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CHAPTER - 5 

C ON CL US ION 

Recent years have \\ itnessed  a large number of Indian English fiction writers who have 

stunned the literary \\ oi'ld \ ith their v%orks. The topics dealt with are contemporary and 

populist and the English is functional. comrnLinicative and Linpretentious. Novels have always 

served as a guide. a beacon in a conflicting, chaotic \\orld  and continue to do so. A careful 

stud\ of Indian English fiction v riters show that there are to kinds of v riters ho 

contribute to the genre of novels: The first group of writers include those who are global 

Indians. \\ riters. ho  are Indians by birth but have lied abroad. so  they see Indian problems 

and reality objectively. The second groups of writers are those born and brought up in India and 

areepose to the attitudek morale and values of the societ\ I lence their works focus on the 

arious social problems of India like unemplo\ ment. poverty, class discrimination, social 

dogmak rigid religious norms, inter caste marriages, plight of women etc. 

I atek the Indian novelists have shifled 110111 rural to metro India, which is the living 

soul of the country. In this sequence. the hooker prize winner Aravind Adiga's works The fI'hiIe 

Tiger. I3e/1L'e/7 the Assasshiaihnu and Lu.si lluii in Tower are the reflection of the black spots of 

the real India. The IPThe 77ger is the first debut published in 2008 and von the 400  Man Booker 

Prize in the same ear. Ad iga has carved his name in the galaxy of eminent Indian novelists 

riti ng in I ngl ish toda\ as a v riter of marvelous ski I Is. 

Ad ga s novels are an attempt to catch the voice of the India. According to Ad iga. the aim 

of Ii is o. orks is to capture the LmSpoken voice of the people from darkness and from the 

impo\ erished areas of rural India. The novel The U 7iiie 77ger provides a dark humorous 
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perspective Of India through a lair epi stolary form. Bal ram's seven part letter becomes a f'atal 

\eapon and a shocking instrument in Adiga's hands to explore the miserable social issues of 

India. 

The protagonist Balram exposes the rot in the three pillars of modern India. The secrets 

of success in a modern world have been summed up in the last section of the novel. Murder, 

manipulation. malpractices. opportunism. briber\ . absconding from police and judicial 

proceediigs - all are justi fled for success. Bairani says ''A school v here you \\ on  't he al owed to 

Corrupt an\ ones head with prayers and stories about God and Gandhi nothing hut the l'acts of 

Ii Ic for these kids. A school full of' White Tigers" (3 19). 

The novel is considered as a SOCial ist manifesto that tries to dismantle the discrim nation 

bct\\cen  the ' Big Bellies and Small Bellies' (64) and e oRe an egalitarian society. Balram's 

letter to the Prime Minister of China is like the confession of a Catholic penitent to his priest, to 

save one from the sin committed. He does not seek absolution for any crime he has committed, 

lie uses himself as an example to let the premier know the f'acts of life in modern day India that 

bl'iber\ and corruption are the catalyst of the great economic miracle of India, wheels that are 

still being turned by sla e labourers. 

Balram I Ialai is a member of'the invisible Indian Linderclass. Krishna Singh in the 

article "Ara md Adiga's The U77iie Ticr: The oice of the Underclass' quotes the words of 

\d iga ho sa s about his protagonist Bal runi 

I3al 'ani I 1aI ai is a composite of various iiicn I've met when traveling through 

I id a. I spend a lot of ni time loitering about trail stations, or bus stands. or 

scrOnts quarters and slums, and I listen and talk to the people around me. [here 

is a kind of continuous murmur or growl beneath ni idd Ic-class life in India. and 
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this noise never eets recoi'ded. I3aIi'ani is \\ hat  you'd hear if one day the drain and 

fucets in your house started talking. (90) 

[his novel cives detailed accounts of the Indian society rural as well as urban. and its various 

facets. It explores all the dark sides of India. [he ourne\ of Balrani from Laxrnangarh to Delhi. 

and final l\ in Banualore. proves Adiga's exploring the dark sights in the society. 

