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" I t  i s  true that in  Hindushatras emphasis was given 

on the b ir th  o f  sons and i t  was regarded that there i s  more 

strength  with many sons. I do not d iscrim in ate  between a 

son and daughter. Both are equally worthy t o  be welcomed 

and woman i s  the companion o f  man g i f t e d  w ith equal mental 

c a p a c it ie s .  She has the r lg h t - t o  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the minu­

te s t  d e ta ils  o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  man and she has the same 

r ig h t  o f  freedom and l ib e r ty  as he"

-  Mahatma Gandhi

"Freedom depends on ejconomlc con d ition s  even more than 

p o l i t i c a l  and i f  woman i s  not econom ically fr e e  and s e l f  

earning she w i l l  have t o  depend on her husband or someone 

e ls e  and dependents are never fr e e "  -  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

The de/nographic p ictu re  o f  India shows that there 

are 331 m illio n  women in  India today, and about 45 per cent 

o f  them are g i r l s  below 15 y ea rs . Around 250 m illio n  women 

l iv e  in  v i l la g e s .  In In d ia , the number o f  males m arginally 

exceeds fem ales with a sex r a t io  o f  933 fem ales fo r  1000 m ales. 

Roughly 25 per cent o f  them are l i t e r a t e  and the form al 

fem ale work p a r t ic ip a t io n  i s  assumed at 14 per cent -  

Department o f  Women W elfare (19 85 ).
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UNICEF (1985) rep ort showed a vast d iffe re n ce  

between male and female l it e r a c y  le v e ls  In  the age group o f  

15+, as the fem ale I l l i t e r a c y  ra te  i s  7 i . i  per cent and that 

o f  males i s  4 2 .8  per cen t.

The genera l a ttitu d e  a l l  over the country i s  that the 

parents always pray fo r  a son. The b ir th  o f  a boy i s  

g reeted  with e la t io n  and p r id e , but when a g i r l s  i s  born 

th ere  i s  seldom Joy and a kind o f glocai p re v a ils  and the 

s itu a tio n  may be worse in  the v i l la g e s  (Mathur, 1984).

Dhar (1975) observes th a t , there i s  a considerable  

ambiguity and ambivalance w ith general understanding o f  sex 

eq u a lity  in  our country. Rajeha and Saraswathi (1980) 

wonder over the f  act that women out do men in  g iv ing  vent 

t o  th e ir  depression  when a g i r l s  i s  born. She i s  greeted  

n ot with sm iles but w ith a scow l, when she enters th is  w orld . 

Some tim es she i s  considered  a burden an her p a ren t 's  

shoulders and a fam ily  which has a l l  daughters and no sons 

r e ce iv e s  more sympathy from s o c ie ty . Some times a man w i l l  

marry fo r  the second, and th ird  times in  the hope o f  

fa th erin g  a son. This i s  a general p ictu re  o f  status o f  

a daughter in  our s o c ie ty .

A woman without a c h i ld ,  p a r t icu la r ly  a male c h ild  

was not only subjected  t o  red icu le  but in v ite d  p re ju d ices  

and i l l - w i l l  o f  a fam ily  members. A married woman's status 

becomes high in  her husband's household only a fte r  the b ir th  

a son and couples w ith more number o f  sons were admired.
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Ngjrak (1982) op ines that in  a l l  the conm unlties the 

upbringing o f  the g i r l  I s  not a lik e . I t  d i f f e r s  e c o lo g ic a l ly  

and s o c ia l ly ,  but she i s  always at a disadvantage compared 

t o  the boy. None o f the r e l ig io n s  In p ra c t ice  have accorded 

women a p lace  equal to  or superior t o  that o f  a man though 

In  theory other claim s may be made.

J osh i and Josh i ( l 9 8 l )  express that though Hindu 

women in  recen t years have ra ised  th e ir  le g a l  sta tu s , th e ir  

Muslim s is t e r s  lag behind mainly because o f  lack  o f 

en lightened  p u b lic  op in ion  among H islim s, asking fo r  an 

improvement in  th e ir  s ta tu s . They are s t i l l  ru led  toy the law 

la id  down in  the Khoran.

Our la te  Prime M in ister Smt. In d ira  Gandhi explained 

that women are not weak by them selves, but they are handicapped 

from the b ir th , ly  customs and s o c ia l  a t t itu d e . Biey have 

no chance o f  developing th e ir  inner strength  and there need 

t o  be an eq u a lity  o f  op p ortu n ities  fo r  women in  programmes 

o f  h ea lth , education , employment as w e ll  as other areas 

(Reddy, 1984). ■

Bhandari, 1986 quotes the study done by Uek on 

" f t r o f i le  o f  the Child in  Ind ia” which revea led  that the h igh est 

p r io r i t y  must be given t o  the female c h ild  in  ru ra l areas.

He a lso  poin ted  cut that the higher m orta lity  rate  o f  fem ale 

ch ild ren  and the p e rs is te n t  trend toward the d ec lin in g  sex 

r a t io  i s  a sad r e f le x  in  Indian so c ie ty  and economy.
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Scrimshaw (1978) a lso  brings fo r th  an important fa c to r  

th at there i s  prevalence o f  fem ale in fa n t ic id e  which i s  as 

o ld  as human h is to ry  i t s e l f .  Krishnaswamy (1984) conducted 

an exp lora tory  study o f  female in fa n t ic id e  in  Tamilnadu.

The age o ld  custom o f sex s e le c t io n  o f  ch ild re n , found among 

'K a lla rs*  o f  Madurai d i s t r i c t  was analysed t o  fin d  out 

the p o ss ib le  reasons f o r  i t ' s  continued ex istan ce  s t i l l  

today* The p o ss ib le  reasons fo r  th is  p ra c t ic e  are s o c io ­

econom ic, r e l ig io u s  and cu ltu ra l h a b its  o f  K allars. The vasis 

in  which the members o f  t h is  community accom plish th is  task  

o f  k i l l in g  In fa n t daughters as narrated by a l o c a l  d a l, 

were ranging from stepping on the th roat o f  In fant t o  the 

feed in g  o f  a poisonous w ild  p lant-m ilk  w ith l i t t l e  sugar.

And these executions are u su a lly  done by the fa th er or the 

mother~of the in fa n t .

Gupta (1986) exp la in s the s t i l l  continuing female 

in fa n tc id e  in  more modern and in d ire c t  ways. "Am niacentesis" 

the technique that enables to  d etect the sex o f  the fo e tu s , 

makes a fem ale fe tu s  deemed even before  i t  i s  born. The 

re p o rt  o f  the study that was ca rr ied  out in  Bombay c it y  

showed that out o f  e igh t thousand abortion s ca rried  out 

a ft e r  th e ‘ am ciiacentesis" 7 ,996  wrere fem ale foetuses and it^was 

0 Hoe coincidence to  support in  any other way.
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Kala (1975) expla ined that the in d iv lou s  d iscr im in ation  

p e rs is te d  down the ages and ve heard o f  couples b ev a illn g  

"what e ls e  i s  there in  s to re  f o r  lu ck less  people except 

t o  have daughters." Yet there are r it u a ls  where g i r l  i s  

worshipped as a symbol o f  in n ocen ce , purity  and grace and 

i t  shows the com plexity o f  Indian mind.

Mathur (1984) form h is  study conducted in  Delhi 

r e v e a ls  that preference  fo r  boys or g ir ls  i s  th ere fore  deep 

ro o te d  in  the psyche o f  the people and ingrained  in  th e ir  

s o c ia l ,  cu ltu ra l and economic th inking through cen tu r ies .

Slnha (1984) observes that the son i s  fon d led  by 

mother and her surrogates r ig h t  from b ir th , regarding him 

as an a s se t , promoting in  him the development o f  b a s ic  

t r u s t ,  dependency, sense o f  se cu r ity  which g ives  him 

p o s it iv e  s e l f  image and a conception  o f  world as good.

Whereas in  the case o f  daughter, m ostly i t  i s  ju s t  reverse 

and they are brought up in  an environment that tend to  develop 

in  her envy, je a lo u s jy ,  negative se lf-im age and conception  

o f  the world as being b a s ica lly  u n fa ir .

B iso i (1987) g ives  an i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  a harassed 

g i r l ,  Sangand.tra , daughter o f  a government employee, and 

who was almost given  punishment everyday in  the form o f  

p h y s ica l harassment and s ta rv in g . The only reason given 

by her mother f o r  such illtre a tm e n t was "Daughters are 

l i a b i l i t i e s  and one has to  o f f e r  large amount o f  money 

t o  get a daughter m arried ."

5
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But Shandogi (1986) In  con tra st to  B is o l 's  

I l lu s t r a t io n ,  s ta te s  that there are map/ mothers who have 

an ocean o f  lov e  in  th e ir  h earts f o r  daughters, y e t  do not 

express openly and keep daughters on constant fe a r  and 

d is c ip l in e ,  f o r  fe a r  o f  s p o ilin g  them.

Gupta (1986) opines that the female c h ild  in  an 

average middle c la s s  fam ily ce r ta in ly  seem to  be b e tte r  o f f .  

She gets  s im ila r  fo o d , sch oo l f a c i l i t i e s  and oth er f a c i l i t i e s  

as her b roth er . But a c lo s e  look  shows her p o s it io n  to  be 

fa r  from en v ia b le . She i s  considered  as a b igger  l i a b i l i t y  

and u n lik e her brother she does not supplement, the fam ily 

incom e. She i s  given education  but i t  i s  only to  Improve 

the prospects o f  g e ttin g  a good husband, and a lso  the 

g i r l  c h i ld  i s  encouraged to  tr e a t  her parents house as a 

temporary res id en ce .

M aitra (1987) says that the guiding p r in c ip le  in  

brin g in g  up a g i r l  i s  to  gear them to  be subservient w ives, 

good housekeepers and lov in g  m others. Every mother seeks 

to  i n s t i l l  in  her daughter, dom estic and fam ily  s k i l l s ,  

knowing no other way to  ensure her fu tu re  happiness.

Varma and Ghandlally (1985) found from th e ir  study 

on "th e  Impact o f  the m other's a tt itu d e  in  im parting 

Independence and m astery," that the mothers w ith modern 

a t t itu d e s  s o c ia l iz e  th e ir  daughters f o r  work and achievement 

in  a d d ition  to  m otherjaood.
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The above fin d in g  confirm s the view poin t o f  

Mehta (1970) who found that the western educated Hindu mothers 

wanted th e ir  daughters to  view themselves as in d iv id u a ls , 

but at the sametime expected them to  be modest) reserved 

and not to  appear dominant.

C1979J
But Gandortra and Pandeyxregard that in  the over a l l  

p a ttern  there i s  on ly a p a r t ia l  change in  the tr a d it io n a l  

norms which a lso  resulted : in  some changes in  the values 

attach ed  to  the ch ild re n . The change i s  p a r t ia l  because 

even today, in  the urban areas where new norms and values 

o f  s o c ie ty  o r ig in a te , there appears to  be a strong b ia s  f o r  

male c h ild .

M ikharjee (1983) opines th at from the time the male 

h e ir  became e s s e n t ia l  f o r  the in h erita n ce  and continuance 

o f  the lin ea g e , women served as a means through which 

these were to  be ach ieved.

C h ltn ls  (1983) brings fo r th  the fin d in g  o f  the 

N ational Committee on the status o f  women presented a report 

in  1975 and underlined  the ed u cation a l backwardness o f  g i r l s  

as the most ser iou s  sh ortcom in g  to  development in  the 

country and the committee recommended the launching e f  cv 

system atic  campaign to  a lte r  both  s o c ie t a l  and in d iv id u a l 

notions regarding women's r o le  in  s o c ie ty  and acceptance o f  

e q u a lity  o f  the sexes.



8

Thus frakasam (1986) poin ts out that the Indian 

so c ie ty  had developed a h y p o c r it ic a l  a ttitu d e  toward women 

by worshipping them in  p u b lic  and showering in s u lts  and 

doing in ju s t i c e  to  them anywwhere and everyw here p o s s ib le . 

This mental make up o f  common man, which n a tu ra lly  becomes 

the s o c ia l  o u t-lo o k  had always a f fe c te d  the female ch ild re n .

Mazundar (1981) f e e l s  th a t , Indian reform ers have 

long back accepted that women's p o s it io n  was an e x ce lle n t  

in d ica to r  o f  s o c ie t y 's  advancement. Since 19th century the 

b a sic  message o f  the reform  movement has been that "Women 

must not be i l l - t r e a t e d  and must be given  d ign ity  and 

sta tu s because they are custodians., o f  the fa m ily ."

So the researcher a fte r  going through the lite ra tu re  

on d iscr im in a tion  against fem ale ch ild ren  and how i t  has 

taken deep ro o t  in  t o  the gen era l a ttitu d e  o f  parents, 

f e l t  a strong need fo r  conducting a comprehensive study 

w ith the fo llo w in g  o b je c t iv e s .

1 . To f in d  out the gen era l a ttitu d e  o f  parents toward 

fem ale ch ild ren  and to  f in d  whether there i s  any d iffe re n ce  

between the parents o f  three major r e l ig io n s  -  Hindus, 

Muslims and C h ristia n s, in  th is  concept.



2. To find out the areas of discrimination and the 

reasons for discrimination against g irls .

3 . To find out that whether there is  any real change 

in parental attitude, toward female child and the 

factors that are influencing parents in general.



^Retoiefu o f ^literature



REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The l it e r a tu r e  o f  th is  study on "a tt itu d e  o f  parents 

towards female ch iId " i s  reviewed under the fo llo w in g  

sub-headings*

A. Meaning and d e f in it io n  o f  a ttitu d e

B. Status o f  women in  the past and present

C* Areas o f  d iscr im in ation  showed by parents towards 

fem ale c h ild

0 . Reasons f o r  d i f f e r e n t ia l  treatment o f  fem ale 

c h i ld  by parents.

E. F actors In flu en cin g  the changing a tt itu d e s  o f  

parents about fem ale ch ild*

A. .'MEANING AND DEFINITION OF ATTITUDE

A ttitu de  i s  a d is p o s it io n  that makes a person ca teg or ize  

o b je c t s }  people o r  issu es  along an evalu ative  dimension 

(P r ic e ,  1982). According to  Marx ( l  976) a tt itu d e  i s  a set 

o f  b e l i e f s  and value systems about c la sse s  o f  p eop le , th ings 

o r  events that i s  in fe r re d  from an in d iv id u a l 's  spoken and 

o th er  behaviour* And accord ing to  Kagan and Havemann (1980) 

a tt itu d e  i s  an organized and enduring set o f  b e l i e f s  and 

fe e l in g s  pred isposin g  us to  behave in  a ce rta in  way*

Mcconnel (1977) d efin ed  a ttitu d e  as "a  c h a r a c te r is t ic  and 

u su a lly  long la s t in g  way o f  th in k in g , fe e l in g  and behaving 

toward an o b je c t ,  person, id ea  or  a group o f  p erson s".
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A con s is ten t th inking about, fe e l in g  toward or 

responding t o  some environm ental stim ulus i s  an a ttitu d e  

and i t  i s  made up o f c o g n it iv e , em otional and behavioural 

components. Kagan and Havemann (1980) say that the em otional 

component o f  an a ttitu d e  or fe e l in g  d istin gu ish es  an 

a tt itu d e  from a mere b e l i e f .

P sych olog ists  b e lie v e  that the more that one knows 

about a person a th ing or id e a , the more sta b le  o n e 's  

a ttitu d e  w i l l  u su a lly  be. But because a l l  a ttitu d es  are 

learned they may undergo changes w ith new inform ation  

or experiences which an in d iv id u a l may acquire or undergo.

Thus in  terms o f  lea rn in g , a ttitu d es  may be sa id  as "the 

learned tendencies o f  an in d iv id u a l t o  re a c t  t o  th ings" 

(^horpade, 1980).

A ttitu d es  can be formed in  any number o f  d if fe r e n t  

ways -  through s o c ia l  comparison p rocess , through in form a tion a l 

and s o c ia l  In flu en ce  o f  a l l  the groups o f  which we are 

members, can have upon u s , and through s e l f  perception  

p ro ce sse s .

Ghorpade (1980) says that obv iou sly  an in d iv id u a l 

c a r r ie s  w ith  him an array o f  a ttitu d e s  which he learns with 

ex p erien ce , some o f  which may be favourable  or unfavourable 

and strong or weak. The b est way t o  understand a p erson 's



a tt itu d e s  and b e l ie f s  i s  through h is  op in ion s , because 

op in ion  i s  mean v erb a lized  statement o f  one*s a ttitu d es  

or b e l i e f s .

Forehand, Hornes, Sorensah and Malm (1977) b e lie v e  

that there are three main fa c to r s  that shape the a tt itu d e s  

regarding the appropriate r o le s  and behaviour o f  fem ales 

and males in  so c ie ty  -  parents, peer group and cu ltu ra l 

fa c to r s  in  everyday environment w i l l  stron g ly  shape male 

and fem ale a tt itu d e s . Thus a ttitu d es  are very o ften  a 

matter o f  going along with the group.

B. STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE PAST AND PRESENT

The term status s ig n i f ie s  the sum t o t a l  of variou s 

c u ltu r a lly  ascribed  r o le s ,  one has to  play and the r ig h ts  

and d u ties  inherent in  s o c ia l  p o s it io n  (Vohra 1986).

Rao (1986) exp la in s that the p r in c ip a l gender eq u a lity  

has been accepted  in  Ind ia  more than h a lf  a century ago 

through the fundamental r ig h t  re so lu tio n  o f  Indian N ational 

Congress in  1931 and b u i lt  in to  the co n s t itu t io n  o f  In d ia .

Women in  India  have always enjoyed a high status 

view s Rohatgi (19 84 ). She fu rth er p o in ts  out that our s o c ia l  

and c u ltu ra l  structure was always dominated by men in  the 

t r a d it io n a l  j o in t  fam ily  system, but women were equally  

given  important place in  d ec is ion  making and sharing
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r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  the fam ily  as w e ll  as s o c ie ty . But with 

the passage o f  time women's p o s it io n  became weak and they 

were tre a te d  in fe r io r  to  men.

There i s  ample evidence that in  ancient Ind ia , 

a dau ghter's  b ir th  was as welcome as that o f  a son.

A maldan was in it ia t e d  in to  v ed lc  stu d ios as that o f  a 

young man. Even in  Yajurveda lite ra tu re  there i s  a r i t u a l ,  

in  which a man prays fo r  the b ir th  o f a daughter, who should 

be a learned woman. Woman as the mother o f  a male ch ild  

was termed "Srimata" and at the same time the daughter was 

endeared and caressed and her b ir th  was not deprecated.

She was h e ld  t o  be very l i f e  o f  a fam ily  (K ala, 1975).

C 7 . ’J-..
In  the past "manu" in  h is  'Sm riti*  had given an 

in f e r io r  sta tu s to  the women. They were considered  as a burden. 

According to  Hindu law in  p a st, n o .p ortion  o f  parental 

property was allow ed to  be shared by fem ale ch ild re n .

Therefore as a part o f  compensation g i f t s  and presents were 

given  t o  the daughter at the time o f  marriage (Marwah, 1982).

Sheela ( l 9 8 l )  says that th e o r e t ic a lly  Jiuslim women 

were assigned  t o  high sta tu s but in  p ra c t ice  i t  cou ld  not 

have been p oss ib le  and what were assigned t o  a high status 

o f  women in  other so c ie ty  held  good f o r  the muslims 

s o c ie ty  a ls o .



According to  the rep ort on status o f  women in  Ind ia  (19 75 ), 

the prophets w ithin the Hindus fo ld ,re g a rd e d  woman prim arily  

as mothers and wives and eventhough they are equal with 

men s t i l l  they are in fe r io r  t o  men in  s o c ie ty . The same 

re p o rt  says that among the ttislim s the 'Khoran* regards 

men and women as equal but though equal in  r e l ig io u s  books, 

a woman cannot be a p r ie s t  or lead the prayers. And a lso  

m arriage con tra ct g iv es  unequal r ig h ts  t o  men*women perm itting 

polygny and u n ila te r a l  r ig h ts  o f  d ivorce  to  the husband.

In the middle ages, the g i r l  was s t i l l  to  some extent 

considered  in fe r io r  to  the bey* She had no r ig h t on the 

parents property in  the Hindu so c ie ty  t i l l  r e ce n t ly , and 

was not allow ed t o  p a r tic ip a te  in  the economic a c t iv i t ie s  

o f  the fa m ily . In the p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d  she was not allow ed 

t o  become a f o r c e .  Though during the freedom stru ggle  

a number o f  women came to  the fro n t  and a c t iv e ly  p a rtic ip a ted  

in  the movement, i f  d id  not make any s ig n if ic a n t  changes 

in  the con d ition  o f women and a ttitu d es  toward the Indian 

women in  genera l (R ohatgl, 1984).

