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PREFACE

Every science must have its special vocabulary or terminology.
Sciences deal with ideas, thoughts, and concepts, and these must be
expressed in words. Even the facts which are the groundwork of
science must be set forth largely in words. No science, therefore, can
have any more precision and exactitude than the words or other
symbols, such as mathematical or chemical formulae, in which it is
embodied. Quite generally, this situation calls for a special dictionary
or glossary for each particular science.

The foregoing is perhaps even more true for sociology than for
many other sciences. Since sociology deals with matters of common-
place- experience, the thoughts, ideas, and concepts which it must
express are, with relatively few exceptions, included in any standard
general dictionary, and most of the really important terms are already
to some degree familiar even to the immature members of society,
and are frequently used in everyday speech. Scientific accuracy
demands that precise and limited meanings should be assigned to
these terms, in order that they may be used uniformly alike by
specialists, students, and amateurs in the field. In the case of some
words, a sufficiently precise sociological definition may be found in a
general dictionary, and what is needed is an underscoring of this
particular interpretation. In other cases, the requirements of the
science call for specialized definitions which do not occur in the
precise form in any ordinary dictionary. For both these purposes,
a special volume is indispensable. If this process occasionally appears
to do violence to the preconceptions already held by users of a given
word there seems to be no escape, and one who wishes to deal scien-
tifically with sociology must resign himself to the effort of accom-
modating his use to standardized practice. The only alternative that
has suggested itself is to invent artificial and arbitrary words,
probably derived from some classic roots, which will be given as exact
a significance as possible by the inventor. This has never had any
wide success, as the use of strange, artificial terms creates an impres-
sion of pedanticism and remoteness, and destroys the sense of human
reality which is needed to give life and acceptability to the science.
There is hardly a score of words in this Dictionary which were delib-
erately created to cover sociological concepts.



putting the more distinctly sociological word first and the more
general word second has logic on its side, but also presents no solution
in the case of terms where both words are equally sociological, as for
example, “antagonistic cooperation.” It has not been possible to
discover any comprehensive formulae that could be applied unvary-
ingly to this and related problems. The best procedure has seemed to
be to deal with each case or type of cases on the basis of its own
characteristics, following the guidance of common sense, practicality,
and minimum violence to the expectation of the user. As an example
there may be cited the procedure of giving all terms beginning with
the word ‘“social” primary listing under that head, even though in
some cases it might have seemed more logical to treat them as sub-
divisions of some other important sociological concept. Having done
this with “social,” it seemed only reasonable to follow the same prac-
tice for the terms beginning with the word “individual.” As for the
rest, each particular term has been handled in accordance with its
apparently most reasonable and practical place in the entire scheme.

One additional problem arises from the fact that sociology, as a
comprehensive science, must necessarily overlap several more special-
ized fields, such as those of anthropology, economics, psychology,
political science, statistics, and history. It is not possible to set up any
rigid dividing lines, nor to work out an inclusive formula that will
prescribe exactly how far into each of these domains it is expedient
to go. In this case, some guidance is to be found in the degree of
sociological character of various specific terms. Thus “amulet” is
definitely an anthropological term, and yet it has genuine sociological
significance. On the other hand “blow-gun” is a little too specialized
to belong in a Dictionary of Sociology.

The preparation of this Dictionary has rested with a staff com-
posed of an Editor, an Associate Editor, three Advisory Editors and
ninety-three Contributing Editors, whose names are listed on a preced-
ing page. The large bulk of the definitions has been supplied individ-
ually by the members of the Board of Contributing Editors. Such
contributions are identified by appropriate initials. In a few cases, it
seemed expedient to assign certain rather specialized fields to one
individual, who would act as Coordinator, and consolidate the offer-
ings of the group of Contributing Editors working in each respective
area. Thus Dwight Sanderson accepted this function for Agricultural
Sociology, Walter C. Reckless for Criminology, Clyde V. Kiser for



A

abandoned child. Cf. child, abandoned.

abduct. In general, to take away a human
being by stealth and often with violence;
to kidnap. In more frequent usage the
word signifies to seize and take away un-
lawfully a young woman for purposes of
marriage or rape. W.G.

abnormal. (1) Out of adjustment with the
general structure of a particular system.
Prejudicial to the efficient functioning of
a system as a whole. Contrary to social
expectation. (2) Deviating from the cus-
tomary, the usual, or the average.

abnormality. Absence of, or deviation
from, normality.

abnormality, social. Cf. social abnormality.

abolition. The agitation carried on in the
U. S. by Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd
Garrison and others against manhood
slavery between 1832 and 1862. The means
advocated ranged from the aiding of runa-
way slaves, and the use of force by private
parties, to legal enactments and compen-
sation for emancipated slaves by the State.

G.M.F.

abortion. In lay, inaccurate language, a
criminal interruption of pregnancy, in the
early months. In more accurate medical
terminology abortion is any detachment or
expulsion, or both, from any cause of the
fertilized ovum or fetus before it is cap-
able of independent life (i.e., first 26 or
28 weeks). After this period, and up to
the normal conclusion of pregnancy, ex-
pulsion is called premature birth (q.v.).
Abortion is medically classified as (a)
spontaneous, (b) induced, (c) legal or
illegal. A spontaneous abortion is the de-
tachment or expulsion of the previable

fetus by conditions or states not under the
control of normal physiological functions
(e.g., some pathology in the woman or an
accident). An induced abortion is an arti-
ficial interruption of pregnancy, usually
by an operation. Our confused laws make
it impossible to define legal abortion
briefly, but, generally speaking, a legal
abortion is one induced by a physician,
with the corroboratory consent of a medi-
cal colleague in good standing, for ade-
quate and generally accepted medical
indications (e.g., to save the life or pre-
serve the health of the pregnant woman).
Otherwise abortion is illegal in the U.S.A.
The laws of one or two states do not
permit even the above, but medical cus-
tom accepts the principle just stated.
N.E.H.

abortion, criminal. The unlawful destruc-

tion of a fetus by the use of drugs, instru-

ments, or manipulation. Cf. abortion
ERG.

absolute divorce. The legal dissolving of a
marriage permitting one or both members
of the former union to remarry. E.R.G,

absolutism. The form of national govern-
ment in which the supreme power is exer-
cised by a monarch, or a small group,
either with or without a constitution. By
a figure of speech, the term is applied to
autocratic control exercised over any social
group by one or a few persons. G.M.F.

abstinence. Voluntary total avoidance of
satisfaction of an appetite, because of
taboo or moral restraint as in the avoid-
ance of meat on fast days, or of aleoholic
liquors. P.H.H.

abstinence, marital. (general) The refrain-
ing from indulging the sexual appetite in



accouchement

action, serial

between plurels of every other variety, and
characterized by a low degree of social
distance. If the emphasis on the common-
human aspect is retained, synonyms and/
or related terms are agreement, conform-
ity, accommodation, assimilation, accul-
turation, harmony, concord, etc. When as-
sociation reaches the intensity of accord-
ance, mutual participation in emotions,
memories, and habitual attitudes ensues;
conduct becomes more and more in ac-
cord, grows more and more similar. Never-
theless, accordance marks only the phase
of similarity, not of identity; although in
many respects very close to concepts such
as social amalgamation, fusion, unification,
solidarity, etc., it does not signify the
maximum degree of association. H.B.
accouchement. Child delivery. E.RG.
accountability (financial). A situation in
which a person can be “held to account”,
i.e,, legally made financially responsible
for damage, loss, or results of neglect;
(criminological) a situation in which an of-
fender, whether or not “guilty” or “mor-
ally responsible”, is considered to have
committed without duress an act injurious
to others, so that organized society through
legal measures must so treat him as to
minimize repetition of the act or continua-
tion of “criminal behavior”. Cf. respon-
sibility. T.D.E.

acculturation. (1) A process of condition-
ing: (a) a child in the behavior patterns
—overt and covert—of his in-groups, or
(b) a member of an out-group for assimi-
lation into, accommodation to, or imita-
tion of the pattern of the in-group. bp.EwW.

(2) The assumption of culture through
contact, especially with a people of higher
civilization. Cf. diffusion. G.P.M.

accumulation. The process or act of col-
lecting or amassing culture traits such as
ideas, artifacts, or techniques. J.P.E.

achievement. Progress toward a desired
objective., While generally used in the
sense of conscious improvement of society,
it may be used as attaining a goal, whether
or not that attainment has been beneficial
to anyone, M.C.E.

achievement, social. Cf. social achieve-

ment.

acquired. Received from some outside
source; not innate. Cf. acquired charac-
teristic. J.PE.

acquired character. Cf. character, acquired.

acquired characteristic. Cf. characteristic,
acquired.

acquired pattern. Cf, pattern, acquired.

acquisitive. Having a strong desire to re-
ceive or possess. J.PE.

acquisitiveness. The quality of having a
strong desire to receive or possess. J.P.E.

acquisitiveness, social. Cf. social acquisi-
tiveness.

Act of God. An event or situation the
cause of which may be explained in terms
of human or natural action, but which is
not attributable to the carelessness or the
forethought of anyone in particular. ~N.A.

action. A process involving change as well
as progressive alteration of status. M.ce

action, corporate. Action engaged in by in-
dividuals so united as to react to the en-
vironment as though they were parts of
the same living organism. M.S.

action, direct. The resort to such non-
political methods as strikes, sabotage, vio-
lence or non-violent resistance to govern-
ment in order to accomplish political,
social or economic changes; in contrast to
political action (q.v.) R.N.B.

action, impulsive. Action without fore-
sight of goal or voluntary direction. Mm.s.

action, individual. Cf. individual action.

action, political. The use of political ma-
chinery to accomplish changes in the social
and economic order, as contrasted with
direct action (q.v.). R.N.B.

action, reciprocal. Action in which each
of a plural number of participants matches
the action of each of the others. M.S,

action, serial. Action in which the first
participant initiates activity, and in which
the second, and each subsequent, partici-



adjustment of personality

after care

involved. Cf. vocational guidance; voca-
tional rehabilitation; vocational training.
AEW,

adjustment of personality. (1) Those types
of relationship between the parts of a
personality (q.v.) which promote the long-
run interests of the personality and the
requirements of the social groups on
which the interests of the personality de-
pend. (2) Those processes which tend to
produce such relationships; social proc-
esses (q.v.) when analyzed from the stand-
point of the changes which occur in the
individual and the effects of those changes
upon the long-run interests of the indi-
vidual. H.H.

administration, household. Cf. household
administration.

administrative regulation. An order is-
sued by an administrative officer of gov-
ernment in pursuance of an act of legis-
lature which delegates either general or
restrictive authority to the administrator
to modify or amplify the provisions of the
original act. The regulation has the status
of law and is enforceable by the courts;
it may be challenged in the court as ex-
ceeding the powers or purpose of the law
(ultra vires). Administrative orders are
becoming increasingly important in fields
such as public health, immigration, pub-
lic welfare, social insurance, and regula-
tion of business. Jw.M'C,

adolescence. A period in the development
of the human individual between puberty,
the beginning of greatly accelerated sex
development, and full maturity. Commonly
used as a synonym for youth. ERG.

adolescent court. Cf. court, adolescent.
adoption. Voluntary acceptance, confirmed
usually by recognized court or other legal
action, of a child of other parents to be
the same as one’s own natural child. A.J.T.
adult education. Cf. education, adult.
adult probation. Cf. probation, adult.
adultery. Socially unsanctioned sexual re-

lations on the part of a married person
with a person other than the spouse. ¢.p.M,

advance. The first tentative, incipient
stages of association occurring after social
contact in one or another form has been
established. Synonyms and/or related
terms are: to make overtures, to estab-
lish relations, to “break the ice,” etc.
From the social-psychological standpoint
it may be said that, in advance, there al-
ways remains some feeling of hesitation;
the incipient association is regarded as a
more or less doubtful experiment. Usually
one of the two participants (advance is a
common-human process most clearly ex-
emplified in the pair) manifests greater in-
decision and is less desirous of closer ap-
proach than the other. The conscious or
unconscious resolve to break the reserve
holding them apart falls to the latter, who
then carries out an act of advance or, as
it were, makes advances or overtures. Ex-
ceptions are fairly numerous, however;
oftentimes advance on both sides takes
place because mutual desire for it is la-
tent or manifest. H.B.

advertising. A display of the presumed
values of consumption goods, or of pro-
duction goods when offered for sale, rang-
ing all the way from dignified restraint
to lying ostentation, and using any means
of communication. Disvalues are never
mentioned. F.E.L.

aesthetic ideationalism. Cf. ideationalism,
aesthetic.

affiance. To solemnly pledge oneself or (in
the case of parents) another, in marriage;
to betroth. W.G.

affiliation. 1. A state of legal, formal or
cooperative relationship between two or
more organized social groups; the process
of establishing same. 2. A legal action
or process whereby an illegitimate child is
declared the offspring of a designated man.

F.H.H.

affinity. Relationship by marriage, as with
the consanguine relative of a spouse or
the spouse of a consanguine relative. Cf.
consanguinity. G.P.M.

after care. Usually, social case work ser-
vices rendered a client after his discharge
from a hospital or institution. Also used
in nursing and allied fields. W.P.



aggregate

agricultural ladder

people gathering together indiscriminately,
M.S,

aggregate. Cf. social aggregate. The proc-
ess of bringing units together into an
unorganized body or mass, without any
permanently significant binding consensus.

aggregate, genetic. A group of kindred
persons who have lived together from birth
in one place; a settled group recruited ex-
clusively by its own birth rate; a group
whose members are of one blood through
in-group marriage. N.LS.
aggregate, social. Cf. social aggregate.

aggregation. Cf. aggregate. In matrix
algebra and in dimensional sociology, a
list of separately recorded entities. Thus
a calendar of a month is an aggregation
of days, a map is an aggregation of re-
gions, a roll call is an aggregation of
persons and a scale is an aggregation of
units. S.C.D.

aggression. Action directed toward con-
trolling the person, action or possessions
of one or more others against their will,
for the primary benefit of the controlling
agent, but also with the purpose of pro-
ducing suffering or discontent on the part
of those controlled. M.S.

agitator. (1) A person who by voice and
pen expresses the grievances of disadvan-
taged classes and groups and attempts to
organize radical reforms. R.N.B.

(2) One who attempts to produce dis-
content, restlessness or rebellious behavior
in others. M.S.

agnate. A consanguine relative in the pa-
trilineal (q.v.) or male line. Cf. cognate.
G.P.M.

agnation. The kinship system, prevailing
in ancient Rome, whereby relationship was
traced exclusively through males. Rela-
tives having a common male ancestor,
traced through male descent, were called
agnat. W.G.

agoraphobia. Neurotie fear of open places,
especially of crossing them; in some cases
possibly the result of social isolation Cf.
ghetto J.H.B.

agrarian movement. Widespread collec-
tive action for the establishment of new
values for the improvement of agricul-
ture both as an industry and as a mode
of life; e.g., the Granger Movement of
the 1870’s, and the Non-Partisan League
in the Dakotas after the first World War.

D.S.

agreement (political). An international
agreement for which, in the United States,
the advice and consent of the Senate is
solicited and obtained is called a treaty.
The name “Agreement” or “Executive
Agreement” has come to be attributed to
the many agreements signed by the Ex-
ecutive with foreign Powers—over 1200 in
number—without submission for the ap-
proval of the Senate. These agreements
cover a wide range, all the way from postal
agreements to such important documents
as the Lansing-Ishii Agreement of 1917
and the Roosevelt-Litvinoff Agreement of
1933. Some have had congressional ap-
proval; others have not. Based on the
premise that the Constitution does not
specify the subject-matter of treaties, and
on certain dicta in the Supreme Court’s
decision in the Curtiss-Wright Export Cor-
poration case, 299 U. S. 304, there has in
recent years been a strong effort to dem-
onsfrate that in the interests of ‘“democ-
racy” the two-thirds requirement of Senate
approval is and should be deemed out-
moded and the Executive Agreement, with
or without congressional approval, should
be substituted. Its opponents regard this
as a dangerous encroachment of the Ex-
ecutive power on the United States Con-
stitution and Government. E.M.B.

agricultural extension service. A coopera-
tive adult educational enterprise, supported
by federal and state and county funds,
to assist farmers and their wives in im-
proving farm and home practices, and the
farm population in improving and enrich-
ing rural life. E.des.B.

agricultural ladder. An expression used
in rural sociology and agricultural eco-
nomics to denote the vertical social mo-
bility between the agricultural social
classes, and more specifically the process
by which a farm youth commences as a
hired hand and passes successively through



alienation

ambulance chaser

alienation. (1) The state of estrangement
of one spouse from the other. (2) A con-
dition of mental derangement or lapse
from normal state of mind. F.W.K.

alienist. A semi-legal word meaning a
specialist in mental diseases who appears
in court to testify as to a person’s men-
tal state at present or during the act of
committing a crime. J.w.NM'C

alley dwelling. An intra-block dwelling
fronting on an alley. These often consti-
tute hidden slums behind respectable
facades. S.S.

alimony. An allowance required by a
court to be paid out of the estate or earn-
ings of a husband to his wife or by a for-
mer husband to his former wife, or by a
wife to a husband. In about one-third of
our states alimony is allowed to the for-
mer husband out of the former wife's es-
tate. Temporary alimony (pendente lite)
is an allowance required from the hus-
band to the wife before a divorce is
granted. Permanent alimony is an allow-
ance after divorce. The amount of ali-
mony and the length of time it must be
paid vary according to the financial cir-
cumstances, health, age, social position
and other factors decided by the court.
The court frequently revises the amount
and methods of payment to meet new cir-
cumstances. o.w.

allotment. A share of land set apart for
the benefit of a person or group for im-
mediate possession or use, formerly for
cultivation. F.W.K.

allrightnick. A returned immigrant, or-
dinarily from the United States, who
brings with him a superficial veneer of
the culture of the land in which he has
temporarily resided, including a smatter-
ing of its language and a glib smartness
and affectation of superiority.

almoner. One commissioned or author-
ized to distribute alms. The office of alm-
oner was originally instituted by the
church, and once performed a much more
important function than now. J.M.R.

almonry. (1) A place where alms are of-
ficially distributed. (2) Place where alm-
oner resides. JTMR,

alms. The pittance of charity, generally
given by individuals to beggars, but in the
traditions of charity extolled as blessings
to the giver Cf. dole. N.A,

almshouse. An institution housing the pub-
licly supported poor of an administrative
unit. (Variously known as “poor farm,”
“county farm” and “poor house”.) w.r.

almsman. (1) A recipient of alms. (2) In
the past, also a giver of alms. J. MR,

altruism. Regard for others, devotion to
others, usually implying some self-sacri-
fice. The opposite of egoism. o.w,

altruistic. Not egoistie; unselfish; marked
by altruism; having primary regard for
the interests and welfare of others or of
the social group; especially having such
regard with respect to others in the inti-
mate personal relations of social life. In-
terested more in the total amount of hap-
piness than in its distribution. F.H.H.

amalgamate. To participate in, or experi-
ence, the process of amalgamation. (q.v.)

amalgamation, (1) The biological process
whereby two or more racial types are fused
into a homogenous blend by means of
interbreeding and progressive combination
of the respective germ plasms. (2) By
analogy, the union into a functional group
of two or more separate persons or groups,
differing in minor characteristics but suf.
ficiently similar in fundamental traits so
that the result of the combination is &
smooth and homogeneous blend

ambil-anak. A special exception to the
usual marriage customs in the case of a
daughter, frequently occurring in patri-
lineal (q.v.), patrilocal (q.v.) societies
when a family has no sons, whereby for
one generation residence is matrilocal
(q.v.), descent is matrilineal (q.v.), and
the customary bride-price (q.v.) is omitted
or reduced. G.P.M.

ambulance chaser. A lawyer, or a person
on behalf of a lawyer, who solicits legal
business contrary to the standards of pro-
fessional ethics; sometimes generally ap-
plied to persons who fail to observe pro-
fessional standards of behavior in any pro-
fessional field. F.W.K.




anchorite

anthropocentrism

anchorite. A religious hermit. L.P.E.
androcracy. A social condition of mascu-
line supremacy, especially when based pri-
marily on brute strength. Cf. father-right;
patriarchate. G.P.M,

angel. One who supports a cause or ac-
tivity, a contributor or benefactor who
supplies the money for an activity or
work, perhaps making the gift anony-
mously. N.A.

animals, family life of. Care by one or
both parents most common among mam-
malians, but found more or less among
birds, and occasionally among certain
fish. Facts are so contradictory that no
general principle except vague “parental
instinct” can be derived from animal life
for human family forms or contributions
to social evolution. AT,

animatism (anthropological). Belief that
all or certain important objects are alive,
or contain communicable energy (mana).
If sufficiently powerful to be objects of
magic or worship, they are respected as
vehicles of impersonal power or as being
themselves personal in motivation. Con-
trasted with animism, which conceives
certain objects as inhabited by person-
alized spirits, detachable like human
shoots from the body or object in question.
Cf. mana; fetishism; animism. T.D.E.

animism. The belief that all things, ani-
mate and inanimate, are endowed with
personal indwelling souls, or the theory
that the belief in spiritual beings, i.e.,
souls (q.v.), ghosts (q.v.), and spirits
(q.v.). is the original and basic element
in religion. Cf. animatism; preanimism.
G.P.M,

anomalies. Abnormalities associated with
criminal constitutions and believed to be
causal correlates. J.P.S.

anomalies, physical. The physical stigmata
which Cesare Lombroso held would iden-
tify the criminal. It was Lombroso’s con-
tention that criminals were born, not
made, and evidence of criminality could
be seen in the peculiar shape of various
parts of the face and head particularly.
Although the theory has been discredited,

i §¢

it has been revived in recent years by a
small group of physical anthropologists.
J.w.M'C.

anomie. A French word meaning norm-
lessness (q.v.), social and personal dis-
organization, demoralization, ete. H.B.

anonymity. The state of being anonymous,
disclosing no name, not known. o.W.

anonymous. Characterized by being un-
named, and thus undefined and unclassi-
fied or unlocated. Examples are unknown
benefactors and writers—and criminals.