['he dark siehts inclLide the ever-widenin ap between the rich and the poor in both rural 

and urban areas. the brutal real it\ of an economic system, political culture of India. voting 

behaviour, social llli liCLI. caste and cultLire conflicts. superstitioLis be]ieves, social taboos. 

exploitation of underclass. iam indar\ practice. unemplo\ nient especial lv in rural India. 

pi'()St itut ion. master-servant relationship, nexus between the politicians, criminals, police, 

mockery of educational system, hol lowness of government schemes, poor medical services. 

harm lii I inipacts of Westernitation etc are elI portra\ ed in the novel. The novel examines the 

major social issues like povert\ . corruption, caste. religious and cultural conflicts in India. 

IhroughoLit the book, there are references as to how Balram is very di fh.rent from those 

in his home environment. lie is referred to as 'the white tiger'. A white tiger symbolizes power 

and strength. It is also a s mbol of freedom and i id iv idual ity. Balrarn is seen as different f'roni 

those he gre up \\ ith. lie is the one v ho got out of the darkness and found his '. ay into the 

light. Krishna Singh in the article " Ara nd Adiga's The 117n1e Tiger: The tale of'to Indias" 

uotes the 'v'. ords of' Dci rdi'e Donahue. I ee Thomas and Sud i r Apte respectively. Dci rdre 

considers the no el as one of the most powerful books she has read in decades with. "No 

h\ perbole ... an amazing and angry noel about injustice and power" (90). Lee Thomas says 

Adigas first no el The I!7ii,'e Tiger% delivers an indomitable central character and an India 

bristling v ith economic possibilit, competing loyalties and class struggle" (90). Sudheer Apte 
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lnds the most en ovable part of the novel is richly observed world of have-nots in India... with 

his keen obser\ ation and sharp writing Adiga takes us into Balram Halwai's mind. vv hethei' we 

\\Ii1t  or not (90). 

Adiga successful l\ highlights the subaltern issue in the novel and brings the idea that in 

the stol'\ of India's proeress the role of the underclass is important. This novel is about a man's 

luest lor h'eedoii. Balram. the protagonist in the novel climbs up the social ladder. workS his 

\ a out ot his lo\\ Social  caste and o ercomes the social obstacles that limit his krn l\ in the 

liat• 

I3aI ram talks about how he is under the hegenion ial po er and how he breaks his 

houndar\ Ii ic to liberate h inisel I'. The novel is an account of his ourne\ to lnd his freedom in 

India's modern da\ capitalist societ\ \\ ards  the beginning of the novel. Balram cites a poem 

from the Muslim poet. lqhal here he talks about slaves and says "They remain slaves becaLise 

they can't see what is heauti Ilil in this world" (3 I 1 1 l3a1rani sees himself embodying the poem 

and being the one ho sees the world and takes it as he rises through the ranks of societ\ . and 

flnds his freedoni. 

13a1ram is horn to the lo\\ caste  in India. It means that he did not have things that one 

normal l\ 'a mild have. As a child. Bali'am is seen as an intelligent child. However, growing up, he 

is exposed into a lot of corruption and immoral behaviour. He ends up. one can do an\ thing to 

get himself into a higher caste and into the light. I3alram becomes very selflsk cunning, and does 

all the malpractices to achieve his aim. This is amply evident for progress of an individLial in the 

ay of offence. 

The novel shows a modern da\. capitalist Indian societ\ . It also sho s ho it can create 

economic division. The novel. i/ic Vhiie Tiger portra\ s India's society as negative towards the 
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lower social caste. Bairam refers to it as the Darkness. When Balram is asked which caste lie is 

from, he knows that it COLI Id ultimately cause a biased stance in his employer and determine the 

futUre of his employment. The H' i/ic Tiger shows how econoniic system today creates socio-

economic gaps that create a bi(,  division in society. It I iniits opportunity, social mobility, health. 

and other rights and pleasures that should he given to all. There is a big dilTerence in the amount 

of money spread around in the society today. 

