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ndia’s higher educa-
tion sector has
grown remarkably,
boasting 1,168 regis-
tered universities and
45,473 colleges serving mil-
lions of students. Despite
this expansive network,
the government’s move to
allow foreign universities
to establish campuses in
India raises some con-
Cerns.

Studying abroad

Each year, eight to 10 lakh
Indian students choose to
pursue higher education
abroad, even as over 4.33
crore students enroll in in-
stitutions within India. Ho-
wever, the decision to stu-
dy overseas isn’t driven by
academic quality alone.
Many of those who can af-
ford the high costs often
see international educa-
tion as a worthwhile invest-
ment. What they’re really
seeking is not just a degree

but the experience of living
in a new culture, building

global networks, and gain-
ing professional exposure,
which cannot be replicated

by foreign campuses locat-

ed within India.

Career prospects also
play a significant role. Ma-
ny students believe they
stand a better chance of se-
curing high-paying jobs in
developed economies after
graduation. In fact, educa-
tion often becomes a step-
ping stone toward long-
term goals like permanent
residency in or citizenship
of countries such as the
U.S., UK., Canada, or Aus-
tralia, which attract stu-
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dents with their stronger
economies, higher salar-
ies, and robust career op-
portunities. While foreign
universities operating in
India may offer excellent
academic  programmes,
they could fall short of deli-
vering these broader, more
aspirational benefits.

Challenges
The idea of global institu-
tions setting up campuses
in India may sound pro-
gressive or even visionary,
but it comes with several
serious concerns that de-
serve closer examination.
A pressing issue is the
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potential financial drain
without corresponding be-
nefits to the local educa-
tion ecosystem. Foreign
universities will likely repa-
triate profits to their home
countries instead of rein-
vesting in India. In con-
trast, domestic institutions
typically use their earnings
for faculty development,
fund research, and up-
grade infrastructure. This
means foreign campuses
could create a steady out-
flow of resources that be-
nefits their countries of ori-
gin more than India’s
education sector.

Another major concern
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er of foreign universities
might attract the best stu-
dents and faculty, leaving
local institutions to strug-
gle for relevance and
resources.

Cost is another major
factor. Global universities
tend to operate on a high-
cost model, charging tui-
tion fees far above what
most Indian institutions
ask for. If they follow a si-
milar pricing strategy here,
access will likely be limited
to affluent students, creat-
ing an elitist and exclusion-

education  system.
Such a model goes against
the broader national goal
of inclusive and equitable
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can offer globally competi-

tive education without de-
pending on i
et foreign

Anpther Promising stra-

tegy involves encouraging
global collaborations with-
in Indian campuses. Joint
research projects, faculty
exchange Programmes,
and integrated curricula
can bring international
standards and perspec-
tives into Indian class-
rooms without leading to
large-scale financial out-
flows. Technology also off-
ers an effective and affor-
dable pathway to global
exposure. Virtual ex-
change programmes, inter-
national webinars, and glo-
bal faculty lectures could
offer students exposure to
world-class education at
lower costs, making inter-
national learning more ac-
cessible.

Finally, if the objective is
to facilitate global educa-
tion, increasing scholar-
ships for Indian students
seeking international op-
portunities would be a
more effective and target-
ed approach.

The focus should be on
strengthening Indian insti-
tutions, fostering interna-
tional collaborations, and
expanding global exposure
more effectively. For now,
this policy seems like a
miscalculated opportunity
rather than a strategic ad-
vancement for India’s high-
er education ecosystem.

(Views  expressed are
personal)

P. John J. Kennedy is former
Professor and Dean, Christ
University, Bengaluru.

S.P. Mishra is Founder, India Career
Centre, Hyderabad,

a . A