Bhatla (1985) g ives  sin account o f  educational 

status o f  women in  India  from ved ic  period  through the 

m iddle ages. He says In  v ed ic  period  education  o f  a woman 

was very much pra ised  and a g i r l  was not allow ed to  marry 

u n less  she completed her student l i f e .  There were in stan ce

IS
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o f  lady sch olars  who had p a rtic ip a te d  in  r e l ig io u s  d iscu ss ion s  

and composed v e rse s . In the same way during Budhist p eriod  

a lso  women*s education  was encouraged and valued. This was 

fo llo w e d  toy the period  o f  "R eviva l o f  Hindu Dharma" 

toy Sankaracharya, where the women*s education  rece iv ed  a 

major set back.

During Hislim s p e r io d , the education  o f women almost 

came t o  s t a n d s t i l l  because o f  FUrdah system and ch ild  

m arriages. During B r it is h  p eriod , East India Company did  

not show any in te re s t  toward education o f  women, except 

sca ttered  e f f o r t s  o f m ission a ries . Bhatia (1985) says 

that onJy a fte r  independence our leaders re a liz e d  that 

the development o f  our country depends on the education o f  

women.

Seth (1985) f e e ls  that the d if fe r e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  economic u p liftm en t o f  fem ales at present are a p p recia tin g . 

He fu rth er  rep orts  that s in ce  Independence trend o f  

l i t e r a c y  among women cou ld  re v e a l that fem ale education 

was on the way t o  the gradual p rogress. The o v e r a ll  growth 

ra te  was 43.83 percent. Jhrther i t  i s  n o ticea b le  that at the 

time o f  independence the ra te  o f  l it e r a c y  among woman was 

le s s  than one th ird  to  that o f  men (in  1941 male l it e r a c y  

ra te  i s  24 .90 percent and that o f  fem ales i s  7 .3  p e rce n t); 

but at present according t o  1981 Census, that has in creased  

a l i t t l e  more than h a lf  to  that o f  manj^literacy ra te  o f  women 

i s  24 .88 percent and that rcff m«£le i s  4 6 .7  p ercen t). So in  the
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f i e l d  o f  education  th is  ra te  o f  Increase h in ts  a p o s it iv e  

progress in  fem ale education .

Dash (1987) opines that throughout h is to r y , woman 

was the cen tre  o f  s o c ia l  stru cture  and her status was 

in v a ria b ly  the measuring rod o f  s o c ia l  standard. Iuthra (1975) 

a ls o  says that to  understand the p o s it io n  o f  a women 

in  s o c ia l  se t up , i t  may a lso  be necessary t o  understand 

the r o le  played by them in  so c ie ty  as a daughter, w ife  

and mother.

Devendra (1986) observes that p aradox ica lly  in  Ind ia  

where d if fe r e n t  ra ce s , r e l ig io n s  and le g a l  systems form 

a r ic h  blend o f the s o c io - le g a l  fa b r ic  o f  the country, 

there i s  y e t  no common c i v i l  code dealing w ith m arriage, 

d iv o r ce , guardianship and in h erita n ce .

Rao (1986) f e e ls  that a heartening development o f  

la s t  fo r t y  years o f  our democracy i s  the growth o f  organized 

a r t ic u la t io n  o f  women's problems by s o c ia l  organ ization s 

and the support that they have been able to  e n l is t  from 

p ress and some other se c t io n s  o f  the Media. There has been 

ra p id  growth in  women's o rga n isa tion s , p ro testin g  against 

the in s t it u t io n s  o f  dowry, d iscrim in ation  in  employment 

and economic sta tu s .
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Regarding the age at marriage Baisantry (1982) 

g iv es  an account o f  b i l l s  which Increased  the age o f  

consent o f  marriage f o r  Hindu g ir ls *  The minimum age o f  

m arriage has been ra ised  to  18 years f o r  g i r l s  aid 21 

y ea rs  to  that o f  boys.

He a lso  says that in  the c la s s ic a l  m usllm 's law 

the g i r l L * i s  in  a b e tte r  p o s it io n  as i t  not only provides 

f o r  post-puberty  marriage at 15 fo r  g i r l s ,  i t  a lso  g ives  

r ig h t  t o  a g i r l  to  break n u p tia l on a tta in in g  puberty i f  

she was m arried before  th a t . In the Native C hristian  

Act 1872, i t  was c le a r ly  provided that fo r  a C hristian  

marriage t o  be v a lid  the age o f  bride must be 13 years 

and that o f  boy 16 y ea rs .

Subbamma (1985) mentions that the p rov is ion  o f 

p erson a l laws regarding d iv orce  are Inadequate and very 

d e fe c t iv e .  And with re sp e ct  to  the procedure a lso  the 

law d i f f e r s  w idely whereas a Hindu can get d iss o lu tio n  o f  

marriage by p e te t io n , the muslim wean an has to  f i l e  a su it  

and a C hristian  marriage can be d isso lv ed  only tyr s p e c ia l 

bench o f  three judges o f  the High court o f  the s ta te .

As per the Inheritance laws, the Hindu widow and 

daughter are e n t it le d  to  share equally  w ith the sons in  

property  l e f t  by Hindu m ale. And in  muslims the w ife  i s
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e n t it le d  to  a p a rticu la r  share say 1 /8  or 1 /4  depending 

on circum stances, and sons and daughters share res ld u a r les  

w ith  the con d ition  that a son gets double the share o f  

the daughter* For C h ristians these lavs change from 

s ta te  to  s ta te  in  our country.

Marwah (1982) p o in ts  out that variou s succession  

A cts have ra ised  the status o f  women in  m atters o f  

in h erita n ce  but tr a d it io n  d ies  hard and t r a d it io n a l  

a tt itu d e s  have not allow ed such lavs t o  be e f f e c t iv e .

Nair (1986) c o r r e c t ly  regards that the laws by them selves . . .  

cannot bring about a change without adequate awareness 

and genuine support from the members o f  both the lay 

p u b lic  and the en lightened c it iz e n s .

Varadappan (1975) c r i t i c i z e s  the present s itu a tio n  

o f  women by saying that lav  g ives equal op p ortu n ities  

but they are grabbed by t r a d it io n , a t t itu d e s , customs 

and b e l i e f s .  He a lso  re v e a ls  that the ro o ts  fo r  such 

b e l i e f s  and customs l i e  in  the stark  r e a l i t i e s  o f  need, 

poverty» tr a d it io n  and su p e rs t it io n s  but th e ir  resu la tan t 

p r iv a t io n s  are to o  p a in fu l f o r  women.

Gangrade (1986) regards that today in  the en tire  

w orld  the g i r l s  are nowhere behind boys. They have not 

•only become competent in  e v e ry fie ld  but are making 

progress in  education , p o l i t i c s ,  adm in istration  and in  

the w orld o f  science and tech n ology .
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C. AREAS OF DISCRIMINATION SHOWED BY PARENTS TOWARD 

FEMALE CHIID

Considering our country as a whole Bhattacharya 

(1977) says,  that d iscr im in ation  between boy and g i r l  

s ta r ts  r ig h t  from b ir th . This begets a p re fe r e n t ia l  

treatm ent f o r  a son In  almost a l l  aspects l ik e  d ie t )  

ed u cation , career e t c .  The s t a t i s t i c a l  fa c t  o f  d e c lin in g  

male -  female r a t io  I s  explained by the demographers 

as a sign o f  the n e g le c t  o f  female at a l l  ages from 

b ir th  t o  death.

To ascerta in  whether the o ld  a ttitu d es  s t i l l  e x is t  

or not Mathur (1984) in terview ed  100 women se le cte d  in  

a sm all v i l la g e  o f  ru ra l D elh i. When asked whether they 

p re fered  a g i r l  or boy as th e ir  f i r s t  c h i ld , 60 percent 

o f  them con fessed  that they p re ferred  a boy. and they sa id  

that i f  they had a g i r l  there was no se cu r ity  that the 

second c h i ld  would be a boy. 30 percent p re ferred  g i r l  

as she would help  in  household ch ores. The remaining 

10 percent were in d i f fe r e n t .  The respondents revea led  

that 99 percent o f  in4aws: wfchted*a grand son as th e ir  

f i r s t  ch o ice  .'-W hen asked what was th e ir  husbandf s ch o ice  

50 percent f e l t  that a boy was b e tter  w hile 40 percent
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p re fe rred  a g i r l  and the remaining being neutral*

This ev id en tly  shows us the s t i l l  p e rs is t in g  negative 

a ttitu d e  toward fem ale ch ild *

Gangrade (1986) a lso  f e e l s  that in  our homes the 

son i s  given  p r io r ity  in  every f i e l d  and the g l£ ls  are 

reprimanded a l l  the time and made t o  f e e l  that they 

are a burden* A l l  th is  leaves scars on the tender minds 

o f  daughter who begins t o  regard h e r s e l f  an in f e r io r ,  

weak and dependent*

Woods (1976) cr itic ises  that eq u a lity  f o r  both the 

sexs, a principal^  being loudly  proclaim ed throughout 

the w orld , y e t  when i t  comes to  such m atters as education , 

employment, le is u r e , w e lfa re , marriage and fam ily m atters 

th ere  i s  a vast gap between what so c ie ty  i s  saying and 

what i s  in  fa ct*

The major areas where parents are showing v is ib le  

d iscr im in ation  and in d ir e c t ly  fem ales are d i f fe r e n t a l ly  

trea ted  are d iscussed  below*

a) education

Education has been c a lle d  the f i r s t  le v e l  o f  

s tru c tu ra l d iscr im in a tion  against women in  many countries* 

In our country g i r l s  tend to  dropout o f  sch ools  e a r l ie r
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than boys* Parents, fa ced  by hard econom ical d e c is io n s , 

u su a lly  send sons rath er than daughters t o  schools* 

Another tendency I s  d if fe r e n t  type o f  education o f fe re d  

t o  g i r l s  and bqjrs. Even When edu cation a l op p ortu n ities  

are open t o  them, g i r l s  are frequ en tly  channelized to  

su b je c ts  such as hum anities rather than v o ca tio n a lly  

o r ien ted  course and scien ce  and engineering courses 

(S o c ia l  W elfare, 1978).

Bhandharl (1986) rep orts  that the l it e r a c y  le v e l  

o f  Indian fem ales was very backward and d e fic ie n t*

The con d ition  in  ru ra l areas i s  worse and i t  i s  evident 

from 1981 Census, that in  83 d is t r i c t s  o f  our country, 

w ith predominantly r u r a l population , the fem ale l it e r a c y  

ra te  was on ly f i v e .

Nair (1986) p o in ts  out that many g i r l s  drop out 

slftce they do not get s u f f ic ie n t  support from the fam ily  

or th e ir  presence i s  wanted at home fo r  such odd chores 

as baby s i t t in g ,  fe tch in g  watery h elp ing  parents in  

farming and other dom estic work.

Grewal (1982) says that in  the f i e l d  o f  l ite ra cy  

though there has been s ig n if ic a n t  in p u ts , given by 

Government, we have s t i l l  a longway t o  go . The l it e r a c y
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ra te  accord ing t o  1981 Census I s  46-74 percent fo r  males 

as against 28.4 percent fo r  fem ales. The enrolment 

o f  g i r l s  at the elementary sch oo l stage Is  65.9 percent 

In the age group o f  6 -11  years during 1978-80, which 

I s  no doubt b e tte r  than that o f  24 .6  percent In 1950-51.

According t o  the UNICEF report (1985) the enrolment 

o f  g i r l s  In elementary c la s s e s , In the age group o f  

6 -1 1  years during 1984-85 I s  34 .2  m illio n  as against 

that o f  4 8 .5  m illio n  o f  boys. I t  was fa r  more b e tte r  

than 1950-51 enrolment where only 5 .4  m illio n  g i r l s  

aga inst 13 .8  m illio n  boys were e n ro lle d .

b . N u trition

Ghosh (1980) re p o rts  that a fte r  conducting stu d ies 

In  the f i e l d  o f  n u tr it io n a l  status o f  ch ild ren  as a w hole, 

Indian C ouncil o f  M edical Research d is c lo s e d  in  1971 

that more g i r l s  were su ffe r in g  out o f  hunger and 

n e g le c t  more than boys.

Gopalan (1982) has r e fe r re d  t o  a household survey 

In  the v i l la g e s  around Ludhiana showing 50 percent o f  the 

g i r l s  and 20 percent o f  boys below 5 years age were 

se r io u s ly  m alnourished.
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Kala (1975) rep orts  that in  sturdy stereotyped  

orthodox fa m ilie s , a daughter fa ce s  g la rin g  d iscrim in ation  

between her and her b roth er . His p la te  i s  loaded up 

w ith the b e s t , the fam ily can a ffo rd  but she may do w ith  

ordinary meals because she i s  to ld  that "you are a 

g i r l ,  you have to  go in t o  d if fe r e n t  home, a mother in  lav  

w on 't serve you fo o d , so a sort o f  in f e r io r i t y  complex 

mixed w ith in c ip ie n t , though hidden creeps in to  her 

ded icate  system, damaging her p erson a lity  and she f e e ls  

in se cu re .

R eferrin g  to  the study o f  Dhandekar (1979)

C h itn is  (1983) says th a t , the number o f  those a il in g  

la rger are among fem ales than males but the former gets 

le s s  m edica l care .

Baig (1976) comments that the n u tr it iv e  needs 

o f  g i r l s  are i n i t i a l l y  ignored  and that in  some v il la g e s  

g i r l s  were given  only vegetarian  d ie t ,  as the p red ict 

th at in  her husband's house she may have the sim ilar fo o d .

UNICEF (1985) rep orts  that exp ecta tion  o f  l i f e  

o,t b ir th  f o r  male ch ild ren  i s  s l ig h t ly  h igher than that 

o f  fem ale ch ild ren  l . e .  50 .9  years f o r  males and 

50 yea rs  f o r  fem ales.
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Gupta (1986) exclaim s that d iscr im in ation  i s  a 

hidden k i l l e r  o f  more and more fem ale ch ild ren  in  In d ia , 

leading t o  an alarming d ec lin e  in  the r a t io  o f fem ales 

t o  males* I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  in  Kerala where matrim onial 

system e x is te d ,th e re  i s  no b ia s  against the g i r l  c h i ld , 

and the sex r a t io  i s  1000 males f o r  1034 fem ales.

He a ls o  sa id  that in  v i l la g e s ,  fa th er and male ch ildren  

are f i r s t  fe d  fo llow ed  by mother and fem ale ch ild ren .

c .  Freedom

James (1987) c r i t i c i z e d  that Indian homes were 

known fo r  th e ir  h o s p ita lity  but when a young g i r l  brings 

a group o f  boys and g i r l s  to  home from c o lle g e s , there i s  

a tu rm oil in  the t r a d it io n a l  ,h a v e H '. "We do not have 

enough freedom" i s  the common cry  o f  a teenage g i r l s .

There are u su a lly  two se ts  o f  ru les  in  fa m ily , one r ig id  

se t  f o r  g i r l s  and another le ss  r ig id  set o f  ru les  f o r  boys*

Gupta (1986) opines that middle c la s s  g i r l  c h i ld  

I s  worse o f f  than e ith e r  the poor g i r l  or the a fflu e n t 

g i r l .  She has le s s  l ib e r ty  and fa ce s  more sexual rep ress ion  

whereas the g i r l s  from r ic h  and poor fa m ilie s  mix f r e e ly  

w ith boys and move about* The middle c la s s  g ir l s  i s  

made t o  cover her arms, head, le g s , depending on the 

r e l ig io n  she belongs and she i s  ra re ly  allow ed to  go cut 

unescorted*
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d. Marriage

Bhattacharya (1977) s ta tes  that in s p ite  o f  le g is la t iv e  

m easures, c h ild  marriage s t i l l  p re v a il  in  our country 

in  a number o f  p la ces  and i t  i s  a s o c ia l  e v i l  in  so

many re s p e c ts , since i t  i s  an ab sta cle  not only to  the/
education  o f  women but a lso  to  th e ir  f u l l  development.

Sharma (1983) conducted a study on the parental 

views on the id e a l  age at marriage in  ru ra l areas and 

found out that the women considered  a s ig n if ic a n t ly  lower 

age at marriage fo r  th e ir  daughter than th e ir  husbands.

I t  i s  ev ident that the law f ix e s  the minimum age fo r  

marriage as 21 years fo r  beys and 18 y e a rs * g ir ls  i s  

ineonsonance with that o f  beys but not w ith that o f  the 

g i r l s  as mentioned by respondents. People generally  

want t o  arrange marriage f o r  th e ir  daughter at an age 

that i s  le s s  than le g a l ly  f ix e d .

According t o  UNI rep ort  (1987) the la rgest number 

o f  c h i ld  m arriages took  p la ce  in  Gujarat from 1984 to  1986.

In 1984, 235 c h ild  m arriages were reported  in  Gujarat and 

205 in  1985-86. Gujarat i s  fo llow ed  by Assam in  th is  a sp ect.

e .  Dowry

Bhattacharya (1977) says that dowry system i s  

another s o c ia l  e v i l  which c le a r ly  shows the a ttitu d e  o f  men
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toward women# Many fa m ilie s  are ruined to  g ive dowry 

fo r  marriage o f  the daughters, s ince  they have t o  depend 

on the money lenders# Many other g i r l s  cannot get 

m arried at a ll#

According t o  the committee on status o f  the women 

in  In d ia  (1975) a l i t t l e  le s s  than h a lf  o f  the t o t a l  

respondents reported  that without dowry i t  was not 

p o ss ib le  t o  get a good husband fo r  the daughters#

S im ilarly  a survey by the Indian In s t itu te  o f  

R ib lic  op in ion  conducted in  1973, revea led  that w hile 

m a jority  o f  low income and educated groups were p a r t icu la r ly  

opposed t o  dowry, around a quarter o f  the sample, 20 percent 

co n s is t in g  o f  mainly p ro fe s s io n a l and business execu tives 

and those in  b e tte r  income groups p re fe rred  that the dowry 

system be l e f t  as i t  was w ithout any r e s t r ic t io n s  

(ftrasad, 1987).

f .  jahqrltaacQ

Devi (1987) says that i f  asked question  how many 

parents are g iv ing equal share to  th e ir  daughters alongwith 

sons, th e ir  answer was "how can we g ive  share, over and 

above dowry?" Parents are washing o f f  th e ir  hands in  th is  

manner leaving th e ir  daughters at th e ir  ln*law^1s ifaercy.
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Farther as f o r  the supreme court d e c is io n  a poor parent 

can depend upon the daughter, i f  she has economic means 

fo r  h is  maintenance. I f  so why not the fa th er  who has 

property  cou ld  not g ive  equal share t o  son and daughter , 

i s  the remaining q u estion .

ftrakasam (1986) expresses that th is  e v i l  o f  

d iscr im in a tion  against female ch ild  has been so deep rooted  

in  Indian s o c ie ty , that i t ' s  e ra d ica tion  has become a 

b ig  ta sk . This needs an a t t itu d in a l change on the pattern  

o f  In h erita n ce . Inh eritan ce  i f  made equa l f o r  ch ild ren  

ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  th e ir  sex ,th a t can d e f in it e ly  help  the 

development o f  healthy trend, where men and women share 

th e ir  equal dues in  s o c ie t y .

D. REASONS FOR DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF FEMALE CHILD:

I f  we examine the com pelling reasons t o  p re fer  a son 

t o  daughter in  Indian fa m ily , f i r s t  a boy;, brings happiness 

s in ce  he stays with the parents, continue fam ily l in e ,  

o f f e r s  "Shardha" to  the ancestors and b e n e fits  and support 

parents in  the oldage. Secondly a son brings dowry w hile 

the g i r l  i s  a l i a b i l i t y  as she has to  go to  her in - la w s 1 

house with a fabulous dowry, as she i s  considered  as a 

"b ir d  o f  passage, a guest in  her own p a ren ts ' house 

(Mathur, 1984).
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Bhattacharya (1977) r e fe r s  that t r a d it io n a lly  a son 

I s  con sidered  to  be the p o te n t ia l  wage earner, the supporter 

In  o ld  age and b u ild er  o f  fam ily p re stig e  and prosp erity  

s in ce  he brings dowry t o  h is  home and even a fte r  marriage 

continues to  be the member o f  the fa m ily , whereas In the 

case o f  the daughter I t  I s  ju s t  the re v e rse .

