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TRIBUTE TO
REV. AYYA AVARGAL

Dr. M. Chandramani

It is a matter of great honour to write a few lines on
Rev. Ayya Avargal who sacrificed all his pleasures for
the sake of the society. A man of great ideals and vision
served the society through his efforts pnipointed to
educating the youth through such education which help
them to stand on their own feet. Hardly we find such
dynamic leaders like Ayya Avargal.

He was a great man who believed and followed
the ideals of Mahatmaji, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
and Swami Vivekananda. He never lived for himself;
his life was for others. He served the poor because he
saw God in them. He served the youth because he
beloved the future of India will be safe in their hands.
Ayya motivated the children and youth through his
encouraging words of love and concern. He gave special
attention to girl's education, since he thought women
are capable of playing a great role in the welfare pf our
country. His emphasis was on Home Science Education
as he was of the opinion that Home Science will help
our children develop better quality life.



Ayya's was a life of dedication; he practised all the
values we talk of in his life. He gave great importance
to prayers and he believed that it is God's blessings that
helped him do all that he had done.

He was a great teacher. He exhorted to the teachers
that they must continue to learn, must be devoted and
committed, and welfare of the children in their custody
must be their priority.

Ayya's love for Tamil is well known and his
contribution towards Tamil and Tamil Culture are
boundless.

Ayya's simplicity in life is for everyone to emulate.
The room where he lived, the dress he wore, the food he
ate all are examples of his simplicity; at the same time
he was a man of high thinking.

Ayya was a perfectionist. He expected perfection
from everyone; be it children, teachers or administrators.
He was firm with his dealings. Perfect planning and
execution of work was expected from everyone. May it
be a song during prayer,or a new proposal for any
programme, let it be planning & construction of a
building, he looks into the minutest details and wanted
perfect action from the concerned.



Ayya like Jesus Christ, Prophet Mohammad, Sri
Buddha spread the messages of peace, love, truth, non-
violence, compassion, tolerance, strength of character
and forgiveness and everything that goes with the word
"Dharma".

All irrespective of their religion, community or
caste were equal in front of Ayya. There was no
difference between rich and poor for A3”a.

Ayya was a very positive man who believed that
India is a great coimtry with tremendous potentials. He
wanted each individual to work for its progress with
confidence and commitment. He wanted our children
to have great moral standards which he believed would
bring India to heights. He emphasised scientific
approach in everything we propose to do.

He was all for encouraging an education system
which would make our children "think". He wanted to
completely do away with the stereotyped ways of
educating our children using age old notes.

Ayya was a strong, fearless brave man who believed
that great work requires great and persistent efforts.
Troubles may come to hinder the task,, however if we
take them as challenges and face them, we are sure to
succeed.



The watchword of well being is 'Thou' not'T. Not
a bit of this feeling of T was in Ayya Avargal.

Ayya possessed tremendous integrity and sincerity
and that might have been behind the success of Ayya
Avargal.'s life. He had the vision and purpose of life
and let Ayya Avargal's life be a continuous inspiration

for our youth.
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AYYA WHOM | HAVE KNOWN

Dr. P. Parvathi Easwaran

Ayya, to me is a personification of unconditional love,
laudable ideals, commitment, dedication to service,
faith, optimism, courage, perseverance, endurance,
discipline and humility.

From the very first day of my entering the holy
'‘Saradalaya' campus since over four decades, | have felt
and experienced Ayya's unconditional love in whatever
he said and did. His love was universal and was beyond
any boundaries. He was a living example of what he
conceived as love, .Neotq ffreotu”j D& “near
Qftrreooti-". siilecieu GIELBUTEjHENTU|Lb
aili_ .~ ell("YTair

Our Ayya had an enchanting way of placing
before the younger generation, the faculty members and
students including school children his laudable ideals
of patriotism, community service and women's
education and development. Invariably in every
meeting, Ayya used to say that our educational
institutions and research centres should be so developed
and well equipped that students from all countries of



the world should come and study in our country. To
students and faculty members, his constant utterances
were "Noble laurets are amongst you and every year
we should bag the much coveted laural:'The conviction
faith and optimism, which he personified motivated the
listeners work towards excellence in academics and
research. Service to the downtrodden was Ayya's breath.
He made it clear to the students enrolled in Saradalaya
that what is gained in class room learning and research
findings should percolate to the benefits of the
community. He was confident when the younger
generation serve with committment and dedication, the
goal of building great India will be a reality. He
beckened the young students to contribute our spiritual
treasures love and selfless service. Ayya Avl appealed
to all, "work, work ("iu[rn”™ a-emipun) with faith and
courage till your goal is reached".

