Albert P‘Ré an

teacher known
for her innova-
tive methods an-
nounced, “To-
day, I'm not going to teach
any subject. Instead, I want
you to raise interesting
questions for a discussion.
Are you ready?” The class
cheered one by one, the
questions tumbled out:
Why does zero mean noth-
ing? Why must two plus
two always equal four?
Why do we call a pen 4
‘pen’; if someone gave It
another name, would it
still be the same thing? The
stunned teacher had not
expected such probing,
thought-provoking, —and
certainty- shaking
questions.

Certainty and doubt
«There is one sin I have
come to fear above all oth-
ers: certainty. Certainty is
the greatest enemy .of un-
ity; the deadliest foe of tol-
erance,” said Cardinal Law-
rence in the film Conclave,
and adds, “Let us pray that
God grants us a Popeé Wio
knows how to doubt.” Re-
flecting on the gquote I
wondered whether the Mi-
nistry of Educatioll an

school administratcc);s
ray for teach-
sl how to

ers who know AT
doubt and who can Instl
that same spirit Of curiosity
in their students-

Certainty can hinder

both thought and progress-

Teachers who cling t0 Cef:
tainty often resist Chas-
lenge and discgurage que

tioning. In doing s tt;}l’
stifle curiosity, an esseflr]esh
quality that fuels b,
thinking, creative ! s
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them to doubt

With Teachers Day round the corner, an educator stresses
the need to celebrate curiosity in the classroom

and innovation. Curiosity
and imagination are close-
ly connected and share
many common traits. Cu-
riosity prompts questions
and drives the desire to ex-
plore, while imagmation
generates new ideas and
opens paths to DEW
solutions.

Sadly, our education sys-
tem seldom values the nur-
turing of either curiosity or
imagination. Albert Ein-
stein once declared,
“Imagination is more im-
portant than knowledge,”
implying that knowledge is
finite and limited to what is
already known, whereas
jmagination allows us to
explore possibilities
beyond current under-
standing. It is a powerful
driver of creativity and in-
novation. Yet the teaching
commumity seems not to

have realised the value of
imagination and the power
of curiosity.

Those who doubt are of:-
ten the most curious. They
seek truth, question as-
sumptions, and strive tq
grow. Teachers who em-
brace doubt encourage sty-
dents to ask questions, ex.
plore ideas, and think
deeply. Curiosity leads tq
clarity. It sparks innoya-
tion. It deserves to be cele-
brated in the classroom,

Does our education sys-
tem celebrate certainty
while discouraging curios;-
ty? Why is certainty valued
more than curiosity? Why
s it important for teachers
to encourage students to
doubt? ‘How can teachers
help students become cu-
rious? Finding answers to
these and other related, of-

ten unasked, questions can

help educators cultivate
their own curiosity and
make the classroom a bet-
ter place for seeking know-
ledge.

Constructive response
Let’s assume that a teacher
in a class made the follow-
ing statements: “The Earth
isround.” “I'mglad you are
all very attentive in class
“The object is red in co-
lour” Now let’s imagine
that some curious students
r_aised the following ques-
tions: “If the Earth ig
round, why don’t the peo-
ple at the bottom fa]] off?”
“How do you know 'y 4.
tentive in class and not just
dreaming right now?”
“Who decided that e
should be calleq ‘Ted’?
What if it looks different to
you than it does to mep»
These questions chal-
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lenge scientific certainty
about gravity, raise doubts
about the nature of reality,
and question the certainty
of language, meaning, and
shared perception. In such
situations, a teacher
should use these moments
4aS opportunities to deve-
lop reasoning, explore
ideas,

A constructive teacher
values questions rather
than dismissing them. -
Even a simple “That’s a
good question” validates
curiosity. Instead of giving
ready-made answers, the
teacher can ask, “What do
you think?” turning pas-
sive listening into active
reasoning. Some truths
rest on evidence (like grav-
ity keeping us on Earth),
while others are shaped by
human systems (like ‘lan-
guage and meaning). It is
also fine for teachers to ad-
mit they don’t know; say-
ing, “Let’s explore this to-
gether”  ghows . that
knowledge grows through
inquiry, not certainty.
Above all, the teacher’s
role is to keep curiosity
alive.

‘A classroom blessed
with curious students is
like a garden of wonder,
where questions bloom in-
to creativity, innovation
takes root, and the fra-
grance of new knowledge
spreads everywhere.
When teachers nurture
learners’ natural curiosity,
both teachers and students
grow wiser and inspire oth-
ers to think, question, and
imagine. What a beautiful
garden such a classroom
would be!

The writer is an ELT resource person
and education columnist. Email
rayanal@yahoo.co.uk




