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mid = complaints
from scientists on
sub-standard

equipment affecting their
research, the Finance Mi-
nistry has rolled back res-
trictions imposed on how
scientific labs procured
equipment, through a cir-
cular issued on June 5.
The first significant
change was allowing affi-
liated scientific institutions
to bypass the Government
e-marketplace (GEM), a
Commerce Ministry initia-
tive meant to prioritise
made-in-India equipment.
Existing norms require all
government purchases —
from laptops to furniture —
to be made with the cheap-
est vendor identified
through the GEM portal.
As The Hindu had pre-
viously reported, this was
often a stumbling block for
scientists who re_qmred
customised equipment
conforming to high quality
standards to replicate €x-
periments. The vendors of
the GEM, scientists had
told The Hindu, WeTe often
unable to meet guch stan-
dards. For procurgment
outside the GEM universe,
scientists had to first esta-
blish that the necessary
wares were unavailable on

the site. This often lled to
delays and compronise on
research goals.
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The circular has also
doubled the ceiling on
goods that can be procured
by scientific departments
without quotations from 1
lakh to ¥2 lakh. For a pur-
chase committee, the ceil-
ing was raised from 10

1akh to 25 lakh and for ten-

der enquiries, the upper li-
mit ‘was increased from
750 lakh to %1 crore. These
limits were revised in July
2024 too and easing them
reflects inflation while al-
lowing scientific institu-
tions greater control in
choosing vendors.
However, all of these
concessions are strictly for
scientific equipment and
consumables and meant
only for organisations affi-
liated to the Ministry of
Science and Technology,
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, De-
partment of Atomic Ener-
gy and Space, Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research,
Indian Council for Agricul-
tural Research and educa-
tional institutions conduct-
ing postgraduate research

_ under various Ministries.

Science Minister Jiten-
dra Singh said that this was
a “landmark” step. “This
will reduce delays, also en-
hance autonomy and flexi-
bility for research institu-
tions - empowering them
to innovate faster.” He cre-
dited Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi for the “trans-
formative reform”.




