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M S Swaminathan, a man of ideas and of action
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met Professor M S Swaminathan in 1962
:\;henhe gave al_ecm.re on the “changing con-
o e e
5 ic:1ger1§qand how it could be related

et endelian genetics. It was a

Tapproached him immedi ) BED
AT et afterand said, ‘1
PG admissi ent.” He told me to apply for a
Ineti ion at the Indian Agricultural
g uifute (IARI), New Delhi, and said admission

ould be based on my performance.

That year, I applied for PG admission and se
cured the top rank. Basedonmsrpe;formanwelwas
assigned to do my PhD under Professor Swamina-
than, He was happy to acceptme asa student.

He advised me to take several courses, some of
them in the physics department. 1 was nervous
about taking physics courses as I was weak in the
subject, I explained my apprehension to Professor
Swaminathan, who asked me to meet the head of
the department. The HOD advised me to study ba-
sic mathematics as well. I returned to Professor
Swaminathan, terribly upset. He looked at me
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smell garden he created for fhaan at the touch 5,

the visually iMpairey d
calmly; and said, “Physics and mathaye j,,.
A pranch of science. So, learn them yiant
every : e SRR b
Thollowed the advice he gave me N 1968, anqyy,
Sy ol me oS0 Y P oo o
ing the
S_ﬁe fo )ir%the 1990s, which was WheP, o ayyo e,
ics co‘&fgght of Professor SWamIn®y g the five
decaq. s stood me in 00 stea® " ion biology
g . . Ladiati0 EY.
: ?5 my active researc nr wides
gn é‘“ asa great scientist witha never limited
I?nlﬁn%t:ge and interest. He W5, 4
a0 ey i celf to be I otify com
tteachey, who would”

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre -

plex issues. Despite his heavy schedule he \'_u'ould
meet students at 11am every day and have discus-
sions over a cup of coffee.

One day, he dropped inwith a handwrittennote,
which mentioned ‘indirect effects of ionisationra-
diation’, and said, “Maybe you can work on it for
your PhD.” Iwent to thelibraryto look for a textbook
on the subject, but did not find any. I went back to
him and told him so. He drew my attention to an
article in a scientific journal which dealt with the
subject. This revealed how he was reading articles
on science subjects beyond agricultural genetics.
1n June 1967, [ was leaving for Canada. I went to

FIELD OF VISION: M S Swaminathan's interest in
science went beyond agriculture

his house in IARI to say goodbye and he invited me
to stay for dinner Attheendof themeal, he brought
out a mango, and offered itfone. “It's something
11 miss in Canada,” he said. Helaterdrovenmael

i i first internatio
e airport and as it was my Y .
gigiand glong the way explgmed various formali-

i d at the airport. &
t1esltgetgf£§;%plete ears later and joined

to India four ¥ 1
the School of Life Sc_iences at Jawahm_ltaldbll)eh&lté
University, New Delhi. In 1993, [ was invited by t
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Govermnen
;:, éndia, to join BARC and lead the biology group
me gg"t‘?l'- At theend of the tenure, DAE appointed
wamiy.pabha Fellow and instituted it atthe MS
Chapn othan Research Foundation (MSSRF),
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