F.EL.

anonymousness. The state or condition of
being without a name; undesignated and
therefore unknown. Anonymity has the
same meaning F.E.L.

antagonism. Active opposition to, or inter-
ference with, another object, personal or
abstract. One of the overt manifestations
of antipathy. Antagonism may be directed
against a person, 8 group, an idea, or a
movement.

antagonistic. Acting or feeling in opposi-
tion or in contravention. F.H.H.

antagonistic co-operation. Cf. co-operation,
antagonistic.

antagonistic effort. Cf. effort, antagonistic.

antagonize. To act in opposition, or so as
to produce opposition, F.H.H.

antecedents. Events preceding a situation
and having some causal relation to it.
Consideration of antecedents involves the
assumption of a continuity relation be-
tween events in a series. N.A.

anthropic. Pertaining to precultural man,
the life of genus homo as animals among
other competing species, Distinguished
from anthropoid (q.v.), human (q.v.), cul-
tural (q.v.). T.D.E.

anthropocentrism. That view which as-
sumes man to be the central fact of the
universe, to which all other facts have
reference, J.G.L



anti-social grudge

archaeology

anti-social grudge. A deep-seated resent-
ment against society in general or social
regulations in particular which may in
turn lead to delinquent or criminal con-
duct as a “grievance reaction.” M.AE

apartment. A living unit or a suite of
rooms in a building containing three or
more living units having some common
services or facilities, or both, and served
by & common entrance hall.

apartment house, (1) A building contain-
ing three or more living units having
common services or facllities, or both, and
served by a common entrance hall. (2) A
structure two or more stories in height
under one roof, designed for the accom-
modation of two or more families.

aphrodisiac. A food or drug designed to
originate or increase sexual desire or
potency. E.R.G.

applicant. In social work, a person who
seeks the services of a soclal agency. w.p.

application blank. A form for recording
data furnished by one who applies for
service, relief, employment, etc. W.P.

application interview. A part of the appli-
cation process, usually the more formal or
complete interview in which the client’s
request for asasistance is explored. W.P.

applied soelology. Cf. soclology, applied.

approach. A category of attitudes con-
trasted with those of withdrawal, when
all attitudes are classified as attitudes of
approach, withdrawal, indifference, ambi-
valence or combinations thereof. T.D.E.

approach, conceptual Cf. conceptual ap-
proach.

approach, objective. An attitude toward a
situation in which cultural or group evalu-
ations and personal interest or bias are
either absent or so controlled as to reduce
their effects to a minimum. Approach is
objective to the degree that personal ten-
sions productive of biassed observation
or interpretation are relaxed or frankly
recognized but dissociated from the pro-
cess of inquiry. T.D.E.

approach, subjective. An attitude toward
a situation in which cultural, group or
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personal valuations are permitted to affect
observation and judgment; an attitude
acceptable in our culture when taken by
a practitioner, a poet or artist, or in the
appraisals of every day life, but con-
sidered inconsistent with strict scientific
method. T.D.E.

aptitude test. A method of measuriné
present performance as & means of esti-
mating future potentialities of the one
teated for success in a contemplated
course of training or study. The estimate
based on such a test is necessarily in
terms of probabilities only, e.g., scholastic
aptitude test, tests for aptitudes for
skilled trades, clerical occupations, execu-
tive positions, learned professions, and
artistic pursuits. FD.W,

arbitration. The process of submitting s
matter in dispute to one or more disinter-
ested persons called arbitrators, whose
decision, called the award, is binding upon
the parties. Arbitration is now generally
recognized by law as a method of settling
disputes without legal action and awards
are frequently enforcible by the courts.
In certain trades and occupations having
elaborate codes and customs arbitration
is the method almost invariably resorted
to for the settlement of disputes and de-
tailed provisions are set up deflning its
use. F.W.K.

arbitration, industrial. The process of re-
ferring disputes between employers and
employees to the decision of “impartial
adjudicators.” Arbitration may be either
voluntary or compulsory. The former
exists whenever a collective labor agree-
ment provides for the machinery of im-
partial adjudication. The latter exists
when the state requires both parties to
submit their disputes to arbitration,
whether a labor agreement provides for it
or not. The term is to be contrasted with
international arbitration which covers dis-
putes between nations which concern their
political relations, and with commercial
arbitration which is concerned with the
settlement of disputes arising out of busi-
ness contracts, under which commerce and
trade are carried on. ro.w.

archaeology. The scientific study of early
or primitive cultures, particularly as man-
ifested by their artifacts.



area, urban

art

area, urban. Limited geographical area in-
habited by a relatively dense population;
officially, in the United States, 2500 or
more population. E.E.M.

area of characterization. That region or
section of the earth’s surface in which any
group develops its distinctive traits. As
generally used, the term refers to the
geographical region in which any particu-
lar section of the human species, as a
result of physical adaptation and sex
selection operating under conditions of
isolation and segregation, develops into a
race with distinctive traits or characters.

area of deterioration. Cf. zone of deteri-
oration.

area of sympathy, A set of phenomena
about which a common emotional concern
is shared by a group of individuals. r.F.c.

area of transition. That territory in which
a different form of land usage is becom-
ing established. The term refers to the
area in a city between the business dis-
trict and the surrounding zone of working
men’s homes. Cf. zone of transition. Jj.p.E.

area of understanding. A set of phenomena
concerning which a group of individuals
share mutual information or have a com-
mon universe of discourse. P.F.C.

areas, social and economic. Cf. social and
economic areas.

areas, vice, Localities which have a con-
centration of houses of prostitution and/or
soliciting prostitutes on the streets suffi-
cient to characterize them. They develop
usually under favorable conditions, espe-
cially in districts which cannot contest
their existence. They are to be found in
or on the fringe of urban communities.
But they also display a mushroom growth
in non-urban areas where unusual aggre-
gation of unattached men (i.e. non-family
men) abounds, such as in a boom town, a
mining camp, army camp, and so forth.

W.C.R.

argot. The so-called ‘“slanguage” of any
group; particularly the ungrammatical
and unfamiliar characteristic jargon of a
nonconformist group, such as tramps,
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gypsies or a gang. It is a distinguishing
feature of & social type. FEL

argot, criminal. Cf. criminal argot.

aristocracy. The socially superior, the
commonly recognized “best families.”
Those set apart by highest social esteem,
most cultivated manners, greatest domi-
nance in social, and frequently political,
affairs. Strictly speaking, the upper no-
bility whose rank and powers are heredi-
tary and legally established above those
of other socio-political strata. The patri-
cians were an aristocracy, par excellence.
The FFV'’s were de facto aristocrats.
W.C.H.

arrest, liability to. Cf. liability to arrest.

arson. In common law, the willful and
malicious burning of the house or out-
house belonging to, or in possession of,
another man. Its felonious or heinous
character reflects the sacredness that was
attached to the habitations of men. Statu-
tory law has enlarged upon the common
law meaning of arson so as to make it
include maliciously setting fire to build-
ings other than dwelling houses, or even
other kinds of inflammable property.
Under the statutes of many states and of
the Federal government arson may be
punished by death. AEW.

art. (1) One of the primary social insti-
tutions attempting to answer symbolically
the riddle of life, as religion does spir-
itually. This quest man pursues constantly
in the desire to alleviate his ever-present
fear of death. The sociological importance
of art and artworks lies in their evidence
of a collective mind (q.v.) which unites
the creating artist through the artwork
with the receptive audience. Art by means
of conscious irrationalization effects the
eternalization of a given culture. Cf.
beauty; religion; value . J.H.B.

(2) Skill, technique, manipulation, or-
ganized, communicable, culturally trans-
mitted. Practical or applied arts are dis-
tinguished from the fine arts (dance,

drama, poetry, architecture, painting,
sculpture, music) which have in common
the extension of human experience

through the sharing of imagination and
of feeling. Art is distinet from ritual in
that the latter undertakes the work of



agsociation, eriminal

attention, focus of

association, eriminal. 1. A group organ-
ized expressly for the pursuit of criminal
interests. 2. A process of intimate and
friendly communication with criminals
which tends to result in the assimilation
of criminal behavior-patterns. E.H.S.

association, differential. The distribution
of a person’s associations in a manner dif-
ferent from those of other persons; gen-
erally stated as an hypothesis of criminal
behavior, namely, that a person who de-
velops criminal behavior differs from
those who do not develop criminal be-
havior in the quantity and quality of his
associations with criminal patterns and
in his relative isolation from anti-criminal
patterns, and that differential association
with these criminal and anti-criminal pat-
terns is therefore the cause of criminal
behavior. According to this hypothesis,
either the techniques, motives, rationaliza-
tions, and other elements are learned ex-
clusively in association with criminal
patterns, or, if learned in part in other
kinds of association, are combined and
organized in association with criminal
patterns. E.H.S.

association, voluntary. A group freely or-
ganized by citizens for the pursuit of
some interests in contrast to a state estab-
lished agency.

assortative (assortive) mating. The mat-
ing of persons of similar genetic traits, as
tall with tall, or blond with blond; the
opposite of random mating. Although
sometimes used to describe the mating of
persons of similar social traits, such as
similarity in education or religious belief,
strict usage limits this term to the mating
of persons who are similar in one or more
hereditary traits. F.H.H.

asthenic physique. Cf. physique, asthenic.

astrology. Divination (q.v.) by interpret-
ing the influence of the stars upon human
affairs. G.P.M.

asylum. (1) A sacred and inviolable sanc-
tuary (q.v.), e.g., 8 temple, from which a
criminal or other fugitive, seeking refuge
there, may not be forcibly removed; or
the right of a fugitive to remain inviolate
in such a place. Cf. city of refuge. G.p.M.
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(2) An institution (q.v.) for the organ-
ized care, protection, or support of some
needy element in the population, such as
orphans, insane, or feeble-minded.

asylum, right of. The recognition by law
or custom of entry to and protection in a
country, or institution, of persons escap-
ing from political, religious or racial per-
secution. Applied also in medieval times
to religious refuges open to criminals and
debtors from which they could not be re-
moved without sacrilege. Cf. sanctuary.
R.N.B.

atavism. The reappearance of a trait
which appeared in an ancestor more re-
mote than the parent. Atavism and rever-
sion are frequently used synonymously
although atavism refers to the reappear-
ance of & specific trait while reversion
refers to a type or a combination of less
specific traits. o.W.

atavistic, Pertaining to atavism. (q.v.).
o.W.

athletic physique. Cf. physique, athletic.

atomism. The theory or belief that a
goup is to be explained or understood in

rms of its individual members or units
rather than in terms of a collective whole;
the denial that society or any group has
any existence or meaning apart from that
of its individual members.

atomize. The type of social process by
which social groups are broken into frag-
ments or larger social patterns are re-
duced to smaller ones. N.A.

atrophy. The disappearance of a part of
the body by disuse, pressure or disease;
a wasting or withering of any part of the
body. o.W.

attack. That aspeet of sgocial conflict in
which one personality or group seeks to
damage the physical, psychological, or
social struetures, or to thwart the pur-
poses, of another personality or group.
H.H.

attention, focus of. That area in the con-
tent of consciousness of which the indi-
vidual is most aware at a given moment.

P.HY.



autoerotism

avunculocal

autoerotism. Self-induced sexual satisfac-
tion. Frequently used as a synonym for
masturbation but rightly a more inclusive
term. E.R.G.

autointoxication. State of an individual
suffering from absorption of uneliminated
endogogenous toxin in the intestinal tract.
The presence of the toxin is caused by
intestinal stasis (constipation). J.M.R.

automatic selection. Cf. selection, auto-
matic.

autonomic. Referring to that part of the
human organism which is concerned with
carrying on the vital processes. It includes
the viscera with their involuntary muscles
and nervous system (the physiological
basis of the emotions) as distinct from
the higher brain centers and striped
muscles having to do with reasoning and
movement. The latter is sometimes called
the projicent system as contrasted with
the former or autonomic system. F.D.W.

autonomous. Characteristic of a political
organ, a social institution, or a social
group which possesses the right and
power to determine its own course of
action. G.M.F.

autonomy. A state or condition in which
self-direction is enjoyed; this self-direc-
tion being the property of the group or a
people within a geographical area, or even
of a scattered group. N.A.

average. A device for representing as ac-
curately as possible in a single symbolic
unit the occurrence and distribution of a
trait or character in a series of units. Cf.
mean; median; mode.

average, moving. A method of smoothing
to show the trend in a series of numerical
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items. It consists in replacing the items
by a succession of averages each of
which is based upon a set number of ad-
jacent items which overlap those con-
tributing to the net average. M.Pt.

aversion, individual, Cf. individual aver-
sion.

aversion, social. Cf. social aversion.

avocation. A leisure activity that is fol-
lowed regularly and seriously, and that
has recreational and other useful values.
An interest pursued consistently with
specific time devoted to it. It is unlike a
vocation or regular employment in that
the main drive is the interest in the ac-
tivity; not engaged in chiefly for financial
gain, nor pursued for any reward beyond
itself. Cf. hobby. M.H.N.

avoidance. Evasion or warding off of ill
by practical, magical, and religious
methods. J.G.L.

avoidance relationship. A special relation-
ship between particular relatives, e.g., be-
tween a man and his mother-in-law,
according to which each avoids physical
contact or familiarity with the other. Cf.
joking relationship. G.P.M.

avunculate. A special relationship between
maternal uncle and sister’s son, particu-
larly where the former exercises author-
ity (q.v.) over his nephew and where the
latter inherits from or succeeds him.
G.P.M.

avunculocal. Pertaining to customary or
preferential residence, on the part of a
married couple, at the home of the hus-
band’s maternal uncle. Cf. matrilocal;
patrilocal. G.P.M.



bastard

behavior, native

schools, and cemeteries. Maps of this kind
provide an important background or
framework for superimposing primary
and other data, thus facilitating the loca-
tion of specific problems, the verification
of hypotheses, the analysis of data, and
the discovery of hidden facts and relation-
ships. C.F.8.

bastard. A person born out of wedlock;
an illegitimate person; a person who
under the English common law, and ex-
cept where otherwise provided by law,
has no claim to succeed to property of his
parents or to the name of either. r.wa

bastardy. The state of being a bastard;
illegitimacy; the legal offense of beget-
ting a bastard child. F.W.K,

battery. The unlawful use of force by one
person upon another; beating, wounding,
including every touching however trifling
of another’s person or clothes, in an angry,
insolent or hostile manner; legally, the
offense may be a civil wrong, a tort, or
a criminal offense. Cf. assault. F.W.K,

Baumes laws. The restrictive penal legis-
lation sponsored by a committee of the
New York State Senate of which Senator
Caleb H. Baumes was chairman. These
laws, enacted in 1926, provided an increase
in penalty with each successive offerse
and an automatic life sentence for the
fourth offense whether known at the time
of conviction or discovered after sentence.
The term “Baumes laws” has been widely
applied to similar habitual offender laws
subsequently enacted in other states.
MAER.

beauty. That quality which brings intense
appreciation of values or inspiring ideals.
Beauty is composed of harmonies and
contrasts of line, color, form, tone and
words; suggesting or presenting nature’s
appeals, human conditions, achievements,
anticipations or dreams. These, as beau-
tiful, are enjoyed, not merely technically
as means, but finally as ends, for their
intrinsic worth, immediately and without
question. Beauty is the central theme or
consideration in the social function of the
fine arts. C.J.B.

beggar. One who habitually solicits money
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or other goods from those not socially
responsible for his maintenance, without
offering anything of equivalent value in
return,

behavior. The manner of acting in a given
aituation. J.P.E,

behavior, acquired. Behavior resulting
from factors modified through previous
action of the organism or through the in-
fluence of the environment. M8,

behavior, collective. The behavior of a
group when it is of such a nature as to
give the appearance of arising from unity
of attitude, feeling, and motivation. The
type of behavior consistent with the an-
alogical concept of the group as an
organism,

behavior, covert. Behavior not observable
to another through any process of sensa-
tion; behavior known to another only by
inference from other behavior. M.8.

behavior, criminal. Cf. criminal behavior.

behavior, customary. Conduct in conform-
ity to traditional patterns; modes of action
in harmony with long-standing and ac-
cepted standards; habitual observance of
the folkways and mores. N.L.S.

behavior, familial. The interactions of
members of a family as expressed in con-
duct. ERG.

behavior, family. The activities of an indi-
vidual family, or the interactions within
a family of its various members. E.RG.

behavior, group. Cf. group behavior.

behavior, human. The acquired manner in
which a human being acts in a given situ-
ation as a result of his previous human
association. Contrasted with any innate
activity which is common to other forms
of animal life. J.P.E.

behavior,
havior.

individual. Cf. individual be-

behavior, native. Behavior resulting from
factors that were present in the organism
from its beginning. M.S.



behavior clinic

belief

Any definition of sympathetic behavior
which does not take account of at least
the six main varieties noted is patently
inadequate. H.B.

behavior clinic. Psychiatric and/or psycho-
logical clinic dealing with child and adult
behavior problems. The clinics, for the
most part, render diagnostic service and
receive their intake from courts, schools,
social agencies, and state institutions,
Some ¢linics, however, undertake treat-
ment of cases as well as diagnosis. In
many instances, behavior clinics are con-
nected with hospitals and state institu-
tions which give out-patient service. Sepa-
rately housed child guidance clinics have
been established in American cities since
1920 and these have operated primarily as
social agencies, drawing their support
from private funds. Some states have pro-
vided mobile behavior clinics to be acces-
sible for referrals of children's cases from
smaller towns. Behavior clinics, whether
for children or adults or both, are an im-
portant cog in the mental hygiene move-
ment, W.C.R.

behavior pattern. Cf. pattern, behavior.

behavior patterning. A socio-psychological
process in which behavior is definitely
shaped by the models to which the person
responds. In its simplest form, behavior
patterning is the acquisition of easy
modes of behavior—say a gesture or a
new slang expression. In its complicated
aspects, it involves the progressive ac-
quisition of special skills, attitudes, and
philosophies of life, such as characterize
a circus clown, a professional wrestler, a
nurse, a professional soldier, a gangster,
a case worker, It is presumed that be-
havior patterning takes place in associa-
tion. It is something more than learning,
imitation, and suggestion, although it in-
volves all of these to some extent. At the
complicated level, it is a processing of
personality by experience and association,
affecting habits, attitudes, and values. At
this level, it produces pocial types. w.ca.

behavior problem. Any conduct which is
sufficiently abnormal to merit help from
& s0cial organization, a psychiatrist, a
paychologist, ete. W.P,

behavior process. Cf. process, behavior.

behaviorism. A school of psychology hold-
ing that scientific psychology studies only
behavior. Consciousness, objects of con-
sciousness, and conscious processes are
considered as not subject to scientific in-
vestigation, or are interpreted as covert
language activity. The introspective
method is discarded or given only minor
attention. Behaviorism is not necessarily
identified with the philosophy of mech-
anism; nor is it correctly confined to the
study of partial or isolated actions, such
as conditioned reflexes or habits. M.S.

behavioristic. (1) Referring to any view
of psychology as predominantly interested
in behavior.

(2) A term sometimes applied by psy-
chologists to the tendency to define psy-
chology as the study of active relations
between organisms and their environ-
ments. Such a psychology is a modified
form of behaviorism, M.S.

being (sein). Generally, the totality of
everything which exists; specifically all
processes of which this totslity consists;
more particularly the definite form in
which such processes persist. (Non-being,
nicht sein). J.H.B.

being, human. Man in his pure general
quality; the definite form of crystalliza-
tion of life processes into an organism en-
dowed with spiritual attitudes, the lack
of which characterizes sub-human beings.
By way of a value system which even-
tually becomes independent, man creates
a super-human being. J.H.B.

Man viewed as an iso-
J.H.B.

being, non-social.
lated phenomenon.

being, social. Cf. social being.

belief. (1) The acceptance of any given
proposition as true. Such acceptance is
essentially intellectual, although it may
be strongly colored by emotion. In any
case, it establishes a mental condition in
the -individual which may serve as the
basis for voluntary action, The reality of
belief is not dependent upon the intrinsic,
objective truth of the particular proposi-
tion. There are false beliefs and true



bifurcation

block

bifurcation. The distinguishing, in kinship
terminology, of relatives through males
from like relatives through females, e.g.,
between a paternal and a maternal uncle.

G.P.M.

big brother plan. A plan for reducing
juvenile delinquency by securing the co-
operation of recognized community lead-
ers to act as “big brothers” to boys who
appear before the juvenile court. The plan
aims to organize the economic and social
resources of the community to assist boys
who need a helping hand and a little
practical guidance in growing into self-
respecting manhood. The service is en-
tirely voluntary on the part of the men
of the community, but the success of the
plan is almost impossible to determine
since adequate records of their work are
seldom maintained. J.w.M'C.

bilateral. Reckoning descent (q.v.) or in-
heritance (q.v.) equally in both the male
and the female lines, or indifferently in
elther. Cf. unilinear. G.P.M.

bill of rights. Cf. rights, bill of.
biological heredity. Cf. heredity, biological.

biological mutation. Cf. mutation, bio-
logical.

biological sociology. Cf. sociology, bio-
logical.

biology, eriminal. Cf. criminal biology.

bird of passage. A temporary immigrant,
who oscillates between his own land and
some other country, ordinarily following
the economic fluctuations in the country
of destination (q.v.).

bix"th. In demographic studies and reports,
an infant born. Births are of two cate-
gories, live, or showing signs of life after
being born, and still, or dead when de-
livery is completed. F.H.H.

birth, premature. Detachment or expul-
sion of the fetus after independent via-
bility (e.g., after 26-28 weeks) but before
completion of normal gestation. N.E.H.

birth control. Behavior designed to pre-
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vent conception as a result of coitus, or of
a social relationship within which coitus
is normal and sanctioned, specifically mar-
riage. The term includes contraception
(q.v.), and also marital abstinence or con-
tinence (q.v.). It does not include celibacy
(q.v.) or deferred marriage, the preven-
tive checks which were approved by Mal-
thus, and against which the precursor of
the Birth Control movement, Neo-Malthu-
sianism, was a direct reaction, if not re-
volt.

The term Birth Control is theoretically
inappropriate, and practically unfortunate
—inappropriate because it lays emphasis
upon birth instead of fertilization, and
unfortunate because it opens the way to
the ignorant or deliberately false assump-
tion that it includes abortion (q.v.), to
which it is diametrically opposed in spirit
and practice. However, the term is estab-
lished in customary usage, and there is
no present likelihood that it will be dis-
carded.

birth rate. Cf. rate, birth.
birth rites. Cf. rites, birth.

Black Death, the. A violent epidemic of
bubonic plague, probably concurrent with
pneumonic plague, appearing in southeast
Europe in 1346 and reaching England in
1348. Especially fatal among the lower
classes, it is variously estimated to have
killed thirty to fifty per cent of the Eng-
lish population, the percentages varying
from none to seventy-five in different
areas. Some authorities claim that it has-
tened the decline of villeinage, greatly dis-
turbed the balance of wages and prices
and led to the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381,
but all these claims are disputed by
others. It seems clearly to have led to the
Statutes of Labourers, 1350. F.H.H.

blight. Dc*erioration resulting from a de-
cline in the use value of real estate. Cf.
blighted area. S.S.

blighted area. Cf. area, blighted.

block. An urban area bounded on all sides
by public streets or by streets and a river,
park, railroad right of way or similar
barrier. The customary unit in real prop-
erty surveys. S.S.



Bolshevo

bourgeoisie

after a quarter of a century Soviet Russia
is still far from any definite structure
and form. National characteristics, his-
torical circumstances, and strategy of
leadership have created in Bolshevism a
specifically Russian phenomenon which
cannot simply be identified with or trans-
planted into the Communist movements
of other countries. For one thing, the
early upheavals, social revolutions and
the attempt at westernization in Russia
were so strikingly blended and inextri-
cably mixed that their attack seemed to
become only a two-fold advance of one
and the same movement (Lenin—the Peter
the Great of the twentieth century). The
industrialization of agrarian Russia, the
emancipation of women and the family,
the advancements in health and education
are as much a genuine part of the revolu-
tion as are the destruction of the old
ruling class, the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and the socialization of rural
Russia.

The historical struggle between Trotsky
and Stalin and the final victory of the
latter have further led to far-flung
changes in policy. “Socialism in a single
country” seems to have won the upper
hangd though the idea of a possible “world
revolution” was nurtured and directed by
the Third International.