[he author mentions the rooster coop when he describes the sitLiation or characteristics of 

the servant class in India. Adiga compares lndias poverty to a rooster coop. In the coop. the 

chickens are stuffed here they struggle to he alive. Ho ever the chickens do not try to escape 

from the poor-constructed cage. The author compares those chickens to the poor people x0o lead 

a miserable life in India. Adiga says Fhe very same tiling is done with human beings in this 

country" 173). From his analysis of the structure of the inequality in the country, the author 

comes to believe that liability for the suffering of the servant also lies with the mentality of the 

servant class, which he refers as perpetual servitude. According to his philosophy, individual 

action is the key to break out of the rooster coop. 

Adiga discusses India's caste system. The caste system in India is a social system that 

divides the Indian population into higher and lo\er social classes. Althou(h it is said to be 

disappearing in urban India, the caste system still renlai ns in rural India. The caste determines in 

individuals occupation. Balram gives his ov n hreakdo\\ a of  the caste system in India. Balram is 

U rare exception. as he experiences both sides of the caste s\ stem and manages to move LI the 

social ladder. 

13a1ram educates the Chinese Premier throughout his letters about the corruption and 

immoral v ays of India and its economic gap. I Ic presents the sketch of the Indian democracy. 
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The fUture of the Indian democracy depends on the practices of those who are the voices of 

darkness. The socialist who stands the boss of darkness is the impeding peril for Be ediflce of 

democracy. There is a triumph of murder, bribery, nepotism. rape and treachery against 

Gandhiji's formula of non-violence. Bairame presents the horrible scene of the crime and 

corruption. He states 

You see - a total of ninety-three criminal cases - for murders. rape, grand 

larceny-  gun smuggling, pimping and mans' other such minor offences are 

pending are against the great socialist and his ministers at the present time ...The 

Great socialist himself is said to have embezzled one billion rupees from the 

darkness ad transferred that money into Be hank account in a small beautiful 

country in kurope Ilil I of hite people and black money. (98) 

13a1ram s quest to become an entrepreneur sho\\ s the  domination of the lower caste 

s\ stem and the superiorit\ of the upper caste. lie tells the story of political and economic 

corruption. He shows how bribe helps to cover up mLlrders committed by people of higher class. 

hann political opponents h rigging votes and money, and have privileges Such as shopping in a 

mall speciflcally for those of high social and economic importance. He also shows the side of 

India in w hich those who are born into poverty and low castes may forever remain. 

The protagonist Balram iial ai is the representative for all do ntrodden. He has 

multi lUces like, the \\ h ite  tiger, servant, philosopher entrepreneLlr. and murderer, Adiga's The 

U li/fe hgei' aw akens the citizens of India. It is not mere fction. but it gives the actual fact about 

India. In the I 
8h 

 century Charles Dickens portrayed the rongness of the British government 

and succeeded in changing kngland as a better society. Adiga is also trying to do the same to 

bring about the desired change in India. 
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Ihe achievement of this novel is that it sti mu lutes the readers to erad cute all Social 

problems of India. [hroucth the stor. the no elist has not only sensitized people to ards the 

i nct d iscontents amone the have-nots but also warns them against the repercussions of 

ci scrini nation acamst the poor and the downtrodden. 

lii us the novel maLes a bri II iantl\ detailed. ferociously,  satirical presentation of the 

contemporary Indian Ii i'e. Ihe vii lace h f. go\ernment schools, mid-da\-meals, government 

hospitals. gods and goddesses. caste-system. naxul ite problem, elections, marriages on loans. 

glamour of the nietros Wch is meant for the ibreigners are all the aspects of md an We expolred 

N \digu. 

In the second no ci Bciu'ccn i/ic :IcisinuIioii, K ittur plays as a miniature of India. All 

the stories of this flO\ ci bring the contemporary India in the vision. i\d ga's portrait brings out 

multitudes oi people of K ittur belonging to di fhrent caste, creeds. and economic status. Life 

goes on in the to\\ nsh  ip despite riots corruption. injustice, poor-rich divide and terrorism that 

raise their ugi\ heads time and time again. Across class, religion, occupation and preoccupation 

K ittur is mapped. I3011cc17 the ,1.vvaxv/17a0017s is a triumph of Adiga's imagination. 

