19 21 24 20 21

24 30 23 33 32 30 28 28 28 1
00

36 22 29 32 31 26 24 30 32
i

2329 29 14 25 27 23 28 31

25 29 30 31 33 31 21 30 29
25 28 34 20 28 17 20 32 15

24 30 16 22 22 19 19 22 16

27 23 28 32 24 33 34 21 9

32 28 22 33 26 34 33 26 35

25 15 17 28 13 27 34 14 32

24 32 24 33 27 24 31 28 29

32 15 32 34 20 22 32 24 23

27 18 26 26 36 32 27 35 29



ANNEXURE E

SCORES OBTAINED BY THE GIRLS AND THEIR PARENTS

GIRLS (N=45) F ATh ERS ( N =45) MOTHERS (N=45)
Low M iddle High Low M iddle High Low M iddle Highincome income income income income income income Income income

(N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N =15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15)

29 24 13 26 20 15 25 18 12

32 22 23 32 14 20 31 16 20
30 26 19 29 22 31 31 20 30
25 27 23 26 20 19 24 16 18

21 26 26 27 21 29 20 22 36
16 24 30 21 21 24 21 13 25
31 23 24 29 23 23 33 24 23
31 27 14 30 34 19 33 29 19
25 19 10 30 25 29 29 26 17
31 26 26 33 20 24 33 20 21
23 23 17 31 31 30 36 26 31
37 24 24 35 21 17 35 19 26
30 20 44 31 24 23 28 24 47
31 21 20 36 23 23 32 18 23
30 13 13 29 25 15 23 21 16



ANNEXURE F

Boys (N=45) G ir ls  (N=45)

o t h e r s  ^ h e r s  „ oth ers

(t" 45) (N=45) (N=4S) _______ (N=4S>__________

L M H L M H L  M H L M H
(N=15) (11=16) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N=15) (N

15

SCORES OBTAINED BY TEE BOYS AND G IR LS ON THEIR PERCEPTION REGARDING

PARENTAL AUTHORITARINISM

24 36 34 26

33 30 15 28

30 33 21 37

28 30 32 28

23 29 30 25

24 27 29 22

21 28 30 23

13 23 28 27

13 23 26 29

32 13 25 32

32 35 30 32

37 16 24 36

27 33 24 26

35 26 26 24

26 37 19 23

33 27 29 20

29 18 33 15

32 20 34 31

31 31 25 8

29 28 25 22

26 19 20 24

29 30 33 23

28 30 33 34

32 24 26 22

29 26 33 19

30 30 25 28

15 22 34 23

31 24 40 25

22 23 31 23

36 25 36 21

17 28 16 20

22 33 15 22

18 35 26 18
22 24 20 22

27 25 22 29

27 20 21 26

30 33 32 29

17 33 29 17

30 26 24 28

26 33 19 27
21 25 28 19

20 36 19 25

38 39 25 44

25 30 19 29

18 35 31 19



ANNEXURE G

SCORES OBTAINED BY THE PARENTS IN  TERMS OF EDUCATION

Prim ary
F a th e r

34 33 25 34 26

Prim ary
Mother 16 29 24 20 34 32 27 29 24 34 29 36 28

Secondary
F a th e r 20 25 24 26 32 29 26 21 29 33 30 31 32

29 26 23 31 17 32 14 27 32 31 27 22 26

27 20 36 24 31 32 20 22 32 33 33

Secondary
Mother 36 17 21 31 26 47 18 16 20 16 22 13 24

26 26 19 13 21 25 31 31 20 21 33 35 28

36 23 17 21 23 32 23 29 15 35 29 23 29

27 22 28 30 31 32 22 26 28 24 35 23 27

28 28 21 19 34 33 31

C ollege
F a th e r 21 37 19 28 27 26 28 24 22 20 23 31 27

30 33 33

C ollege
M other 33 20 23 24 30 12 24 21 30 9

G raduate 14 30 26 19 33 27 24 22 33 13 31 15 20
F a th e r

31 19 26 23 19 29 27 30 19 23 23 15 14

21 21 20 21 23 25

G raduate
M other 16 23 19 18 20 14 32



ANNEXURE H

SCORES OBTAINED BY THE PARENTS IN  TERM OF OCCUPATION

No. o ccu p a tio n
(F a th e r)