Marwah (1982) po in ts  out that most o f  the d is a b i l i t i e s  

and con stra in ts  on women a r ise  from s o c io -c u ltu r a l  fa c t o r s .

The t r a d it io n a l  s o c ia l  stru ctu re , cu ltu ra l norms and value 

system continue t o  p lace  Indian women at disadvantages, 

interm s o f  r e la t io n s h ip s , decesion  making and sharing o f  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .

Varadappan (1979) remarks that the r e l ig io n  says that 

a man's sa lva tion  w i l l  come through the r i t e s  performed by h is  

son th e re fo re  the fam ily  welcomes the b ir th  o f  a son and 

dau gh ter 's  b ir th  i s  met w ith co ld  re cep tion  and even to  

the exten t o f  condemnation o f  the mother.

According to  Kala (1975) the Hindu ethos i s  deeply 

in flu e n ce d  by the n otion  that only male h e ir  can perform 

th e ir  entry in to  heaven. A lso Hindu mind i s  b a s ica lly  

caught in  an a r ith m etica l tangle o f  "econom ic investm ent"- 

a boy versus "economic d ra in "-a  g i r l .
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Naronha (1979) says that there are t r a d it io n a l  

p re ju d ices  against sending g i r l s  to  s ch o o ls , preference fo r  

sons, customs lik e  ea r ly  m arriage, dowry system, which 

makes a g i r l  drop-out from schools  than boys*

C h itn ls  (1983) f e e l s  that problems re la te d  t o  poverty 

and poor health  on the one hand and seriou s Inadequacies 

In the stru cture o f  sch oo l system on the oth er , have been 

I d e n t i f ie d  as being equally  resp on sib le  fo r  the drop^btitcdf 

g i r l s .  And g i r l s  are fu rth er handicapped by con stra in ts  

aga in st the schoolin g  of betrothed or married g i r l s  and 

p ra c t ic e  o f  requ irin g  g i r l s  to  do la rger  share o f  household 

work.

Devadas (1979) p o in t out that the preference o f  women 

to  stay w ith in  or In  the immediate v ic in i t y  o f  the home has 

deprived  them o f  th e ir  p o s it io n s  a se  conomic producers* 

H es ita tion  on the part o f  parents t o  send g ir ls  t o  fa r  away 

p la ces  fo r  stu d ies  and jo b s  and p re ju d ices  against co -ed u ca tion  

are a ls o  respon sib le  fo r  fewer women being en ro lled  in  

h igher s tu d ies .

Vimala (19 ?7 ) regards that in s p ite  o f  a l l  the 

technology  and m iraculous s c ie n t i f i c  progress a young woman 

f e e l s  that she has a r ig h t  fo r  lo v e , p ro te ct io n  and
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f in a n c ia l  support from the parental home, but her true 

love  and f in a l  in te r e s t  l i e s  in  promoting and nurturing 

husband's fam ily .

Garg (1983) opines that low Income le v e l  compels 

the parents t o  s e t t le  m atrim onial is su e s  much e a r l ie r  than 

wanted, due t o  dependence o f  g i r l s  on th e ir  parents. G ir ls  

in  v i l la g e s  are seen as a burden as thoy are not expected 

to  support the fa m ily .

CSVIB (1979) rep orts  the main reasons fo r  la rger 

d rop -ou ts  o f  g i r l s  as expressed by the parents, are that 

g ir ls  education  was f u t i l e ,  since they are going to  get 

m arried and set up home and education  was Irre lev a n t to  

the needs o f  fam ily and country.

Sen and Sengupta (1982) explained the reasons fo r  sex 

b ia s  in  ch ild  n u tr it io n  as the t r a d it io n a l  b e l i e f  regarding 

grea ter economic value o f  male ch ild re n ; greater economic 

dependence o f  o ld  parents on th e ir  sons, greater w orkforce 

p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  boys as compared to  g i r l s  in  the age groups 

10-14 y e a rs , combined with the staggering le v e l  o f  poverty 

o f  households have made the p o s it io n  o f  the g ir ls  

s t i l l  w orse.

Marwah (1982) says that the sons are considered  

n a tu ra l h e irs  t o  f a t h e r 's  p roperty , because they are expected
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to  continue fam i]y*s name, on the other hand daughter i s  

not considered  r ig h t fu l  h e ir  o f  the property s in ce  she 

becomes the part o f  another fa m ily .

Rao (1986) f e e l s  that dism antling o f  a l l  terms o f  

d iscr im in a tion  against women i s  a task l ik e  that o f  

e lim in atin g  r a c ia l  hatredness, which req u ires  a deep 

commitment t o  personal and community growth. This growth 

becomes p o ss ib le  only a fte r  basic  needs have been met.

E. FACTORS INFUJENCING THE CHANGING ATTITUDE OF PARENTS 

TOWARD FEMALE CHILD

Though In d u s tr ia liz a t io n  u rban ization  and rap id  

s o c io lo g ic a l  changes have a ffe c te d  the r o le  expectation s 

o f  fam ily  members, a s i le n t  transform ation  that has 

a lte re d  fam ily  fu n c tio n s , r o le s  and values i s  the 

emancipation o f  women who have to  some extent been able 

to  break o f f  the shackles o f  tra d itio n a lism . The h igher 

education  o f  women, exposure t o  western id ea s , through 

mass media and the granting by the co n s t itu t io n  o f  

"eq u a l op p ortu n ities  o f  employment", have led  th e ir  coming 

out o f  four w alls o f  th e ir  homes in  search o f  personal 

fu lfilm e n t  and econom iea lly  equ a lita rian  in  nature and 

they no longer wish t o  be "d ecora tive  p ie ce s "  or ’ 

" r e s p o s it o r ie s  o f  the husbands' lu s t " .  They d es ire  t o  be 

co -p a rtn ers  in  l i f e  and have a share in  the d ec is ion  making 

(Nisc h o l ,  1975).
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Kala (1975) exp la ins that socio-econom ic as w e ll  as 

p o l i t i c a l  and re form ist movements have brought about s ig n if ic a n t  

changes in  the thinking and behavioural pattern  o f  Indians*

Bhattacharya (1977) f e e ls  that the a ttitu d e  toward 

female c h ild  i s  t o  be thoroughly changed i f  s u f f ic ie n t  

education  i s  Imparted to  the daughters, they can as w e ll  

be wage earners o f  the fam ily  and can very w e ll  bring 

p re s t ig e  to  the fa m ily , so there i s  no s o l id  reasoning 

behind t h is  d iscr im in a tion .

Minnattur (1975) was o f  the op in ion  that r a d ic a l  

change in  the a ttitu d e  o f  women Induced by an awareness o f  

th e ir  c o n s t itu t io n a l r ig h ts  was the f i r s t  step in  the complex 

process  o f  transform ing s o c ia l  structure that women may en joy 

f u l l  eq u a lity  with men in  every sphere o f  l i f e *

Openness t o  new idea s from west e s p e c ia lly  about 

e q u a lity , women's r ig h ts  and the general process o f  

m odernization  have a l l  con tribu ted  t o  transform ation  in  the 

Indian fam ily* Economic pressure has made acceptable fo r  

women t o  enter the labour market* The spread o f  higher 

education  fo r  women belonging to  middle and upper c la s s  

fa m ilie s  has led  them to  jo in  various p rofession s*  They have 

entered  adm in istrative and fo re ig n  se rv ice s  and have been 

e le c te d  to  the le g is la t iv e  assem blies and parliam ent as w e ll  as



3 3

hold ing many o f f i c i a l  p o s it io n s  o f  Im portance. I t  has 

re su lte d  In  a r a d ic a l  change In the In d iv id u a l status o f  

women who had been poore ly  subservient and dependent on 

the t r a d it io n a l  fam ily system (Kapur, 1976).

Slnha (1984) observes that In phase o f  tra n s it io n  not 

only are ch ild ren  valued more Ir re sp e c t iv e  o f  sex, there I s  

a lso  grea ter equ a lity  In treatment meted out to  sons and 

daughters and female c h i ld  i s  no longer considered  as a 

property  t o  be given ou t. G ir ls  are now re ce iv in g  education 

and taking dp jo b s .  In tersex  mixing I s  being accepted 

though we are fa r  from the stage o f perceptual condemnation.

Of course in  the t r a n s it io n a l  phase there i s  ofen a su btle  

lin g e r in g  o f  o ld  odd v a lu es , as r e f le c te d  in  unconsciously  

tre a t in g  the male c h ild  some what favourably .

As Kapur (1970) has pointed  out mens' a ttitu d e  toward 

th e ir  spouses jo in in g  variou s occupations has changed.

Women because o f  th e ir  changed economic status have in ev itab ly  

began to  have a say In  d e c is io n  making and enjoy at le a s t  

p a r t ia l ly  the income earned by them.

Grewal (1982) f e e l s  th a t , u n iv e rsa l education  with 

s p e c ia l  emphasis-on g i r l s  I s  included  in  the Mew 20 Point 

Programme. This i s  boudd to  a cce le ra te  enrolment percentage 

o f  g i r l s  and female adult education i s  a lso  re ce iv in g  emphasis.
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Murricken (1975) f e e l s  that education  i t s e l f  i s  not 

enough to  l ib e ra te  women, only a strong based movement 

organised  by en lightened  fem ale leadersh ip  would be ab le  

t o  provide women, the freedom and equ a lity  to  work in  

partnersh ip  w ith men f o r  th e ir  mutual development.

Ansari ( l 9 8 l )  says, that by seing some women adding 

t o  the fam ily  by serving ou tside  th e ir  homes, other muslim 

woman a lso  started  recogn iz in g  education  as a means o f  th e ir  

b e tte r  s o c ia l  sta tu s. Now the pardha system i s  fad ing  out 

and now muslims are en joyin g  greater freedom o f  movement a£ 

th e ir  Hindu coun terparts.

The seminar organized by Indian In s t itu te  in  New Delhi 

in  1975 recommended two important ways t o  improve the image 

o f  women in  our s o c ie ty . They are

1. The t r a d it io n a l  upbringing o f  Indian g i r l s  which 

causes young g i r l s  t o  develop fe e l in g  o f  in se cu r ity  

and as a consequence p sy ch o lo g ica l and p h y s ica l 

dependency on men should change and parents have to  

take steps to  develop in  a g ir l :  a p o s it iv e  s e l f -  

con fidence and image and sense o f  s e cu r ity , and

2 . The soc ie ty s*  rein forcem ent o f  the "dependent women" 

image through lite ra tu re ,a d v e rt ise m e n t,film s  and 

co -cu rr icu la r  a c t iv i t ie s  and the other should 

change i t ' s  p ortra y a l o f  such image. And fu rth er
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economic Independence I s  considered  to  be 

the f i r s t  step toward eventual change in  the 

status o f  women (CSWB, 1975).

A ccording to  Vimala ( l 9 8 l )  w ith tim e, s o c ia l  change, 

progress and forward look ing  le g a l  reform s, th is  patrim on ia l 

th inking has changed a w e©bit. In urban complexes there are 

cou p les  who are happy t o  have daughters a lon e . But business 

p eop le , p ro fe s s io n a ls , conservative  fa m ilie s  s t i l l  b e lie v e  

that a son i s  necessary fo r  "a  com plete" fam ily .

Gangrade (1980) observes that a new awakening i s  

taking p lace  in  our s o c ie t y ,  we should hope that th is  

awakening would bring about changes in  our a t t itu d e . No doubt 

i f  g i r l s  are brought up in  the same manner as the boys, 

they would grow up and bring a good name t o  th e ir  parents. 

Given opportunity they can stand on th e ir  own and become 

s e lf -s u p p o r t in g . They can a lso  help  the parents when the 

need a r is e s  and th ere fore  they should not look  down upon th e ir  

daughters. I t  should be the moral o b lig a t io n  o f  a l l  

parents t o  g ive  equal opportunity and equal r ig h ts  t o  both 

sond and daughters, only then there cou ld  be an improvement 

in  the status o f  women.
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METHODOLOGY

The procedure o f  the study- on “ a ttitu d e  o f parents” 

towards fem ale c h ild  com prises o f  the fo llo w in g  s tep s .

A. S e lection  o f  the area

B. S e lection  o f  the sample

C. S e lection  o f  the t o o l

D. C o lle c t io n  o f  the data and

E. A nalysis o f  the data

A. SEIEC1I0N OF THE AREA

Both ru ra l and urban areas were se le c te d  t o  conduct 

the study. The Z illa p a r ish ed  G ir l 's  High S chool, and 

Government Jun ior C ollege  in  Siugarayakonda Crural area) 

and Zi l la p a r i  shad G ir l f s High School and H.C.M G ir l 's  

Ju n ior C ollege  in  Ongole (urban a rea ), in  prakasam d is t r i c t  

o f  Andhra pradesh were se le c te d  fo r  conducting the study 

f o r  the fo llo w in g  reason s.

1 . The sample belonging t o  the three main re lig ion -H in d u , 

Muslim and C hristian  were almost equally  d is tr ib u te d  in  

th is  area.

2 . In these p la ce s , i l l i t e r a c y  o f  fem ale ch ild re n , high 

dropout r a te , dowry demands, more labour p a r t ic ip a t lo n  

o f  fem ale ch ild ren  and d iscrim in ation  against fem ale 

c h i ld  were very much observed.
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B. SELECTION OF THE SAMPLE

The sample se le cto d  fo r  the study comprised o f  150 

mothers who were d is tr ib u te d  equally among the three r e l ig io n s  

( Hindu, Muslim and C hristian  r e l ig io n s ) ,  and a lso  according 

t o  the ed u ca tion a l status ( i l l i t e r a t e  mothers and mothers 

vho had stu d ied  upto X standard{secondary school) and sample 

who f e l l  in  the low Income group below Rs. 1500/- (HUDCO, 1985). 

The mothers were s e le c te d  on the c r i t e r ia  that thqy must 

have daughters o f  the age 15 years and above. The reasons f o r  

s e le c t in g  the sample with th is  c r i t e r ia  were as fo llo w s .

1 . The sample from three r e lig io n s  were se le cted  to  know 

whether there i s  p e rcep tib le  d iffe r e n c e  among the three 

r e l ig io n s ,  with re sp e ct  t o  the treatment o f  fem ale 

c h i ld  and values a ttr ib u ted  t o  female c h ild .

2 . Both i l l i t e r a t e ' and educated mothers were se le c te d  t o  

know whether education  has got any in flu en ce  on th e ir  

a tt itu d e s  toward female c h i ld .

3 .  The mothers were having daughters above the age o f  

15 y ea rs  were s e le c te d  mainly because they were w e ll  

experienced  in  bringing up a daughter, and may have 

e sta b lish ed  a tt itu d e s  toward female c h ild  by them.
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C. SELECTION OF THE TOOL:

The t o o l  se le cte d  fo r  the study was in terv iew  as i t  

had many advantages. Black and champion (1976) opined 

that the bestway to  f in d  out wfy persons behave as they do 

i s  to  qu lze them about th e ir  conduct by ta lk in g  to  them.

W ilkinson and Bhandarkar (1982) a lso  opined that 

" in terv iew  method i s  q u ite  e f f e c t iv e  in  g iv in g  inform ation  

about person 1s p ercep tion s , b e l i e f s ,  f e e l in g s ,  m otiva tion s, 

a n t ic ip a t io n s  o f  fu tu re  p lans, past and p riva te  behaviour".

Chava and David (1981) sta te  that the most structured  

form i s  the structured in terv iew  schedule in  which the 

q u estion s , th e ir  wording and th e ir  sequence are f ix e d  and 

id e n t ic a l  fo r  every respondent. And a lso  fiharma, ft*asad and 

Satyanarayana (1983) regard that the structured  in terv iew  

has the g rea test advantage o f  un iform ity  and p re c is io n .

I t  provides safe ba&is fo r  the g ^ e r a l iz a t io n s  and a lso  t o  

a grea t exten t in terv iew er*s  b ia s  can be r e s t r ic t e d .

So the structured  in terv iew  schedule was used as a t o o l  

f o r  conducting the study. An in terv iew  schedule (Appendix I )  

was prepared which comprised o f  the fo llo w in g  aspects -  op in ion  

about a daughter, bringing  up a daughter, education o f  a 

daughter, fr ie n d s  o f  a daughter, p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  a daughter 

in  household work, employment o f  a daughter, marriage o f  a 

daughter and property share f o r  a daughter.
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D. COLLECTION OF THE DATAs

F irs t  the researcher went t o  sch oo ls  and Junior c o lle g e s  

l . e  Z illa p a rish a d  G ir l* s  High schools Singarayakonda and 

a n g o le , Government Junior C o lleg e , SingarayOconda and 

H.C.M. Jun ior C ollege fo r  G ir ls ,  Ongole, In  ft’ akasam 

d i s t r i c t  o f  Andhra pradesh and approached the students.

A fam ily  background study was conducted t o  know about the 

r e l ig io n ,  Income le v e l ,  education al status o f  m others, 

la te r  the sample was se le c te d  randomly and then the researcher 

approached the mothers with tho help o f  students.

The purpose o f  the study was explained t o  them in  a 

very sim ple manner and a good rapport was esta b lish ed .

They were convinced that the in form ation  c o l le c t e d  w i l l  be 

used  only f o r  research  purpose and w i l l  not be revea led  

t o  e th e rs .

Then they were asked the qu estion s , one by one and the 

c o l le c t e d  inform ation  was cross  checked then and there to  

see the accuracy o f  responses.

E. - ANALYSIS OF THE DATA:

Then the c o l le c t e d  data was consolida ted*tabu la ted  and 

analysed s t a t i s t i c a l ly  using ' t '  t e s t  and d iscussed in  the 

next chapter.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The re s u lts  o f  the study on "a tt itu d e  o f  parents 

towards fem ale c h i ld "  are d iscussed  under the fo llow in g  

headings.

A. Opinion about a daughter

B. Bringing up a daughter

C. Education o f  a daughter

D. Friends o f  a daughter

E. P a rt ic ip a t io n  o f  the daughter in  household work

F . Employment o f  the daughter

G. Marriage o f  the daughter and

H. P roperty share f o r  the daughter

A. Opinion about a daughter

The op in ion  o f  the parents about a female ch ild  i s  

evident to  us through the fo llow in g  d e t a i ls .

a. Parents* preference  fo r  the sesi o f  the f i r s t -b o r n  c h i ld :

The parents always pray fo r  a son. This perhaps 

i s  the a ttitu d e  a l l  over the country with a few honourable 

e x cep tion s . Table I  shows us the paren ts1 p re feren ce  fo r  

the sex o f  the f i r s t  born c h i ld .
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I t  i s  ev ident that on an average male ch ild  was 

p re ferred  by m a jority  o f  the parents (n ea rly  60 percent) 

as th e ir  f i r s t  born c h i ld .  in  th is  aspect there i s  not 

much d iffe r e n c e  shown between the p referen ces o f  the parents 

from three r e l ig io n s .  I t  i s  a lso  evident from the ta b le  

th a t , there i s  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  

parents and educated parents o f  Muslims and C h ristia n  

r e l ig io n  and i t  shows that education  has i t s  e f f e c t  on 

p aren ts1 a ttitu d e s  o f  p referen ces toward the female c h i ld .

In  the sameway Mathur (1984) a lso  found that among 100 ru ra l 

women, 60 percent p re ferred  a boy as th e ir  f i r s t -b o r n  c h i ld .

S ig n ific a n t  d if fe r e n c e  was observed between the 

fa th ers  and mothers w ith regard to  th e ir  p referen ce  toward 

fem ale ch ild  among Hindus and Muslims. M ajority  o f  the 

fa th ers  p re ferred  to  have a female c h i ld  than m others, 

which might be due to th e ir  h eterosexua l attachment, they 

have toward th e ir  daughters and they are more attached to  

th e ir  parents than sons. Not much d if fe r e n c e  wa3 found 

between the fa th ers  and mothers o f  C hristian  community.

b . P a re n ts  op in ion  about optimum number o f  ch ild re n >

M ajority  o f  the parents (80 percent) p re ferred  to  

have one daughter ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education  and r e l ig io n  and 

a lso  two sons or more. I t  i s  a lso  su rpris in g  to  note th a t ,
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no parent expressed that they lik ed  to  have on ly  daughters 

and no sons, but some parents in  Muslim (14 per cen t) and 

C h ristian  (8  percen t) communities expressed that they 

wanted on ly  sons and no daughters.

c .  Opinion about having a female c h i ld :

Except a few ex cep tion a l parents in  C h ristia n s , 

no parent f e l t  that a daughter i s  more d es ira b le  than a 

son. Compared t o  I l l i t e r a t e  paren ts , educated parents o f  

Hindu (56 p e rce n t), Muslim (68 p ercen t) and C h ristian  

(64 percen t) r e l ig io n s  expressed that a daughter i s  

as good as a son. And 20 percent o f  Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  

paren ts, 40 per cent o f  Muslim i l l i t e r a t e  parents and 

64 per cent o f  a C h ristian  i l l i t e r a t e  parents f e l t  that a 

daughter i s  a burden on her parents thus shoving a d if fe r e n c e  

between the r e l ig io n s  whereas 44 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  

Hindu parents and 40 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  Muslim parents 

and 8 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  C hristian  parents opined that 

a daughter cannot rep lace  the p o s it io n  o f  a son by any means.