Finally, the international situation,
especially the threatening rise of National
Socialism and its expected and final as-
sault in the Soviet fatherland, has shaped
the structure of Bolshevism. It may be
safely stated that Bolshevism in addition
to its urdoubtedly revolutionary character
has taken on many elements of genuine
Russian nationalism. Cf. Menshevik. s,

Bolshevo. The modern Soviet Commune
for the special training of young offend-
ers, located not far from Moscow. The
institution provides normal community
life and excellent academic and vocational
instruction. Only selected persons are ad-
mitted. These are 16 to 24 at time of
admission now although originally the
institution was for 13 to 17 year olds,
chiefly for the so-called “Wild Children”
following the Revolution. Persons ad-
mitted must show evidence of ability to
profit from the training. Life partakes of
a village nature with industries, school
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and sports. Married offenders bring their
families and are given apartments. Un-
married persons live in dormitory fashion.

M.A.E.

bond, mutual. C£f. mutual bond.

bootlegging. The production of, or trading
in, commodities in 2 manner prohibited by
law; especially, such production of, or
trading in, alcoholic drinks. E.H.S.

born criminal. Cf. criminal, born.

Borstals. The English institutions which
are organized for the treatment and treas-
uring of youthful offenders. Eleven in
number, these institutions provide special
care for the varying types of offenders.
Four of the Borstals are walled, four are
open, one is for boys who have broken
parole (designated as “revokees”) and
one for the especially difficult problem
cases. M.A.E.

bourgeois. A member of the bourgeoisie
(q.v.) As an adjective it describes the
traits and attitudes of the bourgeoisie.
Through its control of education, the
press, the church, and government, this
class extends its influence over much of
the proletariat. Typical are the white col-
lar workers who, though essentially wage
earners, emulate the manner of life and
ideology of the bourgeoisie. This is espe-
cially true of the labor movement in the
United States. Though it nominally repre-
sents the proletariat and is often engaged
in controversies with the capitalists, it has
sought in the main for a larger share in
the partition of wealth currently pro-
duced. It has not attempted to overthrow
the present system of production for
profit in behalf of a system of production
for use. From the borderline groups there
is movement toward both of the two main
classes. The bourgeois ideology charac-
terizes not only the dominant bourgeoisie
and the borderline groups, but extends
far down into the proletariat. M.Pm.

bourgeoisie. During the French Revolution
this term acquired political and social sig-
nificance as the name of the middle class
between the nobility and the working
class. With the rise of modern capitalism
and the rapid disappearance of an heredi-



broadcasting

business eycle

broadcasting. The term originally meant
scattering seeds on the ground. Now ap-
plied to the dissemination of communica-
tion by radio, the broadcasts being in-
tended for public reception. Organized
broadcasting has reference to the produc-
tion and transmission of programs by
standard stations for public consumption.
A broadcasting station is a place where
radio programs originate and from which
these programs are transmitted through
the air. M.H.N.

broken home. Cf. home, broken.

Buddhism. A comprehensive name for
the various religious systems which de-
veloped historically from the teachings of
Gautama Buddha (most probable dates,
563-483 B. C.). P.H.F.

budgetary studies. The scientific method
of gathering data (derived either from
questionnaires or actual records) as to
the expenditures of family income in all
levels of society. The method was first
developed by Frederic LePlay (French
economist) in the middle of the 19th cen-
tury for the purpose of determining stand-
ards of living. It has been widely used
and developed since that time in both the
United States and elsewhere. AEW,

building area. Cf. area, building.

bureaucracy. A graded hierarchy of of-
ficials each of whom is responsible to his
superiors. Ordinarily applied to govern-
mental organization in its executive
branches, but existing also in business,
industry, commerce, labor unions, social
institutions, churches, and other forms of
social organization. Bureaucratism is
usually characterized by adherence to rou-
tine, more or less inflexible rules, red
tape, procrastination, unwillingness to as-
sume responsibility, and refusal to experi-
ment. M.PM.

burglary. Breaking and entering the dwell-
ing place or place of business of another
with the intent to commit theft. Tra-
ditionally the common law defined the
term as breaking and entering the dwell-
ing place of another, in the night time,
with felonious intent. Statutes of the
various states have modified the meaning

of the term to meet modern conditions.
y.w.M'C.

burial. Inhumation (q.v.), and also other
methods of disposing of & dead body, such
as canoe burial, cremation, exposure,
mummification, ossuary, platform burial,
second funeral, tower of silence, urn
burial, water burial. GP.M.

burial, urn. The practice of disposing
of corpses, or of the ashes of cremation
(q.v.), in urns or vessels. G.P.M.

burial, water. The practice of disposing
of the corpses of the dead by throwing
them into the sea or another body of
water or setting them adrift in boats.

G.P.M.

business. A situation-process devoted to
the conduct of self-maintenance activities.
In practice it is often differentiated from
professions on the one hand and finance
on the other. It involves the assump-
tion of ownership and/or management,
and is therefore sharply contrasted to the
contribution made by labor, or the pas-
give participation of the landlord or simple
capitalist. More specifically, a business
is a productive unit, organized according
to whatever pattern is characteristic of
any particular culture, or permitted by
its mores.

business agent. The paid head of a local
trade union who acts as executive officer,
employment officer, and representative of
the local in all dealings with the em-
ployers of members of the local. Although
in theory the business agent is appointed
democratically from among the bona fide
members of the local, many business
agents are autocrats wielding tremendous
power over union members and employers
alike. In fact the position of business
agent has frequently lent itself to large
scale racketeering. On the other hand,
to curtail the power of the business agent
is tantamount to curtailing the power of
the union in bargaining with the em-
ployer. A AN

business cycle. The alternation of pros-
perity and depression characteristic of
the capitalistic system, and apparently in-
separable from it in its present develop-
ment. The figure of the cycle is inappro-
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ca’canny. In ordinary usage in Scotland
and England to ca-canny is to go cau-
tiously, carefully, or warily. But more
particularly this word is applied to the
willful restriction of industrial produc-
tion by British workmen. It is the “slow-
down strike” of this country. Ca’canny
strategy is directed against labor-saving
machinery, bonus system of remuneration,
and other devices and techniques for rais-
ing industrial efficiency. Its methods are
based upon the assumption that increased
industrial output will result in wage re-
ductions and unemployment. J.H.E.

cadet, In social literature dealing with
vice conditions the term is applied to a
person who solicits trade for a prostitute.
Also called a pimp or procurer. He may
be identified with various related vices
such as gambling or robbery. N.A.

caisse de compensation. A fund first col-
lected by certain large industrialists in
France with the object of paying work-
ingmen with families according to the
number of their dependent children under
thirteen. To avoid the probable discrimi-
nation by employers against married men
the plan was devised of inducing the own-
ers to pool the total cost of family al-
lowances and set up a genemal compen-
sation fund (caisse de compensation).
According to this scheme the expense of
family allowances was divided among all
cooperating employers in proportion to
the number of their employees or the size
of their wage bill. Compensation funds,
paying family allowances, were also or-
ganized in Belgium and Austria after
1920. In 1932 France provided by law
for a national compulsory system of com-
pensation funds paying family allowances.

W.G.
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cajolery. A form of pressure put on others,
consisting of amusing chatter, fair and
often deceptive flatteries, intended to win
favor. Wheedling, flattery, coaxing and
entrapping are terms very similar in
meaning. F.E.L.

cake of custom. Cf. custom, cake of.
caliphate. See kalifate.
calling. Cf. vocation.

camorra. An underworld, secret, criminal
organization which arose in the city of
Naples, in 1830 and continued to thrive
until about 1922. While the Camorra was
identified with the underworld of Neapoli-
tan life it also had contacts with eivil,
political, and religious authorities during
its varied career. It represented a nine-
teenth century version of an entrenched
“racket” protected by civil and political
authorities. N.F.C.

cannibalism. The practice of eating hu-
man flesh, occasionally as an ordinary
article of focd, but more commonly in
order to wreak vengeance upan an enemy,
to incorporate in oneself the spiritual
qualities of the victim, or to fulfill a re-
ligious or ceremonial requirement. c.r.M.

canon law. Cf. law, canon.
canonical court. Cf. court, canonical.
capillarity, social. Cf. social capillarity.

capital. Material objects used in the pro-
duction of wealth or in the rendering of
economic services. Capital is one of the

four factors commonly recognized in eco-
nomics as necessary for a productive unit,
or business (q.v.), the other three being
It is the

land, labor, and organization.




case work

categoric

cial institution, & community or a nation.
In contrast to the statistical method, the
case study method gives a more or less
continuous picture through time of the
experiences, social forces and influences
to which the unit has been subjected.
AEW.

case work, The function of professional
social workers in assisting disadvantaged
individuals and families to secure the
greatest possible measure of normal liv-
ing. Cf. social case work; case study
method. R.N.B.
case work, social. Cf. social case work.
case worker. One who practices social
case work. Cf. social case work. Ww.p.
cash temnant. Cf. tenant, cash.

caste. In India, a homogeneous, endoga-
mous, social control organization with dis-
tinctive rituals, especially those pertain-
ing to a religious purity. Cf. caste system
in India; caste society. Each caste and
sub-caste is given an official status rat-
ing, high or low according to the date of
its origin, its supposed one-time occupa-
tion, and the strictness of its moral and
religious codes. Also, as in Europe, a
minority with separate community life;
e.g., the gypsies and Jews. In the United
States, the white race which enforces so-
cial separatism and the Negroes who ac-
commodate by following codes and rituals
of deferential behavior. Caste has been
freely used, as in describing the Byzan-
tine Empire, to denote hereditary occupa-
tions, per se. Caste has also been, in a
very loose manner, used synonymously
with social class. W.C.H.

caste society. A popule‘ion with a com-
mon general culture, div 7 :d by social bar-
riers into endogamous units, each of which
possesses cultural specialties. Cf. caste
gystem in India. Kinship and social con-
trol organizations split the people into
segments, separated by differences in rit-
uals, morals, and canons of exclusiveness.
These units (sub-caste organizations) are
usually hierarchized according to their
“purity” or “holiness” rank. Some—es-
pecially out-caste groups—are also char-
acterized by their social status. W.C.H.

caste system in India. Society in India
is broken up into about 8,000 endogamous
units, which are best thought of as social
control (q.v.) organizations, each group
with distinctive rules and rites concern-
ing worship, food, marriage, and contami-
nation. Most of these groups are Hindu
(twice-born) sub-castes, some are “sched-
uled”, i.e., depressed caste groupings,
some are isolated tribes, some even Chris-
tian or Mohammedan groups. Caste groups
are somewhat similar in Indian civiliza-
tion to clans among primitives, except
that they are always endogamous. “Tra-
ditional occupation” is of caste signifi-
cance only among scavengers, laundry-
men, and priests. Other occupations are
engaged in by persons of many different
caste groups. Economic and social class
homogeneity characterizes only some of
the depressed castes, the so-called un-
touchables. All other castes contain di-
verse economic and social class elements,
even in their local units. W.C.H.

castration. The removal of the testicles
from a male, or the ovaries from a fe-
male, though the term is usually applied
to the former. REB

catastrophic change.
strophic.

Cf. change, cata- .

catchword, catch phrase. A word or phrasy
that has gained currency and is used as\'
if 1ts meaning were perfectly simple,
clear, and unambiguous. It is defined,
however, only vaguely and with protean
connotations. Such words are familiar,
unquestioned, popular, and shrouded in .
pathos. They coerce and overwhelm people
who are not trained in propaganda an-
alysis. They are particularly useful to
propagandists for the purpose of substi-
tuting a precise appeal to emotion, sen-
timent, and tradition for a more rational
review of facts. Wide ranges of special-
interest proposals are “packaged” for
popular consumption in such catchword
‘“cartons” as “Democracy”, “American-
ism”, “The People”, and other glittering
generalities. Proposals are also branded
as undesirable by the use of such name-
calling words as “Wall Street”, “Slave”,
“Fascist”, and “Nazi”. A.M'C.L.

categoric. Applied to the word judgment
to distinguish it from personal or sym-

“\L



centralization

tain the full potentialities of its conse-
quence, and no consequence contains any-
thing which is not comprchended in its
antecedent.

cause, single. A factor separable logi-
cally or actually from other factors in a
process leading to an observed resultant
situation. In actual operation no single
cause acts independently of multiple
causes in a field. *“Causes” and “factors”
have reality (q.v.) on a useful level of
abstraction, but in actuality (q.v.) there
is a total, interacting situation-process in
which an observer analyzes and abstracts
observable units which he denominates
“single causes” or ‘“factors”. Cf. causa-
tion; causation, multiple. T.D.E.
Cf. social cause.

cause, social.

cause of crime. Cf. crime, cause of.

caveat emptor. (Latin, let the buyer be-
ware.) The use of this formula under
certain legally qualified conditions enables
the seller to decline legal responsibility
for the quality or quantity of his ware. It
does not, however, apply to the question
of the title of property. J.H.B.

ceiling, (statistical). The upper limit of
the highest class in a series of classes.
Used in contradistinction to floor or cellar.

M.Pt.

celibacy. State of being unmarried; ap-
plied especially to one who has taken a
vow not to marry. o.W.

cell (statistical). The compartment formed
by the intersection of a column and a row
in a statistical table. The number of
cases in a cell is referred to as the cell
frequency. M.Pt.

cenotaph. An empty tomb commemorat-
ing a person buried elsewhere. G.P.M.

censorship. The function exercised by
public officials,—and also the authorities
in certain privete organizations,—of con-
trolling, ordinarily in advance of publi-
cation, performance or receipt by the pub-
lic, the content of publications, plays,
films, or radio programs. The function
of control after publication or perform-
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ance, by prosecution, injunction or sum-
mary police action, is an exercise of the
police power over alleged offenses, to be
distinguished from the advance control
of censorship to prevent presumed of-
fenses. R.N.B.

census. A periodic enumeration of the
population of a political unit. The data
secured ordinarily include not only the
simple number of persons, but also facts
concerning sex, age, race, and a variety
of other characteristics which may be
very inclusive. The oldest continuous
genuine census in the world is that of the
United States, which was inaugurated at
the beginning of its independent national
life in 1790, and has been conducted regu-
larly at ten-year intervals ever since.

census household. Cf. household, census.

census tract. A relatively small, perma-
nent, homogeneous area, having a popu-
lation usually between 3,000 and 6,000,
into which certain large cities (and some-
times their adjacent areas) have been
subdivided for statistical and local admin-
istrative purposes through the cooperation
of a local committee and with the approval
of the United States Bureau of the Cen-
sus. In 1940 there were 60 American
cities with census tract systems. crs.

Cf.

C.F.s.

census tract street coding guide.
census tract street index.

census tract street index. Cf. index, cen-
sus tract street.

center, culture. That place within a cul-
ture area where a particular culture trait
or culture complex is found in its most
characteristic and least modified form.
This is usually, although not necessarily,
its place of origin. J.PE.

center, recreation. Cf. recreation center.
center, trade. Cf. trade center.

central index. Cf. social service exchange.
centralization. A process or situation in

which control has become in some degree
concentrated in the hands of fewer and



change, evolutionary

characteristic, acquired

physical-social, those arising wholly out-
side the social order, such as earthquakes,
floods, cyclones, tornadoes; or bio-social,
such as pestilences or epidemics, plagues
or invasions of pests, and perhaps fam-
ines; arising wholly within the social
sphere are wars, revolutions and economic
crises. Catastrophies may create a tem-
porary interference with social equilib-
rium, or on the other hand, make for vital
and enduring changes of the social order.
As against the great, immediate destruc-
tion of life and property as, in the long
run, not wholly unmixed evils; often un-
expected socially advantageous changes
have resulted or the period of cultural lag
shortened. With the growth of science
and technology and improved social con-
trol, ‘man has set up increasingly ade-
quate cultural protective and preventive
devices in the physical-social and bio-
social fields of disaster. In the control
of major socially determined catastrophies,
such as wars and revolutions, social tech-
nology has made relatively little advance,
owing to the complexity of the factors
involved. s.J.

change, evolutionary.
change.

Cf. evolutionary

change, genetic. Cf. genetic change.
change, population. Cf. population change.

change, revolutionary.
change.

Cf. revolutionary

change, social. Cf. social change.

change, technological. Cf. technological
change.

change, telic. Any purposive or planned
alteration of group structure, relations or
functions; change directed toward some
end or ideal. N.C.S.

change of life. The common term for the
climacteric, the gradual passing of the re-
productive function. It is also used as a
synonym for the menopause, which is in-
cidental to the climacteric. E.R.G.
changes, cultaral. Cf. cultural changes.

character. A quality, trait or sum of
traits, attributes or characteristics which
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serve to indicate the essential nature of
a person or a thing. As a moral quality,
the sum and organization of traits, atti-
tudes, and habits oriented with reference
to an objective standard of conduct. The
life-organization of a person; the motives,
attitudes, habits, sentiments, ideals, and
values that condition or determine the
course of action in a situation requiring
choices of conduct. The character of a
person ranges from exemplary conduct or
standard of conduct, deserving imitation,
to misconduct and socially tabooed forms
of behavior or plane of living. As a
mark of distinction, the attributes and
qualities of a person which serve to in-
dicate his essential intrinsic nature; the
sum of traits conferring distinctiveness
and uniqueness; the peculiarities, the ex-
emplary or notable traits. The degree of
subjective organization of traits, whether
strong or weak. M.H.N.

Personality (q.v.) viewed from the
standpoint of the predictability of its re-
actions, and thus of its capacity to be
fitted into the behavioral requirements of
the social groups to which the individual
is related. H.H.

A trait considered as separately herit-
able or traceable in the process of bio-
logical intermixture. Cf. trait. TD.E.

character, acquired. That attribute of an
object (especially a person) which has
been derived or developed from some
source other than itself. A trait brought
from or by contact with the environment,
either physical or social. Cf. character-
istic, acquired. T.P.E.
character, individual. Cf. personality.

character training. The process of devel-
oping personal habits, attitudes, moral
values, ideals, and behavior patterns
through instruction, guidance, precept
and example, and by providing experi-
ences in situations in which moral deci-
sions are made. M.H.N.

characteristic. That trait, property, or
attribute of an individual, group, or cul-
ture which distinguishes it from others.

J-P.E.

characteristic, acquired. A trait, quality
or property of an individual, group or




checks, positive

Christian ethics

checks, positive. Cf. positive checks.

checks, preventive. Cf. preventive checks
chief. The leader or head of a tribe,
clan or other social group, especially when
his positicn and authority are institu-
tionalized. ) GP.M,

child. A young person variously defined
as to age in different states. In general,
Child Welfare Services handle chiidren
only up to 18. In New York State the
Juvenile Court has three ages for children
—16 for delinquency, 17 for {ruancy, and
21 for crippled children. The Aid to De-
pendent Children Section of the Social
Security Act was amended in 1939 to in-
clude children up to 18 years of age who
are attending school. W.P.

child, abandoned. A child (q.v.) who is aban-
doned or deserted in any place by both
parents or by the parent having its cus-
tody, or by any other person or persons
lawfully charged with its care or cus-
tody and left (a) in destitute circum-
stances or (b) without proper food, shel-
ter, or clothing, or (¢) without being vis-
ited or having payments made toward its
support, for a period of at least one year,
by its parents, guardian or other lawful
custodian without good reason. W.P.

child, neglected. A child (q.v.) who is
not receiving from its parents or guardian
such care, education, and upbringing as is
in conformity to the expectation of so-
ciety for the class to which it belongs.
The concept is variously defined legally
in the different states of the U. S. The
tendency of recent years has been to
make it more severe and comprehensive.
child care. Cf. welfare, child.

child guidance. The process by which
persons trained in mental hygiene work
with children who show behavior difficul-
ties which call for a knowledge of social
work, psychology, psychiatry, pediatrics
or education. W.P.

child guidance clinics. Clinics first estab-
lished by Dr. William Healy, in connec-
tion with the juvenile court in Chicago
in 1909 to diagnose the nature and the
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causes of delinquency in the individual,
and to prescribe a remedial program on
the basis of the accumulated information.
The emphasis was at first upon the physi-
cal and psychological analysis, but in re-
cent years environmental factors have
been given more recognition. Aside from
the original eclinic in Chicago the most
famous clinic is that established by Dr.
Healy in Boston in 1917 under the Judge
Baker Foundation. Approximately 300,000
cases annually are handled by such clinics.

J.W.M'C.

child labor. Cf. labor, child.

child welfare. Cf. welfare, child.

childrens court. Cf. eourt, juvenile.

chivalry. The knightly class of feudal
times; also, the ideals of honor, the usages
and manners of knights. In modern times
the term has come to mean courtesy
toward women and the weak and helpless.
In mediaeval English law chivalry meant
the tenure of land by knights’ service in
war, rendered to an overlord or to the
king. Chivalry had an important influ-
ence in softening manners in the rude cen-
turies of the Middle Ages; first the man-
ners of knights and ladies in the castles
and later those of the middie class burgh-
ers and their wives. w.G.

choice. Conscious selection of an slterna-
tive act or object; used without implying
any theory of free will, determinism, etec.
In personal choice the person feels that
his selection is not imposed upon him
from without by persons alien to his in-
terests. Social choice is better called de-
liberate social selection, in which a group
after discussion and development of con-
sensus selects its own members, policy,
or course of action. Cf. will; free-will
theory; social selection. T.D.E.,

choice, multiple. A method of (1) exam-
ining students and (2) conducting re-
search into attitudes and opinions, wherein
the student or investigatee is required to
select the correct answer from a list of
three or more proposed or possible an-
swers. FEL

Christian ethics., Cf. ethics, Christian.



circumvention

clan

foreskin in males, and, by extension, of
the labia minora in females. Cf. clitori-
dectomy; subincision; supercision. G.P.M.

circumvention. The act of avoiding an
issue or situation for the purpose of
reaching another, and possibly contrary,
objective. N.A.

cities, ancient. Urban communities of the
early civilizations of Babylonia, Egypt,
Greece, etc. E.E.M.

city. A more or less permanently settled
general population (adults and children
of both sexes) living in & relatively com-
pact area wherein are carried on the cus-
tomary social or family life, political or-
ganization as a rule, and economic activi-
ties or occupations. (legal) A community
with classification and status of city as
granted by charter issued by state author-
ity. REM.
city, garden. Cf. garden city.

city, industrial. An urban community of
city proportions in which industry and
production are the predominant occupa-
tional activities of the inhabitants. EE.M.
city planning. Cf. planning, city.

city of refuge. A specially designated
city, particularly among the ancient He-
brews, recognized by the mores during the
transitional period between private ven-
geance and state punishment of criminals,
wherein an individual guilty of an unin-
tentional injury to another might find
sanctuary from the pursuing avenger.
Once safely within the walls of the city
of refuge the accused individual passed
out of the conventionally approved power
of the injured party and came under the
jurisdiction of the authotized represen-
tatives of society. Cf. sanctuary.

civic center. A quarter in a town where
the principal public buildings such as the
town hall, library, and auditorium are
grouped according to a pre-arranged plan.
Cf. community center. S.S

civil liberties. Cf. liberties, civil.

civil rights. Cf. rights, civil.
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civil service. A system providing for and
regulating the impartial selection by ex-
amination or with regard to fitness, ability
and experience, the tenure, advancement,
compensation and conditions of employ-
ment of governmental employees; &n
agency of the government to administer
civil servicea usually presided over by
commissioners. In the United States the
civil service systems were established dur-
ing the latter part of the nineteenth cen-
tury in order to overcome the evil effects
of the gpoils system, to give government
employees the security of a career and to
aupply the government with properly
trained and experienced workera and to
meet the growing need for technically
trained personnel. F.W.K.
In a more general sense, the term may
be used to distinguish non-military from
military activities under government.

civilization. Cultural development. The
distinctly human sttributes and attsin-
ments of a particular society. In ordi-
nary usage, the term implies a fairly high
stage on the culture evolutionary scale.
Reference is made to “civilized peopiea”
in contrast to “uncivilized” or “non-civil-
ized peoples.” More accurate usage would
refer to more highly and less highly
civilized peoples, the determinative char-
acteristics being intellectual, aesthetie,
technological, and spiritual attainments.

civilization, dynamiec. Society at the up-
per cultural level which is characterized

by constant change or cultural alteration.
N.L.S.

civilization, ideal. A condition of human
society conforming to any ideal pattern.

civilization, static. Society at the upper
cultural level in proximate equilibrium;
one not subject to significant cultural
change. N.L.S.

clan. A unilinear and usually exogamous
kin-group, especially in former American
usage, one characterized by matrilineal
descent., Often used aynonymously with
“gib” (q.v.), but preferably reserved for
a localized sib, i.e., for the group con-
sisting of the adult members of a sib who
reside together and of the spouses and
children of these members. Cf. descent;
exogamy; gens; sept. G.P.M.



class structure

closed shop

class structure. The hierarchical organi-
zation of individual behavior responses to
key stimuli of rank, title or privilege; ac-
companying gradations of superiority and
inferiority response patterns above or be-
low equalitarian patterns of response;
with such responses part of a semi-rigid
framework of prestige and social esteem.

