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Malpractices’ in NIRF ranking:
Edu ministry, NBA told to reply

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
L d

THE Maduraij Bench of the
Madras High Court on Thurs.
day sought reply from the Un-
ion Education Ministry and
the Nationa] Board of Ac-
Creditation (NBA)on a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) peti-
tion alleging Malpractices by
educationa] institutiong in
getting Nationg] Institute
Ranking Framework (NIRF)
rankings in India.

The litigant C Chellamuthy
of Dindigul stated in his peti-
tion that NIRF was launched
by-the NBA to evaluate the
excellence of higher edyca.
tion institutions across the
country every year. Byt the
NIRF rankings are calcylateq
merely based on the datg pro-
vided by the educationa] j,.
stitutions on their website
without any verification or
auditing, he alleged,

As a result, many instity-
* tions submit false data to
boost their ranking to attract

Students and multinational
Companies, he claimed.
Chellamuthu also attached
the comparative data of the
National Assessment and Ac-
Creditation Council - Annual
Quality Assurance Report
(NAAC-AQAR) and the NIRF
report, individually posted
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NIRF rankings are
calculated merely based on
the data provided by the
educational institutions on
their website without any
Verification or auditing

Petitioner

by some of the educational
institutiong on their website.
While the number of PhD
Students, faculty, R&D funds
and consultancy Project
funds received, among other
variables, are lower in their
NAAC-AQAR report, a higher
number is mentioned'in the

NIRF report for the Sae py_ |
rameters, he Pointed out.
Since the NAAC-AQAR
documents are checkeq byex- |
Pert committees sent by
NAAC to the institutions, the |
difference in NIRF data
shows the latter is manipu-
lated by the institutions to get
a better score, Chellamuthu
alleged. As a result, instity. |
tions with poor academic
quality and infrastrycture
get top rankings while many
state universities ang reput-
ed institutions are Jeft out.
This could negatively impact
the quality of education in
India, he added, and sought a
direction to the ministry anq
NBA to publish NIRF rank-
Ings after due verification
and by disclosing the method
adopted for calculation. :
Abench of justices J Nishg
Banu and S Srimathy direct.
ed the government Counsels
to obtain instructiong f om
the gythorities concerhed
and adjourned the case to
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