ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

With great humility, the researcher owes and place this thesis at the
feet of Almighty God for granting her the wisdom, health and strength to
undertake this research task and enabling her to its completion.

The researcher wishes to thank the Managing Trustee
Dr.T.S.K.Meenakshi Sundharam for having provided the necessary

environment for pursuing Ph.D programme.

The researcher places her sincere gratitude to the Chancellor
Padmasree Dr.P.R.Krishnakumar, for his gracious presence in the
University bestowing positive energy and a congenial environment in the

University.

The researcher extends her gratitude to the Vice Chancellor
Dr.(Mrs).Premavathy Vijayan, and predecessors Dr.Sheela Ramachandran
and Dr.Saroja Prabhakaran for having given her the opportunity to pursue
the Ph.D programme by providing institutional support to her during the

course of study.

The researcher is also grateful to the Registrar Dr.(Mrs).S.Kowsalya,
M.Sc., B.Ed., M.Phil., Ph.D and her predecessor Dr.Gowri Ramakrishnan
and Registrar (i/c) Dr.(Mrs.)A.Venmathi, for having provided necessary

administrative support for the study.

The researcher also thanks the Controller of Examinations
Dr.(Mrs).K.Manimozhi, and her predecessor Dr.(Mrs.).G.P.Jeyanthi for

having granted necessary technical support during the study period.

The researcher places her sincere and heartfelt thanks to the Dean of
Humanities Dr.(Mrs).P.Ambiga Devi, who is her guide and mentor for her
constant supervision, ever patience and painstaking efforts all throughout the
course of study which had enabled the researcher to bring this thesis in the

desired form.



The researcher places her thanks to the HOD of Economics
Dr.(Mrs).K.T.Geetha, for all support and encouragement during the course of

the study.

The researcher extends her gratitude to the faculty of Economics for

their valuable suggestions during the course of study.

The researcher would like to place her sincere thanks to the librarians
of Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for
Women, Pondicherry University, and PSG College of Arts and Science. She
also records her thanks to Centre for Development Studies,

Thiruvanathapuram.

The researcher would like to place on record her sincere gratitude to
Dr.Nadesan,Head of the department of Economics and all the faculty
members of the department, Bharathidasan Govt.College for Women,
Puducherry for having given the motivation, encouragement and support

which has enabled her to complete this work.

The researcher sincerely thanks the women respondents of the current

study in providing the required data.

A note of thanks are also extended to the family members of the
researcher, her friends, colleagues and research scholars for their moral
support extended to her during the study till the completion of the work and
also a big thanks to the Nisha Graphics,Coimbatore for the neat computer

compilation work.