So d if fe r e n c e  i s  observed between the i l l i t e r a t e  

parents o f  Hindu, Muslim and C h ristian  r e l ig io n s ,  w ith 

regard to  the aspect that a daughter cannot rep la ce  the 

p o s it io n  o f  a son .
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d« React io n  o f  the p aren ts1 when they had a female c h i ld i

Compared to  Muslim and C h ristian  paren ts, Hindu 

parents (36-40 per cen t) expressed that they were very  happy 

to  re ce iv e  a female ch ild  and the reason fo r  which they 

expressed was the b e l i e f  th a t , a female ch ild  brin gs fortune 

and p ro sp e r ity  to  the fam ily . I t  i s  su rpris in g  to  note 

that 40 per cent o f  the educated Hindu p arents, 44 per cent o f  

educated musllm parents and 82 per cent o f  educated C h ristian  

parents expressed that they f e l t  very  happy, when they had 

a female c h i ld .  But m a jority  o f  the musllm parents, 

ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education  were in d if fe r e n t  towards the a r r iv a l 

o f  th e ir  female c h i ld .  I t  i s  very  su rprising  to  note that 

62 per cent o f  C h ristian  i l l i t e r a t e  parents f e l t  sad and 

discouraged against very  le s s  percentage o f  other groups.

This data shows us the mixed emotions o f  parents with wide 

v a r ia t io n , when they had a female c h i ld .

e .  A ttitude o f  parents toward the comments passed by r e la t iv e s  

and fr ien d s  when female ch ild  was born:

Compared to  Hindu parents, more number o f  Muslims and 

C h ristians rece ived  more comments from the relativesw hen 

a female ch ild  was b om , that too  more sympathetic ones. 

C r it ic iz in g  father/m other was m ostly seen in  Hindu than 

in  other r e l ig io n s .  Education d id  not have much r o le  to  

p la y  in  th is  aspect among Hindus, but among muslims 

sympathetic comments were rece ived  by more educated parents 

whereas among C hristians i t  i s  v ice v e rs a .
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f .  Opinion about parents who are having a l l  female ch ild re n :

Vimala (1987) s ta tes  that parents who are having a l l  

female ch ild ren  and no male c h i ld ,  re ce iv e  more sympathy 

from the p u b lic  and a lso  from c lo s e  r e la t iv e s • Table I I

g ives  us a comprehensive in form ation  about the p a ren t 's  

op in ion  on other parents who are having a l l  female ch ildren*

TABLE II

OPINION ABOUT PARENTS WHO ARE HAVING ALL FEMALE CHILDREN

(in  percentage)IIIIIIIIII11IIIIIIII “  “  “  “ = = = = = = S 5T = ~  —

itiiiiiiii

Hindus Muslims C h ristians
i.No. Opinion

I l l i *
N.25

Edu*
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

I l l i
N.25

i 
i 

i 
i 

1 
1

1 §55 1 
1 

1

a . Have to  be more
cautious and 
ca re fu l 4 20 40 48 60 40

b* No d if fe r e n c e  
between 36 48 8 32 16 40
daughters and sons

c* Parents are 
unlucky 20 16 40 12 24 12

d* More sons are 
d es ira b le  than 
a l l  daughters 28 12 8 4 8

e* Regret in  fu ture 12 4 4 4 - -

♦Note* I l l i i  I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu: Educated group
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D ifferen ce  i s  found between three r e l ig io n s  with 

regard to  the paren ts ' op in ion  about the parents having 

a l l  daughters as muslims and C hristians have expressed 

that parents are unlucky and they have to  be more cautious 

and c a r e fu l than the Hindu parents. But more o f  Hindu 

parents expressed that there was no d if fe r e n c e  between 

daughters and sons.

Education in flu en ces  the a ttitu d e  o f  the parents 

toward the female ch ild ren  as educated parents pointed out 

that there i s  no d if fe r e n c e  between daughters and sons.

But i l l i t e r a t e  parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  f e l t  that 

they were unlucky. This fin d in g  reminds the statement o f  

Prakasam (1 9 8 6 ), who brings fo r th  the h y p o cr lt ic  a ttitu d e  

o f  the parents toward fem ales, who worship them in  p u b lic , 

but showers in s u lts  and do in ju s t ic e  anywhere and everywhere 

p o s s ib le ,

B, Bringing up a daughter

Gangrade (1986) says that in  our homes as the g i r l  

begins to  grow, the d iffe re n ce  between the pattern  o f  

bringing up boys and that o f  g ir ls  a lso  grows.
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How parents are fe e l in g  about the task  o f  bringing 

up a daughter are d iscussed  below.

a . Parents1 op in ion  about the task o f  bringing  up a daughter 

in  our present s o c ie t y :

A ll the parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education  

expressed that i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  rear a daughter but 

d if fe r e n c e  i s  observed with regard to  the degree o f  d i f f i c u l t y  

as more C hristians (72 per cen t) expressed that rearin g  a 

daughter i s  very  o ften  d i f f i c u l t  than Hindus (64 per cen t) 

and Muslims (60 per c e n t ) .  Compared to  i l l i t e r a t e s ,  educated 

parents had a le s s  degree o f  d i f f i c u l t y  in  bringing up a 

daughter.

b . Parents1 op in ion  about bringing up a daughter!

Table I I I  shows us the c le a r  p ercep tion  o f  the 

parents about the nature o f  the task o f  bringing up a 

female c h i ld .
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TABLE I I I

PARENTS' OPINION ABOUT BRINGING UP A DAUGHTER

C in pencenta^ej

3 .No, Opinion
Hindus

I111* Edu* 
N-25 N-25

Muslims

I l l i  Edu 
N-25 N-25

C h ristians

I l l i  Edu 
N-25 N-25

a* Parents must be 
cau tious and more 
resp on sib le 36 28 40 52 44 24

b . No d if fe r e n c e  in  
bring ing  up a 
daughter o r  a son 20 44 16 28 24 56

c .  Quite com plicated 4 8 4 4 12 8

d . Parents have to  spend 
store money and time 8 4 8 8 16 12

e . ' The parents have 
f t t ) *  to  save stoney fo r

d au gh ter 's  marriage 
even when she i s  

young 32 16 32 8 16 12

H .I . vs H.E.
(7 .6 5 ) ♦*

H .I . '
(o )  :

vs M .I.
NS

H.E. vs 
(5 .0 3 )

M.E.
*•

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(1 2 .2 5 ) *♦

H .I. Vs C .I .  
(7 .6 6 )* *

H.E. Vs 
(2 .3 5 ) <

C.E.
r

C .I .  Vs C.E. 
(2 .3 5 ) *

M .I. Vs C .I .  
(7 .6 6 ) **

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(2 .6 6 )* *

Note s t t  s •t • te s t  o f  s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  p rop ortion s 
** t S ig n ifica n t  at 1 per cent l e v e l

* i S ig n ifica n t  at 5 per cent l e v e l
N.S. i Not S ig n ifica n t
1111 s I l l i t e r a t e  group
Edn s Educated group
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The parents o f  Muslim and C hristian  r e l ig io n s  have 

given the op in ion  that they must be cautious and ca re fu l 

in  bringing  up a daughter than that o f  a son , eventhough 

they have expressed that there was no d if fe r e n c e  between 

a boy and a g i r l .  But more number o f  Hindu p a ren t 's  

expressed that they have to  save money even when the daughter 

i s  young.

Educated parents opined th^t there was no d iffe r e n c e

in  bringing  up a daughter o r  son, but in  the other ca ses , 

more i l l i t e r a t e  parents f e l t  that they had to  be cautious 

and save money fo r  the marriage o f  the daughter. The 

s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lysis  in  th is  regard showed th at there i s  

h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  between the r e l ig io n s  and 

the education , except between Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  and Muslim 

i l l i t e r a t e  parents.

c .  Parents' op in ion  about the ro le  they have to  p lay  in  
bringing up a daughter:

M aitra (1987) expresses th a t , w hile rearin g  daughters 

in  our country , the t r a d it io n a l  thought has continued fo r  

cou n tless gen eration s. Table IV represents the parents 

op in ion s about the r o le s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  they have to  

undertake to  bring  up a daughter.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS' IN BRINGING UP A DAUGHTER

TABLE IV

S#No. R e s p o n s ib ilit ie s

(jn  pencenta.^O 

Hindus Muslims C hristians

n i l * Edu* I l l i Edu I l l i Edu
N.26 N.25 N.26 N.25 N.25 N.25

A* D* A D A D A D A D A D

a . No need fo r  e ith e r  
parent to  pay extra 
a tten tion  in  
bringing up a. 
daughter

b . Mother must take more 
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty

c .  Both mother and 
fa th er have to  take 
a c t iv e  r o le

d . Parents must 
concentrate  more in  
in cu lca tin g  good 
h ab its  in  a daughter 
than in  sons

4 96 12 88 16 84 64 36 4 96 48 52

100 - 96 4 88 12 92 81 72 28 64 36

92 8 88 12 84 16 100 - 96 4 64 36

96 4 84 16 92 8 28 72 84 16 44 66

e . Father must take more 
resp on sib le  r o le  fo r  
earning money fo r
dau ghter's  marriage 100 -  96 4 92 8 64 36 96 4 60 40

♦Note s 111! ■* I l l i t e r a t e  group

Edu : Educated group

As Agreed 

Ds D isagree
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Parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education , 

except that o f  Muslims d isagreed  to  the statement that there 

was no need f o r  e ith e r  parent to  pay extra a tten tion  in  

brin g in g  up a daughter. But except C hristians they  f e l t  

that mother must take more r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  bringing up a 

daughter. The C hristians f e l t  that fa th ers had a lso  

an equal r o le  to  share the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  

education al d i f fe r e n c e .  Fathers* r o le  fo r  earning money 

fo r  the daughters marriage was agreed by m a jority  o f  the 

parents, ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education . With 

regard to  in cu lca tin g  good h a b its  in  ch ild re n , on ly  Hindu 

parents agreed that there must be more concentration  on 

g i r l s  than those o f  Muslims and C hristian  parents disagreed 

to  th is  op in ion  as they f e l t  that con cen tra tion  in  in cu lca tin g  

h a b its  must be equal an both boys and g i r l s .

C. Education o f  the daughteri

a . Parents* op in ion s about the le v e l  o f  education  o f  th e ir  
daughters need*

Education has been ca lle d  as the f i r s t  le v e l  o f  

s tru ctu ra l d iscr im in a tion  against women in  our country .

Table V g ives the op in ion  o f  parents regarding the 

necessary  le v e l  o f  education  o f  th e ir  daughters.
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TABLE V

PARENTS* OPINION ABOUT THE LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF THEIR DAUGHTERS

Hindus Muslims C h ristians
S.No. Level o f  

Education I l l i *
N.25

Edu*
N.25 H

L U i
.25

Edu
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

M* F* M F M F M F M F M F

a .  Primary sch oolin g 4 - 4 - 36 44 8 4 12 16 - -

b . Secondary 
schoolin g 28 32 12 24 48 32 16 48 44 48 - -

c .  Higher Secondary 
sch oolin g 16 12 8 20 4 - 12  16 20 12 4 4

d , Graduation 32 40 43 40 8 24 43 24 12 24 48 60

e . P ost-graduation  
and above 20 16 28 16 4 -

00toH

3 - 48 36

M: Mother♦Note I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  group 

Edu = Educated group F: Father
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I t  i s  remarkable that there i s  d if fe r e n c e  between 

p aren ts ' op in ion  about the necessary  le v e l  o f  education  

th e ir  daughters need, among three r e l ig io n s .  M ajority  o f  

the Hindu and C hristian  mothers p re ferred  th e ir  daughters to  

get education  upto graduation, where as secondary education  

was p re ferred  by Muslim m others. Another s ig n if ic a n t  fin d in g  

i s  none o f  the educated C h ristian  parents preferred  to  educate 

th e ir  daughter upto primary or  secondary school l e v e l .

And in  con trast to  parents o f  o th er  two r e l ig io n s ,  C hristian  

educated parents p referred  to send th e ir  daughter fo r  

p ost-gradu ation  and fu rth er  s tu d ies .

D ifferen ce  i s  a lso  observed w ith regard to  the fa th ers  

op in ion s on the education  o f  daughter, as m a jority  o f  Hindu 

and C hristian  fa th ers  p referred  the graduation o f  th e ir  

daughter than those o f  Muslims who p re ferred  secondary sch oo l 

education  o f  th e ir  daughters.

Education does in flu en ce  the a ttitu d e  o f  the parents 

on th e ir  d au ghter 's  education  as educated mothers p referred  

to  have b e tte r  education  fo r  th e ir  daughters ir r e s p e c t iv e  

o f  r e l ig io n s .  This fin d in g  is  s im ilar to  the fin d in g  o f  

Shah and Nagia (1933) on "a tt itu d e  o f  m others' on g i r l ' s  

education" which revealed  that there i s  s ig n if ic a n t  r e la t io n  

between education al le v e l  o f  mother and dau ghter 's  education .
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Where as in  the case o f  fa th e rs , no d if fe r e n c e  was 

observed between i l l i t e r a t e  and l i t e r a t e  Hindus, But 

among Muslims, i l l i t e r a t e  fa th ers  p re ferred  to  have th e ir  

daughter educated upto secondary sch oo l l e v e l ,  where as 

n early  equal percent o f  educated muslim fa th ers  p referred  

secondary sch oolin g  and graduation. Among C h ris tia n s , 

i l l i t e r a t e  fa th ers  p referred  secondary sch oo l education , 

whereas educated fa th ers  p referred  the le v e l  o f  graduation 

o r  p ost-grad u ation ,

b . P arents1 view s about the u t i l i t y  value o f  money spent 

on g i r l ' s  edu cation ?

CSWB rep ort on "N ational con ference on women and 

Development" (1979) p o in ts  out the main reasons fo r  h igh  

drop -ou t ra te  o f  g i r l s  from sch oo ls  is  that many parents 

f e e l  g i r l ' s  education  as f u t i l e ,  s in ce  she i s  not going 

to  earn and support fa m ily . Table VI shows us the present 

fe e l in g s  o f  parents on u t i l i t y  value o f  money spent on 

g i r l ' s  education .
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TABLE VI

PARENTS' OPINION ABOUT MONEY SPENT ON GIRL'S EDUCATION

(in  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No* Opinion

I l l i *
N-25

Edu*
N-25

I l l i
N-25

Edu
N-25

I l l i
N-25

Edu
N-25

a* Not recovera b le  and
• mere waste

b* Never u se less  and bear

52 28 56 16 32 4

f r u i t s  in  fu ture 

c .  Has the same value as

36 68 32 56 56 36

spending on b o y 's
education

d* Amounts to  a large  
so a g i r l  need not

sum
go

4 8 24 52

fo r  h igher stu d ies 8 4 4 4 12 8

iiiiiiiiiiniiniiiiii ^ .  — _ _ _  _ _ —  _  _ = = = _  = —  — = = — ■

* Note = I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  group 

Edu = Educated group

D ifferen ce  in  r e l ig io n  and education  i s  seen with regard 

to the amount o f  money spent on the g i r l ' s  education , as 

i l l i t e r a t e  Hindus and Muslims consider i t  as a waste* But 

educated group o f  the three r e l ig io n s  opined that the money spent 

would never go waste and i t  would bear f r u i t s  in  fu tu re . G enerally 

C hristians are broad minded as they f e l t  that educating g ir l s  

has the same value as that o f  b oys , thus revea lin g  the fa c t  that
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education  has i t ' s  e f f e c t  on changing the a tt itu d e  o f  

parents* Only a very  few , ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and 

education  f e l t  that fo r  educating g i r l s  a la rge  sum is  

e s s e n t ia l  so the g i r l s  need not be sent fo r  h igher s tu d ie s . 

This fin d in g  i s  in  accordance w ith the statement o f  

Doriaswamy (1975) who stated  th a t , there i s  a prevalen t 

n otion  among men and women that education  o f  a g i r l  i s  a 

luxu ry , which can be indulged when other p r io r i t i e s  have 

been met*

c .  E ffo r ts  to  be taken to  educate g i r l s  in  parents* op in io n »

Irre sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n ,  m a jority  o f  the parents 

expressed that parents have to  take more e f f o r t s  in  educating 

a son than a daughter. But there i s  con siderab le  d if fe r e n c e  

between i l l i t e r a t e  and educated parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  

r e l ig io n ,  that they f e l t  le s s  need fo r  taking more e f f o r t s  

in  educating a son*

When the parents were asked fo r  the reasons fo r  th e ir  

op in ion , the Hindu parents f e l t  that a fte r  education , boys 

should go fo r  Jobs and support fa m ily . In  expressing th is  

reason  a lso  there i s  wide d if fe r e n c e  between parents o f  the 

th fee  r e l ig io n s ,  that a l l  the Muslims and m a jority  o f  the 

C hristians expressed th is  reason . Education does n ot have 

any in flu en ce  over the parents, expressing reasons except 

that o f  i l l i t e r a t e  muslims*
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d . P aren ts1 op in ion  about su ita b le  courses f o r  th e ir  daughters

The present tendency in  our s o c ie ty  i s  that there i s  

no d iscr im in a tion  o f  sex in  o f fe r in g  su ita b le  courses o f  

education , because nov-a ,days they are assuming d if fe r e n t  s o c ia l  

r o le s .  Table V ll  g iv es  a d e ta ile d  op in ion  o f  parents about 

su ita b le  courses f o r  fem ale ch ild re n .

TABLE VII

PARENTS* OPINION ABOUT SUITABLE COURSES FOR FEMALE CHILDREN

(in  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No. Opinion

I l l i *  Edu* I l l i  Edu I l l i  Edu
N-25 N-25 N-25 N-25 N-25 N-25

a. Female ch ild ren  are 
not capable o f
taking sc ien ce  group 20

b . P ro fe ss io n a l courses 
are not su ita b le  
because they take
long time to  f in is h  36

c .  I t  i s  b e tte r  to  leave
ch o ice  to  daughter to  
s e le c t  the courses 36
fo r  h e r s e l f

d . Daughters can go fo r
any course they l ik e  8

-  20 4 24

32 40 4  12  4

44 32 80 32 52

24 8 12 32 44

* Note s I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu = Educated group



6 0

Parents o f  Hindu and Muslim r e lig io n s  f e l t  that 

p ro fe ss io n a l courses are not su ita b le  fo r  g i r l s  and they 

cannot go fo r  any course as they! l ik e ,  but C hristian 

mothers never agreed to  i t .  Educated parents f e l t  that 

i t  i s  b e tte r  to  leave i t  to  the g i r l s  to  se le cte d  the 

course as they thought that g i r l s  cou ld  go fo r  any course 

they  l ik e .  Thus education  i s  found to  be in flu en cin g  

the op in ion  o f  parents o f  the three r e l ig io n s  and o f  

educated and non-educated,

e ,  Type o f  c o l le g e  preferred  by parents* to  jo in  th e ir  

daughters!