P.S.C.

class struggle. Cf. struggle, class.

class thought. Cf. thought, class.

classical. Based upon the accurate sub-
division of data into classes or categories,
and to that extent systematic and scien-
tific.

classical penal theory. The theory ad-
vanced by eighteenth century jurists and
philosophers, notably Beccaria (Italian),
Bentham (English), and Feuerbach (Ger-
man) holding that punishments for crimes
should be meted in an exact fashion ac-
cording to the degree of seriousness of
the offense. This theory was widely in-
corporated in penal laws and still operates
in Europe and America in the majority of
the provisions for convicting and sentenec-
ing criminals adjudged guilty. M.A.E.

classical school of penology. Cf. classi-

cal penal theory.

classification. The act of sorting items
or types of a series in some orderly ar-
rangement to one another. The process
normally calls for a systematic descrip-
tion of the items in the series by uniform
standards and in uniform terminology in
so far as this is possible due to likeness.
Another quality in classification is the
identification of differences. A correct
classification must always be based upon
some logical and recognized principle of
likeness or difference. N.A.

classification of prisoners. The process
through which the social background of
the offender is studied and his individual
aptitudes and needs are examined and
appraised so that the treatment he may
receive can be based on factual data and
related to his special requirements. N.s.H.

classificatory system. A kinship system
(q.v.) in which the terms of relationship
are normally applied to more than one

category of relatives each. Today it is
recognized that most kinship systems are
of this type, and the word “classificatory”
is usually reserved for particular terms
that are applied to relatives of different
categories, e.g., “uncle” or “cousin” in
English. G.P.M.

claustrophobia. A morbid fear or dread
of being shut in or enclosed; opposite of
agoraphobia. W.E.G.

clear and present danger. A phrase
adopted by the U. S. Supreme Court in
World War I, by which to measure the
degree of probability of unlawful acts
flowing from speech or publication; and
used to uphold the constitutionality of
war-time statutes penalizing certain ut-
terances, despite the apparent prohibition
of the First Amendment. R.N.B.

clearance, slum. Cf. slum clearance.

clemency. A blanket term used to cover
all types of reduction of sentence of a
prisoner exercised by the authority hav-
ing the pardoning power: absolute pardon,
conditional pardon, and commutation of
sentence. J.LG.

climate. General or average meteorologi-
cal conditions of an area, manifest in tem-
perature, moisture, sunshine and air move-
ment. Figuratively, as in “social climate”,
to indicate the general character of pub-
lic attitudes, especially the relatively per-
manent attitudes registered in mores and
law. F.H.H.

clinic. A division of a dispensary in
which a specified group of related diseases
are treated; e.g., dental, neurological,
ophalmological, cardiac clinics. (The terms
dispensary and clinic are often used in-
terchangeably and without distinction.)

E.EM.

clinie, behavior. Cf. behavior clinic.

clinical sociology. Cf. sociology, clinical.

clique, social. Cf. social clique.

clitoridectomy. A genital mutilation of
the female consisting in the excision of
the clitoris. Cf. circumcision. G.P.M.
close custody. Cf. custody, close.

closed shop. Cf. shop, closed.



coding

collection culture

viously in effect but without system or
consistency are classified, arranged in
some logical order, reconciled and perhaps
filled in symmetrically where gaps appear.
The net product iz a code (q.v.). T.D.E.

coding. Assignment of class symbols to
the various categories or combinations of
categories of qualitative variables pre-
paratory to tabulation. Codes may be
numbers, letters, words, or other symbols.

M.pt,

coemptio. A form of marriage in use in
ancient Rome, in which the services of
priests were not employed. The essen-
tial rite consisted in & symbolical sale of
the woman to her betrothed. A coin of
smsall value was used and the “sale” was
purely symbolic of the fact that by this
rite the wife was brought under the manus
(hand) or power of the husband. W.G.

coerce. To force another person against
his will to move or act in a way desired.
T.D.E.

coercion. The process of forcing, often
by the use of fear, a person to move or
act contrary to his free choice. That
method of exploitation (q.v.) or domina-
tion (q.v.) in which the purposes of the
exploiter or dominator are imposed on
the exploited or dominated in conflict with
their own long-run purposes, by means
of direct physical force or paychologically,
by means of intimidation, threats, or
torture. A paychologically coerced action
ia always undertaken {or a paychologically
coerced state sccepted) in order to escape
some alternative penalty believed by the
coerced to he worse. Rewsards, payments,
and bribes induce but do not coerce. OCf.
fraud; freedom. H.H.

coercion, non-violent. The exercise of
moral compulsion by an individual or
group by refusal to cooperate, always
without the use of physical vioclence.
{(More common term, non-viclent reais-
tance. Civil disobedience is the term used
when resistance is against a civil author-
ity.) AEW.

cognate. A consanguine relative in the
matrilineal (g.v.) or female line. c.p.M.
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cohabitation. The living together of hus-
band and wife. Sexual intercourse is
usually presumed, but in law this is not
necessary for the husband and wife status.

E.RG.

cohort. (demographic usage.) A group of
persons starting life together. Thus, hypo-
thetical cohorts are established in the
construction of life tables and in the com-
putation of other indices in which the
principles of the life table are followed.
Ct. life table; reproduction, gross rate of;

reproduction, net rate of. C.V.K.
coition. Cf. coitus.
coitus. Entry of the penis in the vagina.

While movements and ejaculation are the
usual consequence, they are not essential
to the definition. N.E.H.

coitus Interruptus. Coitus followed by
withdrawal of the penis usually just be-
fore ejaculation, which commonly takes
place outside the vagina. Widely used as
a birth-control measure before the inven-
tion of modern mechanical and chemical
methods. A very old method, it is still
widely used by the less well informed.
Statistics show coitus interruptus to be
one of the three most common methods
of birth control used prior to clinical in-
struction. Medical opinions differ on its
reliability and physical effects. Though it
has been known to cause nervous ailments,
these have frequently been exaggerated
by modern writers on birth control (q.v.).

N.E.H.

cuitus reservatus. Coitus without ejacu-
lation. Movements and contact may en-
dure much longer than in ordinary coitus.
Sometimes classified as a non-mechanical
birth-control method. Perhaps most ex-
tengively practiced in the Oneida Com-
munity (New York State). N.E.H.

collecting economy. A mode of life based
primarily upon the gathering of wild plant
foods, as contrasted with a hunting, fish-
ing, pastoral, or agricultural economy.

GP.M,

collection culture. The lowest stage of
human culture, upon which men carry on
their self-maintenance activities with no



collective psychology

colony

collective psychology. Cf. psychology, col-
lective.

collective representation. Cf. represen-
tation, collective. :

collective response.
tive.

Cf. response, collec-

collective security. A plan for stabilizing
international relations through multila-
teral treaties guaranteeing the territorial
integrity of the signers of the treaties
against aggression of other nations, by
force of arms if necessary. In the days
just prior to World War II, France and
Russia urged England and the United
States to participate with them in such a
plan of collective security, but the plan
was rejected because it infringed upon
the traditional isolationism of the United
States and because it was allegedly spon-
sored by the Communist International.
Jw.M'C.

collective telesis. Cf. telesis.

collective unity. The aspect of a func-
tional group in which its behavior appears
to be that of a unit larger than any sub-
group or person comprised within it. T.D.E.

collectivism. The theory or practice of
collective enterprise, collective action, or
collective control in any of their mani-
fold forms. The word is commonly used
as a general term for various “isms' ad-
vocating a collective economy or denot-
ing such an economy in operation. In-
cluded are syndicalism, Fabian socialism,
guild socialism, Marxian socialism, and
soviet communism (a variety of Marxism),
besides a home-grown variety of collec-
tivism identifying it simply with collec-
tive ownership, both public and voluntary.
Contrary to some definitions collectivisms
are not all authoritative in the sense of
being non-representative or undemocratic
in the basic controls. The word collec-
tivism is often used somewhat loosely to
designate non-ownership controls by the
state or other collective unit, or even the
corporate organization of business. Ob-
viously, the term needs precise definition
for the purpose in hand. Cf. communism;
gocialiam. S.E.
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collectivity, human. A unity of interact-
ing personalities in which those partici-
pating possess awareness of more or less
homogeneity of composition, of interests
or of joint action. It ranges from the
pair to a league of nations. T.D.E.

colonization. A form of population move-
ment characterized specifically by the es-
tablishment, by a state, of political con-
trol over outlying territory and a definite
movement of settlers from the home state
to that territory. Colonization differs
from imperial expansion in the relative
importance of the actual permanent
transfer of population from the dominant
country, and in the preponderance of these
settlers over the natives in the outlying
area. It differs from immigration (q.v.)
in that both the areas involved in col-
onization are under the same political
jurisdiction, while true immigration al-
ways crosses a political boundary. Colon-
ization is an ancient device, and has been
utilized by many powers from the early
Chinese through the classical Greeks down
to contemporary states. In all true col-
onization the native peoples are either so
few in number or so inferior in culture
as to impose no serious obstacle. While
there may be, and usually is, an initial
period of forcible suppression of the na-
tive population, colonization is not essen-
tially a warlike movement. Historically,
practically all great colonizing powers
have been located in the temperate zones,
mainly the north temperate. Coloniza-
tion itself has taken two main forms, one
where the subject territory is located in
the tropics, the other where it also is
located in the temperate zones. The type
of administration and the social and eco-
nomic life of the two classes differ greatly.
The tropical colony is likely to remain in
subjection indefinitely while the manifest
destiny of a temperate zone colony is to
become an independent state.

colonize. To engage in the process of
colonization (q.v.), either as the dominant
power or as a settler.

colony. A minor subdivision of a state,
settled by migrants from the homeland
in varying proportions to the native popu-
lation. These settlers rerain subject to
the central power, but ordinarily with an



common

Commune, The

authority, and the time and place of mak-
ing it. In the case of a commitment to
prison the warrant for custody is directed
to the keeper or warden of the particular
prison to which the person is sent, stating
that he has been charged on oath, indi-
cating the offense for which he has been
convicted, and the length of sentence to
be served. In American states sentences
are either for definite periods of time, or
indefinite, but providing maximum and
minimum limits. Commitments may be
made for further examination or final
If the latter, the warden of the prison is
directed to keep the prisoner until he is
discharged by due process of law. If a
prisoner during his trial is found “not
guilty on account of insanity”, he may in
some states be committed directly, with-
out further examination, to a hospital for
the criminal insane. A few states take
cognizance of certain delinquent or crimi-
nal types for whom commitments may be
made for an entirely indeterminate period
of time, without maximum or minimum
limits. Such types are principally so-
called defective-delinquents and sexual
psychopaths. Coommitments to industrial
schools, made from the juvenile court, are
for an indefinite period, but not exceeding
the age of twenty-one years. Finally, in
case of a commitment to an institution
for the civil insane, or for some other af-
flicted type, it is made by a civil rather
than a criminal court. AEW.

(2) A pledge, involving or binding
oneself to the support of, or participation
in, a program, cause, or some form of
social activity, and binding within the
moral or ethical code. F.W.K.

common. Shared by more than one per-
son; or shared by all or most of a given
group. TD.E.

common carrier. A person or agency who,
as his or its regular business, receives
goods for hire or convey from one place to
another and who by law possesses a lien
for such services. F.W.K.
common law. Cf. law, common.
common-law marriage.
common-law.

Cf. marriage,

eommon sense. The equipment of the
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average socius to deal with the everyday
problems of life, independent of any spe-
cial education or unusual knowledge. Na-
tive intelligence developed and fortified by
the everyday experiences of the ordinary
citizen.

communal. (1) Relating to, characteristic
of, or belonging to the commune; or, more
generally, to the community.

(2) Relating to the hypothetical marriage
of all brothers, sisters and cousins of a
given age grade or generation as a pro-
miscuous group, believed by some to have
been the necessary cultural antecedent
of the classificatory system of relation-
ships. F.H.H.

communalism. (1) A system of collective
or communal, as opposed to private or in-
dividual, ownership of land, food stores,
or other property. G.P.M.

(2) A theory of government based on a
maximum of autonomy for all local minor-
ity groups. As commonly used in India,
the term refers (a) to the practice of as-
signing a certain number of seats in
the legislatures of the eleven British prov-
inces to each sizeable religious group, and
(b) to the struggle for power (in the form
of additional seats) which results. s.c.x

commune. In medieval social organiza-
tion, a body politie, guild, corporation, or
association, representing the growing ar-
tisan-merchant classes and providing the
necessary public defense, internal order
and other public services—exhibition halls,
quays, etc.—for a trading center or an in-
cipient urban community. In its earlier
form, it was usually a purely personal
group for the promotion and protection of
common interests in trade; later it devel-
oped into a chartered territorial political
unit, culminating in the “free” city. r.H.K.
Commune, The. Term used to designate
one of several insurrectionary govern-
ments of radical revolutionary type,
chosen through excited mass action. Thus
the government that usurped power dur-
ing the French Revolution from 1792 to
1794 and carried out the “Reign of Terror”
is called The Commune, or the first com-
mune. Usually the term refers to The
Commune of Paris, March 18-May 29,
1871, or the second commune. While the



communism, sexual

communist

petition of individual quality. The familiar
communist slogan, “From each according
to his ability and to each according to
his need” seems to contest the field with
the doctrine of equal pay for all workers.

Like socialism, communism is primar-
fly an economic, rather than a political,
system. The political implications which
seem to infise communism even more
strongly than socialism probably stem
from the doctrine, mentioned above, that
communism cannot be achieved through the
authorized use of political methods even
in state systems that have a free elec-
torate. There is no adequate ground, in
communist theory or practice, for the as-
sumption that communism is committed
to the overthrow of government in gen-
eral, or of any particular government.
No doubt communists would endorse the
doctrine that any people whose govern-
ment has become tyrannical, oppressive,
or unresponsive to the popular will, and
which cannot be displaced by peaceful
means, can be legitimately ousted by forc-
ible means. But in this communists do
not differ from any other school which ac-
cepte the doctrine of the occasional neces-
sity and justifiability of revolution, It
was in keeping with this doctrine that
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was established in 1917, and the United
States of America in 1776. In this con-
nection, it may be noted that communism,
in certain periods of its development at
least, hag been more concerned with world
revolution than has socialism.

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
while unquestionably instituted as the re-
sult of communist agitation and in the
spirit of communism, is not at present a
communistic society. Its own leaders pro-
claim this fact emphatically, and insist
that while they may have a communistic
objective in mind, they are still a long
way from it, and are at present in the
socialist phase. This contention is sup-
ported by the great differences in personal
incomes that prevail today in the Soviet
Union. This country is very far from
being a classless society in so far as ques-
tions of status, levels of living, and rec-
ognition are concerned.

In the United States, communism has
had a somewhat checkered career. It has
existed mainly as a philosophy, never
having been established as an economic
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system on a sufficiently large scale to be
significant. There have been several
groups using the name and claiming to
be the authentic representatives of the
doctrine. The Communist Party, as far
as any one group can lay exclusive claim
to that title, is numerically a very small
body. As a group, probably as a result
of the vigorous opposition of its oppo-
nents, it has a social potential far out of
proportion to its numerical strength or
to the social potential of its individual
members.

Before the relative standardization of
the concept which followed the work of
Marx and Engels, communism frequently
had a vaguer but more inclusive conno-
tation. It was considered to involve the
common ownership, not only of the ma-
terial means of production, but of all ma-
terial instruments, including consumption
goods. On account of the strong property
implications of the marriage institution,
this doctrine frequently led to sweeping
modifications in the mores of marriage and
the family, involving at least the theo-
retical implications of communal sex rela-
tions. It was on this rock, perhaps as
much as any other, that some of the early
adventures of Utopian communism even-
tually foundered. One of the oldest rec-
ords of a group with definitely commun-
istic features relates to the early Chris-
tian church, of which it is said: “Neither
said any of them that aught of the things
which he possessed was his own; but they
had all things common.”

communism, sexual. Permissible freedom
in sexual relations within a group of men
and women, apart from the prevailing
marriage institution. Cf. group marriage;
pirrauru. G.P.M.

communist. One who adheres to the doe-
trines of communism, or advocates and
works for the establishment of a com-
munistic order. The term can have no
more precision than that of “communism"”
itself. Aside from membership in a group
that officially labels itself communist, or
self-adoption of the label, the application
of this term to any individual can have
little precision or scientific validity. The
use of the word as an opprobrious epithet,
while common, has no definitive signifi-
cance.



commaunity recreation

compensate

this term refers to the partnership, or
joint holding of property between husband
and wife, by virtue of the marriage itself.
The idea originated in the Middle Ages
but was rejected by English law. The ex-
tent and nature of ownership varies in dif-
ferent legal systems. Sometimes the com-
munity property includes all property held
before marriage by the spouses as well
as that acquired after marriage; in other
systems the community property com-
prises only the property acquired after
marriage. In the United States there are
eight commonwealths acquired by pur-
chase or conquest from France and Spain,
namely, Louisiana, Texas, Arizona, New
Mexico, Nevada, Idaho, California and
Washington. In these states all property
acquired after marriage by the joint ef-
forts of husband and wife is held to be
community property. It is controlled,
however, by the husband who receives
and invests the proceeds. Thie control
holds true even of the wife's earnings.

w.G.

community recrestion. Services and ac-
tivities provided for the benefit of the
people of a region; particularly, public
(tax-supported) and semi-public (pri-
vately supported for public use), includ-
ing play, games, sports, athletics, enter-
tainments, amusements, and certain art
forms, as contrasted with commercially
supported amusements or informal pri-
vate leisure pursuits. M.H.N.

commutation. (1) The practice of travel-
ling to and fro between a suburban or
rural residence and a city center, ordi-
narily for business or professional, but
sometimes for recreational and other so-
cial, purposes.

(2) A change of punishment from one of
greater to one of less severity. It may be
granted only by the authority in which the
pardoning power resides. This power in
American states being a perogative of the
Governors, it is they who grant commuta-
tions, acting with or without an advisory
board of some sort. AEW.

commuter’s zone. A peripheral area sur-
rounding large cities from which residents
travel regularly to and from work in the
city, generally via public transportation
systems. ER.M.
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compacts, interstate. Cf. interstate com-

pacts.

companion, rejected, An individual who
is not accepted as a participant in the
group activities of those with whom he
comes into social contact. P.H.F.

companion, tolerated, A member of a
play group who is usually allowed by the
others to take part in group activities but
whose participation ia seldom requeasted
by them. P.HT.

companionate crime, Cf. crime, compan-
ionate.

companionate marriage. Cf. marriage,
companionate.

company housing. Dwelling units, appur-
tenances and community facilities sup-
plied by an industrial concern to its em-
ployees. s.8.

company town. A community inhabited
solely or chiefly by employees of a single
industrial concern or group of concerns
under one management. Part or all of
the housing is usually owned by the com-
pany and the community is, as 2 rule, un-
incorporated. Fregquently used invidiously
to imply political and economic domina-
tion of the community by the company.

S.S.

comparative method. Cf. culture case
study; typology, constructive.

comparative religion. Cf. religion, com-
parative.

compensate (financial). To give a quid
pro quo payment for service, sacrifice,
loss or sale; (sociological) to offset rec-
ognized but undesired social trends by
counteraction; (psychological) to strive to
maintain mental and emotional balance or
status by offsetting or making up for a
shortcoming, directly by correcting it, or
indirectly by seeking recognition, security,
power, etc., through some other skill or
talent; (physiological) to react organically
80 as to avoid or offset tensions, frustra-
tions, felt needs, defects of function,
either directly or by use of other organs.
To overcompensate is to continue the spe-
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PREFACE

Every science must have its special vocabulary or terminology.
Sciences deal with ideas, thoughts, and concepts, and these must be
expressed in words. Even the facts which are the groundwork of
science must be set forth largely in words. No science, therefore, can
have any more precision and exactitude than the words or other
symbols, such as mathematical or chemical formulae, in which it is
embodied. Quite generally, this situation calls for a special dictionary
or glossary for each particular science.

The foregoing is perhaps even more true for sociology than for
many other sciences. Since sociology deals with matters of common-
place: experience, the thoughts, ideas, and concepts which it must
express are, with relatively few exceptions, included in any standard
general dictionary, and most of the really important terms are already
to some degree familiar even to the immature members of society,
and are frequently used in everyday speech. Scientific accuracy
demands that precise and limited meanings should be assigned to
these terms, in order that they may be used uniformly alike by
specialists, students, and amateurs in the field. In the case of some
words, a sufficiently precise sociological definition may be found in a
general dictionary, and what is needed is an underscoring of this
particular interpretation. In other cases, the requirements of the
science call for specialized definitions which do not occur in the
precise form in any ordinary dictionary. For both these purposes,
a special volume is indispensable. If this process occasionally appears
to do violence to the preconceptions already held by users of a given
word there seems to be no escape, and one who wishes to deal scien-
tifically with sociology must resign himself to the effort of accom-
modating his use to standardized practice. The only alternative that
has suggested itself is to invent artificial and arbitrary words,
probably derived from some classic roots, which will be given as exact
a significance as possible by the inventor. This has never had any
wide success, as the use of strange, artificial terms creates an impres-
sion of pedanticism and remoteness, and destroys the sense of human
reality which is needed to give life and acceptability to the science.
There is hardly a score of words in this Dictionary which were delib-
erately created to cover sociological concepts.



A dictionary has two main purposes, first to consolidate and
standardize the existing uniformities of linguistic usage, and second,
to establish new uniformities and precisions by selecting for authori-
tative support one or more of various meanings currently assigned to
a given word or phrase. In the Dictionary of Sociology, exceptional
emphasis is laid upon the latter task, because of the conditions already
mentioned. The usefulness of such a dictionary in helping to develop
a genuine science must depend largely upon the extent to which
sociologists are content to accept the definitions given in the Dic-
tionary, and use them consistently and scrupulously in accordance
with the meanings indicated.

