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Anna university to hike fees after 17 jears

R. SUJATHA

: CHENNA\I,’.,W

: From the next academic
year, students aspiring to
study in any of Anna Univer-
sity’s four campuses and its
constituent colleges will
have to pay higher fees,
which ‘is expected to be
around 20% more.

The decision to hike the
fee was placed before the
Syndicate and the financial
comimittee. - : e

Both approved the hike
and the proposal has been
i forwarded to the govern-
' ~ment, said Vice Chancellor
M. K. Surappa.

Justifying the hike, Mr. Su-
rappa said the university
had not reviewed its fee for
almost 20 years, but com:
plied with the recommenda-
tions of two pay commis-
sions. The university had
not got much from the go-
vernment by way of grants,
he noted.

“We have to account for
inflation, the rise in the cost

of equipment and increased

number of faculty members. -
entin-

Even Central gove
stitutions increase the fee
periodically to improve in-
frastructure. We are only in-
creasing nominally,” Mr. Su-
rappa said.

The university’s teachers
association is supportive of

the move to increase fees.
The association members '

said that while the govern-

- ment had taken over arts
, anﬁ’scignﬁg colleges, it had

not done the same with con-
stituent engineering colleg-
es. Anna University has un-
der its purview 16
constituent colleges.

“The university has the
pOower to review its fee struc-
ture. The last time the fee
was hiked was in 2002. We
have been following the

same fee till date,” said a se-

nior faculty.

‘The university teachers r
say the government’s focus '

must be on acting on com-
plaints of corruption against
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 varsity officials.

A three-member commit-
tee headed by a prosessor
each from the Centre for Cli-
mate Change and Adapta-
tion Research, Computer
Science and Engineering
and Civil Engineering de-
partment had found ‘prima
facie’ evidence that two offi-
cials, including a former di-
rector of international affairs
and a former additional con-
troller of examination, had.
misused their office.

‘The charge was that the
officials had collected exor- ;
bitant sums of money from
NRI and foreign students for
revaluation of their answer
papers. The government :
should press for  action
against the officials since the
committee had submitted its '
report to the Vice Chancel- :
lor, said the association
members.