Ir re s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  sex and edu cation al l e v e l ,  

the parents f e l t  that th e ir  daughter must jo in  in  women's 

c o l le g e .  I l l i t e r a t e  muslim parents exceeded other two 

r e l ig io u s  groups as cent percent supported the idea o f  

dau ghter's  Join ing in  women's c o l le g e .  Among the parents 

who p referred  to  jo in  daughters in  co -ed u ca tion  c o l le g e s ,  

there i s  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  and 

educated parents o f  muslims and C h ristia n s , Among i l l i t e r a t e  

parents no muslim parent p re ferred  a co -ed u ca tion  c o lle g e  

but i t  was 16 percent among C hristians and 12 per cent 

among Hindus,
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D. Friends o f  a daughter

a* Parents* op in ion  about frien d sh ip s  o f  a daughter

The n otion  too  common in  Indian homes i s  that

the honour o f  the fam ily  r e s ts  squarely upon the 

g i r l s  (K ala, 1975). So s t r i c t  v i g i l  i s  kept on the 

a c t iv i t i e s  o f  daughter with the hope o f  p ro tectin g  

her from every an g le . Table V III g ives the p aren ts ' 

op in ion  about fr ie n d s  and her r e la t io n  w ith them*
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PARHtTS • OPINION ABOUT FRIENDS OF A DAUGHTER

TABLE V I I I

O l

Hindus Muslims C h ristians
S .No • Aspect

I l l i * 1 Edu* m i Edu I l l i Edu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a . Giving f u l l  freedom
to  s e le c t  fr ie n d s

Mother - 68 72 48 60 80 88

Father - 60 76 40 56 68 68

b . Allowing g i r l s  to  go out
with boys «• •• 8 16

_ • Giving equal amount o fe pocket money as l ik e  a son. 84 96 60 88 76 88

d . Allowing t o  have fr ien d s
in  boys 8 20 4 28 32 48

(* * )*

H .I . Vs H.E. H .I . Vs M. I . H.E. Vs M.E.
(7 .0 6 3 )**  (3 .4 4 8 )** (3 .8 2 8 )**

M .I. Vs M.B. H .I. Vs C. I . H.E. Vs C.E.
(13 .363 )**  (12 .24 5 )** (12.064)i**

C .I .  Vs C.E. M .I. Vs C. I . M.E, Vs C.E.
(6 . 66)**  (14 .89 4 )**  (8 .4 0 3 )**

* Note s t t  
*♦

1 1 1 1
Edu

t u t
t * t**o f s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  proportion s 
: S ig n ifica n t  at 1 per cent le v e l  
* I l l i t e r a t e  group 
s Educated group
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Compared to  mothers o f  Hindu and Muslim  r e l ig io n s ,  

C hristian  mothers are more w il l in g  to  give freedom to  

daughter to  s e le c t  th e ir  fr ien d s  as they l ik e .  Not much 

d if fe r e n c e  i s  seen with regard to  fathers* op in ion  about 

th e ir  daughters* fr ien d sh ip  pattern  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n .  

But educated fa th ers  seem to  be l i t t l e  l ib e r a l  than those 

o f  i l l i t e r a t e s .  The op in ion  o f  fa th e rs ' and mothers' 

a lso  do not seem to  d i f f e r .  With respect to  a llow ing 

daughters to  have fr ien d s  in  boys there is  s ig n if ic a n t  

d if fe r e n c e  between r e l ig io n s  and a lso  the educational l e v e l  

o f  parents. C h ristian  parents are more w il l in g  to  have 

fr ie n d s  in  boys than those o f  Muslims and Hindus. But there 

i s  s ig n if ic a n t  change between i l l i t e r a t e  and educated 

parents in  each r e l ig io n  as the i l l i t e r a t e  parents were not 

fo r  a h eterosexua l frien dsh ip  o f  th e ir  daughter. Even 

when they were asked whether they would a llow  th e ir  

daughter to  go out with boys, on ly few C hristian  parents 

(8  per cent i l l i t e r a t e  and 16 per cenb educated) poin ted  out 

that they would d o , thus bringing a s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  

in  the op in ion  o f  parents in  th is  a sp ect.

S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  i s  a lso  seen among the three 

r e l ig io n s  and education  with regard to  the pocket money 

given to  daughters and sons. M a jority  o f  the Hindu parents 

seemed to  have given the same amount o f  pocket money as l ik e  

a son follow ed  by C hristians and Muslims. Educated parents 

have given the same amount compared to  the i l l i t e r a t e  parents.
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b . Reasons fo r  n ot g iv in g  freedom to  g ir l s  to  s e le c t  fr ie n d s »

Some o f  the parents d id  not g ive any freedom to  

s e le c t  fr ie n d s . When they were asked reasons fo r  i t ,  the 

fo llow in g  were expressed . Muslim educated parents ex ce lle d  

the parents o f  oth er two r e l ig io n s  in  g iv in g  the reasons 

that they do not l ik e  g ir ls  having fr ie n d s  in  oth er castes  

and r e l ig io n s .  The i l l i t e r a t e  parents (24  per cen t) f e l t  

that the g i r l s  w i l l  become arrogant and over co n fid e n t, which 

might lead to  other problem s. Almost equal nunber o f  

i l l i t e r a t e  Hindu (12 per cent) and C hristian  (12 per cen t) 

parents and a s l ig h t ly  h igher number o f  i l l i t e r a t e  Muslim 

parents (16  per cent) opined that g ir ls  are innocent and 

so they are n ot capable o f  s e le c t in g  th e ir  own fr ie n d s .

c .  Reasons f o r  not allow ing daughters to  have fr ie n d s  in  boys*

The h etero -sexu a l fr ien d sh ip s  and c lo s e  movement are 

s t r i c t ly  condemned in  our s o c ie t y . There i s  su btle  change 

in  the re la tio n sh ip  o f  g i r l s  with boys in  recen t p a st .

Table IX shows the reasons fo r  which parents fea r  to  allow  

daughters to  have fr ien d s  in  boys.
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TABLE IX

REASONS FOR NOT ALLOWING DAUGHTERS TO HAVE FRIENDS IN BOYS

(In  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No,, Reasons

I l l i *  Edu* I l l i  Edu I l l i Edu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a . S o c ie ty  does not accept
i t 36 24 48 8 24 24

b. People ta lk  bad about
g ir l s  on ly 16  4 40 40 20 20

c • Brings defame to  fam ily  40 52 8 24 24 8

( t t ) *
Hal. Vs H.E. Hal • Vs M .I. H.E. Vs M.E.
(4 .9 2 )* * (1 3 .0 6 )** (1 1 .7 7 )**

M .I. Vs M.E. H .I . Vs C .I . H.E. Vs C.E.
(8 .9 1 )* * (6 .9 9 )* * (2 4 .0 4 )**

C .I . Vs C.E. M .I. Vs C .I . M.E. Vs C.E.
(8 .9 2 )* * (8 .9 1 )* * (8 .9 1 )* *

* Notes t t : * t* t e s t  o f s ig n ifica n ce  o f  p roportions
**s S ig n ifica n t at 1  per cent le v e l

I H i t I l l i t e r a t e  igroup

Edus Educated group

Around 50 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  M uslim 'parents expressed 

that s o c ie ty  does not accept that p ra c t ic e  than Hindu and C hristian
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p aren ts , among whom n ot much d iffe re n ce  was seen.

M ajority  o f  the Muslim parents had expressed the reason 

th at others would ta lk  bad about the g ir l s  on ly  and not

much d iffe r e n c e  was Observed between the educated and 

i l l i t e r a t e  parents.

I r re sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education  a l l  the 

parents had f e l t  that i f  the daughters are allow ed to  have 

fr ie n d s  in  b oys , i t  would bring defame to  th e ir  fam ily  and 

s t a t i s t i c a l ly  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  was observed 

among r e lig io n s  and educated groups. Compared to  Muslim 

and C h ristian  educated parents more Hindu parents had a 

fe e l in g  that i t  brings defame to the fam ily .

B. P a rtic ip a t io n  o f  the daughter in  household work

Gupta (1986) observes that when her broth ers are 

p lay in g  around, the g i r l  i s  taught to  do household work, 

s t i t c h ,  k n it  and cook and everything to  make her a good 

w ife  and an e f f i c i e n t  mother o f  h er .

With a s l ig h t  d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  parents 

and educated p aren ts , ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n ,  a l l  o f  them 

(more than 90 per cen t) expressed that a g i r l  must learn  

household work along with, her education .
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a. Reasons given by parents fo r  tra in in g  daughter 

In household work along with her education*

U sually people say that whatever be the edu cation al 

l e v e l  and employment p o s it io n  o f  a woman, she has to 

cook  and serve the fam ily  a fte r  marriage* Supporting th is  

statement Table X g ives the reasons expressed by parents 

fo r  tra in in g  a g i r l  in  household work.

TABLE X

REASONS FOR TRAINING IN HOUSEHOLD WORK ALONG WITH HER EDUCATION

( in  percentage)

S.No* Reason
Hindus Muslims C h ristian s

I l l i *  Edu* I l l i  Edu I l l i  Bdu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a* To f u l f i l  her r o le
e f f e c t iv e ly  a fte r  
marriage 44 48 24 12 24 48

b* To h e lp  mother in  
household chores 16 4 32 12 24 -

c* Every g i r l  should know 4 12 16 12 23 16

d* I t  i s  tr a d it io n  and 
cu ltu re 24 - 8 36 3 4

e* Mother w i l l  be blamed 
a fte r  marriage by 
in -law s otherw ise 3 3 4 8 mm 8

Note: I l l i *  I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu s Educated group
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Some In terestin g  reasons were given by the parents 

fo r  g ir l s  learn ing  household work along with her education*

Education appears to  have an impact on the op in ion  

o f  mothers ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n * Equal percentage

o f  educated parents in  Hindu and C h ristian  r e l ig io n s  f e l t  

that i t  i s  necessary to  f u l f i l  her r o le  e f f e c t iv e ly  a fte r  

marriage* Among i l l i t e r a t e s o n ly  Hindu parents have 

expressed th is  reason more than th e ir  counterparts in  

oth er r e lig io n s *

To help  mother in  household chores has been 

expressed more by i l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  Muslim r e l ig io n  

compared to  C h ristian  and Hindu r e l ig io n s .  Education 

does p lay an important r o le  in  the parents expressing the 

other reasons such as i t  is  t r a d it io n  and cu ltu re  and 

every g i r l  must know the household work*

b. A daughter is  more h e lp fu l to  a mother than to  her fa th e r i

Parents e s p e c ia lly  mother depends on the em otional 

support o f  daughter (K ala, 1975). And the conmon concept 

Is  that a g i r l  i s  more h e lp fu l to  mother than to  a fa th er  

(supported by more than 80 per cent o f  a l l  groups o f  p a ren ts ). 

The main reasons fo r  crea tin g  such concept are g iven  in  

the Table XI*
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TABLE XI

REASONS GIVEN TO ASS BIT GIRL IS MORE HELPFUL TO MOTHER THAN
TO HER FATHER

( in  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No. Reasons

I l l i * Edu* I l l i Edu I l l i Edu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a . She on ly  knows the
household work 40 36 44 43 40 24

b. I t  i s  t r a d it io n a lly
observed 20 12 3 32 28 16

c .  She spends more time
at home with mother 16 32 4 4 24 40

d . Father depends on sons 12 - 8 4 8 4

e . G ir ls  are not allowed
to  go out and work - — 36 12 - —

♦Note * I l l i  s I l l i t e r a t e  group 

Edu t Educated group

To support the statement that g i r l . is  more h e lp fu l to  

mother than to  her fa th e r , the main reason given by m a jority  o f  the 

parents (around 40 per cen t) o f  i l l i t e r a t e  group o f  three r e l ig io n s  

i s  the daughters on ly  know household work. With regard to  the 

oth er reason that i t  i s  t r a d it io n a lly  observed , that a g i r l  can 

alone h elp  the mother, Hindu and C h ristian  i l l i t e r a t e  parents
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expressed th is  more than those o f  musllms. The reason , 

daughter spends more time at home w ith mother was expressed 

by many o f  the educated parents o f  Hindu and C hristian  

groups, thus bringing in  the d if fe r e n c e  o f  education  and 

r e l ig io n .

F . Employment o f  a daughter:

T ra d it ion a l a ttitu d e s  toward women taking up jobs 

and p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  fa m ilia l  and s o c ie ty  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

co n s t itu te  a major problem in  women's h igher education  and 

in  th e ir  economic and s o c ia l  development (Devadas, 1979).

Here the views o f  parents ' toward daughters' employment 

and the consequences o f  taking up a job  are d iscu ssed .

a . Parents' op in ion  about employment o f  daughter and su ita b le  
p ro fess ion s  f o r  fem ales

Economic p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  women in  fa m ily  ^nd a lso  

in  s o c ie ty  i s  the eventual step which can a b o lish  the 

d iscr im in a tiv e  a ttitu d es  o f  people toward ch ild re n . Table XII 

g ives the paren ts ' op in ion  about taking up a jo b  b e fore  

marriage and a lso  the su ita b le  p ro fess ion s  fo r  women 

to  en ter .
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An in te re stin g  fin d in g  is  that m others, ir r e s p e c t iv e  

o f  r e l ig io n  and education , on an average exceeded fa th ers 

in  having a p o s it iv e  a ttitu d e  toward allow ing daughter to  

enter job  be fore  m arriage.

Compared to  the Hindu and C hristian  i l l i t e r a t e  and 

educated groups, the two groups o f  muslims showed le s s  

favourable a ttitu d e  toward females* employment but i t  is  

ev ident that almost there i s  s ig n if ic a n t  change in  th e ir  

op in ion  due to  education , because the percentage o f  

educated muslims' response i s  almost double to  that o f  

i l l i t e r a t e  groups*

Education had i t s  Impact in  case o f  Hindus and 

C h ristians a lso  because the d iffe r e n c e  o f  response between 

i l l i t e r a t e s  and educated groups o f  these r e l ig io n s  i s  

s ig n if ic a n t  and noteworthy*

The s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lysis  o f  the responses o f  both 

m others' and fathers* showed a very  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  

d if fe r e n c e  between the r e lig io n s  and a lso  between the 

i l l i t e r a t e  and educated groups o f  the same r e l ig io n  and 

a lso  between d if fe r e n t  r e lig io n s *

Coming to  the type o f  occupations p re ferred  by 

mothers and fa th e r s , teach ing p ro fe ss io n  i s  the one h ig h ly
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p referred  by a l l  groups o f  p eop le . They f e l t  that 

female members fa c e le s s  problems In  teaching pro fession *  

Compared to  oth er r e lig io n s  Hindu group and a lso  educated 

C hristians responded to  th is  ch o ice  m ostly .

A n oticea b le  d iffe r e n c e  i s ,  compared to  fa th e rs , 

mothers f e l t  that teaching profession as more su ita b le  

to  fem ales except incase o f  illitera te  group o f  Christians.

The second occupation  p re ferred  i s  p ro fe s s io n a l 

job  such as d o c to r , engineer and so on. Compared to 

i l l i t e r a t e  groups, educated groups from three r e l ig io n s ,  

prefered  p ro fe ss io n a l occupations b e tte r .

b . Reasons given by parents fo r  allow ing daughter to  take 

up J ob s ,b e fore  m arriage?

Table X III g ives a c le a r  p ic tu re  o f  reasons given 

by parents to  a llow  daughter to  take up job  b e fore  marriage*
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REASONS GIVEN FOR ALLOWING DAUGHTER TO TAKE UP JOB BEFORE MARRIAGE

TABLE X I I I

( in  percentage)

S.No. Reasons
Hindus Muslims C h ristians

I IIP Edu* I H i Edu I l l i Edu
N=25 N=25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a . She can en joy  l i f e  
and become more 
con fiden t 8 3 4 20 8 20

b. She can pass time 
b e fore  marriage 20 8 4 4 12 -

c .  For economic purpose 12 16 4 4 8 4

d # Helps her f o r  b etter  
l iv in g  a ft e r  marriage 12 4 8 4 4 8

e . Gives her status and
can lead independently 24 32 4 20 3 36

( t t )  H .I . Vs H.E. H.I . Vs M .I. H.E. Vs M.E.
( 3 .6 5 ) * * (1 1 .6 3 )** (5 .5 8 )* *

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(1 0 .0 6 )**

M.I
( 8 .

. Vs C .I .  
94)**

H.E. V3 C.E. 
(1 .7 2 ) NS

C .I .  Vs C.E. 
(1 3 .7 9 )**

M .I. Vs C .I . 
(3 .4 5 )* *

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 6 .3 3 )**

f .  More women are going 
now-a-days

fo r  work 
8 24 8 8 20 16

( t t )  M .I. Vs H.E. 
( 10 . 0 2)**

H .I . Vs M .I. 
(0 ) N.S.

H.E. Vs M.E. 
( 10 . 0 2 )**

H .I. Vs M.E. 
(0 ) N.S.

H .I . Vs C .I . 
( 8 . 28 ) **

H.E. Vs C.E. 
(4 .0 8 )* *

C .J . Vs C.E. 
(3 .0 1 )**

M.I
( 8 .

. Vs C.L.
28 )**

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(6 .2 9 )* *

* Note s t t  = *t* t e s t  o f  s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  p roportions
** = S ig n ifica n t  a t  1 per cent le v e l

♦ = S ig n ifica n t  5 per cent le v e l
N.S. = Not S ig n ifica n t

I l l i = I l l i t e r a t e
group

Edu = Educated
group
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With regard to  the reasons fo r  a llow ing daughter 

to  take up a jo b , the f i r s t  reason expressed was 

employment g ives  daughter a status and she can lead 

an independent l i f e .  When s t a t i s t i c a l ly  analysed, the values 

showed that there was h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between 

the i l l i t e r a t e  and l i t e r a t e  group o f  same r e l ig io n  and 

a lso  that o f  other r e l ig io n s .  Except between Hindu 

educated and C h ristian  educated groups, other two sets  o f  

educated groups showed h ig ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e .

This g ives  us the o v e r a ll  p ic tu r e , that education  has i t s  

Impact on changing the a t t itu d e .

The second reason is  daughter can take up job  because 

more women nov-a-days are going fo r  employment compared t o  

musllms more percent o f  Hindu and C hristian  educated groups 

gave th is  reason. The an a lysis  o f  the data shows a very  

h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between three re lig io n s  and 

between i l l i t e r a t e  and l i t e r a t e  groups.

And a lso  around 20 per cent o f  Muslim educated parents 

and the same percentage o f  educated C hristians f e l t  that 

daughter can en joy  l i f e  and become more con fid en t. Around 

20 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  Hindu parents f e l t  that daughter 

can pass time by doing job  b e fore  m arriage.
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A small per cent o f  parents a lso  to ld  that they are 

a llow ing daughter fo r  economic purpose which means that 

she can in  turn help  the parents by earning s&me amount 

o f  money. And a few parents a lso  f e l t  th a t , job  helps 

her daughter to  lead b e tte r  l i f e  a fte r  m arriage.

c .  P reference 6f  boys fo r  employed g ir ls

Gupta (1986) says that even when the g i r l s  become 

teach ers and d o c to r s , i t  i s  because, now-a-days bridegrooms 

p re fe r  earning b r id e s .

There i s  qu ite  a d iffe r e n c e  between r e l ig io n s  and 

a lso  i l l i t e r a t e  and educated groups o f  the sample in  

g iving th e ir  op in ion  about g ettin g  su ita b le  partners 

f o r  an employed daughter.

M ostly cent per cent C hristian  parents and more than 

90 per cent o f  Hindu parents and 92 per cent o f  educated 

Muslims opined that now-a-days bridegrooms p re fe r  to  marry

an educated and employed b rid es , on ly  32 per cen t o f  

i l l i t e r a t e  Muslim parents f e l t  th a t , i t  i s  not so in  th e ir  

r e l ig io n .

The parents were a lso  asked to  s p e c ify  the reasons 

fo r  the boys p re fe rr in g  educated and employed g i r l s  

now -a-days. The parents gave some in te re s t in g  reasons 

which are shown in  Table XIV.
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TABLE XIV

REASONS FOR BOYS TO PREFER EDUCATED AND EMPLOYED GIRLS

( in  percentage)liIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII = ~ — = = == = = = = = = ' = = = = iiniiiiiiii

Hindus Muslims Chri stian s
S.No. Reasons

I l l i * Edu * I l l i Edu I l l i Edu

a . Due to  changing trends 28 24 20 36 28 28

b . They can become 
e f f i c i e n t  wives 16 8 20 4 12 28

c .  S e lf is h  and money 
minded 4 8 12 8 4 4

d .
( t t ) *  For b e tte r  s o c ia l  

status and b righ t 
fu tu re 20 40 4 32 28 4

H .I .  Vs H 'B . 
(8 .9 3 )* *

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(14*39)**

C .I .  Vs C.E. 
(3 3 .3 6 )**

H .I . Vs M .I.
(1 0 .0 5 )**

H .I . Vs C .I . 
(1 .9 1 ) N.S.