1 he third novel Luxi .\ hen in 7iicr also brings the struggling life of the suppressed class 

groups. I his I10\ ci is a fible of money and greed. It anatoni izes the corrosion of middle class 

al ue. In iii is complex and mu ti-layered novel. Adiga continues Ii is project of shining a I iglit on 

the changi rig ficets of India. All these no ci s are not a depressing novels but it can he 

appreciated as a no ci of rea aken i ng. realization, and reconstruction of the loss of the rich and 

eternal cultural heritage Of India. Santa Singh in the article "Contextual Anti thesis in Am md 

\d iga' s &'Iercc/e the ;l.vivs iiniiioies ci notes the \\ ords  of Ad ga ho says "At a time \\ hen  
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India is going through great changes and China is likely to Inherit the world from the West it is 

important that writers like me try to highl ight the brutal injustices of society"(76). 

Ad iga's three novels encapsulate the pain and poignant life of the poor as well as the 

iii iddle class people. Pollution, mechanical routine of life, changed structure of life, structure of 

funi il\ and society. terrorisni. emergence of underclass etc.. are the ample evidence to verify the 

dark imaes of India. I3v analyzing Adiga's three works one can conclude that poverty. 

corruption, caste and rd icious conflicts are the miserable social issues which should be 

eradicated. 'o one can raise voice against these miserable conditions. All the suppressed people 

are under the hegenion al power. ['hey are helpless. 

lodav India is in the edge of the ab) ss. These miserable issues are like the dreadful 

diseases. Ihough it is true that there ill be some solutions to save the nation. a malady should 

be diagnosed and a remedy should be prescribed. In the same wa\ . every Indian is in need to 

find solutions to put an end to this miserable life. Adiga concludes that only God can save this 

countr\ . God has created the remedies for all the maladies. 

Poverty is a condition in which people do not ha e the means to afford basic human 

needs such as nutrition, health care. education, food. clothing and shelter. Poverty is one of the 

biggest problems in India. In spite of all the progress that India has made during the years. the 

problem of' po ertv has not been ci rn mated. On one side India has the millionaires living 

in their air-conditioned to er blocks and on the other hand thet'e are the unfortunates trapped 

in povert\ . I en after sixt\ t\\o ears of independence large scale poverty remains the most 

shame fit I blot on the flice of India. 

Causes of Poverty in India are illiteracy, ignorance. unemployment, high rate of 

population growth, unequal distribution of income, caste s stem and discrimination. There is a 
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connection bet\\ een  abolishing poverty and corruption. Government has implemented rnan 

programmes and schemes to eradicate poverty4 but it is unfortunate that it does not reach all the 

need\ people. 

Ihe craie of money stimulates the greedy groLips to involve themselves in to di fterent 

k iiids of e 1 attitudes. In contemporary India. love is lost, ethics are lorgotten and humanity is 

abolished throughout. It is no a countr\ h cli remembers its caste and forgets its culture. 

ours h brid culture and mal practices. shirks morals values, knows every trick to hide the 

uncomprom sing and has no shame in e\posi ng. F. er\ th inc around is corrupt the police, the 

pot it ic ian. the press or the udiciar\. The pot ice kiio the gui lty but re cal nothing: the politician 

recogn i/es the guilty but exposes none, the press kno s everything but shields the truth and the 

ud iciar\ kno s the truth but administers no pun ishnlent. 

Some of the miscreants and blackgoats infl Itrate inhet\\een  the freebee schemes and the 

poverty stricken. They loot the government properties which should be given to the suppressed. 

llence abolition of poverty continues as a question mark. Re\ iving the society is a dreamy one. 

the miserable Ii Ic of Indians continues as a mystery. 

Abolishing poverty is an endless problem. To eradicate this, corruption should he curbed. 

It is more ev it than poverty . Again, this evil deed gives more pain to the poverty stricken. 

Prevention and eradication of corruption is an absolute reqLiirement for better social and public 

life. Corruption takes an interesting turn in such a way that everyone becomes corrupt in some 

\\ av  or other. Ill iteracv and opportunities. poor health. low standard of living, stress and 

frustration compel them to On olvement in the acti\ ities like theft, stealing or begging for money. 

Education is an integral part of the social sector of the economy. It adds to the efflcienc 

and productivity of human resources and leads to sustainable economic growth. Its direct and 
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country. The role of state is important in education sector for its vertical and horizontal growth. 