A good definition, likewise, has two main aspects. It should give
the uninformed person a clear and adequate notion of the character
of the object, even though he may never encounter it in his experi-
ence, and it should enable a person correctly to identify the object
the first time he does meet it in his experience. A good definition
must be something more than either a classification or a recipe,
although both of those factors may be embodied in it. Since definitions
are couched in words (and sometimes in other symbols), if a definition
is to be precise and clear every word used in it must be equally precise
and clear. In a general dictionary, every word used in any definition
is presumably defined in its own appropriate place. While there is,
therefore, a sort of an endless circle, nevertheless it is a real circle
and there should be no breaks in it. In a sociological dictionary, most
of the words used in defining are not themselves defined in this par-
ticular volume, but they are taken from everyday usage, and their
definitions are to be looked for in a standard dictionary. This creates
a regrettable, but inescapable, element of indefiniteness. But there is
also a great gain in the use of certain definitely sociological words in
defining other sociological terms. In this respect a dictionary can be
consistent and constructive.

A special difficulty arises from the fact that, partly because of
the situation just described, a very large proportion of sociological
terms are not single words, but phrases of two or more words. This
introduces peculiar technical problems in preparing a Dictionary of
Sociology. The question of primary and secondary listings is almost
unanswerable. To adopt the uniform rule of putting the substantive
first and the modifier afterwards would produce such absurdities as
“ladder, agricultural” and ‘“chaser, ambulance.” The expedient of



putting the more distinctly sociological word first and the motre
general word second has logic on its side, but also presents no solution
in the case of terms where both words are equally sociological, as for
example, ‘“antagonistic cooperation.” It has not been possible to
discover any comprehensive formulae that could be applied unvary-
ingly to this and related problems. The best procedure has seemed to
be to deal with each case or type of cases on the basis of its own
characteristics, following the guidance of common sense, practicality,
and minimum violence to the expectation of the user. As an example
there may be cited the procedure of giving all terms beginning with
the word ‘“social” primary listing under that head, even though in
some cases it might have seemed more logical to treat them as sub-
divisions of some other important sociological concept. Having done
this with “social,” it seemed only reasonable to follow the same prac-
tice for the terms beginning with the word “individual.” As for the
rest, each particular term has been handled in accordance with its
apparently most reasonable and practical place in the entire scheme.

One additional problem arises from the fact that sociology, as a
comprehensive science, must necessarily overlap several more special-
ized fields, such as those of anthropology, economics, psychology,
political science, statistics, and history. It is not possible to set up any
rigid dividing lines, nor to work out an inclusive formula that will
prescribe exactly how far into each of these domains it is expedient
to go. In this case, some guidance is to be found in the degree of
sociological character of various specific terms. Thus “amulet” is
definitely an anthropological term, and yet it has genuine sociological
significance. On the other hand ‘‘blow-gun” is a little too specialized
to belong in a Dictionary of Sociology.

The preparation of this Dictionary has rested with a staff com-
posed of an Editor, an Associate Editor, three Advisory Editors and
ninety-three Contributing Editors, whose names are listed on a preced-
ing page. The large bulk of the definitions has been supplied individ-
ually by the members of the Board of Contributing Editors. Such
contributions are identified by appropriate initials. In a few cases, it
seemed expedient to assign certain rather specialized fields to one
individual, who would act as Coordinator, and consolidate the offer-
ings of the group of Contributing Editors working in each respective
area. Thus Dwight Sanderson accepted this function for Agricultural
Sociology, Walter C. Reckless for Criminology, Clyde V. Kiser for



Population, and E. A. Hoebel and George P. Murdock for Anthropol-
ogy. Definitions which are not identified by initials have been derived
from three main sources: 1) They have been prepared, either individ-
ually or collectively, by the Editor, Associate Editor, or Advisory
Editors. 2) They have been derived from other works from which per-
mission to quote verbatim has courteously been granted, such as
Young’s Social Worker’s Dictionary, and the Glossary of Housing
Terms mentioned below. 3) In a few cases they have been submitted
at special request by individuals who were not members of the Board
of Editors, but graciously consented to cover certain concepts with
which they were particularly familiar. In the last analysis, by virtue
of his official position, the Editor must take the final responsibility
for every definition as printed. But as a matter of fact the great
majority of the definitions submitted by others has been very little,
if at all, modified. As a unit, the Dictionary stands as a unique repre-
sentation of the precise thinking of the American sociological fra-
ternity as a whole.

In the conduct of the work, much use has been made of certain
other reference works, particularly Merriam’s Webster’s New Inter-
national Dictionary of the English Language, Seligman and Johnson'’s
Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, Erle Fiske Young’s The New
Social Worker’s Dictionary, E. B. Reuter’s Handbook of Sociology,
Earle Edward Eubank’s The Concepts of Sociology, Harold A. Phelps’
Principles and Laws of Sociology, Edgerton’s Statistical Dictionary
of Terms and Symbols, Constantine Panunzio’s Major Social Insti-
tutions, and Building Materials and Structures, A Glossary of Housing
Terms compiled by Subcommittee on Definitions, Central Housing
Committee on Research, Design, and Construction, of the United
States Department of Commerce and the National Bureau of Stan-
dards. Grateful acknowledgment of this use is tendered herewith.

Finally, the Editor cannot refrain from becoming personal suffi-
ciently to express his deep gratitude and appreciation to all who have
helped to make the book what it is. In the face of extraordinary diffi-
culties and complications arising out of the war period, which struck
the United States after the book was planned, there has been & uni-
formly high level of cooperation and promptness, and patience with
the many demands made necessary by the expediting of the work.
To the publisher, also, the Editor extends with pleasure his thanks
for generous, competent, and sympathetic support and guidance,

‘I
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abandoned child. Cf. child, abandoned.

abduct. In general, to take away a human
being by stealth and often with violence;
to kidnap. In more frequent usage the
word signifies to seize and take away un-
lawfully a young woman for purposes of
marriage or rape. W.G.

abnormal. (1) Out of adjustment with the
general structure of a particular system.
Prejudicial to the efficient functioning of
a system as a whole. Contrary to social
expectation. (2) Deviating from the cus-
tomary, the usual, or the average.

abnormality. Absence of, or deviation
from, normality.

abnormality, social. Cf. social abnormality.

abolition. The agitation carried on in the
U. S. by Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd
Garrison and others against manhood
slavery between 1832 and 1862. The means
advocated ranged from the aiding of runa-
way slaves, and the use of force by private
parties, to legal enactments and compen-
sation for emancipated slaves by the State.

G.M.F.

abortion. In lay, inaccurate language, a
criminal interruption of pregnancy, in the
early months. In more accurate medical
terminology abortion is any detachment or
expulsion, or both, from any cause of the
fertilized ovum or fetus before it is cap-
able of independent life (i.e., first 26 or
28 weeks). After this period, and up to
the normal conclusion of pregnancy, ex-
pulsion is called premature birth (q.v.).
Abortion is medically classified as (a)
spontaneous, (b) induced, (c) legal or
illegal. A spontaneous abortion is the de-
tachment or expulsion of the previable

fetus by conditions or states not under the
control of normal physiological functions
(e.g., some pathology in the woman or an
accident). An induced abortion is an arti-
ficial interruption of pregnancy, usually
by an operation. Our confused laws make
it impossible to define legal abortion
briefly, but, generally speaking, a legal
abortion is one induced by a physician,
with the corroboratory consent of a medi-
cal colleague in good standing, for ade-
quate and generally accepted medical
indications (e.g., to save the life or pre-
serve the health of the pregnant woman).
Otherwise abortion is illegal in the U.S.A.
The laws of one or two states do not
permit even the above, but medical cus-
tom accepts the principle just stated.
N.E.H.

abortion, criminal. The unlawful destruc-

tion of a fetus by the use of drugs, instru-

ments, or manipulation. Cf. abortion
ERG.

absolute divorce. The legal dissolving of a
marriage permitting one or both members
of the former union to remarry. E.RG.

absolutism. The form of national govern-
ment in which the supreme power is exer-
cised by a monarch, or a small group,
either with or without a constitution. By
a figure of speech, the term is applied to
autocratic control exercised over any social
group by one or a few persons. G.M.F.

abstinence. Voluntary total avoidance of
satisfaction of an appetite, because of
taboo or moral restraint as in the avoid-
ance of meat on fast days, or of alecoholic
liquors. P.H.H.

abstinence, marital. (general) The refrain-
ing from indulging the sexual appetite in



abstract collectivity

accordance

marriage. (specific) 1. The postponement
of marriage until one can support a family
on a decent standard of living. This is
Malthus’ theory of ‘“moral restraint.”
2. The refraining from sexual intercourse
in marriage (a) completely, or (b) except
for procreation.

abstract collectivity, That kind of plurel
(q.v.) characterized by the highest degree
of abstractness. Such plurels are ideo-
logical, for they are not simple summa-
tions of social processes, but abstract
products of simpler plurels (crowds, or-
ganized groups, etc.) which themselves
are products of directly observable social
processes. In other words, abstract col-
lectivities are constructs (q.v.), although
rarely if ever scientific constructs; folk
language usually has much to do with
them. They are almost always results of
“gocial animism”, although they can be
scientifically observed and their recurrence
predicted. Churches, nations, classes, par-
ties, etc., are abstract collectivities. Re-
lated terms are associations, large social
structures, and corporate bodies. H.B.

abundance, A supply of material neces-
saries, comforts, and simple luxuries ade-
quate to provide the physical basis for “a
good life.” The term has come into vogue
in recent years, particularly in connection
with the concept of “an economy of abund-
ance,” as a contrast to the actual scarcity
and its supporting philosophy, which have
prevailed, even in countries of advanced
economic culture.
asbundance, economy of. Cf. economy of
abundance.

academic freedom. Cf. freedom, academic.

acceleration. Increase in momentum of a
moving object, applicable to a social move-
ment or a process involving rate of change.

N.A.

acceleration of social change. Acceleration
is the speeding up of the time rate of
social change. It is the time rate of in-
crease in the velocity of & process. “De-
celeration” is the slowing down of the rate
of change. “Celeration” denotes either ac-
celeration or deceleration, either positive
or negative changing rate of the rate of

a process. These terms are measurable
and therefore operationally definable, by
the difference between two periods in the
rate of a social change, divided by the time
interval between the mid-dates of the two
periods, s.C.D.

accident insurance. Cf. insurance, accident.

acclimatization. The process whereby mi-
grants become organically adjusted to a
new climate, or the state of such adjust-
ment. Also, figuratively, mental and so-
cial adjustment to a new social environ-
ment. F.H.H.

accommodation. (1) Any social process,
whether conscious or unconscious, which
consists in the alteration of functional re-
lations between personalities and groups
so asg to avoid, reduce or eliminate conflict
and to promote reciprocal adjustment
(q.v.), provided that the altered behavior
pattern is transmitted by social learning
rather than by biological heredity; and
(2) the social relationships which result
from this process, Among the varieties
(or methods) of accommodation most often
mentioned are arbitration, compromise,
conciliation, conversion, subordination, and
toleration. H.H.

accommodation, creative. That conscious
and deliberate form of accommodation in
which a solution for conflict is sought
through discovering and developing poten-
tial areas of agreement, whereby the un-
derlying needs, interests and motives of
all those involved may be fulfilled to the
maximum possible degree. As contrasted
with compromise, creative accommodation
seeks to avoid the sacrifice of any impor-
tant underlying interest on either side; as
contrasted with legalistic justice, creative
accommodation seeks emergent, voluntar-
ily acceptable solutions. H.H.

accommodation, group. The process in
which interacting groups modify their or-
ganization, role, or status to conform to
the requirements set up by the situation
or by the inclusive social unit, J.PL

accordance. A phase of human agsocia-
tion of personal-social or common-human
type, most clearly exemplified in the pair
or dyad, but also occurring within and



accouchement

action, serial

between plurels of every other variety, and
characterized by a low degree of social
distance. If the emphasis on the common-
human aspect is retained, synonyms and/
or related terms are agreement, conform-
ity, accommodation, assimilation, accul-
turation, harmony, concord, etc. When as-
sociation reaches the intensity of accord-
ance, mutual participation in emotions,
memories, and habitual attitudes ensues;
conduct becomes more and more in ac-
cord, grows more and more similar. Never-
theless, accordance marks only the phase
of similarity, not of identity; although in
many respects very close to concepts such
as social amalgamation, fusion, unification,
solidarity, ete., it does not signify the
maximum degree of association. H.B.
accouchement. Child delivery. E.R.G.
accountability (financial). A situation in
which a person can be “held to account”,
i.e., legally made financially responsible
for damage, loss, or results of neglect;
(eriminological) a situation in which an of-
fender, whether or not “guilty” or “mor-
ally responsible”, is considered to have
committed without duress an act injurious
to others, so that organized society through
legal measures must so treat him as to
minimize repetition of the act or continua-
tion of “criminal behavior”. Cf. respon-
sibility. T.D.E.

acculturation. (1) A process of condition-
ing: (a) a child in the behavior patterns
—overt and covert—of his in-groups, or
(b) a member of an out-group for assimi-
lation into, accommodation to, or imita-
tion of the pattern of the in-group. pEwW.

(2) The assumption of culture through
contact, especially with a people of higher
civilization. Cf. diffusion. G.P.M.

accumulation. The process or act of col-
lecting or amassing culture traits such as
ideas, artifacts, or techniques. J.PE.

achievement. Progress toward a desired
objective. While generally used in the
sense of conscious improvement of society,
it may be used as attaining a goal, whether
or not that attainment has been beneficial
to anyone. M.C.E.

achievement, social. Cf. social achieve-

ment,

acquired. Received from some outside
source; not innate. Cf. acquired charac-
teristic. J.P.E.

acquired character. Cf. character, acquired,

acquired characteristic. Cf. characteristic,
acquired.

acquired pattern. Cf. pattern, acquired.

acquisitive. Having a strong desire to re-
ceive or possess. J.P.E.

acquisitiveness. The quality of having a
strong desire to receive or possess. J.P.E.

acquisitiveness, social. Cf. social acquisi-
tiveness.

Act of God. An event or situation the
cause of which may be explained in terms
of human or natural action, but which is
not attributable to the carelessness or the
forethought of anyone in particular. N.A.

action. A process involving change as well
as progressive alteration of status. M.CE

action, corporate. Action engaged in by in-
dividuals so united as to react to the en-
vironment as though they were parts of
the same living organism, M.S.

action, direct. The resort to such non-
political methods as strikes, sabotage, vio-
lence or non-violent resistance to govern-
ment in order to accomplish political,
social or economic changes; in contrast to
political action (q.v.) R.N.B,

action, impulsive. Action without fore-
sight of goal or voluntary direction. M.s.
action, individual. Cf. individual action.

action, political. The use of political ma-
chinery to accomplish changes in the social

and economic order, as contrasted with
direct action (q.v.). R.N.B.

action, reciprocal. Action in which each
of a plural number of participants matches
the action of each of the others. M.S.

action, serial. Action in which the first
participant initiates activity, and in which
the second, and each subsequent, partici-



action, social

adjustment, vocational social

pant in turn responds to the action of a
predecessor and stimulates another par-
ticipant. M.S.

action, social. Cf. social action,

action pattern. An arrangement of social
actions (g.v.) in social space and/or time;
it may therefore have both static and dy-
namic aspects. Social processes are action
patterns in which the stress is on the dy-
namic; social structures or plurels are
action patterns in which the stress is on
the static. Whether an action pattern
“exists” at any given time or place is
strictly a matter of greater or lesser prob-
ability. H.B.

active ideationalism.
active,

Cf. ideationalism,

activity, subversive. Cf. subversive activ-
ity.

actuality (philosophical, methodological). A
situation in which an object or “gestalt” is
considered to exist, or to have existed, in
the external, verifiable and communicable
world. (Cf. reality, with which actuality
is often confused and from which it is
usefully distinguished.,) T.D.E.

adapt. To fit an organism to environmen-
tal conditions by processes of selection,
natural or artificlal, resulting in organic
modifications. Similarly, to fit a cultural
trait, especially a material trait, to new
uses or to a new cultural medium. r.H.H.

adaptation. The process of acquiring fit-
ness to live in a given environinent. Com-
monly, and most correctly, *he term is
applicable to changes in morphological
traits of the physical body. By inference,
under contextual safeguards, it may also
be used to indicate cultura! modification to
suit a particular human environment. Cf.
assimilation.

adaptation, social. Cf. social adaptation.

adapté. The subject of the adaptive proc-
ess; the individual, group or mass under-
going this process. FE.L

adaptive culture. Cf. culture, adaptive.
adaptive growth. Cf. growth, adaptive.

addict. A victim of a drug or of a perni-
cious habit. F.W.K.

additive. Capable of being treated by the
mathematical process of addition,

ac}il_elphie polyandry. Cf. polyandry, adel-
phie.

adequate sample. Cf, sample, adequate.

adjust. To modify personal behavior, as
through accommodation, into harmonious
and effective relationship with the cultural
environment. r.H.H,

adjustment. Cf. social adjustment.

adjustment, individual. Cf. individual ad-
Justment.

adjustment, institutional. Modification of
the customary functions and relationships
of an institution. The mass-movement
character of institutional adjustment
makes it usually take place in an un-
planned and largely unpredicted fashion,
beyond the immediate foresight of indivi-
duals. Institutional adjustment is occa-
sioned by changed life-conditions, espe-
cially technological and ecological changes.
It takes place more readily in institutions
closely associated with societal self-main-
tenance and least readily in general in the
religious institution, removed as it is from
the immediate and constant check of eco-
nomie and political experience. AM'CL.

adjustment, personal. A condition or state
of being in which the individual is in har-
monious relationship with a given social
gituation. The process of attaining such
a state. W.EG.

adjustment, social. Cf. social adjustment.

adjustment, vocational social. The prepa-
ration and adaptation of young people to
their occupational and economic status, in
such a way that their social and domestic
needs are also met. Such adjustment in-
cludes both a subjective and an objective
aspect in that it gives to the individual a
thorough knowledge of his inborn apti-
tudes and acquired trends of the more im-
portant occupational flelds. Specific train-
ing in skills and scientific placement are



adjustment of personality

after care

involved, Cf. vocational guidance; voca-
tional rehabilitation; vocational training.
AEW.,

adjustment of personality. (1) Those types
of relationship between the parts of a
personality (q.v.) which promote the long-
run interests of the personality and the
requirements of the social groups on
which the interests of the personality de-
pend. (2) Those processes which tend to
produce such relationships; social proc-
esses (q.v.) when analyzed from the stand-
point of the changes which occur in the
individual and the effects of those changes
upon the long-run interests of the indi-
vidual. H.H.
administration, household. Cf. household
administration.

administrative regulation. An order is-
sued by an administrative officer of gov-
ernment in pursuance of an act of legis-
lature which delegates either general or
restrictive authority to the administrator
to modify or amplify the provisions of the
original act. The regulation has the status
of law and is enforceable by the courts;
it may be challenged in the court as ex-
ceeding the powers or purpose of the law
(ultra vires). Administrative orders are
becoming increasingly important in fields
such as public health, immigration, pub-
lic welfare, social insurance, and regula-
tion of business. J.w.M'C.

adolescence. A period in the development
of the human individual between puberty,
the beginning of greatly accelerated sex
development, and full maturity. Commonly
used as a synonym for youth. ERG.

adolescent court. Cf. court, adolescent.
adoption. Voluntary acceptance, confirmed
usually by recognized court or other legal
action, of a child of other parents to be
the same as one’s own natural child. a.J.T.
adult education. Cf. education, adult.
adult probation. Cf. probation, adult.
adultery. Socially unsanctioned sexual re-

lations on the part of a married person
with a person other than the spouse. ¢.p.M,

6

advance. The first tentative, incipient
stages of association occurring after social
contact in one or another form has been
established. Synonyms and/or related
terms are: to make overtures, to estab-
lish relations, to “break the ice,” ete.
From the social-psychological standpoint
it may be said that, in advance, there al-
ways remains some feeling of hesitation;
the incipient association is regarded as a
more or less doubtful experiment. Usually
one of the two participants (advance is a
common-human process most clearly ex-
emplified in the pair) manifests greater in-
decision and is less desirous of closer ap-
proach than the other. The conscious or
unconscious resolve to break the reserve
holding them apart falls to the latter, who
then carries out an act of advance or, as
it were, makes advances or overtures. Ex-
ceptions are fairly numerous, however;
oftentimes advance on both sides takes
place because mutual desire for it is la-
tent or manifest. H.B..

advertising. A display of the presumed
values of consumption goods, or of pro-
duction goods when offered for sale, rang-
ing all the way from dignified restraint
to lying ostentation, and using any means
of communication. Disvalues are never
mentioned. F.EL.

aesthetic ideationalism. Cf. ideationalism,
aesthetic.

affiance. To solemnly pledge oneself or (in
the case of parents) another, in marriage;
to betroth. W.G.

affiliation. 1. A state of legal, formal or
cooperative relationship between two or
more organized social groups; the process
of establishing same. 2. A legal action
or process whereby an illegitimate child is
declared the offspring of a designated man.

F.H.H.

affinity. Relationship by marriage, as with
the consanguine relative of a spouse or
the spouse of a consanguine relative. Cf.
consanguinity. G.P.M.

after care. Usually, social case work ser-
vices rendered a client after his discharge
from a hospital or institution. Also used
in nursing and allied fields. W.P.



agamogenesis

agglomeration

agamogenesis. Asexual reproduction;
reproduction by virgin females by means
of eggs which develop without being fer-
tilized by spermatozoa; syn, partheno-
genesis. On subhuman level found chiefly
among certain crustaceans, insects and
worms; in human culture history so-called
“virgin birth.” AJ.T.

age, gang. Cf. gang age.
age,' power. Cf, power age.

age-area concept. The theory that the ex-
tent of distribution of an element of cul-
ture is directly proportionate to its age,
i.e., that of two comparable culture traits
(q.v.) the more widely diffused is the
older. G.P.M.
age-class. An age-grade (q.v.).

age of consent. In popular interpretation
this phrase refers to that minimum age
at which an individual’s agreement to
marry is legally valid. This meaning,
however, is not technically correct. More
accurately, age of consent is that lowest
age at which a girl may give her consent
to sexual intercourse without making the
man liable to a charge of rape. Prior to
the twentieth century in the United States
the ages of ten and twelve years were
generally acknowledged as the age of con-
sent by common law. However, as late
as 1886 the State of Delaware recognized
the age of seven as legally sufficient. In
most of the States today the common law
rule has been changed by statute to pro-
vide for higher age limits; sixteen years
of age is a common “age of consent” on
State statutes at present. The States of
California and Colorado have set this limit
at eighteen. J.H.E.

age distribution. (1) The classification or
composition of a population by age of its
members. (2) A quantitative description
of the actual or proportionate importance
of specific ages or age-groups within a
population. C.V.K.

age-grade. A social group, admission to
which and promotion from which are
largely dependent upon age, in a society
whose members, or more commonly male
members, are organized into a graduated
hierarchy of such groups. G.P.M.