M .I. Vs C .I .
( 6 . 68)**

H.E. Vs M.E. 
(3 .4 0 )* *

H.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 7 .7 3 )**

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 4 .8 9 )**

e For dual purpose (fam ily  
( t t )  l i f e  and economic 

support)
H .I . Vs H.E. 
(4 .0 8 )* *
M .I. Vs M.E. 
(0 )  N .S.
C .I . Vs C.E. 
(3 .5 1 )* *

24
H .I. Vs M .I. 
(6 .3 8 )* *
H .I . Vs C .I . 
(1 .8 6 ) N.S.
M .I. Vs C .I .
( 8 . 2 1 )**

16 12

H.E. Vs M.E. 
(2 .3 7 )*

H.E. Vs C.E. 
(9 .3 0 )* *
M.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 1 .4 3 )**

12  28 36

* Notes t t s  ' t* t e s t  o f  s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  proportion s 
*♦ s S ig n ifica n t at 1 per cent le v e l

* : S ig n ifica n t  at 5 per cent le v e l
N .S.s Not S ig n ifica n t  I l l i s  I l l i t e r a t e  group

Edu: Educated group
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The parents who accepted the statement that the 

boys now-a-days p re fe r  educated and employed g i r l s  gave 

some in te re s tin g  and com pelling reasons fo r  such an 

a t t itu d in a l  change o f  the boys*

The f i r s t  reason being the changing trends and 

changing times did not show d iffe r e n c e  among three 

r e l ig io n s  and education al group*

The other meaningful reason given by parents i s  

fo r  the b e tte r  s o c ia l  status and brigh t future* Here 

the d if fe r e n c e  between the i l l i t e r a t e s  and educated is  

h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  apd a lso  among three r e lig io u s  groups. 

Dual purpose i . e .  f o r  fam ily  l i f e  and economic purposes 

was the other reason given by the sample. The s t a t i s t i c a l  

an a lysis  shows s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  between r e l ig io n  

and edu cation , except between l i t e r a t e  and i l l i t e r a t e  

Muslim parents*

d . F orcing daugh ter to  leave  the Job fo r  the sake o f  the 
bridegroom

There i s  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated parents o f  same r e l ig io n  in  g iv in g  the 

response that i s  they w i l l  fo r c e  the daughter to  leave 

jo b ,  i f  in  case the boy does not l ik e  an employed daughter*
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I l l i t e r a t e  and educated (84 per cen t) e x ce lle d  th e ir  

counterparts o f  other r e lig io n s  in  g iv ing the above 

mentioned response. The main reason they expressed was 

leav in g  a good match fo r  the sake o f  a sim ple Job i s  red icu lou s 

and not a p p recia b le . There were many parents (around 

40 per cen t) who to ld  they would not fo r c e  daughter and 

i t  i s  unreasonable to  fo rce  h er.

G. Marriage o f  the daughter

a . Id e a l age at marriage fo r  daughters}

Bhattacharya (1977) opines that to  improve the 

status o f  women the fa th er  should see to that th e ir  daughters 

are not married o f f  be fore  they are se lf-d ep en d en t. Table XV 

shows the parents5view about id e a l age at marriage fo r  

daughters.
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S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  i s  observed here between 

i l l i t e r a t e  and educated fa th ers  and m others. In Hindu 

r e l ig io n  not much d if fe r e n c e  could be seen between the 

fa th ers  and mothers o f  both the educated group as m a jority  

f e l t  13-2o years as id e a l age fo r  marriage. Around 

32 per cent f e l t  21-23 years as id e a l  age fo r  marriage*

I t  is  r e a l ly  encouraging to  see that more than 

70 per cent o f  educated parents in  C hristian  group f e e l  

21-23 years as the r ig h t age f o r  marriage fo r  g i r l s .

Not much d if fe r e n c e  was observed between fa th ers and mothers 

in  th is  regard , ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education .

The very  s tr ik in g  fea tu re  seen here i s  the parents 

who are fe e l in g  the age o f  15-17 years as the id e a l  age 

fo r  marriage are extrem ely high in  ouslim  i l l i t e r a t e  group 

and a lso  there is  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between the 

i l l i t e r a t e  and educated group o f  musllms, where the la te r  

do not accept i t  as r ig h t  age to  a greater ex ten t. M a jority  

o f  the educated parents f e l t  18 -2 0  years as id e a l age f o r  

m arriage.

Thus a l l  the fin d in gs  noted above show that there i s  

wide d if fe r e n c e  between r e l ig io n s  in  the concept o f  id e a l 

age at marriage fo r  g ir l s  and a lso  education  has s ig n if ic a n t  

in flu en ce  on parents* a ttitu d e  in  postponing the age at 

marriage o f  th e ir  daughters.

\
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b. Daughter i s  an economic l i a b i l i t y  on the fa m ily :

A row o f  daughters u su a lly  evokes p ity  in  the minds 

o f  fr ie n d s  and r e la t iv e s  and worry in  the minds o f  parents, 

who have daughters, because each daughter means a heavy 

expenditure on the fam ily  (Vimala 1987)*

There i s  wide d iffe r e n c e  between the i l l i t e r a t e  and 

educated parents o f  three r e l ig io n s  in  th e ir  op in ion  about 

a daughter who i s  an economic l i a b i l i t y  on the fam ily . 

E ighty e igh t per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  Hindus and a lso  

i l l i t e r a t e  mu3llm s expressed i t  against 64 per cent and 

54 per cent o f  educated parents r e s p e c t iv e ly . And in  

C h ristian  community a lso  72 per cent o f  the i l l i t e r a t e  

parents f e l t  a daughter as a l i a b i l i t y  against 60 per cent 

o f  educated parents.

The Table XVI g ives the reasons which led  the parents 

to  the n otion  daughter i s  an economic l i a b i l i t y  on fam ily .
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REASONS GIVEN BY PARENTS TO THE CLAUSE .  DAUGHTER IS AN ECONOMIC
LIABILITY ON THE FAMILY

TABLE XVI

( in  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C h ristians
• No* Reasons ------  -

I l l i  * 
N.25

Edu*
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

a . More amount o f  dowry 
and marriage expenses 44 36 32 20 16 32

b* No r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
towards parents and 
fam ily  a f t e r  marriage 16 8 28 8 8 -

i • They need more money 
fo r  bringing up and 

marrying o f f 12 16 12 12 24 24

d« She goes away to  
o t h e r 's  fam ily  a fte r  
marriage 4 4 4 8 12 4

e .  L ife  long r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
fo r  parents 12 4 8

♦Note t I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  

Edu = Educated
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Ir re s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and l i t e r a c y  more than 

50 per cent o f  the parents gave the op in ion  that a daughter 

i s  l i a b i l i t y  on the fam ily .

The f i r s t  reason given by parents fo r  g e tt in g  such 

op in ion  about th e ir  daughter i s ,  the in creasin g  amount 

o f  dowry and a ls o  expenses fo r  marriage o f  a daughter 

comes to  a la rge  sum and parents are fe e l in g  inadequate 

to  provide the amount at a time besides th e ir  education al 

expenses. Not much d if fe r e n c e  i s  seen between Hindu 

parents but the d iffe r e n c e  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  between muslim 

and C hristian  parents*

The oth er reasons mentioned such as the need fo r  more 

money fo r  bringing up and marriage do not have much d iffe re n ce  

among r e lig io n s  and education* Few i l l i t e r a t e  parents 

ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  f e l t  that the g i r l  would go to  her 

husband's house and they w i l l  not have any r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  

towards her parents afterwards*

g .  Parents' op in ion  about g iv in g  freedom to  daughter i n  
marriage m atters*

In  the p a st , g i r l  in  our Indian homes is  l e f t  with 

l i t t l e  ch o ice  regarding marriage matters but now the trend 

i s  changing and most o f  the parents seek the g i r l s '  op in ion  

and w illin g n e s s . Table XVII g ives the present views o f  parents 

on g iv in g  freedom to  a daughter in  marriage m atters.
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CONCEPTIONS OF PARENTS• ON GIVING FREEDOM TO DAUGHTERS IN MARRIAGE
MATTERS

TABLE X V II

(In  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No. Opinion I l l i * Edu* I l l i Edu I l l i Edu

N.25 N•25 N. 25 N.25 N,► 25 N.25

A* D* A D A D A D A D A D

a. Giving f u l l  freedom 
to  say her op in ion
regarding
bridegroom 60 40 80 20 56 44 80 20 56 44 96 4

b . Parents should 
take consent o f
daughter be fore  
f ix in g  a match 96 4 96 4 88 12 92 8 80 20 92 8

c . Accepting 
dau ghter 's
ch o ice  regarding 
bridegroom 36 64 36 64 76 24 24 76 36 64 32 68

d . G ir l 's  op in ion  
need not be
considered 
because she 
knows l i t t l e 8 92 4 96 24 76 4 96 20 80 16 84

= =

* Notes I l l i  s I l l i t e r a t e  group A: Agree
Edu : Educated group Ds Disagree

Educated parents from three r e l ig io n s  showed much d if fe r e n c e  

compared to  i l l i t e r a t e  group o f  parents, in  g iv ing  the op in ion  that 

they w i l l  g ive f u l l  freedom to  daughter to say her op in ion  regarding
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bridegroom . Not much d if fe r e n c e  was n o tice a b le  between 

three r e l ig io n s •

Irre sp e c t iv e  o f  education  and r e l ig io n  the parents 

opined that they should get the consent o f  th e ir  daughters 

b e fore  f ix in g  the m arriage. Compared to  i l l i t e r a t e  Muslim 

and C h ristian  r e l ig io n s ,  more percent o f  educated parents 

are n ot w il lin g  to  accept daughters* ch o ice  regarding 

bridegroom 's s e le c t io n , because i t  i s  not acceptab le  s o c ia l ly ,  

sometimes i f  they s e le c t  the groom from other c a s t e /r e l ig io n .
to

No d iffe r e n c e  is  seen with regard^parents' op in ion  between 

Hindu and C h ristian  parents.

For the con cep tion , " g i r l 's  op in ion  need not be 

considered  because she knows l i t t l e  about p eop le " , on ly  few 

parents agreed to  i t  and m a jority  wanted to  take the consent 

o f  daughter and g ive  her f u l l  freedom to  t e l l  her op in ion  

regarding marriage partner.

d . Paying dowry f o r  a bridegroom :

Prasad (1987) says that eventhough peopl^oppose dowry, 

almost a l l  o f  them could be found p ra ct ic in g  i t .  This i s  one 

o f  the reasons, why the movement against dowry d id  not gain 

ground *
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Here the parents from the three major r e lig io n s  

expressed th e ir  fe e l in g  about paying dowry to  the bridegroom 

at the time o f  m arriage. M ajority  o f  the Hindu parents,

(84 per cent o f  both i l l i t e r a t e  and educated) expressed 

that parents must pay dowry to  the bridegroom s. And a lso  

around 60 per cent i l l i t e r a t e  Muslims and C hristians 

f e l t  the same. But i t  i s  surprising  to  note that on ly  

28 per cent o f  educated C hristians supported that n otion  

and the r e s t  s t r i c t l y  opposed the p ra c t ice  o f  dowxy.

From the R astog i*s (1983) study, i t  was a lso  found 

that 44 per cent o f  respondents from lower c la ss  and 

13 per cent o f  middle c la s s  and 6 per cent o f  the upper c la s s  

were found to  be in  favour o f  dowry. But th is  favourable 

a ttitu d e  towards dowry is  not voluntary but a compulsive 

one because o f  the stru ctu re  o f  s o c ie ty .

Marwah (1932) exp la in s th a t , dowry has deep economic 

con n ota tion s. The parents o f  boy consider that the money 

spent on the education  o f  the son as an investment and the 

amount o f  dowry rece ived  is  considered as a compensation 

to  the amount spent on boy* s education . Here Table XVII 

g ives  many more such reasons f o r  which the dowry i s  s t i l l  

con tin u in g.
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REASONS FOR PAYING DOWRY

TABLE X V I I I

( in  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C h ristians

S.No. Reasons

a . I t  has become a custom 36

b . Every bridegroom i s
demanding 20

c .  Without dovry a g i r l  
s u ffe rs  in  the inlaws 
hands

d . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  arrange 
( t t )  marriage w ithout dowry 28

Edu* ** I l l i Edu I l l i Edu

36 20 20 16 8

20 16 24 24 16

- 8 - 8 -

28 20 20 12 4

H .I . Vs H.B. H.I . Vs M .I. H.B. Vs M.E.
( 0 ) N .S. (3 . 83) ** (3 .8 3 ) ♦*

M.I • Vs M.E. H.I . Vs C .I . H.E. Vs C.E.
( 0 ) N.s. ( 8 . 16 ) ** (13 .36 ) **

C .I . Vs C.E. M.I . Vs C .I . M.E. vs C.E.
( 6 . 0 2) (4 . 47) ** (10 .05 ) ♦*

* Note s t t :  *t* t e s t  o f  s ig n ifica n ce  o f  p roportions
* * i S ig n ific a n t  at 1 per cent le v e l  
NS* Not S ig n ifica n t  

I l l i t  I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu : Educated group
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Not much d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  and 

educated group o f  Hindu r e l ig io n  and s lig h t  d if fe r e n c e  

between i l l i t e r a t e  and educated group o f  C hristians i s  

seen w ith regard to  the reasons fo r  paying the dowry.

But s lig h t  d if fe r e n c e  is  seen between r e l ig io n s ,  as i t  has 

become a custom has been expressed by more Hindu parents. 

Without dowry i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  arrange marriage has been 

expressed by the parents and not much d iffe r e n c e  i s  seen 

between the educated and i l l i t e r a t e  groups o f  Hindu and 

Muslim r e lig io n s  but d if fe r e n c e  i s  seen between the 

C hristian  groups. S t a t i s t i c a l ly  h i^ ily  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  

i s  a lso  noted between i l l i t e r a t e  group o f  three r e lig io n s  

and educated groups o f  three r e l ig io n s .

e .  Parents1 op in ion  on marriage m atters o f  daughters!

Table XIX revea ls  the parents ' fe e l in g s  on marriage 

dea lin gs and other concerned m atters a fte r  the marriage o f  

the daughter.
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PARENTS' OPINIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE MATTERS OF DAUGHTERS

TABLE XIX

(in percents&e)

S.No. Opinion
Hindus Muslims C h ristians

I l l i * Edu* I l l i Edu I l l i Edu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

D* A D A D A D A D A D

a . Parents have to  fa ce  
econom icj s tress  because 
o f  dowry

b# Daughter always has 
r ig h t  to ask fo r  
anything from parents

c .  Parents have to  take 
care o f  the demands 
o f  daughter and her 
husband a fte r  
marriage

d . She must not take 
anything a ft e r  
marriage

e . Parents have to  fa ce  
problems i f  th e ir  
daughters' marriage 
i s  a fa i lu r e

f .  A g i r l  can remain 
unmarried i f  she 
does not get a 
su ita b le  partner

88 12 92 8 76

84 16 80 20 72

24 76 16  84 44

28 72 36 64 20

100 -  96 4 96

100 100

24 76 24 92 8 68 32

28 84 16 84 16 68 32

56 56 44 16 84 8 92

30 20 80 44 56 16 84

4 63 32 100 -  88 12

100  -  100  -  100  -  100

♦ Notef I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu = Educated group

A = Agree 
D = Disagree



92

Except Incase o f  educated parents o f  C hri3ti§ns 

80 per cent o f  a l l  other groups o f  parents f e l t  that parents 

have to  fa ce  economic s tress  because o f  dowry. And a lso  

equal percent o f  parents f e l t  that daughter has a r ig h t  

to  ask f o r  anything from parents. Education has not shown 

any d if fe r e n c e  o f  op in ion  in  a l l  the three r e l ig io n s .

Except Muslim p arents, above 80 per cent o f  C hristian  

parents disagreed the statement that parents have to  take 

care about the demands o f  daughter and her husband a fte r  

m arriage. Around 40 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  parents and 

56 per cent o f  educated parents in  Muslim r e l ig io n  agreed 

to  take care o f  the demands a fte r  marriage a ls o .

For the op in ion  daughter must not take anything 

a ft e r  m arriage, around 60 per cent o f  parents from the three 

r e l ig io n s  d isa greed . There is  no uniform e f f e c t  o f  education  

on changing th is  op in ion , on parents o f  three r e l ig io n s .

Most o f  the parents in  three r e l ig io n s  opined that 

fa i lu r e  o f  daughters marriage brings problems to  parents 

and here i l l i t e r a t e  group o f  parents exceeded the educated 

parents in  g iv ing  that op in ion .

But no s in g le  parent opined that a g i r l  can remain 

unmarried i f  she does not get a su ita b le  partn er.

\
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f .  Parents1 op in ion  on the custom o f  sending away dauehter 
a fte r  m arriagei

Gupta (1986) observes that g ir ls  in  our homes are 

encouraged to  trea t her parent*s house as a temporary 

residen ce  and with th is  end in  mind her mother brings her up. 

So most o f  the parents are against the p ra c t ice  o f  keeping 

daughter in  paren ts ' house. I r re sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and 

educational status o f  parents more than 70 per cen t o f  the 

parents expressed th a t , i t  i s  our custom to  send her to  

in - la v s ' house and i t  i s  proper p r a c t ic e .

g . Parents* op in ion  on daughters g ettin g  d ivorce  and i t * s  
impact on the fa m ily i

In  our s o c ie t y ,  women approaching fo r  annulement 

o f  h er marriage are not very  much apprecia ted . The p rov is ion s  

o f  personal lavs  regarding d iv orce  are Inadequate and very  

d e fe c t iv e . And a lso  the requirem ents to  get a d iv orce  a lso  

d i f f e r  from r e l ig io n  to r e l ig io n  and in  the same r e lig io n  

these requirements are d i f fe r e n t  fo r  males and fem ales 

(Subbamna 1985).

Table XX g ives the op in ion  o f  parents about daughters 

ge ttin g  d ivorced  and a fte r  e f f e c t s  on fam ily .
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TABLE XX

PARENTS* OPINION ABOUT DAUGHTERS DIVORCE

( in  percentage)

f  Hindus Muslims C hristians

S.No. Opinion I H i*  Edu* I l l i  Edu I l l i  Edu
N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.g5

A* D* A D A D  A D A  D A D

a . Parents should
always lo o k  forward 
fo r  w e ll adjustment 
o f  daughter in  
marriage by a l l
means 100 -  100 -  lOO -  100 -  92 8 100 -

b . I t  i s  always advisab le  
to  support daughter
in  g ettin g  
d iv o rce  i f  the
problem is  severe 92 8 SE8 12 84 16 64 36 64 36 38 12

c .  A d ivorced  daughter 
leaves a permanent 
s o c ia l  stigma on
the fam ily  76 24 64 36 76 24 64 36 44 56 43 52

d • Parents should not 
advise  in  any case 
to  get th e ir
daughter d ivorced  8 9 2  12 88 16 8 4 8  92 4 9 6  4 96

* Note s I l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e  group A s Agree
Edu = Educated group D t Disagree

Cent per cent o f  parents from three r e l ig io n s  agreed that

parents should always look  forward fo r  w e ll  adjustment o f  daughter 

in  marriage by a l l  means.
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I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  to  note that i l l i t e r a t e  parents 

o f  Hindu and Muslim r e lig io n s  are more w illin g  to  support 

daughter in  g e tt in g  d iv orce  i f  the problem i s  severe , 

but i t  i s  Just reverse  in  case o f  C hristians where 

educated parents are more w il l in g  to  support daughter the-n 

i l l i t e r a t e  parents.

M a jority  o f  the i l l i t e r a t e  and l i t e r a t e  parents 

o f  Hindus and Muslims opined that a d ivorced  daughter 

leaves a permanent s o c ia l  stigma on the fa m ily , whereas 

the op in ion  o f  C h ristian  parents i s  ju s t  the re v e rse .

The statement that parents should not advise 

in  any case to get th e ir  daughter d ivorced  was disagreed 

by a l l  the parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education  and r e l ig io n  

which shows that they are w e ll  aware o f  the present 

problems in  the fam ily  l i f e  fo r  which the daughters are not 

resp on sib le  and i f  d iv orce  i s  the on ly  re so rt  to  save 

the dau ghter 's  independence and p restig e  then they should 

n ot h e s ita te  to  do so .

h . V alid  reasons fo r  which a daughter can seek d iv orce  
in  the view o f  parents*

Table XXI g ives the main reasons fo r  which a 

g i r l  can seek d iv orce  w ith the approval o f  parents.
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percentage)

TABLE XXI

IN THE VIEW OF PARENTS' VALID REASONS FOR SEEKING DIVORCB

Hindus Muslims C hristians

S.No . Reasons I l l i *
N.25

Edu* I l l i  Edu 
N.25 N.25 N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

a . Cruel treatment by 
her husband and 
in - la v s 60 36 84 56 36 28

b . Too much dominance 
by husband 20 4 4 - 8 4

c . A ffe c t in g  o f  economic 
independence - - - - 4

d . D iffe ren ce  in  in te re s ts  
and a ttitu d es  which 
leads to  misunderstandings 
and quarrels o fte n  20 60 12 44 56 64

H .I . Vs H.E. 
(1 6 .6 6 )**

H .I . Vs M.I 
(4 .4 7 ) **

• H.E. Vs M.E. 
(6 .5 3 )**

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(1 4 .6 1 )**

H .I. Vs C .I 
(1 5 .0 )  **

• H.E. Vs 
(6 .5 3 )* *

C.E.