No. o ccu p a tio n
(M other) 23 17 21 28 32 15 16 9 35 29 23 29

29 29 28 31 30 32 22 21 26 23 24 35

23 28 28 21 20 19 34 33 34 31 32 27

12 20 30 18 36 25 23 19 17 21 31 26

47 23 13 16 20 16 22 13 24 29 26 20

26 19 23 21 25 31 31 24 20 21 33 33

29 33 36 35 28 32

Wage e a rn e r  
(F a th e r) 20 32 26 24 32 29 30 29

Wage e a rn e r  
(M other) 24 24 28

A g ric u ltu re
(F a th e r) 26 31 24 31 33 32

A g ric u ltu re
(M other)

C lerk
(F a th e r) 21 26 23 31 34 27 24 22 32 14 27 19

32 31 27 28 24 26 27 36 26 25 20 33

28 33 31 29 23 21 21 23 31 21 20 27

21 29 30 33 31 35

C lerk 23 29 32 22 30 14 24
' (M other)
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P ro fe s s io n a l
(F a th e r) 29 20 31 24 17 23 23 13 25 19 33 33

13 22 34

P ro fe s s io n a l
(M other) 27 16

B usiness
f a th e r 15 19 24 19 30 20 14 22 20 34 20 25 26

36 26 14 30 17 22

B usiness
(M other)



ANNEXURE I

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

TEST OF SIGNIFICANCE

To compare th e  a t t i t u d e  tow ards a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  o f 

boys and g i r l s  and f a th e r s  and m others in  te rm s o f  d i f f e r e n t  

income le v e l s ,  e d u c a tio n a l le v e ls  and ty p es  o f  o ccu p a tio n ; 

th e  *t * t e s t  was u sed .

S tep  I :  Formula : ' t » value

xi - Xg

(n 1- l ) s 12 +(n2- l ) S 22 i  +

n i  + n2-2  n l  °2

S tep  2 : The v a lu e  o b ta in ed  fo r  a g iven  d a ta  denoted 

as t 0 . The s t a t i s t i c a l  ta b le  was r e f e r re d

fo r  ta b u la te d  t  f o r  (n-j_ + n2 -  2) d f . The 

ta b le  v a lu e  w a s -d e n o te d c a s r tn i+ n g ^ . The- ' 

l e v e l  o f is ig n if if ia n c e  may be chosen e i th e r  

f o r  5% o r  1% .

Step  3 : I f  t c i s  g r e a te r  th an  o r  eq u a l to  tn^+Hg-2

then  th e  means a re  sa id  to  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  

d i f f e r e n t  a t  th e  chosen le v e l  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e .
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The p rocedure  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  exam ple.

The mean, 3D and sample s iz e  o f  f a t h e r  were 2 5 .7 , 

5 .288  and 90. T h is  i s  taken  as f i r s t  sam ple . T h ere fo re  

= 2 5 .7  = 5 .288 and n^ = 90.

The mean, S .D . and sample s iz e  o f  m other were 2 .5 ,  

6 .4967  and 90. T h is i s  tak en  as th e  second sam ple. 

T h e re fo re  x2 = 2 5 .5 , S2 = 6.4967 and n2 = 90 .

t 25 .7  -  25.5

90 90

0.2 0.2174
0.91998

t c = 0 .2174

t 176 fo r  &  = 1*973

S ince t c ^176 5$  the  means a r e  n o t

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t
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CORRELATION COEFFICIENT ( r )

To see th e  c o r r e la t io n  between boys w ith  t h e i r  

f a th e r s  and m others and g i r l s  w ith  t h e i r  f a th e r s  and 

m others th e  c o r r e la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  t e s t  was u sed .

Form ula:

2XY -
( s : X) ( z  Y) 

n

2X * -
n

Y2- ( ^ Y y  

n

where x = One v a r ia b le  (Eg. Boys)

y = Another v a r ia b le  (Eg. F a th e rs )

jr  y = Sum o f  p ro d u c t o f  XY 

_g:x2 = o f  sq u ares o f  X.

^-y2 = Sum o f  sq u ares  o f  Y

six = Sim o f  X 

sry = Sum o f  Y

n = number o f  p a i t s