Ayya stood an example Thamas Jefterson's
statement, "Nothing can stop the man with the right
attitude from achieving his goal". There is nothing to
fear was “nrja,iDfB”rjib of our Ayya Avl. According to
him where the mind is without fear, the head is held
high. Whthregard to optimism, Ayya reminds me of what
Iread in abook, "Optimism is a cheerful frame of mind



that enables a tea kettle to sing though it is in hot water
up to its nose".

Through perseverence Ayya said, "when faced
with a challenge, look for a way, not a way out" .
‘ssaAAicgj 6ffftexn(luey’ and ~0155 QEiif
were the verses repeated in Ayya's speeches. His spirit
of humour and child like laughter were magnetic. He
said "sBmNALY(TDusoib, jsibdlagjr)*, «/greiirellifiL"gjLb

eleMahD, 6KSdii«ib, .| arorLeUsAfli (ipib,
ua>", Murra (Sssireij a soo THiffH, ffCarrNijgjeuth’
@BmMBU*(S6IT &k ID o MjssinMaisrfle  @6uilaH 4y LD
A0 M (S6UsEC Lh

As John Ruskin pointed out,

"The highest rewardfor a man'’s toil is not what he
getsfor it, but what he becomes by it".

Our Ayya proved it by becoming part of everyone
in Saradalaya Campus. Let us work hard towards
achieving these laudable ideals and build a glorious
India.
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A TRIBUTE TO A GUIDING STAR
AYYA AVARGAL

Dr. Sarojini Gopalakrishnan

In this sojoum thro' life

We traverse our path with strife
Towards the ultimate destination
With our way so uncertain

Yet we go on looking at the guiding stars
Yes, there are celestial stars

And there are divine ones

Some light up a distant land
Somefall on yonder sands

There are afew rare stars

Those are that on earth

God sends these precious gems

To light paths and give vision
Father we thank theefor the light
Thou sent to earth togive us sight
The light still bums

llluminating countless men on earth
We continue dear Ayyafollowing
Yourfootprints on the sands of time
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MY PONDERINGS ON AYYA
AVARGAL AND HIS LOYALS

Tmt. Janet Vijaya Light

A GOOD EXAMPLE IS THE BEST SERMON

| am a late entry to the portals of Saradalaya. When the
opportunity came to serve this unique institution solely
for Women, | am moved it is founded by a selfless man,
a Guru, who has set standards of living in the campus
and has loyal followers. | have always longed to work
for the upliftment of educated women in a male
dominated Indian society. But often discouraged and
dismayed from the response of fellow women, | wonder
what amount of humility, kindness, and love this great
person Ayya Avargal should have had to build and
nurture a great institution for women.

One loyal friend is worth ten thousand relatives and
Ayya Avargal has found Amma a loyal person to hold
on his ideals and the key of his succession.

Unless | had the spirit of prayer, | could do nothing -
Charles G. Finney. In the present world where people are
valued in terms of their riches and possessions, itis heart



warming to find values of spiritualism in the campus.
The day of activities start with prayers and end with
prayers. Isitnotablessed place! Where did people frame
such spiritual ideals? Is it not realization in the founder's
life and the life of his followers!

Men and women who got or go to the top were those
who did the jobs they had in hand, with everything they had
ofenergy and enthusiasm and hard work. - Henry S. Truman.
The sincerity, dedication, truthfulness and hard work
that | observe in the followers of Ayya, who run the day
to day activities of this University, has made me realize,
Avinashilingam University is a place of vision for
dreamers, who wish to do great things for the humanity
and the womenfolk.

The best teachers ofhumanity are the lives ofgreat men
- Charles H. Fowler. Once | was very depressed by the
daily hard work and walking through the campus, | sat
in the auditorium to listen to what Amma was speaking
to the students, after her return from US with the
Honorary Doctoral degree -an added jewel to her crown.
She spoke in simple words of the people who have
molded her life. Her eyes filled with tears of gratitude
as she spoke of her role models and how they



encouraged her to work hard saying "Nobody dies of
hard work". It brought tears to my eyes and a great
enlightment. Even after many days, when physical
sickness hits me, | am encouraged by those words. |
consider ita great opportunity to serve in this University
founded with great ideals of Ayya Avargal and his

loyals.
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