C .I .  Vs C.E. M .I. Vs C .I • M.E. Vs C.E.
(16 .66 ) ♦* (1 3 .9 7 ) ** (8 .2 0 )* *

* Notes t t s  't *  t e s t  o f  s ig n if ica n ce  fo r  proportion s
*** S ig n ifica n t  at 1 per cent le v e l

I l l i s  I l l i t e r a t e  group
Edus Educated group
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The w e ll  accepted reason fo r  gettin g  d iv orce  expressed 

by parents I s ,  very  c ru e l treatment by her husband and in-law s* 

More per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e ,  compared to  educated parents 

gave th is  reason and there i s  a lso  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  

between r e l ig io u s  groups a ls o .

The other accepted reason that d iffe re n ce  in  in te re s ts  

and a ttitu d es  which lead to  misunderstandings and quarrels 

a ls o  showed h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  among i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated groups and a lso  among re sp e c tiv e  groups*

And around 20 per cent o f  Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  and a 

few o f  the oth er group o f  parents a lso  expressed the reason 

too  much dominance by husband, as su ita b le  reason fo r  

g e ttin g  d iv o rce .

i * Parents views on settlem ent o f  d ivorced  daughter*

I t  i s  very  d e lic a te  issue in  our s o c ie ty  w hile 

d ecid in g  the settlem ent aspect o f  a d ivorced  daughter*

Table XXII shows parents ' views on settlem ent o f  a divorced, 

daughter.
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TABLE X X II

PARENTS* VIEWS ABOUT SETTLEMENT OF DIVORCED DAUGHTER

(In  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C hristians
S.No. Ways

I 111* 
N.25

Edu*
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

a . Keep her along with 
them 28 32 64 44 40 23

b . E stab lish  separate 
hbme fo r  her 28 8 24 32 32 24

c .  Encourage her to  earn 
sep arate ly  and
become independent 24 36 8 24 24 36

d . Get her married o f f  
to  another su ita b le  
person 20 24 4 - 4 32

* Note t I l l i s  I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu j Educated group

M ajority  o f  the I l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  three r e lig io n s  

p re fe r  to  keep the daughter along w ith them because they f e l t  

i t  as the s a fe s t  way to  .. g ive  f u l l  p ro te c t io n to  th e ir  

daughter. E stab lish in g  a separate home was mentioned more 

by Hindu and Muslim i l l i t e r a t e  paren ts. Around 36 percent o f
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Hindu and C h ristian  educated parents opined that i t  i s  

b e tte r  to  encourage a d ivorced  daughter to  earn. Cent 

per cen t o f  Muslim educated parents a lso  supported the 

above n o tio n .

In  general educated C h ristian  and Hindu parents 

favoured the idea  o f  ge ttin g  th e ir  daughter remarried a fte r  

d iv o r ce . And a lso  there is  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between 

i l l i t e r a t e  C h ristians and educated C hristians in  th e ir  

view o f  rem arriage o f  d ivorced  daughter.

H. Property share fo r  the daughter*

Devi (1987) op ines that parents should implement the 

law in  l e t t e r  and s p ir i t  by g iv ing  equal share to  t h e ir  

daughter along with th e ir  son and p ro te ct  her economic 

independence. But the laws regarding in h eritan ce  r ig h ts  

o f  daughters, d i f f e r  from r e l ig io n  to  r e l ig io n  in  our 

Indian s o c ie ty .

a . Knowledge o f  parents about the laws o f  property  share
o f  daughteri

When asked whether they know the laws regarding 

in h erita n ce , the response from both i l l i t e r a t e  (76 per cen t) 

and educated (76 per cen t) parents in  Hindu r e l ig io n  fo llow ed  by
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40 per cent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  and 72 per cent o f  educated 

parents in  C hristian  community was favou ra b le . But 

I r re sp e c t iv e  o f  education , Muslim parents showed poor 

knowledge about the la v s . This can be a ttr ib u ted  

to  the low exposure o f  women to  communication media 

and r e s t r ic te d  movement o f  muslim women in  s o c ie ty  as 

Josh l & Josh i (1981) p o in ts  out that the Muslim women 

are lagg in g  behind mainly because o f  lack  o f  enlightened 

p u b lic  op in ion  among muslims asking fo r  an improvement 

in  th e ir  s ta tu s .

b. Parents* views about the proper d is t r ib u t io n  o f  property  

among th e ir  ch ild re n »

Parents say that dowry i s  a compensation to  daughters* 

share in  fam ily  property  (Prasad 1987). I t  i s  very  much 

proved in  th e:T able  given below . And other preferred  

ways o f  d is tr ib u t in g  property  are a lso  represented in  

Table XXIII.
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VIEWS OF PARENTS* ON DISTRIBUTING PROPERTY

TABLE X X II I

(j'n  Pftfcenfcv^e)
Hindus Muslims C h ristians

S.No. Ways o f  D is tr ib u tio n

N.25
Edu* I l l i  Edu 
N.25 N.25 N.25

I l l i
N.25

Edu
N.25

a . Small share fo r  daughter
and r e s t  fo r  sons 4 12 36 8 16 8

b« Equal shares fo r  a l l  ch ild ren  48 56 16 48 40 84
( t t )
* H .I* Vs H.E. 

(3*27)**
H .I. Vs M .I. 
(1 3 .9 7 )**

H.E. Vs M.E. 
(3 .2 7 )* *

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(1 3 .9 7 )**

H .I . Vs C .I .  
(3 .2 9 )* *

H.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 2 .5 )* *

C .I .  Vs C.E. 
(1 8 .4 9 )**

M .I. Vs C . I .  
(1 0 .9 1 )**

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(1 5 .5 2 )** •

c .  Dowry fo r  daughter 
shares fo r  sons

and 48 32 48 44 44 8

H .I. Vs H.E. 
(6 .6 6 )* *

H .I . Vs M .I. 
(0 ) N.S.

H.E. Vs M.E. 
(5 .0 4 ) **

M .I. Vs M.E. 
(1 .6 4 ) N.S.

H .I. Vs C .I .  
(1 .6 4 ) N.S.

H.E. Vs C.E. 
(12 .25 ) **

C .I .  Vs C.E. 
(1 6 .7 4 )**

M .I. Vs C .I . 
(1 .6 4 ) NS

M.E. Vs C.E. 
(16 .74 ) **

* Note s t t i  * t ' t e s t  o f  s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  proportion s 
N .S .t Not S ig n ifica n t
** 3 S ig n ifica n t  at 1 per cent le v e l

I l l i  3 I l l i t e r a t e  group 
Edu s Educated group
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When parents were asked, whether they would give 

equal share to a l l  th e ir  ch ild re n , around 50 per cent o f  

Hindu and Muslim parents said y es . Educated parents seemed 

to  have p o s it iv e  a ttitu d e  than the i l l i t e r a t e  parents 

e s p e c ia lly  that o f  C h ristia n s. The s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lysis  

showed a h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated parents o f  same r e l ig io n  and a lso  o f  d if fe r e n t  

r e l ig io n s .

The i l l i t e r a t e  parents seemed to  favour the idea 

o f  dowry fo r  th e ir  daughter as they have expressed the 

way o f  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  property  i s  through g iv in g  dowry 

fo r  daughter and equal share fo r  sons. In  th is  aspect 

the s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s e s  shows h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d if fe r e n c e  

between i l l i t e r a t e  and educated groups in  Hindu and 

C hristian  r e l ig io n  but not s ig n i f ic a n t ly  among Muslim 

parents. But among the educated groups h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  

d if fe r e n c e  is  v is ib le  in  three r e l ig io n s .

c .  Supporting daughter when she claim s fo r  property  shares:

There was s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  between i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated parents in  three r e lig io n s  and educated C hristian  

parents (84 per cent) ex ce lled  the other groups by expressing 
that they would support the daughter in  such ca se . But a

poor response was shown by Muslim parents.
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d . Parents re a ctio n  toward g iv in g  equal share to daughter 
and staying with her fa m ily*

The parents* rea ction  are shown In Table XXIV,

TABLE XXIV

PARENTS* REACTION TOWARD GIVING EQUAL SHARE TO DAUGHTERS AND
STAYING IN DAUGHTER*S HOUSE

(In  percentage)

Hindus Muslims C h ristians
S.No. Aspect

I l l i * Edu* I l l i Edu I l l i Edu
N .25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25 N.25

a. Daughters should have 
equal share in  property  
along w ith sons 55 64 40 56 44 72

b. L iving w ith daughter 
and depending ohher 
f o r  f in a n c ia l  needs 
i s  degrading 72 44 76 43 64 28

c .  Accept daughter's  
in v ita t io n  in  oldage 
to  stay  along with 
her fam ily 48 40 44 60 48 88

♦ Note s I  l l i  = I l l i t e r a t e group
Edu = Educated group

Education showed i t s  s ig n if ic a n t  e f f e c t  in  changing 

parental a tt itu d e  towards property  d is t r ib u t io n , as in d ica ted , 

parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  are f o r  equal share to  th e ir  

daughter than those o f  other two r e l ig io n s .



1 0 5

For l iv in g  with daughter and depending on her fo r  

th e ir  f in a n c ia l  needs, educated parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  

r e l ig io n  were not fo r  th is  as they considered th is  as 

degrading and th e ir  p re s t ig e  would be a f fe c te d .

But fo r  accpeting  dau ghter's  in v ita t io n  in  oldage to  

stay  along with her fa m ily , p o s it iv e  a ttitu d e  has been 

expressed by Muslims(60 per cen t) and C hristians (38 per cen t) 

m others, who d id  not l ik e  to  depend on th e ir  daughters fo r  

f in a n c ia l  needs. But s t i l l  Hindu parents were re lu ctan t 

to  stay w ith th e ir  daughter, as a custom had been developed 

already in  them., that i t  i s  a p re s t ig io u s  is s u e , and staying 

w ith so n 's  fam ily  in  o ld  age and leading the r e s t  o f  l i f e  

i s  a t r a d it io n a l  way o f  our s o c ie ty .

e .  Reasons given fo r  not l ik in g  to  3tay with daughters in  

o ld  age*

When asked the reasons fo r  which the parents are not 

w il l in g  to  stay w ith dau ghter's  fam ily  in  o ld  age, the fo llow in g  

reasons werevgiven*

Almost equal percentage o f  i l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  

three r e l ig io n s  ( 1 2  per cen t) to ld  that they fe a r  to  accept 

the in v ita t io n  because son -in -la w  may in su lt  them. Other
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reasons m ostly expressed by educated parents o f  Hindu

r e l ig io n  were d i f f i c u l t y  o f  adjustment and lik in g  

to  stay independently.

Compared t o  other two r e l ig io n s ,  around 25 per cent 

o f  Muslim parents to ld  that they would l ik e  to  stay 

independently and not much d if fe r e n c e  was found between 

the educated and i l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  Hindu and C hristian  

r e l ig io n s .  D i f f i c u l t y  o f  adjustment and g o n -in -la w 's  

in su lt in g  were a lso  expressed by educated paren ts.

Among C hristians lik in g  to  l iv e  independently 

was the major reason expressed by educated parents 

whereas i l l i t e r a t e s  thought i t  i s  not a custom and son -in -law  

might in s u lt  i f  they l iv e s  with th e ir  daughter in  o ld  age*
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The stu d y  on " a t t i t u d e  o f p a r e n ts  tow ards fem ale c h ild "  

was u n d e r ta k e n  in  a view  to  f in d  out th e  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e  

o f  p a r e n ts  to w ard s fem ale c h i ld  in  t h r e e  r e l ig i o n s  and 

th e  a t t i t u d i n a l  d if f e r e n c e  brought out by e d u c a tio n  in  

s p e c i f i c ,  and a ls o  to  b r in g  out th e  a s p e c ts  and a re a s  where 

g ir l s  a re  u s u a l ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and th e  re a s o n s  f o r  such 

d is c re p a n c y . The study was conducted  on one hundred  . and 

f i f t y  m o n th ers e q u a lly  d i s t r i b u t e d  from  th r e e  r e l i g i o n s  

ana from i l l i t e r a t e  and ed u c ate d  m o th ers i n  each group, 

with th e  h e lp  of an in te rv e iw  sc h e d u le . The key f in d in g s  

o f  th e  stu d y  a re  l i s t e d  below;

1 Male c h i ld  was p r e f e r r e d  by m a jo r i ty  o f th e  p a re n ts  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f r e l i g i o n  and s i g n i f i c a n t  d if f e r e n c e  

i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  was ob serv ed  betw een i l l i t e r a t e  and 

e d u c a te d  p a re n ts  o f th e  th r e e  r e l i g i o n s .  S ig n if ic a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  was o b serv ed  i n  sex p re fe re n c e  betw een th e  

m o th ers  and f a t h e r s ,  where m o d e ra te ly  la rg e  p e rc e n t of 

f a t h e r s  p r e f e r r e d  fem ale c h i ld  compared t o  m o th e rs .

2 .  E d u ca tio n  and r e l i g i o n  d id  n o t p la y  any s i g n i f i c a n t  r o le
op

w ith  th e  o p in io n  p a re n ts  ab o u t th e  number of c h i ld r e n

as  m a jo r i ty  (8 0  p e r c e n t )  o f th e  p a r e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  to

have o n ly  one daughter. I t  is  surprising to note that 
very few Muslim and Christian parents wanted to have 
on ly  sons and no daughters.
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3 .  Ir re sp e c t iv e  o f  education and r e l ig io n  o f  parents,

a daughter was found t o  be as good as a son, but s ig n if ic a n t  

d if fe r e n c e  was observed between r e l ig io n s  with regard to  

th e ir  a ttitu d e  that a daughter i s  a burdenfor parents and 

she cannot rep la ce  the p o s it io n  o f  a son.

4 .  Hindu parents were found to  be very happy to  re ce iv e  

female c h ild  compared to  those o f  bther re lig io n s*

Educated parents seemed to  be very happy w ith fem ale ch ild  

or a l l  female ch ild ren  than the i l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  

Muslims and C hristian  re lig io n s*

5* Muslim and C hristian  parents re ce iv ed  more sympathetic 

comments compared to  Hindu parents* Educated Hindu 

and Muslim parents re ce iv ed  more comments than the 

i l l i t e r a t e  parents, but among C h ristians i t  was v iceversa*

6 . With regard to  the opin ion  o f  parents abtsit bringing

vup a daughter the parents o f  Muslim and C hristian  r e l ig io n s  

opined that they must be c a r e fu l in  bringing up a daughter 

than that o f  a son, eventhough they had expressed that
bcti*)c«v\

there was no d iffe re n ce * a  boy and daughter.

7 .  The s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  with regard to  the op in ion  o f  

parents that they must save money even when the daughter 

i s  young, showed a h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between 

the r e l ig io n s  and the education except between Hindu 

and Muslim i l l i t e r a t e s .
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8 . M ajority  o f  the mothers I r re sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and 

education  except that o f  Muslims expressed that parents 

have to  pay extra  a tten tion  in  bring ing  up a daughter. 

M ajority  o f  the Hindu and Muslim parents f e l t  that mothers 

must take more r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  bring ing  up a daughter 

then those o f  C h ristians who f e l t  th at fa th er  must a lso  

share the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  Ir re sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and 

education  a l l  the parents agreed th at fa th e r s ' r o le  was 

earning money fo r  daughter's  m arriage. With regard t o  

ln cu la t ln g  good h a b its  in  ch ild ren  except Hindu m others, 

educated Muslim and C hristian  parents agreed t o  the idea  

that there must be extra  concentration  on g ir l s  but i t  

must be equal on both  boys and g i r l s .

9 . There wqs s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between r e l ig io n s  and 

ed u cation a l group on the opin ions o f  parents about the 

necessary le v e l  o f  education  th e ir  daughters' need. 

Compared to Muslim m others, who p re ferred  th e ir  daughters 

education  upto sch oo lin g . Hindu and C hristian  mothers and 

fa th e rs  p re ferred  graduation and post-gradu ation  le v e l .

10. S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  was found among the three r e l ig io n s  

and education  d id  have an in flu en ce  with regard t o  the 

op in ion  about the money spent on the g i r l ' s  education .
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In con stra st t o  I l l i t e r a t e  Hindu and Muslim parents, who 

f e l t  that the money spent as a waste, the educated parents 

f e l t  that the money spent was having same u t i l i t y  va lu e. 

Ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n ,  m ajority  o f  the mothers expressed 

that parents have to  take more e f fo r t s  In  educating a 

son than a daughter because boys should go f o r  jo b  and 

support the fa m ily  u n lik e  a daughter.

11. Except In  C h ristia n s, most o f  the Hindu and Muslim 

r e l ig io n s  expressed that p ro fe ss io n a l courses are not 

su ita b le  t o  g ir ls  and a lso  they cannot go fo r  any course 

they l ik e .  In con tra st m ajority  o f  the educated mothers 

they l ik e ,  p re f e r f  ed jto . * leave: the ch o ice  o f s e le c t io n  

o f  coarse  t o  g i r l s  them selves.

12. Ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n ,  sex and edu cation al le v e l ,  

m a jority  o f  the parents f e l t  that th e ir  daughters must 

jo in  in  the women's c o lle g e s  on ly . There was s ig n if ic a n t  

d iffe r e n c e  between the i l l i t e r a t e  and educated parents 

In  Muslims and C h ristians to  jo in  th e ir  daughters in  

co -ed u ca tion  c o l le g e .

13. S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  was found among three r e l ig io n s  

and a lso  between the i l l i t e r a t e  and educated parents 

w ith regard to  a llow ing daughters t o  s e le c t  fr ie n d s  as 

they l ik e .  S ig n ifica n t d iffe re n ce  was seen between 

i l l i t e r a t e  and educated parents, as educated parents 

allow ed th e ir  daughters to  have fr ie n d s  in  boys and 

p re fe rred  same amount o f  pocket money t o  daughters as 

th at o f  sor* .
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14. S t a t is t ic a l ly  h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  vas observed 

among r e l ig io n s  and education  in  g iv ing  the reasons fo r  

a llow in g  daughter to  have fr ie n d s  o f  th e ir  own sex

and a ls o  o f  opposite  sex .

15. I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education parents expressed 

that a g i r l  must learn household works along w ith her 

education  and i t  was m other's r e s p o n s ib il ity  t o  teach

her daughter and there was s l ig h t ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  

between i l l i t e r a t e  and educated parents in  th is  regard .

16. I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education o f  mothers 

m a jority  o f  the mothers dpined that a g i r l  i s  more 

h e lp fu l  to  her mother than to  her fa th e r . There was no 

s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  between r e l ig io n s  in  g iv in g  the 

reason that daughter only knows the household work.

But there was s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between r e l ig io n s  

and education  with regard to  g iv in g  other reasons th at 

i t  i s  t r a d it io n a lly  observed and g i r l s  most o f  the 

time stay at home.

17. The s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lys is  with regard t o  the p aren ts ' 

op in ion  about employment o f  daughter showed that there 

was h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between r e l ig io n s  and 

a ls o  between I l l i t e r a t e  and educated groups o f  parents. 
There was a lso  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between the
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parents o f  three r e l ig io n s  and a lso  between i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated groups with regard t o  th e ir  preference 

o f  su ita b le  occupation  fo r  fem ales such as teaching 

fo llo w e d  by p ro fe s s io n a l jo b .

18. With regard  to  the reasons expressed by the mothers f o r  

sending th e ir  daughter to  jo b ,  s t a t i s t i c a l ly  h igh ly  

s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  was observed among the i l l i t e r a t e  

parents o f  three r e lig io n s *  Except between the educated
o-rvA.

groups o f  Hindu*C hristian  parents, other two groups 

a lso  showed h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  in  g iv in g  the 

reason-employment g ives  daughter a status and she can 

lead an Independent l i f e *

19. Except 32 percent o f  i l l i t e r a t e  Muslim parents, a l l  the 

other groups of parents expressed that boys now-a-days 

p re fe r  only educated and employed g ir ls *

20 . The s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lys is  o f  the reasons given by parents 

showed a h igh ly s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  

r e l ig io n  and education . The reasons which were expressed 

mainly f o r  the preference  o f  boys f o r  the employed g i r l s  

were f o r  b e tter  s o c ia l  status and b righ t fu ture and

the dual purpose*

21* There was s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between the l i t e r a t e  

and I l l i t e r a t e  group o f  parents from three r e l ig io n s ,  

in  g iv in g  the response that they would fo rce  th e ir
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daughter to  leave the jo b ,  I f  In  case the boy d id  not 

U ke an employed daughter. In g iv in g  th is  response 

i l l i t e r a t e  ftxsllms e x ce lle d  th e ir  counterparts o f  other 

r e l ig io n s .