6

age of maximum eriminality. That chron-
ological age period in a person’s life dur-
ing which, judging from criminal statis-
tics, he is most likely to get into conflict
with the criminal law. In the case of seri-
ous offenses against property (robbery,
burglary, larceny) the 16-20 year age span
seems to fall in this category, a slightly
higher age group leading in offenses
against the person. Offenses against pub-
lic order are most common in the third
decade of life. The uneven quality of
American statistics makes positive asser-
tions difficult. However, in some foreign
countries, England for instance, the high-
est offense rates for serious crimes seem
to lie in the early adolescent period. Gen-
erally speaking, crime rates decline after
the age of twenty and very rapidly after
the aga of forty. T.S.

age pyramid. A graphic portrayal of the
age-sex composition of a population, so
named because of its characteristic shape.
In structure, the age pyramid consists of
a central vertical line of origin from which
a horizontal scale is extended toward the
left for males and one toward the right
for females. On the basis of the number
in each age-sex group, bars are drawn
to the appropriate length along these hori-
zontal scales and are placed in ascending
order with increasing age. When per-
centages rather than actual numbers are
used, each age-sex group is expressed as
a per cent of the total population rather
than as a per cent of the total for the
given sex. C.V.K.

agent, business. Cf. business agent.

agent, county. Cf. county agent.

agent provocateur. An undercover agent
who uses the method of inciting individuals
to overt acts in order to compromise them.
Best known is the agent employed to work
within trade unions, radical political par-
ties and similar labor groups, for the pur-
pose of disruption, by provoking individ-
uals to violence or similar unlawful acts,
which will involve them with police and
courts, create internal dissension, and
bring diseredit on their organization.
K.DP.L.

agglomeration. The process or result of



aggregate

agricultural ladder

people gathering together indiscriminately,
M.S.

aggregate. Cf. social aggregate. The proc-
ess of bringing units together into an
unorganized body or mass, without any
permanently significant binding consensus.

aggregate, genetic. A group of kindred
persons who have lived together from birth
in one place; a settled group recruited ex-
clusively by its own birth rate; a group
whose members are of one blood through
in-group marriage. N.L.S.
aggregate, social. Cf. social aggregate.

aggregation. Cf. aggregate. In matrix
algebra and in dimensional sociology, a
list of separately recorded entities. Thus
a calendar of a month is an aggregation
of days, a map is an aggregation of re-
gions, a roll call is an aggregation of
persons and a scale is an aggregation of
units. S.C.D.

aggression. Action directed toward con-
trolling the person, action or possessions
of one or more others against their will,
for the primary benefit of the controlling
agent, but also with the purpose of pro-
ducing suffering or discontent on the part
of those controlled. M.S.

agitator. (1) A person who by voice and
pen expresses the grievances of disadvan-
taged classes and groups and attempts to
organize radical reforms. R.N.B.

(2) One who attempts to produce dis-
content, restlessness or rebellious behavior
in others. M.S.

agnate. A consanguine relative in the pa-
trilineal (q.v.) or male line. Cf. cognate.
G.P.M.

agnation. The kinship system, prevailing
in ancient Rome, whereby relationship was
traced exclusively through males. Rela-
tives having a common male ancestor,
traced through male descent, were called
agnati. W.G.

agoraphobia. Neurotic fear of open places,
especially of crossing them; in some cases
possibly the result of social isolation Cf.
ghetto J.H.B.

agrarian movement. Widespread collec-
tive action for the establishment of new
values for the improvement of agricul-
ture both as an industry and as a mode
of life; e.g., the Granger Movement of
the 1870’s, and the Non-Partisan League
in the Dakotas after the first World War.

D.S.

agreement (political). An international
agreement for which, in the United States,
the advice and consent of the Senate is
solicited and obtained is called a treaty.
The name “Agreement” or “Executive
Agreement” has come to be attributed to
the many agreements signed by the Ex-
ecutive with foreign Powers—over 1200 in
number—without submission for the ap-
proval of the Senate. These agreements
cover a wide range, all the way from postal
agreements to such important documents
as the Lansing-Ishii Agreement of 1917
and the Roosevelt-Litvinoff Agreement of
1933. Some have had congressional ap-
proval; others have not. Based on the
premise that the Constitution does not
specify the subject-matter of treaties, and
on certain dicta in the Supreme Court’s
decision in the Curtiss-Wright Export Cor-
poration case, 299 U. S. 304, there has in
recent years been a strong effort to dem-
onsfrate that in the interests of “democ-
racy” the two-thirds requirement of Senate
approval is and should be deemed out-
moded and the Executive Agreement, with
or without congressional approval, should
be substituted. Its opponents regard this
as a dangerous encroachment of the Ex-
ecutive power on the United States Con-
stitution and Government. E.M.B.

agricultural extension service. A coopera-
tive adult educational enterprise, supported
by federal and state and county funds,
to assist farmers and their wives in im-
proving farm and home practices, and the
farm population in improving and enrich-
ing rural life. E.des.B.

agricultural ladder. An expression used
in rural sociology and agricultural eco-
nomics to denote the vertical social mo-
bility between the agricultural social
classes, and more specifically the process
by which a farm youth commences as a
hired hand and passes successively through



agricultural parity

alien

the stages of renter and part-owner or
mortgaged owner ultimately to attain the
ownership of a farm. T.L.S.

agricultural parity, parity prices, parity
income: The term “parity” as used in
agricultural programs and legislation re-
fers to prices which will give each agricul-
tural commodity a purchasing power per
unit relative to articles that farmers buy,
interest, and taxes equivalent to the pur-
chasing power of such commodity in the
base period, August 1909 to July 1914;
and to incomes which will give a per capita
net income to individuals on farms from
farm operations that bears the same re-
lation to the per capita net income of in-
dividuals not on farms as prevailed dur-
ing the period from August 1909 to July
1914,

agricultural planning. Cf. planning, agri-
cultursal.

agriculture. The utilization of the fertility
of the land for the production of humanly
useful plants and animals. The term in-
cludes all forms of crop raising and ani-
mal husbandry. It depends upon the ex-
traction from the land of materials which
are at least theoretically replaceable, either
by the slow processes of nature or by ar-
tificial fertilization. Therefore, it does not
necessarily deplete the land. The hunting
and fishing of wild creatures lies in the
border zone between agriculture and min-
ing. (q.v.)

>

ahimsa. The doctrine of nonviolence, as
practised in India by Gandhi and his fol-
lowers in their civil disobedience cam-
paigns. The term includes all nonviolent
forms of resistance, but excludes rioting,
which often accompanies such campaigns.
C{f. satyagraha. S.C.M,

aid, mutual. Cf. mutual aid.

aided-recall technique. A research de-
vice which consists in presenting the in-
formant with a printed list of items from
which he is asked to select those which
apply. E.g., surveys of radio listening
habits supply a list of programs which
were on the air at the time in question,
and the informant is asked to choose the
ones to which he listened. M.Pt.

aim. The goal or purpose toward which
human behavior is directed. The term
usually implies activity over a period of
time. JPE.

albinism. A variable hereditary trait, found
among both white and colored races, in-
dicated by marked deficiency of pigment
in skin, hair, and eyes. In complete al-
binism the eyves are pink, the hair is white
and the skin is milk white with no pig-
ment. In partial albinism these condi-
tions are only approximated. It is due to
a gene substitution, inherited in many
cases as an autosomal recessive. Among
partial albinos are usually included per-
sons with piebald or white-spotted skin.

P.H.H.

alcoholism. Abnormal addiction to alcohol.
The basis of all malted and distilled l-
quors is ethyl alcohol which is a poison
when taken in excess. According to Freu-
dian theory the psychological craving for
alcohol has its basis in repressed homo-
sexuality. More generally, however, al-
coholism is an escape from conflict and is
often associated with inferiority feelings.
Undoubtedly alcoholism is indirectly asso-
ciated with crimes against the person.
Intemperance and poverty are also asso-
ciated. The evil effects of alcoholism often
fall heavily upon the non-drinking mem-
bers of the alcoholic’s family. Alcoholism
is a problem of a narcotic indulged in to
escape depressing psychological or social
conditions. NEF.C.

aleatory element. The element in life of
the inexplicable, unpredictable. The luck
element. Chance. AG.K,

alibi. A legal defense whereby an accused
person pleads that he was present at
another place than the place where the
crime or offense was committed at the
time when it was committed and, there-
fore, that he could not have committed
the crime or offense of which he is accused.

F.W.K.

alien. A foreign born resident of a coun-
try of which he is not a citizen. In the
verb form (to alienate) the word has two
poesible meanings important in sociology:
{1) to cause the withdrawal or affection
from another; (2) to convey or transfer
property. J.w.M’C.



alienation

ambulance chaser

alienation. (1) The state of estrangement
of one spouse from the other. (2) A con-
dition of mental derangement or lapse
from normal state of mind. F.W.K.

alienist. A semi-legal word meaning a
specialist in mental diseases who appears
in court to testify as to a person’s men-
tal state at present or during the act of
committing a crime. Jw.M'C

alley dwelling. An intra-block dwelling
fronting on an alley. These often consti-
tute hidden slums behind respectable
facades. S.S.

alimony. An allowance required by a
court to be paid out of the estate or earn-
ings of a husband to his wife or by a for-
mer husband to his former wife, or by a
wife to a husband. In about one-third of
our atates alimony is allowed to the for-
mer husband out of the former wife's es-
tate. Temporary alimony (pendente lite)
is an allowance required from the hus-
band to the wife before a divorce is
granted. Permanent alimony is an allow-
ance after divorce. The amount of ali-
mony and the length of time it must be
paid vary according to the financial cir-
cumstances, health, age, social position
and other factors decided by the court.
The court frequently revises the amount
and methods of payment to meet new cir-
cumstances. o.w.

allotment. A share of land set apart for
the benefit of a person or group for im-
mediate possession or use, formerly for
cultivation. F.W.K.

allrightnick. A returned immigrant, or-
dinarily from the United States, who
brings with him a superficial veneer of
the culture of the land in which he has
temporarily resided, including a smatter-
ing of its language and a glib smartness
and affectation of superiority.

almoner. One commissioned or author-
ized to distribute alms. The office of alm-
oner was originally instituted by the
church, and once performed a much more
important function than now. J.MR.

almonry. (1) A place where alms are of-
ficially distributed. (2) Place where alm-
oner resides. JMER

alms. The pittance of charity, generally
given by individuals to beggars, but in the
traditions of charity extolled as blessings
to the giver Cf. dole. N.A.

almshouse. An institution housing the pub-
licly supported poor of an administrative
unit. (Variously known as ‘“poor farm,”
“county farm” and ‘“poor house”.) w.P.

almsman. (1) A recipient of alms. (2) In
the past, also a giver of alms, J.M.R.

altruism. Regard for others, devotion to
others, usually implying some self-sacri-
fice. The opposite of egoism. o.w,

altruistic. Not egoistic; unselfish; marked
by altruism; having primary regard for
the interests and welfare of others or of
the social group; especially having such
regard with respect to others in the inti-
mate personal relations of social life. In-
terested more in the total amount of hap-
piness than in its distribution. F.H.H.

amalgamate. To participate in, or experi-
ence, the process of amalgamation. (q.v.)

amalgamation. (1) The biological process
whereby two or more racial types are fused
into a homogenous blend by means of
interbreeding and progressive combination
of the respective germ plasms. (2) By
analogy, the union into a functional group
of two or more separate persons or groups,
differing in minor characteristics but suf-
ficiently similar in fundamental traits so
that the result of the combination is a
smooth and homogeneous blend

ambil-anak. A special exception to the
usual marriage customs in the case of a
daughter, frequently occurring in patri-
lineal (q.v.), patrilocal (q.v.) Bsocieties
when a family has no sons, whereby for
one generation residence is matrilocal
(q.v.), descent is matrilinea! (q.v.), and
the customary bride-price (q.v.) is omitted
or reduced. G.P.M.

ambulance chaser. A lawyer, or a person
on behalf of a lawyer, who solicits legal
business contrary to the standards of pro-
fessional ethics; sometimes generally ap-
plied to persons who fail to observe pro-
fessional standards of behavior in any pro-
fessional field. F.W.K.



ameliorate

ancestor worship

ameliorate. To improve or to make more
tolerable; for example, to ameliorate the
living conditions of the share cropper, or
of the slum dweller. (A relative term
which, strictly speaking, might correctly
be applied to any situation or condition
capable of improvement, but actually ap-
plied chiefly to situations or conditions
widely recognized as being definitely in
need of improvement.) R.E.B.

ameliorative. Bettering, remedial, cura-
tive, making for improvement; (social
work) : applied to measures or treatment
considered as raising a personal or social
situation toward accepted standards of
living or social normality (q.v.), whether
or not actually achieving that plane. T.D.E.

amenities. Decorative structural elements,
open spaces, parks, playgrounds, plantings
and all other natural or artificial charac-
teristics of an area which add to its pleas-
antness or attractiveness as a place to
live or which protect it against unpleasant
sights, noises, or other nuisances. S.S.

amentia. (1) Mental deficiency. (2) In
certain parts of Europe, particularly Ger-
many, Austria, Holland, and Norway,
amentia is applied to psychotic conditions
characterized by an acute organic syn-
drome in which there is loss of memory,
clouding, confusion, perplexity, bewilder-
ment, disorientation, and emotional dis-
orders. C.F.S.

Americanism. The spirit and traditions of
American democratic institutions, often
perverted in common usage to mean ad-
herence to a particular interest, such as
“free private enterprise.” R.NB.

Americanization. The process by which
people of alien culture acquire American
ways, standards of living, and national
allegiance; the assimilation of American
culture by people of foreign birth or heri-
tage. N.LS.

amitate. A conventional relationship of
especial importance between a person and
his paternal aunt. Cf. avunculate.

amok (amuck). Among Malay peoples, a
condition of psychic depression which cul-
minates in a brief outburst of homicidal
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mania. Coll,, to run amuck, any irrespon-
sible, unrestrained behavior. Cf. berserk.
E.A.H,

amoral. Wholly lacking in a sense of
moral responsibility, as an amoral crim-
inal, or imbecile. F.H.H.

amorality. The state or quality of being
not subject to judgment by a moral code;
outside the bounds of moral standards;
also, the condition of individuals who are
incapable of making moral judgments or
discerning moral distinctions.

amulet. An object or ornament worn as a
magical or fetishistic protection against
disease, witchcraft, or other evils. Cf.
fetish; talisman. G.P.M.

amusement, commercial. A relatively pas-
sive entertainment provided for spectators
by a concern organized for profit, as con-
trasted with active recreation. Cf. recrea-
tion. M.H.N.

anabolism, social. Cf. social anabolism.
analysis, social. Cf. social analysis.

anaphrodisiac. A food or drug designed to
lessen sexual desire. E.RG.

anarchism. A social philosophy or a form
of social organization which implies the
absence of the state and formal govern-
ment. It rests upon the doctrine that an
ideal society could administer its affairs
without any use of force, and therefore
without the necessity of any agents offi-
cially authorized and equipped to use
force. In its basic assumptions it is prac-
tically the opposite of socialism and com-
munism.

anarchy. Absence of centralized govern-
ment; a state or condition of human inter-
actions and relationships without or in
defiance of a traditionally accepted ulti-
mate authority. A state of chaos or dis-
order. F.E.L.

anatomy, social. Cf. social anatomy.
ancestor cult. Cf. cult, ancestor.

ancestor worship. Cf. worship, ancestor.



anchorite

anthropocentrism

anchorite. A religious hermit. L.P.E.
androcracy. A social condition of mascu-
line supremacy, especially when based pri-
marily on brute strength. Cf. father-right;
patriarchate. G.P.M,

angel. One who supports a cause or ac-
tivity, a contributor or benefactor who
supplies the money for an activity or
work, perhaps making the gift anony-
mously. N.A,

animals, family life of. Care by one or
both parents most common among mam-
malians, but found more or less among
birds, and occasionally among certain
fish, Facts are so contradictory that no
general principle except vague “parental
instinct” can be derived from animal life
for human family forms or contributions
to social evolution. AJ.T.

animatism (anthropological). Belief that
all or certain important objects are alive,
or contain communicable energy (mana).
If sufficiently powerful to be objects of
magic or worship, they are respected as
vehicles of impersonal power or as being
themselves personal in motivation. Con-
trasted with animism, which conceives
certain objects as inhabited by person-
alized spirits, detachable like human
shoots from the body or object in question.
Cf. mana; fetishism; animism, T.D.E.

animism. The belief that all things, ani-
mate and inanimate, are endowed with
personal indwelling souls, or the theory
that the belief in spiritual beings, i.e.,
souls (q.v.), ghosts (q.v.), and spirits
(q.v.). is the original and basic element
in religion. Cf. animatism; preanimism.
G.P.M.

anomalies. Abnormalities associated with
criminal constitutions and believed to be
causal correlates. J.PS.

anomalies, physical. The physical stigmata
which Cesare Lombroso held would iden-
tify the criminal. It was Lombroso's con-
tention that criminals were born, not
made, and evidence of criminality could
be seen in the peculiar shape of various
parts of the face and head particularly.
Although the theory has been discredited,
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it has been revived in recent years by a
small group of physical anthropologists.
Jw.M'c,

anomie. A French word meaning norm-
lessness (q.v.), social and personal dis-
organization, demoralization, etc. HB.

anonymity. The state of being anonymous,
disclosing no name, not known. o.w.

anonymous. Characterized by being un-
named, and thus undefined and unclassi-
fied or unlocated. Examples are unknown
benefactors and writers—and criminals.

F.EL,

anonymousness. The state or condition of
being without a name; undesignated and
therefore unknown. Anonymity has the
same meaning F.E.L.

antagonism. Active opposition to, or inter-
ference with, another object, personal or
abstract. One of the overt manifestations
of antipathy. Antagonism may be directed
against a person, a group, an idea, or a
movement.

antagonistic. Acting or feeling in opposi-
tion or in contravention. F.H.H.

antagonistic co-operation. Cf. co-operation,
antagonistic.

antagonistic effort. Cf. effort, antagonistic,

antagonize. To act in opposition, or so as
to produce opposition. F.H.H.,

antecedents. Events preceding a situation
and having some causal relation to it.
Consideration of antecedents involves the
assumption of a continuity relation be-
tween events in a series. N.A.

anthropic. Pertaining to precultural man,
the life of genus homo as animals among
other competing species. Distinguished
from anthropoid (q.v.), human (q.v.), cul-
tural (q.v.). T.D.E.

anthropocentrism. That view which as-
sumes man to be the central fact of the
universe, to which all other facts have
reference, J6L.



anthropogeography

anti-social action

anthropogeography. The scientific study
of man, his history and culture in their
relation to the geographical environment.
Cf. ecology. G.P.M.

anthropoid. A primate family consisting
of man and the tailless apes. Traits or
characteristics similar to those found in
man. EAH.

anthropology. The study of man and his
works. The discipline has two fundamen-
tal aspects: one, the study of man as an
organism (physical anthropology) and its
sub-divisions—human biology, primatol-
ogy, anthropometry and biometrics; and
two, the study of human behavior (ethnol-
ogy), social anthropology, cultural anthro-
pology, archaeology, ethnography and race
paychology.

Anthropology is therefore both a natural
science and a social science. Historically
it has tended to limit its area of study to
prehistoric and primitive man and cul-
tures. To some extent it has also con-
cerned itself with the study of the men
and cultures of non-occidental civilized so-
ciety. Recently, there has become mani-
fest an increasing tendency to expand an-
thropology to include the study of con-
temporary American and European cul-
tures as well. EA.H.

anthropology, criminal. Measurement and
enumeration of bodily characteristics to
determine their relationship to criminality.

J.P.S.

anthropology, cultural. The study of the
social behavior of man. In its fullest sense
the term is synonymous with sociology
(q.v.). In its more restricted meaning it
applies to the social life of primitive man,
Cf. anthropology, somatic; archaeology;
ethnography. E.A.H.

anthropology, physical. Cf. anthropology,
somatic.

anthropology, social. Cf. social anthro-
pology.

anthropology, somatic. That branch of
anthropology, also termed “physical an-
thropology,” which concerns itself with
the study of the human organism, espe-
cially with its evolution or phylogeny, its
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individual life cycle or ontogeny, and its
variations in different racial stocks and
their measurement, i.e, anthropometry
(q.v.). Cf. anthropology, cultural., ¢.r.M.

anthropometry. The scientific and precise
measurement of significant features of
the human body, and their arrangement
into classificatory systems.

anthropometry, social. Cf. social anthro-
pometry.

anthropomorphism. That type of religious
thought which ascribes human attributes,
both physical and psychic, to deity. 3.H.E.

anthropophagy. Cannibalism (q.v.).

anticipate. To act or respond in advance
to the stimulus that would normally elicit
such response. Behavior in relation to an
expected stimulus. It may be habitual
behavior. N.A.

antipathetic. Having antipathy, or a deep~
seated, largely organic, attitude of oppo-
sition or repugnance toward a person or
object, as in the common reaction to
snakes. Sometimes used to describe feel-
ings of race difference. F.H.H.

antipathy. A feeling against a particular
object, personal or abstract. The opposite
of sympathy. The attitude that leads to
various forms of negative association, all
the way from withdrawal to opposition or
conflict.

anti-Semitism. Opposition by word and
deed to the equal participation of Jewish
people in the social and legal rights which
a nation affords to its people generally.
Also denouncement in speech or writing
of Jewish culture, traditions and attitudes
as being inimicable to a nation’s welfare.
Personal withdrawal from and resentment
for members of the Jewish race. j.w.M'cC.

anti-social. Cf. social, anti-.

anti-social action. Action by a person or
persons which places the interest of cer-
tain individuals or of minority groups
above the general welfare of the com-
munity or population affected. G.M.F,



antl-social grudge

archaeology

anti-social grudge. A deep-seated resent-
ment against society in general or social
regulations in particular which may in
turn lead to delinguent or criminal con-
duct as a “grievance reaction.” M.AE.

apartment. A living unit or a suite of
rooms in & building containing three or
more living units having some common
services or facilities, or both, and served
by a common entrance hall.

apartment house. (1) A building contain-
ing three or more living units having
common services or facilities, or both, and
served by a common entrance hall. (2) A
structure two or more stories in height
under one roof, designed for the accom-
modation of two or more families.

aphrodisiac. A food or drug designed to
originate or increase sexual desire or
potency. ER.G.

applicant. In social work, a person who
secks the services of a social agency. w.r.

application blank. A form for recording
data furnished by one who applies for
service, relief, employment, ete. W.P.

application interview. A part of the appli-
cation process, usually the more formal or
complete interview in which the client’s
request for assistance is explored. W.P.

applied soelology. Cf. sociology, applied.

approach. A category of attitudes con-
trasted with those of withdrawal, when
all attitudes are classified as attitudes of
approach, withdrawal, indifference, ambi-
valence or combinations thereof. T.D.E.

approach, conceptual Cf. conceptual ap-
proach.

approach, objective. An attitude toward a
situation in which cultural or group evalu-
ations and personal interest or bias are
either absent or so controlled as to reduce
their effects to a minimum. Approach is
objective to the degree that personal ten-
sions productive of biassed ohservation
or interpretation are relaxed or frankly
recognized but dissociated from the pro-
cess of inquiry. T.D.E.

approach, subjective. An attitude toward
a situation in which cultural, group or
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personal valuations are permitted to affect
observation and judgment; an attitude
acceptable in our culture when taken by
a practitioner, a poet or artist, or in the
appraisals of every day life, but con-
sidered inconsistent with strict scientific
method. T.D.E.

aptitude test. A method of measuriné
present performance as & means of esti-
mating future potentialities of the one
tested for success in a contemplated
course of training or study. The estimate
based on such a test is necessarily in
terms of probabilities only, e.g., scholastic
aptitude test, tests for aptitudes for
skilled trades, clerical occupations, execu-
tive positions, learned professions, and
artistic pursuits. FD.W.

arbitration. The process of submitting a
matter in dispute to one or more disinter-
ested persons called arbitrators, whose
decision, called the award, is binding upon
the parties, Arbitration is now generally
recognized by law as a method of settling
disputes without legal action and awards
are frequently enforcible by the courts.
In certain trades and occupations having
elaborate codes and customs arbitration
is the method almost invariably resorted
to for the settlement of disputes and de-
tailed provisions are set up defining its
use. P.W.K.

arbitration, industrial. The process of re-
ferring disputes between employers and
employees to the decision of “impartial
adjudicators.” Arbitration may be either
voluntary or compulsory. The former
exists whenever a collective labor agree-
ment provides for the machinery of im-
partial adjudication. The latter exists
when the state requires both parties to
submit their disputes to arbitration,
whether a labor agreement provides for it
or not. The term is to be contrasted with
international arbitration which covers dis-
putes between nations which concern their
political relations, and with commercial
arbitration which is concerned with the
gettlement of disputes arising out of busi-
ness contracts, under which commerce and
trade are carried on. rO.W.

archaeology. The scientific study of early
or primitive cultures, particularly as man-
ifested by their artifacts.



archive

area, transitional

archive. A place for the safe keeping of
documents and records especially having
public or historic interest; also applied to
the documents or records deposited in a
designated place for safe keeping espe-
cially because of public or historic interest.

