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How Indian higher
education institutions can  (my: .
attract foreign students

R.W. Alexander tutes of higher educa-

Jesudasan

or several de-

cades, merito-

rious Indian

students have
migrated to pursue high-
er education Overseas.
The reverse — foreign
students coming to India
for education purposes
— has largely been of
short duration and to
complete specific tasks.
In its 2022 notification,
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) en-
“couraged the establish-
ment of foreign universi-
ties in India and
increased the number of
seats in various under-
graduate and postgrad-
uate programmes by
25%. The latter aims to
enhance enrollment of
foreign students in insti-
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tion in India. Further,
the UGC has also asked
institutions to adopt a
smooth and simple ad-
mission process for in-
ternational students
based on the equiva-
lence of entry qualifica-
tions. In this situation, it
is worth considering
what can help attract fo-
reign students to Indian

varsities.

Strategies

The first involves streng-
thening our traditional
arts and cultural studies
with appropriate intern-
ships. Indian institutions
should capitalise on the
country’s history, cul-
ture and traditions by of-
fering programmes and
educational trips and ex-
posure to the country’s
diversity.
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Another is the provi-
sion to appoint chair or
research professors or
professors of practice,
especially with regard to
indigenous  technolo-
gies. Foreign students
can be offered intern-
ships in areas connected
to local knowledge sys-
tems and the develop-
ment of new products
with the help of such
specialists.

Thirdly, institutions
need to upgrade the
standard of hostels, as
these vary depending on
the institution. Attention
must also be given to the
creation of outdoor and
indoor sports and re-
creation areas.

Fostering cultural ex-

change programmes is
another way to attract
foreign students to In-
dia. Apart from present-

ing various aspects of In-
dian regional cultures,
institutions can also en-
courage foreign students
to share details of the
food, games, festivals

from their owWn
countries.

.Finally, the most im-
portant part is scaling up
the standard of higher
education in our institu-
tions, especially the
course content and prac-
tical aspects of educa-
tion. This will not only
ensure that foreign stu-
dents come to India but
also encourage our stu-
dents to stay back for
higher education, Te-
search, and employ-

ment.

The writer is former Principal
and Secretary, Madras Christian
College, Chennai, and former Pro
vice-Chancellor, HITS, Chennai.
Email alexjesuGZ@gmail.com
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