In India's development, education plays a vital role. Education system is LindoLihtedly the 

foLindation of a nation. 

Education makes man civilized. It makes the mankind literate in ethics and moral values. 

If people in a country have a well nurtured and balanced education system, then half the task of 

the country's development is done. But India's education system suffers with many issues that 

need to he addressed at the earliest. Corruption in the edLication system is a big and a tougher 

problem. Rashini Rekha Borah in the article "Impact of Politics and Concerns with the Indian 

Education System" quotes the words of Dr. Ahul Kalam Azad who says 'When learning is 

purposeful. creativity blossoms, when creativity blossoms, thinking emanates, When thinking 

emanates. knowledge is ful lv lit, When kno ledge is lit, economy flourishes" (326). 

Education has become a remedy for every country to help their existence and 

development economically. India is one among them, which concentrates more on extending 

education. ThoLigh government is aware about the progressive schemes of the Indian students, 

there are some stark realities that make the Indian educational system. a serious crisis. There are 

many hindrances faced by the government in solving this problem. Corruption is the main cause 

for degradation of the education, so the government should deal with corruption in a more 

eih.ctive was. 

Many cases of corruption take years to he given verdict. This delay in cases creates lack 

of,  far for being corrupt and also huge time span for court trials gives sufficient time to make 

alterations and t\\ ist  the case. The moral deterioration of youth in India is at present a blazing 

issue hich has spread oer largel\ in recent da\ s. The expression of this sort of degradation is 
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heine reflected in different undesirable aspects of the society. It is considered that outh O\\ er  is 

the di'ivi ng force of a nation, htit the tliotight is being d\\ Indled. 

[he changing culture should be avoided. The ord secularism should be maintained to 

avoid communal riots. Therefore, it is very much essential and it is in fact the duty ofevervhody 

to find Out the solution for this tyranny to establish India in the orld of peace and harmony. The 

causes and the consequences of these issues should be encountered. Adiga's \\orks  are tailored to 

suit nd ia's present condition. These novels are a realistic social commentary of India. 

I he i liter textLial anal\ sis of Ad ica's works The U Jute T/c'i', Bet1iee17 f/ic .1VVUSXi/1UIiOi7S 

and 1ui I/wi in iucr establish that it is Ad iga' s comprehensive exploration of the past. the 

present and the future of hid ia. The undertone of sarcasm is the manifestation of the gro\\ ing  

rcseiitment accumulated ill the subconscious of' those \\ ho  have been dragged in the darkness and 

are Ic Ii liii id due to the daizl ing light of' opulence devouring the true spirit of tile Indian soil. 

in the article "i/ic It 'ti/Ic' Tiger Challenges of' Lrbanization" Veena Sindhu quotes the 

\ ords of' A ra i nd Ad i ga. \\ ho  saYs. 

I don't think a novelist should just rite about his experiences. This is the realit\ 

for a lot of' Indians and it is important that it gets ritten about, rather than List 

hearing abotit the five percent of' people in m country v ho are doing vell." In his 

i nter ie to I he Guard ian lie ftu'thei' sa\ 5. ''At a time when India is going through 

great changes and ith China is Ii kel\ to inherit the world f'rom the West. it is 

important that riters like me tr\ to highliht the brutal injustices of' society. It is 

not an attack on the country, it is about the great process of self exani ination. 

lliats hat riters like [laubert. 13a1zac and Dickens did in the I 9th century and 
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as a result England and France are better societies. That's what I am trying to do. 

(335) 

Adiga's works provide a comprehensive picture of the post-modern India. where the dark 

shados of humiliation of humanity. beastly existence olslurn dwellers, ruin of the spirit of 

democracy, dazzling light of mushroom growth of Malls, the collapse of the stability olfamilial 

relationship, the developing culture of communal riots are sketched clearly. 

Thus Adiga's novels give relentlessly detailed descriptions of various evil aspects of 

Indian life, and his novels are moving stories and eye opening pictures of Indian society. All the 

miserable social issues must he eradicated to save India. Being an Indian, it is the responsibility 

of each and every individual to scrutinize these contemporary miserable social issues and 

contribute to the development of India. 