F.W.K.

area. A geographical region having spe-
cific boundaries; a set of phenomena hav-
ing some common, unifying characteristic.

P.P.C.

area, blighted. An area usually but not
necessarily residential which has lost use
value to such an extent that it can no
longer return economic rents, pay fair
taxes, and provide for fundamental re-
pairs. Because of the resulting deteriora-
tion it tends to fall at an accelerating rate
toward slum status but is not properly
a slum until it has passed the point of
economical rehabilitation without exten-
sive demolition and clearance. S.S.

area, building. Cf. coverage.

area, culture. Any portion of humanity
that is connected by similarity in the cul-
ture of its constituent groups, or one
through which any cultural trait will be
diffused readily and quickly.

area, cut over. Cf. cut over area.

area, delinquency. An area of a city
marked by an abnormal delinquency rate
as compared to other areas of the city of
similar size and population. Such areas
are often located in zones of transition,
and are marked by industrial buildings,
waterfronts and railroad yards, deteri-
orated buildings and population of mixed
nationalities. Cf. ecology, human. j.w.M'C,

area, industrial. A district, of a town, city,
county, state, or region, devoted predomi-
nantly to manufacturing.

area, interest. A set of phenomena around
which the attention of a group of indi-
viduals tends to focus. P.F.C.

area, interstitial. An area between two
use districts, such as retail and wholesale,
which partakes of the characteristics of
the adjacent use districts, or which may
be distinguished by another, generally
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lower, use, as in the case of a rooming
house area between a declining residential
and an encroaching business district. Cf.
zone of transition. E.E.M.

area, marginal. 1. (anthropology) Territory
adjacent to two culture areas in which a
mixed type of culture prevails. 2. (human
ecology) Frequently used interchangeably
with ‘“area of transition” or “transitional
area” (q.v.). C.F.S.

area, metropolitan. A region including a
large concentration of population to-
gether with the surrounding areas where
the daily economic and social life is pre-
dominantly influenced by the central city.

area, natural. Any particular extent of
surface that has become differentiated as
the result of unplanned ecological and/or
social processes rather than as the result
of conscious planning and/or administra-
tive control. J.AQ.

area, registration. A section of a country
designated for the collection and consoli-
dated tabulation of a particular group of
data. The components of such an area are
not necessarily contiguous, but are in-
cluded on the basis of the acceptability of
the methods used. In the United States,
the two most important registration areas
are the death registration area, estab-
lished in 1880, and the birth registration
area, established in 1916.

area, rural problem. Cf. rural problem
area.

area, second-settlement. A section of the
community to which any particular ethnic
group, generally an immigrant group, has
tended to move upon leaving the place of
original settlement. E.E.M.

area, trade. That territory surrounding a
trade center, and immediately tributary to
it, from which the center draws its rural
trade. The trade area is of uncertain
shape, and in size is somewhat propor-
tional to the size of the trade center. It
has no fixed or definite boundary, but
rather a transitional fringe which varies
with inter-trade center competition and
its differential growth or decline. C.E.L.

area, transitional. Cf. area of transition.



area, urban

art

area, urban. Limited geographical area in-
habited by a relatively dense population;
officially, in the United States, 2600 or
more population. E.E.M.

area of characterization. That region or
section of the earth’s surface in which any
group develops its distinctive traits. As
generally used, the term refers to the
geographical region in which any particu-
lar section of the human species, as a
result of physical adaptation and sex
selection operating under conditions of
isolation and segregation, develops into a
race with distinctive traits or characters.

area of deterioration. Cf. zone of deteri-
oration.

area of sympathy, A set of phenomena
about which & common emotional concern
is shared by a group of individuals. r.r.c.

area of transition. That territory in which
a different form of land usage is becom-
ing established. The term refers to the
area in a city between the business dis-
trict and the surrounding zone of working
men’s homes. Cf. zone of transition. J.p.E.

area of understanding. A set of phenomena
concerning which a group of individuals
share mutual information or have a com-
mon universe of discourse. P.F.C.

areas, social and economic. Cf. social and
economic areas.

areas, vice. Localities which have a con-
centration of houses of prostitution and/or
soliciting prostitutes on the streets suffi-
cient to characterize them. They develop
usually under favorable conditions, espe-
cially in districts which cannot contest
their existence. They are to be found in
or on the fringe of urban communities.
But they also display a mushroom growth
in non-urban areas where unusual aggre-
gation of unattached men (i.e. non-family
men) abounds, such as in a boom town, a
mining camp, army camp, and so forth.

W.CR

argot. The so-called “slanguage” of any
group; particularly the ungrammatical
and unfamiliar characteristic jargon of a
nonconformist group, such as tramps,
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gypsies or a gang. It is a distinguishing
feature of & social type. FEL

argot, criminal. Cf. criminal argot.

aristocracy. The socially superior, the
commonly recognized “best families.”
Those set apart by highest social esteem,
most cultivated manners, greatest domi-
nance in social, and frequently political,
affairs. Strictly speaking, the upper no-
bility whose rank and powers are heredi-
tary and legally established above those
of other socio-political strata. The patri-
cians were an aristocracy, par excellence.
The FFV’s were de facto aristocrats.
W.C.H.

arrest, liability to. Cf. liability to arrest.

arson. In common law, the willful and
malicious burning of the house or out-
house belonging to, or in possession of,
another man. Its felonious or heinous
character reflects the sacredness that was
attached to the habitations of men. Statu-
tory law has enlarged upon the common
law meaning of arson so as to make it
include maliciously setting fire to build-
ings other than dwelling houses, or even
other kinds of inflammable property.
Under the statutes of many states and of
the Federal government arson may be
punished by death. AEW.

art. (1) One of the primary social insti-
tutions attempting to answer symbolically
the riddle of life, as religion does spir-
itually. This quest man pursues constantly
in the desire to alleviate his ever-present
fear of death. The sociological importance
of art and artworks lies in their evidence
of a collective mind (q.v.) which unites
the creating artist through the artwork
with the receptive audience. Art by means
of conscious irrationalization effects the
eternalization of a given culture. Cf.
beauty; religion; value . J.H.B.

(2) Skill, technique, manipulation, or-
ganized, communicable, culturally trans-
mitted. Practical or applied arts are dis-
tinguished from the fine arts (dance,

drama, poetry, architecture, painting,
sculpture, music) which have in common
the extension of human experience

through the sharing of imagination and
of feeling, Art is distinct from ritual in
that the latter undertakes the work of



art, sociology

association, cooperative

changing the course of ‘“nature” directly
by magic or indirectly by influencing
supernatural persons supposed to be in
control of the relevant phenomena. Art
is distinct from games in virtue of its ob-
jectives of aeathetic communication and
its canons or conventions. T.D.E.

art, sociology of. Cf. sociology of art.

artel. A group banded together for work
or other common ends. A type of coopera-
tive. Specifically the collectivized Russian
village where land and productive capital
are pooled under a common management.

N.LS.

articulated street pattern. The design and
construction of streets and walks to serve
particular functions such as through traf-
fic, local traffic, service lanes, pedestrian
walks, etc., resulting in economical paving
and utilities costs, and yielding privacy to
residential areas and freedom from traffic
hazards. S.S.

artifact. A material object fashioned by
human workmanship; an element of ma-
’ arial culture (q.v.). G.P.M.

artificial. Having existence because of the
application of human intelligence; the
antonym of artificial is natural (q.v.).

arts, fine. The deep appreciation and
powerful expressions of values in human
life, such expressions taking the forms of
play, dancing, drama, drawing, painting,
sculpture, architecture, other plastics, lit-
erary prose, poetry and music; using the
finer more developed techniques of line,
color, form, tone and words; and giving
rise to social vocations and institutions in
developing them. C.J.B.

arts, social. Cf. social arts.

ascendancy. Superiority of power, influ-
ence or position. M.S.

ascendancy, individual. Cf. individual as-
cendancy.

aseendancy, personal. Cf. personal ascend-
ancy.

ascendancy, social. Cf. social ascendancy.
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ascetic ideationalism. Cf. ideationalism,
ascetic.

asceticism. Extreme rigor and self denial
practised for an ideal. LP.E.

asexnal. Having no sex.

assault. A civil wrong or tor¢ for the com-
mission of which damages at law are re-
coverable (in the Anglo-American legal
system), consisting of a threat to strike
or to harm another. F.W.K.

assessment. (1) The process of evaluating
property for general taxation purposes;
also the value 8o assigned-— usually
called “the assessed valuation.” (2) Special
assessment. A charge imposed by a govern-
ment upon a restricted group or class of
properties to defray part or all the costs
of specific improvements or services pre-
sumed to be of special (but not necessarily
exclusive) benefit to such properties.

assimilation. Cf, social assimilation,
assimilation, social. Cf, social assimilation.
assistance, old age. Cf. old age assistance.
assistance, public. Cf. public assistance.

associate. Broadly, to engage in any form
of social interaction with others, whether
of opposition or co-operation. More nar-
rowly, to join with one or more other
persons in common action, regardless of
the psychological motivations leading
thereto. Specifically, to form an associa-
tion. One who is so related to another, or
others. F.H.H.

association. (1) The fundamental relation-
ship which unites individuals into groups
or societies. A comprehensive term for the
relationships of interstimulation and re-
sponse, usually of a somewhat enduring
nature in contrast to mere contact.
(2) An organized group formed in pursuit
of some common interest with its own
self-contained administrative structure
and functionaries. E.g. The Natinnal Man-
ufacturers Association, Association of
American Colleges, Association of Junior
Leagues of America, ete.

association, cooperative. Cf. cooperative

(2).



association, criminal

attention, focus of

association, criminal. 1. A group organ-
ized expressly for the pursuit of criminal
interests. 2. A process of intimate and
friendly communication with criminals
which tends to result in the assimilation
of criminal behavior-patterns. E.H.S.
association, differential. The distribution
of a person’s associations in a manner dif-
ferent from those of other persons; gen-
erally stated as an hypothesis of criminal
behavior, namely, that a person who de-
velops criminal behavior differs from
those who do not develop criminal be-
havior in the quantity and quality of his
associations with criminal patterns and
in his relative isolation from anti-criminal
patterns, and that differential association
with these criminal and anti-criminal pat-
terns is therefore the cause of criminal
behavior. According to this hypothesis,
either the techniques, motives, rationaliza-
tions, and other elements are learned ex-
clusively in association with criminal
patterns, or, if learned in part in other
kinds of association, are combined and
organized in association with criminal
patterns. E.H.S.

association, voluntary. A group freely or-
ganized by citizens for the pursuit of
some interests in contrast to a state estab-
lished agency.

assortative (assortive) mating. The mat-
ing of persons of similar genetic traits, as
tall with tall, or blond with blond; the
opposite of random mating. Although
sometimes used to describe the mating of
persons of similar social traits, such as
similarity in education or religious belief,
strict usage limits this term to the mating
of persons who are similar in one or more
hereditary traits. P.H.H,

asthenic physique. Cf. physique, asthenic.

astrology. Divination (q.v.) by interpret-
ing the influence of the stars upon human
affairs. G.P.M.

asylum. (1) A sacred and inviolable sanc-
tuary (q.v.), e.g., a temple, from which a
criminal or other fugitive, seeking refuge
there, may not be forcibly removed; or
the right of a fugitive to remain inviolate
in such a place. Cf. city of refuge. G.p.M.
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(2) An institution (q.v.) for the organ-
ized care, protection, or support of some
needy element in the population, such as
orphans, insane, or feeble-minded.

asylum, right of. The recognition by law
or custom of entry to and protection in a
country, or institution, of persons escap-
ing from political, religious or racial per-
secution. Applied also in medieval times
to religious refuges open to criminals and
debtors from which they could not be re-
moved without sacrilege. Cf. sanctuary.
R.N.B.

atavism. The reappearance of a trait
which appeared in an ancestor more re-
mote than the parent. Atavism and rever-
sion are frequently used synonymously
although atavism refers to the reappear-
ance of a specific trait while reversion
refers to a type or a combination of less
specific traits. o.w.

atavistic. Pertaining to atavism. (q.v.).
o.W.

athletic physique. Cf. physique, athletic.

atomism. The theory or belief that a
froup is to be explained or understood in
erms of its individual members or units
rather than in terms of a collective whole;
the denial that society or any group has
any existence or meaning apart from that
of its individual members.

atomize. The type of social process by
which social groups are broken into frag-
ments or larger social patterns are re-
duced to smaller ones. N.A.

atrophy. The disappearance of a part of
the body by disuse, pressure or disease;
a wasting or withering of any part of the
body. o.w.

attack. That aspect of social conflict in
which one personality or group seeks to
damage the physical, psychological, or
social structures, or to thwart the pur-
poses, of another personality or group.
H.H.

attention, focus of. That area in the con-
tent of consciousness of which the indi-
vidual is most aware at a given moment.

P.H.F.



attitude

autocracy

attitude. An acquired, or learned, and
established tendency to react toward or
against something or somebody. It is evi-
denced by either approaching or with-
drawing types of behavior, and the object
of the reaction becomes thereby either a
positive or a negative value, respectively,
from the subject’s viewpoint. An attitude
may be largely latent, subjective, un-
expressed, or it may represent any de-
gree between two extremes, An atti-
tude may be characteristic of a person,
and as such relate to the given person, or
to other persons, or to social groups, or
to society or the universe. An attitude
may be social in the sense that is charac-
teristic of a homogeneous group of per-
sons.

attitude, experiential. Attitude derived
from the personal experience of its pos-
sessor. M.S.

attitude, indoctrinated. Attitude acquired
in response to the influence of another.
M.S.

attitude, social. Cf. social attitude.

attitude, typical. (1) An attitude which is
most frequently found in an individual or
group, or (2) is characteristic of or pre-
dominates in the individual or group;
therefore, a representative attitude. r.EL

attitude scale. A series of indices of atti-
tudes, each of which has been given a
quantitative value relative to that of each
other. The usual indices are propositions
which are ranked or rated in reference
to the degree of antagonism or protag-
onism expressed toward some object of
thought. The indices may be selected so
that the interval between each two con-
secutive ones appears equal to that be-
tween each other two consecutive ones.
M.S.

attitudinal. Of or relating to a mental set
or disposition which is known as an atti-
tude. ».Pt.

Auburn System. The system of imprison-
ment originating in the New York prison
at Auburn in 1821 and fully developed in
1823, in which the prisoners were kept in
separate cells at night and worked in as-
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sociation in the shops during the day, but
were kept from communicating with each
other at all times by the “rule of silence”
enforced by severe disciplinary measures.

J.LG.

audimeter. Instrument attached to radios
in private homes to detect every time the
set is turned on and off and to indicate
the station to which the radio is tuned.
Used as a measure of radio listening
habits of population. M.Pt.

audition. A trial or test of fitness for some
dramatic, musical, or other artistic ac-
tivity. Although originally practically
synonymous with ‘“hearing,” the term is
used in connection with dancing.

augury. Divination (q.v.) by omens or
auspices, e.g., by observing the flight of
birds. G.P.M.

authoritative. Having authority (q.v.).

authority. Power, rule, or command in a
social or political group, e.g., in a house-
hold, where it is said to be “patripotestal”
(q.v.) if wielded by the father or paternal
grandfather, “matripotestal” (q.v.) if
wielded by the mother or maternal grand-
mother, ‘“avuncular” if wielded by the
maternal uncle. Cf. avunculate; succession.

G.P.M.

authority, charismatic. Cf. charismatic au-
thority.

authority, individual. Cf. individual au-
thority.

aathority, social. Cf. social authority.

autistic thinking. An egoistic type of
thought with a minimum of relationship
to external stimulation. The term, which
is of Freudian origin, includes daydream-
ing and the relatively undirected thought
of small children and insane persons.
s.C.M,

autocracy. Rule by arbitrary authority,
usually in the hands of one man or a small
group or party, thus including various
forms of arbitrary rule such as despotism,
oligarchy and dictatorship; the opposite
of democracy. R.N.B.



autoerotism

avunculocal

autoerotism. Self-induced sexual satisfac-
tion. Frequently used as a synonym for
masturbation but rightly a more inclusive
term. E.R.G.

autointoxication. State of an individual
suffering from absorption of uneliminated
endogogenous toxin in the intestinal tract.
The presence of the toxin is caused by
intestinal stasis (constipation). J.M.R.

automatic selection. Cf. selection, auto-
matie.

autonomic. Referring to that part of the
human organism which is concerned with
carrying on the vital processes. It includes
the viscera with their involuntary muscles
and nervous system (the physiological
basis of the emotions) as distinct from
the higher brain centers and striped
muscles having to do with reasoning and
movement. The latter is sometimes called
the projicent system as contrasted with
the former or autonomic system. F.D.W.

autonomous. Characteristic of a political
organ, a social institution, or a social
group which possesses the right and
power to determine its own course of
action. G.M.F.

autonomy. A state or condition in which
gelf-direction is enjoyed; this self-direc-
tion being the property of the group or a
people within a geographical area, or even
of a scattered group. N.A.

average. A device for representing as ac-
curately as possible in a single symbolic
unit the occurrence and distribution of a
trait or character in a series of units. Cf.
mean; median; mode.

average, moving. A method of smoothing
to show the trend in a series of numerical
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items. It consists in replacing the items
by a succession of averages each of
which is based upon a set number of ad-
jacent items which overlap those con-
tributing to the net average. M.Pt.

aversion, individual. Cf, individual aver-
sion.

aversion, social. Cf. social aversion.

avocation. A leisure activity that is fol-
lowed regularly and seriously, and that
has recreational and other useful values.
An interest pursued -consistently with
specific time devoted to it. It is unlike a
vocation or regular employment in that
the main drive is the interest in the ac-
tivity; not engaged in chiefly for financial
gain, nor pursued for any reward beyond
itself. Cf. hobby. M.H.N.

avoidance. Evasion or warding off of ill
by practical, magical, and religious
methods. JGL.

avoidance relationship. A special relation-
ship between particular relatives, e.g., be-
tween a man and his mother-in-law,
according to which each avoids physical
contact or familiarity with the other. Cf.
joking relationship. G.P.M.

avunculate. A special relationship between
maternal uncle and sister’s son, particu-
larly where the former exercises author-
ity (q.v.) over his nephew and where the
latter inherits from or succeeds him.
G.P.M.

avunculocal. Pertaining to customary or
preferential residence, on the part of a
married couple, at the home of the hus-
band’s maternal uncle, Cf. matrilocal;
patrilocal. G.P.M.



B

bad nigger. A Negro who violates the
community’s concept of the “Negro’s
place.” He characteristically treats the
penalty for such violations with contempt.
This is an America-wide concept varying
in content. WXRC.

bail. Stated consideration imposed by the
court permitting accused to remain in the
community while awaiting trial. Security
required to guarantee appearance for trial
at a later date. J.P.S.

balance, social. Cf. social balance.

balanced population. Cf. population, bal-
anced.

ballistics (forensic). The use of guns,
shells, bullets, powder marks, etc. as &
means of criminal identification. It has
been found that no two guns even of the
same make have identical rifling, nor does
the firing pin on any two guns make iden-
tical marks on the shell. Consequently by
means of the microscope-camera it is pos-
sible to compare the markings on bullet
and shell found in connection with a crime
with those made by a gun found on the
person of the accused or found under con-
ditions that make it probable that he had
it in his possession. Forensic ballistics is
only a special subdivision of general bal-
listics which has to do with guns of all
kinds. JLG.

band. A local group or community of asso-
ciated families who reside together and
otherwise maintain face-to-face relations,
especially under nomadic or semi-nomadic
conditions. G.P.M,

banditry. Consistent and organized rob-
bery and other forms of theft with vio-
lence; especially, such behavior when

committed by persons who reside in moun-
tainous or other sparsely settled regions.
E.H.S.

banishment. An alternative to capital pun-
ishment practiced both by tribally organ-
ized and civil societies. The culprit was
ordered to leave the society on pain of
death. Among the tribal societies those
banished were known as “kin-wrecked”
men. [t was practiced in ancient Greece
and Rome, in England, Turkey and Russia.