22 . S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  was observed between i l l i t e r a t e  

and educated fa th ers  and mothers with regard t o  th e ir  

op in ion  about Id e a l age at m arriage. M ajority o f  the 

educated parents f e l t  18-20 years as the id e a l  age

for marriage of a daughter and majority of the Christian 
parents excelled the others in giving the ideal age as 
21-23 years.

23. S ig n ifica n t  d iffe re n ce  was observed between parents o f  

three r e l ig io n s  and i l l i t e r a t e  and educated group in  

g iv in g  f u l l  freedom to  a g i r l  to  say her opin ion  about 

marriage partner. I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education and 

r e l ig io n  the parents opined that they should get the 

consent o f  th e ir  daughter before  f ix in g  m arriage.

Educated parents from three r e l ig io n s  were found t o  be 

more w il lin g  t o  accept daughter's ch o ice  in  bridegroom 

s e le c t io n  than i l l i t e r a t e  parents.

24 . M ajority o f  Hindu parents (84 p ercen t) expressed that 

parents have to  pay dowry t o  get a daughter married o f f ,  

fo llo w e d  by Muslims (60 p ercen t) and i l l i t e r a t e  C h ristia n s. 

Seventy two percent o f  educated C h ristians s t r i c t ly  

opposed the p ra c t ice  o f  dowry.



1 1 4

25. S t a t is t ic a l  an a lysis  o f  the reason-w ithout dowry 

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  arrange a m arriage, showed 

a h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between i l l i t e r a t e  

groups o f  three r e l ig io n s  and educated groups o f  

three r e l ig io n s .

26 Except educated C hristian  paren ts, m ajority  o f  the 

other groups that parents have to  fa ce  economic 

s tre ss  because o f  dowry and a ls o  daughter has a 

r ig h t  to  ask anything from the parents. Above 

80 percent o f  Hindu and C hristian  parents disagreed 

to  take care o f  the demands o f  daughter and son- 

in -la w  a fte r  m arriage.

27 . Ir re sp e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and edu cation a l statu s 

m ajority  o f  the parents expressed that i t  i s  our 

custom to  send a daughter to  in-laws' p lace and 

disagreed t o  keep her with them a fte r  m arriage.

28. There was s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between the r e l ig io n s  

and i l l i t e r a t e  and educated groups in  supporting the 

daughter in  g e ttin g  a d ivorce  i f  the problem i s  

severe in  the in la w 's  home. Irre sp e ct iv e  o f  

education  Hindus and Muslims expressed that 

d ivorced  daughter leaves a permanent stigma* on

the fa m ily .
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29. Thera was s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between parents o f  

three r e l ig io n s  In  g iv in g  v a lid  reasons fo r  gettin g  

d ivorce  by a daughter. M ajority  o f  the i l l i t e r a t e  

parents from th ree  r e l ig io n s  expressed that

very c ru e l treatment by husband and Inlaws as the 

v a lid  reasons f o r  d iv orce .

30 . M ajority o f  the i l l i t e r a t e  parents o f  three 

r e l ig io n s  p re ferred  to  keep the daughter along with 

them where as educated parents (around 36 p ercen t) 

f e l t  that she cou ld  be encouraged t o  become 

independent by taking up a jo b .  In general 

educated C hristians and Hindus favoured the id ea

o f  rem arriage o f  th e ir  daughter a fte r  d iv o rce .

31 . In  having knowledge regarding laws o f  in h erita n ce  

Hindu and C hristian  parents ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  education 

were f a i r ly  w e ll  aware o f  i t ,  but i t  was very

poor in  Muslims.

31 . The s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lysis  showed ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f

r e l ig io n  and education  h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  

betveen the parents* op in ion  about g iv in g  equal 

share to  daughter along w ith son. The op in ion  

or g iv in g  dowry to  daughter and equal share to  

sons, the s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lys is  showed a h igh ly  

s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between i l l i t e r a t e  and
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l i t e r a t e  groups o f  same r e l ig io n  In  Hindus and C h ristians 

and a ls o  among the educated groups o f  three r e lig io n s *  

Educated mothers ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  wanted to  

g ive  equal share t o  th e ir  daughter.

he< few
32 . For l iv in g  with daughter and depending on ^ fin a n cia l 

needs a ls o ,  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r e l ig io n  and education there 

was wide d iffe re n ce  between parents* a tt itu d e . And fo r  

acceptin g  daughter*s in v ita t io n  in  o ld  age, compared to  

other groups o f  p eop le , Hindu parents were very 

re lu cta n t t o  accept such in v ita t io n .

3 3 . The reasons expressed fo r  not staying w ith daughters* 

fam ily  were lik in g  to  stay independently (m ostly 

C h ristians and educated groups o f  other r e l ig io n s ) ,  

fear o f  g e ttin g  in s u lte d  by son -in -law  and d i f f i c u l t y  

o f  adjustment in  daughter's house.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX-A

An Interview  schedule to  E l i c i t  Inform ation Regarding 

A ttitu de o f  Parents Towards Female Child

ABOUT THE RESPONDENT

a . Name o f  the respondent

b . Age (In  Years)

c .  Sexs Male/Female

d . E ducational status

e . Occupation

f .  Monthly Income

g . T̂ rpe o f  fam ily

h. T ota l number o f  your 
ch ild ren

I .  OPINION ABOUT A DAUGHTER

1. What was your and your husband*s preference 

f o r  your f i r s t  ch ild ?

i

s N uclear/J o i nt

M other's preference F a th er 's  p referen ce

Male Female Male Female



-2-

2* What I s  your ch o ice  about number o f  ch ildren? 
(In d ica te  the number)

a. Male *

b. Female •

3 . What I s  your opin ion  about a fem ale ch ild ?

a* A daughter i s  a more d es ira b le  ch o ice  than son :

b . Having a daughter i s  as good as having a son •

c« A daughter i s  a burden on the shoulders o f
parents :

d. A daughter cannot rep la ce  the p o s it io n
o f  a son ty any means :

4 .  How d id  you f e e l  when you had a fem ale ch ild ?

a . Very happy *

b. Happy 8

c . In d if fe re n t  *

d. Sad and discouraged *

5 . Did you re ce iv e  any comments from your c lo s e

r e la t iv e s  and fr ie n d s  when you had a fem ale ch ild ?

Yes/No

I f  y e s , what sort o f  comments were they?

a. Encouraging comments

b. Sympathetic comments

c .  Comments c r l t i z in g  you /your spouse

How d id  you rea ct  t o  these comments?
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6 . VIhat i s  jo u r  op in ion  about the parents who are having 

a l l  fem ale ch ild ren ?

a. There I s  no d iffe re n ce  in  having a l l  dau gh ters(or) 

a l l  eons.

b. The parents have to  be cautious and c a re fu l.

c .  The parents are tinlucky.

d. Parents must reg re t in  fu ture fo r  having a l l  g i r l s .

e . Having a l l  sons I s  appreciab le  than having a l l  

fem ale ch ild re n .

I I .  REGARDING BRINGING UP OF A DAUGHTER:

1. Do you f e e l  that in  present s o c ie ty , i t  i s  very 

d i f f i c u l t  to  bring up a daughter than a son?

a. Very o ften

b. Often

c .  Frequently

d. Sometimes

e . Not at a l l

2 . Give your opinion  in  bringing up a daughter.

a. There i s  no d iffe re n ce  in  bringing  up a daughter 

or a son.

b . The parents have t o  save money fo r  the daughter's  

marriage even when she i s  young.

c .  The parents must be very cautious and more 

resp on sib le

d. The parents have to  spend more money and tim e.

e .  Bringing up a daughter i s  q u ite  com plicated .
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3 . What do you f e e l  about the fo llow in g  statem tns?

S.No . Statement Agree Disagree

There I s  no need fo r  e ith er  
parent t o  pay extra  a tten tion  
In  bringing up a daughter.

b. Mother must take more resp on si­
b i l i t y  In  bringing  up a 
daughter.

c . Father must be resp on sib le  f o r  
earning money fo r  marriage 
o f  the daughter.

d. Parents have t o  concentrate 
more on in cu lca tin g  good 
h a b its  in  a daughter than 
in  a son

t:' * 0 • Both mother and fa th er  have 
t o  take a ctiv e  r o le  in  
bringing up a daughter

I I I . REGARDING EDUCATION OF THE DAUGHTER:

1 . Do you th ink  that a g i r l  needs education  
(Response o f  both the parents)

Yes/No

I f  y e s , up t o  what le v e l?  

a* Primary sch oolin g

b . Secondary sch oolin g

c .  Higher secondary sch ool

d . ’ Graduation

e .  P ost-graduation  and above
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2 . Do you th ink that the money spent on g i r l ' s  edu cation -

a. Has some value as spending on a b o y 's  education

b. I s  never u se le ss  and bear f r u i t s  in  fu tu re ,

c .  I s  not recoverab le  and a mere waste.

d. -Amount to  a large sum, so a g i r l  need not 
go fo r  higher stu d ies .

3 .  Do you agree with the op in ion  that i s  "parents must

take more e f f o r t s  in  educating th e ir  son than that o f

daughter"?

Yes/No

Reasons*

a . A g i r l  needs le s s  guidance.

b. G ir ls  are always easy t o  manage

c .  The grasping capacity  o f  a g i r l  i s  much b etter  

compared t o  that o f  a boy.

d. Boys must secure good rank in  stu d ies compared t o  g i r l s .

e . A fter education , a boy has to  go fo r  a jo b  t o  support 

fam ily  and parents u n lik e a g i r l .

4 .  Do you th ink that -

a. A G ir l  i s  not at a l l  capable o f  doing a sc ien ce  group

b. P ro fess ion a l courses are not su ita b le  fo r  g i r l s ,  
because they take long time t o  f in i s h ,  so i t  w i l l  
be d i f f i c u l t  t o  search fo r  a bridegroom la t e r ,

c .  I t  i s  always b e tte r  to  leave ch o ice  o f  s e le c t in g  a 
course t o  a daughter.

d . A daughter can always go fo r  any course as a son , 
i f  she i s  in te r e s te d .
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5 .  What i s  your preference fo r  Join ing your daughter in  
C ollege

a. Women's c o lla g e

b . C o-education c o l le g e  

Seasons*

IV . REGARDING FRIENDS OF A DAUGHTER?

1. W.11 yew give f u l l  freedom to  your daughter to  s e le c t  
her fr ie n d s  as you give to  a son?

Yes/No 

Reasons:

2. Do you a llow  your daughter t o  have fr ien d sh ip  

w ith bqys?

Yes/No 

Reasons:

3 . I f  y e s  do you a llow  your daughter to  go out w ith boys? 

Yes/No

Reasons*

4 . Do you f e e l  that the pocJcbt money allow ed f o r  a daughter 
and son should be the same?

Yes/No

Reasons*
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V. REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN HOUSEHOLD WORK?

1. Do /o u  th ink that a g i r l  must learn  household work 
along with her education?

Zes/N o

Reasons*

2 . Do you th in k , i t  i s  the m other's r e s p o n s ib ility  to  
teach  her daughter a l l  the household work before  
m arriage?

Zes/N o

Reasons*

3 . Do you think that a g i r l  i s  more h e lp fu l to  mother in  

household work than to  fa th e r  in  ou tside work?

Zes/No

Reasons^

VI. REGARDING EMPLOYMENT OF A DAUGHTER;

1. a . Do you p re fe r  your daughter t o  enter a jo b  b e fore  

marriage (Response o f  the both the parents)

Zes/No

b. Reasons*

c .  I f  y e s , what type o f  occupations are more su ita b le  
f o r  fem ales in  your op in ion



a . P ro fess ion a l (D octor, Engineer, Managing d ir e c to r s  

and so on)

b . Teacher

c .  Personal A ssistan ts  & S ecreta r ies

d. C le r ic a l  (T y p is t , C lerk , Stenographer and o th ers)

2* Do you agree with th is  statement?

"The bridgrooms now-a-days p refer  t o  marry educated 

and employed g ir ls " *

Yes/No

Reasons*

3 . Do you fo r c e  your daughter to  leave Job i f  the bridegroom 

whom you se le c te d  does not lik e  your daughter being a 

Job holdewr?

Yes/No

Reasons*

V II. REGARDING MARRIAGE OF A DAUGHTER

1. What i s  the id e a l  age fo r  marriage in  the ca s e  o f  yc*ir 

daughter? (In  y e a rs )

a* 15 -  17 years

b . 18 -  20 years

c .  2 1 - 2 3  years

d. 24 and above

2 . I s  i t  true th a t , a daughter i s  an economic l i a b i l i t y

on the fam ily?
Yes/No

Reasons*

-  8  -
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3 . What do you f e e l  about the fo llow in g  statements? 

(T ick  under the re levan t ch o ice )

S.No. Statement Agree Disagree

a. I t  i s  always advisab le  t o  g ive 
f u l l  freedom fo r  a daughter to  
say ber op in ion  regarding 
marriage partn er.

b . Parents s h a ll  take the daughter's 

consent In f ix in g  a match fo r  her

c . I t  I s  not acceptab le  s o c ia l ly  
to  accept dau ghter's  ch oice  
regarding bridegroom 's 
s e le c t io n

d. A g i r l ' s  opin ion  need not be 
considered  because she knows 
l i t t l e  about people

4 . Do you th ink that parents must pay dowry fo r  

bridegroom?

Yes/No

Reasons:

!
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5 . Do you agree w ith the fo llo w in g  statem tns?

S.No. Statement Agree Disagree

a* Parents have to  fa ce  economic 
s tr e s s  because o f  dowry

b. A daughter always has r ig h t 
t o  ask fo r  anything she wants 
from her parents

c .  Parents have to  s a t is fy  the 
demands o f  daughter and her 
husband a fte r  marriage a lso .

d. She must not take anything 
a fte r  marriage from her 
parents

e. The parents have to  fa ce  
problems in  s o c ie ty  i f  th e ir  
daughter's marriage i s  not
a success

e . A g i r l  can remain unmarried 
i f  she does not get a su itab le  
partner.

6 . Do you th ink  that even a fte r  marriage a g i r l  can stay 

w ith her parents?

Yes/No 

Reasonst

7. Do you th ink  that a g i r l  can go in  fo r  d iv o rce -

a. I f  her economic independence i s  a f fe c te d  a ft e r  marriage*

b . both th e ir  In te re s ts  and attfifftides d i f f e r  from 
each other and th ere fo re  lead to  misunderstanding 
and quarrels between them.
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c .  I f  there I s  to o  much dominance o f husband

d. I f  she i s  trea ted  cra ftily  by her husband and inlaws*

8 . Do you agree with the fo llo w in g  statem ents?

S.No. Statement Agree Di sagree

a. Parents should always look  
forw ard fo r  th e  w e ll  adjustment 
o f  a daughter in  marriage by 
a l l  reasons.

b. I t  i s  always advisab le  t o  support 
the daughter in  g e tt in g  a d ivorce  
i f  the case i s  so severe .

C A d ivorced  daughter leaves a 
permanent s o c ia l  stigma on the 
fam ily

d. Parents should not advise in  any 
case t o  get th e ir  daughter 
d iv orced .

9 . Do you lik e  to

a . Keep your daughter w ith y o u -a fte r  d ivorce

b. E stab lish  a separate home f o r  her 
and g iv in g  neecWhelp.

c .  Encourage her t o  earn separately  
and become independent.

d. Get married t o  another person o f
a su ita b le  ch o ice  a fte r  d ivorce
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V III . REGARDING PROPERTY SHARE FOR A DAUGHTER;

1 . Do you know the le g is la t iv e  lavs regarding 

equal r ig h ts  o f  a daughter along w ith a son? 

a . Yes/No

I f  y e s , s ta te  laws known to ;y o u

2. Do you agree w ith the ru le  that "daughters should 

have equal share in  parental property along w ith 

sons"?

le s /N o

Reasons:

3 .  How w i l l  you d is tr ib u te  your property t o  your

ch ild ren ?

a . Equal shares f o r  a l l  the ch ild ren  in  the 

p roperty .

b . Dowry fo r  daughter and equal share fo r  sons*

c .  A sm all share fo r  daughter l ik e  a house ( o r )  

p lo t  and the r e s t  f o r  sons.

d. One share o f  cash fo r  daughter and the r e s t  

o f  sons.
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4 .  W ill  you support your daughter when she claim s f o r  

equal share In  fam ily property? 

fe s /N o

Reasons:

5 .  Do y ou .th in k  that l iv in g  w ith daughter and depending 

on her f o r  your f in a n c ia l  needs i s  degrading? 

fe s /N o  

Reasons:

6* W ill  you accept the in v ita t io n  o f  your daughter t o  

stay w ith her in  your o ld  age, i f  you have any 

problem in  staying w ith  your son ( o r )  staying a lon e?

fe s /N o

Reasons:



APPENDIX -  B

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

The t e s t  used fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  an a lysis  o f the data 

i s  the * t ' t e s t  o f  s ig n if ica n ce  f o r  p rop ortion s .

The form ula used t o  ca lcu la te  *t* value i s

t c a l / P1 -  v

SB(pl  -  p2>

nl  * T ried  sample 1

n2 : Tried sample 2

x i Responded sample 1

x2 : Responded sample 2

Steps in vo lved

a. Proportions are ca lcu la te d  (p  v a lu es)

b . Combined proportion  (P ) i s  ca lcu la te d
P  = n l pl  +  n2 p2 = *1 + *2

n x

c .  Standard error  (SB) i s  ca lcu la ted*
SEP = (p-i -  p0 ) = /pq



d ' t ' value i s  ca lcu la te d

*081 =  / P1 ~  P3/

SE (p-L-Pg)

* t ' ta b le  values* 1 .96  at 5 percent l e v e l  o f  s ig n if ic a n ce

1 .5 8  at 1 percent l e v e l  o f  s ig n if ic a n ce

In fe re n ce :

I f  ^ ca l value exceeds 1 .9 6 , the samp l e i  and sample 2 

are sa id  t o  be s ig n if ic a n t ly  d i f fe r e n t .

I f  ^ ca l value exceeds 2 .5 8 , the d iffe re n ce  between 

sample 1 and sample 2 i s  sa id  t o  be h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t .

I f  t c a l  value i s  le s s  than the t  ta b le  values 1 .96  

there i s  no s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe r e n c e  between sample 1 and 

sample 2.

I l lu s t r a t io n

For the aspect "parents must be cau tious and more r e s ­

p o n s ib le  in  brin g in g  up a daughter" the response ; b f  the 
p a r e n ts  from  th r e e  r e l i g i o u s  w ere analysed as to llo w s .

a . Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus Hindu educated m others.

b . Mislim i l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus Muslim educated m others.

c .  C h ristian  i l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus C hristian  educated
mothers

d . Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus ttislim  i l l i t e r a t e  m others.
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e .  Hindu I l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus C hristian  i l l i t e r a t e  mothers*

f . Muslim i l l i t e r a t e  mothers versus C hristian  i l l i t e r a t e  m others, 

g* Hindu educated mothers versus Mi slim  educated mothers

h . Hindu educated mothers versus C h ris tia n  educated mothers 

1 . Mi slim  educated mothers versus C h ris tia n  educated mothers.

Nov *t* valuewjas ca lcu la ted  between the Hindu i l l i t e r a t e  

mothers and Hindu educated mothers in  the fo llow in g  i l lu s t r a t io n .

HI_ j v s _  HE

Tried  (n ) 

Responded (x )  

P

Sample ±

25 

8

, = X-, s
1 __ L -  ~ -----  = 0.32n, 25

Sample 2 
25 

4

n2

_ 4 
"25"

= 0.16

Combined proportion  (P ) = (0 .3 2  x  25) + (0 .16  x 25) + 0 .24
50

q = 1 -0 .2 4  = 0 .76

SE (p^ -  P0 ) = /0 .2 4  x  0 .76  < i -  X ) -  0 .02092
x V ----------- 25 25

'c a l
0.16
0.02092

50 

= 7.648 t Q.01 -  1.96 
tg .0 5  — 2.58

The * t * ca lcu la ted  value i s  7 .648 i . e  more than ' t 1 ta b le  

value at 0 .0 1  le v e l ,  then the d iffe re n ce  between sample 1 and 

sample 2 i s  h igh ly  s ig n i f ic a n t .