JLG.

bare rent. Cf. rent.

bargaining, collective. Cf. collective bar-
gaining.

barrelhouse. A saloon of the pre-prohibi-
tion period, ususally one where liquor was
sold in ample quantities at low price and
where service was rough and ready. Per-
haps free lunch was served. N.A.

barrow. An earth-covered dolmen (q.v.).
Syn. tumulus. EAH.

barter. A form of exchange or trade in
which goods are exchanged directly for
other goods without the use of a recog-
nized medium of exchange. Cf. dumb
barter. G.P.M.

barter, dumb. Cf. dumb barter.

base map. A type of map used in socio-
logical research which portrays certain
ecologically significant facts of the geo-
graphical and cultural environments such
as rivers, lakes, ravines, prominent hills
and other topographical features, rail-
roads, canals, boulevards, industrial areas,
commercial sections, vacant property,
heavily travelled thoroughfares, parks,



bastard

behavior, native

schools, and cemeteries. Maps of this kind
provide an important background or
framework for superimposing primary
and other data, thus facilitating the loca-
tion of specific problems, the verification
of hypotheses, the analysis of data, and
the discovery of hidden facts and relation-
ships. C.F.8.

bastard. A person borm out of wedlock;
an illegitimate person; a person who
under the English common law, and ex-
cept where otherwise provided by law,
has no claim to succeed to property of his
parents or to the name of either. rwa

bastardy. The state of being a bastard;
llegitimacy; the legal offense of beget-
ting a bastard child. F.W.K,

battery. The unlawful use of force by one
person upon another; beating, wounding,
including every touching however trifling
of another’s person or clothes, in an angry,
insolent or hostile manner; legally, the
offense may be a civil wrong, a tort, or
a criminal offense. Cf. assault. P.W.K,

Baumes laws. The restrictive penal legis-
lation sponsored by a committee of the
New York State Senate of which Senator
Caleb H. Baumes was chairman. These
laws, enacted in 1926, provided an increase
in penalty with each successive offense
and an automatic life sentence for the
fourth offense whether known at the time
of conviction or discovered after sentence.
The term “Baumes laws” has been widely
applied to similar habitual offender laws
subsequently enacted in other states.
MAR

beauty. That quality which brings intense
appreciation of values or inspiring ideals.
Beauty is composed of harmonies and
contrasts of line, color, form, tone and
words; suggesting or presenting nature's
appeals, human conditions, achievements,
anticipations or dreams. These, as beau-
tiful, are enjoyed, not merely technically
as means, but finally as ends, for their
intrinsic worth, immediately and without
question. Beauty is the central theme or
consideration in the social function of the
fine arts. C.J.B.

beggar. One who habitually solicits money

21

or other goods from those not socially
responsible for his maintenance, without
offering anything of equivalent value in
return.

behavior. The manner of acting in a given
situation. J.P.E.

behavior, acquired. Behavior resulting
from factors modified through previous
action of the organism or through the in-
fluence of the environment. M.8.

behavior, collective. The behavior of a
group when it is of such a nature as to
give the appearance of arising from unity
of attitude, feeling, and motivation. The
type of behavior consistent with the an-
alogical concept of the group as an
organism,

behavior, covert. Behavior not observable
to another through any process of sensa-
tion; behavior known to another only by
inference from other behavior. M.8.

behavior, criminal. Cf. eriminal behavior,

behavior, customary. Conduct in conform-
ity to traditional patterns; modes of action
in harmony with long-standing and ac-
cepted standards; habitual observance of
the folkways and mores. N.L.S.

behavior, familial. The interactions of
members of a family as expressed in con-
duct. ) ER.G.

behavior, family. The activities of an indi-
vidual family, or the interactions within
a family of its various members. ERG.

behavior, group. Cf. group behavior.

behavior, human. The acquired manner in
which a human being acts in a given situ-
ation as a result of his previous human
association. Contrasted with any innate
activity which is common to other forms
of animal life. J.P.E.

behavior,
havior.

individual. Cf. individual be-

behavior, native. Behavior resulting from
factors that were present in the organism
from its beginning. M.S.



behavior, organismic

behavior, sympathetic

behavior, organismic. Behavior carried out
by the organism as a whole. M.S,

behavior, overt. Behavior that can be de-
tected by another through sensation. M.s.

behavior, pluralistic. (1) Observable simi-
larities of conduct generally occurring
amongst individuals in the same locality.
(2) Conduct performed in the name of the
group. B.M.

behavior, reciprocal. Behavior in which
each of a plural number of participants
reciprocates the behavior of each of the
others. Cf. action, reciprocal. M.S.

behavior, sympathetic. A vaguely inclu-
sive term with wide range of denotation
and connotation. At least six distinguish-
able sets of phenomena, many of these
classifiable into sub-varieties, can be iso-
lated. Adam Smith, for example, dealt at
great length with a kind of “sympathy”
in which the spectator, in order to relieve
his own discomfort, induced by a sort
of emotional contagion, gave relief to the
sufferer. Other writers, among the most
prominent of whom was Max Scheler,
treated this transference phenomenon as
what we may here term mere (1) trans-
pathy. Obviously this is strikingly dif-
ferent from the emotional solidarity ex-
perienced by persons who together mourn,
let us say, the loss of the same love-
object. They experience in solidarity not
only the same value-complex but also the
same emotional susceptibility in relation
thereto; consequently we here term their
emotion (2) compathy. Quite different
from this again is the emotional partici-
pation which appears when A experiences
the sorrow of B as belonging to B. Upon
the understood content of this sorrow the
pity of A is directed; ie., A’s pity and
B’s sorrow are, phenomenologically speak-
ing, two different facts rather than one
fact as in the case of compathy. Following
this lead, as well as the idiomatic hints
contained in phrases such as “rejoice with
them that rejoice,” “feel for them in their
sorrow,” we here term this emotional
participation (3) propathy. There are, of
course, other kinds of emotion in which
self and other are separately experienced;
among them is the kind of emotional rela-
tion with a character which may be felt
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by the actor depicting that character, or
by a novelist with his subject, or by the
biographer with the person, living or dead,
whose life he is writing. This emotional
reduplication is sometimes designated
“feeling one’s way into the role,” “living
oneself into the hero’s experience,” and so
on. Because of the importance of such
emotional capacities in the art of the
actor, in the mimetic art, we here place
them under the head of (4) mimpathy,
even though they function in many
spheres of ‘“real life” rather than only on
the stage. Still another variety of sym-
pathetic behavior is to be found in what
is perhaps best designated as emotional
introjection or (6) empathy. Originally
developed in conjunction with esthetic
theory, it was there used to explain why,
for example, the observer might take
pleasure in a sinuously curving line; the
graceful movements introjected and kin-
esthetically apprehended at the sight of
the line give rise to pleasurable sensation
and emotion. The current use of empathy
in the United States, however, takes it far
beyond this esthetic context; social work-
ers, for example, are often told that they
‘‘should empathize with the client, but
need not always “sympathize with him.”
In terms of the present set of definitions,
the social worker is being told that mim-
pathy is necessary for case study, but that
propathy, compathy, transpathy, or uni-
pathy should be regarded as superfluous
in the social worker’s professional role.
Mention of (6) unipathy or emotional
identification in the foregoing comment
should not lead to its being confused with
other varieties of sympathetic behavior,
for it is quite distinct. To be sure, it may
be regarded as closely akin to transpathy,
in particular, especially when emotional
contagion occurs in a highly suggestible
personality. Hypnotic rapport may be the
result. Nevertheless, it differs from trans-
pathy in that it is usually bound up in-
tegrally with verbalizations or other sym-
bolic manifestations. Moslem and Chris-
tian mysticism, for example, are of uni-
pathetic character. There are several other
types, of course: many euphoric and
ecstatic states are based on unipathy; it
is clearly evident in the mental-social de-
velopment of the child; the love-suffused
sex act, with its phenomenon of “mutual
emotional fusion” is unipathetic.
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Any definition of sympathetic behavior
which does not take account of at least
the six main varieties noted is patently
inadequate. H.B.

behavior clinic. Psychiatric and/or psycho-
logical clinic dealing with child and adult
behavior problems. The clinics, for the
most part, render diagnostic service and
receive their intake from courts, achools,
gocial agencies, and state institutions,
Some tlinics, however, undertake treat-
ment of cases as well as diagnosis. In
many instances, behavior clinics are con-
nected with hospitals and state institu-
tions which give out-patient service. Sepa-
rately housed child guidance clinics have
been established in American cities since
1920 and these have operated primarily as
social agencies, drawing their support
from private funds. Some states have pro-
vided mobile behavior clinics to be acces-
gible for referrals of children’s cases from
smaller towns. Behavior clinics, whether
for children or adults or both, are an im-
portant cog in the mental hygiene move-
ment, W.C.R.

behavior pattern. Cf. pattern, behavior.

behavior patterning. A socio-psychological
process in which behavior is definitely
shaped by the models to which the person
responds. In its mimplest form, behavior
patterning is the acquisition of easy
modes of behavior—say a gesture or a
new slang expression. In ita complicated
aspects, it involves the progressive ac-
quisition of special skills, attitudes, and
philosophies of life, such as characterize
a circus clown, a professional wrestler, a
nurse, a professional soldier, a gangster,
a case worker. It i{s presumed that be-
havior patterning takes place in associa-
tion. It is something more than learning,
fmitation, and suggestion, although it in-
volves all of these to some extent, At the
complicated level, it is 8 processing of
personality by experience and association,
affecting habits, aititudes, and values. At
this level, it produces social types. w.Ck.

behavior problem. Any conduct which is
sufficiently abnormal to merit help from
a social organization, a psychiatrist, a
peychologist, etc. W.P.

behavior process. Cf. process, behavior,

behaviorism. A school of psychology hold-
ing that scientific psychology studies only
behavior. Consciousness, objects of con-
sciousness, and conscious processes are
considered as not subject to scientific in-
vestigation, or are interpreted as covert
language activity. The introspective
method is discarded or given only minor
attention. Behaviorism is not necessarily
identified with the philosophy of mech-
anism; nor is it correctly confined to the
study of partial or isolated actions, such
as conditioned reflexes or habits. M.S.

behavioristic. (1) Referring to any view
of psychology as predominantly interested
in behavior.

(2) A term sometimes applied by psy-
chologists to the tendency to define psy-
chology as the study of active relations
between organisms and their environ-
ments. Such a psychology is 8 modified
form of behaviorism. .S,

being (sein). Generally, the totality of
everything which exists; specifically all
processes of which this totality consists;
more particularly the definite form in
which such processes persist. (Non-being,
nicht sein). J.H.B.

being, human. Man in his pure general
quality; the definite form of crystalliza-
tion of life processes into an organism en-
dowed with spiritual attitudes, the lack
of which characterizes sub-human beings.
By way of a value system which even-
tually becomes independent, man creates
a super-human being. J.H.B.

Man viewed as an iso-
J.H.B.

being, non-social.
lated phenomenon.

being, social. Cf. social being.

belief. (1) The acceptance of any given
proposition as true. Such acceptance is
essentially intellectual, although it may
be strongly colored by emotion. In any
case, it establishes a mental condition in
the -individual which may serve as the
basis for voluntary action. The reslity of
belief ia not dependent upon the intrinsic,
objective truth of the particular proposi-
tion. There mre false beliefs and true
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beliefs. A particular belief may be based
on sound factual evidence or upon pre-
judice, intuition, or misleading appear-
ances. There can, accordingly, be scientific
belief, superstitious belief, whimsical be-
lief. The nature of its derivation does not
affect the potency of belief itself. People
will act just as energetically, determinedly,
fanatically upon the basis of false beliefs
as of true beliefs. Intelligent action must
always be based upon belief, but intelli-
gence itself can be utilized to test beliefs
and check the validity of their foundations.

(2) The acceptance as true of a propo-
sition which has not been, or cannot be,
proved by the scientific method.

bench parole. A term sometimes used to
cover what is properly termed probation.
Cf. probation. J.LG.

benefit of clergy. Medieval privilege per-
mitting members of religious bodies (and,
later, persons of rank and all who could
read or had clerical tonsure) to be tried in
ecclesiastical courts before ecclesiastical
judges rather than by the secular au-
thorities for violations of the law. j.ps.

benevolence. Literally “willing or wishing
well” to others. Act of kindness or gift
of money or goods. Formerly considered a
natural human quality leading to altruistic
behavior. In early American theology, the
supreme virtue from which all morality
flows. In special sense, gifts extorted by
various English kings from their subjects.
Cf. charity. WP,

berdache. A person who adopts the dress
and lives the life of a member of the
opposite sex. G.P.M,

berserk. A wild, furious fighter. One given
to furious fighting. Cf. amok. E.A.H.

Bertillon method of identification. A sys-
tem of determining whether an individual
under investigation is the same individual
as one whose anthropometric measure-
ments are on record. It was invented by
Alphonse Bertillon and applied to the
{dentification of criminals when he was
made head of the Paris police department
in 1888. It consisted of a series of meas-
urements of certain parts of the body, of
standardizing the photograph, of noting

peculiar markings, and of so classifying
the data as to make easy the location of
thousands of records. His method is based
on the observation that physical maturity
fixes the skeletal dimensions for life.

It has been widely superseded by the
fingerprint method, because Bertillon’s
method is not adapted to immature per-
sons, is often unreliable for adult women,
marks can be altered, and facial expres-
sion in the photograph changes often with
age. JLG.

betrothal. A mutual promise or contract
made by a man and woman to marry at
some future time. The power to arrange
betrothals remained in the hands of par-
ents from ancient to modern times. In
large parts of Japan, China, and India
betrothal and marriage are still arranged
by parents. W.G.

beweddung. During the early Middle Ages
beweddung was the first step in contract-
ing marriage among all Teutonic peoples.
At first beweddung was a contract be-
tween the father and the suitor to give
the girl to the man on payment of certain
valuables, such as cattle, arms or money.
In early times, no doubt, the goods were
paid and the girl handed over at one and
the same time. But as the centuries passed
the interval between beweddung and gifta,
or handing over the girl, lengthened under
Roman influence. The crude contract or
wed between the father and the suitor
was changed to a contract between the
girl and the man; and the payment of
goods to the father was transformed into
a contract to provide for the widow in
case of her husband’s death. W.G.

bias. A conditioned tendency to favor and
support a certain point of view or con-
clusion despite the absence of adequate or
even any evidence; a disposition to reject
evidence that conflicts with a preconceived
conviction. It is frequently used as a
synonym for prejudice. FEL.

biased. Erring in one direction; statistical
values which tend to be consistently on
one side of the true value. A prejudiced
attitude or procedure. M.Pt.

biased sample. Cf. sample, biased.
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bifurcation. The distinguishing, in kinship
terminology, of relatives through males
from like relatives through females, e.g.,
between a paternal and a maternal uncle.

G.P.M,

big brother plan. A plan for reducing
juvenile delinquency by securing the co-
operation of recognized community lead-
ers to act as “big brothers” to boys who
appear before the juvenile court. The plan
aims to organize the economic and social
resources of the community to assist boys
who need a helping hand and a little
practical guidance in growing into self-
respecting manhood. The service is en-
tirely voluntary on the part of the men
of the community, but the success of the
plan is almost impossible to determine
since adequate records of their work are
seldom maintained. Jw.M'C,

bilateral. Reckoning descent (q.v.) or in-
heritance (q.v.) equally in both the male
and the female lines, or indifferently in
either. Cf. unilinear. G.P.M.

bill of rights. Cf. rights, bill of.
biological heredity. Cf. heredity, biological.

biological mutation. Cf. mutation, bio-
logical.

biological sociology. Cf. sociology, bio-
logical.

biology, eriminal. Cf. criminal biology.

bird of passage. A temporary immigrant,
who oscillates between his own land and
some other country, ordinarily following
the economic fluctuations in the country
of destination (q.v.).

bix"t.h. In demographic studies and reports,
an infant born. Births are of two cate-
gories, live, or showing signs of life after
being born, and still, or dead when de-
livery is completed. F.H.H.

birth, premature. Detachment or expul-
sion of the fetus after independent via-
bility (e.g., after 26-28 weeks) but before
completion of normal gestation. N.E.H.

birth control. Behavior designed to pre-
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vent conception as a result of coitus, or of
a social relationship within which coitus
is normal and sanctioned, specifically mar-
riage. The term includes contraception
(q.v.), and also marital abstinence or con-
tinence (q.v.). It does not include celibacy
(q.v.) or deferred marriage, the preven-
tive checks which were approved by Mal-
thus, and against which the precursor of
the Birth Control movement, Neo-Malthu-
sianism, was a direct reaction, if not re-
volt.

The term Birth Control is theoretically
inappropriate, and practically unfortunate
—inappropriate because it lays emphasis
upon birth instead of fertilization, and
unfortunate because it opens the way to
the ignorant or deliberately false assump-
tion that it includes abortion (q.v.), to
which it is diametrically opposed in spirit
and practice. However, the term is estab-
lished in customary usage, and there is
no present likelihood that it will be dis-
carded.

birth rate. Cf. rate, birth.
birth rites. Cf. rites, birth.

Black Death, the. A violent epidemic of
bubonic plague, probably concurrent with
pneumonic plague, appearing in southeast
Europe in 1346 and reaching England in
1348. Especially fatal among the lower
classes, it is variously estimated to have
killed thirty to fifty per cent of the Eng-
lish population, the percentages varying
from none to seventy-five in different
areas. Some authorities claim that it has-
tened the decline of villeinage, greatly dis-
turbed the balance of wages and prices
and led to the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381,
but all these claims are disputed by
others. It seems clearly to have led to the
Statutes of Labourers, 1350. F.H.H.

blight. Dc*erioration resulting from a de-
cline in the use value of real estate. Cf.
blighted area. S.S.

blighted area. Cf. area, blighted.

block. An urban area bounded on all sides
by public streets or by streets and a river,
park, railroad right of way or similar
barrier. The customary unit in real prop-
erty surveys. S.8.
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block sampling. Cf. sampling, block.

blood groups. The four types of human
blood determined by the presence or ab-
sence of iwo chemical elements, called A
and B: (1) Group I or O, which contains
neither A nor B, which coagulates or
agglutinates the cells of blood of the other
three groups when mixed therewith, bul
which is not itself agglutinated by an ad-
mixture of other types of blood, and
whose owners are consequently known as
“universal recipients” in blood trans-
fusion; (2) Group II or A, which contains
A but not B, agglutinates groups III and
IV, and is agglutinated by groups I and
III; (3) Group III or B, which contains B
but not A, agglutinates groups II and IV,
and is agglutinated by groups I and II;
(4) Group IV or AB, which contains both
A and B, which, although agglutinated by
all the other groups, itself agglutinates
none of them, and whose owners are con-
sequently known as “universal donors” in
blood transfusion.

With respect to these four types, the
various races and biological stocks of
the human species differ in the distinctive
percentages according to which the types
are represented. There is no difference in
the blood composition of individuals of
each particular type, whatever their racial
affiliation. That is, while Nordics and
Negroes differ in the percentages of the
various blood types each group possesses,
8 Nordic individual with type A and s
Negro with type A are not differentiated
in the chemistry of their blood.

blood money. A payment in composition
of blood vengeance (q.v.). Cf. composition;
wergild. G.P.M.

blood revenge. Blood vengeance (q.v.).
blood sacrifice. Cf. sacrifice, blood.

blood vengeance. The obligatory act or
practice of avenging the slaying of a
relative by killing the culpable party or
one of his kinsmen. Cf. composition.
G.P.M.

boarder. One who secures his meals at a
specified place, in return for payment,
ordinarily on a basis at least as perma-
nent as weekly or monthly. In common
usage, the term frequently includes also
the relationship of roomer (q.v.).

boarding boss. An individual who com-
bines the economic processes of supplying
groups of workers to employers and pro-
viding the meals, and usually also living
quarters, to the workers. This is a social
pattern which developed in the United
States particularly in connection with un-
gkilled immigrant groups, unfamiliar with
the English language or American cus-
toms, without normal social contacts, and
in need of an intermediary between them-
selves and the problems of self-main-
tenance in the United States.

Bolshevik. The etymological origin bol-
shinstvo (meaning majority) refers to the
vote taken at the Second Congress of the
Russian Social Democratic Party held in
Brussels and London, 1903, when the
radical wing won a majority. The Bol-
sheviks under the leadership of Lenin
favored revolutionary policies, discontinu-
ation of cooperation with bourgeois par-
ties, and the creation of a centralized
party organization with exclusive accept-
ance for membership of professional revo-
lutionaries. This political body may be
regarded as a first appearance of the
modern totalitarian party.

The doctrine of Bolshevism before the
victorious seizure of power in November,
1917, represented an extension of the
Marxian interpretation of capitalism, its
basic discrepancies, and its inevitable
breakdown adjusting this theory to the
patterns of the capitalism of the monopoly
state. Imperialism—the monopolistic peri-
od of capitalism and its necessary out-
come, the fight over colonial markets in
imperialistic wars—was regarded as a
precondition for a successful proletarian
revolution in the defeated nation which,
contrary to Marx, would not have to be
the most highly industrialized country.
The final seizure and retention of power
by the Bolsheviks is partly a result of the
masterful strategy of Lenin, his success-
ful combination of three revolutions (the
liquidation of the war, the peasants’ fight
against the big landowners, Bolshevist
control of industrial production), and his
realistic evaluation of the predominant
forces (i.e. his NEP policy).

Victorious Bolshevism before and after
the death of Lenin has undergone a revo-
lutionary process passing through differ-
ent and often divergent stages. Even
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after a quarter of a century Soviet Russia
is still far from any definite structure
and form. National characteristics, his-
torical circumstances, and strategy of
leadership have created in Bolshevism a
specifically Russian phenomenon which
cannot simply be identified with or trans-
planted into the Communist movements
of other countries. For one thing, the
early upheavals, social revolutions and
the attempt at westernization in Russia
were so strikingly blended and inextri-
cably mixed that their attack seemed to
become only a two-fold advance of one
and the same movement (Lenin—the Peter
the Great of the twentieth century). The
industrialization of agrarian Russia, the
emancipation of women and the family,
the advancements in health and education
are as much a genuine part of the revolu-
tion as are the destruction of the old
ruling class, the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and the socialization of rural
Russia.

The historical struggle between Trotsky
and Stalin and the final victory of the
latter have further led to far-flung
changes in policy. “Socialism in a single
country” seems to have won the upper
hand though the idea of a possible “world
revolution” was nurtured and directed by
the Third International.

Finally, the international situation,
especially the threatening rise of National
Socialism and its expected and final as-
sault in the Soviet fatherland, has shaped
the structure of Bolshevism. It may be
safely stated that Bolshevism in addition
to its urdoubtedly revolutionary character
has taken on many elements of genuine
Russian nationalism. Cf. Menshevik. sN.

Bolshevo. The modern Soviet Commune
for the special training of young offend-
ers, located not far from Moscow. The
institution provides normal community
life and excellent academic and vocational
instruction. Only selected persons are ad-
mitted. These are 16 to 24 at time of
admission now although originally the
institution was for 13 to 17 year olds,
chiefly for the so-called “Wild Children”
following the Revolution. Persons ad-
mitted must show evidence of ability to
profit from the training. Life partakes of
a village nature with industries, school
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and sports. Married offenders bring their
families and are given apartments. Un-
married persons live in dormitory fashion.

M.AE.

bond, mutual. Cf. mutual bond.

bootlegging. The production of, or trading
in, commodities in a manner prohibited by
law; especially, such production of, or
trading in, alcoholic drinks. E.H.S,

born criminal. Cf. criminal, born.

Borstals. The English institutions which
are organized for the treatment and treas-
uring of youthful offenders. Eleven in
number, these institutions provide special
care for the varying types of offenders,
Four of the Borstals are walled, four are
open, one is for boys who have broken
parole (designated as “revokees”) and
one for the especially difficult problem
cases. M.A.E.

bourgeois. A member of the bourgeoisie
(q.v.) As an adjective it describes the
traits and attitudes of the bourgeoisie.
Through its control of education, the
press, the church, and government, this
class extends its influence over much of
the proletariat. Typical are the white col-
lar workers who, though essentially wage
earners, emulate the manner of life and
ideology of the bourgeoisie. This is espe-
cially true of the labor movement in the
United States. Though it nominally repre-
sents the proletariat and is often engaged
in controversies with the capitalists, it has
sought in the main for a larger share in
the partition of wealth currently pro-
duced. It has not attempted to overthrow
the present system of production for
profit in behalf of a system of production
for use. From the borderline groups there
is movement toward both of the two main
classes. The bourgeois ideology charac-
terizes not only the dominant bourgeoisie
and the borderline groups, but extends
far down into the proletariat. M.Pm.

bourgeoisie. During the French Revolution
this term acquired political and social sig-
nificance as the name of the middle class
between the nobility and the workin